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Samuel Chadwicks travels to California in 1852 I left home
Tuesday

onn the 23 day of warch and my team and my partners having left

T e

on the 22 of march T overtook them at Maderson my partners was
Jonas Boyef Frank Aldridge and his wife and we had 4 yoke of cat-

tle and 4 waggon + had one yoke of cattle and A waggon and 25

in soney when L left home we put up at A widow womans hcuse who

kept tavern called the 3 uile house been & miles from iaderson
malkeing “_
27 ; e

hednesday 24 we mad about 14 uwiles énd put up at A Norwegians

in A hollow on the left side of the road and old man Doyer broke

JE—————

4 hay fork handle whiech he wanted pay for but we thought we had

paid him enough |
Thursday 25 we mad about 14 miles wostly prarie to the blue.
mounds the gding his generaly prety soft all the way grass
gets in betwixt the cattles claws and kéeps in the day long

most Frlday 26 we are in +owa Lounty we made about 13 miles

‘ ' and we are all well Thursday 41t his prety mudy as the frost

: his going out of the ground some we made about 14 miles . Sat-
. urday =28 we made 15 miles we are 10 miles beyond aineral
point we saw one nice lead of mineral the first that < ever

saw 1t was about 4 or 5 feet from the face of tne ground they

had holes dug down to it in sowe 5 or 6 places straight in A
line and at cnerhole at the end they was digging and blasting
about 14 feet deep it was called # very good lead of lead I ]

never saw any kind of wineral diginngefore'this Sunday 29
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we lay up all day at ur Wwhitesides in “owa and they was very nice
‘folks aﬁd they used us very well gave us 4 roocu uwost to our-
selves and stove to cook by and gave us milk and such little

night
notions and hay for our cattle saturday .-

and sunday and
sonday morning and charged us only 12 shillings they was the
nicest folks in the road that we come across we went to neeting
to day and my partners wanted this Afterncvon to look over our
accountsand see how we stood they was awe'ng me for A share of
the waggon and they wanted then to prize‘the catﬁle Frank
wanted 15 more for his caftle than mine‘was worth and the 014
man wanted 5 saicé th.t his was worth wore by 5 than mine so
that would draw of my waggon considerable‘ I felt hard at them
and told them I should not do it as 1 thought my cattle as good

as thelrs but we aggreed to have wr Whiteside value them on

monday morning and he valued mine as much as theirs into two

-dollars and A half so that ended it MNonday 30 we only made a-

bout 10 miles from Whitesides

Tuesdai,3i we made about 10 miles and we are at the Missippi
river to day we had some rain and at sundown or along there we
had some sﬁow we had A ﬁret&_bad road down to the river down
A gully to the Eagle ferry but we could not cross the river to
day as the wind blew so hard they have A horse ferry here but
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ubuke’ they have 4 steam ferry Wednesday the 1
day ‘of April we are still waiting to cross but the wind blows

to hard to day so that we cant cross we have hay endugh here for

. our cattle and we are shooting ducks on the river bottom as
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as there his plenty ano there his snow on the ground to day we
bought A tent of A Czlifornia emigrant f&r & ¢ollars Thursday £
we crossed the ferry they charged 12 shillings only for 4 yoke of
cattle 4 perscns and waggon we then crove down to Dubuque and
bought some groceries and such like and we saw seaver 1n.Dubuke:
waiting for Dulittle and % Saltsfffrom our neighbourhsod we drove
out of Dubuque about 3 miles, and put up Dubusue his quite A nice
little place -

Frida& & we drove about 16 miles and put up‘ it snowed considerable
to day I have not got the names of the places that I put u
am sorry I did not
Saturday 4 we drove about 20 miles to the north fork of iacaucatee[?]
river we had prety good roads here a couple of young wmen from
waterloo rolled in at this house and stayed we traveled & few
aays with them -
Sunday 5 we are laying up to day at the north fork of Macaucatee
r;Ver and to day we killed 10 prarie chickens so we had all we
wanted to eat
monday 6 we left macaucatee and travelea to 1;nn County
town of werrian
Tuesday 7 we mide out to get to werrian village anc it wés
all killing wmwudéy ve bought A little hay of A blacxsmith and
put vp for that night merrian his guite A nice little Village
'and the County seat his at werrian
Wednesday 8 we are still ot =erricn ano it his A very rzainy

day but towards night we went ont of town about 3 miles to A
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widow womans by the name of Willis ang ve Calculate to lay
up there till the roads get betier as it his very bad going
we came to Herrlan on the 7 of April and 1aid up till the 17 of
April leaving us laid up 9 days ve was only 3 or 4 miles
from Cedar rapids which crick[?] his the nicest strezm we
have seen since we left home and there his & good waterpower
and plenty of chance ggga lmproveuments in faet it his A
prety iittle place and mills of all kinds most grist aills
and A wolling Factory anu cother notiocns we went cown to Cedar rapics
and baked some hard brezd we bought A barrel of flour and.
took it to the rapias anc baked wost of it to take with
us across the plains to save buying it at canesville and we
stayed one day at the Taplas as it was A rainy day ana we
had A setling up wme d4nd wy partners and frank Aldiuge did
not want to allow me for my waggon till I got to California
he said he had not money envugh but + knew he lyed I thought
we should have to have A spiit up I told him I could not
trust him for A waggon till I got to California he might
take his tean of my waggoﬁ if he could not pay for it but
when I tallked
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I got A Store keeper

in the rapicds to recon up cur accounts ang 8¢ he paic the

bill some 20 thit we had traded fork pork anc such like and
thep Ve tfaveled on together but L wont like the man at all
because vhen A man lies to we once I cant place much confidence
in him the seconé time but enocugh of that

Saturday 17 we crossed the river at cedar raplas they have

A very good ferry A rope ferry but the rope his made of

aggon

wire they charged us 80 cents only for team and w
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and men then we traveled about 19 miles the road was prety
bad full of A kinc of Springs and soft we broke A chain
and A ring to day it his the worst luck I have héd since
we left home frank and the old man broke the waggon tongue
out before I catched uleith thew anc they put A new one
in whilst we laid up at Willises to night we camped out
for the first time as we coulc not get in A house very well
and we bought A little hay and made sur own house and slept
in the waggon
Sunday 18 we drove about 15 miles and camped about two
miles from Meringo .

Monday 19 we drove about 12 miles and crossed the iowa
river and camped it his only A sﬁall river they charged
cents -
/4 I
iuesﬁay éO wé drove 13 miles and cauped we afe all well
viednesday £1 we drove about 19 miles and camped the
weathef his cool but fine there his no grass yet but we
are looking very anxiously for it as we have to buy hay
rass

nee nma wa Aw
ces Come we GF

ct 12

i - ay
about 17 miles to day across A prarie where there was no

timber nor house

Saturday £3
Thursday 22 we camped 2t newton and e drove about 10
‘miles and crossed the indian crick and fed our cattle hay
and laid up till
Saturday 24 I have made A mistake in notdateing right so

I will let this day go
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Sunday 25 we camped at doctor bruckoseszbout noon and stayed
over niéht | |
Monday £6 we are laying up at doctor Bruckoes to day as one
of-the old mans oxon his lame we want to doctor him scome
ana we went about A mile ana bought about 15 bushels of corn
and shelled it to staod us to the bluffs us we expect it
will be high to the bluffs from here and so we found it
some paild as high as A aollar whilst we only paid 30 cents
so that lasted us through that country
rc%e to fort Desmoins there is no fort there
but it his quite A 1little Village there we have £ ferrys
one as we .ent into desm-.ins and another as we went ocut I
believe we paid 70 cents at ocne and 50 at the other we
bought several little n.tlons at Fort Desmoins A little

bacon and one thing or another to many to mention we drove

about 10 miles and camped

Wednesday 28 we drove about 1£ miles ana camped on account

of ouf lame ox we are now in sadison County Iowa we are
traveling up what they call the three river country
Thursday 29 vwve are sﬁill in the dame,ﬁlace laying up on
account of our lame ox we'héve turned cur cattle out on the
river bottom to get their own living but we give them A
little cornryet it looks prety gréeﬁ but we cant travel

much on grass yet but we shunt buy any wmore hay the old

man and I vent out into the woocs across the river to hunt
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A little but we found nothing here his the best timber we
pave seen of some time since we left Wisconsin here his

A prety tolerable gooC sugar bush and the rest of the timber
his mostly cotton wood Iowa his poorly timbered where we
fraveled through ana along this evening A man came along
with A load of hay and we traded our lame ox of to hiw for
A sound one but he was very poor we'traded even A fat
lame one for A poor sound one but he appeﬁrs to be A very
good traveler and A good leader

Friday 3V we traveled about 18 miles we past through winterset
Village it his rather small and not much business done I -
think never will be we traveled across A large prarie

to day with no wood but we came to A lone house about A
mile from the .o0ad and they sald we should not get to wood
that night so we bought 5 cents worth and toock along and
camped besides A slew on the prarie the graés his rather
poor but they have to pick as there his no hay through this
. country we had A very strong wind to day and right A head
it was hard traveling

Saturday 31 we traveled about 12 miles and camped as we
had got of the prarie to a patch of timber and we have
snother prarie to go 25 miles across so we . .cook here and
take a little wood with us '
Sunday i of may the wind blew very hara in the forepart of

the day but it vent down and we had A fine day we lald up
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man boyer went cut and killed A deer and sola part of it
and we ezt part of it ana left part in the woods as it would

not keep Agrest while we are now about 100 miles from the

" bluffs

Monday £ we had consideruble rain last night but wve vas
quite comfortable as we had A good place to camp this his
A road that turns to the left when you cross the crick it
his not so much traveled as the other so we have plenty of
wood grass and water but we had one prety bad crick to
eross it was only about 5 feet wide but as guick as an ox
steped in he went down to his belly but after A while we
made out to get over by getting the cattle over first then
runing the waggon in by hand then itching on with chains

we made about 14 milés and cawuped alone

Tuesday % we made about 2U miles we came into the old road

again where there his from 20 to 30 waggons wostly along

in A string and I expect they will get thicker every day
till we get to fhe bluffs to aay we crossed cammed[?]
crick

Wednesday 4 we made zbout 18 miles the day was cocl and
good for traveling and we have prety good grass now for the
cattle they can fill them prety well to cay we past
through A place called inaian town and there was cuite A

little river tc ford it his B or 10 rods wide but not very
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deep
Thursday 5 we wade about 20 wiles ané it rained and blew
prety hard and we had A ferry to cross by A saw mill I
did not learn the name of the plice we ferryed 2 yoke and
the waggon across and the other 4 yoke we forued we itched
about 30 yoke together and then A man rode in on horse
back till he got the leaders across then they had all to
follow .1t was A prety bad place where the cattle droped
dovn so as they had to swim but we crossed without any
difficulty

an

Friday 6 we made about 12 miles and the weather was prety

.

warn so that the cattle wmost all lolled and we caue to A
crick that the water was prety high so that we could not
cross so we like hundreds more had to lay up till the water
went down it went down by wmorning andé we all put in and
built the bridgé and went along here at this crick we saw
the first Indians |

Saturday 7 we made about 11 miles to Hanesville wher we
laid up to fix A little we got there zbout 12 6 clack
Hanesville his prety well filled up with Californians

tents stuck up on both sides of the roaa going out and
coming in some gambling and soume one thing and some another
Kanesville his about 8 or 10U miles from what they call

the bluffs or traders point

Sunday 8 the day was very fine and frank and I went down

P

o s oA e B Wt i
1 il e 21

¢ e et AR e A i, R . e . T

e e R . SRS

Gitan s




T A R R S e A S A S R APt et 3 - —

~5g-
to the bluffs to see what we coula get flour for and the

steam boat was Just A coming up but she did not make flour

any cheaper as she had freight mostly for California pas-
sengers' they asked from 10 to 12 collars A barrel so vie
did not buy any aqd this evening I went to meecting we have
our team now in the flats below Kanesville where there his
prety good graés we camp right beside the road most
Eonday.e we are stili cémped about A4 mile ocut of the
village and to day we bought 260 pounus of flour af 6 per
hundred and we bought 4-gallons of vinegar and some sugar
and some other motions and to day I went cown to the
middle ferry and I saw cross and several others from our

towvn and I got in with them to cross when they did in

‘their company as we have got cur outfit prety much

Tuesday 10 1t his & fine day and ve are still camped in
the same place to day we have been bying A Tew more fhings
for the trip Apples and one thing or another

Viednesday 11 ve packed up this morning and started for

the ferry and Just as we started we came across A man by

“the name of tamuel Fox from Beloit Visconsin and he

wanted us to let him put con 515 cattle and go through
with us but we aggreed like this he was to sell his
oxen to us for 14Y and give us what he had towards his
outfit and we take him throﬁgh for 80 wollars and pay to

him 80 dollars when we got through to Californiz anc we
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have A chance to dispose of the cattle he paid us the 60
dollars by the way of the cattle he turned out the cattle
to us at Kanesville-before we started and we paid A part of
the 80 dollars in Kanesville we weqt down to the ferry and
camped ready to take our turn at the ferry when we can get
it so there his 5 iﬁ our waggon and 6 yoké of good cattle
to cross the plains
Thursday 12 the wind blows so strong that they cant ferry
this forencon but it went down so as they crossed A few in
the Afternoon I have heard of two deéths up to this date
the ferry boat sunk and one man was drowned and the other
man was Tun over as he was going down to the miudle ferry
¢rossing a small bridge he was iptoxicated
Friday 13 the wind blows so h.rd to day tﬁat they did
not ferry any till about 4 in the Afternoon when they put
on 5 yoke of oxen and tied them to the railing and started
out they no sooner got into the currant when it wheeled the
boat into A snag and sunk the boat there was 7 or 8 men
on and they all scrambled up on the edge of the boat to
save themselves and on stumps and trees that was where
the boat upsat the oxen was yoked up so they had to swim’
with the yokes on and cne yoke had A part of the ralling
tied to their heads which kept them from swiming good
and the owner of them jumped in after them to cut them

loose but the currant was so rapid that he could not catch
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up with them but they broke of the railing aud swaum Out

but I thought certain they would arownu they was heels up

and all shapes till they broke loose from the railing

Saturday 14 we hauled up our stakes this morning and started

for the lower ferry as they had so much bad luck at the
middle ferry I had been =2t the 15wer ferry last sunday

and got booked for my turn and it was just come when we

got there so we swam ur cattle across the ulssuria with A
skift 2 yoke at A time we got ocur cattle over but we could
not get the waggon over as 1t was dark so the old wan and

I stayed with the cattle and Frank and fox stuyed with

the waggon there hzs been three boaots sunk at the mid-

dle ferry this seéson and unly one wman drovwnd

Sunday 15 the wind blows prety hard to day so that ve
could pot get our waggon across they did not ferry much
all day so the old man and 1 are watchlng the cattle on

the other side of the river yet

Mondaf 17 +this morning we have got our waggon across the
river we was detaineé about 8 1-2 days at the river be-
fore we could get ascross we started out about 10 miles.and
camped and we joined A company called the bestown company
calculateing to cross the plains with them about 12 waggons
in the company and about 30 men we saw A consideréble
many indians to day some with ponys and some without and

the grass his A very gobd now for the cattle and there his
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about 100 waggons camped here to nlght
Tuesday 18 the road his very good we made about 20 miles
and camped
Viednesday 19 to day the road his prety good and we got to
Elk horn river and we could not cross the ferry till about
100 waggons crossed Ve crossed just at night and swam the
cattle over as the river his narrow put prety aeep and
swift we did not get camped £111 about 11 clock that night
as one of our companys vaggons got mired anc we had to help
get them out 1t his about two days drive from Counsil
Bluffs at the lovwier ferry to Grive to Elkhorn river
Thursday £V 1t was A very fine day and ve had first rate
road and it his A very fine country of land here on the plat
river bottom Vit appears to be very good soil we have had
A little timber till to day we have not much we made about
18 miles and camped 3
Friday £1 it was A rainy day but we got startea and traveled
about 1V miles and camped whels we had plenty of wood and
river water the country his Very level and prety along this
part of the river
Saturday £2 we made about 22 piles anc owing to the rain
yesterday we had prety bad wheeling and ve had £ prety bad
cricks to cross but ve had no trouble as we had & yoke on
they ﬁost reach across all fhe bad places there was 2 or 3

teams got stuck we ecrossed shell Crick about noon it was
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dark when we camped to night but the Qay'ﬁas fine
Sunday £3 we was calculateing to lay up.to day but we.
have no vwood here much so wé droﬁe about 12 miles to Loup
fork and we got ferryed across by sun down but we swam our
cattle without any difficulty they charged us & dollars A
wagon we might just as vell have kept up the river zng
foréed it as to paid 3 QOliars as I went up the river and
saw them ford it anu they haé no trouble
Monday £4 me.itched_up and drove about A mile to where
there wzs plenty of wood water and grass and laid over‘all
day and ve washed sowe and over hauled .ur waggon aired the
things and stiréd'them up that they might not spoil on our
hands 7
Tuesday &5 we cGrove about 17 miles and camped we had
prety good road plenty of wood and water
Vednesday 26 we drove 18 or 20 miles and camped beside A
small lake on the easﬁ sice of the rond but about 80 rods
before we came to that lake there his an excelant spring
which we Gid not find till aftcr we had got camped. but we
fetched‘our water from it to use it his about £ wiles
right on the road from Loup fork river vhere they ford the
river wood wés prety scarce but there his ;lenty where
they ford the river the ford his abcut 25 miles up the
river from the ferry we had A prety fine cay

Thursday £7th we made about 17 miles and camped but we had
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no wood nor no water except water vwe dug for in msrsh
anc the ro«d was prety heavy and crocked it was prety sandy
which made it heavy and we had several slues to cross to day
Friday 8. this forencon the road his bluffy and singy which
makeélt prety héavy vheeling this Afternoon the roads was
bettser and we crossed prarie crick and then from thatﬁifour
miles we crossed another swall crick then ve‘had prety good
road we arove about 4 mile of the Toad and campel but we
had co go about A mile for wood we had cught to tock wood
from Lup fork forﬁing place to stand to wood erici which
his 35 miles we had plenty of grass as there his A large
flat here on the river bottom we made about 20 miles to day
Saturday 28 we haa A very fine day and very good road we

made about 15 miles and cawped Wwe crossed wood crick to day

" and there his plenty of wood and water for several miles

beydnd wood Crick

' Sunday 3Y we arove about 6 miles but we dic not start till

about £ clock in the Afternoon we then cawped this day I
saw our village boys from Hanghetville cross and mead unc. Cifert
and several others they was laying up till tomorrow on ae-

count of the guide speaking of no water but there was water

that the teams could get so we drove on and we found water

in the low glaces
#onday 31 vwe made abou% 15 miles ana camped ve had 4 prety
warm Gay ana gooa roads and plenty of wood water ana grass

we have had generaoly on this platt river plenty of feed and
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wood and water
Saturday June 1 1t his A very pleasant cay énd there his
tuesday ’ "
plenty of places along here to get wood ve made about 15
miles to day and we crossed elm Crick abeout noon then ve
drove of the roédlécme ¢ or 4 miles to grass and camped
Wednesday & we drove about 15 miles and it hnis A prety
warnm day to day we saw three graves emigrants that was
burried this year it his right where the rcaa strikes
the river to day we met 2 or & waggons return back with
some 8 orrlo childrer and A woman their fathers had died
and the widdews husband had died and they turned and went
back they was from Indiana the disease appears to be.
diarea and Cholera my health has been veury good up to this
time which 1 feel very thankfull for -
Thurs<ay & last night about 10 or 11 clock it commenced
raining and I have heard of folks telling about plat river
8torms been hard ones and this was for certain it thundred
and lightened and Blew and rained I think full harder
than I ever saw it 1t blew most of the tents down it
blew ours down and we lay in bed under it till we was
most like drowned rats and all the bed clothes as wet as
could be then it kept ralning on ana the cld man and I
stood up and held the one end of the tent up and it blew
and poured down and we held the tent up tc keep the

thundering big drops of-us but our cattle did not run
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away as folks says they will in such storms we found them
all right next mornig except two or three of them had
scatered of A mile or so but we found them without much
trouble we rolled cut and mace about £0 miles to day but
the road was prety heavy owing to the rain that fell last
night there his plenty of grass but wood rathcr scarce
but there his.plenty of buifaloo chips which makes A prety
good fire
Friday 4 it his_A very fine day and we nade about 18 miles
and to day we saw some 6 graves that was made this year
and L camped besice skunk crick we travel most to the
river along here sowmetimes to it then of again but we have
not much vwood along here
Saturday 5 we made abouf 15 miles we crossed iysterus.
Crick about noon then we past the two excelant Springs
as they are called and they are very large springs and very
good'watef indeed they are I think they are the largest
I ever saw and the water boils out very prety znd clear
the ground his most level it his but A small ravine wh
the Springs are we past along A few mlles and camped but
we have no wood and we do not expect any for 200 miles
and to day we have past 6 new graves to day and it his
supposed it his emigrants thit has crossed from the South
side of plat to the north thaf nis dieing of so much as

. . .‘:l
there has A great many crossed within a few days that they
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die with the diarea and cholera that appears to be the
disorder

Sunday 6 we are laying up and resting our teams ana bakeing
as we expect to have no more wood for 200 miles the morning
was cloudy but the day turned vut to be fine and there was
lots of teams past us and to day we saw some folks from

lake wills brown was one that ovwned the g&ist mill down

to prats he said they hac burried haukins from lake Mills
Monday 7 we made about £3 miles the road was good this
forenocon and in the Afternoon we had very heavy sandy

bluffy roads we crossed some 2 or three nice little cricks
to day one was called bluff crick the day was cool and
fine and we saw 12 new graves to day

Tuesday 8 L think we have had the heaviest rogés to dav
that we have had since we left Council blufs it was bluffy
and very sandy and to day we past several Springs of good
water we camped to night about A mile from duck Crick the
roads was very héavy but we made about 20 miles as_the day
was prety coél we past to day seven more new graves
Wednesday 9 the road was prety good and we past rattle
snake Crick to day and Cedar bluffs Cedér bluffs his A

few scat ering Cedars cn the opposite side to us on the

" South side of the plat we dont see much game along here

but there his plenty over the bluffs from the road ve see
antelope and wolfs once A wnile there his buffaloo Plenty

of from the road to day we met several going back home

ot =

T AL b et

B —



~

=5T=
with their teams on account of thea loosing sowe of their
company by death to day we past 9 new graves we made about
10 miles to day and camped

Thursday 10 to day we made 18 miles and we had plenty of
good water as we crosses several clear nice Cricks of

water the roads was heavy in the forenoon but in the

 Afterncon they was prety good but we have I think the

poorest grass that we have had since we left liissouria
river to day we met A team that was going to the States
and he took letters E?ck for emigrants that wished to send
back he charged ;;F ’ . A letter we cfossed Castle
river to day it bhis clear good water and it his 8 or 10
rods wide and good crossing not deep

Friday 11 the rcad his good ana feed prety jpoor all’
along here to day we can see lots of teams on the other
side of the river tﬁatiappears to be on their road to the
gold country to day we made about EU miles

Setgday U8 we D8 iy mosh of e day on wensuid of
sickness we had A man by the name of John Christian in
our company took sick with the Cholera he was unvell
friday night and Saturday by 4 clock In the Afternoon he ﬁas
burried he had been takeing the names down in A small
meﬁorandam book of all the emigrants that had died he
wants go to most every grave and lock at the head board
and take their name but after that the rest of generaly

went along past the graves as we thought he might have
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caught the diseasé by going to close to the graves after
we had burried him we itched up and arove about 7 miles and
camped he had some children left behind but no wife he was

A poor man working his passage through

Sunday 13 we had very poor grass where we camped last night

so we itched up ana drove about 6 or 7 miles to hdye
feed for the Cattle and while we %as going along we had two
more men of cur company took with the diarea and Chelera

one of the mens nume was Jeroam Buck he drove his team this
morning most to the camp ground and then he began to vomit
as he sat in his wa;gén and was very sick so the old man
Boyér arove his team for him to the camp ground about 2
miles and he was taken cut of the waggon and he begzn to
cramp and turn very black he had the Cholera very bad

he appeared to suffer very much but we did all the company

. pew how for hiu and the emigrants that past would c211 and

see him but thef said he was to farr gone and after we had
rubed him and given him medicine and such like he died after
suffering A great deal appearantly and was burrled on the
same day about.z or 4 clock on Sunday Afternoon he had A
wife and one child about 2 months old and an orphan girl
about 12 yeirs old that he haa took tc bring up ti1ll she
was of age and the widow was left with two cows and two of

the best and fatest yoke of oxen that I have seen on the

“road and the waggon .nd. provisions but she had no money as
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he had none when he left the bluffs he pald his ferrying
at Lupe fork with Indian meal out of his waggon we laid up
here all day on account of fox been sick two he had the
diarea prety bad and vouited prety bad but 4 think he will
get well as we got him medicine in season and i1t seems tTo
help him 1t his called the old ancient bluffs here where
we are laying up as therelhis to the right scwme very old
.looking bluffs called the old ancient bluffs and I think
they are named right as 4 think they imitate some old
ancient place or other and the widow Missis Buck his golng
along with the Company to California as it his all the way
she can do the Company helps her along crives for her

and takes care of her team

Monday 14 we started cut this wmorning prefty early and
made about 18 miles we camped prety early owing to A storm
arising our sick man fox seems some better he rode all day
and a,pears to be gaining 1t was A good day to crive and
good roads and ccol

Tuesday 15 we made about 18 wiles we nooned opposite

what his called the chimney rock it his A‘rock on the
South side of the platt river which imitutes A high chimney
which we can see for miles before befere we come at it we
'had very good roads to day this Afterncon all our coumpany
started cn together and three of our waggons got A little

A head of the compuny and hr warsh was took sick with the
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Cholera'and the company crove of the road to the river where
‘they would get water and the three waggons that was A head
went Qn about 5 wiles farther and vhen we was A going along
we saw A man on A mule that belonged‘to our company A
young man. had gone ahesd to overtake another waggon that
vwas Ahead but he was took sick and he laid cn side cof the
road most dead with the Chclera we got him into the waggon
and drove dovn to water as quick as we could and camped
and give the young man medicine and rubed him and did all
we could for him we had to set up all night with him and
fox my health his good but I am very much exposed to taking
the Cholera as 1 do all 1 can for them set up with them and
rubs them when they cramp
sday 18 e three waggons that went about 5 miles shead
yesterday started out this worning with cur tvo sick men
and went sbout 8 miles and nooned cpposite the Scotts bluffs
and the rest of the company came along with the nevis that
they had burried “r warsh which was only tocok sick last
night that leaves us two widows now in our company each
with 2 children but widow warsh his with herjgister and

brother in lav anc has teams and cows she goes along vwith

“the company she felt very bad at loosing her husband znd

having to bury him withcut coffin wraped him in A buffaloo

skin and burried him ve made abeout 20 miles and caumped

the roads from Scotts bluffs zre first rute clear tc fort
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Laramie just before camjing time our young lan was very bad
with the Cholera and we with our waiggon with our sick man fox
thought best to cawp anc let the rest of the company go along
bat we thought best toc cauwp as our

with

as they seemed desirous
sick men specialy the young nan seemed prety bad so we

our waggon anc A man by the nanme of Starr that had the young

nizn- canped so as to help them and comfort them all we coculd
but we had not been camped more than an hour or so before

the young man aied then he was pburried right of and ve

itched up our team and arove to the rest of the conmpany after

gark so that makes 4 healthy locking men that we have burried
Thursday 17 we hid first rate roads to day and we wade

about £3 miles and canped A& 1little from the road where we
had plenty of wooa for-the first time for 20U miles but our
sick wan fox his ver, baa to night we have done all we Know

for hlm we have got the aiarea stuped an¢ he has not cramped

any this two last Qays but he was worse A great deal to

night and Starr and I his watching with him to night but

he cied about 11 clock and ve fixt him up A 1ittle and then
starr ana i went to bed that makes 6 healthy looking men

that we have burried fox his purried 20 miles before
reaching fort Laramy

Friday 18 this morning we burried fox # wan from Beloit
Visconsin thit Aldrige anc chér and Chadwick had fell in

company vith at Kanesville he had had some difficulty with
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his partner and they had ‘aivided so0 he wanted to go through
with us we took him in with us as be haé £ yoke of oxen
we bought ﬁim provisions and was to take his cattle and take
him throug and we let him have some woney at Kanesville
and we paid his doctor bill on the road now he has left
his cattle he was to give us 60 coilars for takeing him
through but he died he says he has 4 wife and 3 chilaren
in Beloit he saia his life was incured for 1000 dollars
to day we made about £0 wiles ana ciwped a blow the fort a-
bout A mile but the grass hié rather poor
Saturday 19 the teams started along and I took £ letters
back to the fort Laramy post office one for foxes wife
Beloit and one for my wife i overtook the teams about noon
it his the beéining of the mountains it his & big cays drive
from the fort over the black hills to the river again and
the road his very hilly and stuny this day was the vorst
on ocur catties feet that ve have had since we lef§ home 7
but there his A good spring of water in the hillS that
vould have been well for our teaams ;f ve had only drove
there that day but the grass was very poor
Suncay 2V we was ca;culateing to lay up to cay but we have
not much water -~ -~ .7 “. - or much griss so we dréve 12
or 14 miles ana camped “uere we had prety good water but
not much grass to night‘we camped alone as .the company took

A potion to go A little farther anc ve had get our cattle
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turned out and camped sé We would not move that night it
was A very fine day to day
lionday 21 it his = fine day but rather winuey we came to
where the coupany camped last night ané part of the coupany
had géne e and A part of thew vwas A laying up on account
of lissis lu:rsh had been rather unvell so the.company
has got about broke up as we traveled on we overtook Starr
one of our company and he has his family along so we traveled
along and left the rest of the company behind we he.r of
4 great deal of sickness behind
Tuesday £2 we drove about 15 miles the roads was-first
rate and there his only two teams of us together and best
of all my health hils very good '
hednesday 23 we made about 18 miles and cawped as the road
was some hilly to day but we had no difficulty we had
poor grass
Thursday 24 we had not very good grass last night so we -
drove about 5 miles then turned our cattle cut to feed
then we itched up again and it begah to rain so we drove
down to the river and laid up as it was rainy and our cattle
needed rest we camped alone as the other team h-d gone
aibng it was A very pleasant rain and nuch needed
Friday 25 we made about 18 miles the road was some sandy
and some h ine day to urive after yester-
days rain wve are in no coupany now so ve camp alone to

.night but there his plenty of caups all srcund us the grass
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his very poor snd we domt expect much for 70 miles as we
are told we shant have any by eamigrants returning howe

we are nov at the lust ferry on platt river where the emi-
grafion all comes together from the South Side of platt
river to the north and the grass his all prety well picked
of we have to arive our cattle of the road some ways to
feed my health his very good '

Saturday 26 we made about 15 miles roads some prety sandy
and some prety good we keep A crossing from the river over
hills and then dovn to the river again so we have plenty of
water and the weather his prety cool and good for céttle we
have not seen an ox have his tongue out with heat for more
than A week we meet Californians occasionly returning houe
with aules of the best guality

Sunday 27 vwe made .bout 18 wmiles we now leave the platt
river which wve have traveled on ilong side of forAlong vhile
we now left it to day we past some mountains thut the rocks
was red they looked ve;y pleasing to the eye and on the

hills was some swmall timber we dont appear to pay much

" respect to Sunday on this trip appeurantly on this trip e

camped vwith some other teams to night but ve had no water

t5 day for our cattle we had A4 very fine shower to day which
laid the dust

Monday 28 we made about 15 miles but we did not have any

water for our teams till non when we reached willow Springs

I bt o B, 5

LR it e 4

S PR

bzl




SRRy

=75
then we drove about 6 miles ang camped besides a very nice
brook of good water but Foor grass but cur cattle looks )
brety well yet aﬁd to day we hag another nice shower of rain
and my health his Very gocod _
Tuesday 29 we made about 16 miles Troads prety good gome
sancy and to day we hid znother rrety rain to day we past the

independance rock this Arterncon about S 0 clock and here

~ We strike A river not very large called the sweet vwater we

watered cur cattle and crove sbout 1 mile from the sweetwater
crossiﬁg and caw..ped here beside sveetwater vwas several
whiskey tents ang some bacon might be bought here us there
appears to be bacon for sale here independance rock his

the most wonderfull rock L ever Saw 1t his A very large
granit rock norairt on it at g1l very high but so flat that
People can run right up it andg g0 wost all over it ang there
his hundreds of names printed on in large ang Small letters
‘printed by euigrants on their roag to Calirornia ang Gie-
gon  to night we found our cattle about dark and we could
not find the tent ve had drove the cuttle by the tent and

we letrthem lay down then hunted for the tent and aftep

A whiie ve found it and Ve was glad .
kednesday 30 last night whilst we Was camped alonethere

wWas another team come ﬁp and Set their camp beside us so

We are traveling together to aay  to day we past the devilg

gate 1t lays about half A mile op the right hang side of
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the road 1 did not go to it but it his sweetwater river that
runs betwixt two high ..ountains which standas up prety sfraight
and the water has but & narrow place to run through and it
his called the devils gate 1 expected we should have prety
hard roads through by the devils gate and all along but
the road his first rate ana we have haé ana has yet either
wood or buifaloo chivs or sage roots.th:t we can burn prety
much all the way through this farr 1 believe. these mountains
that we are now traviling over kis cailea the snake mountains

the mountains here lays mostly on the right hand on the other

_side of the river and they appear to be wcstly rock here

and prety fell shattered wy health his good'and the rest
of the companyshis very good to aay we made about 15 miles
July 1 the road his some sandy to aay but-the day his cool
and ana fine for the cattle to travel there are sill
mountains ali along and to day we past some ten or twelve
dead oxen that had died right in the road they appeared as
they had drank alkaly water as they appeared to be swelled
to large for their skin and there ujjpeared as if there had
A barrel of water run out of their mouths which was of A
redish colour to day vwe forced sweet water crick three tiues
it was not bad fording if peojle was carefull ‘we haa no
difficulty at all we went through whhat his called the

pass and then drove about two miles anc camﬁed having prety

good grass to cay vwe made about twenty wmiles
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July 2 to day we forced sweetwater crick then traveled about
16 miles to the river again passing what his called the '
alkaly lake to the right and then traveling three wiles up
what his called the alkaly swaup passing A considerable many
dead cattle o¢n the road to day we he;rd of A murder behind
us it was A man from michigan he Wi;_fetching & wan through
with him and théy had A falling out some how and the man
that was bringing the other one tﬁrough got the cther to go
out A hunting with him appearantly in good friendship
the murdrer having A double barrell:d shot gun anc the
muraered hav;ﬁg 4 rifle anc the resﬁ of the company was
going 2long and when they got behind some mcuntzin or in A
lonely place the wman with the double barrelied shot gun
discharged cne barrell right in.the back of his head and the
other bafrell inte his back and killed him then returned and
overtook the company and they asked him wheré the other man
was and he saia he did not xnow ancd told where he saw bhim
last znd they vwent c¢n A A ways anc the man dic not come
back to the train so they began to mistrusf that something
had happened him so they stoped and made the man go back
anc show them where he sa% him last and as they was A going
he confessed and said he supposed he hiad killed him that
they got to fighting and he killed him he s2id he had to dec
it to defena himself but they examinéd'the wan ana zee how

he hac been shot and how he had been beaten with the but of
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the gun after he was shot they found him guilty and they
put two waggon tongues up together and fastened them and
hung him till he was dead and his wife and one 5r tvo chilaﬁen
was along and some of his wifes brothers she went along
through with her brothers ﬁo California Spne haa his team
anc eveerhing he had 5 or 6 good horses this was near the
devils gate where he where he was hung made them use the
waggon tongues there his no trees along here so it seems

there his law on the plains and as we cawe along on A place

we heard of A man been killed ana also his son it was on A
low plece of land where we are about leaving platt river for

good when we came there we heard of this murder but c¢id not

7 stop nor pay much attention to it but after traveling on

A day or two there came some men along past us ana told us
that A company had come élong where the murdered man and
his son was and they knew them and they had seen his team
A going back with some frenchmen or A kind of indians
driving I met them myself and spoke of them as having
emigrants caftle and waggon and thinking I had seen then
before somewhere on the road so this company that knew the
man started of back after these frenchmen thinking that they
had murdered the man anc took his team but it was not so
the frenchuen told them that they had bought the team and
that the man had gone back to the States that they had

bought the cattle and waggon of so they clexring theuselves
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and the company I suppose knowing who it was that was with the
man and his son going through to California they went back in
search of him and found him brought him back anu found that he
had cut their throats and throved them behing an ola log or
some bushes and sold their team ang started back for the states
‘but they caught him andé there been trees handy here he was

hung and left there aﬁd there was A board put up of the murder
and he was left hanging in the tree and there was A board put
up saying fresh meat for sale I dig not see either of these
murders but L believe that it vas actualy true as I saw the
team A going back myself and I was told by men that come along

and saw them

Saturday & we crossed the river three times in the forenoon

waggons vent in to go across togetner one

in one crossing two
wanting to cross before tihe other and one team turned on
tovarc the bank cn the Cpposite side ana turned the waggon

upside down throwing their srovisions all in the vater they
got prety much all cut been some what wet I jumped on one
of cur oxen and drove across without any aifficulty the country

to day appears to be almost A aesert as there his nothing

" much but sage bushes anu sand to aay there vas A buffaloo

chase-by some hunters which caume up to the road vhere the
emigration was traveling along anc they seeing him coming had
their guns ready and he hag 4 good many balls :ut into him

which brought him cown I eat some of his beef to day for
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the first I ever ate in my life and to day we saw snow away
of at A large distance on the mountains to day we camped
about 10 clock on the banks of sweet water river and laid
up till the next day we are now about forty eight cays
drove }rom Counsill bluffs there his A great many teams
past us to cay whilst we are laying up our company his all
well
Sunday 4_ we drove sbout 16 miles we drove about 6 miles
on sweetwater bottoms anc then left the river and crossed> - i
over & hilly and very stony road for about 4 miles
we camped about one mile before reaching Strawberry Lrick

and to day we saw about £V dead cattle on the road last

night 1t was very cool we had quite A heavy frost there

was ice on the water

@onday 5 we made about 18 wiles ané campea near what his
éalled the South pass this his A very poor part of the =
Country gﬁrgrass cur cattle appears to be A falling away

some and to day L was on A snow drift from 8 to 10 feet

deep I eat snow and I snow balled some on the rockky
mountains on the 5 day of July 1852 to day we forded the
sweet water river again for the last time we have forded
this river now nine times backwuirds and fOrWeré Just as

the road goes it his n.t bad fording any place if people be
carefull and gentle with their teaws we now leave 0ld

sweet water the roads are first rate

Tuesday 6 to day we passed ﬁhat his called the pacifie
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Springs this his sald to be the place vhere the water begins to
run the other way into the pacific Ocean it his nothing more
than any Spring in A kind of A wet placean miry souwe like
our Marshes in Wwisconsin the roads still are very good we
crossed what his called dry sandy it was cry enough there
‘ little
drove about 22 miles to what his called sandy where we found
3 little sandy his
plenty of water as bzg as quite A stream it was very dark
little )
when we got to big sandy and it was A very rainy night we
just took.the yokes of the cattle and let them go as we could
scarcely see them and we got some sticks and struck up A
1ittle fire in A little tin stove ef or rather sheet iron
stove and made A cun of tea and there fixt and lay down till
morning and we past quite A number of dead c.ttle to day
Viednesday 7 we left little sandy this worning and arove abrut
8 wiles and camped with Condys Company frow Visconsin I be-
lieve they call the river we are camped on big sandy we laid
up here till the company Started next day and Condys company
getting the start of us this Horning owing tc us getting in
g0 late last night Condys Cowpany got their team up and got
started just as the old man ana I started cut a2fter our cat-
tle as we expected we could get thew in A few ninutes as we
had been with them till the breakfast was ready ve vent to
gat breakfast and léft the cattle and after breakfust frank
ana his wife hurrying ;hd pulling up the tent and putting the
dishes away as usual been in 4 very great hurry to catch up

with Condys company the old man and I goes after the Cattle

s e

AL L s

(s

bikh LR

s i

LA S B s

s




Rl

-Bo-
right where we left them anu they was nct there we looked
round and we saw them A mile or more of ﬁell we haa to go
after them which threw us very léte back to the waggon with
the Cattle andé After the old man and I going after the Cattle
when we got back frank was very wrathy and began to jaw us
round like two prentice boys and hurrying us and fussing and
I had A yoke in wy hand fixing the bow key he came like any
wrathy boss would and pluckea the yoke cut of my hand jawing
and saying very provokeing woras and wanted to kmnow if I was
going to be all day about it when 4 thought I was on an
average smart encug to put thfeé yokes on to his putting oun
two well this did not suilt uwe nor the old man we came prety
near pitching on him we had A régular jaw well ve aggreed
to divide of him so and so and then vwhen it came to it he
would not do it so we got started again in perfect hatred
as neithef the éld wan nor I liked his company so we catched
up with conays company as they only went to big sandy 8
mlles and camped
Thursday 8 we are traveling now along with Condys Conpany
from Wisconsin called the Badger Boys the roads.ils very
good to day sna fine for the cattles feet we wade about 1?
uiles tc day and camped on the side of sandy river here the
road crosses the river and goes to Salt lake but here to the
right we go down the river to green river to the lower ferry
but some of our company went on to Salt lake with their

horse teams and calculates to meet us aguin where the roads
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comes together again the road t
teams his called Sublets cut of
Fricday 2 we drove wown to green river to aay to the lower
ferry it was about 12 or 14 miles from sandy river where
we camped last night the roads was good and prety good
grass here frank one of our partners had been makeing A
bargain with Condy unknovn to the old man and me to Jjoin
éondys Company so vhen we got. to the river frank comes up
with another viaggon anc says come lets aivide the provi-

sicns I am A going with Condys Company but we told him to

hold on he had got to settle with us first bout he fetched

condy up and was going to take things ocut of the waggon
but we told Condy that he was not A going to takeing
things out of our waggon we told him we thought he was
more man than that so he szid he wanted nothing but vhat
was right so vie showed him our accounts ana we had some
considerable due us but they was walting to ferry cur

waggon so we ferryed the river anda the old man said he

tomorrow Green river his Considerable of A river it his
about 80 or 30 rods wide nice clesr water there his A
goot rope ferry here some swam their cattle but wve

ilttle

s

ferryed ours I hearu of scue fording this river

above where ve ferryed

Saturday 1V vwe left the river this werning and drove about
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i0 miles and laia up Ior to aay and fest our teams here
there his wood cn the river bottom and sage vwood on the
road we was going to camp on the river bottom but the
misquetoes wzs so thick that we could not stanc it and
whilst we was laid up we aiviaed our prévisions and our
cattle and frank joins conuys Company condy had A light
waggon that he calculated to leave so he let frank and his
wife have it to go through with and then Condy his to have
the waggon égain when they get through frank tock the
smallest Yoke of Foxes Cattle as the largest yoke one of
them vas lame so the old ‘man Boyer and I tock the largest
yoke we doctored him up anda he scon got well
Sunday E? the ola man and I starteg out this morning with our
three yoke of oxen we saved the ﬂaggon box of sowe and
coupled it up shorter anﬁ'only haveing the half of the
provisions and half the team it scems to go A great deal
better as we have nc hard feélings amongst us we
could not aggree before so I think ve did well to divide
of we traveled part of the day with an Oregon Ccmpany
and this Afterncon thdys Company catched up with us that
and we zall camped together at the
foot of A large hiil where we have prety good grass ang
good spring water we mace about 15 miles to cay we had
A very nice shower of rain to day we can see sncw away of on
the mountains the veather his prety varm along here

hondéy 12 it his A prety warw cay and we have had prety
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hilly rcoads to day we past over several hills and through
several Valleys the road was prety hara to aay on the
Cat.les feet we made about 14 wiles and cauped on Hams
Crick where vwe have prety good grass and rlenty of water and
some ory willows for fuel
Tuesday 13 we having good grass here ve have concluded to
lay up to day on hams Crick anc rest cur teams there his
considerable many indians on this Crick and they have A
good many horses and poneys which locks very well as they

asre fat +he
are IaxT e

2 ey
horses there his some french men zwongst the Indlans and
they trade A good deal with the indians and with Emigrants
the indian squaws makes 4 good many moggesons here ana sells
to emigrants there wus some two or three squaws rode up to
our camp to day Gressed of and beaded of very nicely they
had A bay horse about as prety an animal as I ever saw I
visited A géod many of the indian tents to day the emigrants
tr.ded lead and povder and guns or any thing for moggisons
and deer skins and'such like h;re his fish in this Crick
the old man shot cne and we est him he was very good there
his A good many goossbarries on this Crick ve stued some

up ana sweetened them which made prety good siuce we had A
nice shower to day

_Vednesday 14 this liorning we Itched up cur teams ana got
uwost re#dy to start when an Affray took place betveen

Holusted and D Dunumore Holmsted hau been watching the

cattle so consequently he was not at breakfast till the
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cattle was érove up to yoke then Holusteuad went to eating
breakfast whilst the rest ;ovked up and Lunmore an Holuwsted
was A quarreling prety hard the swore prety hard at one
another ana finaly Lunmore pitchéd un to holustead whilst
sat eating breekfast in the tent anc they was A scuffling
together in the camp about A minute and when they hac just
left of one another Lunwore said ‘that holmstead had stabed
him and he reguested us to get scuething cut of hié valice
in the waggon to keep him frow fainting as he hau stabed
him he then laid down on the grcund as he was onl& Just
feeling the effects of it we asited hin where he wggd
stabbed him and he put his hand on kis belly but did not say
anything <then we unbuttoned his pan
and sure encugh he had had the knife in his belly his
belly aid ﬁot bleed any but the bloocd was out of his mouth
as he had bileed inwvar
15 minutes then he was burried and the train went along
as they was all itched up reuady to start before the Affray
took place none of us see hiw stabed as they did it
in the scufal as Holmstead was eating breakfas vhen Dunuore
pitched on to him consequently he used his xnife that hé
was eating with they had haa other disputes before but
this put an end to it *®olmstead was wallking zbcut to and
fro about 5 or 4 rods frem the camp L went to hin and

asked him hov he felt about stabing him and I teld
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hin he was dead he said he would give all the werlc

o most if
it bad not happened but he said it was done and it could not
be helped some was angry at him and others was in favour of
him but he said that they might do whatever was right with
him sc th company concluded to drive on that Gay until the
excitement vwas over and hive A trizl of it toworrow he did
not want to get away but went along same és the rest of the
Company Dunwoore has left 4 wife ana three children in
Illincis Holmstead and Dunmoore fas neighbours in Illinbis
Dunmore had hired his pasagé with holmstead Just as we
leave haws Crick vhich his in a valley we go up A very
steap hill and it his A4 good ways up to the top we hac so
prety good h.ils té day almost straight up ana down. e
traveled to day from hams Crick to bear river whis 31 miles
it took us till ten or eleven clock at night thefe ﬁis
plenty of grass and water along here vwe drove to farr to day
6;t we calculate to lay up tomorrcw to have the trial
Thursday ig Concys Company his A laying up to day to

have the trizl of hoimst€ad which came of about Z clock this
Afternoon but Boyer and itched up cur team and started cut
and drove about 3 miles .p beir river and camped along with
some men that had been A traveling with Condys Company but
would not travel with thew any longer on account that they

did not like to travel with holmstead because he had killed
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Dunmoore some of them stayed to hear the trial that had hofses
to ride so they came up to the Camp and told us that the Jury
had Cleared him has he was fighting in self defence the Jury.
was out of another train and the witnesses out of Concys train
they had 4 fair trial and the Jury was smart intelligent
men we had & prety smart shower of rain to day there his
some Indians along here which appear to be quite friendly 1I
visited several of their caups to day fhey had some buffaloo
skins wolf skins an such like and they had A large Owl alive
that they had tomed but they kept him fast by A small Cord to
his leg ‘

th 3 , :
Friday 16 to day we Orossed » stream called thomases fork
it hls A stream some 6 or 8 roas wide and emptys into bear
river here was A bridge across this river which they taxed us
one dollar A waggoen we cculd have crossed it A little lower
down but we haa rather pay than go lover dovn and ford it the
roads has been prety hilly to cay and we hac A fine shover of
raln we made about lﬁlmiles to day and Camped on bear river
Saturday 17 we have traveled up this valley about 18 miles
it his very good road this his & beautifull valley there
his snov on on the tops of the mcuntains which looks very
Pleasing to the eye up bear river valley his several small
Orické of good cold water 'Crosses our path which dont come
amiss ‘we came to bear river agzain and camped on its banks

there his good gruss all the way up this valley

Sunday 18 there his any :uantity of teams along here and
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there his some traders along here that wants to get all
the lame Cattle they can which they calculate to get prety
cheap ana to day ve past the soda Springs
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