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Kerch 12th, 1850, 4 besutiful dey; this dsy bid farewell o parente, brotkers,
... sigtere axd friends ard all the cemforts of home to start for Califorrie., #%g
il hard to part with dear friends with whom we have been associeted with from our
infarcy. Traveled 7 milee and stoped st the house of James Townsend,
e 18th : Baining, the wind Plewirg and the weather being very disagreeatle:
“wilert gz the day edvarced the rain ceesed end towards evening the clouds wers dieperesd
i ard the sun shone out besutifully. Stopped at the 4 mile house kept by Rese, where
L7 we gpent the night very comfertably. - e s
talne 144R Cocl with little frost; the sun shining brighily; the birds
. of spring singirg their eweet songe and gll nature rejoicing in the gmiles of a
£ Lo levely morning; peseed through the town of Terrvehaut, & flourighing town situsted
£ el on Wabach which we crossed and after traveling 13 miles we stcpped st the houss of
WD U Mre Armtrents ST A ity PSS ek _ it '
. .18tk - A% punrise cloudy and sppearance of rain but as the eun arcse
“u- 7 the cleuds were partly dispersed end the birde were ginging sweetly in the leafy
-t i trees; after travelling sbout 1% mile we crecsed the state line between Indisrs
$172 .gnd I1lineis. There ocur boys gave 3 éheers for Indiamns and bid her adieu for mary
£eil g long days bere we bid farewell to curdesr old gtate on whoss friendly soil we
kave spent the greater part of our lives; farewell then dear native land, we
«¥7¢ perbaps mey never see you no more; we may never treed upon your verdant hills end
©UW % dplesy never perbeps drirk from your fine sparkling springs that flow from thy
T 202 lefty hills nor ramble through thy mejestic forestss But our thoughts shell wander
eft to thee; round thee will our fond reccllections cling arnd &uring thes moset
iniil gevere troubles and privations our thoughts will be carried back to ¢ld Indiene
5 and the kind friends that we left there; May her days be long and prospereus; may
22t ghe be the most brillient star that hes & place on the Star-Spangled Benner. The
‘et eguntry teday is generslly prairaire interspersed with groves of timber; about 3
! glelock we reached Parie in Edear Co., which is a besutiful town citusted in the
edge of the grand prereire. Cur boys succeeded in chooting a prairaira chicken
1IIlu: which are here very mumerous but herd to get to shoots Wild ducks are aleo very
plenty, After travelling 1% miles we stopped for nighte The view from here isg
wrelbeantifels There ie something sublime in a view in a preiraira; something of which
one cen not concelve until he has experienced it,
16tk -+ - Cloudy, winmd blowing conciderably, appesrance of rein; bui the
tlecds were soon dleperzed and the day wes very warm, The country is etill thet of
prairie through which are merny deep sioughs in which are millions of frogs wkich
ealute our esrs with there everlasting cresiing; in the ponds e2re mmerous gquaniities
of duck: with gome cranes and wild geese; prairie chickene are mumercus and omy
compexy shot 3 which we dressed and ecookesd for breslkfast; a herd of 8 deer was seen

g

today but we ecnld rot get a shol at them., We traveled 15 miles and stopped at Archers,

17th, e Cloudy snd thundering and strong irdieations of rain; but after
raining e 1ittle ghower 1t felred off, but towerd evering s strong wind frem the
west srose which mede it quite disagreeesble, contiming all nighte fTodey we
travelled 7 miles in the 18 mileg prairie and stopped et Hallisces,

18th, C€old, clear arnd very windy which mekes it very uncomfortables

but sbout nocm it bscame more comfortable, I.L.Esrrig, W, Sellers and myself being
in advance of the tezms, threw gurgelves upon the grass to rest and in thet pesition
¥g could not gee timber in arny directisn; walting until the teams came up we fed

fer noen, both teams and men, After resting a shert time we drove on for sheunt 5
mriles where w2 struck the tirber which was about 3 miles wide censieting of oske with
some walvut end elm and the timber of a sseller growth which formed quite a besutifvl
foresty through which flowed the east Ocaw, a streasm about 20 yde. wide; beirxg
tolerably deep and the water not very clear over Wwhich was & good bridge after which
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- Qur company coneisting of glx weagons, ﬁfty two head of
oxen, aix horses, end twenty three men having 1aid in supplies of provision
and other articles necessary for so long a journey, crossed the Missouri at
St. Joseph at two ofclock P.M. one of the prinelpel points of rendesvous of
the California emigration, which was very mx..ch crowded with wagons and men
‘on their road to the gold regions.

After erossing the river we traveled iwo miles and ca.mpe;d

tu'ned out our cattle to graze. The grase not very good; the bettom very
heavily timbered with gigantic cottonwood, eycamore, with thick underbrugh and tall

~yrughess - Six of our cattle strayed away and could not be found, - During the

evening eaw several Indians who Were ornamented with beads, ribbands, &nd a
veriety of trinkets, forming a very uncouth appearance. A great many wagons snd
etc. camped in the lot 20 that the noise and bust'le of camp was heard till e
late hours.
7the ch.te a disagreea.ble morning. We were arcused from our beds
early by the water ranning into our tent, Some snow intermingled with the rain.
4 portion of our compeny were started in search of the lost cattle which after a
fatigneing were found late in the evening.

~ But in the mesntime with our remaining meved our camp
to ths bluff five miles distant, at the foot of which a great meny wagzons were
camped, The bluff rises abm.rtly one hindred fifty feet high from the top of
vhich e grand view of the surrounding may be obtalned. From the top of it
St. Jo is seen six miles digtant and the bills of Mo. risz boldly to the east
round the base of which the River flows forming the great bend in the ghape of
a horseshoe, This bend embraces about fifty sguare miles and is heavily timbered
with the species before mentioned, over which the eye cazn gaZe es & map at the
feet; to the west stretch as far as the eye can reach, the plaln bereft of ticber
except the little groves along the emall streams, the surface is very broken
fsming a romantick viem :

Bthy " ' A fine marnins. Yoved forward 12 miles, cemped on a srall
stream, grass very short, the surface very undulating, soil apparently good.
4 great many teams moving onward todsay; passed 3 graves of the last years emigrents

-'ﬁrho c'Lied from cholera.

eth. ' mraveled 4 miless Caz@ed on ¥zl Wolfcreek where the gracs
wae very goods. We stoped here to recound our cettle. Eteyed one day and helf, several
Indians in camrp today with their bows arnd mrrows wanting te shoot for morey. 'Q:Lsy

. were good marksmen; could bit a dime 20 yds.

11 th, " Yery ccel in the morning, secwe frost, but the day was quite

‘warm, Traveled 10 miles, cerped on a small stream of gocxﬁ waler one mile off the

road, grass very good, pacsed the residence of the agert of the Awerican govermment
in tribea of tke Secks and Fox, the Presbyleriens have among these Indianes



o

17the A cool wind from the North, ccol encugh for overcoats. Staried
at elght olclock; after traveling & few miles the face of the country became
almost level except occasional ewelle that occured beautiful on the surface
at regular intervals, like spreading meadows; the soil very good, on goms parta
coarse gravel; the roads fine but quite dusty., Pacsed today the carcassss of
six dead horses, making in all 17 horees and mules since leaving 5t.J¢., that

. " have surk under the fatigue of journey. ZEncamped for night in the wide
PUSSL prairie by a pool of mddy weter which was unfit for everything elee but our
.. cettle; but tolerable good water and wood was obtained by carrying them /4
< mpiless Travelled 18 miles . . :

| SS5.7 o184k, A pleasant dayl wind from the North. Traveled 16 miles. Cemped
iofa fj" where there was gome water in pools, not very good but little wood; grass very

G- £57 poods After traveling 8 miles from our camp, came to the Big Elue, a fire

i2%  gtreem about 25 yards wide flowing south with a rlacid current cver a fine gandy
3 i": bottom; the water in the channel is generally from one to two feet deep and very
82 ¢7 clear/ Some timber along its barnks, principally osk and elm and cottomvoods

fZoies  19th, Sunday. Werm day. The wind changed to the South and gave strong indicatiors
ef rain which contimed to increase mt end at sunset a dark eloud began to arise
“&Us in the western horizon, illumineted by vivid flashes of lightning, At last
® 229 the dietant thunder was heard which was socn fcllowed by a fine rain. ¥e re-
%5 mpined in our camp to rest our oxen and let them graze, the grass being very good, -

20th. 4 lovely morning. Everything very moch refreshed by the last
nights rein. Started at 8 olclock; traveled 10 miles; camped on & srell stream.
of geod water; the grass very good, The appearance of the country the same as
here tofore,

2lste Cloudy and tolerably cocl. Started this morning at our ueusl time;
in about cne mile from our camp came to & small stream with very steep banks over
®hich we passed without much difficulty; on the banke of which was two greveg,
cne was that of an old man 73 years old who died last Mey: the other fellow who
sccidentally shot himself a few days since. Alasl A1l his golden dresme and
glerious hepes of the future were crushed in a moment; what a melzncholy fate

to be this in one moment; hurried from time to eternity when far avay fromfrierds
end relatives. We crossed another small stream, a tributary of the "Eluve" ard
cemped on the left bank of the litile Blue; which is a srall stream of clear
rater flowing south., There is xm some timber slorg banks of the ususl kindsg
the bettom is about 3,{4 mile wide; covered with pretty gocd gress; today
travelad 18 miless ‘ ' '

22nd, Ralning; we did not start till late until the rain bhad cessed,
The road tolersbly mmddy; the country very broken with deep gullies, the goil
2ot s0 good as ueual. Crosgsed several dry chenrels of coarse gand snd of a
«i8L0 reddigh ¥me; there geems to be considerably streams at times; traveled 12 miles;
©iife semped on'a sandy chernel in whick was some water in basins. The tuffaloes ware
¢ v seen at sowe distence from the road, Some of our compeny started in pursuit of
w u7l them; sterted them towards the rcad, there belng msny men slonz the rcad; others
nellt Joined in the chzee, some on horseback end others foot ell hurrying pelumell
imin Lo zee the buffalo, but there being no experienced kmnter, they moocn sbandoned
the purguit; but some of the men got close enough to shoot end fired but did pot
vz Yo affeet anything, '




" Missourl, very muddy and wit an average depth of from one to three feet: it khas
the appearance of being a deep navigable stream and the traveller is asionished

at its being shallow, No wood could be had; but a few small willow bushes and very
good tolerable water by digglng holes in the grournd sbout 2 ft, deep.

.- 29th. - A pleasant morning but cool; made an early start; traveled 2 miles
:; and encamped in the valley near a small branch of clear cold water elose to the
River; we got some wood on a smell Island in the river; the grass was very good
s+~ and our cattle fared finely; the country the same appearance as yesterday. The
- sandy hills to the left gave place to a green plain forming a besutifulappearance.

- 30th. Clear and calm and very pleasent; started at 65 ofclock, roads

nanon very fines the soil very sandy and feriile covered with good grass and many

% gniny beautiful f£yew flowers spread over the surfece. Our road lsy pear the base of

5 zis~r~ the plain which had now become high broken hills increasing in elevation; the
grd . view along our road today is interspersed with many lslands, some of which are

timbered with cottonwood; we traveled 20 miles and encamped near the river where
the grass was very good but the water was bade ; y

oo Slete : ¥e were on our toa.d at en early hour; ths morning was fine. The

‘e prairie bottom was higher and drier, but in some places the surface was broken
tr. by gallies putting down from the bluff. The hills which border the right bank

5 . of the river higher and more broken and picturesque in the outline forming a

.. lofty range of conical pesks. The soil is not =o goed and consisted of a bed of

~.. coarse sand and gravel covered with a thin stratum of light soil. Ve encamped

~  for night near the river by a slo*ngh of bad water; the grass not very good; we

" mede todey 20 mileg.

‘ Junevlst. - The morning was tolerably cool with & sirong wind from the South
.- eest; but {oards evening i{ became very warm and a derk cloud rose in the wesi that
. gave indications of 2n approaching rain; it however raiped but little. Ve
... traveled today but 16 miles and camped soon in the afternson. The wvelley along our
road today is narrower and the surface more broken than herefofore; there being
. eeversl deep ravines putting down from the bluffg; the river is here divided into
- seversl chamnnels that form many Islands which are generzlly well timbered witn
- cotonwood, willow, boxelders and soms cedar. I visited the bdluffs today which still
7. contlme to increase in height and beauty. I ascended a lofty pesk that rises some
- 300 feet above the velley over which the eye can gaze; the green level xmik
. valley, the river with it{s numerous channels embracing many beautiful islands
covered with green trees and beyond the lefty blufis bordering the left bark of

.+« the river formed a beautiful scenery. In the rear confirmmed the hiils as far as I

ri. Cou}d see presenting a very broken appesrance rising in lofty pesks one above
. 2..- Bnother between which were deep ravines =% shut in on all sides by these bluffs
¢ rops hat riss almost perpendiculer from one to three kmndred feet; these ravines ars
e p o vimbered with cedar, the dark folimge of which forms a striking contrast to the
epws . Yellow barren sldes of the khills. These bluffs are composed of a mixture of sard
and clay, We camped near the river where we had plenty of good wood and weters

the grass was very goods

©po.o. Sunday,June 2nd. We remained in cemp; the day was most beautiful, the sir

.t . Dleasant end a sglight breeze from the wesi; the birds are singing sweetly in the
- 1itile grove where we camped; no object of intereet occurede Some of cur company
~ Vigited the bluffs 1} miles distant. In the evening it began to tiunder and

. 5. llghtning in the west giving strong indicetions of rain and in the after part of
. ... the night it rained consideradle, :
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Zlgte - Ve renched the ‘E‘ez'w; ab 4 otulogk after o drive of 18 ::ilw* £€a road in
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3 This morning ve dysve &n a yolo of t::ztile to each wapgmnn to dx
19 boat, then indending %o sulm $hem ovsey Qw WEEGng ¥ers £oon avor and g5
? Teat ¥o swin the oxsn ovary took them 2 riles ©o the rivar %0 a gwify n-};

arsve then in, tried ua:;i::f.;. notsn Tt could ned gt then to £o cvar, then drove them i
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Yonlsy, 2nd. Ve were off guite early this morring; expeci today o Lave a

view of the Elephant. . Traveled up this little valley passing occasicnally over a
spur of mountain; very rocky; reached in 10 miles travel the Tase of the mountain
over which we have io pass; it leooks pretty high. There is a erall mountain 1ike

this &t which we are now resting so that our teams may be fresh for the &ascent.

" The mountain breeze wafts to our ears the repeated cries of the tezrgters urging theip
weary enimals up the follscme ascent., 5 olclock P.M. 4sain in Carmpe. At the tine

of reaching this place, the thunder echoed through the mounteins azd wag o
wingleds Ve got wp
ertainly an awful
nk Irom a glance at it that it worl te

wagon and & yoke of oxen and ocne would th
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keep them from straying. The grass is very goeds  Tuis is the most wild romantic suot
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and fir; the lofiy mouniain pealk show on all sides; the sweel mmsic of the little
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Yranches,
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trock towards the west. TFrom here we commenced the ascent of the 2nd and last
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I3is 5 miles from the Toot to the tope 2 of the 5 miles are very steep and
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Ovsr 1t one place. Rescked the top in the afterncon and halted to regi and take
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ng (s F

1

2o%hing but ice, few dwarfish pires &rowing inamong the desclate rocks.

the view ig grand; lbe eye gazes over a seemingly endless field of mountaire, azd
82¢irg in the distance the snow capped peaks glitter i like silver in ihe brishs
Blabeans; to one like myself raised in the great lississippi valley wiere centle
Ulations and lavel valleys pervade the beantiful surface, such & scene as this
ia bartleularly interesting. I have alvays desired to tréad the lofty Wtsa, to
“lamber uUp their crazgy pealks and gaze over such a field ag this; it is even more
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road and understanding from a not

¥

13 barticniarly irteresting., I have alvways desired to trdad
]
o}

WL [

i
el g

gepte 1st, Sunday. A4 most besutiful day; & cool mountaln treeze sbirr!
in cemy today resting; this is indeed a most lovely spol; the lofty rugze
mounteirs wall ws in on all sides; in the north sides of itie 1of

large peaks of snow that have withetood the reat of tis sun o
$0. be no cutlet in any direction; from all aprearsgices we will have &
climbing after we leave here; our cattle are deing fine today, splend
and water ernd bezutifvl shede.

o’

s i = § : L

¥enlzy, 2nd. We were off guite early this morning; expec 5
view of the Elephent. . Traveled up this little valley passing occasiorallvy SVET a
spar of mountain; very roclyy; reached in 10 miles iravel the tass o n
over which we have 10 pass; it looke pretty high. There is a small meounisd
this at which we are now resting so thet our teams zay be fresgh

The mountain breeze wafis to our ears the repeated cries of the i

¥
woary animals up the toilsome ascent. 5 olclock P.M. 4gein in camp. A% tre time
of reacaing this place, the thunder echced through the mcuntains and wasz followed
"by e elight fall of snow and rain intermingled. Ve gei up the wouriain this evening
' very well; Detter than I expected, It is certalinly an awful plece to g5 up with a

Py
*

~wagon and 6 yoke of oxen and ome would think from a glance at it that it weuld te

impossible to do it; but cur cattle being of the true grit and our ®agon subsianciel,
we got up fipally; it is 1 mile from the foot &o the top, very steep and roclky., pfter
reaching the. top rested a short time and then descended ome mile over very r

ce on a tree Lere that there was zood zrass
tothe left of {the road, conmcluded to caup Lere; zood teams cersed here, Tter

. ] & ¥ “

sipper 4 of us started off with our oxen in search of the grase whick we forrd
miles from camp; we have a tent with us and will stay out to Watch them tonigl

(@]
&
3
fat

nt to
kesp them from streying., The grass is very geed. Tnis is the moet wild romartile suot
i ever was in; it is a dense forest of the largest trees I ever sa¥, pire, cedar,

end firy; the lofty mountain peak ghow on all sides; the sweel music of the listie
rivdlets lesping down their r clgy sides shome through the shadows of tre fore
meats ke ear delighifully; there are also buge barks of sznow from 10 4o 20 £4
ters Just been on one that seemed to be very Qeep; it was guite a novels
828 such Denlks of enow at this season of the year. Ezd guite ar emusing iime
sefting the old trees and logs on fire, ilhie resinous substance in them cazsed them
%0 burn with a very Brilliant flame; even the boughs of the green snes burn fehd

IR

Souching a brand te them and in an insiani shoot from tre ground to the topmost
tranches.

&<
<r
o]
ot i1 e
L]
[
o]

P . E . .
Tuesday, 2rd. ~ Drove our cattle im and started eerly; contimaed to descend
over rough road for 4 miles; reached a small valley through which floved a clear
Brock towards the west. From here we commenced the ascent of the 2rd arnd last
8328p ridze that we have to cross; it is higher than the ore we crossed resterday,
11 is 5 miles from the foob to the tope 2 of the 5 miles are very steep and
eqsally as bad as that yesterday excepting there are nct quite s3 mary recxe; near
the ‘top there is a lerge bark of apparenily msny Zexm feet deep. Tke rcad passes
Over 1% one plece. Rezched the top in the afterncon and halted %o rest and take

80me refreshment of which we stecd greatly in need; I felt much fatigeed,
e here than at eny one time on the road; we are now occupying a lofiier pogition
iban at any other time on the reads. This rlace 1s sald {o be 8,000 ft. ebove the
levsl of the sea, ,

4 very ecold wind was blowing from the north; so ccld thai we ka

9¥ercoats, The top of this mountain sesms to be alove tre veint of veg

n':zt‘f:ing but ice, few dwarfish pires grewing inemong the desclate rocks. From here
tha view ig grard; itbe eye gazés over a seemingly endless field of rmountaics, ard
82¢ing in the distance the snow capped peaks glitter & like silver in *he bright
Slibeams; to one like myself raised in the great lississippi valley wkere gentle
Wduletions and level valleys pervade the beantiful surface, such & scene as this

-

27 2- 5 . .
Slamhep up their cragey peeis and gaze over such a fiel



~ iast great obstacle and are row drawizng near the end of our leng end

W

Yo el

beautiful than wy imagiration had ever pictured it. e have now surmcunted

journey; the re:.t:ainfier of the wayﬁ w‘ill e prircipally d.gscenfiing the oo
portion-of it will be pretiy rough but not to compare With wiat we hwmve ok
Traveled 4 miles in the afterrncon (rcad rough), making 13 miles today; no grass.
tonight of any consequence., - FoLnls

Tedresday, 4th, 7 miles brought us to a ravine in which we were inforne
was grass and our oxen standing gzreatly in need of some, we stopped at 2 Al axd drove
them 2 miles off the roed in search of grass, but were disappointed. There ssems

to have been pretty gocd grass in the little velley then for these mbss but it

is now all eaten up. We rested here 3 hours and drove on 8 miles and camped at %ls
roadside. = Mo water nearer then % mile down in a ravine; ro grass ae usual; sone
weeds on which cur cattle fed.

o - Tae

ed Lesk Springs, very gcod water here; se

Trursdey, Sth. 2 miles, reached _ seversl
trading posts here; provisions ard ligquors of all kinds %o gell., 9 miles fvan
here to water on the road; drove 4 farther and nooned, no gress. Afterncon drove

La

B miles end camped on Cemp Creek; no grass but drove cur czttle down the creck 1
mile and uwp intc a revine where ix was a great quantity of fern growing that wes pre
good feed for cur cattle, The Wis, here are densely covered with very large trees;
toey look grand, so large, straight end tall. '

""\'5‘?‘ :'-. B e o i 3
Friday, Sept.6th. Our two horses strayed off last night znd all hands were cut
fuzting them this morring, the search however proved fruitless. We rolzed up and
started leaving some 4 men to renew the search if they overtook the teams at nocn
with the best enirmls., Ead quite a meuntain to ascend this morning., Drove 7
miles 8nd nooned where there were some springs tut no gress; found a notice from
id wvho left the road day before yesterday cn a hunt. Ve had ns vidings of him $i1)
today; had bDegun to be unessy about him. Tuis evening ceme up with Lim; ke hsd
got bewildered and laid out iz the mbe. the 1ct night and stuck inte the reoad nexi
worning ghead of uws, Traveled 10 miles in the afternoon the reed generally
Cesconding; ecrubby caks are begirning to appear among the stately pines and cedzrs
end they too answer an edmirable purpose here in this region where there is =z
no euch thing as grass; for on their brenches alone our poor oXen have had to

depend for subsictance.

Baturday, Sept.7th. 6 miles brought us to the forks of the road; left hiznd road
€oes f0 Bear River 20 miles; ook the right hand to Hangtown 16 ziless 4 miles
further nooned; without water; cul down some cek for cur oxen. In the elternoon
-As3
ea

traveled and finding some wretiy good dry grass in a little valley, conelwd
¢ Cemp kere; the road teday very geod, gredually descending but awiul usty,
helf leg deep in some places. '

Sunlsy, Sepi.®th. Cur oxen being very rmuch reduced from travelling cver the
Wuntaing ¥iih scarcely any feed, we will stay bere today and let our cattle rest
and greze on the dry grazs. We are rnow in ths mining regicon. Miners with theiw
Picks and shovels and rans, though sandy as it is, are passing our encespment;
uPTGSpBCiing". There seems to X be no regard paid to the cbes
sabbath, I went o "Shingend Renche® thig evening 11 miles &4

’:’.'i“.lis =5 the 1t Liouse I have saw in the country; it looks as &
<n ks lznd of civilizatlen now; gquite & mumler ¢f wersons here cd &
in the x vicinity; a store and boarding houee zept here, some 2 or 2 wou
cfficiating in the cooking department; this me%es it look none-1like,

s ]



