Ta CR S

(v i

) Diary of & J. Connor. losned by Nr Grutze, Public Service Eldg Portlend C/
) Yembers of Oregon olony N OHS
‘ | ms (s0¥
Thos. Je Connor ot Kndersoﬁville Franklin Co Ind®
Creswell Will . . " Yarion Grant Co | "
¥. M. Crow " Greermood Marion Co "
Dennis Gray " Yendon Madison Co »
Joseph M. Dosh " Floyd Co "
John Howard . % Madison Co _ }y'@ ,
Stephen B. Denning Wa bz;sh Co " -
George W Capias - " " 7 - % 2 [‘fb
John Denning | 5. e " B 03’5
Geo Yason et e 111 s ! 93
David " % ' é ’g
Jonethen " " ‘ ‘é “é
Joshua . . Ab §°
Peter . : . ' " V; S!
James Edvrarals Guernsey Co Ohio \2\
H. C. Pennell singie Clear Ck Fairfield Co o
W, B. Fendrick ‘ Indianapolis Ind :
Tim Franklin | s¥ Charles Esne Yo © Nlinois i é ,-f
John C. Fisher & S others Monticello “hlite' Co - Ird = \5 B
M, Shisler | o Carey - Ohio 7 3 f,?
Boyd lawrenmoe . "~ Ciroleville - onie | G:: | z
J.F.Becker . Fest Brookfield - Onio %y - |
' e gl &
Reve J. Kenoyer g Illinois Qﬂ J
Rev Osburm .. 4 . Iowa

5’ s . | | < 1 - . f‘ ; ' - -
/‘/f 3 SM\C)LL'C(_L ~ 11‘\-(:(.:,05_3—\& S\O‘R‘""&A y | .- . . 3 "\



Items of travel

Yarch 9th 1853, This day left'.k-ndarsonv_ille Franklin Co Ind and corunence;i our
journey to Orsgon. Our first point of destipation being Cincipnatl our way lnd
us direc';ly— through the above county, toward the Chio lines On arriving at tho
east fork of Whlte water river we found 1t so mach swollen by recemt rains that 1%.
was deemed unsafe 'to attempt ‘to cross it today.

varch 10. Crossed the river without difficulty this morning and contimued our
Journey, - - L s -:__ o —pe——

March 12. This day reached the oity where ws were most cordially grae‘bed by Bro

W B Witt and lady. Here we fmmd a quarterly mee‘bing in sesesion, e.nd were much
gratified to meet with Bro J P Eokela, P. E. Bro Shury Stationed preacher

Bro J. A. Iuast German Missmmry and the good brethren sisters of this charge,
Sabbath 13, This day tried %o pr@_aoh twice f;?__large and attentlve congregauions. |
Thenk God for one more season éf grace in my native land; Long shall I remember
the Xind regard manifested by those dear brethren and sisters not only in word but
in“deed also, Bro Eckelé man.i-festad a1l the affection of a father toward a sony
and with Bro Witt and lady accompanied us to the boat, and assisted me much,
Bros Lo;ngat.rset, Brown Shury Applegate & Zellers ba'va my grateful acknowledgments
for p-reaen’cs bestowed, IV |

Tues/ 15/ At 12 oclock today we left the %harf at Cincinnati on board of the Stesmer
Sparhawk bound for St Louis. 7

¥arch 17 This moming at 7 oclock we passed The wreck of the unforhma.to steazer
Bee whioch burst her boilers yesterday evening a few miles below Evansville, A )
gentleman who went on board of her one hour after the explosion & who assisted in
telieving the sufferers gave me the follcvring:._"i)artioulars. The Bee was a small,
inferior bost engeged in the Wabash river trade. at Evansvl it was discover;ad ithat

one of her boilers was leaking she stoped and msde some repairs and was cauthicaed

not to crowd the steam, She lef": that port and soon after stoped to wood, the steam
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was high,“ahd du:l-ing the time of wooding; wag not suffared Yo esoape, and about

the time of starting she exploded ten persons Were wou.nded aix of them mortallye
Four were dead vrhen w6 past her snd fwo more po life expeoted. Fortunately ’c.here
were no passengers “on boarde T have just had & oonversation of some i_ntares’c. with
one of tha viotims of slavary, a woman of some twenbty years of aga, whilst myself
and mfe were admiring £he works oi‘ nebure from the rear of our room we discovered
her near our doo‘r in a lonely condi‘tlon When the following conversation occureds
"Tell ¥iss you have & hard time here, nYes Sir I would rather be at homa;"

"Where 18 your home. ) Ny young master lives in ¥issouri," "How 514 ere youl" "Toub
xpow sire.” "What 18 your neme?" Lfar-y. "What else?” "Nothiné els, Just ¥ary." "Ca
you read any?" nyo Sip I mever learnt to read."” “"Does your magter 1ot you go to
meing? Yes sir some times,." "Well Yary be & good girl and &1l tho you have & hard
time in this world you will get to s better world by end by."r Tears flowed freely
Jown her dark cheeks She oould meke no reply énd I continued, "1 think it is vérj'
wicked Mary that colored people &re used so bed in this world, but those of us ¥wno
think so oan not help ite" "o said she "all we oan do is to hope for e better
_c1d," whilst tears flowed freely down her facss O My God how lovg must those
unfortunate vietims of oppression groan under this & coursed systeme

8 oolock P.Ne Supper being over the gentlemans cabin is mede ready and 2 regular

dance is going offe. Some of the ladies have to leave their prattling babes in the

care of others while they join in tye revelry of the wening._/OIWhat a world of
jniquity there is upon those w*afcers; _’congue cannot desoribe ite

yaroh 19, This day at 4 PeM. lended at St Louie.

¥arch 21 Started at § P31E.;Eop Keokuk on board tlle Laxgartina. She is xuoch orcrded
with passengerste

Yarch 22 I find I have made a poor gelection of & boat, She runs very glow and
her machinery is of sn inferior qualitye Stopped twice 1ast night %o repalr bel

engineg. UP to 7 oclk this morping bad only advenced 25 mileBe



March 24 tis day landed at Keokuk in Towe, had a very tedious trip from St Iouis.
Varch 25 to day land at A, Clark's in Van‘buren co £ind my outfit only partislly
completed, but feel greaﬁly.indebted to the Providence of Cod for his protecting
CATPCe |

April 4 After ten days hard work my outfit is compleeted., Two large mares to =y
traveling Carriage and 4 yoke of good oattle to my burthen waggon. Ky partner
having backed out the emtire expense of the out fit falls upon mS.

April 5 Having engaged the sefvices of Nelson Clark as teamster to Council Bluffs,
we bade our friends in Towa farewell and at 9 oclk A, M. cormenced our journey in
regulgr emigrant style traveled 14 miles and encamped near Birmingh&ﬁ. Te:mworksf
~81l and everything thus far gives flattering indications of a prosperous Journeye.
Kpfil 6, 7, 8 &9 continued our journsy at aboub the rate of 15 miles per day our
_oad leads & Forthwest direction following in the main the direction of the Desmoin
River. -
Yay 3 After passing through the rotine of mishaps, trials, difficulties and
dangers:uaual on such trips we 1anded safely at Council Bluffs in(%diaraﬁla bealth,
and found 9 families mostly of the Illinois division awaiting our arrival,

Yay 6 Bros Crow Kenéyer and Price arrived and joined our company

Vay 9 Having recruited our stock of provisions and examined and fited up our outfit
in geperal in the best possible manner we orossed over the Missouri River an moved
out some 4 miles end encamped, our company oonsist of 13 families with 26 te==s
amounting in a1l (men women & childred) %o 88 persons

Y¥ay 10 baving goten regularly on our journey the members of the colonmy met and
ontored into an orgenization By electing Rey J. FKenoyer Captain end P ¥ason, Fev,
¥. ¥. Crow & Rev R. Price, Counci}mon. - — | | -

¥ay 16 Sabbath jaid by and had a meeting



Yay 17 Finding our oomrany too large i, travel bo travel togethgr with spaed &nd

comfort, by mutual consent we divided ipto two companies with an agreement %o

come together as often as practicable on Satbath, . ! i

hay 22 Yboth companies came together and had Preaching by Br Licht enthaler at 3—P ¥,
and Prayr M, st night, .

¥ey 29 Sinoe the 22 'l:raveled sbout 85 miles. Rainy weather and bad rosds, today deing
Sabbath a part of the company remsins 1n camp, and & part refusing to lay by have
gone ahead viz Peter Msson Jonathan Mason Joshug Mason and ¥r Carlton., Bros Kengygr,
Crow and Price are soms 10 niles behind But expected up .in the morning.

¥ay 30 Traveled some 20 miles in company with David Mason Geo Mason and Lichten=
thaler the rear company is still behind and our sabbath travelérs still ahead

June 1 Traveled about 18 miles yesterday the same to day Roads very muddy, Thisg
evenlng came up with the forward company, The Masons halted with them and Bro Eéwards
and myself passed on & short distance and/%nc&mped alone

June 2 Traveled about 14 miles and having reached the last +timber fof two hundﬁad
miles conoluded to stop for washing baking & Crow and others still behind

June 3 at 9 oclock this moriipg the rear division of our comrany rea;hsd our camp
June 4 Traveled about 15 miles weather still rainy and roads bad

June b This being sabbath & question arcse about traveling, on one side it wmg
argued that our teams did not meed rest and that we had near two hundred miles

yet beforegus before wé-;ould re&ch timbe; that ‘we were consuming our small supply
of wood &o and on the other side that it was the sabbath end should be kept and
when submitted toivcte -3 majority of one wers in favor of'traveling'we accordingly
harnessed our team and‘traveled some twalve miles today passed the other compaqy
June 6 Traveled about twenty miles roads still bad .

June 8 Traveled yestlerday about 24 miles and about 18 today roads a little better

June 15 Since the 8 we have traveled about one hundred miles and.arv now'nt Pt

Iaremie, Passed Courthouse rook on the oth and Chimney rook on the 10 -both being on
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the south side of_ t‘ne River we hm:l but an imperfact view of them

Cur comp&ny was t‘nrcrm into qui‘be 8 panio this morning, when about 6 miles from the

v fort we -were stoped ‘by an indian trader end ini‘ormed that hostilities had cormenced

vetween the ¥is souri Sou indisns and the soldiers of ’che fort, that ttey had

come to an engagemen’c the day vefore vﬂwich resulted in the death of @ whites and

6 Indians our compeny With others called a council to determine what should be dors%e
?'hilst wo were yeb consul‘binf‘ 8 me-svseng;er arrived and snformed us that the Inﬁiam
were collected to the no of 500 &nd were sending off their squaws snd children

and hed ¥illed 30 head of oattle that morning belonging to éwnigrant's and had
deolared they would Xill every white man on the road &o unde:; those circumstances
it wvae thought Lest to halt until & considerable oom}ﬁany wau;ld come up and them
pove on WO eocordingly waited untill ten oclock when ¥ found we hed about 75
waggons and oné hundred men, we then moved on cautiously to the fort wnen 10 end
Behold § there was scarcely en India to be seen and every thing as quiet &5 &
counicry villegee we learned however that the day previous the Indisns had become
ynsulted and shot at on officer of the fort, when some o Soldiers went out and
demanded that the offender and those assooiatéd with him should be given up this
they refused to do. the soldiers then fired on them end %illed three end took two
prisoners and that the balance hed fled., But surposing them to be exasperated

the officer advieed us to travel in lerge companies we accordingly moved out

some 4 miles and encamped with four other companiese

June 16 This morning three of the compgnies with whom we arncampad aepa.rateq froa .
us leaving one of 11 teams and 18 men with us) with whom Wé agreed to travel a
few daySe Advenced some 12 milés and encemped on the blk hille soand very roi:gh.
June 17 Traveled about 12 miles road very bade. | |

June 19 Sabbath this morning our essociates left us and waot on our oo:j'pa.'ﬂy receined
in campe Traveled yesterdey about 15 milese Preachingss 11 oolock

Von 20 Traveled ebout 20 miles over & dry roling Pararie ocountrye roads fine,

June 22 Since the 20th traveled about 40 miles Ca_u::rhry rough smd meavan on the 22
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the weatheT cold end vlustery equal teo march weatheTe Some &NTWe Price left the 23.
26 Sabvbathe remained in camp; sinoe tha‘22 traveled dbout 50 miles roads rather
rough end epesven the weabther sool, on the 24th we took our{final jeave of Platie
River after following it pear Seven wyndred miles we T8 pow wopding our WY toward
SweebwateT RiveTe |

o7 Traveled 15 miles and encsmped at the willow Springse

28 Reached Swaetwater traveled about 20 miles -

29 This day passed Rock inde?endencé a-huge-mass of gray granite situated in e
open plain about flfty,yards from Syeotwater river also pussed whet 18 éalled
Devils gate. This 35 truly one of the wonders of nature oD reaching the place
rmyself and thres others wont to 5€@ it o WO approached at the‘lcwer extremity WY
crossing & ridge which makes 4OWH the river about 150 feet 1B highth descending
about 50 feet we oame TO River venk wnich wes a perpendicular cliff of about 100
feat flndinv a haéé.in the rock with s0me aiffioculty we descend to the watérs

edge &and gupposing wo could pass fhrough.by following the course of the River ¥®
procaeded up about 300 yards hers our peth was interrupted by the river deshing end
foeming against_ﬁhe side of the E&Pe at this poimt the rocks on eifhar gide aTe
glmost perpendicular_and fiae to ﬁhe highth of near 400 feet the‘channel 3g probebly
100 feet wide througﬁ which Sweeb weter River passes with great rapidity

Finding our way hedged up we wer® under the pnecessity of returning and passin

round the point of the Bluf a distance® of sﬁmo miles oOT to ¢lember over the top

by which we would resch the roed much nearef we prefered the latter pnd cormenced
¢limbing some times through chasms in the rock SOmetimes up almost perpendioular
ocliffs clinging to the rocks 88 pest wWe could after an hours hard work we found o
selves On the top pretty well tired but well paid for our jabot W® traveled this
day sbout 18 miles the weather quite cool an@ windy feT aome‘dayu past, hard
frosts end gome ice passed Yogons compeny ‘ _ ' o

June 30 Traveled about 20 miles



July 1 Traveled 18 miles much of the way through heavy sand, we this day oame in
sight of the Wind river Mountp,ins the scene was delightful, covered/with maases of
snow and ice they rise to an immense highth glistening in the.sun liXe a crystal
otty The road passes near the scuthern extrémity of those mountaisn which extend
to the north farthgr than the eye can_peﬁeﬁrafo

July 2 Traveled 16 miles our road continues up Sweet water

July 3 Sabbath femainga in camp

July 6 This morning at 8 oclook A.M. we passed the éividing ridge that aeparatss‘
the waters flowing imto the Atlentic from those which find thetr way into the

" Pacific we had reached the swmit of the Rooky Mountains,

The Scenery upon the summit of this vast mountain is beautiful bayond descripticn
for 40 miles or more the road is very fine. no deep ravines or rugged cliffs but
one continuous gradual‘ascsnt untill the highest point is reached and then descends

ih like mannar'h;% & tree or shrub obstruots view but one vast plain spreads out

around you as far as sight can penetrate interrupted only by the majestic appéaranco

of the snow caped Wind River Mountains in the N.E. and a few distant peaﬁs of -the .

Rocky Range.

This is really the dividing point between the Eest and West and manmy and deep were
the emotions experienced on bidding farewell to the waters of the great Atlantio

I alighted from my carriage and passed over this point on foot snd whilst upon the

Summit composed the following farewsll melody
Atlantic's sweet waters we bid thee farewell
We've long been permitted on thy margins to dwell
At this point we must leave thee no more to retumm
Till dew drops shall fall on our mouldering urn,

Farewell to thy rivulets sparkling & bright

By thy sldes have I wandered by day & by night

Or laid myself down on thy carpet of greem

And gazed with emotions most calm and serene

' Thy Rivers majextioc in grandeur they roll

Like the deep swedling tide of God's peace in the Boul
Thy waves may roll on but the tale cannot tell

With what deep emotions I bid thee farewell,

"
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Three miles from the pess bro ght us to the Pacific Spring here then we hailed -

Oregon having a desert of 20 miles bsfore us we watered and rested our teams, for

a few hours and at 1 P.V harnessed our teams moved on to dry Sendy where we encamped
having traveled la‘ﬁiies

Fuly 7 Teﬁ miles today brought uQ to little Sandy where we azain obtain water
gnd 8 miles further brought us to big Sandy where w8 encarped

July 8 Having now & desert of 49 miles besfore us (c0nmon1y called the Big deaert)
_we remained in camp untill 4790}00& P,M. when'fe again Harnessed our teams, laid in
a small gupply of vater and started | | -

July 9 Todsr at 5 P.Me we reasched Green River having driven all of the Preceding
night snd acoomplished the journey of 49 miles in 28 hours, We ferried over to
the opposite side of the River and encamped |
July 10 Sabbatﬁ remained in camp. o
July 11 Traveled ten niles and &8 our teams still needed rést we en;Amped on._
Lost Rive; . 7

Ivly iz Traveled about 20 miles and egc&mped on Crow Creek +the country west of
Green River is very rough and mﬁuntainous |

July 13 Traveled 11 miles over a very rough and mountainous éountry encamped on
Ham's fork nights very cool and hard frost. |
‘July 14 Traveled 12 miles end encamped at a- Fir & Pine grove.

July 16 remained in cémp

July 16 Traveled 18 miles. Réaohed bear River passed down said river 6 miles and
encamped on Smith Fork |
July 17 Sgbbath remained in cemp preaching by M. M. Crow

July 18 Traveled about 20 miles.enc&mped at the foot of the mountain

Jaly 19 Traveled 15 miless Crossed one of the most diffioult and dangsrous

mountaing on the road



July 20 Traveled about 18 miles

July 21 reached the Soda Springs passed on five miles and Enc;mped near tﬁe junctien
of the California roed having traveled 14 miles '

July 22 Traveled 15 miles through a beautiful valley ., grass very fine

July 23 Passed over the dividing ridge between Bear and sngie River and encamped

on & spring branch having traveled about 15 miles

July 24 Satbeth remained in camp Yreaching at 11 oclk by J Kenocyer

July 31 during the past week traveled about one hundred miles our road since
monday has led down the valley of Sneke river, we passed fort Ball'én the 26th the
Amsricen falls on the 27th our Sabbath enoampmeﬁt is at the Harﬁhey Sprigg, rééained
in camp

Zug 1 Traveled 23 miles encarped on the R&ver bottoms the road along this valley

1s uniformly rocky end very dusty end he country extremely barren |

hug 2 Traveled 21 miles, our camp Wa§ near the source of Rock Brk

Aug 3 Traveled twelve miles, the trail leads dowvmn Rock Creek

Aug 4 Traveled only 8 miles our teems ﬁeing rmach fatigued and suffering for £ ood
Augrb Traveled twelve miles and reachsd Selmon fall ereek

Aug 6 This day traveled only two miles to obtein grass of which our stock w%s much
in need

Aug 7 Sabbeth. Treveled 4 miles to the ferrﬁ'on Snakerriver. drove our cattle sbout
4 miles to gress | |

hug 8 Crosa?d Sneke river by ferry bad to swlm our etock journeyed 2 miles and encempet
gress in plenty wes found, |
For some two weeks both divisions of the Brethren colomy havetﬁéen traveling tp;
gether but today rg}uctantly-;eparated one com bhoosing 4o remain on the south side
of the River the other to_cr#ss over to the North

Aug 9 Traﬁqled 4 miles t@-g_creek'bottcm vhere was found an excellent cemp &nd

g§ our stéck_had_repentli suffered much for went of food we halted untill the

next morning. -
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fug 10 Traveled 20 miles road s tony end very dusty. encamped on & semall creek
gress plenty
Aug 11 Traveled 6 miles to where the rosd leaves the o reek, where is a good carp

grass in great abundance

CAug 12 Traveled 13 miles encarped on & snall creek good cexmp

Aug 13 Traveled 14 miles encamped &t meadow creck, &1 excellent camp

Aug 14 Sabbath remeined in camp

Augu2l during the pest week traveled about one hundred miles, Roadsvery dusty

and in some instences quite stony. passed the hot springs on the 15th

Reached the beautiful valley of Boyce river on the 17th our Sabbath cemp

aftér treveling 6 miles is on Boyce River 6 miles below the fort

hug 22 Eéached the lower ferry on Sneke River heving traveled 10 miles c?osséd over
end encepped on the opposite side

Aug 23 Traveled 18 miles end encamped on ¥alheur River

fug 24 Remained in ocemp qti11 § P.M. Then barmessed our tewns end drove 18
niles to Burmt River | ¢

Aug 25 traveled b miles

Aug 26 Treveled 15 miles our road leads down the valley of Burnt River

Aug 2% Treveled 15 miles

Aug 28 Advenced 9 miles end encemped on & gpring brench ons of the tributaries of
Burnt River | |
Aug 29 Traveled 20 miTes withoubt weter reached the velley of Powder River

Aug 30 fr&veled down Powder River 10 miles orossing the first geoond & third
#r&nches

Aug 31 Traveled 18 miles &nd reached Grend Round encemped at the foot of the hill
on & smell branch '

Sert 3 Treveled g8 miles mcross the valley of Grend Round encarped &t the Base of

+he Blue ¥ounteins
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Sept 4 We this day esoended the Blue Mounteins traveled 9 miléa end encerped on _
Grand Round River | o
Sept 5 Traveled 10 miles

Sept 6 Traveled 10 miies reaéhing lee's encarpment
Sept 7 Traveled 16 miles Passing the main ridge of the Blue ¥tg and reached the
Uratille River '

Sept 8 Treveled 15 miles down seid River

Sept 9 Traveled 17 miles e_ancampad egain upon the TUmatilla

Sept 10 Treveled 16 miles. 8 miles brought us to Agency end 10 miles to Butter Creek
Sept 11 Treveled 10 miles ' ' e
Sept 12 Treveled 16 milese € miles brought to & spring - -

Spet 1% Treveled 10 miles which brought us to Tiillow Creek and having 25 miles

tefore us without water we remained in carp urtill noon of the 14th T .-

Sept 14 Traveled 10 miles’

Sept 1b Traveled 17 miles 19 brought us to John Days river we crossed over wernt

oS

two miles end enoemped

Sept 16 Traveled 19 miles. encsm?ed at a spriﬁg

Sept 17 Treveled 10 miles § miles brought us to the Columbim & & to Deshutes river
Sept 18 Treveled b miles

Sept 19 Treveled ten miles Whlch'brcmght us to the Dalls of the Columbia This dey
our little company was divided againe Bro Kenoyer & Crow ohoosing to go over the
¥ts and Br Edwards end myself by water We parted reluctantly hoping to meet agein
soon after reaching the valleg

Sept 20 Br Fawards and two hends to assis"c him started with our stock on the pack
road down the River Jeaving myself and one hend to &ssist to ship our effects end gcq
+ith the fenilies - '
Sept 24 after being much detesined we this morning put our T-'ggons andw.gooda on &

boat and gstarted @own the river
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Sept 25 owing to contr;ry winds we are still on ou} downsmrd passege

Sept 26 Thie morning at 8 oclock landed at the Cascades Qnd found our stock and
company weiting hﬁviné arrived two days previogs Wé put up our wegons end want
round the Portege to the foot of the Cascades

Sept 27 Shipped on Yoard the Seil boat Ohio &nd started our stock for the mcuth
of Rig Sandy. lended same pight about 2 oclock and after collecting our stock and
arrenging our loading moved on up the valley passed Oregon City on the 2nd of
.October Salem on the 5th and reached the residence of Bro Bsthers on the Tthe Seven
months lacking 2 days from the time we left Andersonville Ind end éix'Ebnths &
2 days afber leaving Bomspart Towa. | | R
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