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LETTER OF EERMARD BLOEMKER
TO HIS FAmMILY
HEIMRICK BLOEMKER, ST. LOUIS

Mattes: #1112

Fort Laramis
June 229, 1852

Beloved Parents, Brother, and Sister:

For the love of vou I am writing you from the plains a5 is my
duty. Thank the Lord that until now we are all well and happy
and hkope the same for you.

You have probably alresdy heard that many wagons have returned
and many deaths have occured and there is hardly a day that we
do not come across some graves pn the way (bearing) mostly
American names. Likewise those we have met returning are for
the most part Americans. When asked why they are returning,
they reply, "You will find out for yourselves." All this does
rot frighten us and we keep on.

One day, just before Pennecost, we lost our black --ley-oxen
ard we bought a new pair of oxen from those returning from
California for $75.00; =nd now our wagons are in first class
crder. Our next troubles will be when we run into the hot
weather and in the Rocky Mountains where our wheels may
collapse berause we have already found it necessary to place
wedges in thse tires of our wagons. We tock the tops off of our
wWagons to use as tents.

Our appestites are as goond as they were in St. Louis.

Cur company cnnsists of only four wagons as one of us had
already been in California and thought it better to skorten our
waaorns and have fewer,

Dangsr from the indians has not been great up to the present.
Most of those we wmet were near the --- River. They were all
friendly, although rumor says they have attacked others and we
should not trust them farther than we can ses them. The
indians we ———=-—-- tencountered) raise their hands and say,
"Haow; how" which is eguivalent tc *How are you'.



6t oresent we are probably nine hundred or a thousand miles
+rom St. Louis and we have hopes we will fair as well as we
have done until now. We go through valleys and hills, but whean
we reach rivers, ths wagons must be let down by ropes. The
South Platts River was the warst - three guarters of a mile
wide, not very deep, but a sandy botiom so that if we stopped
for = moment we sank into it until our front wheels almost
dizapsared.

You must excusse my writing: but am writing uhder the canopy of
keaven on the road. My next will be better. ‘

This, Fort Laramie, is the second fort that we have reached.
The first was Fort Kearny. There are about sixty men in the
+ort and they stop every wagon and check up on the number of
gxen, horses, wagons and men in each company.

One ot the company has either too many or rot enough (drinks)
for ke acts just like the Indian who, if he heard a shot,
decided he must die. He will probably write of it himself. it
malkes no differance 2s all the others understood each other
very well.

We are very happy in this prairie life. We travel for six days
and on the ssventh we rest, although we have much work to do
themn. Thank God, we’ve gotten this far. I will write again
whern I reach the Gold Land.

Bernard Blosmker

{Letter lpaned by his sons, Benedict J. Bloemker and Frank I.
Bipemker, 3427 Jenista Ave.)
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