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Memoirs of a Gold Seeker tu “ Huarty-nine”

{ .
“pright hopes never to he realized, but
bur . At dark, we stopped at a

wood vard to bury the dead. A beau-.

tiful green spot high on the hill be-
tween two small budding trees, was
selected to bury the poor fellow,

Amongst strangers he died. and in-a .

strange country  we buried him.
Quite a gloom was cast over us as
the funeral services-of the Episcopal
.Church were read. As we hear the

impressive words, greatly are we im-

pressed.

t/is Friday morning, we passed Jeffer-
.son City, the capital of Missouri. It
has not a thriving appearance, al-
though a very westerly town.
Neither is it as large as I anticipated.
The Capital stands on an eminence
near the river's edge and iz a very fine

building. DBeing built of stone with .

single palisades. it has more the ap-
pearance of strength and durability,
© rather than beauty. We also passed
oonville, the intermediate point- of
the land route to Independence.

T sick seem better and the ex-
citement and dread of cholera is sub-
siding.

The nights are cool, and on Friday

night it was very cold. In the morn-
ing, 2} on board were complaining of

bad colds. In the midst of com-

plaints. arose cries of alarm of fire.
The stove which was red hot and
heating to its utmost, fell over, and

the men with great presence of mind -
threw water and wet blankets on it -

and thus extinguished the fire and
saved the boat. 1 am not very well.

Yy On Saturday afternoon, the piston

of the engine broke, which caused
a delay for repairs of three hours.

Sunday, April ijth. Just one.
month since I left home, and how -

many things have T scen, how many

strange faces, and how my thoughts -
wander back to home and all that the .

word means—so much that is dear.
adast my face ix turned to the West,

and Fate, sad Fate pushes me along,

ali 't imperceptibly, to wealth or an
untimely death among strangers, and

perhaps an inveterate foe in the per-

son of an Indian. Ifow thankf{ul
should we be that Providence has
allowed us to live this long.  An un-
profitable life it has been, but we can
turn to Ilis holy word and find peace
for the troubled soul. Many passen-
gers forget the beautiful Sabbath and
are drinking with noise as if they
were not  accountiable beings.  We
passed a beautiful prairie this morn-
ing, which was dotted here and there
with a little white shanty, the home of
a western pioneer. ke
/1:On Monday. we went at a good
rate and passed a small town named
Drownsville.%.Tuesday, we arrived
at Independence. landing in the morn-
ing. and we were the whole day.in
getting out our goods, and making
camp on the brink of the river. Cook-
ing supper scemed quite a difficult
matter and night found us very tired.
I spent a very uncomfortable night,
but one watch was kept as thieves are
the only expected visitors. ’
4/;gOn Wednesday, we moved our-
camp one-half a mile bevond town by
the Santa Fe road. Our waggons

looked very trim and the mules in
_ fine condition. My horse has been ¢

feeling fine for the long rest. I went.
into Independence in the afterncon .
and found it a great place of business. -
It is the trading-place of the Mexi- .
cans and hunters, who mect here
every Spring and exchange their .
_wares, and purchase goods. The
town is full of waggon shops and
from these is done a great business,
_and T am told much money is made.
The town has a population of fifteen

hundred people. Indcpendence is to = .,

" be our starting point and we will

" spend a week in preparing to make |

our journey. We formed our com-
pany and framed our Constitution.
Stone, Tavlor, Harris and myself
apreed 1o furnish Atkinson with an |
outfit.t.  We hought cight mules at
Sixty Dollars each and were much
picased with our bargain. . The mules
were broke to harness every day,
*affording us much amusement as on-

" lcokers. They are very stubborn
A 5 g .. ‘ . 5 "
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and it scems a queqhon which two
would pull together. Finally they
~ate, but mot so the four. Each

_ageon is drawn by four mules, The
forward ones kick the back couple
and cause great commotion. This
delay is annoying.

The waggons have been overhauled.
_and flour I)Ollf’ht and packed. We

Anum Ilw Plains inQIw Harific

deaths in l=urrmmrlmcr camps from
cholera. The dread discase has
surely taken a lodgment, and all
thoughts are turncd to chcckmg it in
camps.

A nc\t7 da) I fclt bctl(.r f0 we
broke camp and drove thr(e miles,

await here until Wednesdav.
May 2nd.  All was in readiness to
start.

,hnnd late in the afternoon, driving six
niiles  to  Rice’s where corn was
“bought. It is a most beautiful and ~
fcrtile country.  For miles around as™
far as the eye can reach over the

plains, is a waving mass of green, dot-

ted here and there with ploughed
ficlds and cottages,—a beautiful sight
for man to behold. _

We remained in our comfortable
camp_all daw3Thursday, doing little
jobs and quite enjoying the camp life.
We take turns in caring for the stock
and cooking. and at mght each unroll
#' ~ir blankets, the waggons are placed
w_ cach side of the fire, and the mules
are ticd together, three feet apart,

"‘"OI:]J
watch during the night. Y{f-

We expected o start on r.r"a':
but awoke to find our camp almost
deluged in water by the night’s rain.
The rain continued and rendered the

cooking of breakfast and duties most

dnﬂicult and disagreeable.

We settled with the Treasurer and
found that each man's share is
$i86.66. - the whole outfit costing
$1120.00.

On inn/:Fv- I' went with Tavlor .
to town and bought several things.
Rcceived several letters, one from
James Tolter, of Penna. T became
very unwell, caused from eating a
very hearty dinner in town. The
premonitory  symptoms ol cholera
macde their appearance, <o Dr. Stone’

pave me a great quantity of lauda-

num, but without good results.
¥ 1 felt better on Monday, but much
o warmed, as there havc been _six

:‘J-“

¥ _

I rode my horse most of the
day, but took my turn at the four-in-

one man keeps a four-hour -|
ber from home."

where we waited until Taylor drove
up with the other waggons. 1 am
unable to do anything, but the Doc-

tor thinks I will get well with due j v/

care, but I feel very weak,

When Taylor came, we drove three
miles to a beautiful epring where we
set camp, and we remained wntil_all
_was ready to start. These many de-
lays are annoying. A T

On Fridav,* Mayv 10th. we struck
camp and drove three miles to Little
Blue, where we again sat down to
wait_until Saturday for Means and
Wilson. I rode about two miles. 1
bought a_Comanche pony for SGo.00

~in order that one might ride “her.

¥410n Saturday, Ta\lor and Harris
went to Independencc in the morning
. to purchase arlicles and get our let-

. ters, as this was the last ¢hance of

receiv mg any until we reach the mine.
I sent by Taylor many letters, and he
returncd in thc ev enmn’ with a num-

The Buncome Co.. the Carson Co.-
and the Wilson Co. passed this even-
ing. and we {followed them in the
earh mormng.

Sunday., May 12th. \\e rose verv

" eurly this morning and found Tavier ~

very sick. We regret breaking camp.

and following train, while Tavlor is

“in_this condition. Reynolds, of Bun-
combe was also taken ill with cholera,

and we fear he is very ill.

Tuesday, May 14th. “'lc- il 55 .

carly start in a very heavy rainstorm,
and when out a mile. the tongue of

. my waggon was braken through by -
" the stubbornest of the mules, and we

were compelied to unhitch and make
a new tongnc but caught up with the

camp at night. Ta;!or is very ill
“with the cholera. I hcgan to feel

© very unwell in the eévening so Sun-

da\ we rcmamed in camp as £0_many
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were il The Kentucky Company
joined us.

Wednesday,
the hine of the UL States. We drove
12 miles o a very gosd camp and
were juined. by Schaffer of North
Caroting.  We passed a new made
gravé of an emigrait. The country
iz heautiful amd_green.

ST ] ; :
By Thursday Wt passéd the Tlio-
yeer line It at dinner they passed us.
(e of the mules got lonse and T had

a fine ride in catching him:. \We
drove to the forks of the road tone
goos to Samta Fe aml the other
[right] to Orexon ).~ We  camped
acar an Indian hut which had been
deserted in consequence of cholera
breaking out in emigrant camps near
by. We are all feeling better.

On Friday! 18 stood guard for the
first time. on the last watch, but did
not see anvthing to shoot. Started
carly, and «rove
oi Dule Creek where we stapped
{hree honrs to grass our mules, and

then driving several miles where we,

camped for the pight.
On Saturdai/4h axle tree of one of
the .Kentucky waggons broke and

we were jcompelled 10 stop until noon-
wheri® we drove I wile, crossing a
creck. and here we stopped being de-
tained a lengmth of time in assisting .

*eéach wagzon up the steep bank. by

5/,, On Monday we had

taking two iront mules and hitching
or to mules of waggon behind.
baked bread for Sunday.

Although our men are opposed to

travelling on the Sabbath, yet, we
cannont he leit behind the train.

ali of us. Dr.
il and 1 was awakened to attend him
and I gave him morphine and ippe-
cac. and he became mnch beter.

a late <tarl
aml in consequence travelied only 8
miles,  Finding water in the broad

plain where we stopped wntil eight -

o'clock having had a hard rain and
later going a few miles before mak-

Mav 16th we crossed

10 wiles to a ford

1

We-

At |
poon we started in @ very hard rain .

and a terrible gale of wind, which wet .
Stone was taken very

i
!

1 buried him

5[i¢ Saturday

ing camp for the pight. | had felt
“very sick but was better at noon.
‘The next day we drove 10 miles to

the crossing of the Kansas River,.

where we were compelled to camp in

order to carry the whole train over

in one day and be o rether. -
5/, m Wednesiday we ferried the Kan-
ans River. (called by the Indians,
Kan) in three hours. [ swam my
meule and led two others rendering it
very unsafe. Camped 2 miles from
the river passing the line of Turner

ard Allan.  Many Indians came into-

the camp and wanted to trade for
Fquor. A man named Faltshy of
New York came into camp and was
taken in by Col. Wilson's mess. Rob-
ert and Clayton Reeves with their
cjster canie into camp after we
crossad the Kansas. There are but
few wemen travelling.

(On Thursday the 23th, we left

camp at 7 o'clock and drove 18 miles.
v oW RogsF
fere €1

to. Manacursa Creck where
~campeil.
terrents and our tents
of water rnuming through them.
Wond from Duncombe is ill with
symptoms of Cholera. The dav and
night were the most disagreeable
since we left home. . -
]

On Fricla}gf‘ﬂler driving several
“miles we were detained to dig a road
‘at either side of the bank of a creek.
we broke camp early and

L drove to a creek which was very high

and we were obliged to build a raft
10 cross, which was not fimished until -
H. A. Wood died of Cholera,

dark.
tonight. after two days illness. It
cast a ploom over ‘the whaole Com-

pany.

~ Sunday, 27th. We were very busy

fixing our raft to cross the creck, and .
- only .crossed in

the evening and
camped on the other side one mile
from the creek.  gfap '

Put carly Modday morming we
made a start and drove ten miles
“when one of the Kentncky waggons
broke down. Five of our men were

The rain came down in
had 4 inches

L4

ac he was liked by all. "We. .
and marked his grave..
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5/3) Thursday we left camp

¢

&
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taken il with cholera and everything
“eems sad: misfortune hangs over us.

,Mf'l"u-cs'.lzl,\' the sick seemed better -

and we drove 18 miles without acci-
dent. and on Wedmdafay 20 miles on
zood roads, :
at an carly
hour, hut were detained a short time
as a Kentucky wagoon broke down
again. and the rain came down in tor-
ronts, wetting us.
with the cholera, and 1 was quite un-
well, being  attacked  with diarrliea
suddenly. 1 swallowed 100 drops of
laudanum in hopes of a cure.

[t Friday being a very wet dav and
exceedingly disagreeable we remained

Ten men are sick

in camp to care for our sick. and give . |

the mules a rest,
ter but very ill

Saturday. June 2nd. Part of our
company went out to hunt a bear
“which had Dbeen seen near camp.

About noon Morris Jackson of Sid-.
ney, Ohio, came into camp and told’

me  (after having made himself
F-2wn) that two of the Biishes, and
}._. Drum. of Shelby Co. Ohio. were
with him so I immediately got my

horse and rode over to the train, and .

found them. T had a most delightful

afternoon convensing about Sidney

and my old friends. We drove
another mile to good grass and water.
3 Early Sundayx

tucky Company left us and returned
home. This we regretted, but they
decided part on account of so much
sickness and the dizagreeable weather.

We left camp early and drove 12 ..
miles through a very level country,
and no running

with very little grass
water. .

Near one of the ponds I found iron

" ore but of an inferior quality. It has

the appearance of being magnetite.
Drove & miles when the axle of the
Kentucky waggon broke, and we
camped for the night without wood
Or watcr. . L‘/

W Monday, the fth, we left camp
a., o'clock, and drove about 16 miles
to a creck where we stopped to feed

The sick seem bet--

morning,  Capt. +
Lloyd. Ball and Locket of the Ken--

B

“ have experienced.

%

style  of  saddle,

the mules.  One of Our . waggons

~went on and had nothing for the men

to cat. L/
Slartu/] at 5 o'clock and drove 16

miles to a creck.  The land has the
appearance of gold formation.

¢ On Wednesday we broke camp’
carly and drove about 12 miles to
fome grass, passing one small wag-
gon which had gone ahead Yyesterday.
After a rest we again started, driving
8 miles before we found good” water.,
Camped on the banks of llue Earth
river where we were detained by rain,
the showers being the hardest we
We caniped near
three ox trains, in one of which
was Dr. Walker, the Messrs. Reeves
forming part of their Company. . L/,
7 On Thursday and Friday—We rosé ¥
very carly. driving 15 miles one day,
and 12 miles the next.  We met about
200 Indians of the Sioux Chevenne
tribe, who were in pursuit of Pawneces
that we had met on the preceding day.

The Pawnces had stolen some of their

mules and horses,
greatly exasperated.
We made exchange of blankets

and thev were

" and moccasins and saviets with then. -

I gavé a saddle blanket for a Spanich
We douhled 'our -
guard after their departure fearing a
return of our seeming friends. The
Country is not very fertile, neither is - -

it well watered or timbered. Some . i

of our Company saw 3 elks this morn- .
ing. We drove 13 miles in the after-
noon to the banks of the Platte. [ -

“went out 3 or 4 miles from the road -
- teday to kill antelope but did not suc- "

~cced. T crawled near and just as I. . A g
it heeame ™5 5 *

was in the act of shooting,
alarmed and ran directly from me.
I crawling I lost my Colt revoiving

* pistol and did* not discover the loss

until 1 was 2 miles distant, md the
circuitous route which I erawled de-
termined me to pursue my course -
towards the waggons,

Saturday, June gth. We left camp

~at 6 o'clock and drove on the river

bank to Fort Kearney, a distance of
15 miles where we camped near the
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( /, O Monday we drove 15 miles to a
3 the river.

¢/;s Tuesday we,made 2 miles on an ex- -

ri. and spent the afternoon in writ-
il'l:._:' Tetiers to .luhn Potter., of Potters
Alills. I'enna., amd 1o Father,

Fort Kearney is still in an unfin-

ished state. building since last {all.

The huts are built of wrf and the,
There ™ -

walls are about 2 feet thick.
is only one frame house, which 15
wsed as the: Company’s store.  Col.

Yonuville i€ the Commander of the-

Fort and’ Majur Chilton next officer
in command,

: - foe 7.
On Sunday the {nlh. i the morn--

ing we held a-necting of the Com-

pany and determined to rest all power X

and anthority in one man. A com-
mittce of three was appointed to draft
regulations for the government of the
_party.  They reported. and after read-

ing. were adopted, with a few amend-

ments. An election was held. Col.

Wilson was clected by a vote of 24 to

iy I
At 7 ocleck we started and drove

1 niles 1o a fine level place near the -

banke oi the river. \We found the

wild cactus. The road lay in the bzl

of the river and it was very nice.

und on

fine camping gr
Saw a Jarge train on the

banik.

Xorth side of the river. by the Coun--

¢il Dluff road.-

ccllent road there being scarcely a hill
al] the distance. On the left there
was a range of hills extending par-
allel with the road. while to our right

lav the river in its greatest width. -
dotted here and there with an island. -
_+The river is very high. vet shallow

encuzh for our mules to ford.

ation. About dusk a rain and wind

storm. a perfect hurricane, came up’
and came near overturning our tents,

The rain’ was blown in our provision

waggen, and wet the flour and sugar.

 he general feature of the country
e about the smne cxcept the hills on
our left present a rugged and broken
appearance. ; ‘

" - ] Lot e,

_*/13Wednesday we left camp at a late -

hour, owing 10 our disagreeable situ- -

ey rimm = s
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We have overtaken the Tioneer
Line. owned by Turner and Allan, of
St Louis.  which is  progressing
slowly, .

el hursday we started at 6 o'clock,
driving 15 miles for grass on the bank
of the Platte. We did not {follow
the road but drove throngh the grass,
it being casier on our inules. The
hills to our left were much higher
than the day before, and the river nar-
rower. For the first time we found
wood on this side of the river, princi-
pally cotton wood.  We passed the
Pioncer Line. and if nothing happens
will keep in advance. 54

From a .person returning to the
States we learned there was much
cuffering. in the ‘trains ahead of us,
mules and oxen were giving out, on
account of the insufficient grass.

We were 430 miles from Independ-
ence. We drove & miles further to
wood and water.
¢/isTriday we left camp early driving
17 miles before noon, stopping here
wntil 4 o'clock, then started again
and drove 5 miles to fine
Near the hill on our left we saw the
first Duffalo. Chase was immediately
given by our men who succecded in

killing ‘one after an hocur’s chase. .

While they were dividing that one a
large drove came in sight, and the ex-

_citing sport was again resumed, with
more success, killing six of the finest.
" Then drove the herd toward the train

of the Pioneers who killed a number.
[ was not engaged in this as I loaned
my Comanche to Taylor who did
splendid. considering he was an inex-

| erienced hunter. . L _
.,(/Z Saturday, 16th. Teft camp late and
~drove 4 miles 1o the crossing of the -

1

Platte River. where we were detained

“<ome hours in crossing. The river

at this place is about 1 and }4 miles
wide, and quite shallow with the ex-
ception of one or two places, where

the water ran into the waggon, It~

was with the greatest difficulty we
crossed, the sand being cut in decp
gulleys, causing the mules to sink and

fall. The sand filled up the waggon

water. ’




