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Bast of Fort Laramie, June 13th, 1850,
¥y own dearest lMary,
 4nd how is your dear self this morning? and our dear little son
pet lamb =-- Nelson? I hope you are well and happy and enjoying
yourselves first rate, "Oh George how could you say so You know I
can't enjoy myself when you are so far from me® Methinks I hear
you uttering some such exblamation but I must tell you to be happy
t111l the gold come without me and then you can be twice happy with
me. 3ut I must [blank] talking such nonsense and tell you where we
are what are our prospscts and what we have [blenk] doing &&, &ec.

Well we have got within 8 miles of Fort Laramie and will pass
it to-day about ten o'elock, and 1f we have good luck we will be
in thé Mormon oity of tne Salt Lake before this reach [blank], or
say about the 4th of July. Fort Laramle is 522 miles from Council
Bluffs and somewhat over 900 from Fairplay, a pretiy distance is
it not between a man and his wife? From the fort to the Salt Lake
is 509 miles aﬁd about 600 from the Salt Lake to the gold mines of
California. 30 you ses we have to travel yet about 1100 miles or
about 200 more than we have coms. '

We have come from the Missouri river here in 21 traveling days
end we should have been &t the Fort last night had we not delayed
somewhat on sccount of a wonman who has the ague & fever. I told you
when I wrote you from the Bluffs that we had Joined with a company
eslled the ®Sabbath Keeping Company.® Well we all crossed the
Missouri on Saturday 18th May, in the afternoon. We drove out six
wmiles in ths Indian, or Nebragka Territory with 2 view of staying
$ill Monday morning; bdut next morning (Sunday) fifteen of the 21
wagons of the Sabbath Keeping company hitched up thelr horsss and

traveled. We remained till ¥onday morning, and overtook the compsny
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Horn ferry. We traveled with the company

but next Sunday morning they left us on Prairie oresk

and all that remained was three wagons. We did not any more try to

overtake the Coupany &s we was persuaded they did not wish to keep

(blank] and slso wé knew we could do better by our horses by being in

& smallsr company. Thus then the thres wagons of us went along to-

gether all that week and on Saturday afternoon we Passed our company

b miles., Next morning Sunday they again passed us and we have not

seen them since. You mey think it an inprudent step to go in such a

sw8ll company; and I have no doubt you will hear awful talss about the

Indians as we hear here; but I would say to you and to all who have

friends on this route Believe them not,
them.

They are untrue, every ons of
I have sesn any auantity of Indians and sheken hands with over

two hundred, Have had them sleeping by our wagon &ll night when alone

on the prairie --- havs glven them my gun to shoot with, and I have

seen nothing with them but friendship. Shake hands with them and appear

friendly end it lightens up their very countinance; but treat them

indiferently end their looks are sullen. That a whits man was found

among the Bluffs soalped I believe to be true; but I do not believghgg

Indian had any hand in the murder; and those who know the murdered man

Ciec 2
positively charge the murder on a white and the the scalping was done

to make suspicion rest upon the Indisns, But I gay once for gll turn

a déaf ear to all such tales,

#e havs so far hag & very pleasant tr;p, with the exception of soms .

awful thunder showers, or storms, I shoulg rather call them, You coﬁld

form no conception of the awful grandeur and violence .of & thunder storm

on the Pleins. It must be seen to be known. ¥e hava been pretty well

supplied with fresh meat. We had an antelops end a Buffale, How I
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:}-wished that you was with [blank] to have & Buffalo beef stake it was

80 nice we had some of the best soup of it I ever tasted in my life.
The weather has bsen very eold for the seagon; much more so than I
ever saw it. There are some women going to Californis eni I have no
doubt but the trip could be made a-pleasant ong even to & woman but
they will have to be fixed different from anything I heve seen on
the road, ihen I come back for you and Nslson I will show you how
to fix up to be comfortable. The iormons fix the best of any ﬁeople
I have sgeen; but I think that their plan might be a little improved.
We have traded off the old wagon and got ons worth two of hsr only
she ig a little heaviér. Our Pony got kicked and [blank] a pretty
sore shoulder for a week or so but it is now getting better. The
mare was sick & few days ago from drinking alkili water; but she too
is getting well. The country through which we have bassed was for
250 milss or so after crossing thes lMissourl the most delightful that
the sye eould look at but afterwards it beoams very poor barrsn and
desolate. In 200 miies on the north side of the Platte there is but

one solitary tree aud but very few on the south side. The land is

good for nothing end never can be [blank] I had almost omitted to

tell you thet we have seen a specimen of gold digging. e got some
in the Flatte. The whole of the river has less or more of it but the
particles are so minute and quantity so limited that I do not think
that ever 1t will be made available to wash the sand. Good-morning
¥adam I will finish when I gat to the Fort,
. ' Fort Laramis June 15th,
We are now at the Fort safe across the Laramiz fork of the Flatte
end a pretty hard time we have had of it. We had to take a wagon bed

cork & pitoh it for a boat. In this ;
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.\ end wagons end swem the horses. The river is high snd rung very

rapid but efter having the wagon bed ready we had iittle move troudble
s few men have been drovmed crossing but none since W8 camre here.
There is a man hers in ivons for killing his brothe? #hen gambling:
and he is not expscted to live from the wound he reégived from his
brother. Thare 1is thg most awful dastruction of provsriy by the
emigrants that could be thought of. Wagons afe cut up and burned
which a few months ago cost $125.,00., The road is 1iterally strewed
with clﬁthes. harness:and things of every descriptisn. Ben Thompson
sends his complimants‘to Thomas & desires me to sey that we have got
along better than he expected. I may say so toc. Give Mr. Thompson
my respects and tell him that we very much missed hif Ferrying across
thé river to-day. This Fort Laramie is not much of & Dlace, Some
seven or eight houses built of adobes or to spesk md’ plain Spanish
brick that is brick driled in the sun. I have not fims to give you a
desoription of our travels so far I musf leave that %0 & future day;
and in the mean time I would say that we have all baen well and start
for the Sslt Lake in first rate health and spirits. John says to the
boys that he is well and hearty. Compliments to krs. Zverette end
81l inquiring friends. How ié the old manfs lead. ¥ love to
Yargaret, Write me to Sacramentio City immediately. Ohl how I long to
hear from you. Farewell & while

I'11 soon with gold return

Take care of yourself and Nelson. Ky dear 1litile Nelson., oOn Yary

you can not conceive how dear you are to me e are Just about to start

and I must close this hasty serawl. I should have written you more
from this place had we not been so busy all the day s£2tting scross the
river. Croésing the main fork of the Platte to day & wagon and four

horses went down stream all lost. Here we Join the »ead from St,
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\ Joseph's and Independence. I verlly believe that it it is at
present the most publick road in the United States.
I must now finish, my dear wife, by subscribing your very
affectionate and loving husband
Georga
po A N may write you from the Salt Lake &nd may not tili I get
to Californisa.
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Fort Laramiz, Juns 16th, 1950
(Sunday),
¥y dearest lary,

I did not know yesterday, till after I hud sealasd my latior
that thsrzs were two post-offices hers, of-rathar & different charactar,
The on:, thsy ssy, is & private concsrn, sand #1i1l l2ave her3 about the
20th of this month, an: will have the letters to tae statss in 10
days., Chares, 50 cts. per lattsr., The othsr is Governmant offico,
but will not lsave here till near ths 2nd of July. I psid 50 cts.

;0 Muve yours forwarded by the privats sxprasss. This onz I will

put in tha Gov?rnment offica and you will see which you rzczlve first,
as I am somevhut inclined to the opinion that the privats convoyunca
{3 but & shavins shop of the Commander hers.

I can give you some 1nf§rmation to-day, in vegard to tha
emigration to Californiz, which I could not last night. Th3rs hus
ressad this poast up to yasterdsy, ég routz to California, 24,326 man,
461 women, 450 children, 6,655 wagons, 19,639 horses, 6,143 mulss,
15,624 oxen, 1,905 céws, and still the crowd continuss, st the rate
bf neéfly 100 wagons per day.

I have not time to say much this morning as the man I em sending
this back with will start in a few minutes, for ws have psssed Laramis
end sre now & few miles west of it. This, howsver, I would say for
your satisfsetion that last evening we found & splendid watar proof
tent which e company left who are going to pack through. It will
meke us & first rate cabin in ths minzs. It must hevs cost ut homre
not less than 525.00.

I was mistaken in t2lling you that the man who killsd his brother

i{s still in irons hers., For som:2 cause unknown to me they did not

keep him. It is pos clear that the man who was shol that I spoks of,
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was shot by 2 white men &nd not an Indian. Io
no one knows whare.
Since I wrota last evening I have seen & man from Missouri who
went to California last year. He advises us not to go by the
Salt Leke: but to go by Fort Hall. He says the vroad is shorter
and better & feed plentiful. we are undecided as yzi which way to go.
I have seen a men burried this morning, who came on the south
side of the Platte. Some S&Y his disease wes cholera, There 1s

more sicknsss among those who cams by the way of St. Jos, and

Indepandence than those who cams by Council Blufrs.

The lettsr transeribed above, bears tha postmark "Weston, Mo.
Aug. 30.% It was addressed to “Mrs. Mary Davidson, Fairplay,
Grant Go., Wisa.," -- now krs. Leavitt, matron, since 1831, at

Dosne College, Crete, Nebraska .
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' South Pasa July 11th 1850
.Dgar father 1t is with feelings of no ordinary kind I take this
op_ertunity of writing to you. O how to express ny felellings is
beyond my power but I must let you know how things is. My object
writing to you from this place is to let you know that George is

no more. He was teken with & violent attact of cholers from the

" effects of which he never recovered. on tho morning of the third

of July He was taken with the diorrea which in a few hours would
have endid his exlstence had we not procurod medical aid immedateiY-
the dootor stayed with us two day(s] and did all.that he could and
being eager to go on as we all are upon this road he left us saying
that with care he would soon recover. but such was not to be the
oase he caught oold which caused a relépsa which put him out of
human aid. and on the morning of ths tenth he breathed his last
utterly unconcious of his own fate or the feelings of those arocund

him

And now deare father do prepare the mind of poor kary as much &s possible

for ewful calamity

4nd now lingret and Jemes do cheer poor Mary in the midst of her
affliction

We are getting along very slowly feed is so&ree for our horse so that
we dare not drive hard Bengamin has been sick but is fest getting

well

My feelinge at this time can better imagened than descrived what
awful feelings orowed upon my min]d as we consined his body to the

raerent earth
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i * end now disharined and left alone as it were to wend my way
without & friend to cheklr mo in the mildst of my troubele
but I must stop the tesms are walting at a more conveint time
be more particular '

1 will write at salt lake
4o John Felson
Fairpley, Grant County, Wisconsin, -- FPostmarked Weston, Ko,
Auvgust, 16.
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