The Diary of Jos. C. Buffum

Pittsburgh, PA
Sept. 13", 1849
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%1, Sab. C0old and blustering. Went %to Church.

Jan. 1, 1849, Pretty cold. 2nd, Very cold. Snow
drifts, went visiting Capt, Gleasons,

3, Returned home, Very gold and wind blowing.

4, Went to Keene, visited at lir. Harts. Cars commenced
running to Bellows Falls, 5till very cold.

6, Very eold. Left home in the evening to take the
Coach at 1 o'elock in the night at Col. Barkers. Played
gards till the stgge cane .
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gsn. 6, 1849. Left Westmorelanli at 1 o'clock AJM, with

my wife for Hanover, reached iWalpole & past £, Charlestown
12 miles % past B 4.M. Claremont 10 miles, Windsor 10
miles 10 o'cloek. Sebanon at 1 o'clock 2.M, Took the
Pasumpsic cars % past 2 P.M, for Horwich, Vt,, 4 miles,
and arrived at Hanover. Still cold but rather moderating.
Paid fare 2 seats to walpole $1.00,to Lebanon $4.50, to
NHorwich $0.20, to Hanover $0.50. Took supper with lLr.
Hibling, He is making arrangements to go to California

in the spring.

Sabbath 7. Comd keeping house., Weather milder. Rather short,
for money Just at this time expecting it every day, however,
and my oredit is good here. There arxe only about a dozen
gtudents here at the present. I have juat commenced to
gtudy French, Prof, Brown tutor. It remmins very cold up

to oat. 13, Having hardly thawed this month. Weather
moderates some. Comd, L0 sleet in the evening,

sebbath 14, Rained in the morn, Cleared offAt 9 o'clock.
Very pleagant snd warm, Very windy P.i, and cooler.
Listened to Prof. Samnborn in A.M. to; Rev, Richards P.H.
3enborn's discourse was upop sabbath schools, very
interesting snd rather poetical.
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20, Met with the Calafornias a, T. & i, Co., at the Dartmouth
Hotel., They have elready met twice but have not yeb

formed n company., Bubt they having obtained the requisite
number 2B. I was elected one of the Directaa of the
Company. I had for a long time folt the influence of the
tide of enterprise setting towards Cal. and the flatterinyg
prospects in that section of our country. I devoted all

the time I could spare from my recitations to informing
myself on the state of the country, its produstions,
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~ineral wealth, etc., but had not yet net with & proper

_ gportunity to g0. 1t geemed UO WE that a company of this
Kind would meet my wishes exactly. Pherefore my wife being
willing 1 joined this company. The compaly effected bub
1ittle this evening except recelving signatures. Phe bonds
to be given & week from tonight. The. principal sub ject of
discussion is how apall we ralse & gufficient fund %0
procure provisions ehd/ to ship them via Cape Horn.
Adjourned. Heather stlll 8eveIrst. '

53, Directors met at ilr. Hiblings to consider the mabter
of raising fuwnds. Made up 8 report of no Progress. WeatheT
milder. d

o4, Thaws and raing, Snow going fagb. Waiting with great
anxiety for 8 jetter from Wy brother ab Pittsburgh in
relation %O drawing some of my sunds from him to carry me
to C, and also for my present use; being very short indeed
naving expected SOme long before thig. 1 have written
twice to him during the past week. 1 have read with grealb
pleasure Kendall's Ssnte Fe expedivion as also Calle’
smory's account of Gen.Kearney's expedition agal nst ¥he
glta Calafornia in 4%, and also against New Mexic¢O.

o7, We had another Cal, meeting. Voted to pay in $400
inatead of $200 instead of raising a fund by hire as mon ey
__ 8 scarce and cnnnot be got except at great jnterest and
the Co. are opposed %o gelling shares a8 proposed ab

to expire in one year.

Feb, 3. californians Gale togetner agnin and some pave their
notes. <The Cash ©0 pe paid in 2 weeks preparatory %o
shipment., Have 1atalg been corresponding with Brother
Davis about goint %o alifornia. There 1s 8 Co. going
from Pittsburgh of sbout 100 members. We mave lmd fine
gleighing 80 far this winter. Weasther rather pleasant.

Poetical moonlight ewenings.

10. Returned to Westmoreland. Term not quite oub e

preparing for Galifornia. Recd. of Brother a draft of £if%y
dollars; 8poke with prof. Sanborn in regaxd %o going %o
cglifornin. He desired me %0 complete MY gtudies a8 800N

as possible} gajd 1 should be qualified to take any stand

I pleaaed-when I might £inish wmy esducation, He desired me tO
take notes of the country to whioh 1 was traveling, ivs
productions, minerals, ebtCe, and lecture on &y return. He
degired to Kmow what profession 1 would follow and told me
what our class would read this qummer. 1 told none of the
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rest of the faculty of Wy intentions nor Look up Wy

connections at college. 1 may or m&Y not go there if X

sver retuIn from California. fne mines 1 believe Were

—aiscovered in June 1847, ALl 1ate repoxus confirm their
richness and inexhaustibility. Some have returned with
great quentitvies of gold md & great amount is onl the
way for the Ue B :

ch, This interval I re.ve spenb at home nothing of note
heving occureds { pave been DUBJ getting ready for Pritbe-
burgh and galifornis. Mr. @ills of Wdl pole, Mr., Bagal,
Zuchminister and others of Keene, wabster and purbar of
Jestmoreland, 2 pudleys of Chegterfisld, etc. are gohe ar
going B00L. Wy wife's Brother Davida telks of going soon
eipher with me OF aome otheT ¢o, I get 1etters from him
frequently on the subjecte 1 have btoday written to our
Commi geary about btalking we on ab Hew Orleans. 1 went to
saxon 8 River village 48y wefore yesbterdsy and purah&se&

g rifle o earry with me out there. 1 bought af A Leonard
orice $19. after sn extraordinary cold time sl nce the £all
of the 8now 9% Deg. We £ind the weather quite moderate.
Snow 1s gebting goarae, vhe hills are oDare GoMe. ONOWS 8
114 tle woday put thaws S0me. Reading Oovid when I get time.

28, aAlthough very anxious O get outb s Cel ifornisa yeb

14 was with greab regrob that 1 bid oy father's people

fare well %O set out upon 0 1ong and diffiocult @&

journeys 1 thought peérhaps I might never mesb them 81l

— agaln in this lower world and teaIrs fowed freely a8 W8
partede 1 now shipped this gournal vias Cape Horn and ok &
pockeb Journﬂl with me.

***#%$$%¥¥**

Jan. 16, 18560 1 have Just recd my poo¥r Journal by the
brig. Ann from Boston where it was ghipped with a box of
goods xhat I left khers in oare of Coug. 0eorgs W, Buffum.
1t was ghipped in March '49. Before its arrival I had
feared 1V wWas 108t and had regretbed gend ing i%e Howevers
st is safe nOW. 1 engerly snatched those pooks with which
1 was S0 familiar and which reminded me of the halls of
1iterature, together with those articles doubly dear to

my heart for thelr having been & gonerousl y gelocted DY
near and dear friends; whoae hearts wWere and and wWhose
cheeks wers glistenhng wi th warm tears of regret as 4

ghook the parting nend and pade them 8 1ong farewell perhaps
forever LO enter 0L the long and dangerous pilgrimage to
ghe land of gold; thope DOOKS and articles, memor 1818 of
the warm affection of friends, of the gomfort and

happine 88 of homé, of Yy nGolescence, and of days past

and RONE, yet presh in MEMOTY galendeT, 1 spatehed and
pressed to my 1ip8, while my bosol heaved with roal JOY¥ and



my soul was £i11ed with almost extatic happiness.
Nothing may seem gtrange in the course of & Californis
fever. '

mpansfer of noves gaken on a trip acxoss the
Plains and Mountains from the United States to galifornia
{n the Summer of 1849 by way of the 3outh Pass of the
Rocky Mountains and Trucky river.

Mareh 1, 1849. Heving bid adieun to home and friends 1
gtarted in company with my wife for pittsburgh, Pa. Two
ghort hours gufficed tO accomplish our trip from Keens,

N. H., to Boston by means of the fine Pitchburgh Railrced.
We put up 8t the Hassachusetts houge. After arranging
gome 11ttle business there we left Boaston at 4 P.i. in the
cars via Worcoster for Hew Haven and N. Y.

March 2, 1849, pook steamboat for N. ¥, and arrived there
on the next morning. Took the 8 o'clock trein of cars for
philadelphia, arrived there at noon. It commenced sowing.
Philadelphia 18 £illed to over £lowing with yisitors On
their way to the jnauguration of Genl Taylor as Prea, of
the U, S, of A A1l the Hotels were aanid to be ocrowded.
Stopped at @& boarding house emd 1eft for Balbimore at

4% o'clock, Cars were jammed full. nook steamboat in the

evening up Ghesapeake Bay. e were delighted with the touching e
@..Ck

gtrains of music from & band which was going up %o
washington to play at the inauguration ball. The boat wan
aground in the night but got off without daifficul vy.

3, Arrived in Baltimore atb anylighte. Snows. Hotels &X6
crowded, ToOOk preakfast at the American ealled on &y friend
E. Chickery. Left for Cumberlang by the ocars. e were
whirled rapidly gver precipices among bthe mountains

$nrough tunnels acrogs the verdunt fields of Virginie and
along the plcturesque potomac till we aprived at Harpers
forry. Dining nere we 1eft the semno(one of the most grand
and imposing scenss guynished by natures handiwozk;) and
arrived ab Gumberland in the e vening st B gupped and took

4. Passed over the mouneins and arrived at B. in the
evening. Took steamboat for Pitteburgh. Was well received

therse.

5, Arrived there in the morning. spent a few days in
preparing for the trip %o Cal., Left my wife at her father's
and took passage on the steamboat De Wit+s Clinton for 5%.
Louigs. Stopped over night atb Oineinattl over night. Attended
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the theatre in the evening where 1 was robbed of my pocket
puseript. Hext d4ay proceeded on our btrip. Very pleasant
Journey 80 far ., River Was highe Spring vegan to peep forth
and Nabture began 4o smile and 1o0k lovely. There is mueh
{nteresting goeneYy on tne Ohio bub the seenery is moY
grand on the Missouri Tiver, arrived at Ste Louis found 2

: , ; : poped 1ib to be; 1s
improving rapidly. Benind 1% are pesutiful rolling praides
and opposite are the fiata of Ill. Remained here some 2
weeks walbing for aome norses 1 had gent into the gountry
for. 7They having arrived we $ook g teomboab, the St. Ange.
for Independence. Cholersa has proke out ab 3¢, Louis.

Apre 4o Arrived atb Independence found it ghronged wibth

ami grants. proceeded to camp with Capbe Allen's parily from
pittaburgh and camped H0me 2 miles back of the town in 8
grove near Capt. abner P, Staples 8 Hissouri alaveholder and
Parmer. Bere We nad a foretaste of prairie 1ife, here we nad
an Oppor tunity to review the stepse wWe nad taken and tO

think of the gomforts we nad left at home. after btesting

our skill ab cookery and yhe strength of our constigution
upon the gold web ground we made preparation to leave by W&Y
of Sante Fee put abandoning that project for the want of

guf ficient number to awe the bold Camanches, SO thought
pest Lo g0 DY the great south pass: @ part was unpr epared
for that aifficult Journey and others getting matinous and
digliking gheir Capbe the Company broke upe Hre Robert Baird
- and myseLf o ok lodglngs at Capbte ataples and made &an

feast., There were some here o £ nandsome comple xion and
1ight haire. Ap the grass is NOwW gpringing up we
prepareﬁ $0 move ouy upon the plainse

1., Cholera nsd already proken oulb here among the
emigrants. Having oo mple ted ouwr outfit we bid adieu O
civiliszation and npplled"” out of town at 2 PoMe OUT me 88
consisted of lMichasl P, Staples, Pelix Stapl es, R. Wme Childs,
gamle He Irwin, Roverd paird and mysell. e had 2 6 mile

males, Joung, and 2 riding ponien, good WAgRONS petween

4 end B thoussand 1Ds. baggBEe Cholera was inereasing at
Independence. There nhad been geversl deaths theTre. fig were
glad O get oub upon the plains hoping Lo be free from the
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pestilence. We learned last night thatb the town of

¥ansas had beexn B8O aeverely visited by it that the

innabi tants had deserted the place. with all the usual
preliminaries of teamsters breaking their teams in

passing others gtelled in the mud with a wheel OT &

pole broke and amid the moving multitude of emigrants

we passed on 9 miles $0 Rice's and encamped for the night.

tie are now falrly upon the prairie. This i lovely plantation.
searcely had we unharnessed and pieketed our animals and b
partaken of our hasty supper when & thunder sLOTR burst

upon us and we crept beneath and into the wa gons and glept
£411 morning.  Ouxr mess had discouraged me grom taking a

tent but I now the need of one. = |

g2, Teking a supply of corn from Rige's we moved on over the
praires and pagsed some excellent plantations. The morning
was Tair but the road alippery and & great amount of breath
wag spent in shouting and swearing at the teams increasing
bad runs, etc. AT sloans we took the 1eft hand roud
which is a near but 10 the blue. Ve encamped about T mile
fyom the bluse, picketed ourx animalg and prepared our-
gupper; then we took a stroll down %o the Blue and caught
pome cabt Lfish. fhis is & very pretly amall stream, clam
shells are plenty upon the banks. DBuckeyes grow here.
Thig is the very outskirt of civiligzation. ¥e gtationed &
guard about our animale tonight. Friend Baird and nyself
were on the morning watoh, Here while walking the rounds
of the guard, while the stars were beaming brightly above
me and sll nature geemed hushed ground in a death like
gtillness save the ocoasional btinkle of the bell as the
pony shook the dew from his bushy wane, here in the
gpontaneous garden of Fature at the outakirts of civiliza-
tion, my mind geemed freer than ever before and while
refliection retraced the scenes of my past life galm
contemplation portrayed my present gelf then wild
jmmagination pursy unfettered into the future.

%, ‘When 1 arose this morning I digoovered a prairie
rattleBnake colled beneath the planket under oy nhead
where 1 suppose he had rested very comfortebly but I soon
put an end %o his snakish caresr by separating his head
to far from his body. This kind of snske 18 gaid to be
ag poisonous as the copperhead. They are much smallexr
than the common rattlesnake, The usual remedy for a
gnake bite here i8 o gebt drunk on whisky or some other
liquor, It 18 anid to be & cure. Having "gatched" up
(harnessed), we crossed the Blue took in sme wood and
passed on OVer the pralrie a few miles and camped nesr &a
1ittle run at the right where we gaught plenty of small



47

£igh and spent the afternoon in preparing our arms for

immediate use 88 We are now in the indian country. Here
some of our party overtook us who had been detained at
Indopendence after the time of starting.

4, Reins o1ld northeast storm. Pagsed about noon the
camping place galled Lone elm & golitary tree scarce another
in the range of vision. Hear night we came %0 Indian

creek, passed over and ecampsd on the other side., Here &
great number of emigrants ware gnoamped, A hall breed

iives hers by the nake of Rodgers who sultivates aome

1land end is fencing in his grounds., Having travelled

all day in the gtorm withoub fo0d we were very cold and
hungry. Some of our party in searching for wood came

seross some rails which they brought into camp and we soon

hed a fire and 2 comfortable suppere But dr. Rodgers so0n made

his appearance and apprized us that we had made use of his
rails snd ohkaimed a compgensation for them. We paid him
and then threw ourselves upon the web ground and slept

$i1l morning. T met & Shawnee Indian who seemed %o be
pretty drunk. He pressod me 10 tnke a dram with him. He
gapoke broken English. He an1d s milion thousand had gone
to Californim, He gnid he would go there goon %to hunt.

He ®aid his tribe had onse 1000 warriors. Said thelr country
was 100x36 miles, He boapted of his war feats and showed &
deep sear in his leg from a wound. caused by an arrowe.

&, Here we took the right hand trail - & shorter cut by
twenty miles than the old trail to the WakKarnpur. We came up
to an Indisn's hut and gtopped to hold & $alk with hinm.
Bagsed Bull oreek, fine weter, steep panks; passed another
small oreek and came %0 the Wakurupee.Banks very ateape.
After avout 3 hours hard labor we got our waggons all up
and proceeded Lo camnp beyond the timber at a late houTr.
3 other waggons have joined us. One of the messes broke &
pole from fheir wagon. We found water and camped. A
bresd lives here; kaaps OOWB; apgred me up to tea with him
sat I declined going prepared %o g0 on as we were, This is
the most lovely portion of gountry 1 have sver seen
gurrounded by beautiful rolling prairies checked in every
direction by lovely creeks slowly gliding amid the
undulations of the prairie yet aistinctly marked to the
eye even at & great distiance by the long 1ines of trees that

gracse their bankS.

6, The botitom was very wet from recent rains and in
groasing we broke another pole. Camped on the rising ground.
Pound waber 1in holes bub in a 4ry time it would e 8carce
hers. grass is first rate. We might nave started 10



