"David Brainard was the son of Bralnards of the Brainard
family from York State and Comnecticut. He had received

a fair education. Upon his return from the California
adventure he had considerably more money than when he
started, lived in Delavan for a short time, and then suc-
cumbed to wanderlust and went into the pineries of this
state, where he attached himself to various outfits in the
capacity of cook and bookkeeper. He wandered from an
advanced logging camp one day in mid-winfter, and was later
found frozen to death in a deserted shack."

J. J. Phoenix to Dr. Schafer, Sept. 30, 1935. Copy from
letter in office files.
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i‘mhe Walwdrth county Mining Company left
algvan* (Wie,) March 20th, '49, at 3 o ‘clock
:p,mw,‘en ‘an expedition to the gold ‘mines of

: fornla. The Company consisted of 12 per-
‘B, P, Cenrick of Darien wasg elected
the gensral director of the company, Wm. “fyley -
ﬁﬁgt., H. P, Phillips Treas, “The rest of the
mpany consisted of D, Linus, S, Phoenix,

. 'Phoenix, H. Hoerring, D. Manning and

" Darien, Although we left our homes and
frienda there that were dear to us, yet we

foro all in good spitits and pleasant anticipa-
f final success buoyed up our spirits

? unéertaking. Oour teams were oxen,

3 yoke to a waggon, The provisions consisted_
of baggg, flaur, rice, beans, dried beef,

‘ goffee, sugar, tea, &c. Each waggon was
Iﬁnnlahed with one stove and cooking utensils,
boots, blankets, guns, pistols, chains, ox
‘bows, ‘powder, lead,and other things too num=-
'&Tﬁua to. mention filled out the load,

_" Soon we wera -on our march, The roads
‘were not' very good at this season of the year
and we made only five miles this afternoon,
and about dark arrived at the residence of
[r. BR. Weed on the east edge of Rock Prairie,
ere we were hospltably received and fure
ished a good supper, for which we are indebt-
, and we shall remember with gratitude, and
ahead of pleeping in our wagons as Wwas our
n&egtion, we rested our weary limbs on feather
4 +The weather during the day has been
jkher:showery, but warm, This even the sky
188 ”anu tﬁe wind in the north and blows

e HEE SRS St :.nl',.‘f
b’ *_,.., actod EE S 151_511
law (hhe 17 h.a Lode,

~ March 21.

aalf of Delavan, Wm, Cavanaugh, Smith, Evans °

‘double our teams several times.

2.

Today our road lay almoast entirely
across Réck Prairie, on the west side of which is
Rock River with the beautiful village of Janesvill
situated on its shores, mostly on its east bank,
Here we stopped for the night at the Hotel; we
made today 185 miles, The wind has been dirsctly
west and rather cool, S

Thursday morning, O0xen all broke out and
gone; found them with little trouble, Having :
some. purchagses to make here, we did not get starte
till noon. Here the gther waggon Joined us, and
also Mr. Conrick, our director, left us on account
ef 111 health thinking that he could not survive

“the journey. He r631gned in favor of Mr, D, Linus

who probably will be elected in his place. About
‘three miles out, we stopped for dinner for the fir
‘time, It conailted ef nice boiled ham, and bread,
pie and cake, with no water, It was a sumptuous
repast. We called this place Hazel Squat. Now
started again. The morning was rather lowery and

'coo0l. About ten o'clock it commenced snowing,
-wind in the north-east,
. night and we were obliged to put on our India rub-
‘bers, which, by-the-by, did net answer a very good

It continued to snow unti.

purpose, for the driving suow soon wet 1t through.

‘We stopped fer the night at the Spring Valley Hous

where we found our Elk Horn friends, We were hale
fellows well met, sure. California was all the go
In the morning, every man had his shooting—iron
in order, armed and equipped About ten o'clock
we left this place in the snow and mud. Wind in
the north. After we had proceeded about half &
mile, tne pboys had a regular shooting at mark,
Although all of our men were good marksmen, yet bu
two made good shots, - Wm, Phoenix and Hoerring.
Teday the roads Were tremendous bad; we had to .
In the afternoon
we passed a most beautiful prairie, the

vAGe o

bermis cign L0 23, ‘:\jék;r(“ ihe

15t b

Al Al SOL‘ET“’ or \”‘&quhm N
G

N 501\5‘\ mu

N sTATE HISTOR



3

. finest, I believe, I ever saw, There was

- not an undulation upon it. It bore the

- name of Sand Prairis. Sugar River glided

. along in its natural beauty, which cannot

. be surpassed. Soon-after crossing this

. 8tream we came to Decatur and put up at the

_public house kept by J. Clark, and a very

- accommadeting man,too, Here Mr, Pollard

. and Hoore from Big Foot, Walworth County,

* ceme up with us and will remain with us,

~ Wé were glad to have his company as he is
‘"7 & fine man, After supper we had a great,

!l time. We all felt first rate and ready td

+ have a time,, In the first place, a general

~ smoke and then a melodious sing, It was

_} enough to charm & savage., What a pity that

‘we were not born blind, But the best is .

<iyet,” Mr. Lord, an old acquaintance keeping
~shop, came 1n with his gccordion and struck

“up some lively aira which so animated us,

- that we were perfectly loose for about two

~hours, then we retired for the night. The

.+ next morning was thes Sabbath, and it was

‘" necessavry for us to travel, and about sunset

. we arrived at Monroe, the county seat of

. Green County. We camped a little out of

‘the village by a 1little grove called ny us,

. "Horse Head". The wind during the day hag

~ . .. been west, with a pleasant sun, '

S0 Monday, March 27, Left Mdoaroe about
~.ten o'clock; a very fine day. This day we .

- 'came to Wiota, the first mining town that
‘we have come to, and a bad looking place.

Afterwards a game of ball. The day was

_We camped on a beautiful green, had & first
-rate supper of griddle cakes and warm suBar.

4_%21

Wednesday, the sun rose as fine as I ever
saw, and its bright rays cheered our ambitious Y
spirits to new activity. We traveled today a-
cross a large praitie,~now and then a house at

'a distance, We traveled today farther than we

intended, for the reason we could not get feed
for our teams, Toward night, C, Matteson and
nyself put out from the teams to find the"ar-
pangements) and mighty tired we were before we
found them, which we did at Gratiot's Grove, a
fine place too. We all took supper with Mine
Host, Mr,Sputh¥ickand a good one it was. We sle

in our wagons as usual.

Another morning has. dawned upon us, and
pdospects are favorable for a fine day. Just
as we were starting, H, P, Phillips came up with
us, We were all happy to see him, By him we re
colved letters from our friends in Delavan. Our
road today has been very romantic, principally.
through the mining region. Wm., Wyley and myself

- took an excursion under ground this afternoon.
“We came to where a shaft had been sunk to a

depth of 70 feet perpendicular. Our guide was

a miner, The descent was by a ladder. We fol-
lowed him to the bottom and lighting three can-
dles, one for each of us, ws procesded to 5x-
plore the mine. The passage was narrow and croc
ed, and in-some places very low. Sometimes we

" were obliged to get on our knees as we paased

plong. Our guide would explain the different
appedarances of the mine to us, After we had
gone about- 300 yards, we oame where a man Was
at work digging the ore, which appeared in velne
about two inches in breadth. We could have
descended Tifty feet farther if we had chosen,
But we were satisfied with our experience, and

- after gathering some specimens of the mineral,

we told our guids we would return tb "day light'
By the timé we resached the top of the ladder, we
were completely exhausted. We were informed
that $170,000 worth of mineral had bsen taken
from this lead. To one that had never bsen in
such an excavation it was rather frightful to

! e syrface of earth that was sup-
58?t§38b§m§3?§ asgew‘g%ones an& gravel,—and Wwe
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under that same Insupportable weight! The . .
sight was grand and beautiful. The sparkling
mwetal, winding passages, and the pale light.

f ‘the ‘candles added a peculiar feeling to

mr already sxcited imaginations, Still, I

3qually glad when I was again upon the surface '
§"the earth. After giving our guide a bit
agh, and thanking him for his trouble, we
roceeded to overtake the rest of our company..
We 'did“so Just as they were entering the city
Tw_of Qa1ena, Il1linois, 'This is the most roman-
'~ tic place that I have ever seen. It is built
.- on the banks of the Le Fevre river, which runs
betwsen high and rugged banks.  One has to look
ca to see some of the houses situated on
ummi ' Thie placa was settled by the
‘nearly fifty years eince. The popula-
Aon now ig between seven and nine thousand,
The principal street, and I may say, 'the only
4he, runs on the bamk of the river a long dis-
ce. There are some very good buildings, to
‘nothing of the miserable huts and grogger-
< Owing to our business, we were obliged
0 gtop here two nights, and we were mighty
glad when we.were ready to leave hera. Mr,
‘Pollard and Moore left us and went down the
A ﬁ;\:in B g';,-Qa!mboat, ) i :

‘Sgturdaylmorniﬁg,-anﬁﬁwegare &éain on the
Glifornia-wards; - We only made six miles
dﬁxh andi-pamped in sight of Mississippl,

Watera, The day has been fine,

pril lst. Another Sabbath sun has rose
14, and 1t becomes necessary gor us to

ed on our jourmey, Aboud noon we crossed
‘great dividing line of Wisconsin and lowa.
; r_where we crossed was nearly a mile

t was’ a horse-boat, and very good., - We
near

Ad
and’'

was satlsfied with the undertaking, but was . |

lt‘ﬂndﬁ 4 g | v ; I

nearly thres hours in getting over. Now = |
8 aoross, We have just started for CALI—end. .. . ..
road runs near the banks of the sttiel o i
nrough 8 fine farming country. o FHIC Vs i)

Tonight we camped by the banks of Spruce
Cre:k. The day has been pleasant, wind nearly
west. R

Monday, Apr. 2nd. Resolved to make more
progress today., About noon left the river and
the prairie, I had forgot to mention that thi
morning we passed & small village on the banks

- of the river called Belle Vue, once the rendez

vous of horse thieves and robbers, I was in
the house where. they were assailed and driven
forth by the citizene, Some six lives were
lost by each party; this exterminated them,
and now a respectable clasa of people occupy

‘the place. s B

We took our linch this noon at Don Potter
of bread and milk served up by two of the righ
kind of girls., They were very soclable, yet
not bold; formerly from the south. I thought
of taking up my residence here and not going
to California, but was dissuaded from the no-
tion by the company, Tonight we camped near

_the residence of Capt. Silsby, who is about

starting with his family for California. The
rain is falling qQuite fast and we concluded
to go into a schoolhouse for the night.' We
took bread and milk for our, supper, as the
rain prevented building a fire in,our stoves,
As today was election throughout the states,
we concluded we would not be exempt from vot-
ing for something, and it was motioned that
we elect & Director for the company, A chair-
man was elected and the meeting procseded to
ballot. At the first ballotting O, MNatteson
received 9 votes out of ten and declared un-
animously elected. It was.farther voted that
each one receive his ten dollars from the
treasurer and that the extra ten paid by Cone-

“pick should be used to pay ferriage for the

company, The meeting then ad Journed to bad..

Sy ' Permission to renroduce or
publish must be ott=ined from the
STATE HISTORICAL SOCIETY OF WISCONSIN
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 ﬂif ?pdpgaday‘ﬂorniﬁg.- Iﬁ still c;ntinues t
;ngini;"sonclu@eg to stay today. 1In the afterg
00 the rain oéased.

/° Thupsday morning, we were on our way a .
boutmoon we passed through Andrew, theyCogﬁig
#eat of Jackaon Co. This evening we camped on:.
he bamks of the Naquoketa; this #s an Indian
me signifying Great Bear. This evening it
.commenced raining again and continued most of.

: ?ygggidqy, Apr,.6. Lokked rather dubious,
n@@hing dry to get breakfast with and two miles
rom & tayern, . Qoncluded to push ahead, although
) roads were almost impassable, .In passing
Lpugh:- our wagons became fast and we ¥
ed to work some time to get them out -
ad, " Finally we were safe at the Eagle
1 Maquoketa, kept by Daniel Rhodes, and.
1tality wae ever shown ‘'and needed, it
this time. We were shown inbo the. best
“roon and had the beat the House could
‘Many were making preparations to go

Promiged Land",

-

“Sat pagyﬁﬁﬁut out again; prospects for a.

Baw: as we were in today, wagons up

¥ almost impossible to step on account .of .
“We-weres about an hour and & half

ut, Today made about six miles, and
r Mr, Burlieson's, - .= '~ : S

junday morning, Apr. 8, Concluded to stop
vﬁlxggéﬁ.gﬂpglcngor.'2Each one spent the
1oy 8aw Tit, * This afterndon H, P, and
agresd to get supper together, and a
uous one it was; baked duck and fricassedd
‘potatoes, griddle cakes and maple mo-
crackers, tea and coffee, besides .the

cks.. The evening we spent in singing

‘bad roads awaited us, Such a mud- |

, -and each person digging and prying.

boat,

fire, we each took a candle and en
yawning cavity,

8.

Monday morning again, Shall not leave:
here today on account of rain and high water, .
A1l hands are bound to visit a cave about four
miles from camp, Matteson, Phillips, S, Phoeni:
A. Phoenix, Manning, Hoerring, Bylen;fghnit and
myself; each one had his hunting equipage, e&x-
cept myself, We had not gone but a short dis-
tance when it commenced raining and we took
gshelter in a cooper shop. <Some were for going
back, but only one did so; that was S, Phoenix,
our road lay through a rugged part of the coun-
try. After traveling about a mlle, we croaased
the south branch of the Maguoketa on a flat-
.Here Linus turned back. The rest proceed:
ed on'the rain and wind, nothing daunted. Afte:
four miles of travel, we cames to a small shangy
wheres we made some inquiries and hired a boy
to take lights ahd guide us through the cave,
Soon we were at i1ts mouth. I had never before
realized half what I had read or imagined of
similar places. The extent of. the mouth,as nea:
as I could judge, was one hundred feet high and
one hundred and fifty broad, After striking a
ered the
A stream of pure,was running
through this dark cavern, which obliged us to
keep near each side of the rock., Its height
was more than sufficient for us to stand up-
right, and in some placesa the upper part had
the appearance of a large rotunda, We here sun
"61d]Susannah", and such a reverberation I neve
before heard, Our voices sdunded like the"rush
ing of many wafera", Leaving this archway we
came to a pond of water extending acroea the
passage; and we were obliged to retrace our
steps. A short distance from the entrance was
a natural bridge or arch, perfectly formed.
The height of the arch was about fifty feet,
and about the same in breadth and width. Under
this broad archway we took our lunch and dran
the 1impid water running at our feet, To the
place where we had been in, was about three hun

‘dred feet and .the depth under ground nearly
" two hundred,

to the other end

Before returning to place under,

of the cave, our guide showed us

A
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. & rock, proapcting fifty feet in width, and
© s8ixty long, Under this was a sandy floor. Thie
.We called the "Ball-room" and the "Polka". The
appearance'of the rock overhead was like icicles

. and presented a curious appearanme. -ie broke
“off sgvera)l specimens for future use. We now

,gﬁ%%ghﬁ;d‘aur candles and entered the other
pening,  This passage was narrower and more
contracted; it had ‘the appearance of cells guard-
- #8d by pmall archways. The rocks in this part
" presented a different aspsct. In gome places
“they looked kike honeycomb. Numerous bats were
“hanging over our heads in perfect security. A
‘large panther was killed in thjis part of the
cave abput two years aince, After getting some
' 8pegimens, We turned our steps homeward.
cave is the resort of parties.of pleasure

#l is called Burt's Cave; for what reason, I
cannot learn. We took a more circultous route
.0 camp, and while the rest wers looking for
game, I meditated upon What I"Qad‘feen. The
works of Nature have alwaysf gufficient
for wonder and admiration, but I was never be=’
fore struck with such wonder. The smallesat ob-

jéct in the created world should fill us with
1¥# amazement at the wisdom of some being in
thus forming sb perfectly all we bshold, but
the ‘grand and mighty works which I had bsheld,

coited: in me a still greater love for the
;ﬁg 1ime and pictyresque, AT

. 0 Apr. 11, Wednesday morning, Day fine.
Onoe more on our march, The roads wers very
bac Nothing worthy of rote happened till .
Sunday, ' when we were obliged to burn our boxes
.en ' acoount of the mud, which was 80 bad that
nine yoke ¢t oxen could not draw. the wagons,
Matteson and myself were directed to go shead
- and make arrangements, About eight miles from
. lwhere we had left the company, we came to Lyn

grove, where we found part of the Madison Com-.

ny; Count Haraszthey anl familyy Mr, Rhelner,
; t and. three hired men, Part of their

“during the summer from all parts of the country,

npg, :
hgd gone on, one of which was V. Leanmen,

-

10,

[]

an old friend of ours,. The Count informed us the
he thought it best to go to St. Joseph, as the
feed to the Bluffsgwes very scarce, After travel
ing about four weeks through-a variety of countr
and some very pretty villages, and over any quar
~tity ef mud,. we arrived at St, Joseph May 15, ir
the afternoon, We camped about one mile from
the village. The feed was very scarce, About.
2000 teame had already crossed the Missouri here
besides the pack-mules, It was estimatad that
ten thousand wagons were on the prairie, It
was necessary for us to stdép a couple of days
here to make purchases and ack our loads.

St. Joseph is situated on the east bank of
the Missouri River. 1Its population is about
1500. Businessg has been very 1lively since Qal-
ifornia immigration commenced. Steamboats run
up here from St. Louis. The cholera was raging
te some extent, snd was making sad havoc among
the Californians that had crossed the river,
‘Many Celifornians were selling theilr goods at
auction, and packing mules, or going home, "An
affray took place here between a Californian
and a Conetable, -in which the latter thought
the former had wounded him dangerously. The
populace thought the officer .to blame. He was
having his trial when we left. D. ianning left
us here and will return home,

- Friday afternoon we left for Fort Leavenw
worth, 30 miles down the river.. Made about six
miles thie afternoon, and camped in the timbar,

Saturday, May 19. Started bright and earl:
in order to get feed for our ocattle. I had for
gotten to mention that the part #§ our company
that we expected to find in the town, had gone
on, on account of the choleraj probably shall
not see them till we get through. This evening
camped by a small creek and turned our cattle
in a pasture, This evening a meeting was calle:
to appoiat a conrittee to draft resolutions and
by-laws for the company, C. Matteson was chair

¥
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S Qw-ﬂylay“ﬁé”i.jfThdwchairmhn_appointed for ¥e passed many wagons which had canp=2l oa accou
Ehkagggmmiﬁﬁkﬁ ~ﬁ9§‘1 Haraszthey, Col, Haraszthey, |. of the .cholara. Many were nick, some dying and
at and, Nyley and W, 4. Phoenix, and the " othsrs dead., This evening our by-laws were a-
: i;ggdgd;"Thp‘committab were to report dopted and officers elected, A, Harraszthey,
ocamp. - The meeting then adjourned, ~ Capt., S. A, Phoenix, lst Lieut., H. P. Phillip

T A . . E 2nd Lieut,, and Wm, A, Phoenix wagon-master,
, May 20, - Rather windy. Clouds be-

r.?“¥3Lpft camp about seven o'clock, This | Thursday, lay 24. Passed many mors teems
ROen we passed through the village of Weston, today in the same condition of those that we

“Migsouri. Here a ssvers thunder-storm passed the day before, This sverirg the guard
pon us and accompanied us to.camp, aboyt 1 ~ was called out according to the salphabet, It
=g from towm, at the ferry, s was my turn with anotherpne; my watch came on
- e , R at twelve, Such a night I nevsr expsrienced;

g, May 21, Oommenced getting not for fesar, but the thunder rolled continousl

e river, and did not pet through and the whole heavens wers snvelcped &n one she

s TR SRR % : of flame,¥ifg¥ The wind seemed to, vie with the
N A% S0 i ' contending elements and the rain came in tor-

. lay 22. About noon, wagons were i rengs, seemingly to quench the infuristed ele-
Now we are-ready for a start, sure, ments. :

onged the great dividing line of the , : Friday, May 25, Nothing occurred today -

1@ the -Indian, This afternoon we ; .  worth notice, ' , “ _

‘Lieavenworth on the ¥efit bank of the -. ; :
! 1arge number of goldiers are sta- " Saturday, May 26, Crossed the Kansas River

here. 1 should think several millions of

‘had been expended by the United States . | : : ,

» fort-end the necessary buildings, I saw : Sunday, May 27. Passed the U.S. ‘troops

-yﬁngiggﬁsJQf-artillerynhare,—brasa, an _ today in camp. They were waliting fo¥ Gen. Broc
.ughariorzwagbpa'qnd 7000 mules. The Elder Reed was in this company. He came to our

i}g;qpatgbaauﬁi@ul,,juat trees enough to - : wagons this noon, It seemed almost 1like being

sautiful shade. All the bulldings were ', at home to see an old friend, They intend to

' whitewashed, which oontrasted beautifully - - overtake use, - We passed some beautiful groves

Epnﬁgrgan*aarth and hanging foliage. No on the prairie todgy, and the handsomest prai-

. 8inge 1 left home looked so pleasant, ; "~ rie that I ever saw,

: about @ mile from this delightfyl place, | e ‘ |

qlggk‘weaneard the soldiers beat the ey ¢ . ' Monday, May 28, - Our roads lay &crosse the

today and camped on the high prairie.

Q"

ﬁ#@?ﬁﬁfilliiﬁtOBOd till the last notes . |- - preirie today, Saw many trains. ;
gle asounded on my ear, i . gle o ' - ; . - .

i T o0 I S SN L ‘ 4% 8 ~ Tuesday, May 29. Nothing unusual occurred
fednesday morning, May. 23, = Did not #st a %Jg“ today. Made 20 miles; oamped on the prairie,

Yy gtart. About thirty wagons passed this

eturning to the fort. They belonged to e _Wednesday, May 30. Made 18 miles,
- G ; ’

3
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s @hursday, ¥ay Z1: made 168 miles, Crossed
By “101 & beautiful stream, called so from its
hﬁiﬂg that distance from old Fort Osage on the
: ird, - Camped on another stream this even- -
e p&;n,‘ Trayeled 15 miles today.

iy Pry .y, June lst. Passed two graves today
- 5 aﬁigranta who had died of cholera. Saw many -
‘Indians today of the Kansas tribe., They ap-
ared quite friendly and wanted to swap moc=
sagine for mpal and powder, At evening camped
i Pleasant Valley, A fine grove of timber skirt,
the banks of a rapid stream of clear water
xavel bottom. As soon as we stopped, about
‘fians came anong us dressed in rogular
“costume, Their heads were shaven with
axoaption of a tuft which was braided.
a%r faces wereé painted red. Near sunset the
-Qf'nadq 8 appsarance, attended by his ine
anﬁeter* ' #é was very gaudy with feathers and .
end little ‘bells. He ssid he was friendly
the whites and liked them, After giving
their supper, they left us,” and a good rid-
wa mada about 15 miles today.

ﬁaturday, June Bnd
about one. mile from Council Grove, Just
fore reachjng the grove, we passed the grave
‘te man who had been murdered by &an
sage Indian, A gircular pile of stone marked
is resting place and from between the crevices
he rock the ivy shot forth, and & long pole
jgd mournfully. When I viewed this simple
my" nind turned toward the grand monu=~
in our large cities which have been reared
wqalthy, and which are daily leveled to
:'; and to make room for other improvenents,
Indian and hunter both pass by this place,
”’;d ppt disturb & stone for worlds.

,*“oil Grova 19 a tradﬁng poﬁt We re-
I in cemp till londay,’ June 4, Sunday,

ap Indians passed on thelr hunting ‘ex-.
or buffelo, We made some trades with

.miles crossed Cottonwood Forks,

Today we canpod about M

T

14,

them for robes. Made 17 miles today.
firom Dearward Springs.

Two miles’

Tuesday, June 5. Made 20 miles across a
barren prairie, Saw plenty of antelope but did.
not get any, Passed this afternoon hhe lost
8pring and camped. without wood and no running
::;er. Cooked with Buffalo chips for the firat

(- : '
‘ Wednesday, June 6. After traveling seven
‘Here we took
wood and water. The large cottonwoods waved
majestically.” Made this day 17 miles, and camped
on the broad prairie with only water for our
cattle,

Thursday, June 7. f§tarted as usual at
seven o! clogk, The same broad expanse was before
us, Not a trse nor shrub for our weary eyes to
rest upon., At noon, stopped-at Little Turkey,
& small, muddy stream with no timber., Camped

b tonight bp & turbdbid pool of water, not fit to .

drink, We were lucky in havihg wood and water
sufficient for night and in the morning Trav=-
eled 19 *1103 today,

Friday, June 8. About ten o'clock saw g

- buffalo at a distance for the first time, about

twelve in number, Several horsemen innediatoly

put out on chase, "Buffalo! Buffalo! Hurrah for
buffalol!" resounded the whole thngth of the trair
The Doctor was the first out, then followed Nyley
S. Phoenix and Griffigh, In about an hour we saw

two of them making toward the team driving a buf'-

falo. He came within ten rods of the wagons,
when the whole company met him and gave a & full
broadside, Phoenix had shot prevbously, the

" ball passing through the lights, which alone

It was & large bull and
This was the firat one

would have killed him,
completely tired out.

‘that most of us had ever seen, and such an ex-

citement I never saw, If we hed found a gold

mine there could not have been a greater commo-
tion. Some with &n ax, otherss with knives and
atchets commenced & general slaughter, all anxio

Notice: Ihis wainial may

. be pro.ected by c8pyright
lrvar (Titla 17 11 Q Cardal



le.

:Auvﬁfﬂﬂbqﬁay, June 12, Saw thousands of buffalo v
g;qp side of the road,  Our huhaters were all out
glving them chase., Killed a xarge bull near the
rosd,  Took as much as we chose, Thia afternnon
ve met atrain of mine wagons from the mountains
near Fort Laramie.  They were a trading company,
and been out a year, and were now on their return
without the loss of a men. Their loading consist-
#d of robes entirely, mumbering seven thousand,.

Camped om 4sh Creek, having traveled 19 miles,

snother buffalo. Oamped at noon on the Pawnee Forks,
#& Rarrow streanm with high banks. Spent the after-
g@gn%tt-thil pkace., This evening the Missourl .
‘.éa'ﬁﬁﬁﬁg‘“Pf‘ith-ﬂ‘ and gamped near us, Made six
SaREEAARY, o A S %

~

% Thuraday, Jume 14, At gseven o'clock, ready for
& start. We kept the river noad on account-of the
water, although it was about 15 miles farther,:
‘Camped this evening near the river, having made

19 miles, Noticed this evening near the river a a
el erorustation in small crystals. '

‘*Eriégy;=luna i5. On our march & little ears
r than ususl. Amother buffalo killed today,

‘Wednesgay morning, June 13. This fornoon killedq'

mome distance from the road, Did not get any.

;i@ﬁﬁggngglllhing-o; the bariks of -the river, I saw

m blgssom the large thistle; the flower was & beau~

?‘:J"ayitaﬁaﬂd>lveetnsoentgd' ‘Camped this even-
:.y@ggﬂgl*quthe.bank of the river,

e

iles ‘today.

No wood.

turdsy, June 168, Made an esarly start, About
‘ock we descried two Indians approaching,
that we had seen since we had left the
;tribs, They belonged to the Arrapahoes, ' .
tents appeared scattered on the opposite
. 'They said they were friendly. Quite-a numbe
“some distance, Thelir horses were very.
ful. We camped near the Comanches
ing made 20 miles., This tribe is
he most powerful and warlike that

£

A}

.escaped,=- he was dead.

 day.

L5

-

to get the best piece, One wWas for the tongue,
snother & ham, a third, the heart, a fourth, &
chunk of fat, another, a plece of -the hide., Not
@ single portion remained untouched, I was sat-
isfied to get a shank for a dish of soup., Itd -

‘weight was estimated about 1200 pounds, A des-
cription of the buffalo 1s unnecessary. We left
his carcass for the prowling wolves. Whizle we

were stopping at noon, the Doctor came in, his

pony completely jaded out, having after a severse
battle killed two.. This evening we had a feast

‘upon the noble beast which but & short time be-

as free as air, and roaming.over his owm
He died ae noble as he had lived.
brave hero till the last, and wher
fatal shpt, he fell, not a green
Fhis meat was very fine-
Today made 15 miles. Camped on the
Little Arkansas, Within a few days We have no=-
ticed some very beautiful flowers; the morning
and esvening primrose, the yellow 1i1y.

fore was
native ground,

He stood like a
he received the

flavored.

Saturday, June 9. Saw no game today. No-
ticed the beautiful sea-rose in great abundance.
Camped on the 1little Cory creek, & mere brook,
with & few scattering trees, Made 17 miles this

Sunday morning, June 10. A slight shower
this morning. Did not get & very early start,
Saw today the prickly pear in great abundance.
It bears a beautiful orange flower. Also passed
the burroughs of the prairie doge. They are
about the size of & rabbit, of a reddish color,
head somewhat like a dog and make & noise like
a small pup. Several Wwere killed, Saw some
buffalo. this afternoon. Camped within five miles
of the Arkansas River with no wood, poor water
for cattle and plenty of buffalo chips.

Monday, June 11, Nothing occurred worth
mentioning.. Saw plenty of buffalo. At noon came
to the Arkansas; called Canmp Osags. Here we took
a bath, baited our cattle and ourselves and passe

on.~'Ganp?Qﬁgp'Walnut‘Creek, having made 1% miles

be: protected By cup
law (Title. 17 U.5. €




