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I Otins centennial year of the California gold rush, it is Interesting to search
o Wtuh sc;mle of the letters written a century ago by overland immigrants who trav
e Salt Lake route, Surprisingly little attention has been paid to such letters;
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tion by the F orty-niners began.
The first travelers to reach Great Salt Lake City in the summer of 1849 arrived

2 or 3 days.” B ‘ ing i
- By June 23 they were arrivin i
: : § I great numbers, pack parties and
:;a%zr;cz;npames alike, and Hosea Stout, who the following mo;ninq wi;nt arsozrr:d
b Tielr encampment, found them “tradin ff thei "
surplus clothings &c chea ems il T Bt By
per than State prices tak
saddles pack saddles &c at very high pn'cesP.)”1 e exchange Horses mules
“T};I(;\v;r;:;eiﬁst Iate;, ;lvriting to his brother Orson, Parley P. Pratt commented
nat travel through this place, or near it will, it i ;
: , ; , 1t is thought, amount t
:}‘:Lni; tl;ln‘ty or forty thousand persons.” Almon W. Babbitt, who hid gone EZt t:))
o a e)é with the Forty-niners, and who returned east with the mail on Jul
> Buessed that from 12,000 to 15,000 California immigrants had passed throug}};

by Hubert H. Bancroft at about 25,000.
thrz:]j t}i)e sumhmer waned, the immigration slacked off, but isolated parties arrived
i Sitgsug;pf fakl)]. T:;};e last ;o(;npany to get in, Critcher’s party, which had left
ember <4, reached the haven of the Mormon cit 1;
: © . the na
margin, having to abandon their wagons in Echo Canyon and };he);r horsesnk?gl\f:

h -
dz;lsste;hr;enhe;gl:es on December 1, they had been virtually without food for four
: ; aken grave risks in making the j i
; : journey so late in th
and thmr. arrfval g§ave a proper dramatic flourish to the final curtai efseam}?’
overland immigration of 1849. e
" ;I;he l}eltters Iflere printed are only the smallest sampling of those that could
€ brought to light by a thorough search of the Anewspaper files of 1849-50. Yet
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as a sampling it seems likely that they fairly represent the whole. Of eight letters
reproduced, seven express an entirely favorable view of the Saints and their
young community, while one is wholly unfavorable. Should one examine the daily
journals of immigrants sho traveled by way of Great Salt Lake City, one would
find about the same proportion of favorable and unfavorable comment, and it
would be evident that those who took exception to thc Mormons usually were
antagonistic to the leaders rather than to the Saints themselves. Although in some
respects 1849 saw more cordial relations between the Saints and the overland im-
migrants than prevailed in any subsequent year, until the end of the frontier
era it was always true that the body of the Saints fared better than their ruling
authorities in the estimation of the overland travelers.

All but one of these letters were printed originally in contemporary newspapers,
and this gives them an interest and value beyond their significance as a picture
of social and economic conditions in Great Salt Lake City in 1849; being pub-
lished, they played their part in the struggle of the Mormons to vindicate them-
selves before American public opinion, a propaganda struggle in which they had
had to engage with the most deadly seriousness for more than fifteen years. There
can be no doubt that the favorable reports flooding back into hometown news-
papers concerning the Mormons in their new mountain home had a constructive
effect upon Congress and the President in the endeavor upon which the Mormons
were now embarking to obtain a government of their own. Although their cher-
ished State of Deseret was not sanctioned by Congress, the Territory of Utah
being set up in its stead, Utah was favored as few territories have been in the
number of its own citizens who were named to be its officers. The letters of Dr.
John M. Bernhisel to Brigham Young, written from Washington during this critical
period, fully emphasize the value to his labers of the cordial letters turning up
everywhere in the newspapers.

It has often been said that the Saints were guilty of gouging the needy immi-
grants who flooded in upon them seeking supplies. But it is evident from these
letters that the laws of supply and demand were in usual operation through the
summer of 1849. None of the present letters criticizes the Mormons on this score.

I [Great Salt Lake City]

8th July [1849]

We are now encamped in the Mormon City, fourteen hundred miles from the
States.? The city is laid off in very handsome style, and is about five miles

1. Reprinted from the Palmyra Missouri Whig, October 4, 1849. The Whig prefaces the
letter as follows: “A friend has permitted us to make some extracts from a letter written
at the Mormon city, by Mr. JOHN B. HAZLIP, a citizen of our town, who left for
California last spring. The writer had been sick with the mountain fever, but had re-
covered. Mr. THOS. HARD and Mr. JOSEPH WINLOCK, of the same company,
were slightly unwell when the letter was written. The lctter is dated 8th July .. ..”

2. As measured by the Mormon roadometer in 1847, it was 1,031 miles from Great Salt Lake
City to Winter Quarters, on the Missouri River. It may have been about 200 miles
farther by the usual trail south of the Platte to Independence.
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and Green River. A company built a boat on the Platte, and about the time they
crossed, Mr. Armstrong, of Monroe, and another company, offered Capt. Finley,
the owner of the boat, $230 for the boat. Capt. Finley told them that himself
and company had crossed, and all others might go to hell; and then cut the
boat in pieces before their eyes. This Captain Finley is from Illinois, and the
wretch should be published in every newspaper in the U. States. A company
from Pennsylvania, the Monroe company, and our company, built a boat and
after our companies crossed we handed it over to the next train that arrived.
This Capt. Finley is well known on the road from the Platte to California, and

will be pointed out to every company and hissed at.
[Joun B. Hazwiip.]
11
City of the Great Salt Lake,
July 8th, 1849.8

I arrived here several days since, very sick with the mountain fever. I am
now convalescent” and will leave to-morrow for the Sacramento valley. My mules
are in fine condition, and I think will go through in thirty days from this place.
Mzr. [Heber C.] Kimbal[l], one of the leading members of the Mormen church, to
whom I had a letter of introduction, received and treated me with great kind-
ness.

There is a great deal of sickness among the emigrants—some deaths—and for
the last five hundred miles the road has been literally strewn with dead animals.
The rush has been so great, that many have hurried on without the proper
regard for their stock, and the consequence is they will have to stop and resuscitate
them. I have passed more than three hundred teams. I left Vancourt’s train at the
upper crossing of the [North] Platte, all well. Davis’s train at Green river cross-
ing, some of whom had been sick, but were well when I saw them. G. W.
Coon’s train at Green river crossing. These trains hail from St. Louis. Coons
had so severe an attack of bilious fever at Pacific creek, that I remained with him
three days, but when I left him at Green river he had entirely recovered, and is
coming on by the Salt Lake route. John Christy took Sublett]e]’s Cut-off.® Capt.
Lafferty left here ten days since. The Telegraph company passed here on Mon-
day [July 2] last, all well. T have not heard of our friends Radford, Bay, Ken-

nerly, &c., since I left them at [the crossing of the] Kansas.

6. Reprinted from the St. Louis Missouri Republican, September 27, 1849, which prefaces the
letter by saying, “To the kindness of a friend we are indebted for the following extract
from a private letter, written by a well known young emigrant of this city.”

7. He may have been doctored by the Thomscnian practitioner, Priddy Meeks, who gives an
engaging account of his ministrations to immigrants this year in his journal, published
in Utah Historical Quarterly, (1942), X, 183-185.

8. Sublette’s Clutoff was so named this year by Joseph E. Ware, in an Emigrants’ Guide very
popular among the Forty-niners, the name evidently given in honor of Solomon Sub-
lette, who read Ware’s book before publication. The cutoff previously had been named
for Caleb Greenwood, who guided the California-bound Stevens-Townsend-Murphy
party across it in 1844, It separated from what becamc known as the Salt Lake road

west of South Pass, near the crossing of the Little Sandy, and struck across country to

reach the Bear River Valley near present Cokeville, Wyoming.




