DIARY OF
H..D, BARTON
1665

Eept by H, D, Barton in crossing the plains in 1865
from Wright Co., Ifwa o California, :

. Copied from original in California State Library,



xeiat by He D, Barton
\\ipr 30 BB .
A Started-far Cal An the attamicon and yent 10 me ﬁ.nedq
Hﬂv Q-st monday
Started again in the morning horses run away and broke bugy reiny all day
Tue May 2 nd ' _ ; /
Prepared wagons and started agan csmped at rather cold and rainmy ‘ fore
Wod 3d May _ ;
Nothing remariceble drove sbout 2L ms
Th kth Moy ' : _
Crogesed the Des m’:i.wzé, got lost glovched down krcke strecher whi;rpie tres,
etc,  czpped on the coon .
Fridsy Mazy Sth :
Got along fine with & litile rain and mo hey for cur horses st ﬁg’:ﬁt.
Sat May 6th ; |
Fine weather ga{', along fins cmme acroes a good many i"?‘i mts fcr m
camed on middle coon
Sun May Tth fine weather rether wisdy snd dusty i T at right
¥on May 8th Treviled abeut 22 rdler and cmpea cloudy w11 dey i
Ta May 9th
Traveled about 24 miles end stopped zt Council bluffs
Wed May 10t , | '
Stayed in the same place all day buying things and msking pereparations to
crogs the ‘p‘.l.aines | .
Th May 11th Crossed the Missouri and camped just after out side of Onaha
Fri May 12th
Left Omaha and ceme in sight of the platte for the first time traveled about
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zhniiga and-campedon the Elk Horn
' Sat 13th May Struck tents sbout 7 oclock saw the first sod houses and hsd a
little snow in the fore noon and a cold rain in the after noon .trai]ad about ;
17 miles and camped near the platte at the albion housze where we got plenty o.f
hay for our horses for 20 cents a head,

Sun May lith : :

The morning cold and cloudy and foggy the first Indians made their ap*eara\ncs
after noon rether worm but still clondy traveled about 13 miles and camped on -
 shsll creek found knife ete i
Mon May 15th : :
Had quite a hard shower sbout day iight snd changechble all dey traveled sbout

19 miles end csxped near the meuth of Lovp fork past large train

Fri Mey 16th ;

Hord Thunder ghower during the nipht and the merning brcke elsar: and it wss
cia:_rgeahla 211 doy ferryed louvp fork in the fore poon thoub 19 miles apd camped
beside silver oreck '

¥ed ¥ 17 : ; ;

Yorning cloudy and 2 Jittle rein and quite windy fell in with a train of §
wagons for Czlifornia saw the first entelope iraveled sbout 20 miles and cazq:ed
2t varm glough | .

™H 18 _

Fine morning traveled along the platte past lone tree; traveled sbout 33 miles
camped beside the platte

Fri M 19

Nothing remariable except a wind saw mill jack rabbit ete, traveled about @5
ms and camped on wood river, ® .

 Sat M 20 ; :

Left wood river and crossed the praire to the platte opposite Ft.Keamey

Sun M 21



del s
Ranained in camp 'ali day-nothin-g remark#ble éxc'ept a 1arge ’i’.ﬁin le.f‘l‘; fo:;i
Mon M 22 : .
We had duble guards the night before fine morning we tock a hunt chased a
buffaloe had a fine time saw the first cactus like wise the prairie dogs. was
join¥ed by some more emmigrants : ;
Tu M 23 Was joined by & large train moved four miles further up the river to
organize and get better grass : 7
Wed 2} ' ' ;
Remained in the same place I wrote letter for the first time had a verry herd
thunder shower with hail and wind tﬁat blew over wagons and tents we orgénised
into a train Elceted Mr Shaw Captain,
Th 25
S'hrack tents and moved up the river 2bout 20 miles and was5 or:red to balt by
gevarment anthority,
Fri ¥ 26 ‘
Hmmt;:.ﬁlﬂs to get bobter grass mdcarml
Sat M 27 S_tayafi in the same place 81l dey nothing remsykeble hapcned
Sun M 28 :
Moved about 5 xlles to gt more gress Juses Shot an Antelope
Kon M 29 Started between 7 end 8 oclock traveled ebout 15 miles and cemped
near the platte
Fri M 30
Moved again to near the sand bluff and camped
Wed M 31
Started and was overtaken by part of the escorr which ordered a halt ti11 the
rest came up with us Just crossed the sand hills and camped ’
Th June 1st Moved a short ways to get more grass and wated for the escort
campedatSkunkCreekveryuﬁndy .all day,
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Fri J 2 Remained in the same place nothing remarkable except Tndians reported
geen Sales 1ost.a horse étill and very hot aJ.l day '
Sat J 3 ;
Moved a short vays for grass heavy wind before day bresk preparations for a
very hard thunder storm which did not come hot and stm in after noon
Sm  Jk ‘
Traveled about 5 miles and camped at Pawnee Springs fine waither

i

Mon J 5 _
Rminedinthesap:eplaceibﬁlune;clocktobmyachild that died this
morning then started and traveled about six miles and was stoped by the orders
of the corander at Ft Cottomwood hot weather rather windy and sultry

Ta J 6, Had quite a hard thunder shower in ths after part of the night sent
back gome men to ses sbout the egeert but retﬁmed with ocut any word from them
ﬂzetrajnthanétar‘wd&ﬁmtuptheﬂmraboutl&ﬂles crossing same bad
éreek broke my wateh eryetsl at deecp mnd creck c&mped below tnd on the opposite
8id of the river from Ofellens Eluffs

Wed J 7 :

Considerable of rain fell during the night but we started in the rain vhich
contimed to rain steady 211 day with out intermission i1l five oclock, P, M,
we traveled abautl’zmiles firet we crossed a wide creekwhichnm:i.ntoour
w=gon boxes we then ascended sone bigh sand bluffs we reached and passed over
the summit at just five minutes before ten oclock we then decended to a low
swarpy bottom in places the ground would shake under our horses feet camped
beside the platt good grass

™8

Still raining got a wagon tung broke during the night by a horse geft:ing ta.ngled'
in its lariat and falling on it we remained in the game place on acount of the
rain which continued ti11 about 3 oclock

Fri 39 ‘



Sat Je 17 Started 7 oclock roads verry sa.nd:y-r weather cold and verry windy
traveled about 23 miles and camped in sight of Ft Laramie came to the first
wild Ssge '
Sun Je 18 : , _ o :
Struck tents at ? oclock and moved up to F‘t Laramie and stoped till 1 oclock we
then started up the north side of the river and got about six milesg a.nd was stoped
by the soldiers to wait for the other trains. Shaw was appointed Captain over
-the traims till we‘got through the black hills .
Mon 19 Moved a short ways to get across
Tu, Je 20 Started about 9 oclock had some verry rough road through the black
hillé traveled about 13 miles and camped by the phtte no grass fine westher
Wed Je 21 Started at bresk of day to find grass travel‘ed agbout 1 mileg and
came to a fine gpring with good grass and we stoped the rest of the day fine
weather Campbell supersedes Chane -
- Th Je 22 Started at 7 oclock fine weather road wrry rough traveled sbout 17
miles e.nd camped beside the platte a woman died
Fri Je 23 Burriedthewomanandstartedhsdgoodroadforenoonaftermonmgh
and verry hard hill to descend traveled about 15 miles and by the platte poor
grags some trouble szbout keeping the train together,

Sat Je 2 Started about L oclock traveled about L milea‘ and stoped to feed
started again trawveled about 12 miles further and stoped by the platte
Sun June 25 Moved up the river about 5 miles to good grasé cpposite a military
post and layed over the rest of the day, '
Mon -June 26 Started at 7 oclock had some hilly and sandy road passed bozemans
cut off to the Idaho gold mines traveled about 15 miles camped by the platte
hot weather ‘
Tue June 27 Started about 7 oclock passed the lower platte bridge about moon
saw some nice stone coal beds traveled about 15 miles and came to the upper bridge
hot. weather '

‘ 'h'ed June 28 We had quite a hard hail storm in the morning and a ateadf rain ti11



' about 2 ocloc we then started and moved up the river about 7 miles and cs.mped
at the red tmte
Th June 29 Struck tents at half past six we here left the platte and traveled
through the bluff and went about 18 miles without water the weather was verr.r
hot geveral teams gave out we camped at a place known as alkall swamps having
made about 21 niles '
Fri June 30th Started at about 7 oclock traveled about 10 miles and struck the
. sweet water some Indian sign along the road we came to the sweet water bridge
where some soldier were stationed one mile this side we came to Independence
Rodcthiaisahﬁgerockabcufsixroduideandtenrodlongritisrmmc.ling
over the top the highest point is to the north west we next came to the Devils
Gap this is where the sweet water rushes through a narrow gap in the rocks
sbout four hundred feet high we camped 2 short way above this place having made
about 20 miles train broke up here.
Sat July the 1st, -
Started about 8 oclock traveled along the sweet water road rather sandy rgrasrs :
_ good weather ho%
traveled 20 miles
Sun July 2 Started about 7 oclock traveléd up the sweet water high rocky bluffs
cn elther side came %o a military pogt a 1ittle after noon had some verry sandy
road,
Came in sight of snowy range weather hot traveled about 18 miles
Mon July 3= Fine momingr a good many antelope along the road, I tock a gun
and started out to try and kill one but the gun would not go off, I tried to
get it off i)y'pricking powder into the tube till I got considerable distance
behind the trains when I struck the road I felt that the train to which I be-
longed had took another road I struck across to find it I struck the road a-
little after noon ahead of the train I did not know the train had turned back

so I went ahead to try and find the river but the road did not strike it the



£un was abo'utlan houz; high when I.left the road and As-tn-wk north.'b ﬁ.nd the
other rbad about dark I came to the river which I tried to cross in doing so

I got wet to my shoulders I could not find the other road ‘80 I lacrad out b;r -
strawberry creek all night with out a coat the weather rather cold some ui.nd '
and rain storms the train I learned traveled about 25 nilea.

Ta July b4 I rose from among the sage brush a 1itt1e before sunrise continued north
soon found the road and found also that I was ahead of the train so I struck east
traveled -about 12 miles and came to a military post I stoped there got some
breakfast and uaited ti1l the trains came up most of the trains uent on to 7
south pass bul ours stoped at the post the rest of the day some wind and rain
storms,

Wed July 5 Started about 7 oclock weather good except some wind and rain
storms these are a cloud that is formed in the mountains and cbmeq aleng close
to the ground this looks vem‘da.zk while approaching but passes over very fast
with considerable wind and a few large dropfs of rain we traveled about 18

miles and camped by a creek near south pess station. v

Th July 6 Struck tents about 7 oclock and movd to tl;é station here we found

the rest of our train that hed gone ahead they had beeﬁ prospecting the new

gold mines near there they thought they payed poorly so we moved along crossed
the simit of the rocky mountain and camped at pacific eprings here by locking
north we could see Freemont Peak some more of those wind storms passed Bozemans
cutoff e
Fri July 7 Morning cold started abcﬁt 8 oclock had a verry hard rdn stom

with with [sic] a hard wind traveled about 27 miles and camped on 1little sandy
Sat July 8 Morning cold and cloudy started about 7 oclock had & 1ittle cold
rain traveled about 25 miles and came to big sandy here we camped for the night, .
Sun July 9 Here I was taken sick and could not note the particulars no more
£han v ferried Oreen river and camped a short distance, below good weather,
Mon Jyly 10 | |
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Morning clear and warm moved along %o hams fork about 18 miles and ca:xq:ed hera
the Oregon road turns off ot
Tue July 11 Fine morning this morning the Gregcn teams that we had been travele
ingwith left us we ran.ained in camp al'!.da.yto was &e

Wed July 12 Started again traveled up mud ecreek passed some high clq
bluff that were perfectly bare had some trouble abou finding grass traveled till :
after dark traveled about 30 miles and camped by a spring, :
Th July 13 Here I was too sick to tell what wes going on worth note any more
thanwe struck the telegraph road and carped near a Station
Fri July 1k | ;
Cold morning and rainy by tines all day road bad crossed the bear mountains
traveled about 18 miles and carped on bear river
Sat July 15 Fine Morning started about 8 oclock 16 moved a short ways and
layed over lsyed over 16th also.
¥on July 17 Traveled down echo Canyon and came to Weler river and camped came
td settlement no grass :
Tue July 18 Started at day light traveled to feed stoped for dimmer traveled to
an opening_in the mmﬁim and camped,
Wad July 19 .Traveled to a place in the mountains known as silver Kanyon and
camped
Th July 20 Started and traveled into Salt Lake City 12 miles and layed over
the rest of the day‘
Fri July 21 Teft the city early in the morning ﬁhaveled all day and canped fn-
gight of the city hot weather stoped by.a hot, spr:!.ng
- Sat July 22
Fine morning traveled along near utah lake crossed the Jordan river traveled 15
miles without water and camped at camp Floyd poor grass 5 miles over
Sun July 23 FHot morning got 8 late start on account of haveing to go so far
after our horses among the mountains where we had driven them the night berore
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traveled about 20 miles and camped by a creek good feed for horses had a
morman take supper with us I stood gaurd.
Mon July 2! Fine morning started in good season traveled 21 miles had verry
1little water considerable of wind in the aftermoon and a little rain camped at
covernment springs
Tye July 25 Layed by all day to recruit our stock
Wed July 26 Moved aboub 12 miles and camped at a spring in the mountains by
the side of a desert L5 miles across fine shade tree

Th July @% Layed by and cul grass and n de preparations to start across the
desert at 3 oclock in the afternoon calculating to-cross in the night so we
choved out and traveled all night the road was good the desart is composed of
clay and salt when it rains the salt rises bo the surface and crystalizes thus
in the day when the sun shines it creates an intense heat,

Fri July 28 We were moving when morning came at 9 oclock we came to Tish
apring the water hers was so0 salt that we started agzain at L oclock to cross
another degert 25 miles across we reached willow springs at one oclock in the
nlhht

Sat July ?9 Hot mornln" we layed by all day got three horses in the evening T
wrote four letters other emmigrants came up this afier noocn 30
Sun July 30 Started early traveled 25 miles got into the state of Nevada
camped at deep end of our horses stoped behind in the mountains hot day
Mon July 31 Layed by all day to recruit teams good morning Indians around
beging

Tu August lst Traveled 8 miles and layed by the rest of the day and cut grass
to and prepare to cross a desert and mountain
Started & 10 oclock traveled 25 miles and came to antelope springs hot weather
road dusty no grass except what we brought along_the previous night was so cold
that ice was Tormed over 1/l inch thick

3
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spring L mile east of here the water is ouite bad

13 Traveled about 20 miles weather hot no water along the road T was quite

sick awhile from the effects of the water we camped at dry creek good water and
prass took a passenger for Austin.

1L Here we left the stage road and took 2 cut off had some hard hills to descend
rough road all day water plenty weather hot traveled about 18 miles and camped
at a spring just west of Simpsons Park poor grass

15 Started quite early traveled S miles came to the town of Austin this is a

3
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place where some silver mines have been discovered and some mills have been
builds there is about a dozen mills here was the first Chinees I ever saw James
stoped here to get work after'buying a few things we Started and traveled about
12 miles farther and camped on Rees river got grass of some ranchers

Wed Aug 16th This morning we sold the old black horse for five dollar weather
rather cloudy end some rain Traveled up the river about 18 miles this river
heads in theé mountains and sinks in a desert camped at five oclock good grass
17 This morning we left the river struck through the mountains fine weather
came to a little town called Tone where there were scme silver mines one quartz
mill we camped here poor grass

18 Had some btrouble to find horses started about 8 oclock traveled about 17
miles cloudy weather got wagon cover tore passed through a little town called
Fllsworth also a mining town we camped at a spring by the side of a desert at
dark we pulled up and started into the desert and traveled till one oclock and
stoped the desert is 22 miles wide

19 Started at day light got into hot Spring valley about 8 oclock had quite a
hard thunder shower just afber we stoped good.grass vater where we camped quite
bad one south of here is verry hot said to be 160 degrees hot

20 Started to cross the desert crossed a desert of salt and sand perfectly
hare came to a well about 3 oclock stoped here about an hour and moved on

sbout 5 miles here some of our horses gave cut we stoped here till after 11
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the father of the forests which has fallen dowm 1s estimated to have been L50
feet high the mother of the forest is 327 feet high 78 feet in cir, the bark
is pealed off 116 feet one tree is cut down that has a ball room on the stump
which is 32 feet scross we reached a little towm called murfees camp after
night trouble in a kanyon

6 here we got some nice fruit we had to ferry the Stanslaus river reached
Columbia just before dark

Mon Sept, 18 Worked half dsy used 12 inches water did not clean up the riffle
Tu Ehplé?%d 12 inches of water all day cleaned the riffle got about $13

Wed 12 inches of water cleaned the riffle got about $5

Th 12 inches water gobt about $3

Pri 12 inches water got about §l

Sat 12 inches of water fore noon



