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This 1ittle book records faithfully without'thé"solitary
lapse of a day, 1mpressions of the great west in 1850, before :E:'
there was a railroad, when the thundering herd reigned supreme,
when Indian villa_ es moved free and untrammeled on the outskirts '
of the herds of buffalo, when the only white inhabitants were
the hardy, ploneer-broken French coueur dq boisf 4 _‘ ,‘

Cne handles this 1ittle ragged specimau almost reverently.
It seems like something with the human entity - 1ts vnice still
tells a story of mingled hardsnips, aaventure, romance, home—
sickness and hard times generally. This little book has tha ~;'
seal of nightly camp-fire upon it and hears the scars of add_i 
venturous days of .travel in a ¢ountgy rough, new and unaettled. _

Fhere the trains today flash aero 5. this portian of the ceuntry'J

-bs@k records that this trip wizh cattle a&d horaes required .
FIVE LEOETES. ARD FIF?EEJ DA!S to. complete a8 far back as 80 yeafs :
egel fThe starting point of. this t‘ip was Juliet, Illinais.

The objective, Greengood, in Greenwood Valley, Calirernia,
whither David Bloom, father of Eenry Sterling Bloom had gane 1n
384G, s Ltunes on nAs poimre Peoot Dot sroie v i i
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Saturday, éo_- Left home for California, Uh how hard to

1eave the wife;'cﬁildren and sisters and the dear old mother,“
for it seems that 1 shall naver see them again} Staid at the

home of Henry Broee, (joliet) the night of the 20th of Maren;

paid him $90 towards carrying ne through to California.
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The interesfing tale of the trials and adventures
- of a California gold seeker in 1850, as taken from the _

q§nry S. Bloon. :
X“'"}'; fx -»;"‘. P Av‘r:.run;(.é \4\ v & \t\rv-g-u%a\‘g, : SRt s‘ _:,1

Udiss Edith Bloom placed in the hands of the writer the =
post-humous writing of her father, Henry 8. Bloom, well re-
membered as one of the earliest of the pioneer families of -
Rockville, ¥e are indebted to this staunch pioeeer.rdr neny-é

' an interesting allusion to the past as 1t concerns Kankakee -
-countty and city. He was a cldse-pbserver;eﬁd interesting
-ariter. Among these papers was a small, 1eather4cevared pocket

mcmerendum book, much thumbed and searred, Ats pages yellewed

by time, tettered and dog-eared, yet whose closely written im:
‘1ead pencil still preserved wonderously clear and distinct the

vital facts of a trip from the valley of the Illincis to the

‘valley of the Saeramente, 1n distant California, as recorded by
T hdm, - e B : eS8 B PO e o P B B AT s E JOLEen o EiEdclad g

- 'This 1ittle book proved to be a veritable diamond in the
raughe It 45 a humen interest docuzent of ‘unusual- value. It
records raithfelly from day to day-those things of 1ntereat in an
overland trip of nedr to three thousand miles in a day when Fort
Laramie epitomized the west, when Fort Bridger erosefﬁeguely in
the publie mind as the spot near which the overland trail split,
the right-hand trail leading to Oregon, the 1eft-hand trail to
the gold fields of distant California. It was a day when Salt
Lake C*ty, of the Mormens, seemed so remote from the center of
civilization that there wes, 1n the public mind, the comforting
thought that we would never be bothered with them again, after

the experience of Nauvee,
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Sunday. 51 = Went from wilmington to Leuis, four miles
abc"a Uttawa, a very pleasant day and a very lovely road, L
pressed ﬂith sad feelings.
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April 1850 mg;:}f t;ﬂ .fﬁu Vi ":1,M TT:W
 ' donday,?l - From Lewis to LaSalle on foot, 20 miles, and i
then took passave on board the Robert Fulton, for 8t. Louis-
ruesday, 2 - an the Illinois river, a cold dark, cloudy
day in Peoria and Pekin Peoria a8 very beautiful place, a great
deal of husiness done there.
; Wednesday, 5 - On the Illinois rivar"cold and cloudy, 580

snowing il it 2R K
o Thursday, 4 - Came into St. Lcuis today at 10 o’clock 3.3,

, Looked areund the city in the afternoon; rather plaasant.‘v‘
Priday, 5 - . In Ste Lauls yet é.oday, we..nt out :!.nto ‘the
ccuntry; peach trees in bleasam, everything looking fine.
Satmrday, 6 - In St. Louis, shipped on board the sueamer
Princeton for St. Joseph cabin padsage. Saw a number of old
friends,'among others Joel ﬂatteson and hilliam Gcnsgar, or
Joliet. Want all throubh town with. them in every direction.
(Joel Latteson on his return from California was elected 14.
governor of the State of Illinois in 1853 and served to 1857).
i Sunday, 7 - Attended the Catholic cathedral this ﬁorning
and again 1n fhe evening Took a stroll thru the city this
evenin- by gaslight. Baw considerabl of tha beautiful, curions
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and strange.
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Monday, 8 = Visited the old Spanish fort today and the old

Catholic barying ground.

®



very beautiful town._
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Tuesday, 9 - Left for St. Joe 1ast ni; ht at 12 o'clock,
moving up the Missouri rivar toaay, a very sandy, muddy stream.
- _' '.,:\_ - s -,‘

Pasaed Washington,'a very pretty place. : )
Wednesday, 10 - On the ﬁissouri, a man fell overboard and

' drowned, passed the Gasconage, mogt sick, passed Jefferson City

G o £ ¢ g - '..x‘-

this afternoon a beautiful—place.
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_ Thursday, 11 - Passed Booneville and Apron‘Rock this
morning, nard frost last night, very cold weather for several :

a i RiniE Wy w300 Daay - i

days past. 53‘ 9
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_ Friday, 12 - Passed Lexington, very cold._
Satarday, 15 - Everything froze hard last night. Feeling

betters
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Snnday, 14 - Passed Leavenworth this morning, a very v

3

beaatiful plaee, also estport, a fine Iooking town and,’ull

of business, very cold now and raﬁ, passed some beautiful

_scenery today, high bluffs with boxwood 1n bloom.

Londay, 15 - 1"rived in St. Joseph today, stopped about Z
Ghali s

four bours and then 1eft for Fort Kearney. St. Jaseph 13 a

Tuesday, 16 - Going upstream slowly river rising very

'fast, a cold stormy day, passed Indian huts on the west side

n
-

of the river; met large 4uant1t1es of ice this afternoon..

-

) hednesday, 17 - Cold and cloudy, more Indian villages on

thé west side of the rirer- : N

Thursday, 18 - Got to Fort géarney this afternoon' staid

on the bank all night and such, anothﬁr time deliver me fromg
a very beautiful place; cold and cloudy; north wind; a timel

a timét
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Friday, .19 - Left Fort Kearney and travelled as I’ar as’

Keg Creek on foot, 24 miless Cold and'cloudy with north windg'
‘grass Jjust stav'tinv so that you can see it; a- travelling
companion with me by the name of Johnathan Hal tham,

Saturday, 20 - Got into Kznesville today, stopped a while
at trading post on the way from Fort EKearney; distance 45 mi.les;
cold and cloudys €u4 first Lime in infs vestom. (leur and #aro.

Sunday, 21 - In Kanesville today and I ‘guéés its ons of the’

rlaces we read abouts I have seen a great deal cf human nature

i;-«

here in all its phases. ran 30 dezp gullers; msve amsisus
Eonday, 22 - k‘ient from Kanesville tc the old" trading post.
Cold as ever, nerth wind; this is a cursed place,
, mesday, 23 - Staid at the post last might and 4t was one
of the nights-of; drunken rows. A beautiful elear day; saw ' ©
VenDerEarr end Denny todaye:: ‘i C[.iifc w354 -
: edneaday 24 = Clear, beautiful and warmg eampad at an in
the lormon: CI:mrch at ¥osquito Gra-e.& with ¥. G, Lan? ear’s cwpany.
Very dry meathary ...+ _."_-: ; homes be B :c;:",; atien '. ¥4 ths Nermon
‘ "imrsday 28 - At the same place, warm &nd some clouﬂy.
Friday 26 = At the old church yet, mostly pleasant.
Saturday 27 « Left the cmArch today anrd moved towards the
upper ferryj camped five miles above the town} cold and cloudy,
little ra:ln. 23 gond nawsg oon DLt T8 Ldwetes. _

Sunday 28 - Went down to toun a.nd from there on down to
Adamses with Israel VanDerK;rr, five miles balow town. :
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Honday 29 = Went up to town and back. W.rm, high wind.
Tuesday 30 - At the ddamses all day, cold north wind;

wrote two 1etters hame. Ro gardens made, no plowina done and

no grass as yet.

wild
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ednesuay 1- In Kanesville, and about the bluffs saw some

flowers for the first time in this region. Clear and warm.
Thursday 2 - Staid 1n tcwn last nizht; went out east today,

to Silver Creek, high rolling land, one can See forever

aaﬁ no timber. Streams rﬁn in deep vulleys, nore aaxious to

see my ﬁife toaay than at any time since I left home, warm and,

cloudy, rain tonight.

to¢ﬂ,

Van Horn 1n tozn today bound for California.

B‘rj.dajr T Cald, elonily ey with bl wint in and about

= glaemy time, hehrd ncthinv frnm Bowen yet; aav Abram

Saturday 4 = A heautiful morning froze again last night*

; Sunday 5 - At Adamses last night and today. Claar and

COId.

Seems scmewhat like home to be here; attended the Hormon

Chnrch here today* the bause was full and crowﬂed, met some

vary

}

rine people.'-
Honday'ﬁ - beautiful, pleasnnt mornin froze égéiniiést

night, rent down to the trading post in the afternoon. édt 8-

letter from home; good neas, came back to Adamses.

Lo e R

Tuesday 7 - Cold ag ain today, wrote tuo letters home to mw
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and brother-
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ﬁednesday 8 - Came into town this morning and found Bowen;
he came in day before yesterday; clouding up this afternoon.
‘ Thursday 9 - Kent up to Indian Eill four miles above toﬁn,
in the forenoon, in the afternoon we removed to Council Polnt,
and camped. A pretty place five miles from Eanesville; warm today.
7 Friday 10 = In camp at Council Point, in the timber; -arm,
pleasant weather, somewhat sultry, scems like spring. The
blackbird's ‘musical asong is heard on every sida, with which 1s .
mingled the mournful csdence of the dover, The gooseberry A
bushes are in blossom, any quantity of them and the ground is
decked with violets. There is not a flower, in freckle leaf
er stain but omms the power Divine that made 1t.: Bowen has gone
after bacon. . : : :
 Saturdey 11 - Went up to Eanesville and backj my last visit
to that town. 4 clear, hot day; froze ice last night in our 54
camp at Coancil Point. &wakenéd this morninb by tho songs of
DuNercus spriog birds among others, the blackbird, th& thrust,
the martin, the poawoe, the dove and the musﬁcal boblink
: Sunday 12 . In camp at Council Point- wrote a 1ettor homo,
hot day; south wind. Two steam ‘boats at tha 1anding in. sight.-
Went up to. Adamses a uhile today.‘- ’ffl\ii* ia“::7; f;f;.:oi:{
ﬂonday 13 - Removed from Council Point up to Kunesvillo?,*g
and from thence down to iosquito Creek, and. thore encamped, <5

miles from the town. Clear, hot day. Our- leaders ran do&n
\ i
today; got frightened at a whirlwind on the road, Jumped and

broke the chain they drawed by and away they went to killj” J,f"
nothing hurt of any consequence.~a Wil Saing 38 08 A
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Tuesday 14 - Very hot in thé morning 1nrcaﬁp; yet a fery
pleasant place. A large plum thicket nearby in full bloom, tho ;
first I have ‘seen this spring It reminds me very stron&iy of
the pleasant scenes of home, far away. lient dogn_to the ﬁiver
in the afternoon and tried my luck at fishing, Caughf nothing
but disappointed. The river is very wide at this place; saw a
long train of emigrants with their wagons in the distance (on- -
the Indian side) winding over the ridges and bluffs,:the 28
comnencement of their long and arduouS'Jdurney écross the plainsQ
All possessed a bright hope and great anticipations of the. -
future in that land of gold. But who can tell what the reality
will be? One of our horses strayed this aftérﬁoon,_not found .
tonight - one of the studsy irovelsi. Pltonsd sus g

Wednesday, 15 = Clear, hot day; soutb wind. Found oumr lost
horse this afternoon on a sand-bar in the Hissouri river about
a mile from this shore. Got.a sikiff from the ferry avove, came
don aad'éat a rope, crossed over to the bar and got the horse .
and made him swim to the opposite side and brought him backisy-a
the ferry. Crossed the river four'timés today - better lﬁck
than we expected.i: oo 9‘;: whe eext 5ils @f.,eq qL,vaslzs?%vg

Thursday 16 - .In camp today; nothing‘occurred of any moment.
High west wind, clear and hot. Had fish for supper, first rate; :
the first I have had this spring,: Pletss river for milez 2tapy @'

Friday 17 - Left our camp on Mosquito Creek this morning,
crossed the Missouri in the forenoon and.goved out seven miles’
onto the plain and camped. Our company is called the Carroll
Company and comsists of 21 wagons, 77 men and 77 horses, two-
families, two women and two girls. Our camp 1s on a small. .:=

stream of running water., a good spring close by, and a few
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trees,'endugh'for firewood. The prOSpect after we had asc,nded
the bluffs hack from the ﬂissouri river, was beeutiful and grand.

Before us stretched the mi hty plains that reeched from the
Missouri to the Racky Hountains, all clothed 1n the ;reshest

ndiy wiok, i dey
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green. Cleer and Warm. On guard tonight.
Saturday 18°= Stuck camp at 7 o'clock a.m. and traveled as
far as the Elkhorn river.: The country passed over today 13
quite undulating, with very rich soil of a chocolate color, one .
vest, boundless prairie, stretching eut on every side, dotted e
now and then with a few ‘trees or a little grove, presenting ;-l
some pleasent views. Crossed two streams today, bridged, steep
banks, the best road. I ever traveleds Pitched our camp on the
bank of” the river in sight of the” Platte. Lidnight tinds me
nester of the guard from now on until mcrning Our camp 1s ?
comnarstively still, a, lonely nieht, the noon nearly doun'
nothing 3ave the whippoorwill‘s song and the’ tread of. the guard
The Sabbath morning darning upon us for the first timn 1n In
land; g :; tgeuv.{} i 3 . s afie wlTarmaota s;ft~4
ok Sunday 19 - In camp ‘on the east side of the nlkhorn riv%r;
hot dey, south wind Went down to the Platte river, ascendég a
high bluff on the north side ond had spleaﬂid view of th?, 28

surrounding country,'could see the Platte river for miles ghovo T&“\g

SN
&nd below and codld ‘trace the course of the Elkhorn a lons Xu
distance bJ the. scattering timker on 1ts banxs Plentyaor'

here. B. F. Ankney, our captain._
Monday 20 - Left our encampment this worning, ferried aeroq?"
our wavons; took our horses throubh the stream, traveled u/p the

¥
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bank of the Platte about 20 miles and camped on the prairie not
far from timber. Grass not very good here, feed for animals
good for most of the way; roads today hard to travel ‘on account
.of last night!s rain, Crossed one bad slough; country passed
over today almost perfectly flat; excellent soil; high, rolling
land on the south side of the riverf_in sight of the Elkhorn
timber and bluffs*on the east side all day; a little timber
along the banks and on the islands of the Platte. Passed in -
sight of a Pawnee Indian village on the south bank of the Platte
this afternoon; saw lots of sqaawx digging roots alomr the bank
of the river, other Indians beg gin gy naked and dirty as usual,
Saw a wild pea in bloesom today, a thumder shower last night,
7 reined all nizht; considersble wind; prospect of more rain
tonight, The Plate river, where we travelled alongside it today,'
is wide and turbid and very sandy. - £
‘Tuesday 21 - Travelled £1 miles today along the banks of the-
Platte and ended by camping on the west bank of Shell Creek.
Flat, levél cbuntry; gaoé‘roahs, fozgy in the afternoon, cloudy,
¢tast wind. - Saw but few Indians today. A beautiful piece of
land between Shell Creek and the river. There are encemped
100 teams, horses and oxen, and about 400 men and 700 animals.,
This nomadic 1life must be, I think, somethingilike that ied by
the wandering tribes of Asia, who take their 53l with them when

A e

they movey ©# I over sawm.. e #Lils
Wednesday 22 - Left our camp on Shell Creek and travelled

as far as the Loup Fork which we cribssed afﬁer night, ferried,

a bad stream to ferry. G(uicksand, full of holes and bars and



_continually chanving, very rapid, turbid. Helped to ferry 25
wagons, had to wade about halfway of the stream, about 25 rods
wide, got through ‘and ints’ cdmp at darx, a tremendous storm,
kept iv up all night, Passed over ‘some of the most splended ’
country I ever saw < the Platte bt bang o perfectly level and T'f
trom four fo six miles wiae. Rich land, sandy soil, from =
three to four feet deep,‘ Bained a little the night before,
cleared off before noon. ”rossed the Loug rork near 1ts mouth;"?
in’ sight of the Platte, considergbie tiMBer, we made 25 miles; hsi
“7 fhursday 25" ‘Cot 4 1ite start this morning, travelled
8 miles- up the south bank of the Luup, level road hard wheelins
in consequence of last night's rain, east wind, warm, cloudy.
Sﬁlendid'ccuntry;'reed gé%tiﬁgTéooé: tiﬁbéf:on.fhelrivefJ
i Friday T 1 encarpment at six o'clock this morning
and travelled 20 miles or more and campad ﬁithin 100 rods of the
river Lcap. Travelled up the bank of the river until about
- o‘cl@cL *hizh, sandy bluffs to the left of LS, the river to
the right, and'high. rollinq lann beyond. Le’t the river‘ﬁattan
about 3 o’cleck ‘and mounted’ the bluff's and travelled three
" hours over beautiful land, similar to the prairies of Illinois,
very smooth, gently slopinb to thg rivera Our camp tonivht ia
on a bluff that overlooks tha Tiver bottom, the river and the

£lats beyond to the Opposite bluff. Sunset, ore of the most -

RN

lovely scenes T ever saw. The whole country as rar as the pye e
‘can see 1n the freshest green, with now and then a scattering

clunmp of timber along the river to vary the.scene. ‘Saw no 2



