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Sacraxento, Hovember 8, 1859,

Doar Fathor [Major Thomas Cramsr]:

1 have locked over these pages
and mwade some obvicusly necessary correcticms, ltut
I heve not thought worth the trouble of exhording
Horace’s motto: "Saipe stylum vertas® upon, as they .
are not Intended fer publication.

You I know will care more about

the matter than ths style,

Yours affectionately
 Thomas J. B, Creamer.
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MAY 12, 1859
Ieft home about 12 o'clock, M, and struck the old
California Trail near the claim of Dr. Robertson, where
we learned that the traln of James Ellison had passed
about It\i'o hours ahead of us; pushed on and at ths Big
Springs found a small crowd of persons listening to an
abolition speech from the late distiﬁghished, but now
infamous, Ex-Secretary F. P. Sténtcn. Here inquiry put
us on the Tecumssh.{Xsnsas] road, erronicusly the train
of Elliaon having there taken the 014 California Road.
When near Tecumseh we were overtaken by Erother }Shm,
who informed us of our error, and aidsd us in getting
forward to the house of a settler two miles beyond
Lecomnpton where we put up and were kindly accomodated
by the proprletor, whose sweet wife by her gentle kind-
ness subdued even the Alpine heighths of my mt-fankee

pi'ojudicea.

MAY 13
Bushed off after an early breakfast to cut off the

train of Ellison beyond Topeksa, whers this road would

4ntercept the California Rcad. Were obliged to take

1.
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across ths prairie as the bridge over Chingamung Creek

was reported _dm. Drove some hours over 8 beamtiful

eountry, and finding when we reached the California Eoad,
that Ellison had not passed we camped to prepare & cup'
ot' coffes, and while we were gotting it ready Ellisom's

train arrived. They preceded us to Burmetts to camp,

whare we followed and arrived in good camping tims.
This is a beautiful place belonging to a Pottawatamie

Chief of the nams of Burnett, who is & man of mich in-

flnence ameng his people. I shculd judge from his size

and appearance that he was & half breed.
on one of the branches of the Chingamung Cresk, & fine
Cresk which flows near ths tomps of Tacamash and Topeka.

It i3 loecated

This is truly e lovely prairie country, finely watered,

very fertils and possessing some timber. It is, bhowever,

" a part of the Pottawatamie Reservaticn and, of coursa,
shut against pre-emption sguatters, which much rotards
the progress of wealth and population in the neighbor-

ing towns of Tecumseh and Topska,

MAY 14
Remained in camp all day, where we have besen mak-
ing the best of an exceedingly wet and disagreeable day.
Brother Sam has besn in the saddls almost all day look-
ing for our work cattle which were cut of the way this
norniné. Three o'clock P.M., returned to find that the

2.
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cattle had not gme fer from camp, Camp 2ll in moticn
gathering wood and water and preparing for the night,
which contimmes wet and lowering. Some fish In this

branch of the cresk and soma fishing has besn going on

all dey but does not pay well as they are s=all and dif-
ficult to catch.

SUNDAY, MAY 15

¥Eoved camp ebout 12 o'clock M., over on the Hiasiun.
Ron ebout five miles from cur present location. Evening
light end cheery. We encamped on 2 besutiful bottom
prairie, where the ladies spent the evening iIn gathsering
and cooking gooseberries; which heﬁ grovw wild in great
abundance and of an excellent quality end prove qulis
palatabls. About dark the whole heavens became overcast
with lorid elicuds. ERolling thunder and an incessant
blaze of lightning to the west. The wind, having been
steadily from the Scuth East all day, we hoped that tha
storm would pass over us. Eat about 8 ofclock P.E., it
broke sm'kianly from the South Wezt and never have I sesn
a mcre formidable one of wind and rain which peneirated
everywhere, more or less, and turned our cemp grounds,
{so pleasant in the svening) Into a perfect mdhcle. We
were a'l in a most melsncholy predicament. Tents were
ialom down, canvas rent and scattered, plcket-pins pulled

3.
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up end cattls stempeded. In short:
®at night & child might understend,
9he devil had business on his hsnd,.®

HAY 16

After drying up end repairing damages we started
for Smith's Ferry over the Eansas River, which proved a
better fix than it looked to be, and in a short tims we
passed cur wagoms and carriages over In safety. It was
the Intention of Ellison to swim his cattle over. The
attempt was made to drive them into fhe stream, but only
two bad the hardihood to attempt tho- current, and only
ane to make the crossing. The oi:her, after being swept
away by the current for some distance, with difficalty
got back to where 1t started frem. The whols herd were
then ferried. - The train then went to camp in the midst
of the great bottem cn the north side of the Eaw River,
which extends frem the mouth to Fort Riley with a few
broaks, It is a splendid body of land but all cwned by
Indisn nations as their Reservations. Thirty miles
square just hers is owned by the Pottawatamiles. Every-
where tnese Indien Heserves wiil prove & bar Lo ths

future pa-ogreés of Eansase

HAY 17
Rolled over to the great Military Road which leads

4.
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from Ft. Ieavenwortn fo Fert Rilsy. Had a weary and heavy

drag all day, w=hich was hot and suliry and cppressive to
the poor oxen, two of which gave ocut, and one of which
dled last night, I learn. These bslonged to the teams
of James Elliscn, At the bridge over Cross Cresk, saw
two Pottawatamie beaux dressed not "a la mode de Paris,®
bat a la meds de fottamta.mia. Cne had on a calico
skirt end notbing more; the other had hat, coat and

skirt, btut both alike were gulltless of brich clmut or

- pantaloons, They ssemed well pleased with thelr own

appearsancs, but the ladies of cur train did not admire
their costums mich.

MAY 18
Afiar scmo delay cemsed by the difficenlty of find-
ing the cattle of John M. Smlith, which having been hard
pressed the day before sesa to have hidden for the pur-
pose of avoiding a like faie today if possible. We drove
two or three miles and reached the Catholic Missionary

ostablishment in the Pottawatamie country where we stopped

to parchass soms arilcles, but were unabls to find them
as their supplies are only intended to meet the wants of
the Indians, who notwithstanding the efforis of the
Pripstes and other civilizing influences are yet in ths
main but wretched Savages, end scecording to report, have

5. .
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been practicing their old barbarities upon a couple

4l nnd
o and

awnee horse thieves taken "flagramts dalic
.2 scalps are now on exhibition at a neighboring house.
MAY 19
Broke up camp near the Eed Vermillion Creek and pro=-
lsd by the way of the bridge over that stream. About
mile west of that tock ths road leading up to the di-
3 betwaeen that and Rock Creek, which was hilly and
sh leading into a very high reglon of rolling prairies
1 pretty little streams over which wa procesded about
3lve miles to find en excellent camping ground on cne
? the lower branches of Rock Creek, where we made our-
slves comfortable until about 4 o’clock on the morning
sf the 20th when 1t rairned heavily, much to cur discom-

: Jfort.

' MAY 20
" After a drive of about three miles we came to the
crossing of Rock Creek, & fine bold stream running be-

twaen high rough nobs on the Eastern side and between

n
rFreIat= 2 28 uoZTED

0

irias on the Wastsrm, Found the
Cresk too high to crosa in consequence of the x;ain, and
ltere obliged to go back and walt until the stream ran
doﬂn- which we hoped 1t would do by the morning. Spent
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the remainder of the day in dryirg up, repairing damages,
brending cattle, &e, ¥We tried here for scms fish but
they were eithsr shy, scarce or did not like ocur bait.
At all events we got none.

MAY 21

After an early breakfast we crossed the creek and
made good time all day, which was fine and ccol, over &
very lovely prairie country. Cattle have not suffered
at all today notwithstanding car progress was so good,
making about eighteen miles by the middle of the even=
ing, which brought us in sight of the timber on the
: Blsck Vermillion Cresek, which 1s the stresm on the head
of which John Jett was operating in 1854 and 1855, and
whore he died, This is the principal branch of the Blue
River from the Esst side, as the Blus River is of the
| Eaw River from the same side. Near the mouth of Blue
v River is the town of Eanhattan,

SUNDAY, MAY 22
Soon as ws had breakfested we went to cross the

cresk, but found it too deep for fording, and had to en-

e al i LR

camp near it ard wait until evening, when by blocking up
r»,. our wagon beds we undertook fo cross, where a general

acene of fuss, fun and confusion commsnced and continued
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until all had passed over which reguired about two hours.
The women and children wers taken over on horseback,
which we consldered safer than the wagons as the coming-
out place on the western side was very sideling and dan-
gsrous. After crossing we passed through an encarnmment

of returned gold seekers from the [Pike] Peak, who sesmed

. to be iIn good spirits. Soon after, we encamped,

MAY 23

Left camp soon after breakfast and drove all day
over a very beautiful country of low rol}iug prairies
covered with a light graen grass of the kind which some
call Buffalo grass, and well watered, seeming to me to
be excesdingly well aﬁaptad to the uses of a stock rais-
ing people, but a single featurs of beauty and becoming
monotonous. Indeed, all eastern Kansas is of the same
general appearance, and one who has sesn a few square
miles of 1t can form a pretty accurate judgement of the .
whole. After a drive of abaut eightsen miles we arrived |
about camping time at the south side of a creak near
ti::;e town of Marysville or Palmetto City on Blue River,

 HAY 24
Drove early to the ferry to secure as early a chance

to cross as possible. Found the ferry crowdsd as usual,

B.
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and that they were censtantly plying between banis with
loads each way, and at the emormous charge of two dollars
a wagon wiih a single yoke of steers. This stream does
not exceed seventy-five yards in width, and the round
trip can of course occupy but a few minutes. On this day
the receipts at tais ferry must have reachsd a hundred
dol:uu-a_, as tl‘mre is s mich travel from the wostern side
as from the Esstern on account of the [returning] tide of
PIEKE'S PEAKERS, with the appearance of one of whoo I was
mach astonished, as he carried on his back his bedding,-
cooking ntensils and provisions- an enormous load, and
yot he strods aloag quite ehsarfully and at a round
speed. Some of these msn, a few days since, under the
inflnence of whiskey, exasperated at the enormity of ths
charge undertook to sieze the boat, which brought on a
diffiealiy. Rovolvers wore used and two of the gold
seskars were killed and cne desperately wounded. Crossed
the ferry soon after midday and went sbout twelve miles
to encamp on a very pretty little stream whors ws foand
good gress and water. Here we found a peddlar and his
wagon who had baen following the gold sesking e A
with oysters, pickles &c. ¥We boaght a pot of pickles of
him,

9.
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MAY 25

Traveled all day at a 1lively gait making soms eight-
ean or twenty mlles and encamped about sundown on a
bright running rivalet, a tributary of the Little Blue
River, which 1s itself a tributary of the Big Glue River,
Here we found the fracea of a terrific hail storm which
had lately visited this region, end which fortunately did
not reach as far East as where we were. Every vestige of
follage was stripped from the trees and shrubs and, in
many cases the grass from the ground. Report says the
birds and hares were killed, and even in soms instances
the cattle wore beaten down in tha yoke., Here we were
visited about nine ofclock by a most severe rain storm,
which contimied all night, end as our camp was a low
place we were overflown and md§ very uncomfortable, Tha
prairie still beautiful to look at, but is dsclining mich
in fertility, and 1s now of light color and quite sandy.

N MAY 26
Horning clear but cold and windy. Made s good
drive, tut the ﬁe&msters heve had a severe day as wers
all who were exposed to 1ts influence. The general ap=
pearance of the prairie does mnot cha.ﬁge mich but value
of the soil is rapidly approaching the condition of a

desert reglon as 1t 1s now mere sand covered with light

10.



thin grass; waters are slso mach less plenty. After a
drive of about eighteen miles we found 'ouraalves en=
camped on & very fine bottom on the Little Blue River,
where we had plenty of wood; and getting up large log
fires wo were soon comfortabls. As the sun Iént down
the wind declined, end the night 1s bright end beauti-
ful.

HAY 27
After’ spending half the day in drying up, branding

- cattle, fishing, and amsing curselves we started for

the crossing of SandyACreak, a tributary of the Little

"Blue, where we arrived and camped near the old trading
post of Daniel Patterson, who was an old trader among

the Pawnees for many years, and tradition says he had
many & rough and tumble fight with them., He left be-

3 hind him quite & pretty homs, and one might judge from

what ha sces hers that he was a man of seducation and

rofinement,

MAY 28
After an early breakfast we drove on up the divide
between the waters of this creek and those of the Little
Blue and moved along lively a= the day was cool and fine.

11.




This i3 2 most monotonous looking country and is now of
tut 1ittle valns, as it is not cnly thin and badly wat-
ered, but destitute of timber and stone and mist be ex-
posed to a 3iberian dsgres of cold during the winter.

SUNDAY, HAY 29
‘Eed a good breakfast of antelops and left camp all
in good spirits. No change in the appesarance of the
country. Still going up the Little Blua, Eade about
elghtesn miles which brings us- to the head branches of
the Little Blue and into & high end naked regiom of bound-

_less prairies, aparse grass and limited water courses.

MAY 30 -

All well this morning and everything golng smooth.
Early morning light, but fog came down thick and heavy
and has been succesded by & very warm day, but the road
18 so gocd that the stock doss not suffer mich. ¥s are
now in the heart of the Pawnee Country, but haverimt- yot
seen any of that very ENLIGHTENED and HUYANE paople, who
are saild to be in a astarving condition, as their too
powerful foe3 - the Siocux = will not permit thex ¢ pur-
sue the buffalo beyond this immediate vicinity, which

is now arocund Fort EKearney. Report says that a party of



: these Sicux cams lately to & trading post in this vicin-
ity and finding e Pawnee there thay watched their oppor-
: | tanity when the white msn were at breakfast snd killed
and scalpad him, These Pawnees are said to be elmost

AR

exterminated from this, t.'.heir old end favorite homs.

¢ The 3icux and Cheyennes never Spare one which they cap=-
ture. i

MAY 31
¥orning light snd clear with the wind from the
Scuth., About sunrise the fog came down and the promise
was for a hot and sultry day, but it somm crlouded ovar
Koo..3 and blew a rough and constant gale sll day, Stopped at
: & noan at & branch, known as the Thirty Mile branch or
station East of Fort EKearney., This is one of the ex-
treme heads of the Little Blue and we found 1t a mere

el B

drain affording barely enough of very indifferent water

o

for cur cattle. This is a most unfruitfull locking

oot

) ecuntry, and mst long, if not always remain a naked
waste; and would ssem to have been designed for the
buffalo and Red ¥an,
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;oad a3 the world can offer to ox animals, and arrived
early in the evening at ocur camp in the midat of the great
bottom which 1lies on the South side of ths Platte River,
'hichl is here about ten miles wide, beautifully shaped
and "very desirable to look upon,® but 1s poor and sandy,
and seems to exnde & species of alkalil, which ressmbles
the ®"Sal Scda® of commerce. As the cattle were tired we
encampsed in the midst of the bottem. The first supper

I ever ate. cooked with the "Eois de Vache™ we had hers

this evening.

JUNE 2

Traveled only five miles to find a more commodious
camp to rest the cattle and to sllow time to bring up soms
lame ones which had bsen left bshind. We are now encampad
on & slough running into the great Platte, a few miles
East of Fort Kearney. .ihe bottom on this side of ths
river 1s of wvast sxtent, destitute of timber and stone,
even the bluff is nothing more than a ridge of sznd hills.

-

JUEE 3
ATtar 8 drlve of 2 fox =llss w2 arrived &
Keerney which we found located in the midst of the great
bottom exposed to all the winds which blow over thess in-

14,
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terminable prairies, but having the advantage of baing
neer Grand Island which affords esbundance of fusl, a
great advantage in 8o cold and naked & region. This
post 18 situated about three hundred miles wast of Fort
Leavenworth and about one hundred and eighty up the
Platte River from Nebraska City. It is a mers canton-
ment, ‘g barracks for troops, end is only designed to
overawe the Indians who roem these wide prairies. Drove

fifteen miles and camped.

_ JUNE 4

This morning soon after deylight word was brought
to camp that some buffalc had besn ssen nesr the bluff.
Four of our hunters mounted and went in pursult. Scarcely
had they left when & herd wes seen crossing the river im-
medlately in front of the camp. Great exclitement was now
created and every gun was brought into requisition to at-
tack the buffalc as they cams ocut of the water, by men
on horseback and on foot. After a chase of two or thres
miles a moble bull was slain by young P. Ellison. The
buffelo were now ssen crossing the river above ard below
in large herds and our party made their attack so severe
that two were killed in the water and two more just on

sl
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the bank, Some wsre (_!riven through the camp and pat to
flight cor horses and mules; of these two more were slain
near the tents. There was a general sceme of uproar and
cmfusion In the camp at the tims of this stampede as
there ¢an be no moroe farmidable locking savags than a
frightsned or deranged bull buffale bearing down on ycu,
and these seemsed to be dispessd to take shelter anong

the tents. In the meantime I had gone to the bluff, dis-
tant about thres miles, to bring home some of the besf

of the cme killed by Ellisca Jr., which I found to be a
most magnificent beast, with his head and neck covered
with the finest mana, so thick end deep that it was with
difficulty we could get to his neck tc sevor it from the
body. I do not belleve that a ball from an ordinary gun
wonld have punctured this coat and the thick underliying
skin, The party which had gone out In the morning had,
after a sharp ride, overtaken them but found that nons

of their steeds would approach the game, except the mare
of Thomas Ellison which, having been rashly driven upon
the horns of an old bull was 3o severely gored in the
heunch that she couid 'ii:n diffienlty geot back to camp,
and we fearsd she would dis. She eventually however got
well and cems through. Theodore Phillips snd Brother Sam
then ran this o0ld fellow to bay and he succumbed to a shot
from the hands of Brother, who brought in one of his quar-
ters as a treat for ua., These were all old bulls, as the

16,



cows did not tenture scross from the other side of the
river, After dinner we hitched up and contirmsd cm up
the Valley of the Platte. To ome who has seen this
stream 1t u‘easy‘ to understand where the old Misscuri
gets its bad complexion, ®8 it runs thrcugh a waste of
sand with & current of great rapidity, and of a remark-
@ble uniformity from benk to bank, and is £13led with
inmmsrable Islands, 1ittls and big. This whole country-
bluff, hill & bottom - is composed of loose sands which
the stream is constantly carrying away.

SUNDAY, JUHE S

Ls-'é progress up ths Platte we sre 'struck with the
2 wearisome monotany of the whole country and wers glad to
S @0 off a short diatance to the left to encamp In a singa-
ler place on Plum Creek. Our encampment looks more liks
: a walled city than any thing else. It 1s a cove of some
forty or mors acres of level ground through which the now
almost dry bed of this creek runs. It 13 surrounded by
& natural wall of sand so steep and compact that you can
cly enter it at one or two natural gatsways which ade

mitted cur wagoms., Here wa found a safficiency of wocd,
which iIs a great desiderstum nowadays,

= g - . 7 17.




JUHE 6-

Soon a.ftér leaving, we crosssd the ford of Plunm
Creek, ;t was at the crossing of this stream that ths
United States mail was destroyed with its guerd end cut-
riders by the Brule Sioux in the fall of 1854, for which
they were severely drubbed by Gen. Harney in the follow-
ing sumwer at "Ash Hollow". 'It;day at noon five siiffs
built at Denver City, at the mouth of Cherry Creek, in .
the Scuth Park, passed us, sach having two or thres men
in 1t, They told me that they had besn sbout two wesks
coming down and had laid by about four days-. On this
current I suppose they would make about fifty miles a
day, which would place Denver City about four mndred
and fifty miles west of us. The South fork of this
river comes out of tha-Smth Park, and is said to be
mach the larger of the two and mach the swifter. This
evening we passed what is called a hand cart, drssn by
two dutchmsen and containing a poor fellow who was a vie-
t.in of the Inflamatory Rheumatism, -Poor fellow! Ha
seemed to be a bad case, and here entirely without the
214 of medicine and judicious mursing. Howsver he woaid
socn reach Fort EKearney where he would be received at
the hospital, Camped_, and cooked supper with Bois de

' Vache.
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‘ JUNE 7
Pashed off up the Platte bottom. Day fine and rosad
good. After making a gocd day's march we camped néar a
mail station, whers I wrote and malled a letter to my
Father,

JUKE 8

Pushed off, Day hot and Sultry. Dust terrifiec,
Passed Cotton Wood Creek, found it anly a crick with
only a few stunted trees In it. Character of the ccun- .
try growing worse. Bottoms narrower end more broken,
Soms small cedar on the bluffs and the Trading pﬁat is
built of & good growth of it bré.-.ght from the hilis near
by.

- JUNE 9
Left camp after soms delay cansed by the necessity
of burning some of the young cattle's feet with hot
greasse and tar to cure the disease called "Foot Evil®,
which is esused, I think chiefly by traveling in the
md too mach., Found the bottcm nerrow and broken, end

the diuff higher &t one point than we had yot seen 1it,

Three of us visited the tep of cne of them and had a

 fine view of the valley of the Platte for many miles

East and West. 'This view was much more impressive then

19,




pleasing cn account of the air of boundless extent end
desolation which it presanted, Soma of cur rarty here

Sl b L A g

saw somd Indisns cn a neighboring eminence watching cur
motions very particulerly, bat I Buppoaé with no hostile
intenﬁion as they made no attack, The Indians have been
vory shy end we bave seen none of them since we left the
quiet Poltawatamles, Today was cool and 8lightly showery.
Road high and dry, and a long ways between drinks for the
poor cattle. Encamped after night fall on a slough of
indifferent water., Hight bright and besutiful. Had a
fine Serenade from a big wolf when an guard, but he did

.
4

not come mear our rounds. Bluffs are flattening dowm

-
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and the bottoms extending againm, but still growing less
and less valuable on account of extroms aterility.

_ JUEE 10
After a drive of about five miles we reached the
Juncticn of the two branches of this river. Contimmed
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about five miles up ths South Fork and stopped to noom,
Here we wore visited by the distinguishsd war chief of

the Ogalla Sicux, Red Plume, & fine large and well formed
man of the true eagle-beaked and warlike contour of face;
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qf mich dignity of mien and friendly address, but no
Heopolitsn lazarone could bs a more inveterate or askill-
ful beggar. Understanding that each wagr.m‘ comprised a
family, he suggested very insinuatingly that if each
wagon would give him Something that what he might re-
celve would come lightly of all, He had papers which he
reqnirad-ono to examine from an Indian Agent named Bliss,
and others which gave him a high character as cne great
in war and council and as having rendersd great service
to Gen. Harnmey in obtaining from the Brule Sicux some
persons who had besn engaged in the Plum Creek massacraj
alsp in effecting the final treaty with the whols Sioux
pation in 1855 and that he had always been the "friend
of the White Mem®, Hs was so mich pleased with Molly's
liberality to him that he proposed to Swap me a squaw
for her, but she objected and it was "no swap®, This
south branch of ths Platte is an extraordinary looking
stream, by no means. inviting in its appearance. Ths
bluff here 1s on the North side and 1s as destitute of
even a bush as the orater of a volcano. The bottom on
hs South side 1s wide and cilothed with a sparce crop of
grass, but badly cut up with sloughs, £illed with polson-
ous waters, and of a general elevation of from two to

three feet above the plane of water in the river. The

2l.
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river is ebout & mils in width, of a very dark mddy
look, and of a uniformlity of current from bank to bank,
It is of great rapidity, mera i3 not woced encugh here

within the whole scope of ocur visiom to make a fire in

a stove. The impression upon the mind is dreary end dis-
couraging in the extrems,

JUNE 11

'Day cool and fine. Progress very good over an ex-
cellent road which brings us to an early encampment
within eight or ten miles of ths ford over the Scuth
Fork of the Platte, FNo change in the character of the
river or country. All hands busy ettending to stock
and preparing for night. The bols dc vachs is our only
chance for fusl but it does very well, espsclally mixed
with a little brushwood or weeds. Ths chief objection
to 1ts use being the vast ameunt of ashes which it de-
posits, thereby choking up the stove and reducing the
heat of the firs.

SUNDAY, JUNE 12

-Tﬂis i1s & wara and very disagreeable day on acecount
of the wind being in the wrong direction which carried
the dust into the wagons and on the drivers, After a
drive of eight ,oi- ten miles we arrived at the ford of the
Platte, which 1s here about a mile wide, Generally mch

22,
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Ing's drive. Turning a little off the road we encamped
on & flat on ths Forth Fork of the Platte where it wecund

its "NOT slow lenght along" through these dark and scxbre -

hills covered with the stunted dark pines from which they
get thelr nams - Black Eills. The sighing pines and

dreary looking wastes meke me think of Ossisn, end@ cne

would conjecture, that i1t was acenery like this that
shaped the mournful mind end feeling hesrt of the Bard
of Korven. At least I am sure that dwelling here soma
time would make me melancholy mad if not poetical; and
see the "Poet's eye in fine frenszy rolling?, might
"glance from Heaven to Earth and from Eapth to Heawen®
again, and would see only objects of the sublims and
terrible, suggesting first such images as preponderated
in the imagination of the goo& and noble Ossien,

JUNE 27
After a drive of a few miles came to Horse Shoe
Creek, a name given it by some barbarisn White man,
Could not learn its Indian name, which would have besn,
no doubt, descriptive of 1ts real beauly., The mountain
psaks are lcoming vup across the lins of our Western

horizcen in goodly rumber end grandeur, but we have no

‘one to tell us their names. No doubt Plke?!s Peak is cne

of them, as I am told it can be seen from thls road, dis-
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tant sixty miles,

JUNE 28

_ ¥oved on over a pretty hill country with a very
fins road. Fo gams to be seen as the Indisns are too
mmercus and tske care to kesp it cut of the way of the
emigration. .After & drive of about fifteen miles we cams
to & most lovely cresk called Ia Bonte, bright beantiful
waters and fine fish., Here grass and fuel are Plenty.
Iast night we were visited by a rumber of wild rralrie
nrr;ora on their ponies who galloped unceremimsly-
Into camp and made themselves at home by consuming all
our "cold victuals". They left saying that after ome
sleep they would come to trade. 'The chief was a fine
locking mar and could talk English pretty well, but .
wanted to swap ponies for "Squa Bulls®,

JUNE 29
Laid here half the day. Moved after dinner. In
about three miles came to what 1s called Red Bank River,
a small stream running among sand hills as red as brick
dust. Country looks poor mnd desolate encugh to contein
gold mines, and unless 1t does contain soms wvaluable
motals it would seem to have been made in vain, for it

éertainly can never under present regnlations produce
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anything of walue in the vegetabls kdngdom, After e
drive of an ordinary length for a half day . cams to what
is called Spring branch, whers we spent the night wita
tolerable comxfort., Iast night Jgs. Ellison lost a bean-
tiful white bull of grest value. Cattle dying all sleng

‘the road, Hany thousand head are dropping off and traders

will lose heavily.

JUNE 30
Traveled all day over a rough and worthless country.
¥ade about eighteen miles which brought us to Box Elder
Creek, & vory fine streanm running down the western side
of the Black Hills and having some right good bottom
lands on it wpon whieh there is encugh of grass, and
plenty of the wood from which 1t takes 1its name.

JULY 1
Continued hore all day to recruit the éattla aftar
their drive over the Black Hills which they have now
nearly crossed. Here we got 'np a séin_e of gunny bags
and @@t scme fine fish which mads a very acceptable
ehange in car diet as we are beginning to be tired of

) 'h.og'.

JULY 2 7
After a drive of about three miles we came to the
Horth Platte River sgain where we complete ocur drive

36,
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end their erests in many places covered with anow, Its
elevation and conseguent coldness, together with the ex-
trems aridity that belongs to all this 8lope, have re-
duced it to what i3 80 common here, & desert of sand
covered with Sage brush end tha thorny grease wood,

SUHDAY, JULY 10

Forded the Sweetwator twlce today. Crass sligatly
improving as we go up, end water getting colder. Snow
in great ebundance on the mountains from which the
breezes 'com quite ecool and refreshing., Experienced
men tell us that this 1s the first season in their
imowledge that they have bsen unable to keep meat with-
out salt in this regicn, and that dew fell hers on the
8th instant for the first time in many years, This may
be due to the urusual quantity of .snor on the mountains,
Dead cattle thick and plenty all along here. Saw the
head of a mmntadn geat in the road, jJust cut off; but
have not tasted the flesh elther of that or the Big
Born, or mountain sheap.

JULY 11 _
Ead to cross & streteh of twenty miles today ';thout
water as we are crossing a bend of the river., Dry, cool

and fine, and road equal to & mach lmproved c¢ity avemus,
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Valley growlng narrowere. Grass and water improving as
we ascend toward the backbonse of the mountains, Cattls
ars many of them sors footed and badly used ups When
one gees what they have to endure there 1s no wonder
that some give cut. A war party of the Arapahoes passed
near us on &n expedition against the Utahs of the Salt
Iske Valley. They are under the command of g chief who
wa3 picked up when a child, abandoned on these naked
wastea by the celebrated gaide Fitzpatrick, and taken to
St. Louls where he is said to have been educatad and
brought up to the trade of a tanner, at which he worked
2 while, but becoming dissatisfied with his position
among white men, returned to his peopls and has bscome
thelr principls war chief. A man namsd Enight, who
travels with us told me thaf;ha had a long talk with
Priday, as he was cal'lef;l, after the day of the week in
shich he was found, nnd that he allged as a reason for

- returning to the 1ife of a savage the fact that the

wvhites would not treat him as an equal, that no white

. Woman worth having would marry him, but here I am a

Chief end a man of ConsSequencs,

JULY 12
After a half day's drive we stopped on the bank of
Sweetwater about twenty-five miles east of the South

43.
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Pass. There we will leave Nebrasks and go into the Stata
of Oregon, I have not seen a 8ingle sguare mile of the
Hebraska country which I t:mld think a desirablo Property,
even if 1t were located east in the aettlemnts. It is
virtually a dessort waste of sterils 8ands, indifferant
waters end sparse grasses, Hare wa have found soms wild
goose berries, which ars very fine ﬁnd vhen cooked eat
quite pleasantly,

JULY 13
After a drive of soms miles came to Strawberry

Creek, on the banks of which wa saw snow in lerge quan~
tities. This is a sterile reglon of rocks and sand,
The mow Arift 1s about six fest desp, but 1s gradually
melting away, The wators of this. creek are, of course,
cold and sweet - and full of fine trout. We went on
further a.nd‘cnca:npod on a smill run vhere we passsd the
night comfortably, The Wind River range of mountains
in plain view, covered with snow from tqp to foot,
Looks from here 1ike a white wall in the Heavens,

JULY 14
Started for the Scuth Pass. After a drive of two
or three miles crossed the Sweetwater for the last tims,
It 13 here a bold clear creek coming down from the north

44,

T A . b e b e 1

P PRSI B

. ‘i.

i
i
13
i
;
|
i
i

S




S ok b e

side of the Pass and cut of the Wing River Rangs., Thg
ascant tharough this famous Pass 1s 8o gradual that it
takes close observation to tell whan you eease to go up
and begin to go domn. This arises in part from ths
gradusl and equal ascent, and in part from the saperior _. L
excellence of the road. The dascent is anly a 1ittle | ]
more rapld as far as I have gene, which is to the pa- :
elfic Springs on the westorn slope, about four miles. A !
¥ater cold and clear, but salpimrous.

This morning, for the first time, we have the sun
rising on us ovsrl the crest of the great Rocky Mountain
chain, and gradnally diffusing warmth through the joints e
of this stiffened atmosphere. Started for Little Sandy '
Creek, and after a drive of about thirty.miles - pro- .

JUIY 15 ' }
|

tractsd into the night = we reachsd: 1t, Tals is a [ . 3
beautiful stream running down from ths south west facs

of the ¥Wind River Mountains » through a most desclate
eountry, covered with red ssnd, greasewood and sage brush,
B3 gexs hors 53i5pt & fow sage hens, a spiendid cock bird
of which species was shot by Joe Smith. It 1s as large

a3 a well grown turkey snd nearly as beautiful as a

golden pheasant,
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JULY 16
¥arched over slx milss to Big Sandy Creek and ene

cazped to allow the cattle to get something to eat if
they can find it, as this whole couniry is to all in-
tents and parposss a desort waste, Where we are en=-
eamped we are exposed to every wind that blows, snd have
i ’ to eat sand,; breath sand, and sleep in the szend.

SURDAY, JULY 17
Still going dowm EBig Sandy. Find nothing sgree=-
able hers. All is desolation and death, The poor:
cattle are literally starving. BMany dle, I -1:\011973 as
mch from exhanstion as disease.

JULY 18
Started for the Xormon Fez'r-y over Green River,
which we reached about ﬁoon, and crossed sll safe. Here
we parted with the Ellisons, as they prefer to go by the

Fort Hall and Sublette cut-off route, end we the Salt
1 Iske City road. Moved down the river about seven miles.
At the trading post at }Middle Perry met an old Kansas

Sl W it

;'&

‘% semsintanas mamed Ashien; originelly frem Kentucky, bat i

. for some tims & Border Ruffien in Kansas. He appears to i
? have dons well, end I hope he has, as nothing Jess than :
% |

 an ample fortune would compensate a man of mind and man-
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pers for a year's residence here, Here I got & copy of
the "VALLEY TAN™ newspaper published at Salt Iake City,
Eo news of importanca in 1t,

JULY 19
Crossed the divide between the waters of Black's
Fork and those of Green Rlver. Country very little im-
moved, Distance fifteen miles. This is a singulsr
locking stream, and Indeed would deserve the nams of
Mimnesota from the milky colour of 1ts waters. We are
now about one lindred and forty miles from the Mormon

City.

JULY 20
After staying in camp half the day to recruit stock
and shoe oxen, we crossed over to another point on this
siream, About two miles further crossed ova.r Ham's
Fork, a clearer and better looking stream than Blackis.
Here we got two pounds of very good btutter, made at
Salt Ieke City.

JULY 21
After a long and wéax-y marﬁh, protracted until late
ints the night (uatil two o'eclock AJM. of the 22nd) over
& country not worth & cent a square mile we campsd in a
Pretty little mountain meadow near Fort Bridger.
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JULY 22

Contimued here half the day to rest the eattlo af-
ter our long drive of yestorday. In the evaning we
passed Fort Bridgar. This 18 now the propsrty of the
general governmant, by whom it vas recently purchased
of the old propristor after whom it was nansd, It is
pleasantly eitaated on & mountain meadgw Islarnd in ths
head streams of Black's Fork, and surrcunded by momme-
tains .capped with snow, We campsd just west of 1t.

JULY 23

Left our camp and procoedsd to clizh the eastsrn
edge of the basin of Salt Iake. Found the road good,
leading through yreﬁ;‘y 'falley_s with pleasant green
hills on which the grass is beginning to bs plemty-md
good. Our other necsssities of wood end water are mach
plentier end better than they have been since we left
Esnsas, ﬁesa mountain velleys are quite fertile look-
ing. If they would not produce well it would certainly
be the fault of the climate, which ia no @cubt arid and
c0ld, Passed a man who had brought a drove of cattle
In by way of the Smoky Hill Fork of Kansas and Denver
City. They locked well, but he had lost heavily by somo

Polsonous weed,




SUHDAY, JULY 24

 Mede ebout twenty miles "into the bowels of Salt
Teke Basin®, and mist be allowed to admit that we have
never scen & mora beautiful hill o> zountain comiry,
Rich little valleya,gresn hills and bright ranning
streams give 1t & charming eppearancs, Crly trees are
wanting to complste thse picture., In abcut ten miles
of cur starting point we reached the Scuth Fork of
Bear River, which flows into 8alt leke., It 13 a fine
clear strong stream and filled with fine fish, Hsre
w6 obtained from a Mormon trader- some ®Valley Tan®
cheese, but it was not good, 1llke most everything Mor-
mone They call all homs manufactured things ®Valicy
Tn®, hence the nams, We ars now mm in a bemmti-
ful mountain valley. Goecd grass and water., Everything
agreeable but the mosquitoes, which are the largest end

fiercest I have ever seen.

JULY 25
After delaying until noon to shoe some cattle, we
traveled ebcut twelve miles to Echo Canan, which we
reached through the prettiest little valley that one
¢culd desire to see. The point at which we are now en=
camped is one of singnlar besuty, being & deep angle,
or rather two of them eutting each other at right .angles,

49,




and enclosed by fresh green hills, which lock 1ile they
bad just left the mint, or &3 if they bad just heard the
fiat "A11 is good". Here we find the finest wild cur-
rants, which malte us an excellent ple., Uo wers over-
taken by three Mormmsa traveling in a vagem from Fort
Bridger to Salt Iake City. A very unlilely looking set
of scoundrels, ocne of them a Nexican Hongrel pamed
George, who said he did not beliove Mormen doctrins,

tut like MORMON WAYS,

JULY 26
Contimed down Echo Cancn. On the »ight side go-
ing down we have the wall rising to & great heigth and

throm into verions shapes like great buildings of brick, .
which they resexble also in colouzr, as they ars a spaciles

of red gravel like grouted walls., Right here we found
the remains of the ridicalcus proparations which the Mor-
mon General Wells made to chack the edvance of General
Jommston, U, S. A. They would really glve enyon® & poor
opinion of the intellect of the Mormon leaders if he
could belisve that they were in esrmest, but this no ome
bolieves, but on ths cc«ntrary that it was s russ oo thelir
rart to inveigle Uncle &me’ into s Iavish expanditare
of his phlethoric purse, in which they have been succeas-
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ful to their utmost wishes, BErighew Young is by comon
consent & ghrewd long headed men, end kmew that 1t
wonld slways be possible to pu.-e.vent 2 collision batwsen
his ragarmuffins and the U, S, A., by a ticoly enbmission,
- and in the meantime that ha would enlargs his tonseguence
scong his people, and his faws In the gentile vorld, and
also by thms enlarging government expendifure here hs
would have his starving lm.ndreds fed. Ny old sceuain-
tanes, William Rogers of Va., told mo that he thinks
hat if the war had not been commenced by the U, S,
for three months longer that the grasshoppers would
have clesned cut the lormons. After passing sleng
the Canon (prencunced Kanyon) we debouchad .up the ravine
of Weber River at a Trading post kept by a vile old Mor-
men scoundrel. Hare the Mexican Gecrge, previcasiy men-
ticned was murdered by his Hormon fellow travelers a few
mimtes after we passed for his mnnay". Sam and I had
lon; talk with George when we passed. He was a low
browed evil locking mongrel with a jaw 1ike a wild boer,
end wo thought from what we saw of him that some cne’
=uld 1ovs Lo sbioot him, &5 e appearsd very msolmt o
Sore men in cur presence, but we did not expact to hear
of his death s0 soon., Ho had sbout three Iundred dollars,
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JULY 27

Went up a beautiful 1little valley for scms miles
and down another as far throngh beemtiful green hills,
overtopped with snow capped 'mdntains. Vs arrived at
Bush Fork of Weber River which flows aleong the bass of
the vulgarly named "Big Mountain®, from the top of which,
men 8aYy, WO will see the valley of Salt Iake City. We
rqund the road excesaively bad, but the ereek itsolf is
very beautiful, and has been in times past the favorite
home of the beaver, many remains of whose skill epd |
industry are still to be seen. We passed cne dam which
seemsd to be still doing cGuty, but its constructor was
gcne, a prey to the rapsecity of man, HNear this ws en-
camped and did pretty well,

JULY 28 _

Found the road bad on the Creok and much worse when
we turned to the right to ascerd Big Mountain, Through
a rugged canon at the month of which we found soms more
"baby houses™, which the Mormons dignified with the name
of "Pield works". After proceeding up this about four
miles we came to the top of Elg Mountain. Here we had
the finest view of mountain and valley which the Unicn
affords - at least the brightest plcture. It ressmbles
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a great dish of xany miles in dismoter in the bottom of
ghich we could see the valley swcennd thg "Holy City®, end
others of leas slze, end ths fresh green hiils inter-
spersed, eround which rem, overtopping ell, ths grand
rin or edge formed by snow cappsd mountains, The tout
enssrble was very fﬁae. After a drive of tem riles

down the mountains of vory rapid but not dangercus de-
scent, and through a canon lined with flovors end Juns
berries, we emcampsd within ten miles of the "Eoly City®
of ®Ths Iatter Day Saints of the Ckmrch of Josus Christ®,
as the vagabonds very modestly styls theuselves » &8 if
they were the only true Ckurch., Cne might think, if
Christianity has indeed culminated in them that Christ
bad died in vain so far as Imwan judgemsnt ean go. FWo
cacped near the ranch of & Mormon, who has an irrigated
garden and soms cther patches, in cultivaticn. He doss
not seem to be a man of eny note 28 he has cnly one wifa.
‘Bere the messure of a man's consequence 1s the mumber of .

his wives,

JULY 29
Started for ths "Holy City®". After a drive of doms
bours we debouched from the ravine upon the plain and
the Escca of the ¥ormons came to view. From this Birds
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Eye view 1t loomed up through ths mivage of the Plains
with but HMttle more dignity of appearanse thon a

Prairie dog tomm. This arises from ths mirage in part,
from the poor character of 1ts building in part, end from
1ts necessarily low positian, for the essential Pirpose
of securing irrigation, which 1s here the real %sins qua
nn®. It is irrigated throughcut. Protty 1ittle streams

'or cold clear water run on each sids of each street., It

is certainly & unigue place to say the least of it, but
they 1njure their best buildings by ths real or fancled
neceasity of emclosing them all by soabrs walls of gravel
and sand which destroy all ths effects of their architec-

 tare. We arrived here about eleven o’clock 4.M,, but only

stayed & few hours to purchase some necessary supplies,
apd pushed cnj; nor did a lenger stay seem desirable from
the character of populatica which we saw thers, The gen-
tiles whom we saw here bear down on the sdministratiom
at Washington tremendously on account of its Mormofi pol-

. 1cy, and swear roundly that that community is worss now.

than it was before the government declared war on it;

Sut it may be thai this ia the policy which wiil over—
coms them best at last, as a Sterner cns would raise

the cry of persecuticn and greatly Increase these already
too mimercus fools and scoundrels. After buying s few
things we started on. In & few miles we came to the
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Warm Springs, where bathing booths or shanties are erected,
and three miles beyond that the Hot Springs the water of
which 18 hot encugh to cook an egg. It is salty end smslls
dreadful, Near this we camped ema hired pasture of a
¥ormon named lioore; Originally.a Yankeo, a talimiive and
igrorant fanatic with whom we had scma conversation about
the -Hountain ¥eadow Massacre end other Horzmen affairs,

He undertook & very zealous defence of Brigham Young
against the Mountain WMescdow affair end other charges;

but after much injuﬁicious talk he left the impression
vory distinct uwpen =y mind that the Eassacre was a Hormon
Job. He was not more happy in defending the Mormons
againat the charge of treason against the United States,
even pretending to justify them by asgserting that cur
governmaent had uniformly been disposed to tyranize over

the Eormons, until Joe.cams, after listening to 2 great
dezl of his 'talk, and drawing him cut on varicus sub-
Jects, Spiritual, wifery &c., I left thoronghly convinced
thz_lt he was a precious scoundrel and ettached to the

eost infamous system of things which now exists on the

JULY 30
After remaining here half the day to recruit and shoe
cattle we moved on, taking the road on the north side of
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the Lake, which we could see off on cur left. Found the
road very good but a little hard en the tendep feot of

our cattle leading through the midst of the Mormon settle=~
monts. After a drive of some eight miles we éncamped Just
off the north shore of the Lake on tolsrable gress and
water. Today we passed the two thrifty villages of
Centerville and Farmington, which are very pleasantly
situated on the plain at the foot of the mountain ridge
which bounds the valley on thils side and is well watered,

SUNDAY, JULY 31
Eoved on up the north side of the Lake which lies
off broad and large aa ocur left as we roll aleng through

the midst of the little irrigated farams of the Mormons.

The Lake 1s now very low as we cen see the salt marshes
have encroached upon it & great ways all arcund. Upon
many hard places of which wo can see the white salt ly-
ing thickly encrusted. When full it is said to be

about one mndred and eighty miles arcund, and 1s filled

 with mountain Islands, After getting about forty miles

West of the city, we came to Weber River agaln, Just
above where it empties into G, S. Iake, There it is a
fine streng creek, on which the Mormons have constructed
8ome valuable mills. .We camped and had a fine rain, a

rare occurance here.
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AJGUST 1

After 2 drive of soms miles came to the town of
Ogdsn on & Creek of the same namo, which we found a
pleasantly situated place of soms thres thousand ine
habltents it is said, tut I do not bslieve it as there
ars not hﬁusaé encugh to contain that pomlation even
considering thei:r.- styls of domestic arrangsmsnts, It
is acinﬂ.rably situsted for purposes of irrigation end
seems to be an wimmsually thrifty town. We went on and
encamped, waore we had the bLad iuck to lose cur old off
wheel ox, a noble old fellow that hed done good service
on the tramp. On this Jjournoy we get to have a moral
Interest in our animals and we all feel as if we had lost
& relation in "0ld Eroad®, '

AUGUST 2

This morning, which is hot and sultry we passed the
Bot Salt Springs. Found several strong fountains of
clear, hot and very salt water flowing from the foot of
a hill of gray sandstons over scms red sand, just on a
lovel with the SALT HMARSHES which border the Iske. 4n
unfortunate frog had misssd his leap and was lying
"done brown® on one of the fountains, Soon afterwards -
we came to ths Mormon village, or, as they term 1t, dis-
trict of Box Elder, as under their theocratic form of
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government they have thelr Church jurisdiction divided
into districts, over each of which thers 1s placed a
Bishop, who 13 both a temporal and spiritual magistrate
over his people in that District. The Bishop here, as
everywhere else ws found to be a pestiferous Yankee,

His name was Nicholis, We did not get to see him, as he
had gone to Salt Lake City to see tha Governor to place
in his hands soms daguerrsotypes and other evidences of
the fact that the Indians had cut off a train of emi-
grants named Sheppard on Kyer's cut off just north of
this about a day's drive, These relics wers obtainsd
from Qome Indians who were hers yesterday openly boasting
of their deeds of blocd and rapine. The Yormon settlers
here are nearly all a recent lmportatim of Welsh, very
ignorant of course, and just such maberial as these d-d

Yankes Priests can mould to thelr wills,

AUGUST 3
After & drive of about fifteen miles arrived at
Great Bear River again just above whers 1t empties it-
8elf into the Great Lake, We could not pass the ferry
this evening and had to encamp on the east side of the
Biveér and walt until morning, And here we mist be al=

lowed to measure the mosquitoas by the acre, as 1t would
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be trouhleécma to glve anyone an ides of their extent by
any other mode. The valley of the River hers is nothing
better than an Artemishian desert, and although beauti-~
fully shaped end surrcunded by glorious locking mountains,
is on account of 1ts sterility a very undesirable looking
reating place. Hors was the Mormon Settlements on this
road. Having traversed them I hsve more hope of Y¥ormone
dom than I bhed before I saw it. They are certalnly very
industrious, and thelr occupations are those of rural
1lifs generaily, I’which are parifying and elevating in
their tendencies., This, togsther with constant contact
with the democratic mind of this country must eventually
elavate them above their monstrous delusions. I maan ,

of course, the honest mass, for I regard their Priests,
who over all nearly Americans, 83 unhallowed scoundiels.
For them I have ne-ithar bopes nor fears. Trains are said
to be rendezvousing shead to protect themselves against
the Indians 'ho'cu.t off Shepherd's traln and others wse
have not learned the name of. ‘i'a will of courss join
such an orgenizatian and do what men should in defence

ol iiie and proparty.

AUGUST 4
This morning crossed Bear River at the FPerry, which
13 about twelve miles from where it empties Into the Lake.
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It 1s here & deep and sluggish stroan. After crossing we
started for & spring nino miles off. In thrss =155
crossed a deop and narrcw creek called the ¥olad, ori- :

ginally no doudt "ial Esu®, as its waters are too bad

[r—

for man or beast. We rondesvoued at the Spring, and
found that we hed twenty-seven wagems and about fifty
man gble to boear arms. Indians reported very bad on
the Hamboldt., Thsey ars said to bs under the control
of the Mormons, &s bellsved, but at any rate, whits

scoundrels. The most deadly prejudice exists in the
gentiles mind against the Hormons, and it would be en

i ot

1
|
easy matter to recruit a force here to Bub them ont. 2 i i
And indeed thers is cause for this cpinicen, or preju— ( i f
dice of the emigrants. I saw encugh among them to con- i
vince me that the Indians of this vhole reglon regard
the emigrants as the enemies of the Mormans, or they
®suld never coms into a Hormon settlement to exhibit
‘the scalps and plunder which they had taken., We re-
=ined at the Spring all night as 1t was too far to
the next drink, We have a long and weary drive before

W5 Lomorrow,

aAUGUST 5
Started before day to make a good day's drive of
it. After driving until 4 o'clock P.¥., we arrived at
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tne Blus Springs. Strong fm.mtainé of warm brackish
water in a desert place., After waiting te let such
cattle a3 would drink do So, we pushed on, and aftep
a drive protracted late into the night we arrived at
Hensell's Spring, located in a mountain gorge surrounded
by tractless wastes of sand. This fountain is strong and
sweot and most gratefully acceptable to wayfarers on
this journey. Eere we went supperloss to bed and to
sleep away our weariness, It 1s an exceedingly unprof-
itable looking sort of country along here and I have no
desire to "take a claim.”
AUGUST 6

Started to cross over te the crossing of Deep
Creek, dlstant six miles., When we arrived about noon-
day found a clear, bright stream of slightly brackish
vater, flowing rapidly between deep banks, from which
the stream gets its name, It runs through a desert
covered with Artemisia, or wild sage. After nooning,
we crossed and continued down stream to the Sink of
Deep Creek, where we arrived In good camping time,
msiing only twelve miles today. Here the Ureek rises
up to the level of the surrcunding plaln and spreads
itself over the land in such a way as to make it pro-
duce encugh grass to meet the wants of the emigrants.
Tis 1s the first of those streams which flow down froz
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the hills eand sink, which mark the distinctive chargeter
of vhat 18 called the Desert Easin,

SUHDAY, AUCUST 7

After & drive of about ten milss we aﬁlved et the
Pllot Springs, two lone springs in a desert place in
unich we found encugh of water to give cur poor cattle
a sufficlency to sustain 1ife. After nocning we pashed
on to the foot of a mountain takdng what is called a
%dry camp¥. Hore we found some bunch grass end will
make cut. In this desolate reglon very sp21) advan-
tages are acceptable. The mountains snd plains all
around us are as brown as & berry end scarcely promise
the means of support to man or beast, We are mow in the
Basin which 1s scmeotimes callsd Fremont's,

AUGUST 8
After a good drive we came to Stcney Creek about
noon, The cattle being t:l:fed and hingry we decided to
lay over until tomorrow., This is a beautifal ]i-ttle

stream of lce-cold water coming down from a low mountain

- Aw -
[T

in the midst of sandy plains, on the Top of which
snow lies in a large fleld a very short distsnce above
our elevetion; and j'.za't belew, it drinks In these thirsty

sands and disappesrs forever. FNature seems to have lost
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sight of her usual economy In pouring her treasures of
water into ths maw of these thirsty lands; tat if it

were not 30, no pan could psss thess intsruminable wastes,

AUGUST 9
%ent over to De Casure Creek twelve miles to noon

and afterwards continued cn six miles to tha upper cross-

ing of Lame Creek where we encamped for the night. Tis

is a large strong creek coming down from the mountains
covered with snow, which separate ths waters of this
systea of basins from those flowing into the Colunbia
River, to which latter system I belleve it belcngs.
This 1s 2 singnlar country and it is hard to tell what
its future will be. I do not think it can be any popu~
lms country ever, as it 1s destituts of the elexmemts
of wealth, unleas there should be mineral wealth, of

shich we see no evidence as yst.

AUGUST 10
After a drive of sbout five miles cams to the
junction of the Fort Hall end City Hoad, This place is
inown as the City of Rocks, rrom a colisciien of hnigs
conical rocks just here, which the imagination might
torture into a resemblance to a city, After passing
here we went on to camp on Goose Creok, twenty miles

furtaer on over a country of the most desolate appesr=
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ance possidble to concelve ofs In the course of this day's

trazp we crossed the Goose Cresk mountains, which are
found very steep gnd rough. The early exigrants had to
¢hain trees behind thelr wagons before descending, tut
wo were able to get down with the security of good lock=~
chains. Encamped on Gooss Cresk.

AUGUST 11

Contirmed on up Goosa Cresk about fiftsen miles
thirough & narrow and well grassed bottom on which our
stock is doing very well, This country is sterile and
worthless - an Artemesian waste. Alarming roperts of
the Indiens ahead, but they &rs probably all gas; tut
still the emigrants seem all wide awake and determined
to take care of themselves.

AUGUST 12 A
Passed over the head ridge of Goose Creek and into
the basin of ®Thousend Spring Valley", which we do not
find very well supplied with springs notwithstanding
its nare, Encamped on & sage dessrt on a dry cazp.

AUGUST 13
Leaving ‘camp we pushed on through vallsys clothed
with sand, sage and greasewcod, and possessing no
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peanties or advantagss that I could sse. Mads g good

dsy's zarch and encazpod on wns of the many little bot- .

tons of this Thousand Speing Valley. It is iwmpossible
to coavey an adequate idez of the dssolation that one
seas here and of tho constant signs of the sufferings
of the poor cattle of this and past emigrations., Pyra-
sids of bones attest everyvhere thelr lingering and

peinful deaths.

SUNDAY, AUGUST 14

Continued on up "Troussand Spring Valley". Find
tat little Improvement in the water or grass. Passed
a spring of boiling water., Fountain very large and
sitnated in the wery midst of the bottom surrounded
by poisonoas looking sloughs. We are now In the
Southern part of the State of Oregon. She need never
be Jealous of her rights of soll, as there never can
be any POIl.tllatinn here, within any reasonable probabil-
ity. '

AUGUST 15
After a long drive up ~mousand Spring vailsy" =
stopped to noon in & ratasr good looking plece of bottem
lard covered with wild wheat. This very mach reembles
the caltivated wheat in both stalk snd blade, but the
grain 1s chaffy, Here our pet Antelope ate something

Polsonous, or fell sick from some other cause and died
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after 8 few hours in spite of cur efforts eng mch to
our grief, as he had been with us for ebout rins hn-
dred miles of travel, sharing as it were cur beds and
bou;d- Ho was very beautiful and very sslf-willed and
mschievous and kept us constantly am;aed by his little
antics ebout the camp, He had thriven so well that we
confidently expected to talke him ‘ti::rml,gh, but we left
poor 1ittle Bill on the road.

AUGUS3T 16

Pushed on across the head branches of the Humholdt
over a country having but 1little good water, mch bad
and pobr grasses, and passed through & canon of six
ailes In- length where we found a Hot Spring pouring
out an enormoms volume of hot water. The road through
here was prodiciously rough. It was barely passable,
with care, to get through. After a drive of a few
miles further we came to the first crossing of the
min Bumboldt River, which we struck and camped in
good time, We have to go down this stream somswhere
above three humndred miles, and it i1s by common repata-

tien the worst part of cur route.

AGGUST 17
Started early dowm ths main fork of the Humboldt.
After a drive of scme hours stopped to moon in a bottom
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of good grasSe Indeed, so far as we have gone down the
ravine of this rlver, we are most agréaab].y disappointed
in 1ts appearance end means of coxmfort, as the grass,
vater and fuel are all batter than we have previcasly
pad, The stream is well stocksd with fish and soms of
the boys are catching ths:ﬁ. Irmediately ocut of ths
viclnity of the river the sand and sage still acccmpeny
us. The snow capped tops of the Humboldt Range i1s on
oar left bounding the valley in an iron wall.

AUGUST 18
Contimed on down the Humboldt Valley. Arrived at
the mouth of & rouzh canon through which the stream
passas, but we could not, end were cobliged to take the
hills, Here this stream receives another fork on the
west side of polsonous looking water. ¥e czn see the
bed and bars of the river overlaid with the white salt
the people call alksli, and the constant imbibation of
wiich canses so mach destruction among ‘the cattle, &
203t melancholy evidence of which is to be seen all
almg the road, and is so offensive that people of dell-
eats nasal organization ere made sick. After 2 geed
day's dr1vs ws camped on the river.
AUGUST 19
St111 down the Humboldt, finding grass and wator
2ll the way. Made s tramp of about fifteen miles.
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taing still show sSome muow, bui ave gradnally Eroﬂng

lower s we descend the river,

AUGUST 20

Started early 68 we had a long canon before us, Pound

the road, and tne crossings of tha stream very good. Saw
T ﬁ.rs!-: Digger. Indien. He is best described as a Tdirty
beast®., Certainly he was more bozst thon man In his ap-
petits and habits. The country is becoming more end more
warthy of its repatation as we descend.

| SUNDAY, AUGUST.21

I.éft the Hm.‘bolé.t end struck across the hills for a
distance of twenty miles, over high ridgss of rough hills
and sterile sand plains, end down cancns which actually
strargled the cattle with their heat and dust until the
poor creatures were unable to clsan the mud from thelr
lolled-out tongues. We arrived at the Humboldt egain and
after a weary all day's march and into the night encamped
on the bank of the river, weary end disgusted. Went sap-
parle#s to bed‘. The feslings of a man are sorely tried
@ @15 route by the safferings of nis poor sivsk, aad
bis falth and fortitude are pat to the proof ccnstantly.
ty his 11ability to his entire motlve power. We are mow
8t "ravelly Ford”, two hundred and twenty miles from the

desert,
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AUGUST 22
Went down the river & few miles end 12id over cn
potty good grass and water to recruit ocur stock after
thelr long end suffering march of yestsrday. River is

becoming deeper and the sloughs more rumsrcus and dengep- -

ous to stocke Indesd it is now elmost impossible to
avold letting t.hem_ have btad water. The mountains ere

- muoning down into mere rldges, and no =now is to be

seen anywhere; sand plsins are widening ocut, and the
river bottoms becoming narrowsr and narrower, until I
sappose they will run out to nothing, leaving a diriy,
poiscnous stream running through sterile sands. Por-
tmately the weather 1s not oppressively bhot in the
day time, there belng always somd broeze to modify the
beat,

AUGUST 23

Started early and had to cross en ugly sand ridge
Mately which distresses cur cattle so mich, 014
Bumboldt looks worse and worse, sloughs more and more
Hlling locking, gress end water depreciating in quen-
tity and quality and exhibiting more end more of those
vegitable and mineral poiscns which kill so mach catile.
Narched about thirty miles today end until late at night,
before we could get a reascnably safe place to camp on
the Enmboldt, and here we have overtsken our old frierds
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the Ell1sons, whom we parted from at Green River,
stsnd that they are suffering mich from siclmess but havs
ot yot seen them. Camped and supped on "cold victuals,"

AUGUST 24
Going down the Bumboldt. Find water, wood and grass

~ getting rapidly worse. We now end then sse a Digger In-

dlan, If you can imagine a specimen of e man just above
an animal you will have a picture of & digger; and then
eonjure up a country which cught to produce and furnish
a habltation to such & man as the above digger, and you
have this region before you., Truly there 1s a most won-
derful resemblance ‘batween. this country and its inhabi-
tants, the Diggers. -

AUGUST 25

We camped about fifteen or twenty miles of the Fah
Utah, or, as they are called, the Pi Utes. They visited
us and wanted to trade fish, ducks, &c. for old clothes
ard "gold victuals®, Soms few of them had arme; guns,
& bows and arrows, tut generally they seemed to be too
wur even to nave weapons to defend themsslvas
¥ wore iind to them and they came ebout our fires to
°at vhatever offal they could pick, and to prepare thelr

om f£ish and ducks for use, which was done In 2 truly
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wrbarian style: they not thinking 1t mocsssary to roe
wve the scales from the fish, cnly in part the feathops
from the birds, or the _entraila from elther, Just mt-
tirg them on the fire end eating them as soon as they
gre turnt & 1ittle. Truly thay are dirly beasts, and

the missionaries are not easlly discouraged,

AUGUST 26
We are now all pushing ehesd to reach the dessrt as
gcon a3 possible as we are enxicus to got soms vegotable
food ﬁa soon a3 we can to improve the hsalth of many of
29 vho have been unwell. OCur faxmily are, howaver, as
wll as could be desired. Our old friends the Elliscns
ere just shesd of us, They have had, and still are hav-

‘Ing & great deal of siclkmess smong them. Ellison's

father has been long sick, end if there is not a favor-
sble changs, will not make the passage I fear. The
gr2ss and water are both getting worse end worse, and
the valley of the River 1s becoming a mere ravine ina
sind desert,

AUGUST 27 _

No change except a graduel cns of depreciation in

e grass and water, and a larger exhibition of these
Elneral and vegetable polscns which are so destructlve
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to stock. The Mountain Thierssey has broken ecut again the
mles end horses, and many of the finest enirals are gy-
ing, I saw ecne or two very tad casss cuoved by blecding
the animl freely end burning the swelling with a hot
iron. The remedy was very sovere btat it wos effectual,
%o are now driving at ths rats of abont twenty miles e,
day, vhich we desire to keep up until ws pass the Dasert

and escape from these polsmons wastes,

SUNDAY, AUGUST 28
Proceeded about twenty miles., Fird no change worth
recording. Now sbout one hundred miles from the Sink of
the Hurboldt, which is the place where this Stream loses
itself In the sands of Carscn Desert. Wo are now with
the Ellisons, who are still suffering mich sickness, but

no deaths yet,

AUGUST 29
Moved two miles todey end camped to rest the steck.
bafore going on & reach of sbout twenty miles across &
great bend in the River. No grass or water on this
reach, The Humboldt gets worse and worse, and becesss

Peally what The Humboldt 1s celled "The River of Death.

AUGUST 30
Contirued on down the Eumboldt, It 1s becoming
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"
gorse and worse end is lattorly “clothed with terrors®,

Deep dust, burning sands, greasewood, sags brush, sand
f11es ard poiscned waters make up the sum of 1ts aboxmin-
stims. Ho pen of mine could do justice to its desolate
gppogrance or depressing influence upon the mind,

AUGUST 31

Stili dowmn the River, snd all the horrors emmsrated
shove are gradually culminating as we apoprosch the Dasert,
row soms fifty miles ahead. It 1s one thing all the time

erd it 1s impossible to melke anything of interest In a
deseription of it.

SEPTEMBER 1

¥ade & long and weary march protracted into the
night. Encamped in a slough nesr & trading post, where
% r=de a cozfortable night. Here we were obliged to
%1l ane of cur oxen for about thirteen dollars, which
bad cost thirty-three, He had fallen leme at the last
eossing of EBear River, and after an Infinite amount of
trosble to Brother Sam in getting him alemg this far,

=amnand oF

# wore obliged to leave him. Tnis is s 33%
™ have left on the road, We still have seven head and

Bope to get encugh of them through to pull us.
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SEPTEMRER 2

Continued on dom the Eoxholdt,  The desclation
rather darkens then grows lighter. The river has en-
tirely sank into & narrow and doop bed end the bottors
sre e11 burned Into sand plains. Among tho other posta
trat wo moot hers 1s a speciles of wingsd smt, which, al-
though it does not bits, i3 very amnoying by fiying over
yu and all about you. Indesd dust and insects, bad
52118 and bad drinks are among our dally coxzforts. We
vill get to the Sink tomorrow 1T we have Dick.

SEPTEXBER 3 ;

Socn after starting we arrived at the hesd of Hnm-
bldt Iske, a pretty little lake of about two miles leng
by four in width formed by the widening out of the river
at this point, Its Eastern bank is covered with shale,'
or slate, and its Western -sida is a brom sterile moun-
tain, Between ths bank on the Eastern slde and another
trom mountain there is just room encugh to pass over
t sideling and rough road. We travelled down the bank
of this point at whieh it pours 1tself into the sands

2d thers nooned. After noon we moved over to the irad-

ing post at the Sink proper, where we jajd over e 8
tlugh, and d1d the best we conld which was bad enoaghs
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SUBDAY, TEMEER 4
Toiay we undsriook the Carson Desert, abeut ferty
o3 acTosse After driving ebout ten mllss over a desse
1ute waste coversd with a crast of salt and eand dottied
o t;-;ickrtith the plles of bonos of anlmals 1:ft bee
wod by this end the pravioas szigrations, wo arrived sl

s simgh of the last remsins of Harboldt River, shich

"polls dreadfully, and through wvhich wo were oblized to

grive the stock with grest rﬁ;zi:‘iit‘y to prevent them from
grinking, if r:oési‘bla, 88 1% =013 b2 gore dasth o any
@ that 312, Passing this we contimued cn over the

sams sort of road for about thirtesn miles to & place
there there are some shallow walls of very brackizh

mtar, ﬁaée wells srs only about eight feab dosp and

18 many in dlameter, and cne of tham 13 So censtructed
tat you can walk domn to the water. EHere we watered cur
borses and work cattle ot the charge of a bita haad, end
drew ths water carsslves. Ths loose cattls setup e

ireadfu) lamentation when they found they were mot to got

uy. ¥ left here just after night and started to =ie

e rezaining seventeen miles, ten or Twsivs &
vory deep sand, end most painful toil to the cattle. ALl
bards, women and children, walking, we got 0ver Jus

fajbreak on the Sth to tha famous city of Ragtows,
stination as the

t at

and
%r appearance s well becsme ocur de
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place doss its nams. This was a “..‘oréan Statien of nc.zta
1 the days of the rush to the gold minss, bat it has
gscayed untll there iz only 8 poor tavern and 8 worse
stere left. It is sltuated on ths benk of Carsca River
at the point at uhich the road strikes it, eighly milss
froa Carson Valley IToDste ¥y impressicn is that this
iole desert was once & lake 1ike Salt Iske near tha
®ity? is now, end that i1t kas beeon dried up, 23 I be-
Heve, the other will yot. FHurboldd River cn the Fast,
oA the Carsen, Walker and Truckee cn the West all pour
thelr waters in here, end no doubt did cnce Into 2 shale
lov 1ake as at Salt Iake now, Its extent was eboat ths
same and conformation also, each about one undred and

sizhty miles in circuzference.

SEPTEMEER 5
After brealkfasting end resting a few hours we [ro-
tseded up the Carson River to munt a better supply of
gass and water. The ravine of this river is of con=
sldersble breadth, but is ell a sand desert except the

imediate tanks, where there is a limited supply of
' " Wa encanped 88

as 1% was ebso~

Plenty of

Fass and water - very good and sweel.
%o as we could find a sultable place,
Itely necessary to rest the worn cut cattles
%o here, snd 1t 1s quite cheering to got under e

®ado of & tree cnce more. The man wio Das pade this
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trip domn Farboldt end over Cargen Desert i3 the cnly one
o can eppreciate the true beauty of e tres,

SEPTEMEER 6

Contimied on up the Carsen Biver, TFo lnprovemant

" in the grass, but wood end water veory alundant and good.

cattle still dying vory fast from the effects of the
poison eaten snd irbibed on the Eurboldl, Weathsr grow-
ing ccoler as wo ascend tovards the Slerra Hevada, vhich
e will reach in a few days if wa have Inck, Ko pen can
do justice to the impression made upen ths mind of the
sojourner in these wastes, The man who weuld be gble

to pass through hers and not be somotimss cross and
gloomy would be a most admirably constitated one; feou

indsed atand the orde=l.

SEPTZMEER 7
Stil1 going up this most desolate end dreary look-
ing ravine. Oar stock have mich diffiealty in gotting
mough to sustain them, Weant a fow miles end encamped.

guoTRMEER 8
St111 going slowly up the ravine, Findno chang®

wrth recording, For the last two days ®8 naye had at-

tachsd o 4s as an cutrider & pl Ute Indisn, w2o 8239 ho
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auts to go to Celifornia. We fesd hizm a little and
qmise oursalves around the campfire with his remarks,

od vith trying to learn scme of the words of his slngu=-
lar tongae. I would Judge his language to be very ime
poveriahed end incomplete, as I notice that he hes ncme
tut American names for all btut the most comzon objects.
fo bas none of the lofty self esteem or contempt for
lsbour that belongs to the Savages of the tribes of the
Bst, ut will chesxrfully bring wood and water to camp,
ad bake his own bread, when you toll nim to do 80, He
dlsplays a great deal of ski1l1l in his cooking, as his
tread is always the best balked .cake on the ground. I
plagee my wife a good deal about letting the Pi Ute sur-
pess her, He seems well disposed and gentle in his man-
ners, and gives us to uﬁderatand that hs had learned to

wrk over in Carson Valley among the Wnitas.

SEPTEHEER 9

¥ore height and roughness in the Hills as we EO Ry

md more indications of volcanic acticn in the remote

®st, % 2rg mor amssmped In a-pretty place where Cur
tattle can get tolerable grass snd very good water. O
"1l lay over here today and recrult them a3 mich 88
Jossible es. they have the formidable helgnts of the

Uerra Nevada before them, the higher regions of which

T8.
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" are begimning to show thsmselves above the western hori=

zon, ¥e are still in Utah, and it is traly a desolats
and unfortunate looking ccuntry, and this part of it
arid indeed., Nearly all of it mist remain uninhabi-
tated wanate,

SEPTEMBER 10

This morning we arrived at Chinatown, a village
just going up at the mouth of what 1s called Gold Canon.
These are the noir so mich tallkred of "Carson River Dig-
gings", Here we found a pumber of men, White and Red
from the Celestlal Eupire at work. They told me that
the diggings were paying them about tarss dollars per
day, and work very hard, as I would judge it to be from
appearance, [Diarist?s Fote: October 31. There 1s mch
talk of great discoveriss of sailver and 361d leads just
above China-tomn, at Washoe Valley, and fortunes are
aa:l.d to be now being made there very rapldly; but there
1s not mich movement In that directlon as the Frazer

River experisnce has not worn off yet].

STEDAY, SEPTEMBER 11
Ieft our camp in Eagle Valley and started over to
the famous Carson Valley, distant eight miles, This i3

a sterile vélley, although men are settling here I can-

T9.
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pot see what for, unless, as 1is probabiy, there should yet
be a mineral wealth developed. ¥e are now close under

the Eastern foot of the great Hevada rangs. They stretch
evay with much grandeur all alcng the Western horizon,
covered with a beantiful verdare of dark pines. The
grandeur of their height, howsver, is much dimished by

the great elevaticn of these valleys in which we now ere.

SEPTEMBER 12

Encamped at Carson Vallsy and will remain here this
morning. After resting we hitched up and started for
Genoa, the chief town of this would bs new Territory of
Hevada , where we arrived about 11 o'clock A M, This is
a tolerably thrifty little village, place right under
the overhanging crest of the Sierra, shaded by some grand
014 pines and watered with the purest mountaln stroamse
Hors they have several atorés, more or less machenic
shops, a fine mill, and a printing press issuing a woekly.
After staylng a short time we proceeded a few miles fur-
ther up the valley and camped. I was mich disappointed
with the appsarance of this valley, of which I had heard

enchanting stories.

SEPTEMBER 13
We are encamped about eight miles wost of Genoa, and
about the center of the wostern line of the yalley. Im—

80.
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medlately along the foot of the mountains it is hard and‘
sterile, coverad with artemsals, end when you cen reach
the more fertile lands near the eroek thers is much
alcugh‘laml ecovered with rushes. Its entire length is
about thirty miles end its width from thres to five.

e Slerra exbraces 1t in steep iron walls. It is
splendidly watersd a3 & ecold mountain stream comes domn

on each sids every fow rods.

SEPTEMBER 14
This morning we leave Hope Velley high upon the
Nevada where we camd yoesterday, through what 1s called
a road, baut scarcely desarves the name. We start across
the crest of the Slerra distant about twelve miles. Our
courss lies np the Carson River still, Road quite good.
'After a drive of several miles we arrived at Head Spring
or rather Leke, of Carson River. Here the crest of the

Sjerra seems to hang over and refuse ua & passags. By

doubling teams and winding about among the rocks and

steeps of its rugged face we finally mede the passags,

. with mich - and almost ¥i1lling - labour to our poor worn

ocut and tender footed cattle, This placed us upon s

firss crest of the Slerra and in the State of CALIFORNIA.

SEPTEMBER 15
feft cur camp in the valley of Spring Lake and

8l.
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started across the Second Crest of the Sierra shich sec-
ond escent is made necessary by the izpracticability of
descending the gorge in which wo now are, any lower.
This ascent.is tut 1ittle if eny mord practicable than
the one we have jusit overcom:?, end is weoll ealculated
to use up the romaining strogth of our worn cut cattle.
However, by hitching double teams snd whipping and la-
bouring at last made the summit and commenced & rapld
and rough descent into the valley bslow, After malking
sbout two miles domn the mountains wé ancanped et a
Spring end sent ocur cattle loose to graze below in the
valley of Silver Iake, & beautiful 1ittle lake in &

hollow of the mountainse

SEPTEMBER 16 !

Found the road exceadingly rough for soxe miles as
we continued our course down the munta:ln,-mt it gradn-
ally improved a3 we traveled on. On these heights we
£ind a moderate growth of pine and soms cedar, which are
bacoming larger end larger a&s we gO down on this long
monntain slope. We have just passed a beautiful pair of
jittle lakes, called ®qgin Iakes", surrounding suich
thers 13 & beeutiful mountain country with &8 splendid

growth of timber on 1t, soms of the tallest of which are

ths famous red woods, which attain such gigantic alk on

82,
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this slope of the 3ierra. Cur descent towards the valley
13 now very sensibly ahorm by the rising of the Grand
Ridge of the Sierra, behind us, whose top glitters with
large fields of s&now, over ghich we have just passed. .
Yot looking forward we 8§89 no apparent end to the des-
cant before us, and we can cnly see it with the eys of

" gaith. This evening we passed shat 1s called Tragedy

Springs, & noted placs on this road as it was the scens

‘of @ horrid Indion massacrs in 1848 of scms emigrants

who wore encamped here, all of whom wers murdered and
burnt in their camp, of which there 1s some memorial in
a 'riting on a [cat into] tres, end a pile of stones

merking the place of interment of what fragments ware

found of their remains. We moved m a short distance

beyond this and encamped at e good spring in a boaatifal

eove of the mountains, where we had somo grass for ths

stock. Cattle still d},*ing. Here are friend FPhillips

Jost & fine steer. This 18 quite & pleasant camp under

ﬂm tall firs and red woods, walch is here the finest

tree I ever 3aw, end 33!: 13 g mere sapling to those
winiain slops olserherd.

Here Brother Sam brought to camp a can of butter wnich

he obtalned from an o0ld Frenchman, who has itinerating

dairy emong these htlls and valleys end is now located

83e
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at Silver ILake, about thres miles from him, where hs will
remain until the season drives him down the mountains,
where he will slowly retire before the coming winter.

The butter was excellent, tut dear - five bits a pourd,

or 62 1/2 cents, &3 we 3ays

SEPTEMBER 17
Pushed on down the divide between the waters of the

two rivers = Mokelurme and Americen. Te Mokelumme being

on the left &3 we go waestward and the American on the

right, These mountain slopes are Very beautiful end the 1_
aoii mist be excellent, but they have a Siberian winter .
here in slght of the everlasting sunshine end warmth of
1 am told not melting until the

H—

the coast. Tho snows,

middle of June on these slopes and heights, wherae there .

1s now good pasture for cattle, many thousands of which

" ape now herded hers, being brought up from the valleys

of California on consequence of the moTe then usually

severe drouth of summer there. After a drive of sbout

fifteen milea we encamped at a feeble spring of good

water, but no grass for the poor stock a3 it had been

all eaten up by the herds of the emigrants and drovers
from below. Some of the tallest trees ners I have yet

seen, both of cedar snd pilne. Some of the Redwoods

mist be two undred fest at leaste

84. !
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SONDAY, SEPTEMEER 18

Moved off at day light to find gress 1f posalble,
and continued on near noch end epcemped on very indif-
ference grass, tut plenty of waler in a spring branch
which descends towards the Mokalurme River, Hare is
obtained some native gooseberries of en extraordinary
size, and covered, each berry with strong thorns, which
made them scarcely worth the trouble of eating, although
sweet and good when you reached the rich and urmsually
solid palp. Here also we £ind In large quantitlies the
talbous root called Soap woad which grows on the piney
alopes of this 1ight red soil in great sbundance, and
provides for the wants of the unfortunate emigrants who
arrive here m"bad gant of washing and cleaning as 1t
gseems to answer protiy well instead of s02P. It is 2
sol;ld bulb growing In the ground, and when peeled lcoks
mch 1like an onion. The husk ia very rough end covered
with en cutside coating of matter which looks 1like ths
coersest animal hair. We a&re Do¥W pretty well down the
mountain, and they rise grandly in cur rear &8s We sit hers

in the ghade of itusss Splmatd treedy and look back upon

cur course. We are now aboit fifteen miles North East
of Dry Town, and sixty-five from sgeramento CiLiye Today
we mot upon the mountains a Grizzly Bear Hunter, ori-

ginally from Ponnsylvania, a3 curious e specimen of the
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germs homo &3 ever as 1 have 888n. He was a specles of
monomaniec, snd the "poon of his madness” wes grizzly
munting. He had been twice cangﬁt and chewsd up by
bears; from one of which he escaped by the mortal wounis
he mflicted upon the bear taking effect before the
bruln could bite him fatally, snd from the other by
feigning death. This last one hed crushed him dread-
fully in its teoath, and he ahowed us large scars and ci-
catrices yet mnhealed upon pis arm, end told us of others
upon his hip and thigh. This nappened 1as%t Qctcber and
yet he was golng cheerfully ocut to seei more encounters
with these 8avage beasts. I told him that he ought to
'saak soms less dangeroas calling, but he said "his head
was shaped that way, that he was good for nothing else,
and that he owed the grizzlies & grudge and tnat he had
declared perpetual war with them". He used a double
parreled rifled gun of different bores in the barrels,
the amaller one carrying & two ounce ball, and yet he
sald ce had shot them frequently &3 many as nine times

through the body pefore they would give ine. These bears

are never found in the day tizme st of the thickest
brush, and 28 the mmnters have to attack them on foot

and in this prush, which is generally of tims herd end

horny mansenita, the danger 1s very great.”
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SEPTEMBER 19

Continmed over the lower slopes and broken lands of
this region and £ind that we &re now in ths mining coun-
try. Ve find & fow men chiefly the sond of the Celestial
Empire engaged in digging end washing, but they s&y it
pays tut poorly, end from what I saw I would judge 1t
did, as 1t gseemad to be & VOry minate and sparssly
placed particle. These Chinsse &TS queer looking fel—
lows with their pig tails, oblique eyes3 and umbrella
hats, but they are good labourers and =ust get & groat
deal of the whole yleld of gold of this countrye They
seem to work in pairs and ars generally amlicable and
quiet in their demeanor. We encamped at lower Ranchero

and bought feed for our cattle and horsese

SEPTEMBER 20

Here we lost another of our steers which we brought

from Lacompton with us. A& strong, hardy and faithful

fellow, 1 know not from what cauge he dled, tut probab-

1y from too severe work 1in pulling up the Slerra Nevada.

m4g gountry 18 excessively 4rye Yeosterday WO passed
tarough Dry Town, & village at the foot of tno nills

on & creek called Dy Cpeok, and 4ry enougn we found 1t.

The village has geveral stores, and a good deal the ap-

pearance of & business placee It is one of the mountalin

X
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towns which have grown up entirely from the mining inter-

ests, end which must stand or fall with the duratlcen of
them. It is at ths very foot of the hills, end hence

_we will strike the wvalley of Sacramento &t e distance

of forty miles from the citye.

SEPTEMBER 21
Left our camp just belcT Dry Town end wént on to-
werds Sacramento City. We £ind this so-called valley
to be composed of low rolling pleins which are 8XCBSS=
1vely sterils and dry at this tims, presenting only 8
naked surface of light red secll, interspersed with

darker red grounds cn which there 1is scmé brushwoode

It does nbt coms up to my expectations, tat I aaé it

at the most unfavorsble seascn. ¥an tell me that it
will look altogether another place next ¥arch and
April, We encarpsd this evening at the Chaln BEridge

over the Makosumne River, a stream coming down from

the hills on our right.

SEPTENMBER 22
Fe left this morning for the City of Sucramsnits

aistent nineteen milags. After driving all day over &

Jow end rather unfruitful country we errived in the
evening at Sacramento - the end of car leng and dusty

88,
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per that 1t may carry us glomg 2 while yet. ‘Brother

arive. Tais place is situated on the 1eft bank of the

b mmm.u E"
f

Sacramento River, on & low plain just below tas mouth
of the Amerilcan River. It is well 181d eut in regular 7 i
blocks and 8QUATaS, sod ths gerdens are very besutiful ii
and productive. Its population is sbout ten thonsand
and is composed of 8 great varlety of people, inclnding
Chinese and rrée negroese The Chinessa, generally, oc-
cupy all the menisl positions. As you pass the streets
you notice slgns saying "Washing and Ironing by Sam Lee",

fghaving snd Shampooing by Hong foo®, &c. < ha Les
family is wonderfully pumerdus among them. They are &
peculiar people end their presence here presenis ond
of the most difficult problems which the futare Legis-

lators of this State will have to solvee

SACRAMENTO, NOVELEER 5
Every kKind of tausiness 13 azll end it 18 hard to
get employment. I &m still unemployed end 1ikely to

remain so, motwithstanding I pave diligently sought 1t

avery day since my arrival., When w6 got here ont the

Sspiszhar WO rented & house end proceeded to

gEnd o
cheapen our mode of 1living a3 mch as possible, and in :

that way have masbanded ouT 11ttle means g{n such & man~ .

Sam started for Stockton today to 369 how the lepd 1ies

there., If eny luck should torn up In that directicn I

89.
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will join him a3 scon 85 possible, Califernie is full
of sdventures end good men gesking employment, snd
every situaticn in the country in each and every de=
partment of 1ife has & surplas of persons seseking it,
except agricultural, and here 1t tekes so much mesns

to stert a farm that thet door is virtually shut

against 1t. Bat the perlodical rains sat in yesterday,
and with them the two groat interests of the state, to
wit mining end farning will revive, and prospects which
are now gloomy brigaten up = at leest I hope so. Qur
aesson here since our arrival has been one leng sun~—
ahine, with very moderaie heet, snd tne climate is un=
doubtedly one of the most agreeable in the world.
Everybody and everything looks healthy, end the means
of the best living are plenty and reascnsble, a3 8l=-
though meats snd fruits are high, still not so when
' compared with the prices of 1abour, as wages are Very
high, though cut dom soms from the old stendard.

SACRAMENTO, HOVEXBER 8 -

i pave ihought PToFeTs ehila I 1ie idle here to

glve you some i1dea of the geography, politics and other
interests of this famons young state. muis is the great
wvalley of the atate and is called the Sacrecento. It is

inclinded betwesn the Sierra on the East and the Coast

Renge on the Hest. It is £ifty or sixty miles wide herse,

-



and abcout five tmndred in lengtn along the ravines of the
en) Rivers..

Sacramsnto and San Joachin (prencunced San Wak
glon would be, and indeed is delightfully
tat the great difficulty is to

fertile, where irpigated,
+n mpet such an enor-

got sufficient supplies of water
. Soma suggést the use of artesian wells, bat
there

they have been extensively used,
as they are said to dry up

end that the water which
icn.

A1l this re

rous want.
I sée that, where
13 mich cutery against them,
the iakss, cresks and ylvers,
too cold for the parposes of irrigat

~ they furnish to
They are, Bowever, obtained at ccomparitively & szall
great valley is

cost. All sleng the border of this

stretched the Grand Bidge of the Slerra, with its west-
13ges and Slopes covered with a

15 beyond doubt anrivalled in

of Oregon. I
s and

ornbnseo.flmglmrr

‘growth of timber which
unlese in the Sister State

have never s8een moTe beautifully shaped slope
platesux than thesa ridges offer. The soil which pro-
duces such & splendid growth of timber must necessarily
‘;_e Zood, Wt the mighty rildge of the Slerra chills by
its proximity, and hers truly "lingering winter chills
1 axm told, as the snow

the world,

Tow
ne too,

of the latter monthe
ing established

oo i A

the lap of May® - &nd

s not melt until the middle
ound a good mARY ranchos te

and they had fine

I have

b
S O

doe

However, we T
at the very foot of these slopes,
peaches, melons, pototatoss and grasses on them.
91,
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po dcubt that, . as this gigantic primoval forest 18

cleared eway that the genial inflnances of summer
could bs more quickly folt in this reglion, which no¥

only increases the wealth of the atate by affording

Inmber for the cities and pasturagse to the herds. on

the western slope ara many beamtiful plains which &re

highly spoken of , and farther scuth is the Valley of

Lo= Angeles which many regard 88 & terrestial paradiseé.

grapes which I have sSeeC from there are indssd

splendid... Poars and other frult are all fine, snd the

grain and grass excesdingly productive. of ths north=-

ern portlon of thisa aiats I have heerd vOTy contradic-

tory statements. Soms repreéant 4t to be at & moan=

tein regicn fit only for mining purposes, and others

say 1t has many delightful farming aistricts In it.

The Coast Range 18 bat a low ridge of mountain. It has

many passes through it, offering 2t gmall obstruction

to lines of gmprovement which would traverse the state

from Ea.st to West. The Sacramento gnd Sen Joachin

the chief tritateries of the Great Ba¥s on
m™a Bay 13

Rivers are

an arm of wnich gan Frenecisco 18 situaisss
partly iz this valley and partly in the ridgss of -the
great future pefora this State,

s could or would ley aslde

Coast Rangée There is &
andoubtedly s end if Congres
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its bickerlngs, end the Horthern portion of the Confed=-

eracy would yield %o the dictates of naturs, which has

¢learly thromm the whole geographioal edvantages with

the South, end provide for the construction of the Rall

Road from EL paso to the head of the Gulf of California,

there would be 8n increase end progress &8s mich exceed= i

on &8 that excoeds whatever was before.
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This eonsldaratian leads us paturally to think of the

*

Aftar looking at the status of

parties hare , 1 bave been Iorc.ed to the conclusion that

completely end severely demagogic

poll 1itical confusione.

this land is moTre
pidden then any other State in the Union. And tnis too
in no amall peasure resi

to preveat 1t, and to 38

sults from the very mesnd taken
care the highest merit in bigh

places, namsly, the payment of large galaries, The

thing thaet avery means

piunder of the public ig so rich &

‘which can be brought to bear §n securin

1
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g an importent of =

fice pay3 woll, I am disposed to think that no where €188

are more unscrupxlcua measares used then here. Wnen a

se beat offices it af- 4

man has oncse obtained ©ono of the
ax *mm-eased with

fords pim B8 =2 mesns of keeping it, i 8= |

the idea that the pablic ynterests are mch neglact:ea.
£ its very heavy rev

and nearly the whole © epues 1s exX=

hausted in paying {mmanse gsalaries %o office holders,

935.
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who spend both salaries and time in prémoting sglfish
and party parposed. For Instance, with a Govermor ra-
‘eglving a salary of ten thousand dollers & year, they

have mo Stete House, end tut & very poor character of

pu'hlle.mildings of eny sorbe

Finis.
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