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T4 DIARY OF JAMES A. PRITCHARD

upon which was a fine looking Mill owned by Rice. We stoped
on the hill 1¥5 ms. from the creek and put up for the night withe
the widow Adams—plain old fassion sort of folks, Distance
40 [miles].

Sunpay 220 We reached Indipendence this morning at § Oclk
A. M & continued to the river where we found the ballance of
our company & Baggage. It was 6 ms from where we stayed last
night to Indipendance & 3 from there to the landing. We com-
menced hearnessed up our mules & loaded in our goods & chattles
and moved out one mile to a pood camping place on the road
towards Town where we encamped for several days. Distance to
Indipendance 6 miles.

The whole distance from St Lovis Mo. to Indipendance
according to the sta[te]ment of distances as given to me by the
inhabitance along the road— from place to place & from time to
rume which T presume to be correct as [ got 1t from the most
relyable sources—is two hundred & Eighty Eight miles. We
were all ready to start on our trip across the plaines by the 24 of
\pnl but we were perswaded by the old setlers that, that was
tox carly as we would find no grass upon the plains for our Stack,
In fiew of these statements we postponed starting till the 7 of
May. And remained during the time encamped in and around
Indipendance. But this advice we found to be extreamly detri-
mental to us. It served only to place us in the reare of a great
number of large traines which we were compelled eventually
“o pass. We were prepaired to take with us grane enough to feed
ur mules twice pr day for a distance of 400 miles. Therefore
we Should have started at least 10 or 12 days sooner, which would
nave given us great advantages in the way of selecting good
amping places

Indipendance is a handsome flourishing town with a high
healthy situation, three miles from the Missouri- River on the
~outh side And Surrounded by one of the most beautiful &
fertile countries of any Town in the Nation. The land is well
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imbered with the most luxuriant groth of black Walnut Blue &
Black Ash, Hackbury large Bur White & black Oak Buckey|e]
Boxelder Coffee mut [nut? | ete. Soil with that groth of timeber
cannot help being abundantly productive besides it has a lime
Stone foundation. Its geographical position is such that the
climate is unsurpassed in the Union. The Emegrants were
encamped n every divection for miles around the place awaiting
the time to come for their departure. Such were the crouded con-
dition of the Streets of Ind by long traines of Ox teams mule
teams men there with stocl for Sale and men there to purchase
stock that it was all most impossible to pass along. And the
California fever rageing to such a fearful extent that it was
carrying off its thousands pr day.® Being all ready now to bid
adieu to homes, friends, and happy Country, as it ware— for we
were about Separating oursclves ¢rom the abodes of Civilization,
its peace, comeforts, and its saf[e]ty, for a period we knew not
how long, and to some for ever, to Jaunch away upon the broad
and extensive plaines, which Straches away and away, untill it
fades from the sight in the dim distance, and bounded only by
the blue wall of the Sky.

While thus laying round in suspence the reflections of home
were forcibly crouding upon our minds the happy influences
that we had torne ourselves from to enter upon a wild and in all
probability a chimerical enterprize. In this state of suspence we
had wandered along in search of grass for our Mules, and for
the purpose of accustoming them to the use of the Larriet & the
Stake—untill on the 2nd of May we found ourselves some
13 ms from Indipendance.

Tiiurspay May 3up 1849 W. W. Abbott of Burbane [Bour-
bon] Co. Ky haveing attached himself to our company on the
evening previous, We were all ready this morning to take up the
line of march—which did at an early hour. We crossed the state
line at about 9 A. M. where we found a great number of Fme-
grants—among the rest was the large train commanded by Mr
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Headspeath the preat Mountaineerer.” We were now on the large
Prairic, and in the Indian Territory. These lands through here
are very Rich indeed the road was fine all day. It Showered a
little on us during the day. At 3 P. M. we rcached the noted lone
I\lm, where we encamped for the night. This lone tree stands on
the bank of a small stream, with no other tree or shrub in sight,
A1l the branches have been cut from it by traders & limegrans
for the purpos of fuel. At this place we found some.40 or 50
Emegrant Wagons. Haulted for the night. Distance from Indi-
pendance 34 miles.®

I'ripay May 4 It was raining this morning and we did not
start to [till?] 9 and in 8 miles came to where the Sante I'e road
leaves the old Orregon trail. Tt still continued to rain and the
roads became somewhat heavy. Still passing over high rolling
Prairie we continued till 3 P. M. which brought us to a large
creek, called Bool [Bull] Creek.” There is an abundance of
timber along its banks and bottoms. Just before we reached the
creek we found one unfortunate fellow with the tongue broken
square off at th[e] hou[n]ds of his wagon. We crossed the creek
and encamped for the night. It had been raining all day & were
wet & chilled by the exposure. We discovered a dead Oak close
by and in a few minutes it was converted into a splendid log fire,
by which we cooked our supper & got comefortably warm before
bed time. We pased some 70 wagons today. Distance 18.
Sarurpay st We left our camp this morning and travelled
over rolling Prairie land crossing severall creeks withe steep
banks and made a heard days march passing during the day some
80 teams, and Jate in the evening s|t}oped to camp at what is
called coons point, on a small ravine with some timber along 1ts
banks Distance 28 ms.”

Sunpay 611 We left camp this morning early & travelled over
country pretty much such as we did yesterday, in fact the general
face of the country through here is pretty much alike. At 2 P. M.
we reached a fine large creek called Shunganung. We found a
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(3N the'night oflthe 10tk of
AL April,. 1849, 1< lelt my

fesidence >in “the’ town'  of
,Peterspu rgh, Ky, on:the
‘Steamer=’.Cambria with+ my
‘traveling companions.& mulss
& wagons’, . . for an overland
tuute;acrpss the Rocky -moun-
tains - to ;' California,.and - ar-
rived “at ' St. . Louis on !the
night of the 13th without any
accident occuring or anything
of moment transpiring. - Gy
, . ¢ s e » ‘r
Wednesday 18th .7, | We
reached-Columbia, one of {he
nealest .and handsomes little
towns I.have seen in my life.
In"this placs there is a {ine
college or.institution of learn-
ing ‘It:is"14 miles “from Co-
lumbia®tg River at -Roachport,
at"which place’we arrived ‘by
ol i A R SR
“We ‘got ‘to .the~fiver
‘Lhere swere so ‘many ahead of
us, the ferryman,told .us thaf
We could not cross for 3 days.

TRURSDAY 18th".7, " “We

“Btruck and” crossed ‘the
Lamgine Riyer~- passing-=on
‘through™fine 'coﬁn',tr;?’ &g’t well
Amproved farms & clever Peo-
ple. -By noon we reached the
fine ‘and coxlensive’ residencé
of the renowned Dr. Saping.
ton the Dafdy of all the Pills
(Dr.> John; Sappington, who
popularized the use of quinine
pillsfor rha‘aria) --;and with
him we 1ok dinner, 1 found
him'to be 2 very adroit™ &
singularly | cceentric - Charac-
ter,- jocular & ‘lively ‘& rather
'qulsical, possessing ‘a-highvde.
gree-of .hospitality. and ‘Gent-
lemanly demeanor.” He'is a
large fine Jooking man “about
6 feet ‘high and ‘looks to be
about 70 ' years=of i age with
heavy -Sui{ of “hair“& it as
while as. Snow, ‘His Beard was
as white as his head and hung
to his breast. * His wife was a
'Pleasant azreeable Lady and
appeared! {0 be ‘much his

junier. ’
“Just through ‘this region of
country, | its mostly - Prairie,
'but,the flond is very furtile,
‘The. Farmsrs raise ‘hemp ex-
tensively' through here. This
‘afternooni we saw 2 deer & a
greal njumber of Prairie
Coa 5, [P
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