Thé original of thisuacc5ﬁntA written by Anton Beeras in |
185€y is in long hand in n srnll ﬁock. In 1930 the Yook wrg
in the possession of his 80Ny Jozseph Cs Iwers, . Bl

In April 1854, now almost three vesrs 8o I gnd two of

ny friends set out for Californine. We were full of courage -
to undertnke such a weary, long and dengerous Journey, Thirst
after wealth drove us, snd in the best hope to find a treagure
of gold in that regiony which was po famous in that time, We:
did hear every day some news shout Czlifornias and many of all
United States traveled in crowds to gather the precious metal,
We left Cincimmati on the 5th of April end took reilroad through
Indinna and Illinois, This rart of our journey we performed $n
few daysy but now in lowa we had a more troublesoms times Raile
roads are not there, nothing but very.bad roads over rocks anrd
hille, and through endless foresta, " o)

~ We resolved to buy herses for our Journey, and ws soon’
sugceeded in finding three old horgesy as we thought to be it
only to garry us to Cnlifornin, =y old ¢hep eost only 218,, and
was not the woret of theme It wos binok colored, & large ¥ind
and very lean and lazy, Wwe hnd only a blanket to egit on ity
and we let the horses run 4n the woodny o seek food for thems
selvesy, when we stopped, and during night, tmetines they hed
plenty gressy other times scarcely enys Ve soon ceme in the
Kissouri territory, and sometires could not find, after a
troublesome days Journey, any Inn oy lodging housep, 69 that we
were obliced to sleep under treese e carried geme foed with usg
end scmetimes needed 1t muchs IFf we did find a cottoge on the
wayside ot eventide, we rnde use of ity to mek Indizms for the
necgssities of lifes Te ¢nuld not understand the peopley end -
were afraid that they would etenl everything from us, In one
evening it happened me we were inm the dwelling of en Indianmy -
twvo stout fellows and & boy entered, As £t wos darky and they
spoke seeretly for a long while with our Indisn, then they 8
exenined npd looked pt everyihing we hads 3But nt last they ™™
vent silently eway, to our great Joye Yevertheless we eould
not sleep .the whoie night, and hnd our guns by ocur side, while
we lay down upon strawe Ve took our route along the lorth Pork
river and the Sweetwnter river, ard gometimes hand to cross
brocks and 1ittle rivers without bridpeeny so that we were in
danger of drowning, After six wecks travely, we eame to the

South pass through the Rocky Mountains, Here the lofty mountains,

tops coveread with snowy renched on both sides many hundred feet
towards, Soon mft r we enme upon the Crent Salt loke in the
Utah territorye A vast region covered with forests end inhabited
by ssvages, who lived by hunting after buffalos, '7e could find
scorcely a mnn %o sperk with, the days becrme hot and the roads
30 bnd and 8o hard to find, thrt we could not go reny miles in
8 daye, The Almighty hed proteeted us nprirst the attacks of
the wild Indirns, who hove 5o rnry others plundered, vounded or
kflled that were passing this route, Tive werks were we on the
road to cross t-e Mtrh territory, ~ne-of our horsesn diedy nnd
for three weeks we hnd only the use of two horzesy for three
men, Afterwerds rs we crme on the rounteina that senarated
Utah from Crlifornimy we let run the two horses in the woodsy
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perhnps they mny be vet flives T hrd then to enrry everything
we hndy on our breksy and to cross this with grent trouble and
dancer t%ese'mountaina, we hnrd to climbd over stecp rocks with -
much difficulties, and 1t tonk three deys until we came on the
opposite side, LGP iy P ‘ v F ;

Yow we were in Cnliforrin after nn elepaec of three months
traveling, in thnt 1nnd of our desires, that made us travel
more than 50C0 miles, inspite of all dangers and difficulties,
We went through seversl towna and valleys which had been mostly
settled by those, whe the last years had arrived from ell parts
- of the worldy to seek gold, YWe were in the Sncramento eity,
and this in the heart of C-1iforniay but we did not find any -
golds lYany poor people with ragged clothes beg us for slmey -
and we find out mt inst that great many; who in the same pupse
pese had come thither were Poor and in s miserable situations
That they had to lntor hard for their suprort, and {f they
eouldy they would return to their former home, We could not -
find a good opportunity to earn money, and most everything -
did show uss that we were deceiveds e had alresdy gpent much
moncy for cur jeurncy, and only enouzh to turn back, It was
alreedy in August, when o good occasion for our return came,

One Ship lay for enchor in the Lay of Seint Proncisee, to sail
to Panama 4n the Isthnus of Dorien, Ve were gled thad we en:
the 10th of Aurust could £9 on board towanrds hemeg  The other
way bty land wns too weary and troublesemey &nd the winter _
reeches us 400 goon as to ecme gafe homes The Stenmer brought
U8 in ten doys 0 Pernema, We orossed the Isthmus by raiircad, ~
and had lonzer ¢o welt than eipht days for s Ship that would : %
onil for Yew Orleanse In the beginring of September as we - 48
were in the Gulf of Maxico s wiolent storm arose and & tempest,
that we were nearly on the point of veriching all et once,

Three days end three nirhts the ntorm continuedy and the waves
rose as mountainzg and thremtened to gwallow the Ehips Ve lost
one mast of the Ship, and came at lnst safely to New Orleansy
after a fearful end dangerous veyarece AB 8con as poseidble we
went on a Steamboat on the Higpieaippl for Cincinnatiy and in *
nine deys we reached it, Ve were pled to see cur friends ond
relntions egain, mnd could much relate on account ever oup . - -

- mischievous and dengercus. Journey, to the gold reglon of @
Californiss And. I thank God that he hnd protected us until
this deyy and that I omly have lost nine months of time, and
& good purse of monevs And I en sures that I never again will:
try to fetch gold from Crlifornime - _ i Nl L
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ia Apr il 1854, now almost three years ngo, I and two of
ends set out for Cﬂlizorriaa We were full of courare
ertnie such a weary, long and dengerous journeye Thirot
vealth drove ug, end in the best hope to find a treagure
gold in that region, which was so fpmcus in that time. Ve

d hear every day some news about Cslifornisy and many of all
ited Slates traveled in crowds t0 gather the preciocus metal,
ieft Cincimmati on the 5th of %rrll end tock redlirced “throug
wnd I1linols, This part of our journey we pmrformeﬁ in
¥s$e but now in.;awa we had a more troublesome timce Hoiie
da wre nat there; nothing but very- rnd roads over rocls ard
18y and through Enalese Toreais, .
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Wwe resexved 10 hLv horses for our journeyy and’ wc 5007

succeeded in fivd*n& three old horses, sz we thought to be fit
¢nly to carry us to Californisy my old chep cost only £18.; wnd
was not the worst of tﬁem., I{ was blsck ecolored, a8 large kind
and very lean and lmvya we had only a blnnket ¢to sit on i,

and we let the horses run in-the woodsy to peck food for themw
seives, when we stoppedy and during right. Sometinmes they had
plenty gressy, other times scaTcely enye Ve soon came in the
iissouri territcryg ond sometimes could not find, after a
troublesome days journeys, any Inn or lodging house, o thet we
vere ooliged to gleep under trees, Ye carried some food with use
end cometimes needed 1t muchs I we did Tind a cottapge on the
weyside nt eventide, we made use of ity to ssk Indisns for the
necessities of 1ife, We could not understsnd the pesple, ardd '
were miraild thet thevy would stenl everyihing from use In one
evening it happened gs we were in the dwelling of en Indien

twe stout fellows and g bcy entereds As it wes dark, and they
_s§ake secretly for a longz while with our Indisn, then ther
exnmined end looked ot everv‘h¢vg we hede ZFut at last they
went silently aways t0 our great joye MNeverthelese we could

not sleey the whole nigh;, end had our guns by our side, while
we lsy down upen straw, Ve took our route zlong the Horth Fork
river and the Sweetwater "iver, and sometiimes had to croes
brooks and littls rivers without bridres, sc that we were in
danger of drowninge After six wecks travel,; we came to the
South puss through the Rocky iountains, Here the lofty mountains,
tess covered with mnowy remched on both sides many hundred feet
townrdse OSoon aft:r we crme upon the Grent Srlt lake in th

Utah territorye A veost reglon covered with forests ond inhebited
by savaces, who lived by hunting efter buffelo. We could find
scarcely o mn o gsperk withy the davs became hot end the roads
50 bnd and so hard to find, thnt we could not o many miles in

g daye The Almighty had protected us arnirst the sitecks of

the wild Indirns, who have ©o mery othe s plundered, wounded or
kitled thet were psosing this routee Tive wacks were we on the
road to cross t-e WMteh territorys. One of our horses died, and
for three weeks we hnd only the use of two horsesy Tor three
mens Aftermwards rg we crme on the mountains that sepoarnted

Utah nﬂow Cnlifornim, we let run the two horses in the woodsg
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pernaps they mavy be yet =lives “7e bnd then Lo carry everything
we hndg on our brcks, and to croass this with prest trouble erd
donger these mountaing, we hed to climb over site«p rocks with
much difficuliies, and it took three dave until we came on the
opposite side, : 4 - Lo

Now we were im Crliforriam aftcr nn elepse of three months
travelingg in that lend of our desires, that made us travel
more than 5000 milesy, inspite of a1l danpers and 4ifficulties,
He went through several towns and wvalleys which had been mestly
setiled by thoscy, who the least years had arrived from all parts
. 6f the world; to seek golde Ve were in the Sucramento oity,

and thus in the heart of O lifsrrnia, but we did not Tind eny
golde Ymny poor people with regged clothes beg us for wlnsy
and we find out at laost that great memny, vho in the snme Dure
posge hed ¢ome thither were poor and in a miserable situstions
Tant they had to labor hord for their suprorty and i7f they
couldy they would return to their former homes ¥e could not:
find g good opyoriunity to earn moneys and mest everything
did show usy; that we were deceiveds e had already spent much
money Tor our journcy, and only encuch to turn backe It was
already in Augusts when &« good oceasion for our return came,
One Ship loy for anchor in the bay of Saint Prancisco, to sail
1o Fanama in the Isthmus of Dirien. We were gled the® we on
thie 10th of August could go on board towards home, The other
wey by land wngs oo weaTy and itroudlesomey and the winter
reaches us 00 socn as to come safe homes The Stemmer brought
us in ten days to Prramn. We orossed the Isthmus by reilroads
and ned longer 1o wait than sipght days for & Ship that would
sail for Yew Orleanse - In the beginning of September as we
were in the Gulf of Haxico o vinlent storm aroee end s tempest,
that we were nearly on the point of perishing 2ll et onces
- Three days end threec nights the storm continued, and tre waves
rose on mounteins, and threatened to swallow the Ship., We lost
one masl of the Ship,. and came at last seafely to Hew Orleansy
efter o fearful and dangerous voyaree AS BOON &5 possible we
went on & Steamboat on the Mississippi for Cincinmntiy, end in
nine doys we reached ite Ye were rlzd to pee our Triends snd
relations againg snd could much relnte on account over our
nischiavous ané dangerous. journeyy to the gold region of
Californiece And I thark God thrti he had protected us until
nis doys and thet I only have lost nine months of time, and
B go0d purse of moneyve And I em surey that I never again will.
try to Tetch gold from C=lifornisa ' Y e o i
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