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DIARY K®PT? BY BRYAN DRNNIS OF KIS
OVTHLARD JOUBNEY TO CALIFORNIA IN
1850

FIRST BOCK

Momday Moraing, April 1Kth, 1850. 6 o'clock

We left our nest little cot mnd happy fireside and bade farewell
to our dear friends. We left them with hearts overflowing with
sorrow, yet we started tc fhe Golden Widorado with stout hearts and
with a firm determination to conguer or die.

In the svening we had a foretaste of the "¥lephant®. Got into
a mire hole. 7Took out our loads, pulled oul our wagon, loaded up im
a few minutes, and were cheerily on owr way. Camped over night on
Little Bear Creek.
Tuesday Morning

" Went on the road early. Nothing of interest occured during the

day. Gold. Put up early 6 miles from Talbotts Grove with Mr. Venett.

( ste)
Talbott's Grove is & splendid grove of timber, afflording timber for

making a large settlement. Land of good quality, quite rolling, Ve
found corn worth $1.00 per bushel.
Vednesday Morainz, 10 sinutes past 6.

Wind blowing a strong norther. 0Oold as leeleand., Califerniane

had better beat home by their own fireeides until a better prospect

)
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appears. We started with light hearts looking ahead %o the Gelden
Tidorade. Camped on the south bank of Skunk, of North Skunk.
Travelled 25 miles, roads very fine. This stream 1s about mountainous,
rather broken here. Ve had a light foretaste of the Rocky Mountains.
We had to use the pack horses. We packed our loads on our backs up
the steepest hill in Iowa.

Feur o'cloek.

We got swamped here, had t0 resort to the packing system. Our
borses were swamped in the worst sort of way, I tell you. Got our
load out. Took the longest rope, 175 feet long, got 2 shovel, hitched
on old Toby and Bill and pulled it ashore. Were soom on our way
rejoleing., Camped on South Skunk in the evening. (Cemped three miles
west of South Skunk.)

Friday Morning.

Left our camp early. Got swamped three miles from camp, Unlosded,
Hitched on to the end of tongue and drew out, and ware soon on our way
feeling nothing dliescouraged st the bad fortune vwe had met with.

Friday Noon.

Our Bill, horse, has taken guite lame. Ve got as far as Me-
Hitchel's., Ooncluded to lie by %111 horse zot hetter and able to
travel. Here we have to pay $1.50 per bushel for cern. This is 105
miles from the city. Were is the junetion of the two roads frem
Burlington and Iowa City. Timber is very searce. Soil is rich, and
rather broken until last five miles when it has hoén rather heavy

and country undulating.



Page H. The sloughs are the worst we have seen in JIows. MeMitchel has
the best stand for e tavern I have seen ln the state and ir. Witchel,
the proprietor, is a gentlemsn, Yut the hardest cmse oa the route is
Parker on the South Sknuk, whose soul is too small for even Satan
to take notice of. ¥e lets him pass and will until the Oaliforaians
pass their final Judgment on him, ‘

Sunday, the 21st. of April. _

Quite cool, very }iinle appearance of grass. We have lain by
today. Speat the day quite plsasantly. ' Out hotue im gettlag Detter.
We shall be able to start in the morning.

Fage 6. londay Morming, the 22nd of April, 18%0.

Weather ¢ool. Overcoats guite comfortable, The wind from the
northwest and blowing & perfect hurricane. We shall leave here this
morning. Came in sight of Dee Hoines 2 o'cloek in P.M. It is quite
2 respectable looking place for the age of the place. ‘ﬂrauae' over
a fine looking .utre;n and is over 200 yards wide below the forks.

1 have often heard of the Des lMoloes country as being ‘hhl.: finest
country in the state, but the searcity of timber will prevent it from
becoming very ertensively settled.

Page 7. Abe Teneyck and company are with us and we hepe to continue with
them through to the Bluffs. I took my gun and strolled down the river
1 mile in guest of game, saw nothing. Here the river swiftly and
magestically glides to nothing, and to the southeast. Crossed tn_m

streams and two ferries. One across the Des Moines and the other
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acrose: the Raccoon. The two ferries are not fifty yards apart, 85¢
for crossing both streams. Corn is worth $1.2% to $1.%0 per bushel.
The town 1s situsted directly in the forks of the twe streams and does
ast make & very pleasing appearance.

.I A few rods from our caup is a section corner of Township 36 West
of and 7% North making one hundred and seventy-four miles West of
Nuscatine and South of Home.

The roads now are excellent but very erooked. There is scarcely
any timber. What timber there ias, 1s entirely confined to the
streams, and they are few and wide apart. Ve find no grass werth
mentioning, Once in swhile we see a prairie chicken snd a pigeon.
When we get one it makes us a most excellent dish of soup.

Thursday, April 25%h, 1850

e are out of bed but not much refreshed from our night's sim.
We had to confine ourselves to our wagons for the night. It appears
that the devil or smue other evil spirit got hold of our Indlan pony
and "Bill" and they kept up & continuous biting, pawning, and smorting
the whole night long, depriving us of any refreshing sleep. We
promised them a stake in the pralrie and the lariat rope hereafter.

The sum shining in eplendor animeting and reanimating sll
ereation. The prairie chickens with thelr plaintive lay, the black-
birds whistling in the willows that deck the little rivulet on which
we are engamped. V¥e will soon be on our way, not the least diccouraged,

to the mountains., At neon, travelled 1% miles. YLeft at 2 o'clock,
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camped in the prairle 10 miles from Watawsh., Hauled our wood. The ‘
country in general is not worth a passing notice. Rough and destitute
of timber.

We parted with ir. 7ench sand company. Mr. Hench concluded to
retura home. The company stopped t0 prepare victals to take him home. .

We pushed shead. ¥e have been two days om the prairie, without
seeing timber to make a half dozen good farms, and this 1s on ¥iddle
River of Naktowah. Crossed ¥ast Nodowa 10 ofcleck.
Friday Morming, April 26th.

Twelve o'clock. Taking our dinner near a prairie slough. Guite

warm and cheery. The Nodowa flowe into the Missouri,

‘Friday TPvening, 4 o'clock.

Canped on Weant Nodows 30 miles from Middle River. WHere we came
up with friends, Mr, ¥. 0. Putler, Joseph Femphill and compsny, all
in high glee. The country is almost destitute of timber. Country
generally rolling, 201l goeed. Here are 28 California teams put up
over night. -

Quite an appesrance for rain. This day has bhrought forward the
grass, 80 that the prairie begine to lLook green. There is a swale
growth here. WYe ars camped in the only tisber for tweanty-five miles.

de left early Saturday 27th of April and tock our journey inio
the sndlﬁs prairie. Crossed the only timber for twenty-five miles.

Crosged Tast Hiahmbntne_. one o'clock, This a beautiful stream,
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Little timber i to be seen. The prairie is rolling sad beautiful.
On the west side of river, the Iadians have lived and ralsed corn;
buried their dead, left, sought a new home farther in the western wilds,

Today we have been swamped three times. Got oubt with but little
diffieculty.

We are camped this evening in 2 most lovely spot on a little
creek five miles west of NHishnabotus. Uothing in the shape of
timber but & few boxwood, plum, and aﬁbxpplé. We had a 1ittle grass
for our horses, which was guite a trest. Here the flowers are dursting
sut in all their beauty, vﬁich made us tl'.xink we are in the Garden of
Tden.

de are on the waters leading into the Great Missourri.

Sunday Morming, April 28th, 1850. '

Gold as blizzard. Wind in Northewest and cloudy. ALl well and
in good spirits. we travel today from negessity. We are out of feed
and must get ocut to the Setilement where we can obtain i3,

The distance we have travelled through the prairie without a
house or any settler is set down as 60 miles, that is on a straight
line, but the way we have travelled is not less than 850 miles. For
half the distance & little north of West, thence from Kiddle River to
¥ishnabotna the road a good portion of the way 1z west of Southand
the cookedest road we have travelled. Orossed West Nishnabotna 26

times.



Tais Wening we camned on Mlver Cresk. This is = very fine
road, nearly as go0d as macadomiged road with the axcaption of the
sloughs and the needed macadom. Hount J¢cott has a beantiful
sileration {silhouette?}. The Mormans have a seitlement én Silver

Page 18. Creek, alsc zt Indian Town cn ¥ast Nishaabotns.

They have the Tigest wheat here T have ever mesn in the West.
Monday Morming April 29th. |

We are 16 miles from the Bluffs (C-vmeil). Ve press forward,
anxious to see the grest rendssvous for the Mormon, Salifornia and
Oregon ealgranis.

Two C'eclock

I met with Cousin Warren Snow, It was gulte pleasant to meet
one's friends sspacially 1a a strange country. Heard of Uncle Wlisha
Vorhis. All well and dolng first rate. They are living at Canesville.

Page 19, It is a Mormon settleaent, some four or five miles lomg and is sit-
uated 1z 2 deep ravine one mile from the Missouri,

We arrived at Canesville 2bsubt 2 o'cleck uﬁor travelling and
lying by on the road fourteen amd a half days. Fad a fine time.
Got through without much 4iff ;eulty.

¥ound the City (Iowa) company and camped with them in a deep
ravine one mile weat of town. This iz properly called the BEluffs.

Here hille upon hills are piled and have quite = mountainocus appearance.

Page 20. Tuesday april 30th, 18%0.



He have been in the town purchasing feed. The way they put the
price is beyond all consclentious seruples. Wheat demands the sum
of $2.00 and $2.50. Quick sales. Corn $2.00 and $2.50. Oats $1.50
to $2.00. Hard living bui considerably better than on the plains.
Wednesday, May 1, 1850.

T‘nis‘z morning we had ice cne-fourth inech thlek. Orass very poor.
in fact no graszing here. The company is all in good spirits.
Thursday, May 2ad, 1850,

Gold and the wind in the Horthwest. Canesville at this time 1s
a shaving place. Mormons shave Galifornians and Californlans shave
one another. In the evening we had s fine rain.

Page 21 Friday, Yay 3rd.
Wind the north-east. Quite cool, Very expensive living here, but
the backwardness of the season compels us t0 remain here, or run the
risk of losing our teams.

Marshell Myers drilloed the company. HMarched them through the
canp a few times. Iuéymtad the arms. Found all in order and fully
equipped. Dismissed us till we eréaae& the Mlesourl. The company
will number 80 to 90 men. Men who are determined to go forward or die
in the attempt.

Satuday, May Hth, 18%0.

Left camp for the river and camped on the -'b&nk of the Missourl

in the evening 9 miles from Canesville at the town of St. Franels.

Here we lay over, {Junday May Sth, 1850) until late in the svening
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when three or four teamms crossed over the river and the remainder of
the eity company crossed over Monday the 6th. Here is the Misaion.
The Kigsioners live in grand style. ¥xcellent school here. Ve saw
three or four Indian boys who were well dressed. Ve travelled 8
miles and camped on Little Papeah.

Tudeday, May Tth, 18%0.

Guite cold. Left camp early in the merning. DRNivision A. 1 in
the lsad. Travelled 4 mﬂ.@s. Grossed the Pig Papeah., We had to
repair lthe bridze, and 1.at the wagons down on it with Irupu. The
country is fine, but entirely destitubte of timber, Travelled 20 miles,
crossed the Wik Fora of the Flatte. Camped on the west bank of the
stream. Here we had a taste of Cslifornia. Let our wagons on the
boat by hand, and drew them out in the same way, and started on our way.
Travelled near the bank of the Platte. Here the stream is three-
fourths to a mile wide, quite shallow, 1"1;11 ef sand bars here. Best
grass we have seen. Vent about 25 miles. Camped at a small lalke one
mile from the river. Gragzing rather poor.

2 oteclock.

We saw guite a number of Pawnees. Theri village was in sight on
the south side of the Platte nearly three miles from our train. -The
Indians built their village by setting posts, then weaving the spaces
closing with brush, Then covering the whole with dirt in the shape of
potato hills.

Thursdey, May 8th, 1850.



Ers.\'olied about 15 miles. One-half past 1l o'sloeck. Took our
*Grub? on the bank of the Platte after meking 16 miles. The country
from the mouth of the Flatte to this point 1z a level sandy plain.

On the NHorth side of the Flatte, we made 9 miles in the afternoon,
and camped on a small lake in the ravine. Here we found plenty good
grazing and our horees filled themselves finely.

Yhen we leave the Loop Fork we shall then travel to the South
Vest until we strike the Platte. 9Ye have travelled up the Loop Fork
for 25 miles.

There is considerable dissension in the Company, and I fear that
there will be many divisions, yet I hope for the best. There is
nothing like union. Where there is union there is strength, which is
highly necessary in sn Indian country.

Hear the gamp, I found several large blocke of chalk, and some
specimens of slate, but of an inferior guality. The land here is
of a very poor guality.

We have been travelling on the bottom lands, which averagze
about one mile wide. Then come the sand hills, which are frem 30
to 150 feet high.

The boys brought in a deer which made us quite 2 treat., We were
hungry for something fresh.

Monday, May 13th, 1880.
Quite cool. I was out early grasing my horses: The weather is

very cool nights, Grass short and we muet find it so for some time,



until the westher gets warmer. After we left the Loop Fork one mile
ve agcended the table land., We found a vast level plsin., There is
no timber worth mentioning. 9 o'clock we left the main road. Trav-
elled zbout two miles, when we had the worst swamping; mireing horses
plunging, men hollering. mttchad. pulled out, hitched on the
harness, left the wheels and pullsd him ahead the swamp, 2§ rods wide.
Men sursing, UHere we like to have had a fit. A little interference
soon settled the matter and we were soon on our way to California.
May 13th, 1850, 11 o'eclock.

game to & small stream. FHere Indians have had a huating camp.
Some 50 or 60 of Wickieups. Wo timber. From the appearances the
Indiiane have killed a large number of buffaloes. Txcellent water and
good grass. Here again have some trouble in cressing the sireams.
3 o'elock. We had a wost glorious chase after a buffale cow, horsemen
and footmen. dJohn Bandoo gave her a dead shot, after ruaning her
about a mile and & half. The way we fell about her was curious. Ve
gkinned her in short order. Then the way we cut and carved her to
pieces was not slow, I tell you. Packed her on horses and travelled
7 miles, being rather tired from cur chase and of travelling 18 miles
today. Ve undertock to make a short-cut, but I fear we have made
nothing.

9 o'clock. Ue came on the Platte. Here are several cedar treeg.



BOOK 2
All of Page 1 and hal.f of page illegible.
Thursday Moralng, Msy 16th, 1850.

The weather warm during the day. We shall start forward at
half past six a'clock.
4 o'elock.

Usmped on & emall stream rumning into the Platte from the Horth
Yest, Our genersl direction today a 1little South of ¥West. We have
made 26 miles. Country generally good, but destitute of timber.

We passed through several dog towns today. (prairie.) They have
chogen dry and ineligible situations. Ve passed through one town 3
miles long and 1 mile wide where thers was & burrow to every square rod.
I have as yet not seen any being in the rear of the trailn this svening.

The dissensions in the company are louder. Threaten dissolution
goon and yet we hope thelr fiery dispositions may become more softenmed
and the company get slong amicably.

To pass the dull time took a squirrel huant.

Friday Morning, Mey 17. 1850.

411 is well throush the csmp. There ls quite an appearance of
rain. We have had snow twice since we left. We have today passed 12
trains. In all 150 wagons. ¥e get &as much venlson and buffalo as
we are able to consume. We have had scme hard slough bub still have

made 2% miles and camped by & slough and used buffale chips to coock by.



Here the grass lis very shari. We have been in aight of traine
on ths south side of the range wending our way to Califernia.

¥We have crossed several smsll streams today. water plenty in
them. Wood is searce. In fact we have nothing but willow brush.
saturday, May 18th.

Wa left our camp at 7 o'clock. The bottom lands are level and
are 4 %o % miles wide., On the south side they apuear to be guite
narrowv.

We are at & small island laying in a stock of wood to last us
50 miles. We have to wade to the island. At this 1sland we saw a
most lovely sight. Three ladles on horseback gracefully gulding their
quiet steeds on the prarie. ¥We have camped in the prairie by a slough.
Dug a well., Found pretty sood water at 3 feet and had tolerably
good grazing.

Made 14 miles by 2 o'cleck.. The boys brought in three antelopes
and we are feasting on the wild game of the prairie.

o have killed three buffsloes. They are hardly worth killing,
guite poor. If we were to judge by the slgns, we have seen near to -
100 up to today that have been burned to death by the prairie fires.
Ome boy in hunting sae 15 in ome sinmk hole, where they probably had
~ fled for protection.

This eveninz a vote was taken whether we should lay by $11l
morning. Declded in the affimmative.

Sunday Morning, May 19th, 18%0.



This is o most lovely morming. All is still and gquiet. lo
sound strikes my ear, but the song of the many spring birds. Ye are
constantly in the sight of hundreds of teams. On both sides of the
Flatte there ia timber, box elder.

We hed gquite an interesting sermon and an attentive congregation.
Lote are Californisns travelling., Some sre lying still and observing
the Sabbath.

Monday Morning, May 20th, 1850,

We left camp early. e have found the roads very sandy and the
travelling hnaty. Here the country is poor. The rocks are piled
up without any regvlarity. The railn that falls siaks into the sand
beds. There is pleaty of gino in this regiom of &ountrv; Buffalo
chips are plemty. The whole face of the country is covered with them.
We have made 2% miles today.

Tuesday, the 2lst of May.

Camped early having made 134 miles to Pawnee Spring at the head
of Pawnee Swamp. Here is the best spring I have ever seen pouring
put of the sand bluffs. At this point water is peoor. We have hard
roads today. The country today is very poor. We have seen herds of
buffaloss. The bluffs are covered with them. We would have fine spert
but they are poor and not worth killing.

We passed two graves, one died this spring the other last.

We are getting along finely and made 27 miles. Three buffaloes

brought into camp this eveaning.



Wednesday, May 22nd, 1850,

We left camp at 6 for the purpoce of passing 4 trains that cemped
pear us, We zot along pretty well but had some pretiy hard pulling
in croseing the sand bluffs. lade 22} miles and camped on a small
river near the FPlatte, crossing two miles of the deepest sand I have
seen. Hundreds of buffalees constantly in sight.

Tharsday, May 23rd, 1850.

We fared pretty well for grass, during the day until 3 o'clock
when the grass was not sufficlent for cur teams. V¥e kept pushing
forward ia the hope of finding good feed, but found none.  Reached
the bluffs after making 30 miles. We have crossed several beautiful
stresms affording an aboundance of water and some of the best springs
1 have ever seen.

Je have passed through aen\_heavsr sand today meking the very
worst time we have done at any time since we left home. At the
gedar Bluffe and on the south side of the river and on the north side
of the Platte opposite the Bluffe comes in a oresk 10 feet wide,
ghallow and of strong current.

We left camp at daybreak. Fushed on nearly two miles for good
grass, Turned out our horses, got breakfast and again pushed on.
Some of our company not leaving the camp, we therefore drove shead
and left them. Whilst we were grazing, they laf} esap, caught up and

.

passed us.



Ten miles from camp we had a very steep hill of sand te elimb
4 spoke deep. Here we had § mile of heavy mmrl. We found plenty
of water during the day but iliitle grass.

In the evening camped on Castle Rock Creek. Ve passed one grave
today. The couniry at this time is barren and desolate and will
probably remain so, We saw some Indiane today of the Sioux tribe.
The company will get together again after making 23 miles,

Seturday, May 25th, 1850.

We left camp at 7 ¢'clock. Pretty good roads. WNo grass until
3 o'clock when we stopped for the Sabbath. We are camped within 5
rode of a grave. The n:ns of the person cccupying this lonely
cemetary of the dead is James Walker of Illinois. Died May 23rd, 1850.

e passsd one gravs todsy. A lady dled last yeer. We wvere
in sight of two Indian towns on the south side of the Platte. Ve
gsw a fev of the Indians., They are stout, robust and quite zood
looking., Appeat clesnl-j and are qulite friemdly. Ve have but ‘11&1:
fire wood tonight. Our company by the by will burn o wagon tontght.
¥ire wood costs at least fifty dollaers per cord.

The Linn County Company are caomped clese by. They gave us a
splendid s.ranaée; They eame into camp. We had some most excellent
singing accompanied with the banjo. After the singing the men felt
1ike walking 20 miles and coroluded to have a French 4 and Cotilliom,
8o formed s ring and chose their partners from the fair sex, but for

man toock man and the way the grairie grass suffersd was = sight.



There would have been dust in the eyes too, but for a shower in the
affernocn.
Sunday, May 26tk, 18%0.

After calling a meeting the company decided that it would be
sctually necessary and expedient far us to travel owing to the great
amount of emigration behind us foreing them forward to the top of
thelr speed, passing all they could aad firing the prairie and des-
troying the feed.

Crab Creek, we crossed 44 miles from camp and ten miles from our
moraing camp we crossed Cobbs Hills, Here is Qame romantic gcensry.
There are many singular shapes, some appearing like the rulns of anclent
castles, towers snd pyramids., This 1s n sandy and barren country.
Generally we have camped on the bank of the Platte. After making 20
miles, we are in sight of the Court Mouse and Chimney Rock.

Konday Wvening, May 27th., 1850.

ye are camped this evening opposite the celebrated Chimney Rock. —
It 1s situeted % miles south of ue, and has guite an imposing sppearance.
Tt is said to be 250 feet in height and can be seen 3 § or 40 miles
sway. The Chimney 1s sltuated on 2 larze mound and looks as if 1t
might be 50 feot in helght. Thp Gourt Housze does not dessrve the
flattering enconiums given it by Bryast. This 1s a barren and des-
olate country. We have made 23 miles and camped here in the meridian

of the Chimney Rock. Cold and rainy. ¥e had eenaiderﬁbla grass during

the day.



Tuesday, May 28th, 18%0.

e left camp at T o'clock and travelled in sight of Chimney Rock
27 miles., Scott's Bluffs and country around here is some of the most
splendid scenery I have ever seen. The Bluffs ars between 2 and 3
h@rcd feet high and present a very imposing appearance. These
bluffs are covered with 2 very imposing appearance. There Bluffs are
covered with cedars with their beautiful greem follage. Grass rather
poor.

Wednesday, 29th.

We left camp st ons balf past six, travelled em in eight of
Scottls Bluffe. ¥e came in sight of lsremie Peak, which is to be
gean in the west at 2 distance of 150 miles., We can see snow in the
north-sast st noon today. Grase poor. Camped thie evening on the
Platte after making 2% miles. Had se#reuly any graging. The split
from the eampany came up and camped with us, 22 teams of us together
which vill probably continue on.

Thureday, 30th, 18%50.

Left camp at half past six o'clock. Pushed forward to Fort
Laranie which we shall make early this evening. Reached the Farry at
the Fort at ¥ o'elock. We are passing through a sandy and desolate
gountry. No timber and has meny ssndy roads. ¥We made 22 miles this
day. |
Friday, 3lst, 1850

We ferried the river in the evening, camped on the south bank of



the Platte. We paid $1.00 per wagon. Ferried over in safety. ~Fort
Laramie is loeated one znd one-half miles from the Ferry on the
Laramie River. Uncle Sam does business in = fine style. They have
excellent buildings: two stores. 175 soldiers here or duty.
Saturday, lst day of June.

e left camp at daylight. Ve have seen 2 vast smount of property
thrown awsy. Ve passed three graves today. Died 1849 in July.

We are in the Black Hills. We did not expect to find grass, but
are heppily disappointed. Ye have raln and have had every day for
1ast four days. This eveming it poured down in torremts. There is
some of the most beautiful scenery ian the Black Fills region fram their
belng covered with pine and cedar. It is short amd bushy.

in the highest hills, the Flatte has cud annye;n through the
rocks 250 feet perpendicularly.

We are in sight of a chain of mountains running from Laramie's
Peck southwest and they are covered with snow. We have made 24 miles
today.

Sunday, 2nd of June, 1850.

Ve left camp at 7 o'clock, We travel today from necessity.
Hundreds are on the road who are pushing ahead with the expectation
that grass will be searce and first come, the first served.

We travelled today with % o'cloeck finding a good eamp ground.

We lald by for the balance of the day, after making 20 miles.



We passed some splendid scenery. We had the greatest hall stomm
Il sver witnessed. There being scarcely any wind, we found hail
averaged eize of a ball.

¥e are camped on the bamk of the Platte. It 1s 250 or 300
yards wide, and not fordable at this tiume.

e met I teams from Salt Lake. They report grase is good ahead.
We therefore cheeriiy push ferward. This is a rocky country. Ve
went after night with torch in hand to view one of the most besutiful
and najestic sights. We tramped to the river one mile from our camp.
The river has cut 1%e way through the rocks 1o the depth of 300 feet
perpendicular. This certainly has been one mighty freak of nature,
As you advance into the cannon you are struck with astonishment at
the incremsed height of the bluffs which rise to the height of 500
feet upward on both sldes of the river. This deep chasm is cut through
the rocks for the distance of nsarly two miles.

Honday Morning, June 3rd.

We left camp at 6 otclock. We have had the best roads I have
ever seen, sgual to any Macalam road, slightly ascending or des-
cending. We have very good grass. What there 1s of i%. It is 2 kind
of bunch grass and is now seeding and will be ripe and up in five or
slx weeks. ¥e have been in the sage country for the last 3 days. It
looke quite matural and ie principally confined to the bottom lands.

- Yo are camped on the Lafontonian emptying into the Flatte from

the south. Some little timber, cottonwood, box-elder and willow,



We travelled 27 miles today. Ye travelled one mile in the
rain., Quites cool. Hail stom tolthe nerth of us, It fell to depth
ef % to 6 inches. _

We had an election at the camp by our company, for the purpose
of elescting officers for the company, ¥Wly Myers was chosen by
acclamaticn, as also Mr. Sesaions and Lucas who were eslected for the
term of 1 month,

Tuesday Horalng.

I am at this time one mile from camp grazing our horses oa a
dry ereek in the Black Hills. We left the camp a% 7 o'clock, struck
down the Le-Bout about one and a haif miles, came out among the Red
Hills. These hills are a very singular formation. The earth and
stone are a dark red color. Found miles of another formation. HRocks
may be seen bearing some resemblance to loaf sugar sfter being
exposed 10 the atmosphare becomes moft. If bhas a little mnorid taste,
also a mound of solid rock 150 feet high resembling a sugar load.

We are camped on Lapvele Oreekk. Plenty 0f water and grase,
not much timber but sufficient for cemping. Near this stream on the
south is a range of very high hille of golid raa& lying layers nearly
perpendicular, =& little inclined to the south and of s reddish casnt,
on the north inclined t§ the south, white. Vood and water at several
points along the road. Today we have foﬁnd the best of grass by
leaving the road one mile. Two and a half miles from our camp 1s a

natural bridge across the creek some 20 t0 30 miles,



Wednpeday Morning.

Ve left camp at 7 o¢'clock. Passed seversl small streanms today.
Came on to the Ilatte at 2 o'clock, Travelled near it and camped on
1ts bank, Orossed Teer Creek. A beautiful creek 40 feet wide and
very rapid. Here is the most timber we have seen for several days,
cobtton-wood, About 1z miles west and 2 from the road is an extensive
¢ola bed. Also some iron ore.

We have made 25 miles today snd T mlles west of Deer Creek. Have
rather poor grass tonight. Had splendid graes today at noon,
Thursday, June 6th, 18%50.

We left camp =t half past six olelock. Drove to the Ferry.

Here are two companiee walting. Tive boats and charging $4.00 per
wagon and 25¢ per horse. This made 16 hundred dollars,
The th day of the month.

The Platte 15 guite s different stream from the Laramie. Deep,
narrow and swift. We have found tolerable grass today. We have had
good roade. Our losds are getting light and our horses dolng well.
The days are warm and nights cold,

Our boye found an extensive coal bed today % miles from the
camp, 2} miles from the road.

This 15 a barren and desolate country, mountailns of stone lay
piled iz hideous shapes. We have made 22 miles. After camping,
the boys went to get a taste of snow, which lay in eight on the moune

tains hills. They followed up the stresm on which we were camped to



the distance of 7 or 8 miles supposing the distance not more then 1}
milese This is the wildest stresm they hed even seen pouring over
cataracts of from 100 te 300 feet raging and foaming on its course.
Firday, 7th of June.

We orossed the Platte. Paid §5.25, excellent Porry. The oross
from 100 to 400 teems per day. We have passad through s barren
desolate country. Orass poor and water not it to drink, for the
distence of 18 to 20 miles,

We are camped on a small spring branch called the Sulpher Spring
after making 26 miles today. We crossed the 5lkall swemp 22 miles
from the Ferry near which lie the skulls of ten head of cattle., Near
hear ars coal had?.

Saturday, Bth.

Left cemp % of 4 o'clook, Pushed én in search of grass. At
7 o'clock we found pretbty geod grass and ihe best of water } miles
from the road and 4 miles west of the mines At spring the sountry
is 80 poor it is destitute of grass, that we are mostly compelled to
use the eastern methoed of grazing, thet is to hold our horses by the
hind legs and let them down into the spaces betwesn the ssge to get
the gress.

This evening we are camped on the Sweebt Water, & rods wide, 2
feet deep. Excellent water, poor gress sud no woods Near our ceamp
is the celebrated Independence Rock. It is a smooth roock 250 %0300

foet high, covers soveral acrss of ground. Ve passed several alkali



swemps m@hmly encrusted with saleratus at the surface, It is
fine and soft one inch deeps It 1s finely orystalized and I believe
is good as the best menufactured saleratus. It is white es snow,
and in very large quantities,

This country is a duér‘!‘: mostly tut here 1& a good spot of gress
near the foot of mountains where the spring comes gushing out from
among the rocks molstening the earth. Excellent water.

Independence Roek is the most singulsr structure I have ever
geen. It is of an ovel shaps, is & mile long, 30 rods wide st the base.
The rock is similar to the Lost Rook of lowa. (Suprosedly Red Roek
neer Ues Moines.)

I stood on the top and could see 300 teams moving and in CHNPS o
This is & large registry. Thousands of nemes ars reglatered on this
roek, 200 i? facte LEvery comspiouous plase some gentlemen of note
have pleced their M.D.F.R. or other title. Made 22 miles.

Sundey Morning, 9 o'clock,

Ve are lying by todsy resting owrselves and teams, We are
getting along finely. We are 1 momth sheed of the Friends from the
City last yeare
Mondey, June 10th, 1850.

We have left camp at 70'olock. Place our names on Indepsndence
Rotkeo Passed on to the Devil's Gete. This is a passage out through
the selld rock by the Sweet Water te the depth of four hundred Peet

perpendiocular and seventy feet wide. The botbtom lends mlonmg the



Sweet Water are on an average of 2 miles wides Very ssndy and poor
grass is short on the bettom lands., On the hille it is leonger,
though it is wvery scattering. It is bunch grass mixed through with
sage. The mounteins are inoreasing in height end are of solid rock
with & few coders clinging to the rocks.

We are campod at the foot of a mountein near 600 feot in height
and nearly perpendieular. We have made 25 miles today. We passed
two graves. Persons died last year in July. An emigrant out hunting
ceme across an Indian who shot an errow from some secgluded spot which
migsod its aime The Indian loft his hiding place to out off the
éaoapa of the emigrant who made for the sage spot. Iid in the sage.
The Indian soon showed himself and was shot by the emigrent. The
Indians probebly will not find him. He made two bounds inte the air
and fell desd om his own soils What the consequences may be do not
knowa

I caught a glimpse of the Wind River snowy mountains today. We
have seen noe (Indians) in travelling the last 400 miles. They keep
out in the mountains for fear of eatohing the smallpox and cholers.
The ox toems are a great mﬁmncs to the horse teems, They travel
slowly tut meke it up in time, push sheads
Tuesday, June 1lth, 1850,

We loft camp in fine order 21 wegons in train, The road crowded
full of horses and mule tesus. The country is poorest sountry I have

ever seen. Destitute or u&ﬂy s0 of vegetation with the exception of
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now and then & bunch of grass. The cluster of cottomwood and willew
make it look beautiful with thelr green foilage.

Here is an immense quantity of alkeli., Baigrants ought to be
very careful to water their horses and gatile befors turning them
loose, The river water is pretiy cood.

Tuesdey, 18th of June.

We agein resumed our merch at half past five down this ri.var to
the lewe Ferry one mile belew our amp. Here at the ferry are two
boats kept by two Freneh traders having their Indian wives and having
wickieups covered with dressed wWuffalo skins. We pot over cheaper
than expected. {3.00 per wagonm and 50f per horse, We maneged the
boats ourselves. Cost the oompany ome hundred seven dollars., Cob
acroes in safetye Left the Ferry at 2. Passed down the river §
miles snd ocamped here. The boys caught what they called salmon
troute A beeutiful and fine lavored fish,

Extromely colds Ice in our bucket, ome quarter ineh thisk,

Several in our company nﬁ slck with fevers This is & poor
compeny s

We are in full sight of the Uintah shein of mountains in the
southwest covered with the perpetusl snow.

Wednesday, June 19th, 1850¢

We sgaln took up our line of March at 7 o'eclock, Ye left the

rivers Ascended on other table lends.’ We found some grass on the

uplandss Crossed the Ham's Fork et 4 Ololook, Here we see & portion



of the Blephant, streams being high end mo ferry« Some packed their
loeds scross on thelr horses. Others raised their beds, placed their
loads on top, ot along in this way.

Find eamp on Black Fort one end one<half miles from Ham's Fork
on the Green Hiver. .

Protty good grass. Desolate and barren country., Nade 22 milws
over pretty good roads.

Thursdey, 20th June, 1850,

We agein resumed our line of march up the Ulack Fork. Quite
plessant, yesterdsy in after part of the dey end this morming.

We have passed through e rather better country then usual, Urass
in plecss looks fines The eountry through which we pass represents
mny singular features. Among the most striking is a mound on the
Fork of Black's Fork 15 miles from the forks of Black and flam's Forks,
There aye e great many singuler Buttes on the reed, all being ep=-
parently on a lsdge with their sidee washed into singulaer shnpei
resembling pillars perpeadicular walls.

Camped two miles from Fi. Bridger. It is located on Blaok Fork
on & level bottom lend,

Fridey, June 21st, 188C.

Wo again resumed our line of march at 7 o'eloeks Travelled over
& portion of rought eountry. CUrossed the north branch of Elack River
Fork, and camped on the mountains five miles from the s:reanm near a

dmow bank which we use Lo oook with. We have had first rate graes



todey. Made 20 miles. After orossing brench of Elack Fork we cross
& ridge one mile from camp snd descend into & ravine, In the rocks
are several good springs. Near the head of the ravine is the bast
water I have drunk since leaving home. In ten reds is a mineral
spring.e

Took & griszly bear hunt, travelling soms § or & miles from

roads Got into cemp late, tired without getting & grizzly,
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DIARY KEPT BY BRYAN DEFNIS OF EIS
OVBALAND JOURNEY 70 CALIFORNIA IN
1860

PIRST BOOK

Mondsy Morning, April 15th, 1850. & o'clock.

we left our neat little cot and happy fireside and bade farewsll
to our dear friends., We left them with hearts overflowing with
sorrow, yet we started to the Colden Eldorado with stout hearts and
with & firm determination to oonquer or die.

Tn the evening we hed a foretaste of the “Rlephent". ot into
a mire hole, Took out our leads, pulled out au;é wagon, loaded up in
a Pew minutes, and were cheerily on our way. Camped over night on
Little Dear Creeke
Tuseday Morming.

went on the rosd early. UNothing of inbtersst ccoured during the
day. Cold. Put up early 6 miles from Talbotts Qrove with lir. Venett.
Talbott's Orove is a splendid grove of timber, ufﬂ(;;f;ing timber for
meking a large settlement. ILand of good quality, gquite rolling. We
found corn worth §1.00 per bushel. |
vwednesday Morning, 10 minutee past 8.

wind blowing a strong norther. Cold as Icelend. Californisns

had bebtter beat home by their own firesides until a better prospest
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appears. %o started with light hearts looking ahead to the Solden
Eldoradoe. Ceomped on the south bank of Skhunk, of North Slhunk.
Pravelled 25 miles, roeds very fine., This stremm is about mownbeinous,
rather broken here. We had e slight foretaste of the Rosky m\mgﬁmg.
we hed to use the pack horsese Ye packed our loads on our backs up
the steepest hill in Iows.

Four o'elocks

We pot swamped here, had to resort toe the packing systeme Our
horses were swamped in the worst sort of e way, I tell yous Cot our -
load outs ook the longest rope, 175 fset long, gat; a shovel, hitched
on old Teby and Bill and pulled it ashore. Were soon on our way
rejoleings Camped on South Skunk in the evening., (Camped three miles
west of South Skunke)

Pridey Morningse

Left our camp early. OGot swamped three miles from ssmp. Unloaded,
Hitehed on to the end of tongue and drew ocut, and were soon on our way
fesling nothing discouraged at the bad fortune we hed met with.

Pridey Hoon. '

Qur Bill, horse, has taken guite lemes Ve got sas far as Mo
Mitehel's. Coneluded to lie by till horse got better and able to
travels Here we have to pay §1.50 per bushel for corn. Thisz 1z 106
miles from the city. Here is the junstion of the two roeds from
Burlington end Towa City. Timber is very scarce, Soil is rich, snd
rether broken until lest five miles when it has been rsther heavy

and gountry undulating.
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The sloughs are the woret we heave seen In Jowa. IoMitohel has
the best stand for a tavern I have seen in the state end Mr. Mitchel,
the proprietor, is a gentlemen, but the hardest case on the route is
Parker on the s@th Sknuk, whose soul is too small for even Saten
£o take notice ofs He lets him pass and will until the ¢elifornians
pase thelir final judgment on him.

Sunday, the 2lst. of April.

Quite pool, very littls appesrance of grass, we have lainm by
todaye Spent the day quite pleasantly, oOut horse is getting better.
ve shall be abie to start in the moming.

Monday Morning, the 22nd of April, 1880.

Weather cools Oversoats guite conforteble. The wind from the
northwest and blowing e perfect hurricane. We shall lseve here this
morning. Came in sight of Des lMolnes 2 o'closk in P.Me It is quite
& respectable locking place for the ags of the plase. Oroszsed over
s fine looking stream and is over 200 yerds wide below the forks.

1 have ofter heard of the Dee loines country as being the finest
gountry in the state, but the searcity of timber will prevent it from
becoming very extensively settled.

Abe Teneyck end compeny are with us and we hope to sontinue with
them through te the Bluffs. I took my gun and strolled down the river
1 mile in quest of geme, s&w nothing. Here the river awiftly emd

magestically glides to nothing, and to the scutheast. Crossed two

‘strem and two ferries. One aeross the Dew Moines and the other



Page 8. across tho Raccvon., The two ferries are not fif'ty yards epart, 85¢
for srossing both stremms, Corn s worth §1425 to $1.50 per bushel.
The town is situated directly in the forks of the two stremme and does
not make a very plessing appoarance.

Page 12, A Pew rods from our cemp 1s a secbion corner of Towmship 36 west
of snd 76 North making one hundred and seventy-Dour miles ilest of
Musontine and South of Home.

The roads now are excellent but very crooked., There is seercely
any timber. vhat timber there is, is entirely confined to the
streams, and they are few snd wide apart. We {ind no grass worth
mentioning. Once in awhile we see a preirie chicken and e pigeon,
vhen we get one it mekes us & most excellent dish of soups
Thursday, April 206th, 1850

Page 134 We are out of bed but not much refreshed from our night's sleep.
we had to confine ourselves to our wagons for the.night. It appears
that the devil or some other evil spirit got halrd of our Indian pony
and "Bill" and they kept up e conbinuous biting, pewming, and snorting
the whole night long, depriving us of any mfreahing sleep. Ve
promised them a stake in the prairie and the lariat rope hereafter.

The sun shining in splender anlmating and resanimsting all
ergation. The pnirié chickene with their plaintive lay, the blacke
birdsl whistling in the willows that deok the 1ittle rivulet on whieh
we are encamped. We will soon be on our way, not the leset disscouraged,

to the mountains. At noon, travelled 16 miles, left at 2 oteloek,
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gamped in the prairie 10 milea from Wataweh, Hewled our wood, The
sowntry in general is not worth a paseing notice, Rough and destitute
of fimh&z‘-

We parted with Mr. Hench and company. re. Hench concluded to
return home. The compeny stopped to prepare victals te take him home,

We pushed shead. We have been two days on the prairie, without
seeing timber to make a helfl dozen zood ferms, and this is on Niddle
River of Naktowah. Crossed Bast Nodowa Ii’} ctelook,

Pridey Morning, April 26th. ’

Twelve otclocks Teking our dimner near e preirie sloughs Quite
warm snd cheery. The Nodowa flows inte the Missouri,
Fridey Evening, 4 o'clocks

Camped on Vest Nodown 30 miles from Middle River. Here wo cams
up with friends, Mr. Ne Cu Butler, Joseph Hemphill and sompany, all
in high glee. The country ls almost destitute of timber. Country
generally rolling, soil goods Hers are 2B Californie teams put wp
over night.

Guite an appearance for rains This day has brought forward the
grass, so that the prairie begine to lock green. There is a swale
growth here. We are camped in the only timber for twenty-five miles.

ve left early Saturday 27¢h of April and ook our journey into
the endless prairie., Crossed the only timber for twenty-five miles.

Crossed Eest Hiahxmbém one oteloek.. This a beautiful stream.



Page 16+ Little timber is to be seen. The prairle iz rolling and besubifule.
On the wost side of river, the Indlans have lived and raised corng
buried their dead, left, sought a new home farther in the maﬁam wildss

Teday we have been swamped thmg times. Got out with but little
difrioulty. |

We are cemped this evening in & most lovely spot on & little
ereak five miles west of Nighnabotna. Nothing in the shape of
timber but a few boxwood, plum, and crabapple. We had a little grass
for our horses, which was quite n treat. Here tho flowers are bursting

Page 17« out in all their beauty, which made us think we are in the Garden of
Edens

we are on the waters leading into the greet Misscurrie
Sunday Morning, April 28th, 1880.

Cold as blirzard, %ind in Northewest and cloudy. All well snd
in good spirits. We travel today from necessity. We are out of feed
and must pet out to the Settlement vhere we can obtain it.

The distance we have travelled through the prairie without a
house or sny settler is set down as 60 miles, thet is on a straight
line, but the way we heve travelled is not less than 80 miles. TFoy
half the distance & little north of West, thence from iddle River to
¥ishnabotne the road a good portion of the wey is west of Southand
the cookedest road we have travelled. Crossed West Wishnabotna 26
times,
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7This Bvening we camped on Silver Creek. This is a very fine
rond, nearly as good as masadomlzed road with the exception of the
sloughs and the needed macadom, Ibunt Seott has a besutiful
sileration (silhouette?)s The Mormans have a settlemernt on $ilver
Creel, algo st Indien Tow: on Bast Nishnabotume

They have the firest wheat here I have ever seen in the West,
Monday Yoraing April 20the |

we ars 16 miles from the Muflfs (Council)e We press ibmrd;
enxious to see the great rendeszveus for the Mormon, Celifornian end
Oregon emigrents.
™o otelock.

7 met with Cousin Yerren Snow, It wae gulte pleasant to meet
one's friends especially in a strange coumtry. Heard of Unele Elisha
vorhiss All well and doing first rate, They are living at Canesville.
Tt is a Mormon sebtlement, some four or five miles long end is sit-
uated in a deep nviné one mile from the Misscuri,

we srrived at Canesville ebout 2 o%cloek after travelling and
iying by on the road fourteen snd & halfl dayse Xed a fine time.
got through without much difficulby.

ound the City (Iowa) company and cemped with them in a deep
ravine one mile west of town. Thie is properly called the Bluffs.
Tere hills upon hills are piled and have quite e mountainous appserance.
Taesday April B50th, 1850.
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¥%e have been in the towm vurchaeing feeds The way they put the
priee is beyond all eonsolentious seruples. ¥heat demands the sum
of §2.00 and §2,60. quick saless Corn $2.00 emd $2.50, Oate $1.50
to $2,00. Hard living but considerably better then on the plaies,
Wednesday, May 1, 1880,

Tais morming we had ice ome~fourth inch thiock. Orass very poor.
In feot no grazing here, The company is ell in good spirits.
Thursday, Mey 2nd, 1B50.

Cold and the wind in the Yorthwest. Cenesville et this time is
& shaving nleoes Normons shave Californians end Californians shave
one anothers In the evening we had a fine rain,

Friday, Mey 3rd.

vind the north-east. Ouite ecols Very expemsive living here, but
the backwardness of the season compels us to remain here, or r: the
risk of losing our tesms,

Marshall Myers drilled the company. Merched them through the
camp a fow timos. Inspected the ams. Found all in order and fully
equipped. Dismissed ue till we crvesed the Missouri, The compeny
will number 80 o 20 men, Mem who are determined to go forward or die
in the atbtempt. ‘

Setuday, Mey 4th, 1850.

Left camp for the river and cemped on the bahk of the Missouri
in the evening ¢ miles from Camesville at the town of St. Francis.
Here we lay over, (Sunday My Gbth, 1860) wntil late in the evening
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when three or four teams crossed over the river and the remainder of
the ¢ity oconpany orossed over Monday the 6th. Bere 1s the ilssion,
The Missioners live in grend stvles Excellont schoel here. Te sew
three or four Indian boye who were well dressed. Ve travellsd 8
miles end camped on Little Papesh,

Tudeday, Mey 7th, 1830.

tuite gold, ITeft camp early in the worning. Division As 1 4in
the lead, Travelled 4 miles, Crossed the Big Papesah., Ve hed to
repair the bridge, end let the wangone down on it with ropes. The
ecowmtry is fine, bub entirely destitute of timber, Travelled 20 miles,
orossed the Elk Forn of the Platte, Camped on the west bank of the
stream. Here we had a taste of Californias Let our wagons on the
boat bylmnd, and drew them out In the same way, and etarted on our way.
Travelled near the bank of the Plattes Here the stream is threee
fourthe o & mile wide, cuite shellow, Mull of send bare here, BRest
grass we have seen. Went about 25 miles. Camped at a small lake one
mile f‘qu the river. Orating rather poors
2 otolocks _

e seaw quite a number of Puwnees, Therl village was in sight on
the south side of the Flatte nearly three milez from our train. The
Tndtane built their village by setting posts, then weevins the spaces
elosing with brush. Then covering the whole with dirt in the shape of
potato hills. “
mﬁrldw. Hay 8th, 1860.



Iravelle d about 15 miles. One-half past 11 efclooks Took our
"Grub" on the bank of the Platte after making 15 miles., The sountyy
from the mouth of the Platte to this point is a levael sandy plain,
On the Forth side of the Plabte, we made 9 miles in the aftemoon,
md camped on m small lake in the revines Here we found plenty good
grazing and our horses filled themsslves finely,

Vhen wa leave the Loop Fork we shall then travel to the South
West unbll we strike the Platbes Ve have travelled wp the Loop Fork
for 26 miles.

There is considerable dissension in the Compeny, and I fear that
there will be many divisions, yet I hope for the best., There is
nothing like wilon, Where thers is unlon there is strength, whish is
highly necessary in sn Indian ocoumtry,

¥ear the camp, I found several large bloocks of chalk, snd zome
speoimens of slate, but of an inferior quality. The land here is
of & very poor quality.

¥e have been travelling on the bottom lands, which averapge
about one mile wides Then come the sand hills, which are frem 30
to 160 feet high.

The boys brought in & deer vhich made us gulte a treat. We wers
hungry for something fresh.
londay, May 15th, 1850.

Quite ooole I was out early grazing my horses, The weather is

very eool nights. Grass short and we must find it so for some time,



until the weather gets warmers After we left ths loop Tork one mile
we pacended the table landes We found a vast level plain. There is
no timber worth mentioning. © otelock we lelt the main road. Trave
elled about two miles, when we had the worst swampings mmmg horses
plunglng, men hollering. Uhitched, pulled cub, hitched on the
haress, left tho wheels and pulled him sheed the swamp, 2% rods wide.
Yen oursing. Here we like to have had a fit. A littlis interference
soon settled the matter and we were scon on our way to California,
May 15th, 1850. 11 o'olock.

Ceme to a emall stresm. Iere Indians have had a hunting camp.
Some 50 or 60 of Wickieupe. No timber. From the sppearances the
Indians have killed a large number of buffaloess Exoellent weter mnd
good pgrass. Here sgain have some trouble in orossing the stresms.
& otelooks Wo had & most gloricus chase after & Buffalo cow, horsemen
and footmen, Johu Bandoo gave Mt 8 dead shot, after running her
about a mile and & half. The way we fell about her was ourious. We
skinned her in short order. Thenthe way we out and carved her o
pleces wns not slow, I tell yous Packed her om horses and travelled
7 miles, being rather tired from our chase and of travelling 18 miles
todsy. We undertook to meke n shcrﬁ-wt,* but I fear we have made
nothing.

% otelock. We oame on the Flatbe. Here are several cedar trees.



BOOK 2
411 of Page 1 and helf of page illegible.
Thursdey Worning, May l6th, 1860,

The weather warm during the day. We s}mll_ starﬁ‘ forward st
half past six o'elock,
4 o'elocks

Camped on & small stream rmmning into the Platte from the Norkh
wost, Our general direction todsy a little South of west. We have
made 26 miles. Country generally pood, but destitube of timber.

We passed through several dog towns today. (prairie.) They have
chosen dry snd ineligible situations. %e passed through one town §
miles long and 1 mile wide whore there was a burrow to every square rod,
I have as yet not seen any being in the rear of the train this evening.

The dissensions in the company are louder. Threaten dissolution
soon and yet we hope their fiery dispositions may become more softened
and the company get along amiscably.

To pass the dull time took a squirrel hunt.

Friday Morning, May 17, 1860 |

All 1s well through the camp., There is quite an appearance of
rein. We heve had snow twice since we left. We have today passed 12
trainse In all 150 wagens. Vo geot as much venison and buffalo ss
we aro sble to consume, We have had some hard slough but still have

made 20 miles and ommpod by & slough and used bulfalo ships to cock by.



Here the grass 1s very short. Ve have beem in sight of traine
on the south eide of the range wending curway to Californis.

We have crossed several small streams todgy. wWater plenty in
theme Wood is searce. In fact we have rothing but willow brush.
Ssturday, May 18th.

e left our camp at 7 o'elocks The bottom lands are level and
are 4 to 8 miles wide. On the south side they appear to be quite
DArTOW.

o arc at & small islend laying in 8 stook of wood %o last us
60 miles. We have to wade to the island. At this island we saw &
most lovely sight. Three leflges on horseback gracefully gulding their
quiet steeds or the prarie. We have eamped in the preirie by & slough.
Dug & woell, Found pretiy geod weter at 3 Pfeet and had tolerably
good greaging.

Mede 14 miles by 2 o'clook.. The boys brought in three antelopes
and we are feasting on the wild game of the preirie,

We have killed three buffeloes, They are hardly worth killing,
quite poor. If we were to judpe by the sipgns, we have seen near to
100 up to todey that have been burmed to desth by the prairie firves,
ﬁm boy in hunting saw 18 In one sink hole, where they probably had
fled for protéchion.

Thls evening a vote was taken vwhether we should ley by +111
nornings Desided in the affimmtive.

Sundsy Moming, May 19¢h, 1860,



This is a most lovely momnings All is sbill end quiet. MNo
sound strikes my ear, but the song of the many spring birds, We are
constantly in the sight of hundrods of teams. On both sides of the
Platte there is timber, box elder.

ve had quite en interesting sermon and an attentive oompregation.
Lots are Califomisns travelling, Some are lying still and observing
the Sabbaths
Monday Morning, May 20th, 1880,

Ve left camp early. %o have found the roade very sandy and the
travelling heavy. Iere the countyry is poors The rooks are piled
up without eny regularity. The rain that fells sinkes into the sand
beds. There is plenty of game in this region of country. Buffale
chips ere plenty. The whole famce of the country is Qm.m with them.
we have made 23 miles today.

Tuesday, the 2let of May.

Camped early having made 13% miles to Pawee Spring at the hesd
of Pawpee Swamp. Here is the best spring I have ever semm pouring
out of the sand blufis. At this point weter is poor. We have hard
roads todays. The eountry todey is very poors Y have seen herds of
buffeloes. The blulfs sre covered with them. We would have fine sport
but they are poor and not worth killing.

We passed two graves, one dled this spring the other last.

Ve are petting along finely snd made 27 miles, Throe buffaloces |

brought into camp this evening.



Wednesday, My 22nd, 1880.

Ve left ocamp at § for the purpose of passing 4 trains that cemped
near us. We got mlong pretity well but had some pretty hard pulling
in crossing the sand bluffes Made 223 miles and camped om a small
rivar'néar the Flatte, orcssing two miles of the deepest eand I have
soen, Hundreds of buffaloes oomstantly in sight.

Thursday, May 23rd, 1860.

We fared pretty well for grase, during the day until 8 otelosk
when the grass was not sufficient for our teams. We kept pushing
forward in the hepes of finding good feed, but found none, Reached
the bluffs after making 30 miless ¥We have crossed several beaubiful
stroams affording an aboundence of water and some of the best springs
I have aver seen.

We have passed through sowe hoavy send today making the very
worst time we have done at any time since ws left home. At the
Cedar Bluffs and on the south side of the river and on the nérth side
of the Platte opposite the Bluffs comes in a oreek 10 feet wide,
shallow and of ebrong current.

Pridey ¥orning, May 24th, 1850

¥e left camp at daybresk. Pushed on nearly two miles for good
grasss Turmed out our horses, pot breskisst and again pushed on.
Some of our company not leaving the camp, we therefore drove mhead
end left thems vhilst wo were gresing, they left camp, saught up and

passed us,



Ten miles from camp we had e very steep hill of saud 4o olimb
% spoke deep. Here we had & mile of heavy sande We found plenty
of water during the day but little grass.

In the evening cemped on (astle Rook Creek. wWe passed one grave
todays The country at this time 1s barren and dewmeolste and will
probably mm s0e Wo saw some Indians today of the Sioux tribes
The obampany will get together apaln efter meking 23 miles.

Saturday, May 206th, 1850,

we lelt camp &t 7 o'oloeks Pretty good roads. No prass wntil
5 oteloek when we stopped for the Sabbethe Vo are camped within 6
rods of a greve. The nsme of the perecn occupying this lonely
cemetary of the dead is Jumes Wallker of Illinode. DpDied May 23rd, 1850,

We passed one grave todey. A lady died last year, We were
in sight of two Indiar towns on the south side of the Platte, We
saw & few of the Indlans, They are stout, robust and quite good
locking. Appear ecleenly and are guite friendly. we huve but little
fire wood tonights Our gompany by the by will burn s wagon tonight.
Fire wood costs at least Pifty dollars per cord.

The Linn County Compeny are esomped close by, They gave us &
splendid serenade. They oame into camp., ¥e had some most exoellent
singing scoompsnied with the banjos After the singing the men felt
like walking 20 miles and coneluded t¢ have a French 4 snd Cotillien,
g0 formed & ring end shose their partners from the feir sex, but for

man took man and the way the prairie grass suflered was a sight.



There would have been dust in the éya& too, but for e shower in the
afternoon.
Sundey, Hay 26th, 1880,

After oslling & meeting the company decided 4het it would be
actually necessary end expedient for us to travel owing %o the great
amount of emigration behind us foreing them forward to the top of
their speed, paseing all they could and firing the prairie end des-
troying the feed.

Crab Creek, we orossed 4 miles from oaEp and ten milees from our
norning eamp we orossed Coubs Nills. Here 1¥ some romentic soonery.
There are meny gingular shapes, some appearing like the ruins of enclent
castles, towers and pyramldss This is & sendy and barren sountry,
ﬂlﬁer&l}.y we havo camped on the bank of the Platte, After meking 80
miles, we are in sight of the Court House and Chimey Roecke
londey Evening, May 27th, 1850,

We are camped this evening opposite the celebrated Chimey Rock.
It ls situsted § miles south of ue, and has quite an imposing appurmgé'.
It ie said to De 260 feet in helght and cen be seen 35 or 40 niles
awiys The Chimey is situated on & largo mound and looks as ir it
might be 50 feet in helght. The Court House does not deserve the
flattering enconiume glven it by Bryant. Thise is & berren and des-
okate country. We have made 23 miles and camped here in the meridian
of the Chimney Roeks Cold mnd reiny. We had considerable grass during
the day. |



Tuesday, May 28th, 1880.

¥e left camp at 7 ofelogk and travelled in sight of Chimmey Rosk
27 miless Scott's Bluffs and counbry around here iz some of the most
splendid scenery I have over seens The Hluffs are between 2 and 3
hundred feet high and pressnt a vef_y imposing smpopearsnce. These
Hluf'fs are coversed with & very imposing appearence. There Bluffs are
povered with codars with thelr Leautiful green foilage. Orass rather
VOO
wednesdny, 29th.

We left samp at one half past six, travelled om in sight of
Seott's Blulfs, We omme in e#ight of Laramie Peak, which is to be
goen in the west at a distance of 150 milese Ve can see snow in the
north-east at noon todey. Orass peors Camped this evening on .the
Platte after meking 25 miles. Had scaresly any grezinpg., 7he spii-g-,
from the company oame up and eamped with us, 22 tesms of us together
whish will probably continue one
Thursdey, 30th, 1850.

1oft camp at half past six o'olock:. Pushed forward to Fort
Laramie which we shell meke early this eveninp., Remched tho Ferry et
the Fort at 4 otolock. We are pussing through a sandy end desclate
gountry. Te timber and hes meny sandy fcaée. Weo wade 22 miles this
daye
Priday, 31lst, 1880

e ferried the river in the evening, camped on the south bank of



the Platte. We paid §1.00 per wagons Ferried over in safety., Fort
Lareuie is located one and one~half miles from the Ferry on the |
Laremie River, Uncle Sam does business in r fine etyle. They have
excollent bulldingss two storess. 170 soldiers here on duty,
Seturday, 1lst dey of June. |

we left cemp at deylights We have seén & vast amount of property
thrown away. We passed three graves todey. Died 1849 in July.

We are in the Black Hills, We did not expect te find prass, but
are heppily disappointeds We have rain ajm! have had every day for
last four deys. This evening it poured down in torrents. There is
gome of the most beautiful seemery in the Black Hills region from their
being éwartd with pine eid ceders It is short and bushyl

In the highest hills, the Platte has out oanyons through the
rocks 250 feet perpendicularly.

We are in sight of a shain of mountains running from Laramiets
Peak southwest and they mre covered with snow. We have made 24 miles
today.

Sunday, &nd of June, 1850

We left camp at 7 otelosks We travel today from necessity,
Imdreds are on the road who are pushing shead with the expestation
that greass will be scerce and flrst come, the Uirst served.

Te travelled today with 4 o'elook finding m good camp ground.

%e laild by for the balance of the day, sfter meking 20 miles.



We passed some splendid seenery. %o had the grestest hail storm
I ever witnessed. There being searcely sny wind, we found hail
averayod size of & ball,

We ars camped on the bank of the Flatte. It is 250 or 300
yarda wide, and not fordable at thies time.

Yo met § temms from Salt Lake. They report grass is good shead.
We therefore cheerily push forwards This is e rooky country. ve
wwg;::ght with toreh in hand to view one of the most beautiful and
majestic sightss We tramped to the ﬂwr cne mile from our csmp, The
river hes ecut 11:5 way through the rosks Yo the depth of 300 feet
perpendioulars This certainly .hn; been one mighty fresk of nature.

As you advanoe into the ocsmnon you are struck with astonishment st

the ineressed helight of the bluffe which riss to the height of 50O

feot upward on both sides of the river. This deep chmsm is eut through
the roeks for the distance of nearly two miles,

Hendey Morning, Juns 3rd.

e left camp at 6 o'eloeks We have had the best roads I have
ever seen, equal to any Heomdam mad,‘alightly mscending = or des-
condings We have very good grass. ¥hat there is of 4, It 1s a kind
of bunch grass and is now seeding snd Awill be ripe and up in five or
six weeks. We have been in the sage country for the last 3 days. It
looks quite patural and is prineipally confined to the bottom lande,

We are camped on the Lafontonian emplying into the Platte from
the south, Some little timber, cotbonwood, box~older and willow,



¥e travelled 23 miles today, We travell d one mile in the
raine Quite cooles Hail storm %o the north of us. It fell to deptﬁ
of & to 6 inches.

Vie had an election at the ecamp by our ocompany, for the purpose
of electing officers for the companye Ely Kyers was chosen by
acclamation, as eleo Mr. Sessions and Luoas who were elected for the
torm of 1 monthe
Tuesday Morning.

I am at this tise one mile from oauwp grazing sur horses on a
dry oresk in the Black Hills. We loft the camp at 7 otelock, struck
down the Le-Bout about one and a helf miles, came out mmong the Red
Hille. These hills are & very sinpular formation, The earth and
stone are a dark red solor., T™und miles of enother formetion, Rooks
mey be seer bearing eome resemblance to loal sugar after being
exposed to the atmosphers bocomes softs It has a 1ittle morid taste,
elso & mound of golld rock 150 feet high resembling a sugar loads

¥e are camped on Lepvele Creek. Flenty of water and grass,
not much timber but suffielent for camping. Neer this gtream on the
south is & raange of very high hills of solid roek lying layers nearly
perpendicular, a little inelined %o the south and of a reddish cast,
on the north inclined te the south, white. Wood and water at several
points along the road, Today we have found the best of zrass by
leaving the road one mile, Two and & hall miles from our eamp is a

natural bridge across the ereok some 20 to 30 miles,



v:odnesday Morninge

We left camp at 7 o'closke Passed several small stresms today.
Came on to the Platte at 2 o'slosk. Travelled near it and eamped on
its benk. Crossed Deer (reek, A bsautiful oreek 40 feet wide 2nd
very rapid. Here is tho most timber we have seen for several days,
cotton=woods About 1% miles west and 2 from the road is an exteonsive
sole bed, Also some iron ores

We have made 26 miles todey snd 7 miles west of Deer Creek, Have
rether poor grase tonight. Had splendld grass today at noon,
Thursday, June 6th, 1860.

We left camp at half past six o'elocks. Drove to the Ferry.
Here are two companies walting. ‘Pive boats and csharging $4.00 per
wagon and 26¢ per horse. This made 18 .hmdmd dollarse
The 7th day of the montha '

The Platte 1s qulite a different stream from the Leramie. Deep,
narrow and swift, We have found tolerable grase today., We have had
good rosde. Our loads are gebting light and ocur horses doing well,
The days are warm and nights oolds

Our boys found an extensive ecoal bed today 5 miles from the
osmp, 2% miles from the roads

This is a barren ad desolate country, mountains of stone lay
piled in hideous shepes. We have made 22 miles. After camping,
the boys went to get a taste of anow, which lay in sight on the moune
tains hills. They followed up the stream on which we were camped to



the distance of 7 or 8 miles supposing the distance not more then 1}
miless This is the wildest strean they hiad even seen pouring over
eataracts of from 100 to 300 feet raging and fomming om its sourse.
Firday, 7th of June.

We erossed the Platte. Pald §5.26, exoellent Perrys The aroas.
from 100 to 400 teams per day. We have passed through a barren
desolate country. Grass poor and water not fit to drink, for the
distance of 18 to 20 miles.

We are cemped on & small spring branch ealled the Sulpher Spring
efter making 26 miles today. We orossed the Slkeli swamp 22 miles
from the Perry near which lle the skulle of ten hesd of cattle. Near
here are coal beds.

Saturday, 8th.

left camp & of 4 o'cloek. Pushed on in search of grasse At
7 otelook we found pretty good grass and the best of water % miles
from the road end 4 miles west of the mines A% spring the country
is 80 poor it is destitube of grass, that we are mostly sompelled to
use the eastern method of grazing, that is to bold our horses by the
nind legs and let them down into the spaces between the sage to get
the grass. 4 .

Tais ovening we are ocamped on the Sweet ¥aber, 8 rode wide, 2
feet deeps Exoellent water, poor grass and no wood. Near our camp
15 the celebrated Independence Roeks It is a smooth rosk 250 to 300

feet high, covers several sores of ground. We passed seversl allali



swamps completely enorusted with saleratus at the surface. It is
fine snd soft one inch deeps It is finely orystalized and I believe
is good Va-,s the best msnufactured saleratus. It is white as snow,
and in very large quantities.

This country ls a desert mostly but here e a good spct of grass
near the foot of mowntains where the spring éomaa gushing out from
among the rocke moistening the carthe. Exeellent water,

Independense Rock le the most singular structure T have ever
-sosn. It is of ean oval shape, is & mile long, 30 rods wide at the base.
The ﬁmk is eimilar to the Lost Reck of Iown. (Supposedly Red Reek
near Des ioines.)

I stood on the top and eould see 300 teams moving and in camps.
This 18 a large regletry. Thousands of nemes are registered on this
roek, 200 in faot. Every consplouous plece some gentlemen of note
have placed thelr M.D.Fe«R. or other title. Inde 22 miles,

Sunday Morning, ¢ otelooke

We are lying by teday resting ourselves snd teams. We are
getting along finely. We are 1 montk ahead of the Priends from the
City last yeur.
¥onday, June 10th, 1880.

Te have left camp at 7 o'oloek. Flace our nages on Independence
Rooke. Passed on to the Devil?s (ate. This ie a passage out through
the solld rook by the Sweek Weter to the depth of four hundred fest
perpendioular md seventy feet wide. The bottom lands along the



Sweet Tater are on an aversage of 2 milee wide. vVery sandy end poor
grass 1s short on the bottom lands. On the hills it is longer,
though it is very seatterings It 1s bunch grass mixed through with
sage. The mounteine are ineremsing in helght and are of solid rosk
with e fow eedars olinging to the rooks.

We are emmped at the foot of a mountein near 800 feot in helght
snd nearly perpendieular. We have made 25 miles today. e passed
twe graves, Persons dled last year in Julys An emigrant out hunting
cane across an Indien who shot an arrow from soms 'uwlﬂduﬂ spot which
misged 1ts aime The Indisn left his hiding place to out off the
esoape of the emigrent who made for the sage spot. Hid in the sage.
The Indian soon showed himsell and was shot by the emigrant. The
Indians probebly will not find hims He made two bounds intc the afy
end foll dead on his owmn soils Vhat the consequences may be do not
know. |

I seught a glimpse of the Wind River snowy mountains today. e
have seen noe {Indians) in traveliing the last 400 miles. They keep
out in the mowntains for fear of catching the smallpox and cholera.
The ox teams are a grest annoysnee to the horse *‘bm. They travel
slowly but make it up in time, push shead,

Tuesday, June 1llth, 1850.

¥We left ocamp in fine order 21 wagons in traein, The road srowded

full of horses end mule temms. The sountry is poorest sountry I have

over seen. Destitube or nearly so of vegetation with the exoception of



sage, grass woode We have beem im full sight of the Wind River, chain
of the Rocky Mowmteins ocovered with perpetusl snow. We have seen
gnow for 189 miless We have seon the heaviest kind of land for 15
miles. We have followed up the Sweet Water River and are gsamped on
ite bank after making 21 mlles. Sunderland and wright have gone out
to the mountaine hubtings The timber is excellent on the top. Pine
and cedar here. We have a small spot of first rate grass 1 mile from
campe ‘

Wodnesday, June 12th, 1860.

Good pass snd comfortables The Sweet Water River 18 60 feet Wide.
Current strong. Camped on the Sweet Yeter after making 22 miles. We
travelled 18 miles without grass or water. The grass here is the
poorest I have ever seen, seattering on the hills ond bottom lends.
The alkeli seen, is meking us afraid to use 1t, the grass on the
bottom ie thiokly se‘b', but short and low., Ve have seen § deand
animels yesterdsy and today. '

Thursday, June 13%h, 1800

Cold and windy« Left esmp at 7 ofclosks 8olid roads. We have
arrived at t&e top of the Devil's Baok of the Wind River lowntaines.
The ascent has been quite gradunl. Te are nearly on the level with
the snowe. We have bebter grass teday than yesterday. We pass daily
E or 6 wegons thrown away. At this peint the mountaine do not appear
a8 high as I expected Yo find thems I suppose the ascent is so
gredusle Cold this mornings Snowing on the mountein top to the



northwest. We are campod on Quaguenasp Creek after making 16 miles.
Roade solid but rather stony and dangercus to heavy loaded wagons.
Dmigrents coming through 2 weeks later must suffer, Our horses are
falling off fast. Three men slek in our %rain,
Pridey Moming, June 1l4. |

(ne and one half miles from camp prazing our teams. Ve found
what we aail proetty good grage in the mountein slough and among the
rooks. Thet growing among the rooks is more nubritious than the
slough grass and far better than the grass in Iowa, Illinols as* Mesouri,

Very @old this morning yet the sun is rising in the far Dest
bidding fair for a pleassnt day. A sgage brush Pive is TOry oome
fortable this moming and oversoats not out of place. We leave camp
at 7 o'olock and intend cemping near the celebrated Pasifie Spring
vhore the water rolls onward over mountaln, hill and dale into the
grest Paciflo ocean.

We samped this evening one miles ssst of the Pacific Springs.
We have first rate grass. The water is now flowing westward. This
| is the goldest elimate I have ever felt, Hedn and snow. We heve had
the best road elimbinge |

There are the irst cottonwood and willow trees we heve seen
worth mentioning for several days. This is quite a repid stresm and
is from 350 to 400 feet wides Here ars two ferries, Price §5.00
per wagon and §1.,00 per horsee This country the poorest and barren,
gravelly soil and destitute of mm&mg exeept gremsewcod, sage,



now and then a bunsh of grasss The cluster of ecottonwood and willow
make 1t look besutiful with thelr green foilagee

Here is an immense quanbity of alkeli. Emigrants ought to be
very careful to water their herses and cattle before turning them
loose. The river weter is pretty good. |
Puesdey, l8th of June.

We agein resumed our march et helfl past five down this river to
the Lowe Ferry one mile below our ommpe Here st the ferry are two
boate kept by two Fremch traders having thelr Indien wives and having
wickieups covered with dressed buffalo skins. We got over cheaper
thean expeoteds $3.00 per wepon mud GO per horse. we managed the
boats ourselves, Cost the company one hundred seven dollers. Got
goross in saleby. laft the Perry et 2. Passed down the river &
mileg and camped here. The boys cmght vhat they oalled salmon
troute A beautiful and fine flavored fish.

Extremely uolﬁ;l Ioe In our bucket, one quarter inch thiek.

Several in our el.nmpany are sick with fevers This is » poor
sompany's _

ve are in full sight of the Uintah chain of mountains in the
southwest covered with the perpetual snow.

Wednesday, June 1l9th, 1860.

e again took up our line of march at 7 o'clook. We left the

rivers Ascended on other table lands. We found some grass on the

uplends. Crossed the Ham's Fork at 4 o'alock. Here we see & poriion



of the Elephent, streams being high and no fara?y. Some paocked thelr
loads across on thelr horses. Others ralsed their beds, placed thelr
loads on top, got along in this way. '

Mnd cemp on Blaock Fort one snd one~hall miles from Mam's PFerk
on the Green River.

Protty good grass. Desclate and barren country. Made 22 miles
over pretiy good roads.
Thursday, 20th June, 1850.

We again resumed our line of merch up the Black Forks. Quite
plessant, yesterdsy in after part of the day and this sornings

We have passed through a rather betler country than usuale. Crass
in pleces looks {ine. The sountry through whioh we pess represents
many 6lnguler features. Among the moet striking 18 & mound on the
Fork of EBleaok's Fork 15 miles from the forks of Black and Ham's Forke.
There are a great many singular Buttes on the road; all being ap-
parently on a ledge with thelr sldes washed Into singular shapes
mtmb}.ing pillars perpendisular walls.

Camped two miles from Pbe Bridger. It 18 looated on Nlack mrk
on & level bottom land.
Priday, June 2lst, 1850.

We agaln resumed our line of march at 7 o'eclosk. Travelled over
. a portion of rough country. Crossed the north braneh of Blaok River
Fork, and camped on the mountaing five miles from the stream nser &

enow benk whish we use to cook withs ¥e have had Pirst rate greass



today. Made 20 miles. After oressing branch of Black Fork we oross
s ridge one mile from csup snd desoend into 2 revine, In the roeks
are several zood spkings. Near the head of the ravine is tho best
water I have drumnk sin¢e leaving homes In ten rods is & mineral
springe

Took & grizsly bear hwnb, travelllng some 5 or 6 miles {rom
roade Got into ocamp late, tired without getiing a prizzly.






