COPY Cr DIARY; AS KEPT BY VILLIAYM B. BAKER,
“'A‘FHLR OF MR3. GUY SKITH OF bALICOY‘JM(‘—u

#illiam B. Baker, bound for- Californie, left home, Avon Rook
cqu';ty, Visconsin, March 16, 1652.

Stopped ai Elizaveth Illinois t111 April 6th when I left
'#’% for counéil Bluff, where I arrived the 3rd of kay, with a part of
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| the company and stayed t111 the 16th when our company had all got
7 together and we left to try the Plains. Drove o the ferry but a1a -
g not get across for there sre a grea.t many teams ghead of us, ¢ &
- Monday, ¥sy 17--Iying in wait ror-our turn to oross the rivar.
: Tussday iezn—-m croas ths ﬂvar {¥issouri) ss.fe‘a.nd cemped
B on tus fork of e menss - #taried pariy s craveliod £4 siles,
{1} wednezdsy 19the-Ve bid the statss good by this worning &nd
drove ewsy en ths scuth side of the Plait river. Traveled 12 miles {12)
fj and cém;eé. e & seall creck. Breke a w:-f;;on'whaal erossing, ' ;
t% (2} Trursday 20th—-Te monded cur we wegon whesl and travelsd 18 ~ (30) . .
miles and ceuped en & small creek. ' e ' |
r{3) Frildsy 2lst~-Travelzsd 12 niles.’ Caxped on"Sgl’c Orcek & {42)
good camping places e 3 L LEEY Zla
(- {4) saturisy 22nd-~-Traveled 18 milesa and camped on the Prairie (60)
-7 (5) Sundsy 2orl--Traveled 19 miles, gress good wood BeETGE, (79)
(6) Honlay 24th--Traveled 27 miles, struck Platt river bottem {206)
at 3 o'clock P. M vled ¥4 miles, Yi¥hay & posy cumpling
7 (7) Tuesday 25th--Traveled 20 milea, camped whare evary thing (125)
H s plenty. , ' !
' (8) Vednesday 26t.--Traveled 20 miles and camped in a very godl
place only wood scarce. ; 43 7 (1_46
(9) Thursday 27th»-Traveled. 26 miles. Camped near the river as’

we have done since we come on the bottoms. Heairy roads sandy and

uneven., 55 P ‘ : : _ : (172)

Rl G g A

(10) Friday 28th--Traveled 29 miles, roads good and a ecool
day. :
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(11) Saturday 2¢th--Traveled 24 miles, FPassed Ft. Carney at

6 o'clock P. a. Drove one aile oﬁt and csuped. de had to go to th

fort for water, no wood grass very short. e (216)
{12) SundayVSOth-—Travelad'EO miles, a very warm day. = {236)
(12) Honday 31st--Sturted &t 6 o'clock. traveled 17 @iles,

aamped at 8 o'§1oc1: for the day to set our wagon tire and £111 a-

one vheel thaf 18 glving out, s Lvovs # lles Jurther.: 2 (258)
(14) Tuesdsy June lst--We 4id not get our wugons fixed so0 88 |

to start till 12 o"clock and consegquently trufeled omnly 14 miles.

Found & good esmping ﬁlnee. weaf willows for wood. - ~.ic- - (26?)‘

(15) Wednesday 2nd--Started early and traveled 24 miles, "w.

rdund & gool camping place. We saw four Buffelo this morming, for .. -

the first wa have BaoRsiiv rraed U $eAd wHLer asont hart pusd {291)
{16} Thursday 3d--Traveled 256 mileg, found 8 good camping

_place-only e woed but Buffelo chipe, which are plenty and sncwer & .7

very good pnrpésa. last night we hed 8 Platt river thunder : o :
storm but cleared off fine in ithe morming egaim, - .- iy {317} -

~{17) Fridey 4th--Wo storted up the zouth fork of the Platt
8nd traveled ED miles. Pasmod the lower orossing of the south

ferk about 5 o'¢lock Pe I We have hod &n nnévenjxwad. eince found

@ good eamping place everthing handy £ E3 B o i ; { 342)
(18) Satarﬁay 5th-~Traveled 22 miles, rather a poor camping
rlace, - NEY. AnhMeBtariod yery ewrly and lraveled Fe mils {364)

(19) Sunday 6th--Started at half past seven, traveled 12 & -
miles to the créeaing of the “outh Flatt where we‘arrived at 2
o'cloék. 411 across at b 8'clock drove one mile up the river end
camped On the bottoms 8 poor canmp, graasrahoft. no wood.'Bufralo
ckips ncarce. The river where we crossed is a long half mile wide

with a quick sand bottom and a very ctrong current but we had to ford it

but had no trouble, ~ater sovout 3 feot deep. : {376)
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(20) Monday 7th--We still remain where we cemped the night
previous. A stranger found in the camp this WOINing,

(21) Thursdey Bth--~Left the Sith Ilatt. this morning end

started acrose the ridge to the morth Tlatt. Arrived at the Ash Hollow

at nslf past 12 o'clock where there is wood plenty, come ' °

|

" water end no grass, distance 15 miles, then we drove to the riter'
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3 miles where wo took dinner then drove 8 ailes farther up the rive
over a sandy road., Found & very good cauping place. -  {402)
(22) Wednesday 9th--Traveled 24 miléa. The road in the fore
part of the dag was very mmdy but not so much in the after part
but several bed plagese: me: on & Firn yidse mhnere fhers io {426}
(23} Toursdey 10th--Traveled twenty nile. Roads better then yester-
dey. o peszed a little creck of gocd water gbout half past
9 o'closk this morning fornd & midling gocd eoaping place nearly
oppesite Costle ook.  Woold <oe2 mot &row here. B “{446)
{24) Friday 11ik—-Travcled 22 niles left a pretty oreek of
. good water this mornings. Teseed Chimdey rock in the Afterncon
camped beiween ié‘. gnd the Devil's Eriek Eiln, & poor Gasp. {468)
{25) satuxrdsy. 12th;-sze_w?.e<1 early, traveled 20 miles, cmfped: ~°
75 eerly in a middling goeod plece, graz;s and wator plenty no wood,
 Pessed Scotts [luff in the afternoon. We hed rather & ough roea 4%
{ opposite it but no A4fflionity in getting slons. ool road tud-g {488}
(26) Sundsy 1Zth--Started very early mnd treveled 24 miles, &
Some stindy road in the middle of the d.ﬂv.' ‘we found wood tonight and
crosseﬁ Horse creek at 9 o'clock in the morming,. Lillr. o b { Sié)
(27) :ondey 14th--rraveiéd 15 niles and passed two trading
poets. e ate dinner near the .first one where we got m::w good
spring water, somcth ng not very coison on Hatt river, (527)

(28) Tuesday 15th--Traveled 15 m:les, passed ¥t. Laramie four

miles from where we 81 fted; We made no stop at the fort for it is
one mile froa the road a poor caaping place tonight. . (542j
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(29) Wednesday 16th--Laid by on eccount of sickuesn. The wan
tret owns the teams J. iarchall s quite sicke : . :

(30) Thuraday'17th;-We etill remain where was the'day‘béfofe;

'(31{ Friday 18th--ie still occupy the 014 caaping graﬁnd;_

{32) saturday 19th--Our eick men is well enough B0 thaf wo-
once more hitched up our tesas and started on our Journey. Traveled
£4 miles among the Black Hills end a rough roed, found & good ¢amp-
ing plnce’in.h.hollow; teo Fives Iz : : “ {566)

 {33) Sundey 20th--Started sarly end traveled 26 miles over .
a rough rosl the most of the way. We crcesed gquite & creek between
b end 10 o‘elaek'ﬁ. . Cempad on & high ridge where there is
neither wool or water, but soae gross which is th'a but good rather

‘8 poor camps, !
{34) Kondey 2lst--Traveled 23 miles over & very rough rosd
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carped in a hollow faile to the right of the road.  Found weod and

g nice spring of water. Mo grass of any sccuunt, plenty of s=ge

N

gtzlks but cur‘cattle do not relish thew much, they ers & better

i substitute for wood than grasa. T8 er@ggad what I called "Uncle

Eefti-s)

Samls brieck yerd” P. . There is botweon 3 -aud 4 miles of rosd that
is &s rod @s & brick and the hills around (which are very mumer-
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ous) are of the sume cplar;‘ ALy we frogned 3 : ; {615)
(35) Tuesdny 22nd-~Treveled £3 miles. A good road todey. We
ocamped on Beerrcreek. 8 good ocamp, wood, weter and grass. . - .- {638)
{36) Wednesday 23rd--Traveled 21 miles &md good rosd by the
side of Platt river. ¥e are now across the Black hills. Found a good
eamping place, everything plenty once more. TG e - {659)

{37) Thursday 24th--Traveled 12 miles only. Crossed Platt

river spd all got across gafe, then drove 4 miles up the river

and camred, & very peor camp. Our ferry bill waes 48} doilars, brendy

ECcts. perdrinke - (& 11)

_{598)"
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{38) Friday Eoth--"ruveled 47 miles over a VGry burren
country. 7e passed aveme rock, slkali L‘i’h.ﬂlﬂ, Fillow Spr!.ngl s'nee

: 11 o'cloeck and eumred on Trospect hill where tnere is nothing but
g

. Buge brushk but we found good grﬁss and witer for our atock 3 :niles
, from where we camped on the road. %e 1eft the rlatt for good this

morning at 9 i'clock. i Lo y ' (698} 3

( 59) Saturday Path--?raveled 20 ms.les over a very aandy barren

i ecuntry, Reached Sweet woter river just at night and camped by

the side of the sums a short diatanee from Independence rock. Lo (718)

. wood, dreve our stoek £ miles to grass on the right side of the road,

(40) saturday 27th--Traveled 22 miles and crosced the river

near where we stayed, passed the Devil's gate in the morming, cwmp-

: '_ ed on a hill § mile from the river, drove cur stoex ecross for grass, no

" wood, 5 s G i s (740)

{41) Kondey E8th--Traveled 22 miles éver & very sundy zoad,

- Camped cloze ts ‘é_:e rf:m : g0 1 and ¢ miles for grass. .. 1768)

1‘42} Tucsfey 29th--Travelsd 25 miles; crossed the river :
{Sweet fister) three times since and a gooﬂ easp, Lot {787)
{43) Wodnesday 50th—-Traveled 21 miles over a very rough

| rosd in the first port of the Qay; casped on sweet water; got willows
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for wood; Bose gress, weter plenty; we crossed a creek th__ia

: afterﬁoon with a ﬁlack:sﬂith shop on one side end a snow bank on the
other; we sece a plenty o;' snow now a days; tonight ﬁe are in t_he

& South paés among the Hock& .mrmntainsg_ sltitude 7088 feeot.. §d ! { 808)

{44) !['hurnday July lst--Traveled 21 miles; crossed the riﬂrr
soon after we sturted amd left ;t_for good; Just after we _crpascd
I broke the king bolt to ny wagon which hindered sbout an hour;
pesced the Pucific springs P. M.; caaved 4 milea‘ from them; no wafer
only what we have in our wugons; gra.e-ﬁ scarce, suge plenty; we are
now ount .or the paes where the strcaus run the otrer way from what‘

they 24d this nmorning; cold weather,. {829)



