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ACRO33 THEE PLAINS IN 1850.

Charles Ira Fonda died in 19é§, in the town of Cold-
water, Michlgan, where he lived his entire 1life except for
five years spént in California and enroute there during thes
days of %he Gold Rush. It was In the family homestead in
this town where he and hils wife, Eunice, celebrated their
Golden Wedding iIn 1906, and where, as was his custom, he en-’
tertalned many guests with hls favorlte story wgich always
began, "Now when I went across the plains in 1850--,"

As a child and khis granddauchter, I had heard the
story many tlmes, sitting cn a carpet-covered hassock, which
was grandfather's foot stool, I had listened wlde-eyed to
the thrllling storles of the covered ﬁagon, the Indians and
the buffaloes until I knew them by heart. One day near the
end of grandfathert's story telling days, my father asked a
cousin, who ﬁas a stenographer, to record the tales as he
told them to us, and 1t 1s this record that I am submitting
for publication on the one hundredth anniversary of grand-

father's famous journey "Across the Plains in 1850."% The

record 1s a true one and is written in grandfatherts oim words.

PPJitceds Tomda %?&m



_ Coldwater, Michigan.

I was nineteen years old in February, 1850, and on ths
26th day of llarch, 1850; I got the Californla fever, I got 1t
- 80 bad that I couldn't sleep nichts, and my father had not the
caplital to'let me £0. The country was poor; everybody was
poor; bu% he gave me a palr of horses and a wagon and.told me
that 1f I could get over with them, that it was all he could
ever help me,

I sold a half-interest in the whols rig to another young
man for seventy-five dollars ($75.00). The rig now would be
worth about four hundred dollaré.

We put a long box on the wagon, puf on a cover, and
started right after dinner and got to Bronson the first nizht. |

You might say aiong there somevhere that I kept my eyes
dry -until I got away from home, and then I "bellered" for two
nights, It was the longest I had ever been away from home in
my life.

James Canpbell was partner wlth me in the team, and
Marcus Falrbanks was rilding on a horse, and we three constituted
our wagon. |

Yo didn’t go through Chicazgo, but kspt South of Chicago.
We crossed the HMlsslssippl at Albany on a ferry boat, two horse
power, one horse each siée of the boat.

We went on, and in Towa the settlements were a great |
way apart. Some nig_ts'we canped out. Des MNolnes waas at that
"time a Fort, We went by therse, Just & few soldlers were thern,

and we arrived at FKanesville on the East of the Missouri River
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on the 23rd day of April, and.I think the distance, if I
recollect 1t, from here to there was something over nine hun-
"dred mlles. Yie lay over in camp until the first day of May,

The first day of May, we crossed the Missouri River in
wagons on a row ferry,boat; and swam our horsesj four men, one
man to an- car, and four oars, two on each side of the boat.

The River was hich and rapid, and we went dqwﬁ streanm furfher
than it was across 1it. .

Well, now let'!'s see. We landed where the City 6f |
Omzha now stends, and all the Building there was there was an
old red frame Mission Schoolhouse, 1y cousin, Marcus Falrbanks,
and I went in there. There wére-two ladies and probably thirty
or forty squews, Cmahas and Pawaneeé. They were friendly tribes,
and living together.

Tﬁey had no boys there, and I asked one of the'girls why
they didn't get any of the boys there, and she said‘thaﬁ-boys
were mischievous, and that they had to shut them out.

They had hours to read and study and hours to sew and do
house-work and cook. They vere drezsed up and wors ecalico dress-
es about the color of dark blue. We apent a day camping there.

The second day of iay, 1850, we started out, and we had
made considerable calculations on buffalo meat when wve got where
they were.

When we were at Kanesville, we had .organized a large
Company. There were over one hundred men and twenty-three
wagons to protect oufselves from the Indisns,

About the middle of the afternoon on the second day of
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 {Hay, we sightad our fiisfnbﬁffaio. All of tﬁé horse-béck
mon got on thelr horses anad the-guns were all gotten out, and
Qe started for the buffalo, and he ran, There were a great
many revolvers in the Company, the kind called "Allens", We
- called them"Allen's Pepper Boxes". They wouldn't shoot throuch
an inch thick board, _

| I presume there were one hundred shots fired into thaf
buffala. Finally, he.fell and the man that shot him was named
Hutchins, He got down on one knee and almed at that buffaio
and shot him., We got all we wanted, you bet. ile Just drove
into that old buffelo, cut his throat, skinned his hind Fiank
and back to get our steaks. -

We camped that night and had a buffalo feast, e
had round steaks that would not lay down 1In a large frying pan.
¥e had to cut them about into quarters. ; When we got 1t coolked
end on our plates, we couldn't eat it any mors than anybody could
chew basswood bark. The grains wera as big as a comuon straw,
and 1t was so tough and dry that we felt very mﬁch disappointed
In our buffalo feast. But as we travelled along, we found out
that there were herds of buffalo that would start to come down
to the Platte River for water, All day herds of buffalo were
wvaiting to get a chance to zet down to the River toget a drink,
but there was such a string of erigrants along there that they
stood back, vie were driving aléng the North slde of the River.
After the emlsrants had camped, then they would come down and
drink,

fie had found out that calves vers what we wantad td



gat.A After that,,wérrared‘pretty well on buffalo veai.

Atout camping time one night, there was a large herd
of buffale just off on the ledge of the bluff esbout a half a
mile to the right. I got cn to a riding pony and went around
and came up In the rear of the buffalo herd and they divided |
and ran sbout me, back over the bluff. I stood watching until
the herd had got pfetty well past, fo zet & calf, but the calves
all seemsd to have stayed behind the old ones, and I didn't ret
a shot at them until finally, I dlscovered a young one alone,
The old herd was all off, and I shot her. I broke her shoulder,
but I had jurmped off the pony to shoot. 'He looked down on the
flat where he could see our wagon, turned and ran of'f toward it.
After I had broken the buffalot!s shoulder, she laid down and the
herd went on and left her. b loadéd uﬁ By rifle and wallked
eround in front of her and shot her in the forehead. She just
jerked her head a 1ittle as the ball struck her, and I loaded
my rifle egain, or commenced loading 1t, when she Jumped up and
was after me. It was on a strong grade down hill, I could
look back over my shoulder and she had her nose fight to the
ground and her tall in the air, end she looked pretty ferocious.
Finelly, she stopped and lay down again, I wallzed up at the
side of her. She had her head up, and I shot her under the
ear, and she rolled over on her side, dead. |

When that happened, the Company had réached camp, and
some of the boys camo up and stood on a knoll over-hocad, laugh-
Ay - looked up, and thcreAtﬁey stood, watching the show.

They care dowm, and we took about all the meat we could carry.
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It was good flesh, end would make pretty nice meat, _

But this cousin of mine, Fairbanks, was cne of the
‘bigzest bore that ever was, and when we got into cem ip at night,
&nd,got our msat in there, he told the Company that he went
and measured my trecls when that buffalo was aftér me down
that hill, and 1t was Just tWenty-ueven feet that I stepped,
but he liod about twenty feot, I thinL.

dell, we travelled aleng and made an averaze of about
thirty miles a day, 1iving mostly on buffalo mess fop our meat,
untll we came to Fort Leramle, on the 23ra day of Hay, 1560,
fi#e hﬁndred and thirty-five miles from the Mlssouri River.

There was a séuad'of sdldiers stationed there alriost
expressly to guard the enigrants 1f they shoulﬁ get Into trouble
with the Indlans,

Now comss the rouchest, as far as t ¢ country is con-

cerned, We went over what are the Black HiLls and the Big Hora
‘Kountains, and Salt Lake Range of llountains, = 15 passzd over
one canyon that ran down into Salt Lalke, 42 crossed twenty-

three times in one day to keep alonz the rocks fop the banks
would come dovm so sudden that we would have to re-cross the
River,

There was a sand bar on one side or tre other, and
wo would have to cross to keep on that bar.,

He got Into Salt Lalke Valley on the 22nd day of June,
1850,  There were a few Mormons there. They were Just laying
the foundation for thelr Temple, - They were all proselytes th 1en,

They wanted to meke Mormons of every one that came alonz. They
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wanted us to stop, and we wanted to buy butter and cheese and
stock out on flour from them, but they got dowm on me because
I went back on thelr Mormonism, and I could not deal with them

at all, - :

But this cousin of mine, Fairbanks, went out.and clalmed
he had always been a Hormon; but he was under age and couldnft
leave home, but now he sald he was of age, and that he had got
into a Compeny that éas golng to California,_but that he was -
coninz back and was goinﬁ to meke hils home with the Hormons.

He could buy all the butter and cheese aznd flour he cculd pack
on a horsa..

We left there the 24th day of Juﬁe, 1850. The Formons
ha& gone out around Salt Lale, and put ferry bozats on soms of the
worst streams there were to cross, and they used to charge awful-
-1y big prices to corry us across, Sometlimes, if thesre was a
very dangerous streaﬁ, ve wouldlget our wagons .ferrled and swim
.our hores=s,

_ Ths last bill they had on us was crocsing Bear River,
the ocher slde of Salt Lake., They tried to compel us to pay six
doilars a wagon and two dollars a horse and one dollar g man,
There were only about ten or twelve of them and there were one
hundred of us then In our Company, so our Captain Carey, of Orland,
Indiana, held e consultation, and told them that we would pay Just
what we had been paying, fivo dollars a wagon and one dollar a
horse, and that tho men should go free, and that if they would
not teke 1t, we would taske their ferry boat and;ford ourselves

across. They <ald we Jdared not Zdo 1it. They would haove an .



army on us if we did. We were one hundred miles from Salt

Lake City, and they had no telerraoh, SO0 We went to the ferry,
and Captain Carey told the head team to drive on, The Mormons
‘ backed out and said we would have no trouble and that they would
€ross us, so they took us gll mecross at.our price,

" After we left Fort Larramie, we got out of the buffalo.
couﬁtry, but we found plenty of antelope and mountain sheep,
Antelope is the finest meat there is 1n the world, 1

‘ Well, YWest of Salt Lake there were a great many large
and dangerous streams to crosé. Amonz tha worst weas the Dear
River. The next worst stream was called Green River. %hat was
a véry wlde and rapid strean, Those streams were alj barren
to the Zast, Ve were going up the Roc?y Hountains.

When we came to the surmlt op ooutn fass, that is a
) summit of the Rocky Lountains, 1t was all full of springs and
little currents and for more than half a mile thoss streams
Wwere running to the fast, and on the othor slde, they were run-
ning to the West., We had passed the Continental Divide, The
streams kept coming in until they fermed what was called the
"Blz Sandy River". Those run into the 3t. Harié Alver.

We followed richt alonz down on the Norih side of
that River and other streams coming in all the time, until 1t
was called the "Humboldt River", and that for two hﬁndred miles
followed through a very barren country. The alkali water was
not fit to uss, even in the Humbolat Hiver." Ourselvas and
our stock all suffered for want of ‘water and food,

The further wo went down the riore barron.the country

ry
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until we came to the §imk of the Hurbolds River., There we
Vwerefgetting short of provisicné f'op our wazon, and we tried
to get some aronzst the othar enizrants, We found they werse
all short, )
When we baked up our flour and got things togzether,

we had just five bilscutts apiece, Pretty good sized onss, and

for all we lmew, we were three hundred mlles away fronm anﬁ
'place to get any, The desert was suppoged to be sixty miles
- across. Ye started on it at throe grelosl £ end got across
a2t ten otclock A.M., ths next dar,

Before we got down to the sink of the Humboldi River,
ve stopped one afternoon and made a lot of hay and placed 1t in
.the wagon, and we fed that on the cesert, “e crossed the deg-
ert ﬁntil we gtruck Carson River, knewm as.éarson Valley, There
clover stood as hich aa & man's shoulder., Te had a feast for
.thé hérses, but we had not found anythinz for oursclves,  He
found about two or three quarts of damp corn in a sack in our
wagon that we had left from horge fesgd when we started out, Ve
bfewned that tha same as we would coffec, e ground it in our
coffee-m!1l which we had along,and we put oursclves on that ra-
tions for about three days,;—aprobably half e teacup full of ths
megal, sweotened a 1ittle, ard we ate it with water,

After the horsses had eaten, and we were ab&ut ready to
sfart, there were five Indians cdmo up, erwed with their bows'and
rolson-pointed arrows . I thousht I knew Pight'wherq I had
throim the ax down iIn the grass where I Bad 1t to drive the plck-

et pins to picket out the horses, and vhen T #ent to set the ax.,



an Indian had bent the grass over it, and sfcod on the grass‘
g0 that he had it covered up. I mot*onad to him to step back,
and he didn't stir, and I put iy hand on his shoulder and gave
him e 1little push, and the grass sprang up and I took up the ax.
Hs put en arrow in his bow as I picked up the a#. ~ There we
stood,'fécing one another, I was so near that he bescame aware-
that I could puL the ax down on his head before he could get the
arrow up to shoot, so he dronped his bow down and still held the
arrow strung in the bow.

tr. Campbell, my partner, thought I was very foolish,

He sald thoss fellows were after our scalps. Vell, I told him

the very worst thing we could do was to let an Indian know that
wWe were afﬁaid of hiln, Now, says I, if you will let me manage
this thing, I think wo will get out of this. "Well;" he said,
"Go ahead.”

So I went around to the front of the vagon and got 1n
end took down my rifle and then I told my cousin, Fairbanks, to
get on to the saddle horse and ride right shead oflthe others
and stert right out on a walk as if there were not an Indlan
within miles of us. I placed ryself on the feed box at the
hind end of the wagon with that rifle and Iy eye on the‘sights,
and my gun on tha Indians. |

‘ Probably you know that Irqians\hever walk up to the
slde of anything, - They always travel one behind another.
There were five or six Indiens.

I sat there and rode for miles with my eye on the

slde on those Indlans, and a rood deal of ths time, when the
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road ﬁ#ﬂ straight, I had all of them-in renge, If I héd hit
one of them, I could Eave hit all if there had been po#er enough
in the bullet to go through,

¥Well, they would slack up and have a little conversa-
tlon, to all appearances, and then another one would take the
lead in the procession. They would shufile on up, and when they
got about so near,—I didn't calculate to let them come nearer
than I thought their arrows could reaéh, sbout six or ten rods,—
they would hold another consultation, and another one would take
the lead, ¥hen he got about so close, I took sight on hin again.
Finally, they stopped and they talked a great deal longer, and
we kept going on, our horsss on a wallk, and f;nally they struck
off up the Slerra Nevada MNountains as 1f they vere golnz to give
up.  When ry partner, Nr, Campbell,‘saw them start off to the
“Hountalns, he sald "Thank God! I guess we are safe,"

we struck Carson Valiey iIn the State of Hevada about
thres ofclock of the afternoon the Indians left us, and we
sighted a tent ahead of us, and whenwe came up to them, they wers
scrie packers that had come out to Cdlifornia with flour and beef
to.sell to eniyrants, %“e bouzht three pounds of flour and vaid
four dollars and Tifty cents for 1t, one dollar and £1fty conts a
pound; e bought three pounds of beef at one  dollar a pound.
We mixed up our flour with salt end water and baked it in our fry-
ing pen and made hoe cakes, and we ats ons pound and then made two
pounds nore, for we didn't waste any 1in cooklng, |

Then Mr. Canpbell lookod into the tent; and thers was

e plate set there with two or three cold potatoss on one side of
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it'and a bowl of dried apple sauce on ths otker, and a little
plece of bo*led pork on top of the potatoes, Epe askad the mén
what he would take for whét thare We3 on that plate, He told
hirm he would take three dollare, Yr. Canpbell offered him two
doliars, Pin nally, they split ths diffvP”HC“ fe bouzht the
plate for two dollars and T1fty cents, ana brought 1t out anﬂ
wo divided that up znd ate 1t,

Then my cousin, Falrhanks, looked into the tent, and
saw a keg there marlked "hiskey", Ho asked then how they sold
1t end they said "one dollar a pint.,"  [1e sald "Let's have g
pint of whiskey." So he brouzht out a nint of whiskay in g cup,
we‘dranl 1t up, on top of that dinner, I have thought sometimes
that if 1t had net been for that dinner, that drink would have
killed use, Anyway, 1 whiskey ever dig mq any goodi it was that

doqo. I never was érunk dn ry 1ife, but I think thst afternoon,

I was the nearest te 1t. We dldn't eat anything mora until ten

o

o'clock tha next morning, when we met rore paclers and we got
flour and meat fop Tifty cents a pound,
| We cemped that nicht on a 11ttls Lake almost on the sum-

mit of the Sierra Yevads Mountalins, and tiud our horaes up to some
willow brush. |

Yo wore the first varon that went over the lMountains
in the rorninge,

The snow ran from twenty to one hundrea f&et in deﬁth.
We were so hindercd by the seme thet we could not g0t over the
Mountains._ ~We unhltehed and put our thinzs on the horges and

each one of us took a horse and put our clothing and g blanket
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fof_beéding on it and 1eft the wagon standing in a snow bank,

We wore now amongst a tribe called the "Root-digrer
Indians.”

The emigrants that went over in 1248 and 1849 weni in
ox teams and had the idea that a horse nover could make the trip,
because they had to go very far without grain. The largest emi-
: gration-was fram Hissourt. Théy went with oxon, and tho oxen
érivers were awful men to swear, |

We would mest some Indians and try to find out 17 we
-could gat over the lountains on account of the snow, ¥agons,we
found ouﬁg couldn't go over the liountains, but the horses could.

well, nov you have got me on top of the Slerra licvada

Pountains,

(4]

Well; then, alter we got onto the West slcpe thore was
& grass that grew up in bunchos and was vax-'y hardy grass. Our
horges toolk hold of 1t because there was 8o much snow eon thoe
Fast side and there had not beon rmuch food, |

Afber we passed ever the summit, we cume to & ranch or
giners? camnp end stayed with them. Ve had frash-vsnison. I
have forgotten just what I paid them, but I think they got us our
supper and broakiast for ome dollar a meal, and we lay on the
ground on our own blankzstus.,

And the noxt nicht, wo struck Hans Town, now called
Placerville. Hang Town derlived 1ts namo from a largo ocak tree
on & limb of which baveral people were hung. Ono was hung for
stealing horses, Another vwias huns for murdering a nan,. Ino

man wogs huny for robbins and k1llinz an old man for hls ROMET,
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then he dldn't get it. I had to help hang an Irlshman for rob-
bing.

| \7ell, this Placerville wos fiffy-two ﬁilﬁs East of
‘Sacraménto City. There, the noxt day, the 13th day of.Jhly,
1850, we sold our horses for one hundred dollars aﬁiece,and.
Marcus Féirbanks end I hired out to a man to work in the mines
for sixteen dollars a day and board ourselve g, which ws could
do there for about twoc dollars or two dollars and a half a day.
BuL tho realg at the hotels at that time, for board by the week,
‘were onc dollar & meal, Ve only worked a heek for this man at
slxteen dollars a day, Then we workcd for ourselves, and acci;
dently, came across a vein that paid us from eight to twenty-rive
dollars a day. - Ve got quite a wad out of that, it Wés a crev-
ice and ran out. l

Then wo went up and went in with some other fellows and
started s balke shop at Placerville, In the ¥Winter of ;49,'every-
thing that you could eat was worth one dollar a pound in the mines,
and one of the partles that wont in with us wanted to zet a bls
stoék of provisions from Sacramento besfore ¥Yinter set 1n aﬁd
thought we could noke our.fortunes.-l Ve Invested all our money
and went with a couple thousand dollars and ot a bis stock of
provisions. t/e had no rain to spoll the roads that Winter,

The teams would come up in ﬁhe middle of the Winter and
sell proviaions righi out of the wagons for half of what ours had
cost us, and it jJust broke us, - Ve 811l just went to smesh, i1
left thers in October with just fifty-five dollars in‘my poclkeat,

Weoll, ry cousln, Palrbanks, and I stuck to-ather until



wve got Into a good mining claim ﬁﬁd went to mlning agaiﬁ. We
-gof a gooa start on gbout ten or twelve dollars apleces Then I
was taken with typhold Ievsr. I was out of my head from the
start and 1 didn't know where my money ever went to. Zvery time
the doctor came to see me, he had'to come four ﬁiles, and I had
to Weighfhim out an o;nce of gold dust, worth sixteen-dollars.

It is worth about twenty-two dollars now. Somstines, he came
titice arday. He gave mé a bill, which I havs now.

Vo We all had éold scalss, as we did all our businesé with
gold dust, | .‘ _

Woll, when I got wéll, I was stravped. Iy roney was
21l gone for the doctor bills and medlclne and nurses, and I owed
tuls same doctor two hundred and fifty dollars,

Well, I stayed at the cabin, When I had this typhold
fever, I didn't have any soft bed and delicats hands to brush my
fevered terples, I had rousgh miners? claWS'afound e, and lay
cn plne bouchs andsplit loss for a bed, and after I zot so I could
eat sowmethinsg, they kept me on mush and molasses, I didn't eat
enything else for a month, ¥y hair all came out and my testh
were all loose, and soite oI &y finéar nalls cams off. |

About ths first ol April, I told my cousin that I was
zoinz to go to a town callsd "Levy Tovn", as I had one hundred
dollars left, and board. It was four miles there, all up the
nountains. Thore were two or three larze springs on the trall—
Just a pscking trail.' I stﬁrtsd-ona morning and did not take
any blaﬁkéts of ahything.. .I cusss I took a 1ittle lunch. It

took me until three otclock In the afternoon. I felt a 1ittle



tired and stopped and lay doﬁn in the shade anﬁ went to sleep
twice. I got there, and a men by the name of Reade kept a
hotel and a ztore, Yie had been in to geot cur dinner there
bafbre. If we told him to zat the bvest dinner the HYouse af-
¢or¢ed, it was one dollwr and fifty cents instead of one dol-
e, I went to lr, Reade and asked him what he would charge
me a week for boerd and 2 place td slcep, an? hs sald twenty-
one dollars, I went Oﬂto tho scales and welzhed myself land
I weighed one hundre& and twenty-seven pounds, I stayed there
three weelts and went back %o the Claim, and my cousin was with
the same crevice, and I_weighed\one‘hunﬂred-and sixty-five pounds;
Such victuals as I put doﬁn theres, 1t was a woncder that it didnr't
X111 me. ‘They have the hest beafl in Californla that they have
.in the world. I belleve I ate rost a pound to a meal.,  Every
time after I had a good hearty'meai, I would étart out and trail
around the Town and look over the country, I used to make cal-
culations. |

Lator we organized a Company and went inito & Clatm on
a small secz2le, Seventesn of us went i, aﬁd most all 6? us wers
Coldwater boyg. Pour or five went from Branch County, Pavey was
Captain or Porcman, and Jonathen Butterworth was coolk. Well,
we vere very Tortunate in vhat Clzim when we wvent in., We got
out with about two thousand dol1urs aplsce, and soms of the boys
from Coldwater sold out thelr Claims and came back home

X sent some five hundred dollar“ to my fat“ar at heme
by & man by the noms of 1 IFoster, who came home.

Then we formed a bl Couwpany and went into a bir river



| claim. We worked there all Winter, gottinm out flume timbsr,
We wanted to workk the bed of the R ‘*ver. We sawed over ten
thousand Ceet of lumber by hand and by the first of July we
started owr flume at some falls in the River and ran water 1ntc
thls flume, and ron 1t over some other falls forty rods below.
Then we put up what'they called the current wheel pumps, There
was & water whael set in the flume which carried the water into
the flume, We pumped the claim out dry and went tovworg.

The crovice or vein ol 5old that we had wqued.the Fall
btefore Tollowed right up to the River as far as we eould work,
Thore vao where‘we started in ond made two or three pretty rood
days! work at one hundred dollars or mors ﬁer éay. Rut the ere-
vice ran up into the hard rock, and that was all we ever got out
of 1t, Ve hired help to put In that flume, I sgnu one hun’red
. and fifty dollars home., I had Fifty-flve dellars left from the
tvo thousand dcllars,

I hired out to a Saw 111 Co., to work in a aw Mil1l,
I_workgd there three months at one hundred dollsrs a nonth with
zry board, I sawed hall of the day and helf of the nigkt. Then
this i1l Cowpany bought a tesm and men came and hey kad taken
& biz contract to furnish lumber for the rine, and they had to
deliver 1t up a2 stesep nill thres-cuurters of a mils lonz, Cne
of the foremen ‘tockt this tean to draw this lumber to the top of
the hillrnke“e they had acreed to deliver it, They found out
that he had bawly horsses end he couldn't make them pull,

I stood wetchinz the Mill one day andg, ﬁy the way, his

nertle was Parrish, of Coldwater. I sald: -"PFrank, I czn drive



thaﬁrhﬁrae.“ He said "Zou drive him.this afternocon aﬁd I %111
work in your place in the Mill," I didn't put on any lumber at
gll. They had a big laugh on me. Vhen they saw him starting
up the hill with Just fha wagon, they asked me how long it would
take him to get that two thousand Feet of lumber up to the mill,
He had never beon up to the mill with the team when he put on a
load. I drove ub to the mill with an empty wagon, came back

and put on a few boards, drove up to fhe mill, and czme back and
put on a few mbre boards.

The next day in the morning, I was drawing up a good
load of lumber, then he thought he could drive 1%, éo I went back
into the M1ll. He loaded up a load and the horse wouldn't go at
all. He sald: "Charles, you are.the only men that cen drlve that
tean.”® | |

They pald eight hunared déllars for tﬁe horses and the
harnoss, "e11", I said, "I will buy them, but I won't pay what -
jou paid for them.®  He wanted to lkmow what I would glve for thems,
Thay owed ﬁa pretty near four huhdred dollarsz, I said:.”I will
pay you six hundred dollars, and you shall wait for the two hun—l
dred dollers until I can pay it." I gave nim my note. I went
on teaming and I pald all my expen:zes and paid my note in thirty
days.

That Winter, I did all the hauling from Sacfamento,
fifty miles to Coloma. They wanted to buy the team in the Spring,
g0 that they could do their own hauling. S0 I sold the tean for
seven hundred dollars. | |

The next year's emigration wes Just coming In across
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the plains, poor fellouws. I went out and met the emlgrants &nd

bouzkt four horses and one Wagon, and drove oub to gsgcramento.

‘That was Tifey miles.
t

In the Winter of ig52, in the City of sacramento, there

2
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was three lecet oOF water through most streeils. Tyere was a man

contracted to drain the streets and f£ill them up and he pald his

Y

men one'hundred'dollurs a nonth and boarded them and fod the teams.
I hired a boy at forty dollars a month and he drove one

tean oand wagon, and with the two teams oOn they worked through

ve Swmer unbll the rirst of Seplembdsly, and I got my pay and the

ct

story ot around 1+hat the organizatlon was petting a little shaky.

T discharged my LOY and quit. In the Summcrtilme,they put on ox
tsars. 1 nad to stay at the notel. I had a friend whowent out

in Sacramento Valley. I wrote him to find ouv wvhat horses were
fetehiing; if they were fstening a good price. Ye sald they were
{fetching a good price. He sald they werc Tatcning . all a men
mizht ask for them. I solcd then there.

A man by the namo of ITrank Braner, from Colawater, wont
with mo and sold IOy teams, and We gorked a day at mmting for the
soo0il, anc finally we took & job of binding four hundred acres of
wheat by the acre. de got Two dollzrs and fifty cents for two
hundred scres and one dollar and seveﬁty-fivé cents for the other
two hundred acres. ge made a lot on that job, and in the rall

efter I gob pald Tor oy norcos, I sant four huncred dollers more

howe bto “ather. T yent up into the mines ezain and bought a
four-mule teanm about the first of Larch. I had taken a cold

sone way cnd I hal been aick for a week ov two, so I thouhi i

!
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would go Bomc.

"I put my team rizht into the horse market in
Sacramento snd sold it, Thsy fatched about twslve hundred
and sixty-five dollars. I cams down and took a boat at
Sacramsnto and camz down to San Francisco, thinklng to take
the 15th of April Stsamer for New York.

They only ran Stsansrs then by the Panama, but they
only ran the first and fiftesnth of every month, I couldn't
s=t passaze without taking steeragze bassa:e on the 15th, so I
waitad until the first of lay, 1855. The first of ¥ay I paid
two hundred and saventy-five dollars for sescond cobin passagze
to Now York., I canz by ths Isthwus of PFansma asnd scross the

a first Raillrecad I sver rode on in ny

Isthmus of Panama was i
1life, I crosszd the Isthmus of Panama on the 12th dsy of iay,
1855, and the boat lzft thars at 9:00 P.X. the 12th for Naw York.
¥e zot into Iaw York the 24th day of liny, 1855, I

ol

think about noon. s want to a hotel and clsened up and went

n
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into & clething storc =2nd bouzht a trunk and a couple of

of clothes and fixad up, so we didn't look like California

clods, and:then.startzdefor home by train.

e arrived at Coldwabtaer, tlichiran, ahout 2:00 P2,I,

the 28th day of 'iray, 1855, I found s man hare whom I didn't
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know, but somsons told him who I was., He wint to ths Derot
and ot my trunk and I rode out home with him, Hardly any of
the folks knesw m2 bescause in five yaars, I h~d chanzz2d4 so.

Charles Ira Fonda

Auvrust, 19086,



