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Heler ZeCowen Caroenter was ke -0l t:

1 belles of early

C:ilizoonla.  3ne was buauutirul sua auLerlished Lwith sparkling
irtei_lgence. i

In matufe Jeurs sh~‘nrdte_f0f Dagarziiies and puilisied a
Lulkber of Looss of ceremcries uow in use Ly Louges in Uniieﬁ
stutes, Coirada wng susiralis.

She was tae motacr of Goant Carsenuter the writer aud

Grace Hudson tne nainter.

Che last rears of ner life Lere spent in Ukign, Selizornia

v.aere £ne dieq Fetrusry loth, 1917.
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-4 DRIP ACROSS UHE PL.IiS I ali OX WAGOLi. 1857, - .

Lay Z26th 1853.

Ho - Zor Cullxornla- at last we sare on tihe way, = only
seven mlles from home, ( which is to be-home no longer) yet
ve have reslly stérteﬁ, axid with zood luck muy some day reach
the "promised land". Yhe trip Jasrbeen so0 long talked of,
and the preparations have gone on uhder S0 many disadvant&ges,
tnat to te ready at last, to start; is sometning of an eveunt.

at least‘tto trips viere pede dovwn into lissouri for young
cattle, Ior the teum. <%hen came the "bresking" process, which
as aécompliSned by poking them up and putting them “i;rtbe
sving", teiween old Smut and Gnarley ( leaders) snd Dave and
Star ( wheelers). It was nerd to say vwhich way ones sympathy
should turn, to the young catt;e, to the old, or to the driver -
surely coﬁmiéeration vias due somewhere. Then there werﬁ
several trips to Lawrence (15 miles) for dry goods sna food
supplies. I got tuo pairs of shoes, calico for tv.o spencer

waiste, Jjeans for s dress skirt, needles, pins and thread and

go Forth. In the way of supplies there was flour, sugar, tecon,

end hem, tes, coffee, crackers, dried herring, a small guuntity

of corn starch, dried apples that we brought from Indiana, one

"totile of pilcxles, crezm of tarter and soda snd that slbout nede

up the outfit. ot raving fresh frui{ in the &erritory,'re
have no jam or preserves. = .. __

£11 tuut_troubié ig over with now, and we are nof w;rrying'
atout vwust is ahead of us.

It was thought best to mske a short drive todsy, to merely

zull up snd start - to.enatle us to go teck for any thing reeded

or forootten. “onizht we are camaed on the open p*airle Lear .

Kr. Pullers znd tro mlleb irom Ce;tropolis - gulte 8 name Ior

& few pegs drlven in tJe ground - Lo thot-d8 811 1t umouxts
1.




to- gxcggt tbe—hope the ovmer may hzcve ip it some day teing
a tovn- we trust it m.y not te a vain hope, tut it looks
that way now., | : :

Our party.cgnsiéts 02 tanree families, gnd 3oung nen as
helpers. ;lre&&y our pleces huve been eseigned, thut is
the order iz which we are fo travel. .Uncle Sam Kanhinney is
the Cuptain o the train,‘ﬁe having crossed the pl;iné in 49,
ﬁas exPerieﬁce, of which we are so much in need, ( end will
nost likely get), his spring_v ‘on dravn ty 0ld Suze &nd arch,
{farm horses), is to be in the lead, snd sunt 3is is to te the
driver vhen ne is elsewhere - Tolloviug this are his twﬁ
barraTe ViE g ;oIS to be looked after by some of the to 8 - of
which there are “0nn nd dugh, hie 18 snd 1Y year old sous,
£nd veorge Haven, Znos 5t Jonn &nd Join Lewcomb - the last
named to &ct as nelpers.

The next in orﬁér is our wagbn, ﬁiiﬁ 4ae0s Carpenter
( my hustund), myself and d nry Wilsom, a 17 year old Loy -
who bty the way was so0ld to us, by nis Zataer, the cons;deratloy
teing that denrgirecelve s8ix months schooling ang thhi he,
Ur, Wiiaon. receive $ub.00 -=- LYhe btoy was so nard worked at

-home,.that ne fevuls he nas made quite an escupe. Carlo the
Thite Euli dog—é;mpletea our household. ;
Phe last inp lipe is fathers wagon - there is fatlher
(. homas icCowen)y motper, 16 Jear old elqter Zmily, 9 year
old brotner Hsle, and tnree montihs old baty sister and fatner s

men John Fossett. Yo 211 the wugons except the one in the

1eaﬂ, there are from two to three yoke of cattle. Cousin

\ ar

Teresa is 001ng to ride ner Irulan pony and help the toys

drive the cattle, hlch b*lng un Lhe rear of the procession =

‘that is she will help wien she;wisnes to - und when she is
tired or this, she will ride in the spring wagon with her

motioer.
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The camp tonight looks very pretty. “he Tive wagons with
vhite drilling covers, { dﬁuble thickness over the top, ére
lookirg very much dressed up us they stand in & semicirele in
the waving green grass - the cattle and horses, 100 or more
in 11 are off to one side grazing aﬁd tue camp fires within
the circle, are hﬁrning trisntly, invitiuw tne cobks to get to
vork. I am glad to nave enouzh already cooked,” for *hlnga

do seem so ipconvenient, every toing wanted is a1 the tottom -

gives

yet our wagon,promise of more comfort thap any of the others,
That I suppose is as it should bé, for a tride should have

more detail to her optfit than an ordivary emigrant, and
althouzh 1 have teen married four months, this rill te my

‘brigal trip. Cur wagon ﬁas'square tows, vhich makes it

much more roomy than the rounded btows - inside the cover .on

each cide, are p0cketé in which odds snd ends Day bte siowed awey
then tnefe is an "upper deck", or doutle floor the supplies teing

pacxed betmeen floors and the bed on the uuper one - Henry is

to slecp on the ground uider the wason.

< 8pring sest painted trignt red, sits_bolt upright in
tie front and reruées to tend or tudge, regardless of size’
or veight o g5y e iz not felying on this zor much in the
way of comfort. “he grestest couvenience of all, and ome %
vwaich noné of the rest HQVe, is & new fanglead brake, to
cieck tine speed in goin; dovn hill - the others nave lock-
chains, which are & greal inconvenieuce &nd tuke up much time
to £ix and unao. '

411 have boxes at tine tack of th- wagons for Qarrying the
cooking'utehsila, In ours there is a Dutch oven, g’camp -V

kettle, frying pan, =nd coffee pot - these with some tin

plafes, tin cups, tin spoons, zmives and forks, a ro¢11ng-01n,

'bread pun mllz cen &nd a ‘smoothing irom, constltute my

3.




my entire xitcnen furniture. What we afe“toihave to eét is

going to be of much more importance than how it i cooked
or éerved. ) ._ )
a8 T are abouf to tid farewell tﬁ Xengas, I go ﬁack in

faney ovef the two yeurs spent here. First tie wearj Journey
of trree ﬁeéks on a ri#er toat betﬁeen;st; ~ouig and Wéstport
Mdissouri, with children of the varty cfiticully ill, then

the strigale to get a roof Over our ;esds on tae Jreemptlon
clain ?1th feneciung aua lanting, for & erop was of prime
_importunce - a8 all suoplies nad to te nauled from Viestport,
a distance of 50 miles --- then ;olloved long days of
lonesomeness and longing for youtaful compunions, my liute

scinocl mstes snd 8 sum.er scihool of Tifteen puplls, snd

before the swuier waned, the entire community was stricken vith

fevef and'ague,'(_nane escaoed). After eigint nmonths of
pioneer privations, and lonliness, met some Joung people -at
-'a Christmas party - other such gatherings soon Zollowed, -
tut such pleasures were cut ;Lort Ty border troutles and an
army of "Border Rufiians", under H. Clay Pate, who invaded
the‘neighborhood, with no regerd for life or broperty. ~he
motiher of our little colt was taken and our Qﬁly-cow, and
et the tettle of 3lack Jack, Reel, ( not then my hustend),
received = peinful vound - & soent ounce tall having ¢ollow;
ed tne rits around, was cut out or tne tack.

: It is soume satisfaction to kuow thet in Daxing Snarpa
rifle cartvld»ea I helped to .axe Lansas e “?ree btate.

This 1s‘certannly the most‘beautlful country - the -
graés is from onre to 10 feet nigh, und there is a profusion.
of wild flowers all over tie prairie tut the vioient thunder.
storms are enough to wreck the werves éf Hercules aud the
raﬁiie shakes are as thick &s the leaves on the'trees, and
lastiy " Lut not leastly™, the fever ané ajgue sare corded up

4. e
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“ miles vet. Lraveled 207mileS‘t0duy and cam;ei_in e creek

5

ever ready for use - notwitnstunding &ll trese allureuwents ,

in“cunsidesation of wost we bhave uudergone, physieally sud
mentéily, I cuzn tid I&néaa vood Bye without = regfgt,

Still wé were Borry to part vwith sunt Cutherine, Uncle
Tom and tie childreﬁ. Lhe picture tiey sade in the old
farm wagon tais morning vwhen they cume to See us off, will
rnever te forzotten. sunt Catherine 1ooze§.very'sad when
sayiLg Sne W&aS sorry thet XKansas was not good enough or us.

t'was well ta=1 we came no Fartier today - Uncle nus

sert one oi tue Ttoys back For sumething thut was forgotien.

Ye are t0li that it is 15 miles from here to the next
tigber. ‘

27th. lay.

Therérwere Lo laggards this ﬁornihg, ~erntps the bpeds
Tere a:frifle hard «né wpipvitiog, pDexing it eaéier to <tey
the ¢all, "Get up"- ' - -

lizde an esrly start and mooned on tae _rai?ie iﬁ'fhe
r.in. lcar us wsS & Lexican trein of o0 wagonus and a grest ;

nunker of hdrses. =«nese ar{»on_iﬂe vway to ~dissouri for goods

to teke Cack t0 wsntz Fe Lew lexico.

Traviled £11 dzy over Toautiful broken prsirie and - caup-

cn tne bunx oi 110 ereck, wnere taere was sufficieunt wood

snd water Lor our uses.
28th:

Looned um the prairie wneze there v:ias neither vood nor

weter - this of course preciudes the idea oI umuizinz tea-st
noon, &S some ¢ ipe wurty wish to @o, auc lhe ecuttle would

certainly lige &« drink, tut they will nuve to wait For some

tottom, naLe 01 the Stream not known.
&t times the catile are guite unruly sznd it reguires

.5.
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fer from homes - : e

the belp of all wno sre not drivihg & team, to keep them

from breaklng svay. VJouttless they think they sre getting too

4 cold rain hes made the truvelinz very disagreestle today.

when we stopped un the prairie &t noon, we were glad tec have

wegons to sit in, 1o xeep dry vhile eatingm&-hasty meal
that geeméd ine coldest une we Eave bed - did some one
have the nardihdﬁd tb auditly ex;fess the wish that he
“had "good warm neal" - How indiscreet. .

We came 20 or E5 mlles - ?Olllhﬂ prairie all the naJ.
The toys foun& some wood that nad been left by camoers,
vihich was psicxed u. &g iaguﬁ along, =na oroved usaful as
v.cod ﬁas not plemtiful irv the ravine wrere we camued, et ve
had small Fires, end enjoyed tine wermth 10 the stmost.

The only water was taree fourthe of & mile fronm cemp
( could gé‘ no closer) as there was notﬁih: tut s pudale,

At SBrved the cattle onl,.’ Fether has a Tire in the little

sheet .iron hestling stove 'in the tent. 4he baty is crying

(=]

ﬁithﬁthe coolic and mother is vainly eude&vorlhb to uake her
com*orthle - Yhis isn't very hame liZze - we will huve to
g0 to bted to meepuwarm; '

B0t ilay.

a8 usual we noouned on tie osrairie - Tound water for

the cattle tut done tiaat we could drink. Uullhg the afternoon,
rassed Elm Spriugs where the waler-<egs were refilled, as it
is not L0ovL where the next supply nzy be found.

" The pralrle gradually &lOGEB from the Laatrard down to

a small stream whlcn lies &t the foot of & high rocky bluff

tnatl is cuver=d with elms and gouseberry tusies. It relieves

ﬁ““f‘f‘?ﬁ;gg%ﬂsﬁsiﬁﬁyfiﬁ”§Ee some runuiug water;aﬁd {rees gnd bushesq, i
T By tas }Eédsidé t¢§é§ viere thg:cafcassés of two cows. _Qur
TR e - . ‘



stock ran ane tellowed and Qéﬁed ;p'the earth «nd had a
‘most "uprourious™ tine. It was difricult to umuke tuem
move on. Caed In 2 most delightful little spot om
licDowell creek. 4he ground is low and almost surrounded by
the creek and scrutby. elm trees, outside of these & high | L'
tluff rises which éhtifelyréurrounds the olace. 7
The toye sav =i animul deusting on & dead ox. fThey
were nol sure, tut thought it a pantaer. '
Hay 31 -
Today has te-n extreuely disagreestle, quite cold end
rainin: most of the time. we nooned snd camped in a little
valley on_ﬁumboldt creek, four milesrsoutn of'ﬁiléy city.

The most of Harsas tnui I have seen, is teautiful

country and in tke ¥ords of Burns, ™Pner’s 1o a place in a'

the lan' thut's match't to this". “he cluffs are covercd
"in eedar and are so-pizh and éteep, that & mile or more-
would nuave to Lte traveled ioireach the top. The water of
duricoldt creek is clear and green, | thé refloetion from ' r
the cedars on the tluzfs), and in pleces is very deep.
June 1st. _ - : e

.One‘ox coulad not te found this morning, which detained
‘us uptil noon - wien he was brought in. after crossing the

dumtoldt we ascended & ridge on which we traveled for a

mile vr two = then went down the longest, steepest znd
Btoniesf Rill thst I ever saw traveled. - Thg‘rpad was
tarely wide erough for th- vagon tfack,'and it took all
haxnds t0'eaeh-wagan”tu-keeﬁ'rhem'from upsetting, snd get
doun safely. ) 7 : : : "7_1_ ' _ ]

This wa§ very sard on coth tegms-aﬁd'men, and sufficiente
ly hard on the wozen to have to walk over such rocky fbﬁd.“%“tﬁ;u—mﬁ,;
On reuching toe foot of the hill, we were in the Xansas |

7e
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Rivér tottom - here ﬁe riissed the road und vent to Smoky
Hill- which was tunree miles ﬁﬁf_df the way and:. atove the
ferry wneré we had to cross the river. 1t took.a couple
of ﬁours to fird the ferry. The wagons were ferried across
and the c@ittle were made to swim. It was nearly‘sundown
when g1l were safely over. -
7 e were told thst the resergation extends seven uiles
in each directicn from Rort Riley, and thot we would not te
permitted to camp iuside fbe reserve. e coucluded to
maZe the attempt and halted in tae tinber & mile north of
the Fort.J Before the caltle were &ll unyoked, a solaier
came &nd gave us notice to leave - but Finaily told us we
could stay if.the cattle weré zept out of signt of the Fort.

This we did, regeriing it & great privilege to stop
here - as it was slready liate, and every body tired.

We have & very kindly feeling for Uncle Szm'e men -
this is the secord tize thal we nave been befriénded.

In the summer o 1856, a compsny of U. S. Cavalry
was sent from Fort Leavenworth vita orders to "digtand and dis-
~ arm" the settlers ( ﬁho were protecting their homes ggainstw
the raids of the™Border ruffians" in Kansas).

"They came,-they saw" snd were conqﬁefed -=--~ When
they got in our meightorhood, ( Ottawa Creek ) they
nalted at Reel's home, sat in the grass, allowing
their horses to gfaze-mhile,they took in the situation -
it the énd of an hour they were so in éympathy with the

setilers, thut they not omly "Did not £ind s comany of urmed .

Settlers™ (%), btut offered pecuniary assistance out of their

mere pittance of $8.00 per month army pay. Lonz iive Uncle

Sam's men . Had they disarmed us, we would huve been

ertirely at the mercy of the ivvaders, vho were giving

8.
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their assistanca:to President Jumes Bﬁchanan, to drive
from the Yerritory those who were ﬁot in favor of msking Kanseas
e slave state. T ' s '
June 2nd.' :
We were very mucn surprised to find such nice frame and.
stone buildiﬁgs at the Fort - having cone over‘so much wild
co.ntry, were not eX.ectiug any thing_sd nice - and then it hase
been so lon; since we saw such tuildings. Without exception
this is the cleavrest viliage we ever saw and is beaﬁtifully
situated on big rolling ground. un a Lluff atove the tomﬁ-is
a ﬁonument that .can te Béen at-a great distgncé, tﬁis_iﬁ I
suppcse the 3ort's cemetery. g ' i
The Fort was to our left and atove the main traveléd road.
I ieft the train and went up into town to make 8ome purcheses -
finding that my tfousse&u (?) is incomplete siuce we have so
much cold rsiny wéather. The store coutsined but little in
the way of ladiesf gduds = the best I could do was to buy
some trown and tlack chequered coviton nunts cloth to meke a jacket.
~_ _While we were takim;_dinner & tr.in of nine waéons'and 320 l
head of caltle from Lissouri, passed us and noovned near by. Camped
on Wild Cat Creek, 15 miles from tne Fort: G
il Plenty of wood éné warn water.
June 3rd. :

I aad zo pattern to cut the Facket by, tut as I am used to
cutting, I blocﬁed it out wna motaer nelped in the fitting. It ras
teen too ¢old for éewing and the road has been so -rough and
uneven th-t I gcpomplished tut little with the needle - if it
were not for éy‘agre necessity, would give it uy as a ted job.

The horses truvel fsster than the oxen, which enahles Urcle Sam

i/

to go ahead ana ;lnd stopplng blaces. <Yhere was plenty of mater

1n a ravine where tine train stopped for tne nooning. Durlng

9.
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the afternoon three horritly muddz ditches were crosaed -

Fatners viagon was brozen in one of them, and tne llttle
stove which was Zastened on tne tack oI the wagon, got pretty

well smasned up. The have aucceeded in straightening it ‘up

.so_it will still be of s.ue service. after getting through

the muddy ditches, the road was bﬁth stony and sandye sassed
£ stream of running water, and then when cauping tine csanme,
had to go three fourths of a mile from tne road, to find water
full of wiggle tsils at tﬁat - almost no wood. Sew four
'olfeé; :

June 4th.

Still prairie cou.try. Crossed & small streamrthut is
well timbered, and then on the prairie-sagain, vooning ﬁnere
there was no water. Camped on a small creek to the left of
the road., It is of the utmost imp&rtance 10 krow .where water
is to bé found, and mot knowing tut this Jjournal may some day
be of service to some one, &s a guide took, I more carefully

note where there is Wood and ﬁater, then I otherwise would =
each days journey meaauréa kbe road off into SQEhs,'so it
would not be diificult to zeep track of the desirsble end
undesirable stopping placés. 7
There was no trzin in sight ol our caﬁn S0 we were
surprised in the dusk of the evening to nesr the laugnter of
children as taoughn nav&ng a blg romp. -”he kilarity grew
”fast end furious", increasing in volune amd distiuctness.

It took a few minutes for the vwiser ores to convince

us thst  eur-neighbors were a nack of wolves, and the apBurance

tnat there was "no danger", was received with some incredulitye.

In leaving camp this norning, sunt Sis ( in the lead) called

our to kmow which way sne sihould g0, to the Ilght or to the

left. It tnen develoPed that rearly &ll in camp were 80

10. -
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turned eround, thet they were uncertain which was the

right way to go. Uncle Sam's head was épnsidered clear-

est

yet

on points of this kind, so it was left to him to decide, .

it vwas some time beTore we got straigiatensd out so as

. to feel thut we really were going riznt. I beliefe somﬁ”*_whﬂ[_ 3

of the Lo s went to waere we left the main roed the

evening before, and sww where the wagon tracks turned out,

t.fore they were convinced.

same time should lose their direetion.

Jure 5th:

dust so soon azter tne recent rains. Che explanation is,

thet

—~tiiter which lies glon_ streuns and in tne ravines.

ohly

come fresh meal this morning, by frightening away an antelope

tnat

banks, that it was withgrest difficulty we got safely over. d

only
it 3
cros
beni
afte

at t

leaa

the

June

qoaa roday was hlmilar to what has Tbeen Zone over. Camped

on =2

“he oddest tning stout it, was that 60 many at the

Rough road und plenty of dust. It seems odd to find

tne rain is ndt general "tut in stresks™, following the

Looned in a ravine where there was water Tor thae cattile

. VWood is more plentiful here., Carlo. ch-sted us out of

would.uave‘otherwlse fallen in our nands.

“his alternoon crossed a stre.m vith such high steep

Sitting in the wagon w.der such circumsiai.ces, is not
very unplessant Lut dangerously near frightful, yet ' ik
s the only thing 10 do, since t:iese placés must te !
sed = when once ofer, i E feel‘tha{ anotter.bridge
nd us has teen Turned.’ Q_éoupie_qf men who had teen
r horses thst took tse beck tract - stayed-énd helped !
he crosging. Cne of the men nad lost a2 thumb. While =i
iﬁg the horses, a @alter was wrapped around his ‘thumb
rulled back and the result was & lost thumt. -
6th;

small stresm supposed to te alttle Zlue.
2.
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Ahother tad crossing.

June Tth.

"Laying by,"™ todsy, not becsuse it is bunday,ﬂﬁut.

to give the cuttle an opportunitj to feed up on the good

graess which is plentiful, und give the men a chance to repair

the dapage done st those fearful creek crossings. The

women are taking adventage of the'stop'té do tne family

washing and mske 1light bread. OF course the cattle must

te considered, tut I am sorry for ove day to pass v ithout

getting a little ngarer'Califorﬁia.

June B8th:-

Rezined last night - the thunder was louder than we

are sccustomed-to, which is sayineg a zood deal, Tor ve know

&1l =ztout Kansas thunder storms, and had thought'they

~were not to te equalléd any waere. liooned on what they

are sure is the DPlue, which is guite a stream - the

eressing was not quite as bad as scme Wwe have paseed. -

Three Pawnee Indiszns came while we were nooning. Yhey

for food, tut the order was, "don't zive them.a thing "

It was thought that they would Tollow aud te a nuisance, if

shown &ny kindness. I could uot eat lunch vith thiose poor

- Wretches watching every mouthful like hungry dbgs - liotaer

found an opportunity to slip something to them, &hd tﬁej

.did not follow mor give any troutle.

We do mot coiscide with all of Uncle Sams views, tut he

is the "bos8" of the trein, and as such his views rust te

asred

ressected. Larly in the ofternpon, we came - into. the "Sti...Jo"

roed, which Is the main line of travel for emigrants, who come

~this side of the Platte. There are trains to te seen in-

front and back of us - ~this is going to muke it ha}aéi_tdnmff_

find grass, wood and water, &nd nice camping places. %
4t night found water for tie ocauttle only, and mo wood -
12. '




vhatever. -
----- SR O N
- liooned and cumped én'the Blue. we are now in Hebraakg;
‘The country‘islmore level than what we naée come over, and
the roaﬁ is good. Iet a large party of Mormsns going to
the Stutes. ”hefe seeméﬁ'fb'be twice as many wonen as

men and tvlce as many children as women. 411 were in

rags tatters and ( must I say it), seabs. Tney very worst.
lot I ever-saw. <11 who were large enough | except the —
driverse), were out of tae wagons holding out rusty kettles
-anu pans, begging fOIMEIIK.ﬂ Fo*iunately we all together had ; f_
‘what made two large tuckets full, which was given to them , i
vefy chéerfully; and they went on their way rejoicing.

Ve are SOrely tried tonlrht with gnats and mosquitoes;'-
June 10th. 2 .

Ruined Eguin Iast night, :Heér canmp. Were-fwo graves, . r
the wolves nad te ten charge of the "last sad rltes“ as 7 |
nas ev1denced ty the human tones scattered atout. iJ

sl " a herd of 27 btuffalo was secn ¢y some of the party, also

7 soﬁeAelk;i_Mponeﬂ'&nd cam.ed on Llue Rlver, this is quite
a.large stream., It is Very wari.
June 11the - : _

' 5till traveling mear the ©lue = camped on & Lranch of . .- l
it. Had sufficient moba‘ghd water- we are iolq thal there

is no more. of either for 268 miles ' e : i

During the day we passed gn'Indian hanging cemetery,

- which was quite a little d;stahée from the road = and\we. : 1E

-did not care to go nearer. Some 25 or 30 feet from th§
ground, three bodiés in wraupiﬁns were suepended like

hammocks, betweer rather small trees. Ve never hefore

coulu understand why~ anJ*neople should adopt such & method

of d139081ng oI tuair dead, but since seaing the ravages

e e e o 2 g e e o B, o
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of the wolves yestérdéy, ve feel that it is the only
thing for them to do. ' '
June 12th.

The trzin was detained a considerstle time this
morning Ty ‘viaers stopping in the roasd to water toneir .
cattle.

It was not noss1ble to pase, as the sfoek would have
gotten mixed and made no end of trcuﬁle.- Wie were in sight
of the Plette river most of tue sfternoon and made camp
niear it.. It seems wery odd to see a river with neitﬁer
tree nor tush slonz its tanks. On tne prher sidé of the
river, & mile or two tack, there is some timber in sigat,

Cooxing has td bte- dore with green wiilows - this need-v
te tried but ocnce, to enas;erone 1o éive an opinion on tkis
kind of fuel. The water is fuil ol yellow sediment anad

. 'looké-still thicker and less invifing tnan Uissouri river
watef, - after standing & while, the sand is partly settled
_ : ¥éﬁdériug it & little more drinkatle. In the river the
' sand keeps continually rollinz up and washingz atout, so
tnere 1s cowmstant change in the river bed and-also in the
depth of the water. In the ‘dusk of toe evening, the women
“went a short distance down stresm For a ulp in the river,
even if the water was somewhat thick. _' -
it this point there was slmost no bank, but-the tall "
bunch grass ana increasiug -dardness was & sufficient
protection against a “3eeping “homas", if tneré nad bteen
one in c&anmp. Iihe Beusatlion onlsfepping into the Stream, was
one never io be Iorgotten - when tne fout touched bottom,
tne tottom begin to fall out and there was a hesty scramble for |
1

terra firma, with recolléections of dreadful‘s@pries atout

—_—

quick-sand and its vietims. It was only the most courageous

or foolhardy, of the party;, that dared to stay in the
14. '
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water a.d hang on to the bﬁpph“gréss,tbat was in easy
reaéh. Ue nade & rutner queer looking swimmingrgarty a8
‘we perched along tﬁe-river bank, snd were reminded of the
old song, "Hang your clotnes on & hickory limt,

But don't go near the water.

In the absence_of tushes, clothes qouid not bé hung, tut I
Ior one was ready to foliow Fhe reﬁaining instruction. Spne
beople from Lichigan ty the name of Inpenn aud Yaylor, joined
us nere and want to bte of cur sarty. They have four wegons,.
There was & "3plit up"™ in their traip and they'are
looking for more congenisl company. sSuch things are not
unusuzl as the conditions are not favorstle to ratience
and good tembper.:

June 13th: o

_rived-at Fort Keasrny atoat nocn. Ebe'surrounding
country, very much resemblea the Gran& Prairie of Illinois. -
There are tnree gquite nice lookins two story f*dme houses, .
the rest are of sod - all are on tvio sides oI & square »lot,

presumatly wnere the soldlers drill. One lone soldier was
.on guard and pgceq tack snd forth, halting at certain points,
He was very noticatly otlivious of our Jresence, not

deigning to glance &t the very test looking women of the

There is & Ttlacksmith shop and a store - we bought =a

can of peaches and one or tlackberries and some cheese. _E,i

The latter should nave been "must efud" out’ long ago, it is

too old to be in tde serv1ce, one nere taste t0ok the skin
off tae end of my tongue. Parmee Indiane are in evidenee‘
every where - they have no clothing tut are wrapped in very
unsanitary looking ﬁlankets, 8nd ure adepts in the naragement

of them, vithout pine or string, the bl&nkets are kept in
nem, 1 g P

On a

- place, =nd ther: is Lo undue_expoBure 0 116 person,
E 15. :
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,daj like this, ( very not) they ‘would ‘1rd mosauito tar

more com;ortab;e thuan Haklnaw tlaunkets - I think I

will sugzest it to them. We are told tnat they have just

returned from & tui_ slo hunt and horse stealing excedition,

erd ere aere &t the Fort for tae express purpose of dispos-

ing of their dried meat tc the emigrants.

to charge for it too. T

They know

how

The meat was well sold out teiore we iew it was to be

had, so vwould nuve missed tuis rare opportunity of adding a

much needed chanuge in the vill of fare, if ve

nad not done

some lively rustiing. Lhat Indizn is most likely still

wondering why we so suddenly tecume indifferent, and

rezused to tuy. I am comsizutly told that I &m too
fastideous, mpo doubt thel is §0,znd thaet is why I

objected to the fellows mezt chest,

dovn vnich were

trickling  little rivulets of persnirsiion.
D

Cdeeﬁ a mile Irom tovn and half a mlle from 1he

river, tnhu belng the closest we could gz. t on account of

mire or quick—sand. The toys waded aud

island for vood, which wss nolhing but green willows, yet

ratirer precious a&fter being carried so far.

. June 1l4. -

Prid

Sundcy - Passed douks wnd laruers{ triin and several

others, "leying ©ty", to dry toeir ClOsﬂlu £, which was

drenched in tae ruin last pisht -

we were, tut -~ here, five umiles fartaer on, tnere was a

furious storm with nell stones the size of a queil egg.
Rti1) L=
Our wagon and fathers are the only unes taut seem to nave

I3

passing, is quite level. at all times the road follows

the river as closely as the nature of tie ground will

16.

it (aly sprinkied where

swam scross to an

: = ; .
~a doiuble trickness of cloth over the top, and they are
- S gy g

‘r@;plproof. The road and country over which we are ]
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permit. From the river om the right, to tae bluffs on
the left, the distance varies.from one to four or five
miles ané ap .cars to te ob & ievel. Jome are épeculating
2s t0 whelher the river overflows this lend- they think it
has, at‘séme time, even if it dues nof now., -

Uhe tluffs are from £00 1o 300 feet nigh, and from fhie
distunce aégear serpendiculsr, ithough it is knowvn th . t- there
&re piaces where they may te ascended -~ and that high tslle
lunds sre teyond them. Some ﬁimber'is to be seen now,

on islands, in tne_river.i
June 15,

et & triin of Iorm&ns going to thé States. (ne of
tne party said M Ve 2eve Teern in hesven loug enuugh,raﬁd
are going to hell". Lhe pocr creatures did wot look a{ &ll
happy wnd it-was & strétch af tne inegination to place them
any where wilh ncavenly surroundings.

“oey -Go not éeem 1o fear "Going from the frying pan

into tue fire." Une mesber oI tne party had been to Salf
Lexe to visit hls Gauzrter and blaiued;that the liormons
ook §300. from him. Found Lo’ water ut noon.
£ herd of tuffalo was seen thie afternoon at a compersat-

ively short distznuce.away. Lihis created gererel excitenent

and eignt Or'tEﬂ.uf the cowsany gave.chasé - some'bn‘foot, some
- om norseback - armed with nucxets, revolvers and krives.
The train zent right on until the usual cumping time, ( &
1ittle tefcre surdomn),. taen aalted by a slough. Vaen the
oxen were ;;rtly unyoked, Reel- came in'brinéing tne good
Lews 01 nis Sucecess ir'Cupturing-é tig tuffalo tull - as
it was two miles frou canmp, 811 caste hud 10 be wade in
returning.ﬁifh oXen to haul it in - if they mede the

trip before niahﬁ set in. Eivé Joke were taken, erd there

C17.
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should have been che or two yore more, as it turned out
to Le & very neavy Jjob. 014 omut cnu Snerley were the only
oxen th.t could te gotten nuur enough to the buffalo,

to hitch on - they dic not like tne scent of the animal

nor tne tlood.
Theg estimate the animais weizgnt, at one ton and

ége any where from 1€ to 20 jears. i =

.- The old fellow was gruzing asart from tne uerd, vhen
ope of tue hunters crept te within 60 yards, asd from
tenird o little imoll, fired & losd of tuck-shot from his
0ld musket. T:uoe tuffelo msde off, and Reel following con
Lorsetack, was soon at close range and‘beingman'ezcellént f
shot, and zrmed ﬁith a Bharss rifle loszded vith ounce -
slugs,'the chase was of short duration. .4 shot in the
hip and renzing slmost thé entire length of the tody,

btrought down the game, yet snother was fired tinrough

anxiety to have a Jjob well doms.
Dhe tuck shot merely penetrated tne sizin and would

keve caused the animal litile or mo inconvenieiice y . i

Tkis is.the greatest enimal s.ow thetl we have seen -

L

=le is a large toy for nine jears of age, when he stood
fy-tﬁe shoulde?g_f the largest part of the tody), his nead
corlc not tee seen from the opposite side. e would héve liked. l
e nice btuffzlo robe of our owa capturing, tut unortunstely
this is the time of year wien they have little or mo mair,

saving "eied. pPEN Rid besides dragging it ror -two miles T
nave ruined the beauty of the skin- acout the ouly haif“is
tetween the-horns, vhere'ié—mé;surgs 16‘i£ches:in iength.‘
£11 are tugy caring forftﬁelueat;.af vhich there is pienty.
Cenp looks liké a meat shop, ﬁitﬁ "fhihgs tﬁe niver wére'

neiszhtors before". There is no wood to be 2ad without going

18,

i
i
{
|



coyoctes mzzing an assessment on ihe tuifalo which was

a lone Zoctwmaen would te fortunate ;f'they'ﬁid not overpover

“truins were very glad to get some of the neat - the last

‘to naug inside-the‘hhgoh-in-tne‘guyﬁtima{ to keep it out -

_& mile in one way, or taking u Bhort cut ‘through the

muddy slough sund t:en wading the river {hich'is shoulder-
deep. Both ways ucve teen tried with the result thct each
party wishes ze ned gone the other way. - Ve brougnt & ' ‘
little wood along fronm the last cump, snd_ﬁhaﬁ with
some tufialo chips, Z1swers the ;urpose very well.
June 16.;

Tas first to rise this morning, got & good view of
right in ecwmp - huuger seems to make them very venturesome - ) —

him.

lother got a lsrge tucket of ténderloin this morning,

thecoyotes rad mot et resched it. Decided hot 1o truvel

“today as the wmeat is to Te cared for - it is 8s teunder and

cod a8 could e desired. Lore tuffalo vwere seen thie
g :

norning and the bo;s could rot resist ine temptition to Jo

after them, regurdless oI the present supply of mest. am

gled thut ro more was added to the lerder. Tiree passing

got 1litile tut soup tones. oo

- Lomiznt the wagous are decorated with slices of wmcat
dengling From strings, fastened to ropes.that reach’ ok s “‘f
from front to tack, slong the side of the wagons, 1looking

very much like coarse red fringe. 4y string of neat, is

of the dust as much as possitle.
June 17. e e T e
- Three bufislo were seen this moining golng disgonally S

2¢ross tnglvﬁlley towards the tluffs. Lhey_wergzgrobably <

-— T

lost from their party und were on the back track, ss at this

season they are migretiryg te a cooler climate and ail
19. '
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tnat it-is aimost impoasitle to turn a herd Trom its
course;, ileny pleces in the xaliey nave well_ﬁorn trails
made by the snimals going to tae river for water.
These trails are cut into dust-hy'tne maby hoofs gassiﬁg
pgggr:fhem”é"ﬂiéh vinds Bnd frequent r=ins storus sweep away
| tie dqéf,'leaving the trails belbw the level, allj;he way

Trom one foot to four or five feet owwng to tihe so0il and

T e e e e S S o T

locality - the greater depth teinmg in the approach to

sags and ravives. Resl end Hugh and uone of the other toys

, started off in a direct line to the point the ¥uffalo

—

were heading for and arrived in time to get off of their
horses and line up on a-little kmoll within 50 vards of the
trail and in full view of the on coming tuffalo. Shey

' others seen huve been going toward the river. I near
. -

did not swerve & hair's bresdtn 1o the rignt or to tae left,

) i ’ aud wuaen directly opposite, tnere'ras a simultaneous pullir:
} ” »

of triggers and - - - - every gun failed. Wwast the
béys szid, is not nerein stzted. Damp bowder or damp
~csp8 &lone prevested us frbm héving three more tuffalo,
for 41l taree of the to;s are dead shots - yet as ve are
ﬁot needing mest, it is iust g8 ‘Tl aa it is. ‘Before the
éuns cou1d be gotten in condition, the tuffalo nad climbed the

tluffs and were out of sight - the toys were to disgusted

to pursue them.
et 34 mer&h;nt wégons-thatrhuve been out to Fort
Leramie snd are on the way tack to LZissouri.

It hes been irwensely disagreeatle for the drivers to-
day for = stromg Lorthwest wind drove the dust in clouds
.intq tﬂeir faééé, aé fhéy walk beside their teams. 4m
gled that I am not an ox driver. '

jis “'““Henry-hnrfies-up the teum until the ieuders .eade are at
- the tzil gate of tie wagon ahesd, then he steps in behind old
’ ? - : 20. 7 ‘
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- Daves' heels and tazes a sest on the wagon tongue - in this

way he gets a rest from ﬁalking, ior a few lengths 6f the
wazon, tut soon the oxen tegin to lag &nd the driver.must
be slongside to apply the very uecessary endouraéement.:

4 large grey wolf kept pace with the wagsons today for
more than an hour - he was on the side next to tne rtiuffs,
end Just out of shooting distance. lhoops, yells and
firing guns did pot ciauge uis iutention of bearing us
company. Ve 4uew there was no danger, yet it did getron
our verves. Reel mounted Billy and started in _ursuit -
tnere seemed no special hurry to get aﬁay, in fset ne gave
us up relucfantly, tut as Reel gained on nim the speed
finally increased until he slunk intc some unevén ground .44*
end was lost sightlbf. o '

June 18.

Where we nooned today the road lay directly &t the oot
of the tluffs, some two or three miles from the river. The
tluffs at this place arehigher than any'we bave rcasged. 4 ‘ ‘
few cedars snd & very little grass is all that is growing
on them, they sppear to te nothing tut vest neapé oI sznd.
Camped & mile from tue Toud nesr & small miry tranch tbat.
circles around in the _rairie tefore reéching the river. , i
The men went hunting again. 4 small tenk of tuffelo - some ,
14 or moie, crossed our »ath on theif way to fhe tluifs,.
Qhe# were 50 near, thal it caused intense_exeitement;and

tiherc was & rush for fire arms &nd horees. " Hugh snd

: 3eel were of the party,

Eugh was ﬁauntéd on a small Spunish dun mule, truuded

e R and said to nave teen the property of Lsjor 2ussell, ¢

from vhom it was tagen ty the Sac and Fox Irdisns - snd -

leter the Comunches im a raid ggeinst these tribes -
| e =l




rmuxdered thp‘Indians and‘gaptured the mule, which seftervards

tecame the _roperty of the Wewhinnays.

- e ——

“ne sérd was soon overtaken. Hdugh exclaimed, "Golly,
whet & whopper,™ .nd took off arter a Lig tull - intending

to ride up élosely,rand tnen dismount and shoot, &8 he knew

— e — -

: if he shot from the mule he 'would te ouickly lunded onm ihe
ground.

The bhatit of the aninel teingz, to turn round and

T T W
L}

round, uider such circumstsznces, in a way to unseat ihe very
test rider. Vhen close enough to ﬁave Speared the tuffslo,
1 and wihen acvout to dismounty to shoot, "Iujor Russell"
( accustomed to the Iﬁdian style of hunting and warfare, to
strike and run), whirled énd for end, and in & twinkling,
; . Eugb lay sprawl;ng on the'ground, on toﬁ of hia gun - and O
in the very f;ce of the ﬁull. In describing the occuraice,
Hugh s2id, "I telieve I qould Jéve ooked him in the eye,
with my fihgéfe." 46y Way Thal is the way it 3ooked to ne,
at ihe time", 7 :
The tull must aave teen as tudly fri htened as Hugh,
for efter sidling around, with nesd lowered to tae ground, .
he'ﬁaeked off to wnat _.e ﬁust n&ve cousidered a“safe uistance,
and then made off =t greatrsgeed. ) ' i
S o) fhé hean ti.e, Reel wowided & culf aﬁd héd a good
Vpros;ect 0% geitiug Iit, when ué n=d {6 5ive_up.the chese to-
get Hgghs' mule, zna ©7 the tiue ue'was_caught the gun could
not be.located. : : - :
Hﬁéﬁ rgmémbered just where it lay, nesr some partially
dried tunch grass, :ef when they came to look over the nesa
there were Several hundred 1little cirb;esﬂof-graéév- with &
few feet of open space Tetween them, angd v1l lookinz so much

3

alike, that the toys viere guiie tewildered.

,,,,, - It xas u long nunt end took up the rest of tne arternuoom,

tut tliey finally succezded in -iuolug-it.e  In the excitement -
: - 22, ' .
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of sterting none of them thougnt of-ammu;itiqn £0 they
merely iad what was in taeir guﬁs_and pistols, so if "Mzjor
Rusesell™, hod tenuved like & vwhite nsans muie, inatead‘of

an Indians, the hunt could not asve lasféd.iopg.

Lhe oznérs-of the party, soon empticé Teelr guwis and
vent home. <~y the time Hugh snQ Heel rewvied tae edge of
tlusf, it S dark, =nd the verious cumpfires down in the
valiey, iwinkled like so mgnj-stars and looked etout as
far awey. The train nud treveled rignt slong = &und the
tluffs «rd level looked so wuch the gxie day &lter day,
with no distinguishbing feature, tnai tane bhunters could
make 10 gpprﬁmimate guess, &s to vhien _articulsr twinkle

izht was "in the wizdow", Lor them. oTter goiug

-

of
to turee camps, the; gave tue horses tie rein, ( as &
lzsthope,) &ni vere not long in resching us. The word
tired 1is quite ixaaeéuate for their paysicel condition,
tut whatever it lacred they lLade up Jor ir sqpetite Tor aLy-
thing edities S5 :
Eertere beginuing to think thet fhey were lost so

were very gled to have them safely beck - did not even

regret toe loss o the calf and tull.
June 19. : '

Tre valley is narrowing «nd tke tiuZfs are nuch Learer
fhe river, cousequently the rosd nas TLech mq%e uneven thgn-any

since coming into tue 3t. Jo road. Where we noviied, toe

road Fork=d, the rigal nanu crosses lue river sodn, and tae

left coutlinues & few miles'fari;er beiﬁre crossing. liost

of the travel seems 10 have zgone to tze right, so ertertain--
ing hopes oI better feed‘dn the ieas¥ traveled roud, wé took
thé_iéftrnaﬁd éﬁe. -Cémged direptly ty the river - the
mosquitoes n&€§-ieen extremely tro;bleéome éll day and are

23.




much worse tonight.

when 1hey.are garticuiérly tfoublesoﬁe in the day tine,—
& tuffalo chip is lighted &nd plsced in ihe we_on - this
S00D SMOXeS thel out - -we can stand it louger than they

call -

By the way, these buffulo chips, when well cured, are

not st all offensive and neke & very zood substitute for

viocd.

!he‘frequentrhehvj rains of gefha,s one or two years,
wash away the ob:éctioﬁéhle parts &nd nhairremains is like
pepier msche, wnd turns like punk. :

There is.& tride and groom in the Inmann party. The
o s bride wears hoops - ve uzve réud o noops‘being vorn, btut

they 0=d N0l recched Kanses berore we left, =0 these are the
FTirst we L=¥e seen, and vould not recommend them for this
mode of traVeling - the viesrer nas less _ersonal srivecy
than the Pawnee in his blunket. In asides the tride is
“eslled Mliss 300py". Falirly sood grass in cump and
ﬁillows for wood. M
June 20.
Almost the lohrest duy in the jear Sﬂd a more uncom—
fortsile one could riot be ﬁade to order - the heat has
teen intolerable, the bright sunshine on the white wagon
> ; .icévers hes Teen tlinding, the dust suffocating, and
the mosquitoes painfully tarmentirg." hOSngtOOS all dsy
lonig und ‘they are here for the night snd we have nothiug to.
proteect ourselves in any way - Today we made the gttempt to
drive ahead 07 tre two bﬁggagg Wa I0LS, 88 10 one rides in
them &nd tne eight yoke of cattle do stir up the Gust et a
greaﬁ rate, ﬁut we are givenu 1o uuderstand that we cun travel

behind the bagzage wazous or leave the 2arty, whica is

elightly irritetins from every poiut of view -'I am sure
24.
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to get my "peck of dirt" before this journey is nalf doue.

The dust and wind has given every tody sore lips - the —

:worSt cases ache, swell,-crack ogen_and tleed. Lhe lower
lip is'invgriably in the vorst coundition - some oi the
boys stick & piece or,;aper Qn7£§;-iip,’t6 servent it
from teing moistened by tae tongue, as he will otherwige
ggn;inuallg. have an inclineiionm to do. Tie paper gave
me no relief, tut made the burning'ache Just thsl much
worse. llet snotaer train of llormons. In order to find a
campiyd plece, we nad to drive half a ﬁile from the road,
over the rougsest ground I .ave seen, and cross tro mddy
Elaughs, and ithen had-no wooa gxcégt vwillows and very poor
grass. | -

June 2l. ; _

Rough roed, heat and mosquitogs the séme as yestefday;
reacned the Tiver crossing at five P 1. Dvo traius huve
crossed today, Urcle Sum went on horsetack to learn the
depth of tue water, and = séfe course to take and st the
same time strize the com;ng out place on {he otier side.
June 22.

There wae neither tiuwe nor inclinstion to write more
Jegterﬁay - itrwas uight btesore all were across the river,
end then Supper had to Te gottew and the damp things pulleﬁ
out of the wagon etc. ete. and everycody dead tired - The

"first-team y/838 an hou;.in nuking the trip, and tae djstaﬁce
( tae ﬁhf\ﬁéfﬁaé”to'go), was a mile. Those who nad just
crossed, said it would Te- necessury £or us fo toutle teams =
this being done; only tvo wagons could go at the sene time -
which made it aeceéSa:y for all tné“driverg,and oxen to

cross the stream thiee tiies. 5 L 3

Goirig over and tack and then recrossing. 4s Uncle

Sam was going to ride uear .nme of his taggage wagons, mother
' 25.
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being unsile to swim, he v.as turned over a few tiues and

und I lhought that would insure u« little more safety, so

preferred tpat to our own,. Wwhere we went aovin into the water,
the river Wank was steep and stout four feet high - g0 on

our first entrance into the stream, the wazon came SO near

standing on eud, thst &ll view of the team was cut off for

a few seconds and tuere could be seen only the muddy veter

vell up to th- wazon bed. When the wagon was righted, there

was little to reassure us. Eher'ater Tuns verr swiftly, sud

thai together with the buhd wasnlug from uuder the wneels, or

tne wheels Setllan aown into the qu1ck5und caused a
Snaklngrtrembllng sensatlon tnet was truly terrifying. There
were four drivers to each wagon,. yet it was difficeunlt to ke ep

tne cattle moving in the right direction, as they Lore

~0fi down stream on account oI tie swiftnéss of the tater -

if they nhlted for Just a moment, they nad d1f¢1culty in

getling tpelr feet out of the quicz-sand, and ihe settling

down of the wazon could be plainly felt. In Places tha

vater was midmay of the wazon Leds - in this great expanse of

muudy vwater taere was no way of'tellln} tne decp pleces - SIS

from the shellow clieS. 21

Each team ané wagon éut down into sand wh;ch-was at
bhce vashed aw&y; leaviug an entirely diff&reﬁ% Tootiug
for the one Tollovirg lmmﬂﬁlately after. On the way over,
it was necessary to pull on to two di Iferent sand islands and
traverse them a short distuice - betmeen the islunds the curr—h

ent'wéﬁtéorgwift ! t _the +ead Wawon cut 1n10 tae sand

tadly, =nd the consequent waenlng_out ¢e1t the water of

such & depth thut tae catt.e to the next wazon, were.
foreed to ewim and the wagon Tloated - &t this juncture,

Henry plunked off irto & hole and went in all over, and
— T
Egar . —_—

going down stream, when Reel cuught hixm and put him on ais-
feet- if imiediste assistance nad not teen siven, there would
BB D PR ARLE L g i




nave teen one Loy iess in camp.’ Joku Fossett on a

-mule, rode anead oi some 0T tne wagons = to show them

which way tc go - ihe wule went off into & hole, and they
toth turned a somerszult- the mule then decided to go

his own way suc John hud to wade tue rest of tie way
écross the river. Lhere were a good nany Jokat &tout hin
téing sqih a "dandy guide™. it wangeally too tad since
he got such & wettlirg, and the very same might have
hépgeﬁed'to any o them - as tnere is Lo wey of telling

wnere t:ese dangerous places are.

211 in all vwe came off well -.no life lost, cattle all

'safely across and provisions but slightly injured ty

the water.

Yet we nad to tzie evefﬁtningrout to air and dry out
the vwagols. &he-catlle are very tired and quite a nuuber
need éhoeing, 50 e stay here for tae day.

Q@e-lnmanna huve béen with us Zor ten deys, yet we
did not smow trsat tpere was a grand-motaer iﬁ.tneif ~arty,
until toduy after the wagons were emptied, when she was
seen sitting in a rocking-chair looking cut of tre back of
the wezon. In QESﬁer to inqﬁiries she said toal Sne was
large unﬁ feekle &nd could not gét out &nd ih vithout help,

s0 she just stayed in the wason., Y4Yhink of thuat, and we who

o

can wait on ourselves and get out and in &t pleasure, have

thought we were so uncomfortstle and compisined so much.

Che rorecoing does not sound as ithough we vere socistle

or on zood terms with ocur fellow travelers - the. plain fact.

of the watter is, we nsve 1o time For sociacility. From the
time we get up in the morning, until we are on the road, it
is hurry scurry to get breakfast snd .ut away toe thiugs

" thatl necessarily nsa to te pulied out lsast night - while

under way there—is no room in the wacon Tor & visitor,

it : v - ERe  F ez
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nooning is béreiy long encugh to et a cold tite - and at
niznt all tide cooking utensils ana prov1sions are 1o te 5ottan

atout the camp fira,,and cooking enough done to lsst until

. the uext night.

4lthough there is not much to cook, the difficulty and

incouvenience in doing it, smounts to a great desl - so oy .

- the time ope nas squatted around the rire und cooked bread

and tacon, sud wmede Seversl dozen trips to and from the vagon,—

washed the dishes, | with 1o place to drzin iuem) and *otten

-tnlL!S ready Zor an early breakfast some of the others

already ..&ve tneir ni:nt capa on = at any rate it is time
to zo fo ted. In respect t& the vomen's work, the days
ere £11 very much the same - excent when we stop For a
day, thenthere is washing to bte done snd light bread to
maxe and zll kinds oi odd jots. Some women have Very
little help about the camp, teing obliged to get the wood
and vuiér [ as far as possitle), muke czmp fires, unpack
at nlrht and »ack up 1n the morning - snd if they are
liissourianus tney have the milking to do, if they are
Tortursate enouéh t0 have cows,.

I am lucky in heving s Yankee or 2 hustand, so am
well waited on. Shere is another erossing of the river
two milss Farther on - th.t we ga%éineard of = tvo days
g0, 1wWo wajons turned O¥er there - two men vere drowned
snd tnelr boales were not recovered - their magous and -
provisions were lost. . N

Svo trzins are on tae other side, preparing to ercss
where we dld. The toys found & siull of s white person,

near camp and regurdless of ny protests, sut it up and

shot at it with thelr PlStOlS.-fo4 course taere ‘have been

8ll kinds of surmises as to vhom it belonged to and how it 7

came to te here.
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If the wolve could only te inté rviewen, sometnlng

could Lte learned of the matter. as tnere are neither stoues
por timber in ihis section, taoere is no vway to secure the
todies of tnose so unfortunate as to require interment.

w0 fuel here except chipé and tney are not st all
pién{iful.- It is 20 miles acrpss~to'uorth Plaette and

there i8 no water on tre way - 80 1nh.t is to be our next

stopping place.

Today nas teen trne warmest day of the sSeason, it would
be more correct to ssy, hoitest - ihis evening it is very

cloudy und such a stiff wind thal it is difficult to walk

against it. : o
June 23rd;

Che bluff we nud to ascend to Zet on the dividing ridge

tctween liorth and South Platte, was very high and vérx
steep in places., Ihe road was neceggrily szndy as ithe whole

country is little tut sznd. Once oun the-ridgé, the

road is quite level and not at all ted. .In the most
fertile places tnefe is-a very litile graes and bunches of
cactus. The qﬁttle would mot eat tie grass so ﬁsoning
weas short.

the . -

When we zot to.going dovn place, we cert=1n1y-fe1t
tnat we were "tetween tne-Dev11 and the deep sea", had it
Leen possitle to av01d tnis, the plsce would have Leen
thougbt impessatle. In the past, wagons were iet down with
ropes, the olaces are stlll olainly marked - some more
venturesome oles - OT yernaps ornes who had no ropes, lgft

their trucks in the Bznd and like a tund of sheep ithe rest

followud._ Only one yoxe vi cattle was left to esach !

wagon snd &ll iour of the whecls were locked - BeBldGE G

belng dread;ully steep, the rosd was tadly cut up and the

__dust and sand so deep 1h-t the chuck holes could not bte

seen, | btut were plainiy felt;) - and any way the air was
d < ) - = 29- 7 V -
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 so full oF dust that much o the time the oxen were barely

vigitle = "my_gipgdom" Ior a treath of fresh air. Ouece
down this territle hill; aﬂd_we vere in woat is éulled &80
Hoilow - this name I suppose, beccause The .arth and dust
look lixe aéﬁes. “here were 1iwo miles o7 hafd ~ulling
through deep sund, to reach the river, which looks ﬁﬁét

es muédj and turbulent as the South Pleite - the tlusfs
come down ciqser; ieaving a narromer-valley than dn the
other side of the divide - and there a&re Some cedars near
the top. Ve are glad to see & tree even st & distance.
The grass is very poor. BeZore the teams could be unyoked,
the camp was full of Sioux Indizns. we are not aécusiomeﬁ
to meeting Indians on such familia:"terms, &nd were somewhsat
nervous ?0 2eve 80 many staﬁding atout in 1hé way of the
camp arrsngchents for the nisate. ULcie Sznm kept charging
us to‘keep on our guerd, as'“nohody mons wﬁat they nay be
up to". “hey are-tall Tine looking lndiars - the women and
men 2like wear the hair in tvwo long traids hanging dovn the
taeck - from its sleék gloésy aprearcnce 1t shows the care

thut it receives. <he dress is the same a8 the Pavwnees

have, Woviernment lakinaw, three point tlznkets. Shey came

with moccasins to traﬁa for souething to eat - Some of the
Inmunns got & pair for one biscuit - some bne else gave tvb
biscuits, while I got a sair for a quart of "soog" (sugar),
hey are very eager for ‘sweetness of &ny description. Lheir
moceasins are not at gll sretty and not durabla. whey are
of pooriy tannéd.huiﬁalnhhiﬁg,ana are. stiff and rough.’
4 piece the shape o: the foot, for the sole, . .is festened

to the ujper with stitches salf an inck long, made of string,

"I believe such sewinz is ezl ed Mwhansina® - it doesnit
- ) (=] : =} g

'keéb,out the dust efrectively. The indians kmow tut

little Enzlish, so the bartering was dome szfly ty signs.
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It v.as suggested that as tne <ruders were Brincipally_
Freﬁchﬁen, thet if we only spoke thut langsuuge there would
te no trouble in maxing tned wuderstéend. - | .

0la gentlegan Inmann Sald ae could tzlk French, "hadn't
ihouzht of 1t - ;uat stund back Loys &aua 111 maﬂe them
understand peteet, peteet, eteet™ (petite). Lhose stupid
Indians did vot understand French (%) any Tetter thun they
did English.

Tpeir cump is & short distsuce down the river, where
tnere,is a white man with whiékey for sule. 4nother skull
found neﬁr cump. j '_TT-;", 2 s >
June 24. '

It :as teen very hard oﬁ i1he czttle &nd drivers today,
rough road and deep sand most of the tide - the sand was
s0 soft tihest the wagons cul dovn into it from Eiéﬁ%‘forten
inches. et & train of 20 wagons, - liormons &8gain - they

say taere are plenty more thot would be slad to leave Salt

Leake if they coula only get avay - tuese are in just such

sgualor as the otners we met. uconed_close to tae river,

had very poor'grass. We passed the graves of five soldiers
who were killed in Sept. 1855, in an action between ine Sioux
undkthe UfS; solaiers &t Porf Keafny. Lot stones were nade
of‘cedar, brougﬁt from tae biuff and hewn into shape, then
painted waite, wilh black letiering. Lhis silent story
trougat to mind the song of liepoleon, which I learned from
Bertia, "He slecps nis last sleep, he hus vought his last
tuattle, Lo.souud.can awake hia to glory ag=in." -This ﬁas
been_running througﬁ:ﬁg nead all day§'ﬁespite my efforts
to thin;rog éomething else.— so I ﬁéve sung and_hﬁmméd
end sung wntil I never want to hear it agsin. In this
eﬁgagement the Indiaus mere routed. Lhose who took .
refuge in a céve'in the blﬁffs. were iolloved fy the soldiers

31,




who tried every nemns to induce them to come out - being
unsuccessful, volley after volley was poured into_the cave,
‘with the result that not ome Indian came out &lives.

There were in‘g%}, 18 men, women und children. 4 ,'
motaer and infsnt at the breast, fell by the ssme shot, and
in éuch 4 vay, thet in death.she sat claséing the child to her
tosom. Those soldiers.ﬁere tihere for the ex,rese purpose
of extérminating Indians.,ﬁe;e they disloyal 1o the -
government when they shed a few tesrs, I7 the Sioux hsd éent
their squaws and children instesd of their warriors, to meet
Uncle Sem's ﬁen, they would have . received the blauxets
CEhon titg govennmett'invariably issues to them arter &
raid end treaty of .esce, &nd tnere Lée& have teen no Llood

" shed om either side.

and as for the treat& of peace, it is hct.worth the

paper it is written on, when once an Indisn tegins to feel

ugly, and is aching Ior a "scrap®, Yhe Toregoing was
leari:ed from one whé wag in tne raid jﬁst spoken of - his
term of énlistment eipired soon after, anﬁ gs'he h&d no
furthner desiré for Indisn Tighting, be did not re-enlists”
Cumped near the river - no wood 2nd poor grass.
Ozme near forgetting to say, that should the‘sarvices ot &
Physician te resuired, one méy-be found in one of the trsins
anead - His ad. freshly written in bright red keel, was
conspicuously piaced oﬁ7é%dh 6f the cedar slabs to the
ﬁemory ofrthe soldiers —'"Dr. J. liocle? The Dr. is a deep
thinker, for no more sightly place could have been.selected. ..
to caééh the eje of the epfire traveling putlic.
zﬁﬁﬁmm{. e MRS S, T !
I am wondering just how hard-the ﬁih@“ﬁ&s.to tlow, before
‘it is called a2 tornado. We were visited'last”night bty the

most viaelent wind sterm that we ever experienced- the wazon
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ras:éo qhgkén'up,— hat one could hbt tell which way the
vibratlonQ vere, CdeWdrd forward, aidawise or_all inreé
tooetner. ~unt 3is was curious &nc puiling ucer nead out-
side csle Lear :01n- overboard, &nd lost a fine Lew siik
handﬁerchief tast was do;ug duty as a nlght cap - notnlng
more was seen of it It w&s the 1uten;10n 10 meke an

‘eerly sturt this morning, so a5 to get ahead of some of

the trains thut are doi Eg taeir suzre in muking feed scarce,
tut an ox was nissing srd we were detained tro hours in
CoLISETUENCE. ihe 0x was found four miles shesd in Iarmer 8

truin. *“ooned st an old gamplng olace nuite & distauce from

the road, even tken round very poor grass. We more often

eat btread and milk «t noon than any thing else. uhe milk

is carried in & can swung to the wmagon bows, overnead. 3By
hoog,_{ if the churn works well and it selﬁbm féils), there
is & tall 6f [+ t»e“ ihe size of a ulckory nut ad innumeratle

1little JDES lixe snot.- N s  j 5 e i

If ihe day is not, e nave hot milk, if cold, we nave
cold milk, tut Lrli ke lne "bean porrage’ of school daye, it

is never nine df“s old. Overtoox Farumers' truin this after-

noau,fk

Cumped on tﬁé tank of a clear cold stream just where it

emptzeq into the river - its 1nd1vlduality is soon losi in the

muddy river. #o vwood wnatchr., Woen going into canp where

there is no wood, various ehip gatherefs @8y te seen, bag

Cin nang, ivtent on EEttlDL enouzh to cook the evening meal -

it would Le .amusin: I'it were not dlre Hecessity hnlch

dri#ss them to it. Hale made a gatherlng this evenlng,
and reported 1o motacr tuau he got " some good fresh ones."
Very poor grass on Ttﬁ*&ﬁ%andﬁmhﬁIﬁﬁLQE Cattle Tere

taken. uucn :f %the road today was through deep bng T- bnats

were VEIJ Very truutleaome snd tnc TInd Blew: s rolac nndhin o



moré s needed to make the dayra disagreeatle one.
-June 26.7 : : |
. VCa-.mp was aétir é_arly so made a yood S{art. 3:"0.1‘ Bome
reaBohi the cump road made & detour 16 the left before
reaching the msin rosd. Lhe Inmanus instesd of rollowing
as usual, struck off in a direct Tine = Gheli ain Soened
to te to get into tune road Jjust ahend 0% us. Their wagous
went tumping over the.éage trush at & great rate; tut soon
came to a sland étill on eccount o. Some obstructioh, and they
vere otliged to TLump baéck 1o the road aua ¥all in tehind. -
ﬁeidid not blame them for nol wanting to stay atrthe
f;il end of the train where they got so nuch dust, tut uoﬁld
father they had sald so snd _cpe un sarliér so as Lo te out
of vur way. Soon aiter lesviug culp We came in sisht of Court
zouse .ock which &apieuared to-be tut 2 short distance shesd;
yet it was nooun Ttelore we were opposite the immensé lang narks.
While Héoning, some oi the party.set out to go the few
hurdred ysr@s awsy as it appsared to be - ut diétances here
are so deceptive that it sroved to te a 1oﬁg wey off still,
s0 only tvo ©of the toys IuG the courcge 10 keep on uniil the
placé was reacned. %here are tiree rockxs, two comparatively
emall oﬁes, and fhe large one cilled the Court douse, which
rises to thelheight of 1u0 feet, they siand out toldly
anu alone in the open prairie mo other rocks nor tiuffs
teing peur them and look very much indeed 1ii~:e houses of
so0d. ‘
sno0tner point in interest is Chimney .ock, which is
in sigbt. WVYncle sum killed an antelobe this evening .0he
meat is véry fine. He is aﬁ-exceilent shot, and traveling
in advauce ol the Wagons, has nad many opportunities of
getting reicils, prairie cniczens snd antelope. 1hej.-

are always generous in dividiiz, if fthe supply will =dmit of



it tut with & Zamily o7 eight, this .ccurs only cccasionslly.

I+ &5 Leen & trifle copler thunm yecterday, still was very
werm -nd the gnats extremely trouctlesome.

Cnis evenluy it 1s cloudy =nd there is a bhijh wirnd and

with ar occasioiul sprinkle. Comped by the river - gross

or.ly moderatlely ;00d. <rsen willows ccn Ye sSeen on an

islznd, tut tiae toys ﬁill not wade for them, €0 we must uake
out with a seant supply of chips - if any thing is wi.derdovne
tonight, it cun be attrituted to tne wind arna a leck of fuel.
It is a good iime to bc cross if one were so inclined.
sfter supger, dugh znd Jeorge Heven Seemed to have

gotten inbo some dirficulty zru first one Qud then enotaer of
the to,s joined in. It was a surprise as we nad rever rmovn
vasning,

of wny cisagrcement whatever. During the éhoving ana
they got pretily close to the river - Uncle Sum sprang irto the
midast oy it like & flash, ‘Hush grabbed his fother anud .
sprahg inio the river. e later learued thyi it was deo;ge's
birtanday, cnd Zush w8 m=ster of ceremoniés, vas”trying to

put him in the river. |

soke on Hugh, Ly

Uncle 5sm thought he could

=

pushing him in - Hugh divining hispurpose, gave him the most
o7 the duecking thet auny one had. Jeorge I believe, got his
feet wet onlya.

Jure 27.

Very cold cud disagreealle with Buch a hard wind that we

Q

ame nesr not gettiuyg envugh cooxed for breskfast, and-

zs a result, every btoedy got &8s cross as & tear. Chimney

W
©

¢k was in f=ir view of czmp, so mother su:id she would

" walk on axd go to i, ds s;me was anxious to see it close by

I irteaded to g0 fﬁif%ﬁfbo,'?ut would ride a while ﬁgrét. at

11 o'clock we cume to wolher beside .the roud, und resdy to
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ride, =ss the chimney dld not seem.much ﬁcarer thun ﬁhen ve
left éump.
Some two_or tnre¢ 0r ilune Lorys, went on norseback, wund
they said th.t in the wmost direct line, it was 14 niles from
" the roud. Chimmey -iock, like the Vourthcuse, stwuuds in the
open prairie, which mmkes it loﬁk all tane nore beautiiul
and‘curious.‘ Its heignt is estinated at ir@m-lao to 200
fpet scove the level. From a distance f that is 1he ouly
wey we zoi to see it), the tase appears round and gruaudlly
fapsrs 10 the chimmey proper, vhidn though only iour fcet
across, rises 100 f-et acove the-base. Lre fact tnal we
.were all d=y in paééing this great curiosity, filled us with a
st111 grester desire 1o te nesr it, axa tucre were wany
regrets thot we had no tiue to ﬁevoteto'natural curiositiecs.
To the ieft, rocky btlufis extended as fsr &s the eye ‘ean reach,
Cedars'are:growing on the more distant Dges,-and those inter-
vening sre rocky and square lookin: like houses and forts.
Séottfs =luffs have Teen in sight all dey. %key are 14 miles
from <himmey Rogk. Very poUr grass where we nouned. -e Bhort
distance beforé going into czmp, ;asséd & wagon and tent
l_ﬁhere Prenohmgn éré i;finé with squavs. _ihe place is called
a trading post.__ﬁére'the road forks, oue going uver the
hills and ihe other folloving the river & few miles farther. -
took the latter aina found.good feed. It nas Teen so long )
sipég we  had wood, thittsome wété% ébakeﬂ pine or cedar‘I
believe it was, looked much better then we round it to be =-

3

chips are preferatle - 21so0 tried sage brush for the:first

)

: bl . QAT
tine, and-found it would burn well. The mosqudtocs a¥e of
3 ; ; - g s Sy,
the largest size yet seen, and just as thick s the .}
- : rr AW

smaller varieily has been.

—-We save ze&srd of a place where "Muny of the mosquitoes

AT A wihd Ak A WANRA W R TR L ) o . o



In cutting ham for supper, the inife slipped and the

"left fore ginger was cut to the tone, between the first and

second jqinfs. “*he Inmanns did not come into camp tonight.

June 28, Sundaye.

It was very cold this morning -~ in order to bte comfort-

‘atle, I hed to wear a sacque, jacket and shawl. 4he weather

seems to Le one extreme or the other, btut the dust and
ﬁosqﬁitoes continue &tout the same regardlesa of the
témperattre, the latter must have a coat of mail to be
atle to stand such cold weather. '

Soon after leaving camp, we came t0 Where the road
forks, the left goes partially aroubd'fhe bluifs, and is
said to be the test road, Ttut as it has not teen traveled this
year we took the other which goes through tﬁe tluffs. We

were really surprised to find the road as good aBd smooth

' a8 it was, for the country is so rough and there was so much

up and:down hill. 7

The tluffs are of light colored sandy clay - and the road
is cut down inté it more ﬁé'less all the way, in places to the
depth of from six to eight feet, with 1iitle more tham room

for tie wagon to pass tarough. It looks &s though this cut

‘had been méda by a great tody of water rusaing through, making

many curves and angles, and at such points, cutt ing ont
underneath, léaving_overhanding wells = most of the way the

walls are perpendicular. %his is 50 far above the river

that we cannot conceive of any other agency than a cloud

turst, to have caused.this. great curiosity....In under the- .

over-handing places, many persons had left their nanes, written 7

in penail_—‘some had been there for three years, and were Just
as legible &8 those of more recent date. 4in opportunity like
this is not o te overlooked 50 we went on record with the

rest, not omitting Dr. lioble. il ox béionginz to Soma train
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ahead, was found at the foot of a 30 foot tluff from whieh .

he had fallen. breaking one hind leg and dlslocating the ’
other. <ither the owner was so inhuman a8 to leave hin to
suffer ‘and atarve. or the duat wW&B BO thick that the - accident
was not observed. One of the boys went out for antelope,

did not get any tut found a nice cow - the wmer will soon
be claiming her. after passing tarougin the B rrow cut Jjust
spoken of, we came out on a8 little mesa or semil level landing
part way up the bluffs. from whlch taere was a heautiful
-view of the river, valley and Gnimney Bock. etc.

On the higher bluffs which are still to te passed, there
are cedars growing. 4t the foot of & perpendicular bluff.
which faces the Mésa, is & plainly marked gfave, that has béen
visited bty so many, that & little trai}_is'worn. Pieces of
cloth the color the soldiers wear, and a'bioﬁdy,bona. told
0F the despoiling wolves. By noon we had passed through
the hills and were tyomiles up the valley by the river. The
valley is gradually narrowing and the riverrdiminishiﬁg in -
‘aise. : .

‘ During the hAlt, é grave was seen iﬁ a low, inconspicuous

place near the river -. It was tpat of & young man thst had

: héen drowned in thé-river, as we learned from & tit of toard
written on with 8 lead pemcil. <here were comments on the
épparént shallowness of tne grave - as the little displacement
of earth showed, that it could not be more than.dne or at __
most two !aat below the level to the body - and further more
that the wolves had not nmolested it. - Aunt bis detected the
unBanitary atmosphere and urged a nasty retreat and as she
is noted ( in the family) for her unerring olfactories. we
did not tarry.- ;

During the &fternocon, the road left the river and was
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rather level and over the very poorest country‘that“ono

could imszine. The short grass was all crisped up and

. pfickly'pears every where. When it came camping time,

we left the road and traveled half a mile before reaching

~the river.

While in thﬁ tluffs we got some cedar roots and trought
along, they burn very nicely, chips are also plentiful and
the grass is pretty good so we are quite well fixed.

There is ﬁ; vwind tonight and éfter our varied experiences
we feel that this is the very pleasantést'night since
leaving home. Soon after camping the picked up cow took
the back track. Carlo is not with us tonight and we

fear she got lost in the thick dust while going through’
the tluffs. %he dust has given her Sore eyes and she has
had & place on tﬂé faney red seat in the wagon much of
the tize.of late.

June 29th:

Sy eight o &lock this mornlng we came to Horse Creek

a fine little etream with a nice sandy erossing. 4&s far es
the eye can reach there is not & tree mor bush of any )
kind near it. Here is a Grading post and 17 Sioux lodgese.

Our oxen got frightened at the 4ndians snd tried to run

away. It is 39 miles from here to Fort Larsmie. Went

some distance from the road to noon ty a small stream

~ of clear cold water.

After using the muddy waters of the Platte so long, a

eup of this ig very inviting3r'+he £rase- is: very -poor =

one good thing at.a time - will they last any the longere.

7 Prolonged the noonming to wait for one of the toys who has

gone tack for an ox that is missing. He may have to go

eight or ten miles.

While e wait the toys are catching some nice little

e i e
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June 30. '_' - i _
“As tna men d4id not return with the ox, we remained

at the nooning pl&ce_until this morning, making e 1ate

start a8 we d1d not want to get too far ahead'ofrhim..

Lhis asfternoon passed s tfading poet Zept Ly g,Pennsylvaniéﬂrr.“

vith & squaw wife. ' : - ;

He bad quite an assortment of things to dispose of to -

 the enigrants. Bu;falo rotes, moccasing, bowa and arrows

eto. -
| I got 8 very pretty pair of mocnasins with a bit of T
scarlet hroadcloth on the 1nstep, Lordered with whzte
beqﬂs = price ql.QO, we were told that they were nade ty the
Snake Indiang.,'— i
Fathker got =& la;gs partially worn tuffalo robe for
$3.00. One that was very nuch smaller tut fresh Bnd new,

vith nico long hair and as white inside as unbleached-nuslin.

eulted me tut 910 00 was nmore than I mould pay for it. Still

I was tempted. Pald 75 cents for & pound of candy. ¢he

trader was anxious to get sugar and as we ‘have more than we
think will te quulred forrtnd trip, we s0ld some. Where
we nooned near thne rivar tne grass was very pPoor. It :
seems 0dd to again be among trees, even if they are small

and far apar» we enjoy the change from no trees at all for .

' 80 many miles, ag has been the case. 4 cow died of )

- alkali this morn1ng. Lhe ecattle are so0 accustomed now,
to seeing their fellows ty the way &ide thqt they have

grown quite 1ndifferent and pass Tty with out more than a

casual glsnce. ‘he Bame may be obaerved of the people, for

‘tne little tr&ile leaulng to _lonely graves are not s0 well worn

as thoae seen hcretofore. 5 We have iearned that the young ‘man
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who went back for the ox, 1s in Farmers train. s8ick.
Auht S3is and Unecle Sam have gone tack for him. Had to
go quife'a'distance from the road,rtb reach the river
where we camped. Hiserable grass - plenty of dead
trees and stumps to turn and 2ll the water thé'mgddy
| Pl&tte affords.
July 1lst.

Thg_sﬁck man was brought into camp last night, he is not
seriously ill. The road has been rough and uheien all
day - mnot finding water nor any good place to noon, we

" stopped in the road long enough to eat a bite, without
;tﬁrning the cattle out. lear waere we stopped, a
woman had béen buriéd sone time tefore, teside the-roaﬁ
anere taere was 1iit1e more than room for the wagon to
stand. 4 couple of holes ( like sguirrel holes only much
larger), and tits of clothing end other remains, showed
who have been there, the whole front of a waést of
Doll} Varden goods, made in musk-melon style and
gathered into. the old fashioned long pique was the
lérgest piece of clotaing. Here was another good
‘opportunity ior "Dr. J. liotle" to advertise. Some one
wrote in peneil, just below ﬁis signsture in red -
ﬁIs a Jack Ass". A4rter serious considarution, we are
wanderlng which one should stand most in awe of. tho
Dr. or the wolveas. This is the thirddtg‘ce Carlo was lost
eud nothing has teen heard of her, 8o we have given up _
seeing her again and-can‘imagina her tlinded bty the dust,
sterving alone back in the tluffs. :
' Laramie Peak is in sight and we are within one days
travel of the Eort.‘
July gnd.

Fort Laramie si1wnds nesr tha foot nf a8 centle alana
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and but 1ittle above the orairie and river which it fuces.
The hille are bn taree sides, anu though & consideralle
distance from the btuildings, completely overlook the
place. ‘ Leramie oreek is quite a stream and flows on the
VéaStéfn side down to the river. As tae Fort was quite

a aistance from the road, and nothing was needed, we
passed bty without calling. Camped on the river where
there was a moderate supply of wood. The river is grow=-

ing smaller - ohly atout 200 yards wide at the Fort - tle

© . water is also less muddy then lower down the stream.

July 3rd.

The road today was varied, tut mostly rough and
up and down. During ‘the afternoon, for some little time,
' very tlack clouds were seen in the west, and from th§
wind &nd increasing darkneés it was evident that we were
scon to come fuace to face with the unwelcome visitor.
itout four o'clock & terrific storm-broke upon us. fhe
wind blew, aﬁd it réined, hailé&, thundered, lightened
in a way never belore seen, even in the two years®
experience in Xansas storms. <he cattle refused to ohéy :
- the drivers or face the storm, and turned directly atout,
énd had Ee te well guarded.by all the men to keep them
from running away. <he thunder crashed at our very heads,
znd the guards.said the lightning circled around the
wagon tires and ran on the log chains. The men although
in oileloth suits, were pretty well drenched. We moved
on 8s soon a8 the storm stated sufficiently for the cattle
to te made to face it. is the hesvy clouds paseeti i
(though it continued to rain), Larsmie Peak could be

"seen off to our left in the distznoe, with a halo of bright

sunshine stout 1ts hesd, and a storm, ( such &s had
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. but Just the same olq jolts with plenty of dust thrown in.

of the lines, "As some tall cliff that lifts its mighty

an.

 Swells from the vale, and midway leaves the storm:

Though round its breast the rolling clouds nay spread,
Eternal sunsblne settles on its head.
It was after dark before we got to the camping Place
where Uncle Sam had a campfire awaiting us. Shat waal
the only cemp-fire mude, eviry bpne was tired, some of
us were cross-and wet, tut any kind of & humor was
excusatle on such an occasion.

Lot until the next mornlng did we Bee tnat the
camp -fire was on a grave - but it was not moved, I have

mentioned our growing'iudifference, and can but think

that what we are obliged to endure easch day is robting us -

of all sentiment - it is to te hoped that we will not be

Qermanently changed.
July 4th:

This has not seemed at all like "Independence Day",

I did succeed in finishing my book "Dred. or The Dismal

Swamp.”  Have .been quite a while in gettxng through it,
it is nard to read when it 13 tdo warm and %he mosquitoes
bite and the waron jolts and the dust cowes in until you
lose the place. Do mot think I will try to read any
thiug else. - We h&d a besutiful caup beside the river -
direetly opposite, perpendicular tluffs 55 or 100 feet
high rose from.the very tank of the riVer. making & '
dellghtful change from the levels we _bave had to look at

80 long, =-- 48 it was the 4th Reagl wanted ‘something extra
for supper - well wha: should it be. he said "corn

starch” - I had never heard of that being a 4th of duly

dish, and further more I did not know how to cook it = but
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he did "Just as iunt Hannah used to", - so I atood by and
saw him burn his flngers and scorcb the starch which when
done was of tne coneistency of very thin gravy. But we ato
it »for a trip like this, one must not be too particulsr.
July 5th: |
 liothing of note until we Feuched a bridge where our
road crosses the river. 4s the toll is é5.00; the fofd
which is two miles and onme hal? farther up the river, was
investigated before crdssing. “he toll map ssid that the
ford was nhsafe, thst two or three men and some caitle were
drowned there recently. Ve did not know but anxiety to
8ecure the toll made the ford more "unsafe", but they
found the water too deep for the wagons, 80 they crossed
on tae bridge and the loose cattle were taken to the_ford
and had to swim. Thé keeper of thne tridge wés 8 white
man with & wonite wife. Ze watited mothers baty wagon and
as i) had been of little use, and was always iﬁ-tha'way
wnen enything in tihe wagon was wzited, Bhe-let it go for

toll.

The record of tae next 15 déys, wes losi when tae
house in Potter Valley, Cul was turned, and in order to
cover all the ground and magke thé trip complete, I will
quote from my trothers diary { for the 15 days) of the same
trip, made three years previously, and will make such notes o
of incidents, as pléces descrited may bring to mind, after—-
a lapse of 54 years. Iy brother reached—Fdrt Laramie _
almost & month earlier in the season than we did yet the roéd
and conditions were sractically the séme, end a space of
three years made little or no difference in what was

‘encountered. &after erossing Platte on the bridge, we came

into the route ha t+awalaa . _» =
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good to guit.”

ey
5 .

served us as gulde ﬁobk; apd was of thargreatest.assiatanod-
in giving distances, to water and grass, so that we were
always atle to tell whut was anead and prepare for it. On
the other hand, the guilde bodks were very unsrelistle.

June 16th. Priday: 3 ; :

Got & laie start this morning; wera‘delayed ty an
antelope tnat we found it necessury fo take care of. The
couﬁiry is rolling and hilly and quite bafren. The roads
sandye. Passed the Flatte bridge = it is made of lumber
that wes brougnt frﬁm Salt Luke - here was a store house
with a good assortment of goods fbr sale, The folks frém.
the other side of the river are rolling in fast. Some that
left'the Fort tﬁe same day that we dia, are amoﬁg them - Ffrom
wnat they sgy of the roa&j‘iirié'better than oure has teen.
This evening ohelof the Toys éompléined of a "misery™ in his
treast, I advised & light supper. "What", said he, "you
don't think eating caused it, if it did not it will do no
I nad noticed the previous mesl, the filling of his pint

cup, three times, with tea of the strougest quality. "I am

_ eutirely too'hung:j 1o eat 1ight; and I wonlt do it while I

can stand it, I would rather bte in hell tasn do without

- enough toeat.” His principal enjoyment is in eating.

TWe camped four miles acove the b:i@ga, near'thq river,
had very poor érass, Passed severai alksli éfofﬂ. )
Dist&ﬁca trgveled 20 mileB. -

June 17th. Saturday. i

By starting earlyiwe_ieft atout 20 waéona behind, thut

were btefore us last night. Some distence from camp, tﬁe

road forked, the left hand follows the river & few miles
fartper and the right takes off over the nills snd is a
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nearer route to tﬁe-ﬁweetwater River. We took the right,
there wes nb good water during the day, and the‘ground waé
77whitc in many places with éaleratua.' Crossed one or two
small branches strongly lmpregnated with alkali. We got
-in company with a trein and drove of caﬁtlé belonging to
S, Laront & Co. of St. ~ouis., Camped with them on the
. best grass we have had since le.ving Scotts ©luffs - good
spring water only slightly alksline. %he éamging place
was atout one mile from the road to the right soon after
passiﬁg rock avenue.
Fdr wood thers was plenty o dead sage trush. Distarce
traveled 21 miles." -
(B8~ e |
l During this days gourney, which ie in the Black Hills,
there were so many-beautiful stones slong the road, that 5
we did a great deal of walking, Just for the pleasure of
picking them up to admire for a little while. I tucked
some of the prettiest ones away in the pookats-on the wagon
cover, tut they were soon thrown away"to lighten the load".
2411 the colors of the raintow were féj}esented - there was
cornelian, amber, emeréld, topaz, ruties etc. etc. gnd
any amount ol coarser &rticles as giﬁgegbread. sassafras
and castile soap &c &é &c.
The bigh wind which prevailed, interfered very much

with our locomotion, and switched thg dresses stout,

leaving the pedsl extremities in & precarious condition.

To overéomeqthié, sunt Sig end &mily, éinned some- rocks in-
the tottom of treir skirts, pever dresming of the black
shins they would carry for-the next week. It is needless
.to say that their invention wes not é succeBss, S0 Was never

‘patented. 52 %1 00 g

"Sunday June 18.
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Wa had calcnlated to lay ty and 1et the cattle rest
‘and feed up, but after breakfast we thought best to
-V“keep the ark a moving . After five miles travel, came tor
Willow Springs - these form a small branch which we had
followedlup for two miles tefore coﬁing to the springs.
‘The Springs are sitqated at tioe foot Qf_rioséeot“ﬂili. 7
which;is a8 consideraltle eminencé.ﬁ)ﬁhe land generally is
- roiiing ;nﬁ the road hafd and gravely. 4fter crossing
two creeks of clear water and following down tne second
‘some distance,-we cémped where the water was Trackish,-
llittle or no grase and sage brush for wood.r Distance =
travelad 15 miles. . : :
Monday June 19.

On account of the scarcity of grase, we hitched up
~and put out tefore breakfast, thinking some might be
founda liftie FHFEE T on, were unahlé to do sé until near
 poon when we arrived at Sweet watér. 4-little north of

the road is a veryfstrong alkaline lske, some two or

' three miles in circumference, On +ne margin of this was

excellent grass. Emigrants generally are afraid to
turn in here, tut our experience has been, that unless very
dry, the caktle drink such water very sperirgly if at all.
"Dyring the foreno;h"drive. paseed a cqhéiderable nﬁmber of.
alkali ppﬁds or lakes,igroupg which the ground was white - =
I picked up so.:e lumps that were near two incnes in
_dismeter and pure and wbite - much-of-if'ié staired more .
. or.less. by the earth. The Red Butteﬁ are in sight, to
the H.B. Our nooﬁing slace was near Independencé Rock,
which is situated on the left bank of the Swaetwayer.
Thiauis quite g_ggzgu place. The rock is granite and is

300 3ards long and from 76 to 100 feet high &nd in Ehape"

—~an 1rregular oval. It has a vcry weather beaten appesrance

B
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with small water washed furrows. Saw seversl names high

up on tiae sides and placed mine there, writizg it with

i tar. Pive miles from hnere cume to the Devils Gate.

“nis is & narrow gap or fiesure, only & few feet
wide from top to tottom of a high hill - through it runs
the Sweetwater,

Running parallel with this is a narrow valley shut in

: by high rocks upon which are many names of travelers, -

high up on & fragment I saw the name of John Briggs ( supposed-
1y of <oseylille, Ind. &s we kmow that he crossed the plsins).

Camped about one end one half miles from the head of the

iittle valley, ty the river. At the head of the valley, FE—

is a trading post, fixed up the test of any yet seen, it is
tuilt of hewn pines, three sides of a sguare are enclosed
By the buildings, i : 5 :

liet some Oregon pachers, going home.

Distance traveled 17 milesrf_ﬁaleratua ponds 173. road
s8ndy."” ” : 7 ‘

(B.11.C.) On arriving in the little valley where we first
cume to Sweetwater, we at once turred from the road and went 7
down ty the river té camp. wnen the cattle were partly
unyoked, it-was‘leaiaed thut a dead cow was in the river
just stove where water would have to.be dipped up. %he oxen
ﬁe;e-reyoked and camp moved 100 yards up stream. VA little
later, & small trein came in and took the camp we vacated.

We were a little sorry for them, tut not enoubh so to tell
them. This was. such & romantic piuce that we were glad to
stop for & day, but that wes not the reason of our stopping
ty any means. If the feed‘and water had not been gooud, there
vould have been no halt. o

The little uneven valley is surrounded by high stony,

piecipitous mounteing, theres heing.np visitle piace of egress
48,



after once inside the fort like plade. "These are oalled
the Rettle Snake lountains, on account of the éenuliarr
spotied surface which is caused ty a icry dark mossy
vegetstiion sand weather testen discoloration which surrounds
each individual rock, whose fuce of light grey, stands out
rouﬁdly in the distance, méking all the range decidedly
spotted. Emily, Teresa and some nfthe young men, crossed
the rlver end by taking & circuitous route, were atle to
¢limb the &lmost perpandicular mountsin directly across

the river from camp. They amppeared on its crest waving'
cedar brenches and halloéing to attract our attention.

They were seen so distincily that they aspeared but

-& short distsnce away and yet they were so esmall &nd the

voices so indistinet, thst despite our impressions to.

the contrary, we knew they must be a long wéy off, Uncle

Sam was quite put out to think they would show sSuch & lack

of ﬁiscretioﬁ in going so far from camp, in the Indizn

Country, and said a good desl, tut it d4d not reach tremn,

at least not then. When the cattle were Teing driven

in breparatory to lesving camp, the remsins of another

cow were found in the edge of the stream smong some rocks,

just acove the Cemp - we deciéed.that & dead cow more or

less did not matter. Soon affer‘leaving cz=mp, came to

Independence Rock, and 1ooked iz vain for veorge's name

which'we kmew was thera, hux among seversl hundred of
thers inscribed there, it could mot te found.. liear

Inde rendence Rock we saw what apféared to us to te &

miniature mule - until it hoppéd off like a ratbit. We

were told that it was a jack rattit. 45 it was many times

tﬁa size of any we had ever seen, it was a great curioai{y.

H.ﬂ.G-J e

"muesday June 20, 1854. : : : =l

It was very cool this morning, one felt comfortstle .

49, 7 "‘
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in an overcoat and standing bj the fire, The mouﬁtaina
are jﬁst huge piles of rock with very little earth atout
them. One and one half miles from cémp, ¢rossed a clear
branch of ulear-cool water. Passed cattle that died from

the efiects of slksli, also & train lying by for their

cattle to ‘die or get well of their dose. Passed three men

on the rosad, trying to'buy flour. Yhey had teen hunds with

a train, tut hud left their toss and were now 1ooxlng for
svme one to teke them gloug and feed them. %e were not
altle to do either.

looncd near the river after passing same bluffs, upon

one of which I left wy nume in bold letters. 4 short

disiwunce tack the roud forked, the right hand ieeps near

the rivey, the left is said to be more sandy and I think

it is a little fartaer. Vﬁhe roads come together near what

ie tue gravel tluifs. after cr0551ng another small brdneh

~we cemped. Ve were W1th1n camplng distence of the river

&ll day. For the last three weeks we have teen passing
trading post; rearly every day. Ve had & visit from sonme

Shoshorie or Snexe Indians. They are not as hungry as

‘the Sioux ror hslf as impudent. Distance traveled 20 miles-

distance from Fort Laramie 193 miles.™

(H.11.B.

We went uver this bit 63 road in the night to avoid
the_heat and duét. It was light enough to see names on
the rocks just spoken of in tne preceding, tut ioo dark
to uwstinguish nanes toat were wrltten well -over it with

. &
tar - PFather and mother trled very hard to see George's

name, and I warted to go back ¢rom the stopping place,
where we took br.ekfast, to see if I could not find it. But

as it was five miles, there was so much oppoaition that 1

was otliged to give it up. How one does rememher a

50.
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‘wagons of repeutant lormans going to their old home im

-disappointment. Hol. Co )

"Wedn;eday June 21,

The road left the river and did not return for six
miles. The rosd forks, the left being called the old
roed, and is deeﬁ sand most of the way, the right
croeses the river and is more direct and a betterrroad.
This is diépute@ by those who-went that way. We took
thé left and werq,sérry for our targuin. Stopped for
nooﬁ where the road comes to the river. The three
féllows-tham wented flour yesterday, got into & train
&3 hands, to the disadvant;ge of another who passed us

nesar Fort'Laramie; Ve heard of him being in several

“trains, tut they let hil &0 &8 soon as they could get enother

help, some let hi. go and run the risk of finding anotnes
We took & bath in the ice cold water of sweetwater, It
comes now in almost a direct line from the Rocky Mountieins,

and they are in s;ght for the f;rst_tlmp. the distance

~being acout 70 miles., They g.itter in the tright suushine

and look likxe iruzense piles of snow. We passed & place

:where—théy say ice cap be had by digging for it - +the ground

was miry and the water alksline.

®here was plenty of good grass, but so miry that the

cattle could not get to 1t. and that is the reason 1t was

there.

During the day, we met atout 50 persons wita 100 horses

and mules, on the back track from Culiiornia, - also four

LT

Iowa.
Camped on & tarren spot, eight miles west and seven

miles east of the river which makes & big bend northward,
while we cut across 15 or 16 miles, without any good water.

b2.
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Braveled 24 miles." ._ . : V”‘f -
(E.M.Co ghia - '_
July 10th. 1857. We camped in the barren blace.apokéh of-
in the preced:irg. there was 8 white froet and it was very

cold. ﬂhen gathering up the csattle in the mornlng. a

tall of Cooperstive crickets was found a little way from
Camp. _ -
These were the largest crickets we ever saw, and were.

of a yellowish trown color = they were ¢linging together

to keeprwarm'— &nd the so0lid ball was more than a foot inm
diameter. We could but wonder which had the best of 1t

the center ones or the ones on the outside. H.iL.C.) g
."Tbursday June 22,

Peed belng very scarce, we did not wait to get breskfast.
after g01ng ihree mlles, came to a small branch e&nd stopped to
eat & tite. The water is poor and not to be relied on. _After
going over tﬁo or three big hills, we again ceme to the
river, acout four miles from the breakfésting place.

Here we had to ford ana the water cume nLear running into
the wagon bed. We rad the _isfortune to lose our csmp
kettle whlch was flllad with savory meat for our dinners.
rnfter crossing another branch of the river, we again took to
the hills, which sre getting to te most awful long. 4 uile
and & half ;arthgr we came &gain to the river whlch we soon
forded; I waded the stream Bomo three or four tlmea taking
thercatlle 1o &nd from grase - as the water wag up fo my
waist I xaunn it’rﬁthgr'ccal work. Ahare are two rosads here,.

cne avoida fording the ‘river ty g01ng over the tluffs, the

other keeps in the rlver tottom - we took the latter.
We camped waere the rosds separate - got good grase by
,croasing the river. ®hris is eight mllFB from where we left

the river tefore noon. Digtayce traveled 16 miles
52- = . 7%



: reluctaﬁce.- We neitner saw nor nesrd of him &g&lﬂ. H.M.C.)

Y

The g rass nas been 8o poor of late, thut our oxen begin to

“look rether badly, so this morning we concluded to lighten the

load all we could by throvln; away whatever was not actually

N needed. A few pleces of clothing and our oil cloth suits

proved to te a&ll that could te 1ncluded in tkis list. a;terr
we had gone half a mile from camp, it tegan to rain - so0 I
went back got the suits - and we are going to hang on fo them
now. A '
(H.i.C. :
We heard a nuﬁher of times of a trasmp on the fbad. tut
he did not sfrike our camp until we reached here. While
the supp:rs were in course of -repsration, and tke soeﬁf of
the becon frying, was wafted 10 his nostrils, he kevt getting
cloger and cloéer, until he was tarely outside the kitchen,(7).
He claimed to be & Doctor ----- end was the filthiést_
most repu181ve looking verson one could imagine - &nd worst
of all, waS so cteset with vermin, thuat they did not permit‘“
him to forggt the fact for a minute - 4t this stage of the
proceedirgs, Hﬁgh casme dashing ipto'camp on horsetsck - without
saddle or hridle,'('juéi ; fopé), and called out to kmow if
ény one KuLew ﬁﬁere " a Doctor could te found". "i woman iﬁ-
ohe of the trains ahead, ( there were two truins in sight
farther wo the river,) was dengerously ill &nd they must
have a Yoctor.™ " ]
The "Doctor" wgs-poiuted vut aud Huéh véry g;pdly'(f)

offered him the hofée; "They were in such a hurry“, &nd he __4

could wslg buck. %he Ffellow declined the horse and looked

very inmcredulous, tut ae dia did _go though with the‘greatest

"Prlday June 23, 1954.

Shortly-after 1eaving cemp, the road tmrned to the

hills which are rough, Leing covered With stones that stick
53-
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edgewise in the ground. About Beven miles from the river,
crossed a small spring branch and on coming to another 8 mile
farther on, we 8topred to noon, During the sfternoon croasen
- three streams two of tacm large with clear swift rumning
water which was Very good and cold as tane stream vwas shaded
ty willows. after passing a1l thlB nice wﬂter, Ve canmged
- in & hollow at the 1eft _of the roau, 1w0 or toree milea from
the last stream, and had no watler and very poor grass and
sage brush for wocd. The River bottom is full orf campers.
Distance iraveled 22 miles.
Saturd&y June 24th. i - s
Plear and very cold. Ve are expectlng to cross the pass
touay gnd look for warmer weather on the other side.
sbout two miles from camp, crossed the Sweetwater for the
. last time. uear the chESlhg and not three feet atove
the weter, was a quantlty of S10W - the toys said 1t"was
four feet deep and ascold as ice." Ve have not Leen out
of szght of snow since lea*lng Fort Laramie, and whole day.at
at:Ime. 0 , T e T il LA - PRl
, The road to the 93&3,-isavéry gradual ascent, occasion-
 aily descendina & little so we were actua 1y past the sumnit
before ve_vere aware of it. Before passing it, we found two
men .lying by the road31de holding their mules. ¢hey were
60 miles hehlnd their train ann sick hlth mountaln fever.
He took them in and hauled tnem &tout sim miles and left
_tnem at & smith shop near tne Pac1flc dprings, where we
- ;stopped for noon. Lhree mlles west of troe sumnit found very
good . water and a few acres of extremely miry ground covered
with excellent grass. Most of the folks are afraid the

cattle may mlre - 3E" turned on i but we were £lad to run the

riske f_i_

The road through the pass is ver&ﬂdisappointing, and not
i ~ e P " '—-.—-"_—_———-‘______‘ e ]
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at all romsutie. <here is nothiﬁg'in.sigpt'to merit

the name Zccky lipuntains - no rocke, no over hanging pfe-r

cipices, in fact ﬁothing our geogruphy led us to belisve

was there. ' | -
The Rattle Snake lMountsins or Pcotts Bluffs are much

‘more to bé adnired and remembtered. Camped five milés from
Pacific Springs. Sage trush, poor grass and no water. By
going 2% miles we got some out of a mud hole thet did
pot lack much of Teing éage tea. To&ay's_dinner finishedr
our scanty supply oI sugar. -ained a little d;ring the
night. ZXumor says the cholera is among the emigrsnts on
the Plaite.

Drove 20 niles."
(E.1.C.

' Soon after we were in camp near here, & man and his
wife czme in and made camp near usd They started out on
the trip with & pair of oxen and wagon. One ox died, sothe
wagon ted was cut intwo and half of it put on the hind
wheels, making rather a élumsy looking cart. To this
the one ox was hitched and thus théy were uuking their
way. They both had to walk &all the time. There seemed
to be almost nothing in the cart. The woman was in
delicéte heulth tesides. a4unt Sis said she knew She was
hﬁngry s0 she fiﬁeﬁ up éomething aospetizing for her and the
woman seemed Very gratéful.-- 7 sl |

In snother place on the road, we sew & man with

- jusf one 0X - his bedding & pair o:i toots and a little
wad of provisions were hung across the tack of the ox -
it is needless to s&ay  that he walked. |

When driving through the sage brush as we left camp:

ve came upon the carcass oi & rather small bear, that

some one had shot. He had a teautiful ceoat of long tlack

56,
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hair. H.ﬁ.cq{“'
"Bunday June 25;‘
¥our miles from camp we cémé to Dry Sendy, this

-has né water in it as the nume would seem to ioply, yét
there 15 & goodrhed for quite & body‘of water, which at
tiues must flow through it. There is little groﬁing

heré except sagebrush. The Bandy_ground is thﬁckly

- inhatited with 3ittle animels similar to prarie dogs,

‘tut not quite half as large. “heir cry is like thut of

a small tird. Wwe are beginﬁing to péss decad cattle Quite
freguently and occasionally some that have beenm left to
die, sore feet and alksli the ,revailing trouble. 4itout

lb miles from Vry 3sndy we crossed Little Sandy - this ia

& fine mountuin sircam, very full now_@g account of-the
warm days melting the snmow in the mountains. This is the
first good water-since leaving the Pacifie Spfiugs &t the:
Pass - atout 20 miles - Uwo mile. Ffrom Ury Sandy, tne _
road forks <he rlght is Ainneys eut off anu the left, ¢he
0ld liormen rrall now chlled Sutletts cut off, or the &alt
Lake road. - ' ; e

- Ve took the latter and camped on Big Sandy almost three
miies from Little <undy A4lmost no grass = we kept the
cattle om an island and as there were some suspicious
looking characters about we thought it best to guard them.
So I took a guilt and waded in the‘snow water three feet
deep und madéqaﬁ ied among them and passed & very comforte
atle night. Here we saw a Missouri Lrader that had been
living among the Indians for.24 years. 2 5 EL e

Have learned that the “raders call the littla
aninzls squirrels. Distance traveled 20 ﬁiles."

(HE.1.C. This brings us to where I can aga in take up my

‘own diary. HulfuC.) G j o
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July 22nd. 1857.

X-X-X-X-X--Time has rendered most of this . -

days doings illegitle. There was a gournsy of 10 miles

and & small stream crossed. - The road was not good but
there was plenty of feed. Ve took a left hand road
supposing it ied to & good camping place, but in that
were mistazen. : 7
July 2szd..

The road continued rough and the grass gredually

btecame scarcer until bty noon taere was no vegstion tut

sage brush and the water alkaline and alkali every where.

Stopped tut a short time at néon, not evem turning the
oxen out. .

Five niles farther and the rosd forks, By
consulting Guide tooks, learned that the left was called
Sutlett's cut off, or the Salt Lake road and father and
ourselves took the right hand one, a8 we did not want tb'
go ty “alt Lake, for severalrreasonsT When we divided
company sat the forks of the road, there was counsideratble
difficulty in separ atlng the cattle. After we had
gone a ways, some of ours were found to be mlsulng, and
two of the gar»y vent back after them.

Coming again to where the road forked, we took the
1£ft hand one and when night overbook us we had found
neither feed nor watér, only sage brush andﬁaanﬁ. Travel-
ed until 10 o'clock and then stopped to wait for éhe toys
to cooe w1th tne caltle, tefore deciding whet to do. Soon

p

after startlng a fire, voices were heard, asnd then halloaing.

off to the right.' Our Toys flred a gun and in a short time
iy ‘_vl

the stragglers found their way to our camp. In the dark- -

ness they were unetle to tell which road we had taken.

57.



They had.found toth grésa and water, S0 we were the _
strazglers. Yhis way sceumed foo unpromiéing to
continue it longer, none wanted to go back five miles
to where the road forked, so we recxlessly set out
across the country, through samd and over sage brush,
The star lignt was not bright enough to do more than
aid us in keeping the rlght-direction. It is needless
to say that the shaking we got was very thorough.
Portunately another roag was soon fdund and two
miles more brought us to a stream Known as Little bandy.

It wag 12 o'clock tefore we 80t settled - from day light

i to mldnight made a long day. How acceotatle a good

warm su.per would have teen, tut the éold'lunch taken
hours ago, héﬁ-to Serve. JSoon.hunger and weariness gave
way to refreshing Bleep. .
July 24,

Our camping Jlace was quite as good -88 if it had been
selccted bty daylight. Plenty of wood ang Tairly gooﬁ

gress. <+his stream is a»out the size of aweatwater, tut not

" such nice clear water, 4s the drive Jesterday was unusually

hard, a rest today was readily assented to. Zhe toys
aonused themselves killing prairie Bquirrels, Es‘they vere
pleased tb call them. I do not mow upon what they based
thelr knowledge of the family neme o< tniarlittle 200logical
whisk atbout. : =

| I an firm in the bellef that they are rats,- they are
but little: larger than the ordinary rat, and reseutle them
more thun anything else, '

| Tenacious of 1life and extremely éuick of motion they.
vwere hard to capture even after teing mortally wounded, and
if a shot gun was used they 1nvaria 1y made their escape
into the little hones in tne sund along_tue tuante of the

58.
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: creek. With a revolver Reel secured-quifa &8 numter.

I protested againét qooking rafs, tut fresh meat has

been so scarceran& thé toys were so sure tney were équirreie’
that-tpey had to bte cooked. “he pronounced opinion was

.that tney looked too much like rate and tasted too much ilﬁa"
 fish to ever become very popular as an Qrticle of diet,

“here aré ziséouri traine up uand down the creek _
tomight, naving come in during the daj. Since the party
divided there are hardly enough'of‘us to bé;called a

train ( only the two wagons), so these llissourians
B8eenm to think us of little importunce and are crowding Us.
July 25th. | _

Pour miles from canp came to Big Sandy, which is wider
than Little Sandy jet runs tut little more water. The high
'"m%hnks:are of sand and stone, snd from &ppearances are

waébed at tizes ty great fldods of water. Followed down
tone stream two or three miles end crossed: three miles
farther came t> & small pafch of grass which was very gobd.
The rpad was gravely énd Bundy, in fact has teen the sume
ever since we crossed the liorth Platte.

Ten or twelve days ago, a Joung woman in a train back
0f us died. Last night her mother died leaving seven small
children. . i B ; =

‘ - Took a Iung nooning and then after five miles traVei,
camped teside the creek opposite a high vank of stone 40
or 50 £8. high. Very little grass. The cattle are

 obtliged to feed on green willows, aonégquently many havé
died at this point, and their bodies 1lie in the stream,

_ and there is mo other drinking water, '

It has come to te the rule thut such conditions frev&ii.
We'are reminded of the o0ld adaze, " One can get used to

anything”, and az=in of the calf that died "just as it'gdt
5 690




used to doing without eating” are we to share ites fate.
It is very cold.
July 26th. )
Road some what hilly: nooned two @iles frono where tho:
road comes to the iivér. Doﬁn the‘river are some Erencﬁ
traders, with a great many cattle. Reel gave a little cow
and 10 dollars for a taree year old steer in very good
order. Xather traded-“Old Blue" ( his horse) for a 1aréai
yoke of oxen, ( in poor order) a yoke of thres yearalold,
and one of four jears, and bougit one immensely large ox,
for $504-- &his fits us out pretty well. .Haking 4% yoks
for fsther and 6% for us. %his afternoon drove 1% niles
-down the creek. 4 mar ty name of Dottins was'caﬁped hére.
He has 30 nead of cattle and two wasous. His wife and
little toy ride in one and the other is-for_baggage only.
There were taree young men with him until this morning,
when one "Got mad Qnd left".  Dobbtins ﬁade:a hafgain with

then before Reaving home: =hey paid him 25 dollars in

advance, had to furnish their own btlankets, do ihe cooking, -

washing and dish washing, attend to sll camp work, getting

wood ete. drive teams which meant walking all day and st=nd

guard at night.-_His part of the oontract was to feed them.
Is it to be wondered that "one got mad™. He crossed tie
plainse several years agb énd talks as {hough he thought

he knew all the ins and outs of the trip.

He proposes that we travel toéetﬁér‘as our cﬁmtineﬁ' -
forces would insure greéter safety fron Indians, and still -
be a smali enough train to finuAfeed eﬁough-if feed could te
found st all,  Lother and I do not like his manner and
would rather keep to ourselves, bui his superior Eﬁowiﬁééé"
of our now one great aim in life, won the confidenée:éfm -
the men so the malter is settled, and we willxtraiel

60.




logetner. Fataer end Heel are to take turns with the
toye in standing guard at night. It may te better to

do 80 tut as yat we nave not nad a guard. Stopped for

~

- ths rest of the day ﬁnd will mcke our first days trevel

with Dobbins tomorrow.

;be young man who left was verhaps too much out of
Eﬁmor to think of ;13 taggege. Dobtins took the bleck oil
c¢loth tag and its contents &nd threw the whole in the
rlver., ' '

Mother and I were indignant. This young man now

hundreds of miles from home, must depend on the generosity

of some one, he xnows not'whom, who is fortuﬁa;e enough * —
to have & spare shirt. Ve hear talk of sandy stretches
and desért roads in advance. To lighten the load, Reel
h&s thrown &way the moulding board; rolling pin and the one
smootning iron in the camp.

Reel went down the hill snd took supper with the French

men and their squaws. He traded 8 pair of shoes thut he °
did not want for a pair of nice moccasins for me. <hey
k were made by the Utes, and &re much nicer than the Sioux
Inulans m&ke a8 they put on soles of buffalo hlde with
stitcres half au 1nch long. _
. - = &he buckskin was smokcd in t&nnlng and is a beautlful
i ' tan color. = plece ol scarlet troadcloth edged with . E
several rows of white teads, decorates the top qé the
moaeasin, and from €.lher side of this extends around the
‘top of-the quarters ( if I map use the terﬁ) a little
7 drop curtain effect, frlnged by muklng flna cuts an inch
7 deec, sround the edges.
Yo fusten securely on the feet they are tied with a

—_—

—~4'strlng that is run through lltile slashes eut in the top.

—_—

— I fael qulte proud of them. We did not see an Indian
e Z = ) 5 610 - g : ; - o
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wnile coming through the Crow and °pake Indian “ountry,
They are much more to be feared when they keep out of
wight. If friendly they come to meke exchenges for
sugar, looking-glassen etc. ibe crows rotbed s trnin
tn;s yesr, ‘on the Other side o the mountaing.,

The weather is cold enoubh for Octoter -- overcoats,

_shawls and a good fire are necesssry to xeep us comfortatle.

The mountein peaks are white with snow : teautiful

to look at btut todily comfort is hore to be considered just

now than fine views.
July 27th.

wan by the river the rosd again forked, affording ane

other opportunity to 80 by Sult Lake. This muin rosd

contlnues to be called Kinney 8 cut ofl. But few are going
by Sclt ‘Lake on account of Tumors that the Indians are
1lab1e7§o be more troublesome on that route, und also
because there is a 50 nmile desert to cross, and on this
only 20 miles without feed or water.

When five or 8ix miles from where we cumped, we left
the main rosd erd followed one thut brought us to Water
sooner, and there is slso grass. Yhis has only teen
traveled this ye&r. 4 real truly guide tosrd ( s very mbdest
one) informs us that it is 12 miles to Green River. So in
coming this way we have saved.two miles travel..as'fhe
distance was séid to be 20 miles,

The 12 milaa‘to.Gmeeﬁ381ver~was‘cver*very barren
country théré'being no vegetation whatever except stunted

sage trush: it is spoken o~ s&s a desert. Yhe road is

- : Q. . ... "
very deceptive in sppearance. It looks sngthe and gquite — . .

level, but dear.'dear, was there ever such & road. It

could not have been roughér as there were stones of &ll
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eizés yet they were 80 deeﬁly covered with dust fhat none
wefa visitle, tut we.hud Jolfs to snow they were there.
ab tne,cattie drugged their feet along through the

dust; 1t rose .in clouds &and came thickly into'thé wagons

and settled down on every thing, even gettingrinto the : :

food which wastthought to te }ut aﬁay very securelye.

Ve did not get to Yreen River until after dark. Zhe

river is very deep and swift, and taere is a ferry toat

for taking the wégons ver. 4 numbter-of traine had erossed
) an& oithers were camped on the wiver bank.ready to be

taken over in the morning. ihe btoys went up the river = =

looking for feed but finding none, we cémyed right in -

zmong the other trains and the poor tired hungry cattle

were herded at the foot oI é very high steep rock.

July 26the. _ '

Search was npude early this morning for grass, and sone
teing found a mile and & half on the other side of the
mountzin, the cattle were driven to it. The ferryman was :
not hére whén the wajons were tekzenm over, énd was étil;

sbsent this morning. The Tost was kept Tusy. Some time

after breakfsst when the last wagon was teing taken over,
the ferryman czme.

It was apparent thot he had been on a spree. His

" usual charge is $5.00 per wagonm apd 10cts. & head for stock.

] is we did our own ferrying, he thouzht $3.00 would te the
right amount for each vagon, butlwas finally convinced tha£
$1.00 woﬁld‘do. The loose stock wés taken up the river
where it was less deep, and made to swim acrose  lothing
was collected from the 12 wagons thut crossed ahead of us, -

they left camp asvout daylight, the ferryman not even seeing

——

“them. T T R idaa— LG _ T
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The river here is about the size of the Kanaaa, The
water is beautifully cleur and green =nd the smoothe light
colored gravel could be dlbtlnctly seen at its greatest

depth.

£8 the ferryman has 81x bouts he is well orepsred for

serving the trasins. %he Journey yesterday was 80 hard
thet we did not leave camp until noon, &nd traveled only
8ix or seven miles. Camped on Fontenelles Fork of Green
River, which is a small river atout the size of.ﬁweet
Water. Willowe are thick aslong the river ‘cam:.'—tnis
insures wood ( such =s it is) Tor cooking. There is
plenty of grass tut a&s there is alkali on the g round the
grass is not very good.
July 29th:

Came five or six miles up Ihe creek this morning
and stopoed for the day as the cuttle secm very tired and
.we can enaoy a little rest ourselves. “he water is very
clear and cold and the grass Bood. Sé&eral trains camped
here, in one they bﬁried & taby today. “he nights and
mornings are very cold. ‘
July 30th. ;
| One of those "Sucletts Cut off" rosds, {-by the 501
‘mile desert) came into our rosd near camp. 4%he dust is
ankle deep and blows acout tremendously. Began ascending
the Green fiver nmocuntains and nooned at Cedar 5pringé.
There was plenty of green trush but no grass. fThe cattle .
are not fastideous but take with & relish anything they
can get. Y“here was not water enough for the stock. ifter
travellné 8iX or eight miles over rough 8teep mountains,
werzﬁme down to & small spring branch: here the old Kinney

road came 1nto ours, we have teen on the cut off. wo or
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thoree hiles farther and we left-the main road turning
to the right on a camp roud wa.ch in tvo and a- half miles
more brought us to the foot o a mountain on which is con-
sideracle snow.

Fairly good grass, spring water &ndkplenfy of wood-

Dhe mountains here are besufiful, yet they are barren
except in the little hollows and rev .ines, where there are
_ B8prings, green tushes and cedar trees.
July 3l.
=" A mile from camp drOBSed aﬂiine Ebring branch =- 1%
miles faurtner crossed Crow Creek. Loth ticse creeks
afford plenty of water for stock, yet saw no good grass bty
either of them. e came back to the main road and passed
aAsmall trading post. Dottins sold flour at $10.00 per-
hundred, coffee at 40 cts per 1b. luring the forenoon
crossed two sprlng branehes Lotk of them having most dreadful
Crossings. ﬂooned in a llttle hollov, where there was grasa
tut no water. It was up snd down hill &1l the &fterncon,
g-ined five or six miles and cemped on Ham's York of Green
Jiver. lo grass at camp but up the creek some distance, at
the foot of the mountain & little was Found. Down Stream
halZ & mile a Frenchman bed a ‘ti‘ading post. I let him heve -
some Indian teads. ot enougzh to nay for hr_nglng tnem 80
-faf, yet they are not in demand like coffee, sugar and totacco.
" sUg. l8t. :

Stopped again for the day. Some are tnrowiﬁg away to
lighten their‘IOad. We felt when. leaviyg hone, that nothlng
was belng taken tut the merest necessities, Jet ﬂe ;ind that
.1n our anxiety atout the cattle giving out we take a different
view of what we may give up without aiything more than in-

convenience to ourselves. Two miles from camp, up in the

6b6.
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mountains gress lknee high.wés found and the cattle taken

10 ite

We Learn hets that Uncle Sam's train is two ﬁays éhgad-“
of us. § They cume in on the Bublett cut off.)
4ug. 2nd. . E : ) | - -‘“lh;“, 5 i
' VVThis morning Reel tought azother ox, psid $25.00.for ite
Helf a ﬁile from camp tegan asdending tne'mbuntain{ The
road was steep-stony and sidling. Aafter reaéhing the top we
- followed & high ridge, occasionally ascendaing and_descending
‘& little. ) _ 7
Six miles farther the road crossed & smsll spring branch
beside which is & swmall guaking asp tree. PFour miles we
passed taorough a fine large grove of spruce pine, and fomr
miles more travél [ having climbed to & great height) the
descent tegan, steep, sfony and ;idiing.
«at the foot of the mountsin a little creek three or
four feet wide supplied us with very cold water. Camped
three fourths of s miie down the valley. Lhe cattle having
to te taien two miles farther to grass which was only toler-
8tly good.
Aug. 3rde. .
Imnediately on 1sa§ing camp we comuenced ascending
another long Steep 5lope, on gaining the top, the descent
began, which was steep and sometimes rocky ana sidling.
This trought us into Bear River vallég; =fter following
- down a small sprihg brunch for two or three miles we came
to the main river bottom. _
. liooned on the small branch: good water and tolerablj
good grass. <%he river bottom is two Br turee miléa vide
and is covercd with faifly good.gréss.- sfternoon,
traveled six miles. ' érossad Smith's Pork of Bear river

and camped soon after crossing an old trail. Drove the
' 66, ' '




 aug. 5th.

" tetween Farmers and Houks.

- cattle across the creek to good grass. Where we firsf

came to the stream, tnere was & bridge for ﬁﬁich'they
caarges 25cts. toll, as it was rather iidkety and the

creek fordable, we.cﬁdge fo ford. Bought some beef at

124 cts. per pound. The bridze was kept ty a:?renchman.
Dottins got him drunk on whiskey &t $1.00 per pint.
sug. 4th. ’ Y oy )

OQur road lay up the river bottom. Easﬁéd Hdﬁké ahd 

Cox end then nooned nmeur them. We were followed until

noon ty the Frenchmen wanting more whiskey. The
"Jinny"™ train overtooX us .t noom. Soon after sterting
came to Fhomas Fork, crossed on a tridge but no pﬁe there
to coliect toll. One and one hulfrmiles'down the river,
finding good grass, stopped and_cumped. P
In leaving camp, we tooX what ﬁa called "Bottins
cut off", and reached the road_tﬁo'milqs from the river,
at tne top of a steep sidling hill. Got saéély down and
came into & teautiful valley in sigﬁtfof the‘féyer, and
Good road for three miles, then climbed an ewfully
steep hill snd went down & gorge, -- farther on turned 7
up another gorge, where & rock encroached so onthe
road, thut tnere was barely room for the wagon bows and

huts to pass through. sscended mnother slope and steep

citch and followed tbé'fidge jp:~%-a mile before going

dovn the rockiest, hill in all our travels. On reaching.
the tottom, turned off of the roud and camped on Beaf

River again. .

" denge BN =, : s SR

I have been sick eversince we were at Big Jandy, and =

Reel has keg my diary, I now resume: if instéaﬂrnf:-
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walklng ( as Reel aid) he ued lain in the wagon ( as I
did) I think he would have emphasized the roughnes& of the
-- road more than he did. o
Seven miles from camp, crossed a :dod 8ized stream,
and five miles farther csme to anotner and stopped and
V'OEmpeﬂ" did not travel any after eqtlng dlﬂﬂﬂra_ lear
eamp a sprlng was dug out, the water was so cold thut it
made the teeth sche There was excellent grass but the
least wood we uave had &t any camp. N a
4ug. Tth. ; :
- Lest st atout midnight, the Frenchumen from the
trading post;50 ﬁilé§ tack, came for more whiskey.
vallers at nlght are so0 out of the usual course of
events, that e€very one was awaizened ty their loud talking.
bobcins let tnem have some tut not enough tc satisfy,
B0 tﬁey followed on after Houks.

‘Crossed Beven small creeks this forencon, none more

toan three miles apart, Took dincer by one of them near i

rrrYTT

Some white hills. &he tops of these hills appear to be,

covered v1th snow, even &t a short distuuce, Lut iustead,

BT R+

rit is bare white stone.- ‘Wild currants were growing here,
on tushes six or eight feet high. They were lerger than

7 the ordinary currant, and of a brlght yellow color. Some

"thoant tuem very fihe, Ttut although hungry for fruit,

the color did net appeal to my zppetite. While nooning

'a pack train passed. Lhe entire outfit on mules. They
were.returning from California. «fternoon drive five or

8ix miles over hilly road, and camped where the grass was

good btut it was difficult for the cattle to get to the

water in the little branch, the tznks were so steep. We

Eréfﬁegiﬁﬁiﬁg to huve warmer weather.




Hoﬁ we do wish for some vegetables -- I can really
Bcent them cooking some tiﬁes. I nad an oppof%unity at
noon to eat sone of lrs. Dobltins' c¢old beans. “<hey boyar
cooked s0 much tszcon with theﬁ, that euch tean nhad & rim
of grease arouna it -- Oh well I can plainly see that T
am too pzrticular -- but then one dOeS-like & change, and
atout the only change we have from bread snd tacon is to
‘tucon &nd bread. I sometinés wish thut I could drink tea
and coffee lize the rest, especislly when the water is not
good, which so often happens. Lhere has been such poor
feed thut Sooky's milk is fziling, "Voe is me" when it
gives out. = )

Aug. 8th.

¥p hill road this morning. udooned bty a liftle stream
of very cold water, neur a trading post. 4 little farther
on %ere & couple of white mounds, necar the rosd that rose
12 or 15 ff. arove the level surrounding them. They were
a calcareous deposit from innumerstle sods Springs. Some
of tnem were arched over with this rocky substanece, some
had a curting around them two or three feet higher than
the weter and otners boiled up like‘lard, &nd ruo over,
forming little streams thut find their way down the
rocky surface. Where there is any damﬁness on the rocks
they sre the color.of iron rust. “he water is very cold
and tastes like ink. ,‘

7 Sugar creek is a guarter of a mile farther on. The ..

_ tottom land to the right is thickly covered with cedars,

4notier trading post here, It is kept by nmeriéane
‘thut sgy they have been living among the Indisns for 10
years, 4 white ﬁoman &and some BQUAWS Were bﬁsy-aiound

o S - {
a camp fire ( in front of the little house) preparing a - - NI |
meal. & teef had recently been killed and we saw nothing else -

being cooked. The woman kept her sunbonnet'over her face;
69, '




SOJWQ only caught a glimpse of her features. It was
thought tnat the man in courge, feared ne might be
recogﬁized, and in imggination we saw a dark stain resting

on his character, in tane far away somewhere, tut did not

- think ne veed have much anxiety atout the law or justice

overtaking him. _

It was evident that the woman felt the situation more
keenly than he did. We were thvincéd that they were not
there from choice. after-crossing of soda watér, camé to
the main Sode springs. 4Yhey are near the rivef bank. {Bear
Rive?;), : ' '

The rdcky-férmation is the szme as that surrounding the
smaller springs. I learned this from hearséy, as I did not
g0 to them, -it was 50 very hot, and the dust was blowing

directly that way, so I ureferred staying in the wagon,

The course of the river for & mile farther was atout west, then -

it makes an elbow around a high mountain and turns due soufh.

Here the diéry and guide took informed us were the
Steamtoat Springs, so we were on tne lookout., Last year the
immigrants filled up the spring and we near that it broke 'L
out in the river, and quuts up a foot or two atove its
surfaca. :

A tlmavor two we tnoabat its lOgathD was cited but were.
not sure, it at least was not very active that day. Then
followed four miles of rocks, Surely wagous never tried

to go over a roughef way, it cannot be called & road. Large

‘purple stones were every waere, with no earth whatever between
‘them. When there is & freshet, the river no doubt leaves its

‘banks at the tig bend and long ago swept away everything but

the purple rocis: we were sorry they did not go too. After

thie shaking up, we went & mile and a half to one side on &

'"bdmp road and stopped for the night. - Grass only moderatelﬁ
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good, plenty of wﬁﬁd tut ip ha@'to te carried up e
very steep hill. 7 T

hug. 9th.

Sundaye---- 4 mile £rom camp we pussed the Fort
Hell road. &t the time thought it a camp roed, and had
gone some distance beforerlearning diiferently? le had *
tﬁought that perhapslwe would go thut way, puftly 1 fhink
because George went that éoute. AWG did not 1like to |
retrace our steps even for & mile; anc from tne appearance
of the road we lmew thut no trzins nad géne that wéy this
year, so we rather relubtantl;.kept to the o0ld California

road. Ten miles fartiner we began to ascend & mountain,

tpnat was six'hiles of up and down, to reach thne other

side, where tonere was a stream with a verj rﬁcky crossings.
The ﬁgter was good and grasé was found on the hills.

Sparks and man caue up with scwme c&ttle they have
been taciz hunting for the past two days. They are seversal
days behiﬁd their_qgmpany, He sgys there is talk of a
fight betweén the Banacas and some other tribe. Four mounted
Indiens, with a tend or ponies, going at full speed. These
are the first we have seen for aAlong time, and it alarms
us. 4he dust now days is something fearfui.'
4sug. 10th. | e

Tvo Indians mounted on ponieé, came into camp this
morﬁing. Thej.éppeéred much excited and made us underatand
that their tribe, tne Banacas, had teen fignting with anothef
end six of their men had been kilied. Ve did not know
whether to credit the story or pot. DThere was a good deal
of.anxietj lést the visit boded us no good. Zhey were )
- given treakfzst which they ate very hufrfily snd then left

on the road we were to follow. %khe ascent of anolher mountain

beg&n.
71.
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7Thé road was.bad all the way, six miles:-- then-cam§
down to a little creek where there is a lorman trading,pqst.
Quite a party of Banacas were here, tut they kept out of
Sight as much as they could and at the Bame time get a peep
at us.

Very little informstion could tbe gained from the Jormona.
Two flags h01sted on polcs, we were told, were war flags. Chey
were uede of red and green troadcloth, trimmed with long
white and short jellow feathers and iarge brass tuttons. One
had an otter skin stretched across it £nd all together they

rather ; i e ) 7
were .tasty. p _ i i

Drove only two or three miles down the creek and stopped
for the day, finding good grass snd plenty of mlllows for wood.

Ve tegin to think there is too much stopplnb and restlng.

the cattle are atle to go =nd we would rather be moving along.

Dobt:us BSsures us thzt we are going iully as fast as
we should. He argues thet while the grass is good, we
should let the catile feed up, and & little later we rill

“pass &1l tnesé traing thut nave passed us, "our teaus will
te in goud comdition and theirs will be glven out.”" iie sre
not satisfied but father and Reel toink berhaps he is right.

Soon aftér_DohbiDS'boy ;eft,_hg engaged a middlé éged
man to teke his plece. He gave his name asScott. e have
learned that he is a @esérier from fort Kearny. There have
beeﬁ & good maeny rumors: of Indisn depredaticns, and we'ha#g.

found little messages ty tne roadside, written.in Ppencil,

on the tlesched tones of enimals such.ss "look out.for the
Indiang, "--- "Indlans ran ozI all the stock of trdin ahead",
etc. stc. 48 Indisns have not teen in sight, we have not oy
teer really alsrmed until those came to camp. Scott

&ppesars more anxXious than any one else. He says there is
more reason to be sfraid waen they kecp gway from us. The
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traders call this stream, Pontenac creek. The mosquitoes

.are very‘bad. ; 2 Mt T S B
iug. 1lth. ' k3 G SOl
Followed down the creek a short distance and then took
to the mountains agein for six miles, tnen cane down to
liarsh dreek, which is a small mirey stream. 1he water
ma#es very little. There is quite an“expanse of bottbm land,
that appéars to have beénrcovered with grass, tut much stock
nas peen'over it so we are too late fo Te hénéfited. Zhe
crossing was 80 very muddy and tad that we wallowed through,
no other word would express it. From this murshy flat we
agsin btegen climting the mountainé. The dust was so deep
that it made the »ulling nard, yet it did not fly as tadly

&s usgél owing to last nights rsain.

Very cloudy all dsy and is the pleésantest one for
six weeks or more. Sevan or eight miles up througﬁ fhe
mounta;nsiand dowﬁ agein, canpiry on a smsll stream. I
fhink there is grass. .

sug. 1l2th.

Up and down all the forenoon. Yook dinner by a small
stresn and followed it the rest of the day. - o
| Camped by the creex awud Qear some truders: they Bay
it is 25 miles to the next water. :
sug. 13th. .
Phis morning Started through & canon thut is seven
s o miles-lqng, ascending all the way. To say the roud was very
dusty conveys but litile idea of its conditiph -- We really -
suffered‘frpm it. As soon as the 10p7wae reached,-we begsn
going down a very long, steep, stony hill. ( %he guidelbook
says it is five giles.dotn}. iooned in a little valléf %ﬂere
tnere was-little but s:ge trush grdwiﬁg. 7
liore Mountain rosd in the afternoon. Steep and sidling
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in piéces. By the time we got to tne top ol the ~ridge it -
was dark znd not knominr what was before us, I except thst
it was down hill) stopped and cam.ed there in all tne dirt,
without feed Or water, nothing tut sage brush.- If it had

teen light enough to 8ee the road we would have. truveled

“right along,

. Dotting ‘Wagons are always in the lead then ours &nd

fatners 1ast. With three or_ more yoke of cattle to each o s

wagon, there is & lot &67F dust at any time, but today it was
worse than ever, and seemed to permeate everytnlng. “he
food was supposed to te out away Becurely tut hsd its full
share. sSnu:gled up in uninfifirg beds,“with herds snd i
faces uDWEQhed, weuriness and discomfort were soon Tforgotten
in sound sleep tnut was re;reshirg even tnough dust coated.
isug. l4th:

Lefifcﬁmp at 6aylight.h The road_down hill vas not-at
&ll a tad oné. By eight o c100k, came to a small 8tream

where we breakfasted. uo grass tut some hack on the ‘hills.

Did not start again- until ufternoon then drove six

miles, up hill snd down all the way. In s canon & spring
that had been dug cut, furnished water enoubh for the oxen,
tut hz=d to te dipped up for them. “mo mlles farther and wa
camoed where there was_tolerab;y good grsses, tut no water.

sug. 15th,

Three miles from Camp, the IOad ran by a mounta_n that

- was covered m1th cedar and quaking 88p trees. At the base

L _Raa ot od ol e S
b

of the mountdln is & very fine 3pr1ng. Had very good_érasﬂ

v . at noon but no water. Some distance farthar on, came to & -

little branch which is fed ny imnunerscle Bprlngs, & mile

farther and it has grown to be ggigg‘a large creek. ;he

cross1ng was very bad. ;oxlowed the stream a mlle farther ek

and camped nmear it, S Tovh e
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In selecting the camp, care was taxgn to keep at a
- distance from the willows: rinding tnst a little trench
(not more.than a foot deep) czme up into cemp, the wazons
were ordered away froh it lest the Indiuns erawl uﬁ into
camp. Plentj of wood and good grass. The stock was to
- be kept as close to the wagons ss possitle, and give them
an-ﬁpportunity to eat.
 itout dusk there was & comnotion among them. 4 speedy
recomnoisance revesled ﬁdthing save that Beversl head had
roken away from the herd, and were so frightened that it was
S ~ with considersble d:fficulty thst they were driven back. Mo,
| céuse for fhis little flurry was visitle.
sug. 16the g 7
Very cold tais morning. %he traders report the Indians
troutlesome thbugh here,-runn.ng off horsés aud cattile..
They say that allﬂthe-horses telonging to the "Jinny" trein
are st&mpedéd, and that a few miles ﬁack, a man teing out
zlone was shot three times and killed. Vﬂis horse and gun

were teken.
"

The modus ope}andi is to ride toldly up in the dsytime,
screech snd hallbo and frignten tie stock so-thaﬂ & stzmpede
followe. =Iter following the streaﬁ four miles and crossing,
the creek makes a detour, the roadrthqugh uneven kept a
ﬁiréct westerly course. During the afternoon, where the rosd
was comparetively smoothe, Billy Colline, ( Dobbins Loy
driving the mafﬁn Juct shead of ours, ) whipped up hié oxen
until their heads were at the tailggate of the lead wagon,
then climbed into the wagon ana'b;ought out his old "fiddle".
by the-time‘that he was on the gnuuyd again the oxen were te-
ginnirg to lage ; ‘

48 he tuned the iustrument he gave the near leader a
kick and tnen as tne otﬁers oassed they goi & poke in the
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rits so they were kept'moving. ¥ne road hﬁa ﬁeen 80 rough
of late that b1lly has had but Litile opportunity to inuluge
in this musical sastime, &nd while he drives is the cnly
tiue ne mey play, there sre so many pamp dutieé. Yoday
‘he sawed "Buffalo girls =zre you‘éoming out tonight", =nd
arkansaw travelef", 48 I do not believe Billy ever reszd
the 1ines, MIusic hath charms to soothe the s;vage". T
considef him inuocent of eny deep laid scheme in thst directe
ion. &nd then Pillys music was of the "Rend & rock end
split & cattage " variéty. It helped to relieve the
monotony &ny way.

The oxen despite prods and xicks would not keep up,
so’ the "fidéle" soon had t6 te put aside for the whip to
- play its part. Line drive from where the creek was crossed
this morning was to be 12 miles., abtout four P.li. sone
green patches were cited in the diétance, these we kuew were
willows by the stresm, where our days journey would end.
suddenly, coming from we scarcely Knew where, were fivé
well armed, well mounted Indisns, in the road, coming direct;
ly btoward us, single file. 7 -

Our wen nurriedly put on knives und pistols and with
guns in nand all went steadily forward. "How", wss the |
salutetion of the Indian in the lead, and then they flled
gilently ty, peering into the wagons in a very curious
' manner. <hey were irying to learprour strength, it was said.
When they had gone byrsome 50 ysrds, téey disﬁounted and a8
* line across the road, executed a“dance. “his was regarded’
":és a.béd omen. One of the party was B8O unlike the othere
in his every movement, that he was unhesitutiﬂgly pronounced

& white man, ana it so, -&a Hormon.

ifter the dznce they pasaed out of slght and we_ with s

the greatest anxaety proceeded. we wara in a valley of
76. =
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coﬁsidetabié extent with high moﬁntaina on every side,
except in the direction from-which we had just come, we
felt a good deal like rats in a trap. Lebving-the main
road, we turned to the _eft and going half a mila up the
stream made camp on tﬁe east branch of Haft River. <he
s{ream is'only three to four feet in width, is very
sluggish and with a muddy tottom. <here are a gfeat many
willows =long the stream sud farther tack are iarga '
clusfers of them. & little.openihg was selected and
with the seme care as last'nigit, we kept sway from the
willows. i g il :

The wa:ons were arr&hged'in a circle to make an
enclosure for tae stock. Vater kegs, ox yokes, and chainse
were used in msking the connections hetween wagons. The
grass was goode.

Usuually the eattle sre left to greze until they are
satisfied; tut tonight it was deemed unsafe to leave them
out after dusk, so they were brought in eariy. aﬁd tefore
their supper was fingshed. %his made them unruly, tut after
a few ;neffectual_attempts to get be&onduihe guard, they seti- ;
1ed dovn to rest, and there was not a sound upon the night
air, except the heavy breathlng of those tlred helf fed
cattle, that to us were now 5o indispen81ble, Atout
10 o clock all were suddenly awakened Ly & territle
commotion &moug tne cattle. Lhey surged this way and
that,“haﬁged against the wagons in s waj 10 suggest an
upset, and all was hurly burly. <one one,crieﬁ out
"Oh them darped Injuns",--- For a few minutes we thpugﬁf

the Indians were upon us,; that our stock would bte driwen -

off, and 1f we were not killed we would te left in & “‘?

most halplese condition.

Our fears were scon allayed: -it was found thit &

colt tied to an ox yoke, was the sols causé-of the '
) e e -
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cdisturtance. The colt finding the yoke was nctusiationary,
tecame friéhteﬁéﬁ and went yell'mell among the éattle,
AQhéy in turn were frightened znd I am free to confess thaf
weVQere "egually so". <Sather's man., an Englishman ty

the name oi John Fosset. was the careless purty. this was
on a .ar with hic usual poor Judgment in what ever he did.
aug. l?th-

Father was fhe early guard, and took the stoeck out to

graze as soon &8 it began to grow light; They were some

300 or 400 yards from the wagons. Vhen the sun ﬁas_just
peepiné over the top of the mouhtain, there was suddernly
neard a shot and a tlood curdling yell, and imnediately
the Indians we saw ye terday were seen riding at full Speed
directly towerad the horses.

45 they drew uncomfortably near, father put his gun
to his shoulder as though to shoot, &and taey instantly
moved farthner away. ( At the time he did not knoﬁ that tut
one barrel of the gun was 1caded). Be took advantage of the
little scare given them, by getting between the Indians

£nd the horses, which he began driving toward camp. She

- indians xept their horses in a run,'circling this way ana

~that, and hallooing ut tze top of their voices. 4is

father dié not shoot, they gradually tecame more ‘ventu-esone,

and esch tlme they passed they drew & little nesrer.

~wgain the gun went to his shoulder, and sgain they drew

off. Yhis was repested several times before any from
cemp could‘be on the ground.

Ieel was sound asléep vhen the alarm was given. He
spr&ng Up barely taking time to put on his pantaloona,
while running, he tied togetacr a leather belt and & silk
nzndkerchief, and on reaching the horses, made & loop of

the handkerchief sround the lbwar daw of one of them and
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sprang on its tack, using the belt as ﬁ guide strap.
Futher with ais gun to his choulder, kept the Indians
back_wﬁile Heel rode around the cattle ﬁnd neaded them
towards CEMpa ~he other toys were soon on hand to help.

The stock having had Ttui & partisl feed Last night,
were so0 iutent on éetting breskfast, taut they did not-aee
the Indians at all, othérmisé they would have beeﬁ‘Very

easily frightened ofr, as eveh_the scent of the red skins
alarms them. When the Indians found their attehpt'tor-

get the stock was a failure, they Legan.calling our "How,"
"How", “"dow", hutrgetting 5o response, they Fired six .
shots, and kept circling around, zeeping their horses in
the run until they seemed well tired out-; later they.'
took up 8 position tehind a clumpﬁﬁf‘willons,‘within shot
of camp. When the stock was well intg canpp, it was noiliced
that Dottins was not with the others. Wnere was Uobkinse--

All had Tteep so intent on seving the  stoek, that no
~individual had teen thought of. Where was Dobrtins. He was
 found Just as fsr back in oue oi his wagons as he could
get, and there he sst with two guns.

When asied why'he did mot go to heip with the stock, he
replied %hat it was not safe to go &nd leave the women and
children alone. she idea was all right, no one else had
thbught,ofit, not even the women end children, themselives,
yét they ﬁere,quité as safe without him &s ﬁiih him. -

Some of the party warted to ieave cacp at ouce tut
they said wé must huve'ireakfhst first, so the peal was
' gotten ready and all.the while tullets vwere whizzing unconf-
ortatly nesr.
- We might Just as well have gone &t once, no one éould

eat, notbody hed any appetite, and eny way the teeth chattered

too badly for any one to attempt it. Souetiues the
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Indians were in alght and sometimes not -- & number o; flmeﬂ,
-one stood on his horses Lack 'S80 28 to bring his head atove
i the tops of tne willows, and waved an impromptu flag, made

of Ladly soiled shirt on a pole.

Vinether this was intended as a war flag or a flag of
truce, we were unatle to decide; Ltut whatever their in-
tention it wes a&ll the ssme to us, the shirt could not have
- teen white enough to restore our confidence, buring the tine

we wWere getting treakfast and yoking up, tullets came
whizzing tarough camp, Lone can know the horror of it, who
have not been similarly situsted. Eaiher and Reel, &

number of times rested tneir Sharps rifies on a ﬁagon =
wheel and took deliberate aim. Jcott begged them not to
shoot, tel;ing them thut as they valued their liwes, and

the lives of the women and children to desist.

_“The country™, he séid "is full of Indians, and if you

kill oﬁe-uf then, taney will never stop urtil they have murders-
ed evefy one of us". The women added their entresties

to his, &nd very reiuetantly thg guné were put'duwn.

Things vere hastily put iﬁfo the wagons and as ébon-aa“the
cattle could ke yoked we ieft camp. Ve were not more

than a 100 yés. away when the Indisns rushed in and pearedr
siout in every direction, fo See if anything had Leen left
tbet they could cairy off. Lot finding any thing, they beyar
riding after.ﬁs, and as when after tne stbck, they did not
come directly toward us, tut all the time in‘arcirculér
way, Irom one side of the rosd to the other, esch time
they passed, getting a little nearer, and ovecasionally
firing a shot. hone 0 the party seeﬁed aynxious to shoot
eécept father and RHeel, they could sbanu it no longer.-

they uust iet those ILdlﬂnS See how far their Sharps rifles

would earry. “ithout aiming to hit ‘them, t.aey nade the earth.




fly dangerously nesar, and 50 the enemy seemed to think,

for they were much more careiul in qpproaahing us. 48 Gl

~socn a8 attention could rest on any thing tut Indiuns, it

was noticed thut the toldest rider was on a large brown
aDerican horse telonging to a train ahead, the othera had
Indian ponies. I think it was this trown horse im ypq_hands e
of this rascally fellow that made Heel decidé'{aiégoot.‘

Dhe Indian crossed the rqa&, in the run, broad side to us,

and Reel getting down on one-kneé, S0 as to have a rest, took -
deliberate aim at the horse and fired, Imuediately the

hofse slowed down, and ‘the Indian sl1id off of his tack, and
ran tehind the willows, the norse followed more slowly and ' e
llmping. _ ; _ '

Yhey must have held a consultaLion as they did not appear
again for several minutes » and then followad only a short dis-
tance farther, vwhen they turned squarely to the left; making
directly toward s gap in the méuntains. Ve were'tr&#eling in a
weéteriy course, tut accérdiné tﬁ the Guide book s few miles
ferth.r on the road turnsrdue!sputh, 80 they were going in
a liﬁe that would irtersept onr ioah, this vas ﬁot—reassuring.

“he trown homse was not acle to Kéep'up with the others,

tut they all soon ?éssaﬂ out of sight. The exoection of meet-

'ing toem aghlr _made us more alarmed than _When they were in

sight and shcotlng after us. - -

Pive or six mlles_travel'hrouéht us to daft rivef, proper, -

which is but 2 good sized creck. The Toad kept near the

river, and the w1llows on either 31de, were the 1argest tallest

end thickest we have seen anyvncra and came in so closely to

‘the road that there was mot room for the drivers to walk

besiﬁe the wazons, snd yet every one was keeping a sharp 1ook-

S
out, expectlng any moment to be attacked. xhis-was~endureig¢. =




for three hours - at noon we camé to a plsce where the
- willows were not quite so thick, so‘stopped to give the
stock & cuance to eut as they had little Bupper and al-
moet no treskfagt. The nud to be taken across the creek,
on the élope'of the mountsin, which bégan to ascend from
the creek tunk, ZShe momntain was compér&tively smcothe,
withou{_trees, and the cnly vegetation s few hundred yards
atove the creck, was sage brush. '
scott was on guard with the stock, and went eanme
‘distance tp the mountain, until he couid 8ee the road
vhere it merged from the willows at the river croesing,
which was & nile further Gowr stresm. He said he saw
eignt Indisns go irto the willows at thnat poznt, snd
coula see’ plalnly the gllnt of sunshirie on the gun tarrels
after tne Icdians tone_selves were concealeﬁ in tne brush.
Bw cihopping aund clearing away willors, &nd spading the
steep taras, it was nmade possitle to get the wagons
across. The mext two or taree miles were traveled on the .°
side ol the mourtein, keeping as near as possitle the
gereral directicn in waich we wisned to go. It was very
hard for tne 0xXen to pull the wagons over tne hrush and
nuite &s herd for us to stsnd the jolting, after three
miles of this, there seemed no ferther neoessity-of keepe
ing dn“the nountair, as we were éntirely away fronm the'willowa.
and were just as safe in the road, which lay in a_slight—
1y unduletirg open, tetween mountain ranges.  An old ox or
COW, was the only living cresture in sight.

We kept to the road for the next four miles, and find-
ing neither grass. w00d nor water, we turned to tne right !
and went a mile up the face of the mountain'opposite the
one we nad traveled on during the afte;nbon. From the
road would bte seen a pateh of green, ﬁhich delioted willoﬁs anﬁ o

water,

8z.




It was nearly dusk tefore tie plaéa wa8 resached. Théra

is a fine spring, plenty of grass and & nice cluster
of willowe thst partially concealed us from thé road,

lio fires were kirdled and we had no iights as
we thought that serhaps the Iﬁdiays had gone for a
larger force and knowing that we could not get away, V3
were not keeping é watceh, so0 we wished to avoid'what-_
ever might sttract atiention when they feturned. The
tent was put up as usual, tut not occupied. The wagone
Were run closely togetner, water-kegs were taken from
underneath the wagons, ( where they were always carried)
&:.d with ox-yokes and every available thing were used
to make a tarraéade; as & means of brotection did not
Vlook very promising. Ve Telt the situstion most keenly.
duch & mere handrul of humanity, fourrmen, four women,
three young btoys, and three children, ope my mothers
litile six worths old taty. In no way could we turn for

for assistance. <he "Jinny trazin" was the last one to
pass, and that was eight days ago. Since then we huve
8een none and have teen traveling sléwly.

We are confident thet we &re the last immigrants on
the roed: .Dobbins bas zept us baek until all havarpaésed.
When & train passes over some very dusty road, the small
rarticles of dirt, rise in clouds sand hang over the road
for miles:- these have Leen seen sometimes twenty miles,
the truains thenmselves not bézgéiviaibla, vet the dust in

the air plainly marz1rg their course.

Tbe road traveled this sast week has bLeen unusually

dusty, and we must suppose from our manner of reckoning,
that z11 are Severzl dsys in advance, 80 we realize that’

we nust depenn on durselves. *he nlght tas dark and we

sat in 1itile | groupe ard t=lked in whlspers. About ning
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oclock, Dotbins ventured & little distance from the
wagons, tut cume hnrrying tack, and said, "I want the
0ld map ( meaning father,) to-go down there, with his
long gun, and see what thuat dark otjeet, is%.

Father went, it was one of the oxen thut had
strayed a little from the others. 4 little later a
shot wee fired down on the road. Our hearts stood still,
knowing it could te from nope tut our enemies, Yhe
stock was driven in closer, snd fatner weﬁt'up to the
épring, where John Fossett was put onm guard. Hé was
tonere, tut éound.asleep. ?he cattle he was set to guard,
_were driven in; tut John was left to lookout for himself.
He héd proven so untrustworthy, that we were not much
interested in his.welfare.

This is my litile brothers Hales, ninth birthday.
Lotwithstanding the worry and excitement of the day,
some one rememﬁeraa it, The menner in which it was passed,
%will e & life memory. Father could not trust the toys
nor Dottins to guard the camp, éo be was on all night. o
Aug. 18th. {Wed.) '

All safe this ﬁorning._ Vie were agreeatly disappoint-
ed in not haviﬁg a esll laét night. Jome report having
seen Indians and hesring them singing. A8 we are sure
they were not far enough from camu, to hear anythirg more
than the rest of us, the story is dlSGrBdlted- & few
miles from cemp came to & stream which had but a scant a-
mount of water, tut ty noom resched another thet Supplied‘ﬁ
plenty. Here a céuple_of'ﬁormons have & blacksmith
shops Iﬁ the next taree miles paseed considersble

slkali. The ground "is low znd has a marshy appeararnce,

[‘ vlmq

and pools of dark coffee colored water, are in .among

the scant grass and weeds. It is a greét deal of work
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to ke ep the stock away from this water, in spite of
all that can te done they get occas;onal Bips. another -
dormon btlacksmith shop. =

Here we went into the mountazins again, btut had &
very good road. Two miles further, came to a‘narrow
way which they call a pass. 4t the entrance of this,
was a newly nade grave, rilled in with siones. Lear it
a bit of board-was ricked up, on which was writt;n this
brief account of the unfortunate one. "Thisrman was
killed ty the Indians, bug‘7th. He was from.Iowa, and
was traveling slone with a wagon and one horse."
Emerging from the pass, we came into what is known as -
Pyramid circle. <here was verhaps an acre ofpartiaslly
level land, with a go0d sized stream lowing through
it. ‘ | L

On this level ﬁnd the hills which encircled it,
were the most beautiful and wonderful white rocks that.
wé efer saw, This is known as tné_Ei;y roces, and
certuinly bear a striking resémhlance to a eity. To
be sure it was 8 good deal out of the ususl, for the
large aﬁd énﬁll houses were curioﬁsly intermingled, and

set at all angles, tut it only made the place the more

charming. -here was every thing ore could imagine, from

‘& &og house to & church and courthouse. “hile the

stock was teing cured for, the women and children wondered

off to enjoy the sights of the city. when they returned

e

to camp a stern and well merited reprimand awaited them.
"How could you do such a thlng~—-- did not you know there
might te an Indian behind every rock, " etc. etc. We
were 50 spelliound with the Lesuty and strangeness of
-1t all, thst no thought of Indiung eutered our heads.

-‘bpme of us at least. are too young and thoughtless for

our aurroundlnga. The older ones did not forget to muke
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all the po:sitle arrarv.ements thej could for the Baiety
of the camp. i : “

dug. 19th. - :

" i few miles from tne city'rdcks, the Salt Lak# road
cones in.l 4 mile farther, ocame to a creek that has the

appearance of be;ng quite a stream at tiumes, tut there

was little water running. <leven miles from camp,

came to some fine springs, that gush out from underneath

e rock. liooned here and then started over the mountalns.
Very long sieep hills to go down, One place in
particular, was'éo bad, that the only wonder is, that
the wagoné'kept right side up. Portions of the road
were tarely wide enough for the wegons, with steep g

" mounteins om one side aud abrupt bank on the other, and _
at tlmes very. sidllng.- Camped on a small branch near
the foot of tha mountain. Good grass and plenty of
cedar wood. This has heen a tlresome day.

LU, 201;11. & :

'Two miles from camp came tﬁrGobse Creek. Chis
is gquite a stream, with a thick growth or willows
alopng ite taunks, -

-Three Indians suddenly came from aﬁdng the bushes,
and out to the road where fﬁe ﬁagons ﬁaﬁrﬂéltéd for a _
few minutes, they did not &ppe&r unfriendly. Uother
thought test to - congiliate tne rascals, 80 hznded out
food; some of us argued that 1t would only make ihem —
&1l the moro anxious 1o get wnat was in the waaoés. .

In leaving, they did not follow the road, tut
hastily got-into tné tushe® and out of sight. <he

road followed the stream for 20 miles: éoodrgraSS all

the wey, along the creek bottom. Had one Wery tad slough

to ‘eross,

B e o
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.Aug 21st, o _
"‘Threermiles from cemp the roﬁd leaves Goose Creek
_énd_gégédiﬁto 8 ctnon that is Four miles long. & little
stresm follows the canon for two or three niles, this is
— the last water for 13 miles. ®he first part of fbé
drive was most draadfully stony tut ihe lattér part was
excellent. Billy got his "fiddle" out and sawed for a
while. ZSock Springs was the next watering place: no .

grass. 4he springs are situated at the head of 1000

springs valley, which has little vegetuiién except sage

brush. Two miles down the valley camped without
- Brass’ or water. Raining,
Aug. 22nd. : |
- “his morning Dobblns was not willing to lesave camp
until he had his breakfust, Vhen we learned this, and
tnat be had sent one of the toys tack two miles Tor
water to make his coffee, we tola him _We Vere not going to‘
wait, and would not travel at hls gait any longer, but would
- rush ahead as fast as the teans could stand it. It ie
now 18 déyé since we have 8een a traln, and we are
going to maké 8 desperate effort tooverteke the trains
anead. The past 8ix days have Leen s great strain : _ 3

that we would 1like to see ended.

i

It #eems pretty bad for a 1ittle party like this,

to divide its forces, in a hostile Indiap country,

but it has to be dona.

[P 3o oo e,

Dobtins conduct, it o} WlShlng to hang tack, is ' 3
'unaccountable, 8ince we know him to te such a corward:
neverthelegs we go.

Ivo miles from cump, came to & small hole of

water, with a oud bottom, Stopped and got breakfast, ' 2y 5

- ' ] ’ 5
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By the tine wé got through with thai mud hole, there

was nothing left 1hot Jobbins or his stock would care

for. a mlle farthner, crossed a small spring branch.

and three miles Lartner, cane to good grass tut no nater.

In the afternoon czme to another small streun of such

poor water, that vhe 6.attie dia mot like to drink it.
Some was obtaine&'ﬁgér'fhe hezd or the stream that

we could drink yet it was not good. Liore "ulkali" water,

and a grest many desd caitle. With the excejtion of a

“few daye our teams hdavenot teen in the lead since on the

trlx. and being accustomed to follow, we very naturally
exvected It would require a good deal of persuasion to
make them keep up the gait at which we wanted to g0e !o

bhe surprise of all, there was no lagging, in their freshest

" momente they never traveled with such alacrity, I shall

always think they understood tke emergency, why otherwise
would they with little urging kecp up a geit at which

we h2d not been accumstomed’ to travel : now when they were
s&_ﬁq;p,rith travél and nalf fed.

Traveled eight or ten miles in the afternoon, in

1000 Springs Valley, which is a great expersa of level

' country barren of trees, and ir it were only covered

in grass would Le called a prairie, tut since it has only

a very-pOUr guélity of sage trrush, I czll it abonirstle.
Vie were not expecting to find the 1000 Eprlngﬂ ( or .

however many tnera may ba), right out un this level stretch

of lznd.” Nio 1nlet, no outlet, just a lot o wells or

‘holes full to the surface with water, ard covering

evercl acres "And the green gross grew 2ll around”, but
unfortunaiely for us had teen well eaten off. For some

distiﬁﬁi around, there was a slight,undul"‘ihg motiom, . _

which g gave rather an uncomfortatle- feellng of unceria;nty

.--',_' =i i S LE BT _ 7‘ 88. 7—*7__ - _ : ¥ «._r,_;
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és to how long one might stay bn'top. The stockllike
'ourseivés were csutious at first, but thirst got the
tetter of their fears ard they drank directly from the
wellg .

Some of the wells were so close togethner thst only
the most couragebug, or "fool hardy", would venture to
walk_betweeﬁ them, and aguiﬁ they were from 10 to 20
feet apart. The smallest one was tvwo feet in diamater.
the mzjority were 10 to 15 ft. =nd the largest one was '

20 ft. One they sounded was 30 ft deep, in the largest
lhey could not strike tottom.

There were flsh in them six inches long, which show- .
€d that the water was not alkaline, slihough the surround—
irg country had a grest desl of alksli .n the surlace. Ve
think tanere is a loixe vhich has teen gradﬁally covered
and crusted over flrsi with & growtn of water plants,

&nd then with lOJSe earth, cerried bty the winds, which

have & great'sﬁeep Oover this barren waste. Passed many
dead cattle pear the aliali. Camped right in smong the
wells. Rotwithstanﬁing Dottins wes traveling as fast as

. he wanted to go, he kept closely ater us all day, &nd this

evening passed and soon turned off the road and wemt out of

.sight. , e 3

iug. 23rd.

This was the fery dempest mornirng I ever saw. At least
I never saw dew pile up as it was hefe; the tlades of -
lgrééa were weighed dovn with it, and clothing left outside

the wagons, w88 ready to te wrung out. Lo rain ever left

things in such a wet state. Very unplezsant getting break-

fast. The toys tell us that Dobtins cansed two miles avay

road, when he stopped &t the wells to water his stock.

89.
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hen he Baw us comlng, he made all possible haate, as he
dlﬁ not want us to te ahead of him. 79 had made up our
minds that we would te. For lely a quarter of a mile,

- the etock telonging to toth, was kept trottlng or loping
all the way. One 6f Dobﬁins wﬁgone'cume in shead, then
came oﬁrs,‘then his oiher wagon followed by fathers.

Just as this cccurred, the wagon in tne lead curved
around a big:ﬁud-hole, and ours cut strzight across., <he
mud was less thuan knee deep, (‘npt nearly as tad as it
looked,) tut we made the water fly, aud came out ahead.
lio sooner had this happened thun one of Dobtins oxen
came unyoked awnd capered off witﬁ the loose stock. This
stopped his wagons and gave fath§i-aﬁ opportunity to come
up %ith ours, bylgoing'throurh'thé mud-hole.

' We drove on a little way snd then. stopped and helped
his toye get the ox and separste tne cattle, in the. 1atter
they had consideratle troutle Lecmuse they were used to
running together, tut finally it wes aécomplishéd and we
wmoved on. - Zight miles from éamp, csme to scme hot-SPrings.
the water toils up and is hotter than the Band can te held
in. «uite a litfle streum was runningjfrom them. A
guarter of a mile up‘stream fiom the springs, Found nice
springs oI cold water pslenty for the stock and bretty good
grass, yet conéideracle alkali on the ground.

Yre miles farther on tne road’began & gradual élimh.
in a canon which it fbllowed-for éeverulrmiles, 4t & turn
in thelroadiéome white spots far in advusnce, were seen on
the mountsin side. ' |

Our schooled ayeb were at no loss 10 determine what

too
they were, we knew it to te a train slthough it was, far

away for the cattle to he discernable. iig nore welcome

sight Qould meet our gaze. lione except ihat littie tank of
: (o = ' )




truvelers, éan ever know the inexXpressitle joy and
relief experienced, on seeing those old dust beérime&
wagons. 4he weight that was lifted, left gs_bnoyént and happy.
The train was lying Lty on éccoﬁnt of the illness of one
of the party. Had it not teen Jor this, we would
hsve had to camp another nignt-along tefore coming to
any train. Got here &t 2 P.ll. having traveled 22 miles,
which was a very good drive with tired oxen.  this
frain, Sparks, Farmers end Houks, ( =ll largé fruins)
bave been keeping close together on account of the
Indians. Ehey were uneasy acout us, xmowing how- small
our train was and thet we were the last. e stopped

and csamped neur this.trsinr Somewhat later Dotbins passed
~apd czmped on anotier hill. Some oF the toys found a
tody on the mountsain side. It wus partially covered
with dirt and trush, and too Eadly decomposecd for
"~ them to Te atle to tell wnethner it waé é white person or
an Indian. It was thougnt to be a white woman. Four
Indisns were Seeﬁ on the mounfain. " These .people claimed
one of the oxen Dottins had‘picxed up. A baby wés

§orn in camp tonight.

aUZe 24;

Continuéd on up hill for two miles, Before the

descent began. w«fter tvwo miles of dowvm hill, the

road fﬁrkeﬁ, the'léft going through & canon, ( very tad
road), the right, which we took is f&r‘tner tut was very
good. Truvcled séven miles before stopping 10 noon on
& small tranch” in”vhtch tnere was tut litile water. Hera

i

we came up with Farmer's trein, which was lJing ‘ty on

-

,account "of the illnecs of lirs. nllbon lir. “srmer's
,'} it Ve
married daugnter, who nad a baby thut had come rremature«~

ly, and some one else that was sick. Hother at once .

took the tabty snd is pur-inyg and carlng for it. _
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ésidﬁ from wénting company, on account of the Indians, we were
véry'glad to meet old acquaintances. Vie attached ourselves
to their train which moved eight miles in the afternoon and
camped in a valley, where there was sage brush, and grass
vaist high. %She train we came up with, clained one of the
cattle that Dobbins_had‘pickeﬂ up and brought along. A4 )
iug. 25th. T )

Traveled nine miles in the forenoon and nooned on
Canpn creek, which is the head waters of the Humboldt. Good
.grass all along the walley. Farmer went on ahead for
some of his cattle.that got withranother'train. He brought
back news of Indisn depredations. qur or Tive Guys azo, some
two or three wagous were taken,rana.six Or seven men . and two
women were killed. Only one man escaped. &8 Uncle Sams
héd three wagons, and a number of hen, we are feeling
anxious acout them. ©Two men ofianother train were killed,

and in an other, a men was wounded. This latter, was guard-

‘-J

1ng Stock, and an Indian crawled in 1he grass until near enough

to shoot, which he did hittihg him in the lower »part of the
leg. “iacre was 500 nead of eattle, tut the indians only
succeeded in running off 60 head and one horse. ?here is
taelk of an Indisn hunt. We followed down the vulley
and camped on the creek. Ly mind was so distracted bty the
dust, that I have mo 1dea how far we canme, tpe distance
Beemed 1nterm1nable. |

Liow that we have Joined this train, ve must g0 &t the
.tail of the procession. Ninelﬁagonsiahead of us, each with
- from four to six yokeror 0xen, dragging their feet along in
the dust, which was so liéht that it only needed a treath
of air to set it'floating in clouds. Bhe air was so

thoroughly full of it, th.t our own oxen and driver were at

times quite obsecured.

92,
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I put a curtuin across ‘the front o the wﬁson and opened
the cover in tnhe tack, in an eifort to get air thin enough

to breatna. Peonle tack in the states have no -conception

‘of 'a dusty road. ‘“here is strong talk of starting on an

Indian hunt tomorrow. It is said there are 15 tralna rithln
four or five mlles of us, and 200 men. Y%he train that lost
tne stoak has taken an Indian prisoner.

Through a mévmon interpreter ne uas agreed to take the
whites to where tBEJ cattle are, if they will agree not to
kill ﬂim. It seems to me a very risky tusiness to follow
an Indian off into the nomntains, .to meet they know not what.

I do not telieve that he can be trusted, but the men seem
to tﬂlDK thare is no danger. There are three lone wagons
standlng near the willcws, strippad of their cloth covefs, Just

a little way from our czmp -- none here lmow vwho they telonged to,

'7 thej silently vtespeak a grim tragedy. Lhis norning we moved

down the creck nezrer the other traius so as to be 811 together.
We are next to Harps, tuat is where tie wounded man is. 30

men well armed and'well‘mounted set o0ff following the Indian

who stepped very sprightly, keeping a close watch all the vhile

as though he expected & shot in the tack or scnething of the
sort, if they halted he immedistely did the same. IZ he acts in
good feith, he is promised & gun and his literty. 2Reel is of the
party, I was opposed to his going but unable to prevent it.

Y0 say the very least, it is an unwise thing for those

" men to follow an Indian’ out lnto the mountsins, in the expect-

ation of getting the cattle back. - Ehe Mormona who acted as

_interprater has some. We think he should asve teen held until

the party got back, as we csannot regerd them as friends,
iug. 27th. _ : e

The trains did expect to move todsy, tut on account of

the 1llness of the women, did not do so. To waif for the
93.
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T Hoailian Budbers wes snoiier weasin 468 not hoviyg Ttut that
alone would not huve urevented it, as the horsemen‘gould
_easily overtake us, and efery oue is so anxious to te
lgetting along.’ ?he river uefg ig a'gpod-siged étream there
85 quite a valley follgwing its course. liot muyy
Vwillows. '
sug. 2Bth: | e B E s
The women are no better. all the trains are waitlng._
It %ook father and another man until noon to put an axel
1 vur wegon. Dhie forenvon Wilsen's 1ittle Baby dleds
agved five mile$ in thes:fternoon to get fresh feed. Yhis
afternoon the hunters returned hi shly elated with their
- sucecesc. Having bee; gone three days and two nights, went
60 miles into the mountainse. Lhey brought tack 37 head of
the 60 take:u. Whe trip #ES & very hard one and they
suffered from hunger and cold, hhv1ng taken no tlankets,
and wo food tut-a few biscuits-in their pocxets. ¥he
firqt night, they cumped on a mountain side, heusr =& iitfle
broo;ﬁana_some willowB. Ivery ﬁrecautidn was taken, so
“ﬁb'fires were to bc made. “he horses were staked out
and guards stationed, and the par{§ huduled togeilher in & i
-vaihiaffort to keep warm. & guard came in, and in response
' to tne inquiry as to why ne add so, exclai;ed’"uy God Cape -
don't ybu know an Indian coula crawl up sﬁd shoot me and I -
wouldn't know it.™ *he aen finally de01ded that tha
mizht Jjust as well Le kllled by the Indians as to fraeze :
to death, So they tuilt & fire and made themselves as
confortatle as they could. ' :
4t the time of & orev1ous wrltlng, I did not know
tnat a party went out the next day after tne ‘stock was_‘—*“j_*f—
taken, ‘hey nad no dlIIlculty 1n follpwlng ihe trailr.

of the stock, tut daid not dare to go as far as the Jarty
94. : '
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was small. ”he traeil remained and could still be plalnly
‘seen. The prisoner took the party directlyto the Indian
czup. Berore they were aware 0f its close proximity, Indians
were séen ruuning to tne bnush. 1qey Seened to te all

women &nd ciildren, only onme o0ld man was sighted, he ran

in some willows that overhung the creek Lunk and crawled

in. 7
= _ “hey tried to make .im come out, tut he would not, so

they shot into the brush and he imnediately set up a

very queer wail which was thougut to be a death chant. It

did not longz eontlnue. Ehree women, the mother and '

31sters of the orlsoner were captured. Reel was riding

after ore o thek when she su 2ddenly dropped to the

ground. EKe was looking ahead when hig horse stumbled

o#er ner -- after dropp;ng to the ground, she had crawled

back toward him,

The psrty was nostly Hissourians, &and some é;-tqem were
diénosed to treat the squaws as the Border HAuffisns did the
wonen of fansas. rortunately there were enough resl men to

N protect the squaws. Some were for having the squaus killéd
but they were not injured in ang way. only held as Jrisoners
until the »arty was readj to leave. Eighteen head o the
stock had teen killed and the carcasses were lying near.

The Sklﬁs were ﬁlﬁhadj doing auty, as "wxckyups“ _“hey were
rsewed together and stretched around poles set in conical form,
' with an opening at the top for the smoke to escape. The

hind qusrters seened.to te.all.toey vere. going tJ make use

of, all the rest of the animsl was ieft. Who can understend

éuch'ix@nridence. - They had cut the meat into strips and

_had it drying in the sume ‘

'7Beel'begﬁn eating somé of the meat and put sone in his
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pocket, onme of the'Hissourians said, "Just look at
the'damhed Yank". Thgy were all gald enough to eat
0f the meat and out it in their pockets too. \‘.’haf
they dia not carry off they turned, élong'with the
~wickyups. “hey could notlearn what tecame of the
other seven head.
- The sguawse were told that unlees they broughf
10 ponies, inside of tﬁo duys, that the Indizn would
Te killed. Wihether they fully understood it or not,
they were not certain, but the ponies were not brought.
The prisoner was niede to drive tne cattle back, and soune
o7 the party made i£'as nard for him as they could he
was quite foot sore from running over the rocks. after
the caitle were returned to Harp, and the toys had
gqpe'to their separate cumps, Harps company whipped the
Indian with ramrods, raisiug great welts on his tbacke
Parties interfered and took him to licVays canp, t0 te
set at literty the next morning.
sAug. 29th.
It was rumored last night, that the Indian was to te
killed this morming. Before we left camp, & little
part with the Indian weﬁt_back on the road, out of
| sight. ‘suvposedly to kill him =- if'not. why wus he not
literated at camp.
Wilson's little basby was buried teside the road this
- morning tefore we sterted. The road followed the river -
2ll duy. 4hnere has Teen & great samecess in rifer,
valley and dpunt:y'generallj, g0 much so thet I have no
ides Bow fé;:' we came. ' 7
It was atout noon before the ‘men who went back with

—_—

the Indlan came up with the WaE0oNE. ==

AUge 30th. E: ot
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Still traveling down the river. Let same surveyors,
from Cali;o;nia; they tell us that Uncle Sam's are all
safe, bﬁf report the Indians very tad. Thev buried five
white men in one grave énd three in another, near Gravel
ford. Yhere are 30 men in the party. They were
éttacked, tut no one wés'injured;

Lug. 3lst.

Yhis morning we came to where the rosd forks:--

Wie took waat is célled'tne cunon road, which erosses

the river four times. The first crossing was hug deep and

" 40 feet wide.

The canon -is several miles lougf after going a a
short distance in the:aftefnonn, we came to where the |
road leaves the river for 17,miles, so stopped right
there &nd éam;;d. ‘ L f =

Sept. 18t-=

yurs was tne first train to pull out this morning, and
we are particula:iy glad as it will make & difference in
the smount of dust that we get. Just before gbing into the
mountzin, sacsed the grave where the taree men are buried;-_
their names were unzuown. 4Yhe hills todéy were steep and |
very stony. . | 7 )

. There were four spring branchés.with_very bad crossings,
that I feared we would not be atle to gét through. Crossed -
Grave; ford end camped. all creation seems to be here
tonight. Je are in oretty close guarters tut it is &1l
the safgi-in {his horrikle Indian country. « man from
Hcﬁays_tréin says tn_t‘the Indisn prisover was given the
gun, he was oromised, some provisionsrand a tlanket and
tola to gb. we are in hooes it may be sb, tut do not

helievé it. { 50 years after the inciasent Just related,. I

'7;;§{ola ty Exa_gpm_ﬁawles;'tha{ his father was vne of the




party that went tack on the road with the Indian. Ur. .
Rewles went to Bee thut_the fellow had fair plgy. He was
well armed and they kmnew hin to be a man of good prinﬁipala
and determinction, and when he tolad them‘thﬁt whbever
molested the Indisn should huve the contents of his gun,
they did not dare to interfere. Lr Rawles was the last
one fo com; to_camp. 7 Lven efter so0 mauny years I was very
glad to xumow that the rascai”got safely away.)

Sept. 2nd. o L '

This foremoon §assed a grave Where-fhree Len were buried

4 paper was >icxed up which stated thut the??jgodies were

fourd in the willows 200 yards, from where fhey were -

turied, and th-t théy were underneath & wagonted. From

papers found necr ty, it was thought they were liormon
traﬂers,'naméd Joneg and Horgaﬁ, and were kilied ty the
Indians, July 2ist, aﬁd buried ty the Californis vackers
sug. 16th. %The toys found a white mans skull, with a
Buldet Holk Steve Th ear.

Nooned ty the river, and on iezving it, started over
the mountsins, which were steep and éusty. e going
down was stony. Camped on grass knee Righ; near where
the river turns due north, snd the road goes straight
ahead. The dSurveyors told us thatAthere was better
feed on the north side tut that it was farther, we kept-
strzight anead. ‘

Sept. 3rd. " ,
o ' Troveled fﬁst;'and at-tiree o'clock stopped ty a
p _ slough and ate dirrner. During the afternooh, cane to
> where the road was white ﬁith goose featners for two = i

hundred yards, portions of a comparatively new wagon,

hacked ané troken, were tarely out of the road and the

ezrth was torn up showing there nad been & territle come
R




fliét;' Tneré wué nothing mdre. tut we understood obly
'too.ﬁell what it ueant. It was night when we got to
the river., - :
- The willous are very thick ana the water deep.
Sept. 4th.
Left the river this mornlng, and did not come 10 it
again untll five o'clock, == the Toad has teen very roug h
and full of jump offs, ané chueck holes, and so covered
- with dust thut they were not seen tut felt. %“here has
‘benn but little vegetatioh in sight today except sago
brush. Cane aLout 20 miles, notvlthstandlng the E -
roughness of the road. “he nights and normings are
very cold, thers is frtqueﬁtly quite zn ice on tae vuter
~ tuckets. “he middle JI tae dsy is warm and piéasant.
Yince we caugit up with tane trains, seven bead of
the cattle that Dobtins picked up on the way hsas been
‘clzimed, sund taken.
it “last we know why he wanted to ldg Gebind. His
greed is stiil grester than his cowvardice, which we
thought could not be ezcelled. For the sake of those
few cattle, sll our lives were risked.
e hLave léarged,‘that garties‘in advaﬁce of us,
found the bédy 0 & nude woman An thé tank of the slough
thut we passed j este rdéy - 4 piece of hair rope was
around her ﬁeck, and on one oot was &n India rubber over
shoe -~ From &ppearances it was thought she had been tortured
by belng draun tack and forth through the slough, ty -this -
rope ground he;neck. it 3 .
 Ehe body was siver the test burial thst was possitle,

under the circumstances.
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S_ept- 5th. i -
Came seven milecs over better road than we hed
yesterdsy, and stopped for noun at an excellent watering

place. Ve were detained two hours or more, waiting for

sone to s who went tack aftér'ioét'cattle. In the
affernoon traveled seven :iles more; there was no grass
on the way and the road came to the river but once.
There was excelleﬂt grass across the river, so the stock
was taien meross to it, as there was none waere we
camped --- Dry willows very scarce. :

' Living as we do, I suppose it isrgermissiﬁle-to

note what the neighbors do and how they do it. The. old

- gentlezen Farmer is very good to help “Mother“, in the

culinary arrangementa.
He makes the Tires, gets out the uots and kettles- and

the eatacles and nelps generally. while "Lotﬂer" maxes the

tread and co;fee ~--"3ister"™ is too small to do more than

be in the way. When thé.fbur Sons and men are ready for

a meal, each for the time being becomes his own cook, B0

there is no occacion for anyone to grumtle. Willows ere s
sharpened, and slices of bacon speared =nd neld in the

fire ad 1ibt. It louks guite amusing.

Sept. 6th. -

Two miles from csmp went into tne mountsins &gain.

lost of the way was through'a canon. In one plzce, the
' road wnll e go in- up hill, crossed two peroenaiculur ledges

of rock, between two and tuaree.feet. in height.  Seven..

miles of tais and it was &ll ston&. Again came to the

‘river, tut did not find grass until we had gone three =~ -

niles, after that, the grass was excelLent. 4 good,

drive had not been made, tut tnere is a stretch without waterj

Or grase and no one seems to know how far it is, =0 stopped

100,
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and camped. { ﬁaylor 5 wagon is just ahead of ours and
the children -amuse themselves peeping out at the tsck of the
wagon.r here is onme girl at tbe gawky age., -

She takes great pride in her litile sister, less
than a yeer old. We have all taken turns in asking
;he_baby's'néma,'just to hear her say "She is ﬁamed.
Hyraﬁda,,after mother, and Isébell“after a guesn",

( “he b-e~1-1 to be_dréggedvanaiwith;eépecial emphasis. )

Septe. Tthe

AThis forenoon we passed what they_wééé-pleaséd 10 call
a Lreding Post.r It was.maQe of brush with -a wagon
cover stretched over it. (?érhaps the cover is from
the deserted ﬁagonsVWe saw). The proprietor had flour,
sugar, end cofree for sale. Floﬁrrzo cts. per péﬁnd.
4n oX that nad given out Reel sold for 15 dollars,'he
thinké he did well. Some of_fhe tréiﬁs'ére.going to
cross tha_rivér. w;_ﬁill Zeep to this side. CThis
afternoon paséed‘é tradiug pést, wﬁich is ten ﬁilés from
the other. Elbﬁf is reising in price very fast, here it
is 30 cts per 1b. ‘These ;iaders téll us thﬁi‘nine §
ésrsoné were killed, where ﬁe saw the_feathers in the
road, and the next train that ceme by; ﬁidkeq up 8 woman
st hea besn Bba;ped end left for dead, but was still
alive. 4hey say the Indians traded the womans_scgip to theh,
and they sold it to néi presgrv:rs. Shemwas the oniy oﬂe
ot ins p;;ty:that escéped.i

{Foot note).

3ix years after the foregoing, I learned that the
ladies neme was Hollingwell { if I remembér'correctly), and

that she was brought to-her £riends at dealdsburg, Cal.

Her disposition they clalmed was entlrely ehanged :

and a*ter a year or two she died of a settled melancholy

= S




Sept. 8the
4°'greater yarf of the way today nas Leen through
deep sand, even the hills we clivbed were sandy. A4ll

day the road hzs been back severul miles from the

river, except just wiere we nooned and cunped. dotking

we czll iron viood, tecause it is so like iron in looks

and nardﬁess -~ it has yéllow tlossoms and is very-
plentiful., #airly zood grass tonight.
Sept. 9th.

Passed another trading shanty. They charge ¥1.00

a pint for vinegar and the ssme for nolases, coifee &nd

dried apples 50 cts. a pound. Lhey had a spall stoek

on hsnds, either had sold out or <new they could sell

.but little, Tor 10l weny imaigrants can afford such

delicacies -at such priceé. dere vie crossed the river
( water hut deep), and did not come to it &zein for 12
miles. Very deep dust a1l the way. I wonder woat is

expected to happen to a fellow who Swallows twice his

- alloted anount of dird, ( one peck). Ve are under no

epprehension as this outdoor life seeut to render up
impervious to wast would kill orainary mortals. Only
the other day, I saw some rice teing warmed over,

that had Teen coored and left standing in the kettle

-which was trass. +here was & rium of verdegris &ll

ground the edge,-- the cook stirred it in, and novody

was ever sick from it-- "211 is well thut ends well".

Camved by the river at the upper end of Lawson leadows.

Rainicg and very cold.
Sept. 10th.

rollowed d_wn tne river 13 miles and ualted for the

day. ®he road here leaves the river aguin, and there is

102, :
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no érass nor water for 12 miles, which mbuld te too
‘lpng a drive after what we came over this morning.
Passed three trading posts todsy. LYhey are growing more
frequent. <Sougnt a scant pound of Butter, paid $l.00-
‘for it; they ssy they did nave vegetables tut a?iisold
out. Very cold all dzy and is rainiug gaing

- when if_began raining here, snow could te seen fall-
iﬁg on the mountsin tops. 4onight.they sre gquite white,.
It makes us fear that we may Te cuught in the mountsins
like the JVonner party.

Sept 11.--

“his morning the sun came out and made things look
more chegrful than they did lust night. ;side from chuck
héles the roed has been good. Stopped and wetered the
stock as soon as we came-io the river, tut as there was a
scarcity of grass, we drove six'miles farther, going ihrough
a crooked canon where the road was very sidling. Camped on
the poorest grass we .ave nad since the Humboldt. It is
difficult to find enough willows te do the cooking with.
For seversl days tnere h=ve been 22 wagons in our trair,
#heFe Lherd aTe §b many it 1s much harder to find a
camping plsce with enough of all the necessities,

Sept. 12th. '

Went up th;ough another canon, and then, followed Six
miles of tarren country. vhen we came to the river again,
‘followed it only a few rods, thén went into the hilléﬁrni ' b

againe.

Ten miles of up and down, and we came to & slough;
which we followed three miles before stopping to camp. As

soon as the road csme down to the level country, plenty of

aliuli vas to be secn on both sides of the road. Qquite —_

unexpectedly a spring of good drinking water was round.,
' 103. '
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Try order s get good grase we had to cump quite a distance
from the road. 7
A iot oz comjany tonight, fhe cump is full of
Indians. Lhere are the first we have seen on the Humboldt
".éxéept the one that was tuzen prisoner. “hey esll
themselvas the "?iutahs"Q We got'somé‘small fish from
them which are very good. I*.ney also trougnt a few wild
ducks. &fter seeing the entrails of one thrown away,
en Indian picked thenm up;rth¥ewltnem on the fire barely
long enough to warn, e;d.then gfgedi;y devoured the:..
dainty.morsel. Lhe most oz toem can speak_a little
English. It ﬁaé-a grest novelty to see them dunce,
_which they did very Enérgetically, tut our l=te

unpleasant ex:erience with tneir neighborm, the sShosnoues,

was still in our ninds und we felt more comfortatle when

they were gone.
Sest. 13th. |
Decided to Lie bty today a&s there is suéh good grass.
This is chled the Big lesdows. Some are cutting grass, to
. earry along to feed when crossing tae desert, which is 25 miles
.ahead. The Tracder tutchered a teef this evening --
got some at 0cts. & pound. e were nevér morn'disappoinf-
-ad, we Vwere 80 hangry for-fresh mest and this looked so
nicei‘yet was s0 sweet thairéohé-of us could not eafritll
af all. It was-as sweet as though sugar had teen sprinkled
over it. This is from the animal feeding on sugar-

cane, which is atout &ll there is for stock to 1ive on
: _ : Vilidig

: LT
here. : e Syl :f\, L
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Came 15 miles and campcd at what is called tﬁdiiéke,

Vit is where the Zumtoldt river spreads out in = laze like

S e - tody, and there is no longer any current. “here is -
: : 104 e e :
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1little grass and thut is covered with slk:li, and the

water is s0 lmpregnated with it, thet it cunnot be uped

mfor dranking, and what makes the camp still more unplesasant,

there is no‘ond. we brought wood and water from the slough
where we camped last nigat. oSome are cutting sugar cane
for tne cattle -~ they eat it only bécause there is no grass.
The leaves and stalks are covered with tiny green tugs,
thut puncturé the plent and then get caught in the oosing
sweetness, and are héld as thouéh cenented. The Indiuans
scrape off sugar and tugs and est without any further
prenaratlon. Some of our purty tried eatlnb "Indian
sugar" tefore they gnéw that a goodly rortion wse tugs.
Segt 15th. ¥

when the cattle were driven up this mornln-; two laid

down and in & few minutes were dead, - a greut nany are

sick from alkeli. Drove 12 miles over desert country, where

there was nothing whatever growing. =t the foot of & hill

which was directly ahead, the road forked, the left was
caiied the Carson route. Lhis led of tarough & sag that
was less'steep &nd looxed much more inviting than the other,
some of the party took ihié foufe tut for some reason, I
Imow not what, tberFarmeré and vurselves took the right
hard road which was calied the Tfuckee routes. inere is a
trading post near the forks of the road, we zot some

little potatoes at 20 cents a pound, that were so very

titter even aiter a deep paring nsd teen tuken ofT, that

- they were quite unfit to eat, tut we were so very hungry

for vegetatles that we did eat Sone srnd were sick in

-consequence. Onions were 37% cents a pound. Ve crossed

————— ——
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over the hill, and camped on low tottom land at wihat is
known as the‘ﬁinkiof Humtoldt.
This is & low 8undy busin waere the water earlier
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in the sesnson, Bpreéds out over sever.l miles; Just now :
there is not such 8 great expanoce. “he wuter is unfit

for dranklng and there 15 noigrass wnatever for tae stock
and Wﬂdt is still worse they all seem to te sick - and
nere we are with & 45 nile desext Just ahead. Wwe must push
on for if we Stay here the cattle will die of starvation.
They afa tulking of starting tonight; '

Sept. 16th. 7

A8 it tukes 24 hours 10 _cross the desert, 1t wus

thought Test to start in the evenlng, 80 we left cump &an
hour tefore sundown. Lrave.ed fust all night: a little
befgra duy, caﬁe to 8 not sPring_which is said to te hulf
WayF Stopped to let the cutile rest and to get breaﬁfast.
a8 Soon as it was 1ight enbu;h to see, Tound thz=t our horse
and futher's were mot with the rest —- ‘Reel _hurriddly ate
some breskfast, and on Farmers little old pony started
tack. =he spring is six feet wide and 10 ft. lomg-- just

& btig hole of hot water without inlet .or outlet = This was
the place of all places, where people left every thing tut
-themselves,,ahd not satisfied to merely throw tneir things -
away, the dumped them en mass into-the spring. It seewed
to Tte quite full of wagon tire and all Kinas of i;ons telong-
“ing to the outfits. Lying atout was ar eudless aspount -
of 0xX chains pieces of wégons etc. ete. r'he water nad

no tad tsste, so we dipped up &nd cooled sune for the oxen,
'as the loose stock would not drlnkAirgﬁckét orhian, they had
to go without. The grass brought alongz was doled out to
the oxen. Some of_therroad.ug th this point nsd been guite
stony, tuere asd also teen sand, and the fest of the way
was.hard clay. We remained at the spring stoul three
-'hours. 4t noon, .came to & sandy hill where we,sfopped and

guve the oXen some water from the water kegs. & 1ittle
106.




at a time was put into a pan and held to un-oxes nose,

as if it had bteen put a cucket, cne ox v:.ould have gotten

“tne Tull amount, it would huve been impogsitle to get his

head from thevater until 211 wss gone, &s it was, it was

-qa*d to mﬂnage ‘them, they pushed and scroughed to all get a.
taste. after asoendlng tne hill it was typical desert all
the rest of thg way.

“here was deep sand for eight miles, and the road on
both sides was strewn with dead cattle. 4 nunmbter in our
train succumbed to the hesvy travel and heat. 4way oif
to the south could te seen & tesutiful river, thut looked
80 cool and peaceiul with its clusters of green trees aglong
the tank, thut we no louger wondered how it was thut & lone
weary truveler could decert the road for the elusive mirage,

It was nard to believe tnat'we were rigntly informed, it cert-

~ainly was a river btut too far away for us to reach., It must

have appesred: the sane to tne stock, as they becume unrulyr

‘and zept trying to bresk away in that direction, the horses

esoeclally were ﬁetermlned to go.

Deud BDlD&lS bty the nay became nore frequent ﬂnd the

articles atandoned were continuous. Yhe sand gradually

-became a little less deep, and acout the flrst intinmation

that we had oZf the uearness 0f the TPruckee river, the
cattle began to bawl and those that had the strength ta
run, tolted ahead of the wagons and made for the river,
dashing down the steep tanks and into ‘the waier.

: “he drlvere followed pell nell, and had great difficulty
in keeplnv them from driuziug too much oz the very cold
water, ..Ho sooner Were‘they‘driven out than they rushed -
right tack, 80 tney hau a lively time for a little whlle.

The road went down a very steep btank into the river -- it

was 40 ft. wide and two ft. deep. - It was just sundovn when
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we cfosaeﬂ, nsking 25 hours for the trip. Mear the

' crosslng there were some California traders. Here we got

some news of tne relatives at Grasa Valley Cal, end as

one of tae traders was g01ng back to Callforn1a, we sent
g letter to George, yet nardly expected it would reach him.
Drove tnree fuurtas of a mile up tiae river and camped--__i e
not nuch grass tut plenty of bushes for the cattle to.
brorse om. - EEr - ; pe &

When it tegen to get dark, we felt anxious atout ﬁeel
&s he hed not returned. It wes not reassuring to have
them say, "he Qnouln not have gone alone, &nd "no one
xnows what those Indians might do to & lone man for the
sake of the three horses, de did not returh until nine
oclock, buvirg ridden 90 miles. - “he horses had not kept
to tke road ali the way, ﬁut cut sc¢ross in a more direct
line, yet be nea no difiiculpy‘in tracking them. ﬁhén'found

they were within tvo nmiles of the camp we left, and were

-_wandering-ratner aimlessly &s tnere was nothing to est.

"Lige" furmer took water back to some or the Stoek that

was left in tne saud, huving given out. They left seven

head and we one. . e S )

Some think it oula have teen better to have stayed at

. the sink over night, and Started .n the desert in the morning,

‘86 28 10 huve had the most wearysone part the sand),

the c¢ool oX the night. as tne*e was notnzng for them to
eat at the's;nk; it 1s a question vneuher it would have

teen gny_easier_fo;rtnem, to huve starved 1z hours tefore

 starting. “ne traders tell us it is 1% miles to any

better grass, so we Stayed nere for the day. Bought

onigpa, jotatees and besans, the latter at 40 cents a pound.
‘Hﬁi

: —xne bors went kback IO; the cattle~~ brou sht in twe nead, '_g,

tne atAcrs we*e dead or nearly so-- our ox could not be




found,
Sept 18th.
Our ox found hlmself. he nad wade his way to tae
river when the boya vere tuack looking for him,--~ he is so
- reeuperated that he seeums in fairly good,condition for
- truveling. i o _ 7
Dﬁfing the 12 mile arive today, we crossed the river
7 lortimes. »ith one exception, the crossings were most
territly stony. Many of the rocks that tne wheels were
otliged to go over, were as high 88 tie wagon huts, and so
covercd with a &8lippery mnossy substapce, thut it was with
great difficulty they kept their feet at all, first une and
then another would.fall' end momeutarily we 1hought the
wagons would upset, and to make it worse the vater was deep.
HenrJ was driving -- at the cest cpossings, ne jumped on
old Dave's back. (Dave was the near wheeler.) <onetines
the oxen got in such & mixup, that he had to dismount in the
middle of the stresm. Illost of the crossﬁpgs he waded frbm
start to Tinish. _ '

Onee he looked around and $imilingly said "this is the
way to drive over the rdcks“, in turning to his cattle his
feet went from under him and he sat in water up to his
neck; Between erossings the road was very rocky, or for a
change we haﬁ deep sand. Fassed Over one piece of road tnat
was tﬂé very viorst sinca'leaving homne. S0 very stony and ;77
sidling that tbe men worked for somé timé“beicre a teanm -
attempted to cposs, and thén it was with coﬁsiderable
troukle that éll_got_safely over. Camped in Liftlé _
Mesdows=-- the grass is only tolerably zood. Lore traﬂers
here, they tell us that Uncle Sam 1is only three daya

shead, and that ne has 1osp 20 head of stock while we have

lost tut ome. :
‘ 109.
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Sept. 10th. SR T e
| Rested again today, the cattle are weak from the
hard travel and requlre rest. Lore have given out an&r
were left on the road. - _
The bOJS have all teen off on the mountaln side gefting
small pine trees for whip =10cns. hs trees are from
SiX to eight feet long, &nd they are tusy trimming off
the limbs and smoothing up the hundle part. Lhis is tne
first opportunity for gettlna any since we were ut aish dollow,
and what they huve Leen using , are worn down to a foot or
two in length. ‘ o
4 traided lash from six to ten feet long, with &
good tuckskin cracker attacied to one of these long whip

stocks, is esliled & Pike County revolver, Yhe Wissourians

 xmow Just how to manage one to get the test results. The

whip stoeck is held firmly in toth hands, and the long lash
is umede to cirecle two or thres tizes stove the head,‘and
then with a quick rorward motion there follows a report
lixe & pistol shot, znd woe be to the,oi it reacnes, Reél
and "Lum" Farmer =re éxgerts, tnéy cen hit the "bulls eye"
{the desired spot), eve.y time. It looks very simple and

easy, and of course tne drivers all tried it, but with poor

'success. Father and John ~'ossett, pernaps nad the most dis-

 astrous exserience of sny. It was 1like what is said of a

women throwing a stone, .the lash stooped in the'opposite
direction from wihat was izteniad and it is the stopplng
that hurts, Father peeled tne tou of one ear and Jéhn

took ‘all the skin off of the top of his nose.

' .ept. 20th. Sunday. ‘ | 3

4 numter of cettle heve died from eatlng wila LETrsSnip--

it grows hCiG plcnulfully snd as fnere is-a scarcity ol grass

it is 1mpossibla to keep the stock from euting it

“he plant
110, : i
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looks very much like the-garden va&rsnip. Blood in the urine

is the first Symptom the second is death,-- life may te

reckoned in minutes after it is known they are aifected.

Did not_sfop &1 noon but kept right along until we Tesched

the Big llesdows, which nade & drive or 1: miles, over very

-gtony tad road.

Crossed one very tad slough, &nd tae river seven times

and camped near a trading post. shis is the first house made

of toards that we n=ve seen for & long time. Good grass nere.

llore

cattle leit aiong the rosad.
Sept. zlst.

Rested szain today--~ tne traders tell us tinere are

Lormons 1t miles from here, in weshoe Valley, who nave

improved clzims to sell at ridiculously low prices. Bome

of them came to the trading post tnis efternoon,-- ihey

waunt

Brighan Young has ordéred a1l lormons btack to Salt Lake,

Lus to stop nere & dasy or two snd gC Bee tneir pluces.

end they must go. One offers his plsce which includes

80 acres of open 1illstle lund -- house and barn, the

latter full of hay,-- all for a horse &nd-gun. Reel wants

tadly to go ggﬁ'sée, &nd perhass tuy, tut the rest of us

Just

 very

‘not a2 circumstance to tnis. vniy erossed the river ouce

picious 'of any thing convected with ilormons. Seversl
catlle died today.

Sept. 22.

Did not stop at noon--- traveled 10 miles, ull the way

like climhiﬂg over & stoue pile. In Indisne we disliked

mich to ride over a blt of "corduroy“ road, tut tnat was

-today - but this once was hud eno 5h to make up for any

numter of times. Jamped on tae Lunk of the riger-- the

- cattle had to te tzken to the opposite side, and then only

lll.f




toleratle goﬁd graéa.;m
-‘Sept. 23rd.

iOne of our oxen died last night. &#our uiles more of

crossing

the stony road end then another,was Liade-- the crossings
are 8ll so tad that we dresd to come to them-- soon after
this lgst one we began 10 ascent tine Sierrs lLievedas. Dhe
road ﬁas up hill and down for ei:nt miles, in muny places
it wes ex{reuely steep~- sO the soirg down seemeﬁ‘ahout a8
sard vo the cattle as the climbing up. Came to & small
spiing tranch, called little %“ruckee, this we followed apd ..
éam;ed-right'iﬁ znong the beautiful pine trees. fThe
mountains ere thickly covered with large white pine and
sbruce. Found Zore grass then could heve teen exsected in
 such a shady place;- wild persnip in atundance.

?here was one long and extremely sté;p tad - £ill {o go
dovn t.is afternmoon. Jue wzgon at & tine had to g0 down and
get out of tne vay teflore arother could stert. ‘While we .
were walting on the wagon ahesd, Reel expressed the opinion
that our off wheeler was poisoued,-- before westarted ne
was cértain-- I tegzzed for the ox to te unyoked-- bat he
séidr“wéJcould ‘never get safely to the bottom without old
. "Ster". He did his ocart to t -e totiom of the hill ang’ aiter
belng unyoked died in a few minutes.

He was sincerely mourned, as he ﬁad teen one of the
most useful and faithful of aninals.

. Liow that'we are where weod is plentiful, the toys made
up a roading campfire. S{anding,'dead, hollow tree was near
caump, this they piled ull of ﬁood ané set going. -AB tLe
air was verybChilly, the warmth and glow of the fire was .
delightful. = W 5 :

211 gathered apound and eﬁjoyed it for & little tize,
then it was seen thst there was going to te Dnore fire than

we wanted, '
B ilz.




The tree fell with a crash and Tire flew in every

' direction, catch;ng in tne dead leuves and hranches of

other trees. Lhis caused no little emc;tement, ‘and it was
only ty the coleled e;forts 02 all thet a tig forest

fire vas nrevertaﬂ. ' . ‘ .

Five eatile died today.
Septe Z4the
The roud toduy had been b;tfer»— traveled 12 mileé.

- Passéd several little sircaws, aud for a mile or more, was in
Va little valley where there was plenty of grass. Loday
passed where there was room for the road to fork, ( for the
first since lieaving the deéért}.i ihe right is the Forest

_City road a&nd the lefi, the Truckee roﬁte, ﬁe.took the latter

although it is said to be & very tad.road,-- yet it is

more direct to Leveda City, near our destination. Camped
in a valiey, two or tnree miles in extént, ligar @ pcn@ugf
small lake. LShe grass na8 been good fut is now frostbittgn
ard dry. we are éntirely surroundéd Ly fhe_méuntains,'all
of which are coverédlwith tzll pines. It is gquite cold.
Sept. 25th. ' "

Truveled 1li miles-- waler every little way &nd a fair
supply of grass. Passed & hay ranch where_some men had a
lot of csttle and & cheese fuctory. ZLought soe butter and

cheese.

Two miles from this we came into & valley of considerable

extent in which is situated weter Lake, a-beautiful tody of
water half a mile or more &across, itvsacms to te atout
_ round. - _
" Camped'ﬁmaﬁg tne pine treeé-at‘some ;itfle distaﬁce froﬁ
the laze. Ve are.ncw within taoree miles of the sunmite-
Sept. 26. - . -

;ne feed is good 80 we are ;yihg bty to let the cattle
113.
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.reorult,-- grass is siid to te scarce from nere cn, and

after we gel into @alifornia feed will te very dear. after
c;ﬁpinéuiégfhed that Uncle ~zms were camped one-Fourth of e

mile farther down the éalley., Some of the toys thot some

1ittle ducks at the laka. They are quite unlike sny we.

evVer SeW -- ir stead of one flat web beiveen tfe toes, there
is & little narrow wet attached to esch individusl. toe.
<hey were nicely cooked, tut could not te eaten-- tested

of fish end mud etc. etc. We learned later, that they

are called mud hens. =

Sept. Z2T7the.

Still =t the same céﬁp; 'This evening after supper we
were enjoying a SOGiable chat_&found a five camp fire, when
tne toys froﬁ Uncle séms came. |

- It was seversl minutes tefore We recognized George
ﬁmong tﬁéﬁ. We felt that we were quite excusable, for when
he left hore tnree ye&rs azo, Wwe regar&ed him as & Toy, arnd
now he sported & moustsache ané wore a hroad brimmed Le;icﬂn
sombrero, which guve him guite & distinguished appearancé.
The letter seut ty the trader, was posted at Forest City anﬁ'

Treached hii: one evening, the next morning he set off on foot

‘for forest City 45 or 50 miles distant., He arrived there in

the evening, fourd theman who posted the letter and learped

~our protatle whereatouts, and the next mornirg sterted on

reaching Uncle Sans cimp at supper time. We had teen resf«
ing so much along the Truckee, thit we were not as f&r
along as veas exyected tut after stating, he would have
kept on until we were found, po natter wiat the disiance

have Leen.

Septs £0the oo el o T she T

Shis morning decided to stsy'é while longer as four

other wagons are to remsin. Phey waut the temums to get in as
good order as possitle tefore leaving. +he camp was moved
1l4.




a mile und a haif over to the wesf side o7 thé Valley, a8 we
~may stay sone tlme 1f tre veather continues. good. Heﬁry _
killed a very large hawk. George kmew Some one who said
California havks wore Zine eating. Reel believes in ‘experiment-
ing, { I do not), but the hawk was coozed, that is ali.

-. ) 001‘.- 21’]{1. ”. = ; i : e - - =

Botn;na 01 1mp0rtapca durlng the past four dﬁys,
only that after a two days vzslt,_ueq;ge went tack to the
"diggihé“; Iatef;ﬁfﬁther.deeiﬁed'tnat ne would not remain
-~here, So.this morning the family left camp;. I g6 along,
as they now think they m&y stay two iééks longer. One.

and one nalI miles from Chmf crosseﬁ the summit,—u- there

was no difriculty in loc&tlﬂg it, &nd at once we could -
see that all water ways led westward. Yhe mountains are
very heevily timtered, and meny. of the trees come in 80
chosely to the road that it takes & 1lot of dodging to
miss ail of them. Came 12 miles over very tad road.
Lhere were cuﬁning liftle seal trown gquirrels
‘hopping up &t every turx, s;tiing on logs and rocks at

very close range, peeningly consumed with curiosity as

to what we were there for. Camped ty the side of tie road
pnear & cig camp of men working on a ditch. “here is a store

und cookhouse, and they call the place iilton, zlso Lruckee

Ditch. b“he ditch they are working on, Tollows the mountsin
sidé,-ahi is_té carry water 100 miles or more down to the -
miners. E&fher went over fq the camb to see if there wes'
eny fresh meat to be had. ‘when he started he was told “if-
there if ﬁothipg be:tef,'bring back livér or even lights™.

They were just out, snd would not have uore for & day or two,

80 he ceme back empty hunded to our great disappointment.

e Brd..

One 0xX ras 6one tnls mornlng, anu fatner went to look for

him. VWhile he was gone sone horsemen caée by with ﬁ*%una of :
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cattle. They run directly to'thé oxen aﬁﬁ'we’fearing a
general stampede,_rﬁn but-to keep the cattle back. “he mén
c}ieﬁ out to us to keep tack, that tie cattle would kill us,
tut we were so accustdmed t& cattle, that we paid little
attention to what they were saying,'aNu did turn the catile
avaye lhqjexplained later, thét these ware‘wild Spahish
cattle, and were liatle to-attack persons on foot-- and
vondered we were notkilled. l

From these zen we learned to a certsinty thet the ox
went back to the Lake, so we went on without him, tut
it had detaineﬂ us helf & day. After traveling three miles,

we came to & little stresm on the side of the mountsin, and

as it was eight miles to the next water, we stopped for the

nizht. There was a litﬁlngress along the creek. hut-tha
cattle are so determined to éo tack, thaf they have to ba-
Aainéd ﬁp and fed hay tnt cdsts taree cehts a pound. Today
we cassed many places where the water in the big ditch is
flumed ;croés-deep revines and little flats from .me side
nill to another, in order to naxe the ditch as direct zs

possitle. <hese flumes aré set up on a frame work that in

"some places is 75 to 100 feet high.

‘Oct. 4th.

Continued to go up sudé down hill all day. .ﬁuch.of'—
the way was stony-- tne worst.hili vas two miles long. after
eight mil.s, came to the middle waters of the Yuta. Here wes
caite & little town, with a store, tlacksmith shop &ud Some
little snanty residences. It did not take long to do the

town so we moved on and camped in Jim Crow canon. It was

fortunate for us that a tesmster with & lozd of hay camped

tnere also, as taoere was little picking for the oxen, and

he let us aave nay, and we would not have inown where to get

1lé.




nater-- as the spring was down in a deep favin§ completely"

hidden. Today wé net a paéktrﬁin and it looked oddly wnough
to See mulies ﬁith‘boxes of'gbuda and groceries -piled two or

three feet_atovéitheir tacks.

“here ﬁere'boxes,of soap, séeks ﬁf‘flour.‘and sugar,
kegs of syrup, waéﬁ tuts, wash toards, hrooms; window'glasa,
Aand sash eto. ete. | '

Oct. 5the. : A

The roasd today was tie best we nave nad sinée in the
Sierra lievadas as this is the regularly traveled stage road,
yet it has been quite rocky. e saw a six fnorse stage today
in =2 heasdlong drive down the mountain. 4o say it looked
dangerous.is putting it very mildly. although the horses seem-
ed going at fuli speed, the ariver in a most feékless nanner
cracked his whip over them and awaé taney wens iike the winge-
we were glad tc be traveling by ox team instead of by stage.
Passed several saw mills and a nuﬁber 0% guile snug lobking
houses. C:uimped at Cpal springs, where there was a sfore
andrboarding house ete. here 1is a collecLion o houses in
almost every little valleJ, perhaps they cill them touns . or
mayte Just cawups-- Then we are up on a ridge they are
generelly too far away for a very definite ideas to bte formed
of their importznce. It was in fhis way that we éaught a8
glimpse of Forest City. A4All there is for the cattle-ia .
brbwsing on oék.bushes and a few epears pf Brass.

' Af er a long pull up a steep nlll we stopped and wetered
the oxen at s waterlng trough in ¢rantof a story and a half
hotel. {he proprietor wWas Very frlendly and seemed glad to
:have svile one to talk to. ﬂa were invited in to rest, snd
later were shown all the com:orta (f) and convaniences of the

place. Zhe uoase was several feet from the ground and there

were no carpets, so¢ as we followedwhlm atout, our footstepa
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reminded one of horses on a turn Zloor. He followed us to tne

wazon. and with toe greatest reluctance saw us drive off. Fron
his garden we ﬁere supplied with some csattage, égiéh was
sweet, crisp and tender and-as we munched it he had our
Bympﬁthy for his lonely conditiom, yet the sliéht margin by
which I hud escaped an offer of marriage‘waa éuite_amusing.
Oct. 6ths. :

‘ Rained ail day and the rosd ﬁas.very puddy. Drove 12
miles all the wzy up and down hill, énd the hiila are dong
and steep; g0 much so thuet we walked. It was nearly'dark
when we came to Enmery's cros sing of the Yuba river. Here was

a hotel and tokl bridge and & punter of little bosrd shanties.

Ehe proprietor let us go inio one for the night and we found -

it ouch more com;ortaule 1nan telng outside in the Idln,

although there were no tattens over tne eracks in tiae walls.

4n old clock ticking on tihe wall, constituted the furnishings.

The bab*'now Seven montns old, zot tadly. frlbhtened on hearing
it tick, in fact was so afraid of indoors thsat she was repeat-
edly taken outside, th.t teing the only thirg that would pacify
ner. In ocur travels she haa tecome & child of néture. Here

we got our first glimpse of a queef little human being,

tnat we knew no nsme for until ﬁe.remembered some pictures im
tne o0ld school geoéraphy, then we decided he must te a Chinanan,
bct, the @ TS = e :

Rained all night &nd is still raining this morning. Ehe
toll for crossing the bridge was $2.5d then followed a
territly long hill to go up. Zignt of-ten milés'fa*ther there
was anoth¢r brldge and thne same toll for crosszng. It has 7

s

been ugrand down hill all dzy, still it is the test road since

o i &

crossing the desert. Findiug tnat we were to begin the ascent

of tne mountsin as soon as tihe bridge was crossed, llother,

Emily, Hale and I, ( not forgetting the baby) set off on foot,
118. ] - T




although it was raining, for we knew tnat it would be

& hard pull Tor thc oxen to get to the top. Soon we

were overtaxen by a teamster vho Lad been up in the
mﬁuntuiné with & load and wus going back "empty".

He had eight-mules to an immense wagon, with a ted,
Vfive feet hizh and was on a apringrséat some little
distamnce acove the bed- in fuct we thought he was

considerably elevated.

~ Prailing along tehind, il & wagon of smuller size.
In &ll probability he was hot accustomed'%o.seeing women
and children walking .n the hiéhway in the rain, &0 in a
very pleasant manuer he invited us to ride to the top of
the mountain. e were nevér averse to riding, but one
glance at the tig wagon bed, showed the utter irpossitility
of boarding it without a sfep—laddar,‘and the other was
too fur from the team to suit our ideas of the relatiouship
tetween team and wagoﬁ. so we declined the irvitation and
taking a steep cut off, soon'wefe but.of sight. Vihen
fathner came up snd related the verdicanment that he saw the
teamétef in, we were particularly tnankfulithat we declined

the irvitsticn. In making a turn on the grade, the trailing

wagon went off and rolled over several tiies, in its

downward course, wWhere would we have been "ih Himael". -
Three miles from the last bridge we came to Sockunyille
on Brush Creek, This is the mine thbf George is interested
in and our destinatioca. 4 ;ittle way back from the bank of
the cnnek,.aaduinmamnng.éomé tig pine trees, are a lot of
m;nefé cahins, they &re all one room domiciles of boards
with‘battepe@ craé;s, and stick chimneys. :They face the
road, the diggine and the hill side beyord and in each is a

miner who not only_futs in regular hours in the mines tut

does his own cooking and washing. One of the miners lived inm
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& little white house up on the hill side, and his wife
in a most. friandiy %ay came and invited Fenny and mé to
"take tea" with her, and she would not take no for &n -
answer, 60 we went although we vwere not "hankerlng for
tea - Corn teef and ca:bage would have appealed to us.

It did”not-matter for mothe¥ had beafsteak] potatoea'
etc. etc. for us when we returned. - ;, 7
Oct. Bth. = '

Went to John °warf3 little ranch in the suberbs of
rGraés Valley, and in a few days were ,ermareutly located
there. Ry A ke S 5 : 7
Oct. 22nd. 5 ; T g —

Yhe rest of tne .trzin came this evening. YLhey
stayed at the Lake until a taree iscch snow fell, tnen
afraid of teing snowed in they broke camp. Farme ] and -

Uncle Sams leave for Sants Rosa Bonona Courty, in the

Coast range mountsins.
low that bﬁ: Journey is ended, I will merely de;
that thercattle came nesar "eating their heads off", on hay
at ¢6O 00 to ¢70 per ton, tefore they were sent off to
pzsture in the uacramepto Valley, and we trust they may
never again want for grass ¢r water. a8 for ourselvas
_we are qulte happy in the thought thﬂu all of our earthly
telongings are no longer to bte .acked in an old ox wagon

each morning and set treking westward.
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