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{ D. B. ANDREES

% BEING THE TRANSCONTINENTAL DIARY
i OF HIS TRIP FROM

§ INDIANA TO CALIFORNIA.
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~ARDREWS OVERLAND JOURSAL

ANDREWS (D. B.). The Transcontinental Eamascript
diary of D. B. Andrews, teing the day-by-day journal
of his trip across the plains from Indlara to the
California Gold Digzinga in 1852. 91 pd., ito,
original boards and helf leatber [with transcript,
in protective half morocco slip case]. V. Dp., larch

30 - October 4, 1852. 665+

x Apndrews is another of the argonauts who trav-
..elled by - and psed — the still undiscovered Platt
and Slater Overland Sulde [vide entry of Yay 26th].
"His ijcurnal is a well-written ard carefully detailed
: mecount of the journsy, the couniTy passsd throush,

" the various routes, best camping spots, patural
curiosities, geographical features, eic. Froa the
South Pass he followed the Einmey Catoif to Salt Lake,
thence on the ¥ormon Road to Green River & across that
stream to the juncture with the old road; thence to v
Eear -and ®aft Rivers; thence viz Goose Creck to the

~Hrtpolat, and down that stresm to the sink. “Tfence |
via the Truckee Route across the Desert & over the i
Sierra to the mines. An Appendix extending frem
August 24 to September 16 gives the amount of gold

washed each day, with tables of expenses, etc. to

October 4th. Togas o
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MARCH 30th 1852

We this morning bid sdieu to our friends and
homes, after some. delays from-bad"oather end sickness,
and embarked on our journey to the valley of the Sac-
ramento, our party consiasting of David EcCuiston, S. D.
Andrews, John B. Griffith, a returned Californian and
myself. Ths day has been overcast and an occasional
shower of rain fell to cheer us on our way. Ths roads
have been véry heavy, and in connection with the part-
ing from home and the rains it has not tended to make
the day a very pleasant one. ¥We have made about 15

miles this day. Weather very warm.

MARCH 31st
At eight ofclock we got under way with a
keen eir, there having been a great change in the tem-

perature since yesterday. The roads have been very

bad during the most of this days travel, being mostly

tkrough timbered land along El1l River. At evening a
snow squal came up and the ground has the sppsarance
of winter. After a hard days drive we put up at the

house of a Mr. Eley whose son accdmpam’.ea us on our



Journsy. We have made 21 miles today.

APRIL 1st

We awoke thia morntns

-
g

G & scene of not very
pPrepossessing appearance, the ground belng covered
with snow to the depth of two inches with a sharp
wind from the west and the weather more like the rirst
of February. About noon the sun csme out and the snow
has mostly disappeared. The evening 1s still cold.

We laild by for the day on account or bad roads and

the inclemeney of the waather,

4FPRIL 2nd

411 being ready, at nine o'elock wWe wers

under way. The morning cooi and reads good we soon

reached the town of Liberty,
and a half.

a distance of two miles

Three miles farther on we made the rather

pretty villiage of Manchester, The roads contiming

o
gocd we drove untill a late hour. The tract passed

over today has been prineipally Oak openings

Distance traveled 231 niles,

4PRIL 3prd -

All being Teady, at nine o'clock we were

%’
i

on the road; The morning heavily overcast. At a
liftla past nins o'clock a snow storm set in from the
east and contimued without intermission untill noon
when it broke away and we had an occasional glimpse

of the sun. Snow fell to the depth of three inches
maiking our road very disagrseable. During our after-
noon's drive we found a very bad road, but at sundown
we had the pléasure of reaching the piank road from
Logansport to Rochester, which place we left at 2
ofclock P. M. Our roasd was through.a tract of timbered
land, towards noon through light openings. The after- .
noon's drive south from Rochester towards Loganspert
has bsen through a very marahy-lock tract with very

little good arable land.

SUNDAY, APRIL 4th
The morning as usual was stormy and rather
cold. At nine o'clock it ceased raining. At eleven
we got under way and made Logansport at 5 P. M. having
traveled fourteen miles. Put up for the evening four
miles below the town on the Wabash River. The evening
set in with a fain ané continued during a greater por-

tion of the night.




APRTL. Sth

Tke morning was ushered in with a sleoting

storm and scntinued untill nine ot clock. At eleven

- .
8 took the road towards Honticello; by being wrongiw /
” = TTorTd

directed ws traveled some 4 61- S miles out of ocur
_ way.
The afterncon I’a.s made very uncomfortabie by a driv

ing snow which did not cease untill towﬂa evening
Pat wp for the night Seven miles from oupr last even-
ing's entertainment, :

APRTL, 6th
The sun aroge from A bank of clouds this

morning and f 7
ng or the first time since leaving home we

had 3

2 fair morning, the air cool ang refreshing. The
d .
ay continued mostly fair and pPleasant.- About two
v
o'clock e arrived at Monticello,

the shire town of
Whate County.

. COntiming on west from this Place we
put up for
'p the ev¥ening seventeen miles from the Place
of starting t: mornl

€ tals morning, Since leaving Monticello

we have
Passed over g very flat and wet tract of land

- 4
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1
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Prairie. The land on either side of ths ridge has
been the same as yesterdsy - low and wet., At noon we
arrived at the edge of the Prairie where we partook

of our lunch with as much good cheer as if we had been
seated et our own fire sides, many a good joke given

to enliven our convivial board. OCur repast being over
we embarked ocut on to the irmense sea (rar'prairie which
was bounded before us and on either -hamd by the horlzon.
We soon started a group of desr who bcunded off over
the hills d@nd were scomn lost to our view. Flenty of
game abounded in the alol._lgha such as geese, brants,
duck, &c. about three o'clock it set 1in raining and
continued on untill late in the -evening. Having trav-
elad seventeen miles, ard scme wretched rosd, we put

up for the evening at Dexton's Crove.

AFRIL 8th
We have hsd the pleasure of enjcying another
fair day, with a ccol and refreshing breeze from the
Forth. Our days travel has bean over a besutiful tract
of prairie lying between Denton's and Parishes Grove. .
The prairie in many parts gently rolling and from The

tops ¢f some of the hills the views were extenslive and



beautiful. Xany deer were seen during the day at a
distance. In the morning we had s rare sight. - g
large mumber of cranes - perhaps two or thres hundred
had congregated togethsr in a body in tha air end az.

=< 254 GLuS-

turbing the silence that prevailed by their hargh &
grating calls. Our road kas been for ths greater
part of the days drive good with the exception 61'
sore bad sloughs. Put up for the evening on ths 3.

West side of Parish Grove.

Distance gained today 17 miles.

APRIL 9th
The sun arose clear and warm. Our route
this day has been from Parighe's Grove to Sugar c-reek

timber. The rogﬂ in the morning's drive good, but the

afternoon’s drive has ncot been remarkable for good

recads. shﬂr’ul alter sSunset w v t he ETCVe,
s 5 6 arrived a t

a distance of t¥enty miles in a direct lins, but being
- »

di
rected wrong we traveled some miles out of cur wey

4PRIL 10th

The day fair and mug drying. Rzlun in the
evening. i

APRIL 1lth
The day haa been broken, an occasional strssk

of falr and cloudy weather.

AFRIL 12th
Mostly fair. We laiéd by for the last three
days to rest our team and let the roads dry and the

high waters run down.

APRIL 13th

Starting this morning at a little after nine
o'clock we took first a southerly course for two or
thres miles when we bore off west to pass around some
bad streams which lay in our course. Our day's drive
has been over a very flat wet pralrie. Put up for the
evening at the extreme western point of Ash Grove. Dis-
tance 1n a direct line from place of starting this morn-
ing fifteen miles. To galn this wa came about twenty,

erossed some bad streesms during the day's drive.

APRIL 1l4th
Maiing an earlﬁ' start, we crossed 3prinog

Creek about five miles from our place of starting.




AR IRARLEG, . iR STl R T3 immomes i pen
= ==
THE o g ey i
T ATIRET £ TR i@ e e B
e =rTam
. T
W LEre Iannd gn tew - e e T —
g EDT
ST o e e
2 g - WS =y oy e —
. e T B lTmedte T
= — = AT

- — [ —
W TFRA e o g e ECTEmrerwes fyr -
e - NIE Tlooomite

: - TET WA W o vy

of the timber which has a very dwarfish appearance.
801l good. Put up for the evening after twenty-one

miles drive for the day. Roads in the afternoon very

heavy in places.

APRIL 17th
¥Morning clear but scon bacame overcast with
broken clouds; air ccol and refreshing in the fore part
of the day. Our road has bsen principally confined to
the timbered land which kas been a greater part cf the
way light, barren. The timber In parts of little value.
Roads improving. Drove 21 miles and put up at a house

kept by R. H. Clark, a gentlemenly host.

APRIL 18th -

The day has been cool and some cloudy. Cur

road has been through barrens with the exceptlion of

about six miles. Rosd in msny places heavy. Put up

for the evening within two miles of Peorla. The coun-

try 1s scmewaht broken as we approach the Illinois
River, timber of rather dwarfish habit. Distance

‘drove teday 30 miles.



AFRIL 19th
Laid by for the day. Weather fafr,

APRIL 20th

Clo‘udy, ¥1th a high wind from the H. l-‘ :
LS ]

alr very chilly., Toyarda evening set in raining

APRIL 21st

®e took steamer this mcrning at 1g o'clot;k-
\ 3
at Wesllely, a amal1 tomn on the Illinois situated en

the e
ast bank two miles below Peorig. Peoria ia pleas-

antly situated at the foot of a amall leke of the :
Sama

naze on its scuthwestern shore g bridge of about half

amile 1
in length crosses the river at the foot of ths

lake,
The river at this time is navigable for the

largest river steamers; the chamnel is free fro <
7 m san
bars and &
shags. FPeoria contains at this time a popula-
tion of six theuggng inhabitant

3, is ve 11 buiit
Weather cool, ’ T .

AFRIL 2opg

Horn:

B8 fair, many high
e &h rocky bluffs on our

<Stiom 1
“On land cn oup left & Immundsted 4t noon

we entered the Eississippi. The bluffs have changed
to our left and apparently lime stone. The chsnnel

of the Mississippl at the junction of the Illinois is
divided in several channels by small islands. Shortly
m‘.‘fer entering the river we arrived at Alton on the
Illinois shore. The site is very uneven. It contains
the State prison. Shortly after leaving Alton we
passed the mouth of the Kissouri River. The water of
this river 1is excessively turbid. About 3 F. M. our
Steamer made its landing at St. Louls. Scme thirty
or more steamers were laying at the landing loading
and unloading merchandise, presenting to a backwoods-
man a scene of unusual stir and activity. The amount
of trade transacted at this place is irmense and is
supposed to be. greater in proportion than any other
city in the Union. The streets intBe Ammedinke vicin-
ity of the larding sare very narrow and much crowded.
The site of ths town rises to scme helgth as you re-
cede from the river. The current of the river at this
place is very rapid and turbid, it having become thor-
‘oughly mixed with the water of the Kissouri. The

weather todey has been i



.1th. conﬂiderable OPce A vel‘v i ] te hou]: ¥0 reo-
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al

tired to our
cots on the tabin floor, thig beirg the

o s
a short time horever, we were

free and ro11
-~0wln 1
&£ cur "a]" up the Pi?er &
among sand bars

33 of the nigb_t. I

enfoet—_ ..
+27ing ths bénafity ..

12

then ths snoring of scmo sleepy emigrant.

‘as usual filled with bars & snags.

Al

must arise. There being no alternative I reluctantly
complied. The remaining time untill marning we passed
with listless silencs with the exception of now and

A%t break-

fast all was a j=m, each man intent on securing a small

plttance for the benefit of his famished stomach.

APRIL 24th

¥orning cloudy with a fine rain.
Passed the Steamer

The river

Passed during the day some very

Isable towards noon.
The course of

bold arnd rocky bluffs on our left.
things have been pretty much the same as yesterday,

1ittle sleep, poor fare and growling passengers. Saw

farmers planting corn.

APRIL 25th
A3 usual, up at four, dozed away the time

untill daylight. About 10 o'clock, after making a
berd in the river, we came in sight of Jefferson City,

ths Cspitol of the State., Some two miles dlatant the

Capitol building occupies a fine and commanding view

of the river. The view of the building from the river

13
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{s beautiful, eppearing when first you heave In sight

as if placed acrossed the river and presenting its

full front to view. It is situated on a high hill on
the left bank. The town has a very diiapidated appear-
ance: ths site of the town is very uneven. Vegetation
is making its appearance. Saw during the day, pear
and apple in bloom. The day has been warm and pleas-
ant. The state prison 1s ‘also at this place and is

situated on the river bank at tha lower part of townJ

APRIL 26th and 27th -

Pleasant.

APRTL 28th

Passed some very bold and imposing bluffs,
also the fine 1little town of I;estén on the right hand
bank. The town bas guite a stirring appearsnce and
contains some very good brick buildings. About two
P. ¥. this afternoon we again ran onto a.sand bar
where we remained untilil late in the- aft-ernoon in vain
endesvors to extricate gursslvas. The vesssl being
perrectiy at the controll of th;a current we were

drifted down broad side onto the bar. The water pass-

14
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ing under the vessel had washed away the sand and

left a bar ashead and astern of the vessel which msade

it I=possible to either move- back or forwards. Ths
bar being situsted in a bend with a very strong current
we washed through the bar into the channel. About sev-
enty-five yds from where we lay on the bar lay the
wreck of the Steamer Pontimec No. £ which mas snagged
on ths 26th inst. and was completsiy wrecked. Hany
California emigrants were aboard and lost their entire
stock of storss. Passing up the river about eight

miles we laid up for the night.

. APRIL 29th

About noom this day we arrived at our polnt
of de;#..tination with a feeling far different from which
I had experienced while groping our way up the ﬁver
through its many bars and snags. Ths Missourl from
its mouth to St. Joseph is fllled with 1slands, sand
bars and snags. The water is excesdingly muddy, cur-
rent rapid and the channsl constantiy changing. The
tr.;-n of St. Joseph 1s pleasartly situsted being partly
bullt on a very level site and part on Lhe surrousding

nills. It contains =t this time avout 2000 inhabitants.



SUNDAY, HAY 9th
Swmary of the week. Aftsr crossing ths

Missourl the road from the river to the bluffs which
bounds the prairie was very serpentine and in many
places quite sandy. The timber on the river bottam
I8 of a medium growth and in many places stands very
close. The bluffs are quite bold and in many places
rock makes its appearance. The escert from the river
bottem was through a g2p in the bluffs formed by a
small creek making in. The rosd was firm and the as-
cent gradual. One mile after reaching the prairie on
the creek up which we came is gocd camping. Tﬁe road
after leaving the creek rises a long hill & at its top
the prairie is in full View. The road meanders con-
siderables to keep on the hill tops. The road fram
the small creek to the Iowa Mission is very uneven,
passing over a contimuation of hills with several 7

1
small streams to Cross.. At the Misgion tha pfairie

becames jess hilly but is considerably rolling.  The
Mission is situated in a beautiful prairie. There is
quite a mumber of buildings some of which are frﬂ"-“-
& 32211 store 1s kept there where grain and other art-

iecle
488 can be procured, Wostward from the Mission about

ARG WA e i e i
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ons mile we struck onto a basutiful scope of prairie
gontly rolling and btut for ths scarcity of timber would
be an excellent farming ccuntry, the soil appearing
exceedingly fertile and no waste from low or wet land.
After passing a few miles farther on the prairie became
more rolling and for several miles the road was a suc-
cession of hills passing up and immediately on arriving
at the top commenced descernding, and when at the bottam
it immediately commenced ascerding. It having Talned
during the evening previous the travelling was very
laborious. Camping ground was very. difficult to obtain
on account of wood and water. The prairie continued
rolling for some ten miles when it became more level,
but of not as beautiful appearance. The prairie con-
tinued to be quite level untill we came into the vicin-
ity of Crystal Creek where the prairle became more roll-
ing. Encamped on 1ts bank and laid ©y for the day.
The water 1s much better or rather purer than =xy which
we have found in any of the streams hitherto ercssed.

A scarcity of timber prevalls - only to be found on

the margins of the stresms =nd nct always to be found
at such places. Feed is becoming quite gocd, rather

better than is usually found by emigrants at this

season of the year.
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west frem last creek,

EAY 10th

Starting early, ws continwed over rolling
prairie. Eight miles from Crystal Creek we crossed
the Big Eemaha or Eeiman as called by scme guldes.
This stresm 1s abcut twenty to twenty-five in width
and at the ford has a very lively current and hard
bottom, tut at this time very muddy banks, more par-
ticularly on its Yesternm bank which is very muddy for
some five or six rods. The ascent from chanrel is
quite gradual. Cn the margin ¢f this creek is tks

most timber of any stream yet crossed west of the Mis-

souri, there being a great scarcity of timber. Abcut

seven farther on we crossed a small ereek, also anothsre

two miles from the last menticned: Camped two miles

Indifferent water, very good
feed. From the top of hill on which our camp is situ-

ated : [
®e have a wast prospect, the prairie to westward,

Horth and E E
ast streteching ofy t2yond the power of

vision. Raiined during the day; roads heavy

EAY 11th

M¥orning ushereg in with a dense fog.
during night, lost cattl

Rained

€ 1n fog and dig not recover

$
3
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them untill after seven o'clock. Ediali & Co. also
lost their horses and did not obtaln them untill late
in the morning. Parted company with Edsall & Co. The
préirie became very flat and low towards noon and con-
timied so untill towards evening when approaching a
small stream with muddy banks it became more rolling.
Crossed two creeks during the day and many very bad
slues. The road has been much the worast this day's
drive than any yet passed over. Encamped in the open
prairie two miles west from the first mentioned creek
on a slough. Eo good water, indifferent feed. Latter

part of the day fair.

MAY 12th -
Approaching Blue Earth river this morning.
The prairie becomes more rolling. Croasefl this stream
at 1 past 11 o'clock. Channel about_'i's or Bd_re_et in
=1d%h and betmeen two and a half and three feet deep
with a strong current. On the bottom of this stream
213 scme timber and at the west bluff gocd spring water.
Phe river is quite turbid. Had to take in woecd &
- the

water here - nome for 14 miles. After crossizg ©

bottom we ascended on to a high rolling prairie with

. B



plenty of good grass but a scarcity of water, there
being no running water. A few miles ocut from the Blus
there is a fine prospect of the surrcunding prairis.
Ten miles from the river the Independence road inter-
sects the St. Joseph rosd. Camped in open prairie on
a slue. Poor water, little feed. Korning cloudy,

afterncon fair. ; . 5

EAY 13th

Pair. High rolling prairie, very high wind.
Shortly after leaving camp this morning we met a war
party of Osage Indians, some fifty in mmmber, who were
wending thelr way home having been out on an excursion
to the Horthward. Crossed a small creek early in the
morning, very little timber on its barks; alsoc anothser
towards noon. Prairie quite level. Approaching ths

Big Sandy It becomes more rolling. The bottem of this

stream is 3 d i
quite stony, hard banks ard vottom. Ko Teed

for saze miles either way fram the crossing of this

creek on account of the large mumber that have camped
on and in its immediate Vicinity. Drovs tw=o miles
west ard encarped after sundown on the tank of a small

creek. HNo feed and no good water,

Drove 25 miles this day.

24
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-3 MAY 14th

Starting early in the morning and drove un-
till seven o’clock when the feed became some better,
Let our team foed and took our breakfast. Morning
very cool with a high wind. Pralrie high and rolling
with & gravelly and sandy soil. Crossed a small stream
at 1 o'clock, steep banks, scme tim‘oér - elm & cotton
wood. Broken & rolling prairie in vicinity of creek.
Towards evening more level. Camp in open prairie. No

good water or wood, rather poor grass.

MAY 15th
¥orning rainy, prairie quite level, some feed
in places. Crossed four creeks or runs with steep banks,

two with running water, ths others only in puddles, very

sandy bottoms, very little timber. at 2 o'clock crossed

the channel of a stresm 40 or 45 feet wide, no running

water, a very fims gravel bottom. About 5 o'clock P.M.

resched the Little Blue Earth. Camped about two miles

up on its north bank. This is quite a fine stream with

a ehannel asbout three rods wide with a very strong cur-
rent. The water in this stream 1s very turbid and to

me not very palatabls; skirted on its banks with cot-

‘25
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ton wood apd sore ash; a great scarcity of feed. From
the Big Blue Earth to this stream, & distance of sixty-
five miles, there is mo good water, nons other than
slue or muddy creek water and in many places no wocd
can bve ob;aineﬁ without golng off fram the road a
great distance. The first part of the road from the
Big Blue passes over a tract of high rolling prairie
ané,uf a rich soil. The last half of the distance
passed over ths prairile becomes more barren in appear-
aﬁce and 1s much cut and broken by runs or small
drains with quite abrupt banks and quite broken. The
soil is 1ight ssnd and gravel presenting rather a bar-
ren appearance. Ro=ds for the last few days good.
SUKDAY, MAY 16th

A very high wind set in with the setting of
the sun last eve and has continued on untill evenlng
today. The morning was very cold and cloudy, the af-
ternoon fair but continues quite cool. Laid by for
the day. 4 large muzber of teams have passed during

the day.
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MAY 17th
Hoary frost éhia morning. Frairie wolf
skulking around camp - seen quite a number in few days
past. Many sand bluffs on our riéht hand. Road con-
tinued up the creek then bore off over the bluffs on
to a fine level prairie less cut with runs than most

of the prairie passed over for some miles. Back about

ten miles after lesving the. creek the road agalin strikes

and does not leave it again untill passing up about 15

miles when it bears off to Fort Eearmey.

MAY 18th

Our road during the day has been confined
prineipally to ths creek bottom, leaving it for the
last time about 4 o'clock P. M. The prairie in the
vicinity of the creek has a very b#rreﬁ appearance.
Crossed some small creeks during the afternﬁon. The
last one passed had tolerabis good =ater, it being the
best found since lesving the Big Blue Earth, a dis-
tance of-dvef one hundreq,miles. Roads becoming very

dusty. Camped in open prairie three miles from creek.

Saw antelope during the day.



MAY 19th.

Day some cloudy with esst wind. The bPrairie

quite level. Approaching the Plattie] the prairie is

broken into small sand hills and very barren. Camped

three miles after reaching the river bottom. Poor feed

MAY 20th
- About 1 ofclock P. K. we arrived at the 'Ga.r-
rison or Pt,. Kearny. This fort consists of a few
frame bulldings of nct very fine appearance and a num-

ber of stores & out tuildings built of prairie sod or

turf. About 8ixty soldiers are stationed here. The

buil
dings are sftuated on the Platt bottam abcut three-

riers t
quarters of a mile from the river on g level plece of

grourd. The whole establishment taken together has

anyth.’u:g but a peat & tidy appearance. a few acres

of land adj
Jolning ths fort has been enclosed and broksn.

Ab :
out 2 ofclock 1t get 1n Taining and continued with

out cessation-
Satlon during ths afternoon. Pine Feed.

i
t
:

MAY 21at

- Morningz
Lg gloomy enough, the rain continued

dU.I'j.nG the ni == =
t acd a3 I W even
bh' d GL ceagse wntil to ards

AR M i oyt s s i

ing today. Poor feed for our tesm.

¥AY 22nd
Morning cloudy, afternoon falr, roads some-

what heavy. Some indications of alkall were apparent

on the bottom today. Poor feed.

MAY 23rd .

A beautiful morning. Traveled today on ac-

ecount of the scarcity of grass. Warm and pleasant.

The sand hills on our left, bordering the bottom are

more broken and of a barren appearance. Many indica-

tions of alkali today, the ground 1n many places pre-

senting the appearance of a heavy frost. A large num-

ber of teams in sight én opposite side of river.

MAY 24th
Morning some cloudy, &fterncon broken & warm,
Bluffs more elevated and broken, very barren appear-
ance. Camped close to river opposite .to Bradley's

1sland. - Some cedar on this 1sland, also some on the

bluffs. Poor feed.

29 '



the bottom into the river. On its bank found a spring

of good water.

MAY 28th

Our rogd this day has been a variable ons -
in the morning - roliing prairie. After_ a few miles .
drive we descended from the highlands to the river
botLom by a gradual descent between rocky bluff.é.
Phe road was very heavy for something like two miles
on account of light sand. After passing up the river
a short distance the hills made down to the river.
Passing over these we found iery heavy sand roads.
Towards evening we came cnto & fine plece of bottom
1and with excellent feed. Much game seen through the

day. Hot & dusty.

¥AY 29th
Lftér a few miles drive from cur camp this
‘morning we left the bottom, rose a considerable hill
and after passing over a somewhat uneven tract we de-
scended inio ash Hoiiow. Eeeping down this holliow w8
socn reached the bottom land of the river. Ths bluffs

on either hand were principally rock and very abrupt.
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A small sirezm makes down this hollow and abt this tizms
dry; some ash timber and a very lit!-'.le stunted cedar.
Found some very good springs. The bottcm at this place
rather narrow and short feed at this place. Many
teams ford the North fork of the Platte and proceed

up on its northern side. Teking ui) the south side of
the Platte you pass a short distance above Ash Hollow
some very bold and rocky bluffs. Abundance of alkali
abourds on the bottom land in the immediate vicinity

of our camp.- It makes its appearance in a white powder

in scme places to the thickness of half an inch. The

- whole earth for some distance from our ceamp is satu-

rated with it. Alkali in a liquid state has not as

yet been discoversd. Weather very warms.

VSUHDAY.' MAY 30th
Two months cut from homa‘. Lald in camp to
rest our animals. Srpent the day in cocking and wash-
ing. Something over one hundred teams passed during .
the day. A large number in sight on opposite side of
river. ash Hoilow i3 one hundred and seventy-five

miles from Ft. Eearny and sixty-two from the ford of

the south fork. 4 light showr fell during the night.

s . N
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Weather very warm. No tlmber in sight. : ;
i : . Camped near & small pond or puddle of impure water. A
E train of eleven wagons from above, laden with skins,

MAY 31st =
i camped near us. -

The day's drive has been principally over a

very heevy sand road, it being much the heaviest road JUIE 2nd

bet n he & ‘. Joseph. The bot ) y
passed over wee re & St Josep tem Shortly before sunrise this morning, killed

along the river very narrow and broken by the intru- an antelope. Was detained untill late. The train in

sions of sand hills. The weather excessively warm. ‘ 1 mean time moved on and did not overtake them untill
Camped near the river on a sand hill. Some timber in 3 about 8 or 9 otclock. After three miles drive this
sight to the southwest. Grass light. i I morning we crossed a small stream of tolerable clear

water. It washes the base of Court House Rock'on its

JUNE 1st southern side. This rock is about eight miles to the

The road has been rolling & sandy during ; south of the road but does not appear to be more than

the forenoon. Passed nesr a sand bank or hill of a ' two or three. The country to the left becoming quite
few acres in extent perfectly destitute of vegetation. ! broken. Chimney Rock, thirteen miles west from Court -

q We found some excellent springs of water in the bank House Rock, towsrs up 1ts head and can be seen at a

of the first bottem. It was an unexpected luxury. distance of tﬂen‘:y-flve. miles. It has st a distance

8 bl e bt Lt 15
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Late in the afterncon we had the first view of Court a very close resemblancs tc'a shot tower. Bastween

House Rock at a distance of about fifteen miles. Court Houss Rock and Chimney RQc'k ths bluffs become

This 1s an isolated or detached rock of a sandstone very much elevéxted.'and broken. They are principally

at e distance.of 10 or 1l miles to the south of the

road. Chimney Rock is supposed to be over ihres hund-

formation, and by the

T —_— e
ion of frost, rain & wmater

oy
#-r‘“l'"vi ik R R

has been worn and broken in such a manner as to bear,

red feet high, is situated about two miles to the south

at a distance, a close resexblance to a public edifice.
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with a very fine gravel which injured our cattle's
feet very much. 8ix miles from river we turned to
our left and camped on & small creek, dry at this
time with the exception of a few springs. Good water,
grass and wood. The rosd from the river runs on a

dividing ridge between two creeks for about seven or

eight milies.

JUBEE 9th
Country rolling & broken. To our left scme
15 miles is Laramie Peak and adjacent mountains pre-
senting a very broken appearance and some fine 3cenery.
During the forenoon we descended a hill something over
& mile to the Labontlel, & fine stream 2 rods wide,
two feet deep with a rapld current and stony bottaom.

After passing over some gently elevated hills we ar-

rived at the Labonte branch, a small ereek one rod

wid
e, 10 inches deep, rapid current. Before reaching

t
his creek we Passed over a hill and descending to the

ere
ek we passed over g 30il of a Very unusual appear

ance, 1t havins ths gnio :
riearance of poundsd brick Io
some places a whit
= 138 substance w
a8 found which has
very

much the a '
PPearance of pumice stope but no{t] so fine.

2 ‘
AR

et gl Lok

i B R A e

e i 1 Ao

Abpai

This red earth continned con wmestward from the Lebonts
about. 53 miles. Road quite uneven. Camped abtout 5

miles eastward from Lapral{La Prele] Creek.

JUNE 10th

Early in the fore noon crossed La Prele Creek,
a fine stream 2} rods wide, 20 inches water, stonmy bot-
tom & rapid. A short drive from the La Prele we de-
scended a hill t;o-a small creek. Eeeping down its
ehannel sbout 25 or 30 rods just below where the road
leaves the creek bottom we found a most excellent spring
of the very best water, being extremely cold. This 1s
a luoxury that men can only appreciate who have been
deprived of the use of good water. A% noon or near
we crossed a fine spring run about 7 or B feet wide
with plenty of clean water. After noon a short time
forded Deer Creek. This stream is not far from 3 rods
wide and two feet deep. After crossing this cresk we
ascended a hill not far from a mile in length but of a

very gradualrrisa. Passing over 1ts sumit we descended

to ths Platte. Keeping up the bottom we camped on an-
other Dser Creek. This is a most delightful place.

Up this valley or creek is an abundance of feed and is



& place where emizrants usually stop to recruit treir
teams. Creek 13 rods, about 20 inshes water. Plep:.
of good wocd. ,

JUEE 11th

Our road crocked but fine. Crossed Crocied

Mudd: Crae B.bl'upt Danks a [ 14 Ieeb hig,h
ud Yy k' 301! 10 T 5

ereek 6 or 7 feet, ¥ery ruddy, bridge across this

creek. Crossed during after noon Little Muddy Creek

C
amped on the Platts 10 niles below ferry. Snow hilis

on our left.’
Saw herd of buffalo on oppesite side of
river towards evening. A

JUEE 12th

Continued up the river bottem to the ferry.

Crossed
Sed scme small rung which make down from the moun-

tains .
on the left. The water ig very cold and much
rilled. Airrived o
rived at ferry about 10 A. M. Crossed over

without de I
delay. Three boats are constantly'runnins at
this point.
Current very Tapld. Aboui % a mile bel
the ferry, . . "

s
%N our cattla, This is aitended with

20 B

Sdme danger 25 Em
aanger, besides mhen Tatlgue to ths animals. 4

number of 1
1¥es have been Jogt Eere by those who
waie

T E P s

ol e

bl

it

i v

s

o A e 1

engaged 1in driving over stock by their venturing tco
far ocut into the current which is very strong at this
place. The boats carry over about 24 wagons per hour
at $5.00 per wagon, men 50 cts per hesd, cattle 31.00,
man & horse $1.00. About 1000 wagons have alresdy
passed this season up to this date. After crossing \
the river we drove up the river about 3 miies and
csmped. Short grass. Two roads leave the river at
the ferry, one teking off over Rattlesnake Hill, the
othér contimiing up the river and cdnnecting about 13

miles from the ferry. The river road is much the best

on account of water and grass and some miles nearer.

SUEDAY, JUNE 13th
Drove up from our camp about 3 miles and

again camped close to the river where we lald Dy on

excellent grass. Quite a high mountain on the soutk

pleasant,

side of river a few miles distant. Wamm

rained during the night accompanied with very sharp

1lightning and severe thunder. A large herd of cattle

lay closs to us during the night.



JUKE 14th

Starting at an early hour we nontin.xed up

along the river. Ths road was somewhat broken. Aftep

about two miles drive we bid a final adieu to tha
Platte having traveled along it upwards of 450 miles

4 the point of leaving there 1s a high bluff of red

rock or slate. This formation is quite plenty in thig

vicinity. After leaving the river the road passed

over a gently unduleting plain indented with rocky

mounds. On scsme of these there were a little pirne..

In about 8 miles drive %e Intersected the other read .

frun the
rerry This rosd passea up fram the ferry

o

er Rattlesnake Hill and makes quite a curve to ths
northxard in order to avold some very rough and broken
r

avines which lie in the immediate vieinity of the

river,
er. Seven miles from the ferry the northern road

pas t
3es the summit of the hill, five miles farther on

it passes the Foison or Mirersl Spring. This water

18 accounted polsonous yet I was inforred by mi
an emig-

rant who ¢
, Sncmaped near it that they made use of it for
their team and alss Pon

¥ 197 drinking purceses. ILats In
the aft
Srnoon we arrived gt ® Filiow Spri he
orings where T3
found the first

g0od water fop 2o miles, alkali abound-
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ing in large guantities in all the siresms passad over

in the distance. Two miles from the first springs are

more springs called the Upper Springs at which we camped

for the evening. Air cold, appearance' of the country.

very broken and mmmta-inous, good wood and water but

rather short feed.

JUEE 15th
Starting from our camp we Immediately comrenced

ascending Prospect Hill. In about & mlle's drive we

reached its top where we had a most delightful ard ex-

tensive view of the surrounding mountains some of which

towered far above the clouds. The Sweet Water range

in full view to the west distant étenty milea. Two
miles from the top of this hill we came to Sage Spring

run, six from this to Fish Run, a small stream about

six feet wide with a brisk current, water good. Frcm

this to the Sweet Water River 14 3/4 miles. The coun-

try is very barren with a heavy send road. Fcur miles

before arriving at the Swest Water we reached the Al-

kaii Lakes. Thers fs guite a mmber of these lakes or

hay nonds., The earth at and in the vicinity of

rasner po

these lakes is covered with a white efflorescence or

& (N



alkall having & very sharp taste and emitting a strong
lye smell. These ponds are situated on both sides of

the road and in same places the rosd basses over thsiy

bed. The water 1s quite clear and shallow but having

& strong lyey taste. To the northeast of the ponds is
quite a high rock mound. Towards evening we cgmped
on the Sweet Water about a quarter of a mile below In-
dependence Rock. This rock 1s very barren, about i a
mile in length north & south and about one half its
length in width and 1s said to be four hundred feet
bigh although it does not appéar to be half that
beighth. Numbers of names are registered here by
those passing by. Grass very short. A large number

of teams camped neap,

JUNE 16th

Prom our camp two roads led by Independence

Haonl 3
#OCK, On® around its northern end, the other at its

southern, uniting a shopt distance above.

ern road 1s the

The north-

best but some farther. The river

washes the south end of En_. ..o e
¥i ¥4S5 TOCk. The wond passing

alo 1
along in the river about g mile above the rock is the

fir : f
st or lowermost ford of the Sweet Water. The river
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at this piace 1s about six rods in width, water at
this time two and a2 half to three feet in depth.
Abcut 5% miles above this ford is Devil Gate, a pass
of the Sweet Water through the granite rocks or moun-
tain which exterd up along on the north side of ths
river. This -rsnge is first seen from Prosgpect Hill at
the Upper Willow Springs. The gep 1s abocut 50 rods
through the rock and one hundred feet in width at the
top but much less.at the bottom. On the south side
the rock rises perpendicularly to a heighth of four
londred feet, on the northern side the rock rises to an
equal heighth btut is not as perpendicular. The water
rushes through this éap with considerable velocity,
having in soze places quite abrupt falls and 1s broken
by sunken & projecting rocks which fill 1its channel.
By ascending the rocks on the northe_m end of the gap
by a very rﬁgged and laboriocus path to the summit of

inr far

the rock a view of the river is obtainmed lieing

4

below }our feet. Passing off to the left a few yards,

a path leads down a very stcép end scmewaht difficult

gsuich or fissurs in the rock to the stream. After ar-
riving at the bottom on looking back the beholder will

be mstonished at the apparent danger over which he has



just passed. Camped 10 miles abeve the gap at a point
‘where the road strikes the river. Two miles below

the second cut -car pass of the river through the moun-
tains, on our left is a range of mountains covered in
many places with snow. On 1ts side is scme timber
supposed to be pins. On ti.le left 1s a range of grap-
ite rock mountains very barren in appearance, there
beirg a very few stunted pine & cedar. 4lkelil ni:oumis
on the river bottom in ceonsiderable quantities, very
good grass in places. Evenings very cool. After cross-
ing Sage Creek, 2 stream that ompties into the Sweet-
water, and ascerding to the summit of the hill about
1 a mile a fine view 1s obtained of the Wind River
Eountains situated in the Rocky Mountains. Their tops
are covered with perpetusl snow and present to a per=

son unacquainted with such sights a very novel sppear-

ance .

JUHE 17th

High rocky mountains on our right bordering

the river Ty barTen. bei :
YT, ¥ory tarrem, being granite rock; on our

left 1s a range of rountains covered with vegetation.

Snow presents 1ts self on many, on its top & sides.

Do e Ao SR 015 8 s e o e St A o
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Heavy sand road & poor grass. Camped at second ford
of the Sweet Water, did not cross. Eve. cool, feed

fair.

JUHE 18th

Took left hand road over very heavy sand to
river nine miles. The country durirg the most of this
day's travel has had a very barren aspect. Passed dur-
ing afternoon the upper end of the range of rock border-
ing the Sweet Water. Thess rocks externd up the river
near S50 miles from where the road first arrives at riv-
er. lmmt-ains on the left, some timber and snow. Air
cool. Passed alkall marsh & pords. Wind mountains in

sight most of the day. Camped in open prairie, no water.

JUEE 19th
Starting before sunrise we drove to the Sweet

Water about six or seven miles and forded. Good ford-

ing, no grass or timber. Rolling and some broken cross-

ing the Sweet Water froam the south side to ths north

the rosd mosses over 4 level plsce of bottom land for

a quarter of a nile to the foot of a long hill of some

heighth. Arriving at its summit 1t commences descerd~

49 ] %



ing towards the rlver bottom. The surface of road ig

covered with small stone which makes the deseent Tatkep
disagreeable. Four miles from ths last ford there is

" another, banks some mirey. Crcssing the river at this
ford can be avoided by passing over a very steep ridgs
to the bottom again and continue up its north side.
Very barren appearance, no grass only on river bottm
and in the ravines. Ten miles from ford arrived at
high bluffs where the road turns to the right and as-
cends a very leng and tedicus hill. Passing its sum-
mit descend a little ana again ascend another passing
over on its summit, some broken rocks descending this
hill & short distance the Toad ascends the third hill
which 1s very Tocky and uneven at its top. Descernding
from this hill about half a mile there is a good apring

at t
he left a few rods from road. A short distance

from here
i3 a marsh on which are & mumber of pconds of

Dure water, gg
Sontimiing along this marsh 3 miles came

3 = L]
to ome spt’ings of most eéxcellent water Cne mile

from thesge i
8Prings is a small run along its banks. Some

2} miles frem this ru .

™Y™in =S o y
¢ Camped on Strawberry Cresk, =2

small stream
8bout 4 fest wide, g to 12 inches deep
»
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plain some rolling. Cne days drive or 20 miles from

here we cross the summit of the Rocky Mountains.
Ho timber of account.

Weather quite warm, evenings cold.
JUBE 20th

Lay in camp. Short feed.

JUNE 2lst

Starting at our ususl time, in one mile's
drive we came to the Aspen Springs situated a few rods
to the left of the road at the base of a gradually
rising hill. Water cold and excellent. All of the
springs as yet seen are cold in the vicinity of ths
The rosd contimied over a gently undulat-
About 4 miles

mountalns.

ing sage plain very destitute of grass.

from the Strawberry, descending 2 short but stgap and
stony hill, we ercassed the branch of the Sweet Water,
a fine stream about 20 ft. wide ard 20 inches deep
with & rapid current and gravely bottom. 2% miles

fram this ereek 13z ¥illow Creek, 10 feet wide, 18_
inches desp. Ascendl ng the hill from the creekr, from
the top a veiw of the twin mountalns was obtainsd

situated a 1little to the left soms 10 or 1z miles dis-.




tant.. Road excellent, the plain slightly rolling

indented with hills, mounds & at a distance mountaing
Descending a long but gradual hill we reached ths
Sweet Water. Here the road ¢rosses and leasves ths

waters flowing into the Atlantic. Snow is laying in

banks along the river or more properly creek, it being

not over 3 rods wide at this point. after crossing

+ .'
k8 creek which has g good gravel bottom the road
continues across its bottom land to ths high land a
dist
Stance of 50 or 60 rods. Road very soft in places
and
quite uneven, Distance from Strawberry 9 miles.

Le
aving the Sweet Water we continued on over a beaunti-

ful and 1
gently undulating plain ten miles to the South

Pass or Swmit of the Rocky Mountains. The swmmit is

8aid t
© be between two mounds situasted op eithar side
of t
he road and about sixty rods apart. Two and a

balf mi13
ies Ifrom the Pass, after deacending a long hill
i1s a h ént ’
marsk oz the right hang side of the road.

upper end are the Pacifie Springs
»

At the

the first water

ccme to
after crossing the mountain flowing to the

Pacific. Contimiing

=8 QCw Le m iran -.é &

ﬂn"n th arah 1 mil 8 tha rosd

Comes to Iaclfic C;"EGE a8 small run 5
. »

foot deep,

feet wide, 1

foraeq ;
ed by the SpPrings. Rather short grass,
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barren appearance, Vsage plains, The road from tke
Sweet Water to the descent of the hill to the Pac.iflc
Springs i1s one of the most beautiful kind. It would
be extremely difficult to find an equal amount of road.
in the States to bear comparison. The mountalns to'

the right are covered with snow. On the left the moun-

tains are not as elevated and more detached and broken,
while on the summit of the mountain a thunder storm
passed near accompanied with considerable wind which

caused a great change in the temperature, the forencon

being very warm, evenings cool as usual. Between the

Strawberry Creek and the Sweet Water we met a large
company of Californians on their return to the States.
They were mounted on mules which were in fire condition.

Left the mines on the fifteenth of May, report good

grass most of the way. They appeared to be in goed

spirits and went on their way re joicing.

JUNE 22nd

Leaving camp this morning and crossing Fac-

resk, we wended cur way over a begutiful sage

g

[ir]

1f4s
Shortly after crossing this creek a road bears

plain.
This we avoided and

off on the left to Salt Lake.



\ deep, water turbid. Thnder sto
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continued to Dry Sandy- Creek, about one rod w:.dé »
water said not to be gocd. At the crossing of the
i-oad there 1is. scme water. 80 rocds below there 1s no
indication of water ‘the channel being loose gravel &
sand. Six miles from tﬂs creek the road forks, one
taking direct to Green River, the others by Salt Lakse
and Kinney's Cut-Off. The direct road crosses thisg
‘side of Green River a tract 41 miles wide destitute
of water and but little grass. To avoid this desert

take the left hand or Salt Lake road to the Cut-0ff on
which is said to be plenty of grass and water. The

road continues on over a most beautiful plain, little
feed in places, to the Little Sandy, from the forks

of road 9 miles. :

Road excellent. Camped on Little

Sandy, fair feed. Creek about 25 feet wade, 2% feet

during aftornoon.

JURE 23rd

Starting from Gamp at rather a late hour,

~ contimied over g beautiful level sage plain with zood

ro BLsS
cad to Big Sa 7» 3iX or seven reds wids, 2 to 2%

ft. in depth, water turbia. camped about g mile

abcve the confluence of the Little Sandy -:{th this

© o A = gy e A e
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stream. The Blg Sandy is a tributary of Green River.

From Little Sandy to Big Sandy, 8% miles. Rained dur-

ing afterncon. From ths plain snow-capped mountalns

are in view to ths west, north and south, those on the
south being a great many miles distant, those on the
north & south from 50 to 75 miles and perimps more. .
Many smaller mountains are cleose on our left but vold

of snow. No timber of account for many miles back nor

is there any appearance of any ahead. There is acme

willow along the tanks cf the Big Sandy, Many teams
passing. On the polnt between the two rivers fourd

most excellent grass. Remaired here from noon until

morning.

JUHE 24th

Cur pozd has this day been over a gently
rolling plain covered primcipally with sage, among

which there is good feed, being bunch grass and wild

oats, or something that bears a resexblance to the tame

Road excellent with tut few exceptions there be-
miies

from the ford the river makes guite a curve to tkre

& =ila
southward and approaches to within a quarter of a2 =ile




of -the road. At this point there 1s considerabls
feed. While nooning here a rain & hail storm passed
over ug; contimued en to ths river a distance of 17
miles from the ford. We continued down its western
side to Kinney's Cut-Off distant from ford 19 tc-> 20
nilea.- Turned off at forks of the road and camped cn
river. Swam our stock across river on to high table
land; good feed. Kinney's Cut-off avolds the 41 mile
desert passing around its southern end. Plenty of

grass & water on this route, High snow-covered moun-

tains in view to the south, west & north. dbout a

mile before reacb_i.ng the river there is quite a large
plat of red clay on which there is some ponds of shal-
low water with but few exceptions the sofl has teen sand
or sand and gravel, the entire route in some places so
light as to make heavy travelling, in other .places

very hard and firm. The principal part of the emigra-

" tion take the Cut_ofe,

JUNE 25th

Leaving the 3ai% Lexe ci

=3 L -

t¥ road this morn?

and taking the Cut-0ff, in a few miles the road came

within a short distance of Green River along which
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there 1s scme cotton wood timber, being much more than

has been seen for many miles back. In about 12 miles

from ths Mormon Rcad the rosd crosses Green River, a
stream 22 rods wide at this place with a strong cur-
rent. The road from the point where it first Appz-o&chea
the river continues up along its bank or vicinity. Some

feed. A sage plain exbtends back from the river to the

f£irst bluffs scmething like a mile. On the second

£1at or table land is some patches of excellent g,rasa.
Alcng the river and in the vicinity of Big S._a.ndy there
is quite a large amount of prickly pear with a large

double leaved deep crimsoned flower now in full bloam

and very beautiful, also varieties of the orarnge and

yellow. There being but one boat rumning at the ferry

and a large mumber of teams in advance ®e Were com-

pelled to lay by untill our turn came, there being over

- 5 t
200 wagons in walting. Camped up above the ferry abou

half a mile on a sapd bank and drove our stock back a

mile and } to good grass. Evening cold.

- JUNE 25th

down to
Driving in the atock early we meved

r arriving another boat was

the ferry. Shortly afte
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set running in opposition to the old ore, reducing

_the ferriage from $8.00 to $5.00 on wagons and fram

$1.00 on cattle to 25 cts per head.. Towards evening
after much contention among the emigrants about turns
or preference we succeeded in getting over with cur

wagons and stock, having made ineffectual attempts to
swim them (that is stock). Continuing up the river

some 5 or 4 miles camped on a hard gravel kmowl, very
barren and destitute of feed. By driving the stock
ba-ck te the hills about a mile, obtalned good bunch
grass in abundance. The country has rather a broken
appearance to the south & westward. High mountains
in sight to the north, west & south white with snow.

Thunder storms at a distance.

JURE 27th

The country passed over during this day's -

drive 1s rolling and scme broken, road in places grav-

ely but for the most part very dusty., Driving untill

' a late hour.

Descended g long steep rocky hill to a

3 - o~ —
amell vallsy 1

4 which there is some springs of good

water. Grass rathepr scarce in the velley and on the

hill sides. By going back a mile and a half good feed

Ll L

il

was obtalned. The surrounding hills are very high and

have a mountainous appearance. Meny of the hills are .

of the red earth and covered with small stones. In
some of the ravines flax is in bloom. Thunder storms

at distance.

JUNE 28th
In half a mile from camp commenced the as-
cent of a high hill upwards of a mile in length, scme

stone. Passing the summit descended abeut 40 or 50

rods and rose a small hill. The descent from its top

to the valley was exceedingly steep and scme stony.
This hill 1s upwards of a guarter of a mile in length
and 1s much the sharpest yet descended. at the foot

of the hill a small spring run makes down to the left,

gzood water. Crossing this the road continues up a

shallow vsvine. At the bottom of this there 18 also

a small spring run. About a mile from the foot of the

hill the cut-off road joins the 0l1d Rosd. The road

here crosses the run and continues up on the otker

o i b —rene Tta PRasd.
wiesh bLhe Tunm casss 1t8 pesd.

side to the summit from =iic2

From this place, which is a small marsh, the water

flows both ways. The rosd descerded from this point
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to the valley of a small stream 5 to & feet wide ang
some mirey. The road continues down this valley sbout
3 miles crossing several runs of water caused by the
melting snow on the mountain close on our right hand.
On the left 13 a succession of high hills with very
stony tops. Late in the afternoon we commenced the
ascent of the mountain on our right, the road being
ecrooked, steep and in many places covered with small
round stone. PFrom the base to the summit is upwards
of a mile. From its summit Ham's Fork of Greenm River
with valley first present themselves the valley being
skirted on its western as well as 11:3- eastern side
with mountains. The descent to the ford of river was
crcoked, steep and stony in places. Forded Ham's Fork
late in the afvernoon. The river at this point is not
far from 2} rods wide, 2 ft. water with a brisk cur-
rent. Speckled trout abound in this creek. Camped
on R. bottem. Good grass at the foot of the mountain.

A spring of good water alsoc on the bottom a short dis-

tance from river. Evening very cool.

JUNE 29th

Leaving camp at rather a late hour, continued

down the Triver about a mile when the road turns back a
1ittle to the right and ascends the mourtain. The as-
cent 13 very steep & part of the way arnd at the top or
near, it 1s coversd with broken limestone. Arriving
at the peak (2 miles from the river) the road descerds
gradually for a mile and then gredually ascends towards
the suwomit of the mountain. Six miles from the peak
the road passes a fine grove of popple{poplar]. Hear
£h15 grove there is a good spring, some pine at a short
distance to the left. On this mountain there 1is con-
siderable flax. OCranes bill. abounds in large quanti-
ties. Three miles from Popple Grove there 1s a grove
of Balssm fir, the rcad passing through it. About a
mile from this grove is the summit of the mountain.

The descent to Marsh Spring Creek, about 2 miles, 1is

extremely crooked apd steep with small stones on Scmé

parts. The creek is abcut 4 feet wide, rapid current,

iGES ocund.
clear water. Along thls creek poison springs aboun
road immediately commences a8s-

n - to its gummit is

Crosaing the creek the

cending another hill or mountal

valle
about tnrec miles. The dsscent to Bear River ¥

oat wretched road, belng covered
: ocad, not beling &n

with broken
is by 2 mo

rock. On the second descsnt the T




even one, there is scme places less descending than
others. The road is verf winding. Arriving at the
base of the hill, camped for the night near a spring
run. The hill sides are covered with an aburdance of
most excellent grass, plenty of sage for fuel. From
the summit of the mountein near the fir grove there

is a grand prospect of the surrounding mountains.

JUHE 30th
Three months out from home, health of Co.
good. Leaving camp at a late hour, continued down

the base of the mountain to Bear Valley Creek, distant

from Marsh Spring Creek 9 miles. A range of two hills

run along to the left of the road parallel with the
mountain. At the crossing of B. V. Creek the road

strikes into Bear River Valley. This 1s a wide fer-

A tile valley covered with a luxuriant growth of grass.
)’j - Continuirn: down

iy

= LOFn

the 7&11§y along the mountain in five

“1les from last creek tie road bears off to the right.

7 Smith's fork about 1 to 3/4 of a mile betwsen Ewo

_+gh mountains to the ford.

The eroseinsy nf this
Tos=ing o0 this

~ stream 1s rather bad. The stream is divided intso

three channels. The first ,g abecut 2 rods with a
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swift-current,: 2 feel® water; the seccnd about one rod,
21 ft. water; the third sbout the same. as the second,

2 ft. deep. After crossing the roed turns short to

the left down the stresm passing around the base of a
high rocky mountain which has a verj' cragged appear-
ance. The road a short distance from ‘the ford is a
most awful one, being filled with large broken rock.
After passing over this plece of road {scme 40 or 50
rods) it continues down the valley to Thamas Fork 14 3/4
miies. Camped 4 or 5 miles before reaching the fork.

Good feed.

JULY 1st

.l;‘: n. llti;le after six ofclock left camp and

. -
contimied down the valley to Thomas Fork. At the jun

t.
+ion of the rivers Bear River bears off to the wes

) = i stresm
The road crosses over to Thoses® [Pore Tuls ASERER

1 ish. Scme
is about 3 rods wide, deep, turbld and siugs

. n int,-
tpadups have bullt & bridge over it at this po »

toll $1.00. There 1is 8 ford scce miles abeve, very

SR Sh T road
se2 arasstne. Shortly after crossing the fork the
sl ortly 1.5 very stéep.
' heavy hill. The descent is 8150 ¥r7 E
ascends a 4 |
' down a
the foot of the hill the road continues
Prom 7




- pavine about & quarter of & mile to 2 small valley
through which runs a small stream of good water along
which there 1s good grass. This valley makes down %o
Bear River a short distance below. The road ccntinueg
on this valleyrabout a mile and a half and then ascends
a very abrupt and high hill; at the summit of this hill
there is some stone. In sbout a quarter of a mils

the rosd descends & bears around to the left and passes
do'n.a very narrow ravine. In a short distance it
bears off at a right angle to thes right and ascends
gradually to the summit of the last hill a mils and a
quarter or more before descending to the river bottom.
At the top of this hill the road bore off to the right
and zontlmied along its summit a short distance and
then bore off to the left and descended - much the
steepest hill yet passed over - upwards of 3/4 of a
mile from top to base. Continuing down the valley a
few miles camped on the river. Grass plenty back on
the hills but short at the river. Musquitoes very an-

nc’yins; 3751111}5 w®Arm.

JULY 2nd

The road this day has been confined to ths

L
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river bottom. About 6 miles from camp crossed Tallies
reck, & fine 1ittls stream 10 fsat wide, 15 to 18
inches deep clear water & raﬁid current. ?ﬁe miles
further on crossed ‘l'illowrcreek, 6 ft. wide, 1 foot
deep, water clear & cold, swift current. S8ix miles
from Willow crossed Ashtles Creek, 10 feet wide, 18
inckes clear water, rapid current. Camped about 3
miles westward from this creek on a small spring run
among the hills, water excellent. A mumber of spring
runs make down from the mountain on the tract passed

over this day's drive. Considerable pine on the moun-

tains to the left, also snow.

. JULY 3rd
The tract passed over today has been moder-
ately rolling and in the vicinity of the river about

seven miles from camp crossed Muddy Creek, a small

B e . this to
Spring run & very mirey in many places. Fro= this

#illow Spring five miles, to the Scda Springs 53. 4

little before reaching these springs a stresm of padias

ce=ss the road. The water 1s clear but

It apparently takes its rise in a

not very cold.
mile 0 8 mile to tke right

grove of cedar a half of &

= €



of the road. From the grove it passes through a smal)}
willow swamp & marsh which is some mirey. On the maergy
is a good growth of grass. ¥any cattle become poisoneg
here. The water 1s not considered poisonous unless
rilled and saturated with the earth. At the bottom a
short distance from this stresm is' a mound 12 to 15
rods in length and six to eight in width. The mound
has an elevation of abcut 25 to 30 fest. On this are
& mumber of sprinés issueing from a formation very
much resembling r.ock waich has been formed by dgpoait
from the water. The amount of water discharged is
rather small but i1s conitlinually agitated by a current
of gas which rises in bubbles up through the water.
Near the center of the mound is an elevated portion
bearing & resemblance to porocus rock. In its center
is a caldron or basin 3 to 3% over and two deep which
has ﬁeen, apparently, at some time ths basin of one of
thess springs. About ome and & half rods to the west
of this is a small 8pring run affording water of a
pecullar taste, somewhat warm. Sulphur appsars to
abound in these sorings. When first t
mOULR 1t imparts & sharp and not altogether unplessant

sensaticn. This spring issues from a amell mound of
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regular form near 3 feet over gt 1t3 base & twp fest

high ard drawing in at the sides, leaving a small basin

at the top 8 to 10 inches over apg six deep. Prom thg

bottom of this the zater and gas issue. In g stort
distance from this mound the posd trosses anotker smalj
stream 15 ft. wide, 10 inches deep, stony bottaom, rapid
current, good water for current. The road here runs
close to the river, being now on the great bend where
the river passes arcund the mountain to tear off to
Salt Leke. Pram this creek along the river for scme
distance are & large mumber of wigwams or Lodges of
the Snake Indians who have large number of horses. At
this place is a trading post & blacksmith shop. About
kalf a mile below the soda mound is the large soda
spring situated irmediately on the bank of the river
ard atout on a level with the river. This scring is
abcut 10 feet long and six wide, two ft. deep. From
the bottam of this large quantities of gas arise which
causes great agitation in t.he water and same noise..
Water cold and clear. One mile below this spring 1s
Bear River Spring. EBere the road leavss the rive
rather the river the road, as the road runs pearly a

direct course while the river makes a short curve to
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the scuth untill 1t arrives at the base of the moun-
tain when it bears off to the right nearly in s dus
west course 3% miles when 1t curves around th.a moun-
tain (shich is very high and rocky) end bears off to
the south making its way into Salt Lake. Four miles
from Bear River spr.ing is the junction of the Calif-

ornia & Pt. Hall roads. It being late we bore off

from the road and camped on Bear River a short dis-
tance below its curve to the south. Banks very high

and extremely bold & rocky. Evening cool.

SUNDAY, JULY 4th
Lay in camp to rest our teams; plenty of goed
grass. To the southward abcut 10 miles is a mountaln,
in pérts congiderable snow. A gently undulating plain
exterds fram the river to the mountain, about a mile &
a half from tha‘camp is a mound having very much the

appearance of a volcano crater. In this mound is a

large basin formed of rock. In many places it has the
appearance of cinders, showing strong indications of

the acticns of fire. For scme distance back from the
Tiver the formation is a blackened rock in which there

is many very dangerous fissures or openings, being in

b il

e il

aome -places 3 to 4.feet ¥ide,and many feot in depth
At the bottom of some there. is ®ater, .During the

afterncon, towards evening, .a shower of rain fell.

At the same time, snow fell op the mountain to the

west sufficlent to whiten the ground. Plenty of o

grass.

JULY 5th

Leaving camp at rather a late hour continued
cver & plain gently ﬁndulatiﬁg to the mountain, the
ascent gradual. Passing up a ravine I;.vetteen two high
hills curving at summit to the right, descended to
Mountain Willow Creek, a spring run 5 ft. wide, 1 foot
deep, very rapid current, good water. This ecreek 1s
13 miles from the junction of the roads. Groasing.the
creek, immediately commenced ascending a long and grad-
uaﬂ.].-_sr rising mountain. &rriving at sumcit a few rods
of level road then descends through a ravice to a
small creek B feet wide, 1 foot deep, suift running
current, water good. About half of ‘the descent of
this hill from the top 1s goed, being firm and free
from stone.

Atocut half way down the ravine contracts

or narrows, and a small spring run makes in from the



- gouth aid§ and continues down the ravire nearly to
- e ETYEY ‘The descent through this part of the

ravins is most wretched, being much cut am worn by

the action of the water. The road is very sideling,
brcken by abrupt offsets, muddy, stony and croocked.
Phe descent through this part is less steep than ths

other parts of the road. Shortly after leaving the
run which keeps off to the right of the tract a few
feet, the road descends a very steep but short pitch
which is quite stony. High rocky mountains on the
right. crossj.ng the creek camped upon its bank about
40 rods from the road, surrounded by broken mountains.
Very good grass among the hills. A light shower of
raiix fell during the day. The last hill passed over

is five miles from foot over summit to foot again.

JULY 6th
Road scme rolling for 4 or 5 miles. Thres
miles from camp arrived at creek, the same ons camped
on. After this the roed gradually ascended to summit.
Here 13 about a gquarter of a mile of level road. De-
scended to valley marsh creek, plenty of grass. Con-

Tinued up the valley about 2 miles and crossed the

7o
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creck, one rod wide, 2 feet deep with a socd
& current,

last mentioned hijj 13 not fap

4 high mountain lies acress the creek

Tha distance over the
from 6 miles.

to the right. Ascenﬂing the blufrs bordering the gree;
g

bottam continues over a slightly rolling plain to the

ascent of ths mountain. This ig gradual, camencing

scze 4 or 5 miles back from swmit. Road passes up

through ravine on either side, scme white & red cedar

drrived at suwmmit, descended atout half g nile ard
camped on the mountain side at a spring of good matep

Plenty of grass..

JULY 7th
Lay in camp - on. account of the sickness of

one of the train.

JULY 8th
Leaving camp descended to the Vallsy where
thers 1s a small spring run 4 ft. wide, 6 to 8 inches
in depth, Crosélng, immediately ccmrmenced ascerding
ansther h111. Continued over rather an unsven plecs
°f road for nearly a mile then entered a ravire. In a

short distance emerged to an open space and in not a
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lengthy drive arrived at summit. The road then cop. .
tinued to graduslly descerd to ¥illow ¥uddy Cresk.
Water not very geod, belnpg sluggish. Creek 5 I't..tide,
6 inches deep. Distance from last spring 7 miles, fram
¥uddy Creek to Gravel Creek 8 miles. The rosd for the
most of a very gradual descert. Gravel Creek 3 feet

wide, 10 inches in depth. lfter_leavipg this creelk

the road passes over a level piece of valley for a
mile ard a kalf or more when 1t rlses a hill and again

descends. After passing over some uneven roed it en.

ters a deep narrow ravire and gradually ascerds to

the summit, a distance of 4 to 5 miles.' In the ascent
there is some stone in places and only room sufficient
for the passage of a wagon. Along this ravins thers
are a number of Popple groves. Arriving at the swummit
the road soor cormences descending. This is a very

steep, stony and difficult hill to descend, being for
the greater part of the way through a deep parrow rav-
Ine untill it arrives at the valley. Frt.:sn the sumit

to the base of the hill, two miles. Camped on the

B
i
B

edge of velisy, distint fram Gravel Cresk

!9 water, but litile wood, plenty of grass.
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JULY 9th

t in L iy 1
Starting at zn varly hour centinued alcng in

the valley a southerly course for 5 or 6 miles whe
» n

turning short to the right ascended a low mountayn by

an easy ascent to the summit, Fpeg the foot of the

bad hill 10 miles. After passing over this summit con-

tinued over a descending and scme Tolling road to a

small run and some springs of fair water. Distance

fram Gravel Creek there is no water. Hooning at thege

springs, a 1ittle before two o'clock camenced ascend-

ing a hill. At the top passed on to a more level rcad
for a short distance, again passed over ancthsr hill
ard again another and another, when en.tering 8 ravine,
the road gradually ascepda to a spring, distant frem
last spring 7 miles. Camped here. Plenty of wood,

water & grass,

JULY 10th
Continued up the ravine from camp to summit
2% miles. Passing over, descended a short distance,
1 of a miie where there ia a good spring. Crossing a

3pring run that makes in from the right, ascerded a

short distance and then descénded about 30 rods. There
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ascended between a quarter & half of a mile and agajn
' ended for a few rods. . Ascerded another smail hill

ST
Praz this the rosd gradually descends throuzh a ravinps
with high mountains on each side, along the sides op
shich there are a nnmbér of poﬁple groves. About 3
miles froe suzmmit the rcad becoxes quite bad end the
ravire changed to a narrow valley. Five ard a hslf
miles from suﬁit came t0 & spring of good water.
From this szring & smaell run tekes its rise. Contin.
uing down along this run 3 miles cressed a small spring
branch 5 ff. wide, 10 inches deep. Cocntinuing domn
the first mentioned run, in 5 miles came to another
spring ren of sbout the same size of the one last
crossed. Both of these are tributaries of the first
meniioned run. After crossing the last ore named,
keeping down on the right of rum through a piéasant
valley. Five and a qua.ﬁ:er miles from last creek,
crossed over ihe creek dom.rhich we came. Thls 1s
tke east branch of Rarft River, 6 to 8 feet wide end

12 Inches deep. This end also tie cther two creaks
are ted to cress on account of the softnasa of the

, barks and bottem. At the crossing of the east branch

a Sifnl ST A i v i
beautiful ssge slain surrounded oy algh mountains
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on three sides. It 1s in widtp from east to west, 23
miies. To the north it extends as fapr gg the eyo can
reach. This 1s a most beautiry] tract, being very leve;.
Sonbiniied ‘over the plwis fro E. Branch to Raft River
U 3/4 milos. Camped at 8 o'clock. Flenty o grass
& water, but no wood. )

Some sage & grease wood,

7 SUEDAY, JULY 11th

Morning heavily overcast. About 7 o'elock
set in raining & contimed without cessation untill
near 10 o'clock 4. M. At 11 ofclock left camp and
crossed the river or more properly creek, it being
about 12 ft. wide, 21 ft. in depth, goed running cur-
rent, bad erossing, bs:m}rs soft and mirey,‘bottt;m ruddy,
In a few rods crossed a ‘slnugh Or an old channel & in
a short distance crossed another 8 ft. wide. Very soft
& mirey for one or two miles from this slough. The
30il is red clay barren of grass but plenty of grease
¥ood. The soil from this to Best Branch of Raft River
s sand and gravel. Very level road, good fording the

3. Branch. Continued up the valley on &

trossing goed. Creek 15 ft. wide, 15 inches in depth,

¥ery rapid current, stony bottom, good water. Camped
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early about 3 miles above the ford. Flenty of sage

brush, scme willow, plenty of grass.

JULY 12th
Continued up tﬁe valley near 4 or 5 miles

and crossed the creek, good ford. High mountains on

" the right and left. Shortly after crossing the Branch

the first time the rosd enters the valley between the
mountains. At the last ford the road bears off south
over a plain between two ranges of mountains ascending
very gradually about 4 miles and then descends gradu-
ally to a small creek. 7% miles from West Branch
directly ahead 18 a range of high mountains with some
now on their tops also snow on the mountain at th
right. To another asmall stream two miles, ascending
to Walte Creek two miles, 8 ft. wide, # inches deep,
SEvass

very stony bottom and ranid, In ths

53

A of thia

is some quartz rock. Leaving this stream the road
bears off to the right and ascends the Goose Creek
Mountains,

rise very gradual. As the road bears off

to the right it leaves a wide & handsome wvalley to the

18ft bordered b g hi

mnountain. 3% miles from white
Crealr aPtow A cend in
P alter descemding from hill top cross a small

8pring run which takes {tg rise amongz some monumental
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ks which are a shopt distance ahead to ths Tight
b e

Camped hLere. :
The nomezentgl

Good watep and faip .l'eed.

rocks are quite picturesque, many towerlng hundredg of

feet up into the alr, many of quite regular formation

and many irregular ang broxen. a mmber are quite a

true circular form, these are of granite. It would

appear as if Hature wearled of her labours, had et
these rocks in 2 loose and neglected manner, A thund.

er stcrm passed a short distance to the south &uring

afterncon.

JULY 13th
From camp the road ascerds rather gradually,
passing many towering rocks. On scme of the rocks are
8 large mumber of names. 4fter passing over some un-

€ven road we passed between some large rocks and de-

- 3cended gradually to junction of Salt Lake Road. Fram

the creek five miles to a small stream, two and a half
miles to another & to another 2. These are all spring.
runs. After crossing the last one the road cormences
ascending the Goose Creek Eountaips. The distanse
bassed over from the rocks to the foot of the mountains

1s a sage plain. The ascent of the Goose Creek Kountaln



'13 “r?. gradusl and is not far from five miles to its
swemit, 1% miles from last creek is a spring run.

. Passing the suzm't the descent 1S rather steep and
sideling. At the foot of this hill is another spring
run. The roszd sgain ascends over a stesp and sideling
hill., PFrem this to the valley there are & nu=mber of
nills. The descent from the summit to the valley is
very uneven and winding. 4} miles from surmit the
road cc=es to a fine -spring run 4 ft. wide, 6 inchkes
in depth, good water, rapid current. 4 little before
reaching this creek the road descerds a very steep
hill. The rosd continues down this valley for a short
distance ard tben passes over scme hills and descends
to the valley of Goo.é.e Creek. This valley is about

a half a =ile in width with plenty of grass. Creek

a 1ittle over a rod in width, one foot deep with not
very lively current, water rather warm and scme turbid.
On the cpposite of the vailey from where the road en-
ters it are & mmbter of mourtain bluffs, being very
high with square ard abrupt edges, they being of soft
sand store at the base and a karder rock at top on
which thers 1s sorme cedar. ‘Descernding for a fe' feet

perpendf m.arly uh.ey s.che Tather steeply and smoothly

R L

VR

R 1 ST e

B T ry—

.

ST e

B T

PN

e

WIS R ey v

e T BT

4

to thelr base. Proceeding Up the valley o short_d{,

tance, crossed the last mentioned branch ang "
3! a
short distance.above. ¥nile descending the mountain

to the valley a heavy shower of rain Tell accerpaniea
with thunder and lightning, .

JULY 14t ”
Continuing up the valley in seven miles
crossed a very muddy ereek, a’'tributary of Goose Creek.

During the afterncon cressed another smali run, very

'bad, being very muddy &and zirey. Cortimning up the

ereek for some distance the road rasses near Record
Bluff, a singular sand store formatiom with many quite
regular formed cavities or coves on its sides. Many
names are cubt on the stope. Passing this some dis-
tance the creek turns short to the right and passes
tp through a narrow ravine for a =mile o= more. Road
very rocky and bad to pass over. Atout half of a
mile up the ravine on the left are scme rocks rising
perpendiculariy some three to four hundrsd feet. Alter
ascernding the ravine about a mile the road crosses the
creek which is very rocky. After crossing, the ravine

widens o & narrow valley. Contimming up about tw¥o



miles the road crosses back again. 4 short distance .

after crossing to the right at the bass of a ledge of

rocks'there is a spring affording an abundance of water,

but not very cold. 4 narrow valley makes back from the
creek here a mile or more. ‘At the appearance of thig
the rcad bears off over the hills to the right.

Camped in the valley about a guarter of a mile fram

the spring. Grass very poor, some .cedar on the moun-

tains.
JULY 15th
Leaving camp early passed over the hills to
the right. Road very stony for several miles. Fram

Goose Creek to rock spring, 12 miles, there is no
water and but very little feed, the road passing over
& rolling sage plain. At noon arrived at the spring,
which is at the foot of 30=e rocks. ‘Th.t.s spring af-
fords quite an gmount of watep but not very ceold.
Continued down the valley not far from four miles.
Pound sore wild wheat in which we turned out our team.
Shortly after stopping a heavy.showel_' of rain fell
which detained us gt this place unt1l 4 o'eclock P. X.

when we moved down the vailey two miies or more to

T
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some wells or springs. Thege wells aps very deep

frem 18 inches to 15 feet gvep, At this place there

is considerable alkali. The ground being wet frog
the recent rain our camping wag unpleasant, also.gyp.
rounded by dead cattle which did not temnd to make our

situation any ways enviable,

JULY 16th ‘
Leaving camp early contimmed down to the
end of the valley (4 miles) over a muddy road. The
soll being clayey very little grass. 4t the point
where the road leaves this valley are scme alkali
sorings which are very strong. Leaving these the road
bears off to the Tight over a rolling ridge to Hot -
Sitog Valiny..  The sountatis. ts tis right and left
bavs a very barren appearance. Continuing up Hot
3pring Valley in a short distance reached Cold Water
Creekr, or by some [called] 4lkali Cresk. Continuing
up along this creek a few miles the valley camienced
wdening very rapidlﬁ- until it became many miles in

width, sart

In many parts of this vallsy ther o grass,
It being covered with sage & grease wood. Continuing

up the valley in a southerly direction 14 miles from
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where the road enters i1s an excellent spring of water,
One mile from this spring are the:Hot Water Springs,
These springs are a curlosity the water being at a
temperature of 180°Pahrenheit. They cover an area of
near an acre affording water sufficlent to form a.
stream of six to seven ft. in width and 18 inches in
depth and emitting rather a disa.gree-able smell. Below

these aprings are a plenty of good grass and some

clover.

JULY 17th

From camp continued over a ievel plain to
the foot of the mountain 5 to 6 miles, ascending the
mountain through a ravine. To the right of the road
are a mmber of springs the upper one being much the
best, distant from the Hot Springs seven miles. The
&scent 1s gradual to the summit, -two miles, the descent
is also graduwel. Prom the summit the Humbolt Mountains
are in full view. They have been visible for a mmbser
of days back. Descending to the valley on the hill
sides there 1s an abundance of bunch gras;a. From the
aprings to another coileztion of 3p£1nés, twelve miles.

The road in this distance padses over a narrow plain
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between barren mountains. Thege 3prings are not op

Continuing down the valley or plain
about & mile camped to the right of the road wiepe

the best guality. .

there is & large patch of red top grass & clover
£ »
also a mmber of springs - water not very good. ¥o

woed but plenty of sage.

SURDAY, JULY 18th

Leaving camp at a late hour continued ovir
a rolling and somewhat broken sage plain with plenty
of grass to a small valley, 7 miles. FHere are & mmber
of wells from 3 to 10 feet over, 6 to 8 deep, good water.
Passing down the valley about 2 miles, nooned. Fram
our piace of nooning passed over a rolling sage plain
to a beautiful valley distant from springs or wells 5
miles. The sage plalin passed over extends to the
scathward many miles. Contiruing down thre valley 4
miles crossed & small run. About & miie below camped
pear a spring of good water, plenty of grass, fuel sage
%0cd. Some alkali in this valley.

JULY 19th

Contimed down the valley the Humboldt Houn-

ax



passed during the forepart of the day. No camps in
sizht this evening.
JULY 22nd
Left camp at an early hour. ¥orning cool

and fair. Continued aleng the valley occemionally pass-
Ing over grease wood bettoms which extend down from
the hills on the left. Shortly efter nooning we

forded the river, passing over to its left hand bank.
Contiruing down the valley about 2 miles farther crosgsed
again to the right hand benk. Here the valley ended
ard the river passes through an cpeén ravine Or very
narrow valley. In about 2 miles forded again. Between
this and the seccnd ford the rosd is scmewhat unever
and very rough beinz strewn with broken stones. A
short distance below the third ford the road enters

the river and continmes in it about 10 rods and passes
out on rather g Tough piece of ground. About & mils
ard a half below the road agaln crosses the river to '
its northern or right bany, crossings good, gravelly
tottom, 1lively current, water from 2 to 2} feet. 3e-
teeen the Pirst & secona the bluffs teing very high &

Tocky approach near to the river. Much red rock

14

e L L T

R T QT p——

B {38 e

4um b e

S et

_tears nearly north.

gbounds bere. The road aftep. thé Second crossing
At the fourth forg it bear Dearly
scuth or S. West. From the lowep ford a rock blurs
exterds up the river on its right bank about & Quarter
of a mile, towering up to g heighth of 3 to 400 feet,
This rock presents in many places a Very broken appear-
ance, yet the face of the rock is quite even it being
very full of seams. Camped not far from a mile and g
kalf below the last ford. Good.grasa & some willow.
JULY 23rd

In a short distance from camp ascended a
short but steep hill and gradually descended to the
valley. . Crossing this a distance of about 5 miles

cressed two small runs of good water. Passing a berd

~of the river in about a mile commenced the ascent of

quite a high hi1ll which was some rough being strewn

with stone. Continued cver a very rolling and dusty

road to & spring, eight miles. This spring is about

& quarter to the left of the road in a ravine. Nooning

andine to the aummit of the I‘iﬁgﬂn
b=

EBra. scommannad
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Passing over, the road gradually descends, passing in

& short distance a spring. In about a mile came to a
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collection of springs. Ore of these near the track -
is very deep and mirey Qith abrupt bgnks. The rcad g
short distance below the springs enters a narrow ravine
and very stony. This continues for some distance arg
then emerges into an cpen and very rolling plain.

Road exceedingly dusty. After leaving the ravine the
road gsceﬁds a hill. After this it descends rathsr
gradually to the river. In a short distance after en-
tering the bottom the road passes close to the bank

of the river. A short distence below again forded

the river to its s.o:th or left btank. A short distance
below camped at a late hour having traveled about 25
miles, from the river over the hills to the river agaln
17 miles. Fourd fair feed, scme willow, Our courae
of travel from the West Branch of Raft River untill
the last day & a half's drive has been principally in

4 south & socuthwest direction. Weather Very warme.

JULY 24th
Continued down the velley in a westerly dir-
ection about two miles when the river bore off North-
®ard. Hizh & rocky mountains to the left, broken &

high hills to the right and some mountains. A little

Y
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after noon passed off from the botten OVer gquite gp
sbrupt hill with an immense amcurt of dust. Descens.
frg the hill a little before reaching the river ‘bot::lcm
the road forks, the left hand or old roaa passing cver
the hills about 3/4 of a mile to the river bottem, ths -
righat hand road bears off to the right across the tot-
toz and crosses the river, Eeseping down on its nerthern
side continuing down the river a few miles camped early
prear the river. Found most excellent grass, 1‘..'*3 val-
loy kere is some miles in width. To the northesst are
high and broken mountains, to the left adjolning tae

tem aTe quite high & barren mountains. 4 sacser of

rain passed to the south.and =ast during the afternoon.

JULY 25th
Continued down the river, crossirg Stcay
Creek, a small stream.-  Noomed at Rock Point. This Is

8 point of the mountain that makes down along the morth

“stde of the river. The river here makes clcse up to

the Foint. This Polnt is covered with a broken rock

of & dark cclor. TPhe river appesrs to have undergore

& grest change since norning. Instead of being clear

- e
*ih & gravel bottom it has beccme zmch rilled and the



bottam muddy. At the FPoint the river makes a short
bend from a aoutherly ccurse & bears off in a N. West
course. Leaving the Point the road crosses a flatr
abourding in large guantities of alkali, the ground
being white with i1t. It emits a very strong limey
snell. Continued, crossed the v-alley to the river,
angling down the stream the tract passed over from
the point to the river is mostly covered with grease
wood ard destitute of grass. Rcad very dusty, weather
very hot. Camped off from the rosd on the river bank.
Very good grass. Banks of the river very abrupt.
JULY 26th
Continued down the river over a very good
road. Hizh mountains to the right and on the opposite
side of river. The road on the opposite side of the
river keeps on the bottom. Towards ncon passed near
some pords of =alt water, the earth in the vicinity
being covereld with an efflorescence of salt which
makes the ground white with it. Noonirg, passed over
quite a large tract on which there was considerable
dry alkali. A4bout the middle of the afterncon left

the river bettom and raised on to a grease wood plain
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very barren o_f feed. Continyeag across thig unti1y

1
near 5 o'clock when turning to the Lleft bore domn to

the Tiver and camped on fine grass, The river bottom

is bere very gravelly, a good current. Kosquitoes

very annoylng for ths last few evenings. Course of

travel H. West.

JULY 87th
Morning had very muczh ths appearance .of rain.
Contimzed down the vallsy keeping In closs to tha- river
over a besutiful meadow covered with a luxuriant growth

of fine grass. The old road, leaving Reck Point, keeps

back through a grease wood plain approaching the river

in about ten miles. It then bears off sgain through

the plain. This is on acecount of high wmater which

Inmundates the bottom, fills the slues and renders the

bottom impassable. At this time the river 1is very low

and the slues moétly dry. Our course of travel during
the fcrenoon has been N.W. & Y. untill noon when pass-

ing around the great bend in a southerly direction.

Eooning point of tha bend {feed very scarcs}.

at the
Bore down in a westerly direction. In about a mile

the road leaves the river and ascends gradually a
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poin_t of the mountain wilich makes down to the river_.
The rozd passes up through a depression in the moun-
tain, descends through a narrow ravine. The road is
some sandy in places but for the most part a fine road.
From the foc.;»t of the mountain over to the valley not
far {from] 7 or eight miles. Cortinuing down the
valley camped at a late hour off fram the road on the
river. Grass rather poor. The road on the opposite
side of the river leaves the river a lattle above the
bend and passes over a rolling plein rear two miles
to the river botitcm down which it continues for a

short distance when it ascends rather a broken & rugged
mountain and descends to the valley a mila or more
above where the road on the north or right bank

reaches the valley fram the north side of the river.
Thé-rosd over ths mmm{-:ain on the south side appears

much broken. There is a road on the north side keep-

A

ing down the river tut is some further than the ons .

passing over the hill. Weather warm, snow on the

- 1%
L=

.mountain to the lert,

JULY 28th

Morning clear & warm, Leaving camp passed

et

b
5
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out to the road which keeps back from the river on ge.
count of many bad slues ang Passes over g 8330 & greage
wood plain. Nooned on the bapk of a rush slue, the .
river being on the opposite side. of the bottem nearly

amile distant. Grass rathep scarce,

The sage Plain
is some miles in width at this Place and for miles
back destitute of grass. Roads very dusty," About twg
elles below where [we] nooned the road came to t-ha ri'_'
er belng the only place in 24 miies. A little below
the road dbears off to the right up Sand Creek which it
crosses about a mile and a half frum‘tha river. Off
to the right are scme barren sand hills. After cross-
Ing the creek the road bears off westward over a rocky
hill not far from two miles. A little below éamped

on the river the road keeping back at the edge of the

high land. The road on opposite side also passes over

u 39—88 plain bottom becoming rather narrow. Grass dry-

ing up. Found very gocd grass by golng over the river.

Teather warm, roads dusty.
«JULY 29th

Passing out to the road continued over a

%888 & grease wood plain. Road very heavy belng grey
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sand. FKoonlng, continued over the same kind of roed.
and plain as nassed over during the forenoon., This

has been one of the heaviest day’s drive yet a;;ade, oW-
ing to the excessive heat and heavy Wheeling ¥ountaing
Fair feed.

to the right & left. Thunder at a distance

in the evening.

JULY 30th
Four months cut from home. One “hundred
miles from the foot of the sink of the river. During
the forenoon passed along some sand bluffs.
drive has been over a clayey plain destitute cf grass,
road stony in places & dusty. Camped on the river.
By driving stock over river found very good grass.
High mountain on the opposite side of the river with
3cme snow on 1ts side & top. Weather warm, evening

quite warm.

JULY 31st
Forenoon's drive was over a grease woed
plain with ?ather clayey 801l void of grass. Plain
some miles in width, plain berdering the river on its

left hand bank. During the afterncon ceme onto what
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right be termed the Humboldt Degert being a 15566 as

rex plain extending fram the river on either stda

ide bagy
ip the nountains, covered with Sage & gresses woga, - The
principal part of this plain is covereq with a low herp
tt destitute of grass. Soil gravely & sand also clayey
in places. The river bottom through this plain is rathep
mrrow. The bottom is bordered by high and broken sand

tloffs. Grass 1s rather scarce. Camped about elght.

ziles down the river from the edge of plain, Found g
s=all lot of. good grass. The road kseps off from the
river not far from a mile. Hdigh and rugged mountain

to the eastward, the mountains to the west lower & less

brcken. -
- AUGUST 1st
Leaving the river, ascending gradually to
the road. Continued over the same barren plain as

mssed over for many miles back. HNooning, drove our

stock down a narrow ravine to the river a quarter of |
imile to the left. Contirued down the river about

f:%2 niles And bore off fram the road to the river not

far from one mile. Obtained fair grass.
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AUGUST 2nd
The forenoon's drive passed over the barren
plain. About three miles from camp the road comes to
. the river for the last tize untill it reachea‘ the foot
of the sink. About eight miles below came to a collec-
tion of springs, water not first rate. Descending the
bank crossed over and bore off in a S. East direction
across a sandy & grease woed bottom to the meadow.
The road before reaching the springs keeps off m_
rather a S. West direction untill near the spring. On
reaching the meadow the road passes along near a slough
full of falr water. Contiruing down the bottom, camped
a few rods off from a slue of clear water but not pleas-

ant to the palate. Abundsnce of grasas on the bottom

of a dwarfish habit and very brackish or salty.

ATDGUST 3rd

Passing down the bottem 5 or 6 miles. Noomsd

‘and cut grass for the erossing of the desert, having

taken in water 3 miles back. The water is good btut a

little warm. The river 1is hers broken in a number of
small channsls with rapld current and a number of falls

Of low heighth. The waters of tis siver begtn o waste
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away 'agcsoon as it feanhﬂs .the:mesdow. From.thls .
point- to the: foot.-pf-~sink is not far froem 30 mlles.
The sink is- covered in many places with a heavy growth,
in other places marsh grass & again luxuriant patches
of fine grass similar to red top. During the after-
noon camé on to a parren bottom or plain one or two
miles in wid!:h and continued down it ij or seven

piles untill near dark, when beering off to the right

elther grass or water cther
Towards evening a light

of the rced cemped without

than that brought from above.

drizzling rein set in.

AUGUST 4th & 5th

. ¥ th clouds. Con-
Morning heavily overcast wi .

the sink about seven miles
erday.

tinued down to the foot of t
£ bottom as passed over yes

1 and perfectly bar-
aink bears

over the same kfnd o

This bottom nearly of a water leve
ng to the foot of the

. The rosd passi .
. of the valley & s=all

off nearly south. About midway e
: from
sand ridge divides the lake or' s_ink . L
in length
bottom. The sink Is a pumber of miles

0 Pz=sinz
_riafi. S==2 Z

e brackt

ntipued along &

tl
from one to 3 wide, water & 11t

¢o
down to the lower end of the sink
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slue to the foot [of] a small hill. Here the roads
fork, the left hand being the Carson rout, the right
the Trucxee and is the route taken Uy thé Company.
The Humboldt from the point where the road first )
crosses it st the head of the valley to the sink has
a fine current &« in p:a:.zxy places quite rapld, ths banks
generally abrupt. The bottom is gravelly & its banks
slarted with willow. No timber either on its banks or
bobiom land. Ths water is low and fram the first ford
to Rock Point 1s quite clear, from here to the mesdow
same turbid, though warm is pleasant tasting being
much better than the Platte or Bear River, The causs
of this 13 owing to the lowness of the water, the slues
being dry and no water making In from the bottom which
bas many alkalil & salt beds on it. Bidding adieu to
the Fumboldt & Sink passed up the hill to the right.

From the top the desert presents in view. Passing down

©hs hill bore off skhort to the right over a level road.
4 part of the water of the sink having escaped through
a slue making sround the point of the hill to the left
bears offto the right rassing alonz a short distance
from the edge of the desert or bottom land, it being
bourded to the right by low mountains. In sbout two
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the hand.

piles it bears off westward. Along this t.here ia aame
grass. At 1 past 9 o'clock A. K. entered the desert

and continued é.long the slue abcut 4 miles and nooned.
The road excellent .éassing over a barren bottcm baving
the appearance of having been inundated. Over this we
continued for a few miles when rising a short pitch
passed on to a plain the same as the ons passed OveT -
with the exception that the last om_has scme salt beds,

which makes ths ground white with it. In about two

mllés the bottom is changed for a gravelly & sand

plain some rolling and qulte stony in somé parts. In

S.
twenty miles from the sink are the Boillng cr Hot Spring
an area of 3 to & rods. The principal
and rises up through a

own out with much

Tke springs occupy
spring is at the S. Rast side
The water 1s thr

hrown to the height of three and

ean be borze BY

fissﬁre in the rock.

force and noise being t

four fest. The water ls hotter than
A mumber of smaller aprings arise in the

a gling
rock but without much actlion of the water, gur -
ound rceptible. A few feel to the east™
; el n to 15

#20 the prineipsl sprin

g there 1s 8 basin te

feet over.
zses dewn
spring. The water escapes free this and P2



the hill side and soon loses itself In ths sand. The
plain is barren of grass but some sage & gre&se-'ood,
Passing from the springs we soon entered a narrow val-
ley bordered by low ranges of hills. In aboubt three
miles from ths springs the valley becomes perfectly
barren of any vegetation. Here 1s a largs quantﬁy of
salt on the surface of the ground. About 5 or 6 miles
from the springs a small channel of a run passes along
on the right hand sids of the rcad. Contirming down
this for some distance crossed over and in a short
- distance crossed it hgain. This channel 1s perfectly,
covered with selt. Salt con.tinuea to show itself for
7 or 8 miles. Seventeen miles from the springs the
road ascends a very heavy sand hill and continues over
heavy grey and yellow sand to ths Truckes River, eight
miles. A little before reaching the sand hill the
valley is covered with a vast mmber of small mounds
from 3 to 10 ft. in heighth and from 6 ft. to 3 rods
over. Reaching Truckee river at 11 o'clock 4. M. on
the 5th, crocssed over and camged about  of a mile

abova tha fa

Pair

&ress. The river at ths ford

is about § rods =ida, 21 ¢

& very rapid current, water very clear. During the
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afterncon of the 4th a shower of rain fell to the

gouth and eastward, elso a light part of the same

ch we

storm fell on the part of the desert cver
were, also during the evening scme rain fell. Air

cool with a fresh breeze. Lay by in camp during the

afternoon of the 5th. Weather clear & warm.

AUGUST 6th
Starting out rather late passed up the valley

- £l
over some sard road for near two miles when rising a

= 1 n
hill continued to pass over hills, around ravires &
tony..
through them, the road belng very wirding and stony

T.
In about 3% miles the rosd descends to the rive

sed over
Passing along & Very short distance again pas
roaches the rivers At this

atony hills and again &pp
) Continuing

here.
point there is some grasse Hooned

ie lesgs than a mlis pass
to a bad &

ed cver
up the river a 11tt _
e ane
some very stony road & 1n g few TOdS C
jver here ap-
acmewsht dangerous plece of road. The T

& bluff or mountain leaving

roaches a very high roc
: passage of the team-

he
nov to sdmit of t
only room enough a ocics

Betwson the niver on the left and higt
°!1. the : . ven and 8 rt of the
;
right the road is some uneven & P2

P ghere the poad first comes to
rom

- way very sideling.
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the bluff to the point of leaving is not far from 40
or 50 rods. Leaving the bluff the river bears off to
the left upwards of a mile bDetween ranges of high
mountains & then bears off to the right again, some
less than  a mile the road leaves the river and passes
off westward through an open ravine about 2% miles when
it emerges on to a small plain. Crossing this it rises
a hill of gradual ascent for something less than a
quarte:f of a mile and then descends to ths river over
a very stony road upwards of a mile. Caﬁped here after
sundown on fine feed. Distance traversed nct far from
15 miles.

AU0GUST 7th
Starting from camp at a late hour contirued
up th 1
p the river on 1ts bottcem or valley until 11 ofclock

A. XM,
when the road bore coff to the right through an

open ravine. In less than a mile came out on to a

s8
ge plain rcad scme sandy. Passing over this turning

to the ; 5
rigaht around a large rcck, bore off to the right

up rathsr g at v
s A tesp hill Tas
« Descended into an open ravinos

&+ stony road. Passing through this at

its western extremit .
5 EALDSZIVY a8rcse & ]3._111 and turned to the

lo2

% AT

e e et g 47 A

e Pt P e

y ¢ : d AT T
T et oS A s e N
& it b i

e

ieft. Descended to the river over &.very uneven, 3steep

& stony road to ths bottem land of the river. Arrived
here between 1 & 2 o'clock P. M., Ca=zped here. By
driving the stock over the river obtained gcod grasse.

Plenty of good grass below less than 1 a mile on the

aide on which our camp is situated. River very rapid

and stony.-

.. -AUGUST 8th

In sbout a mile from camp ascended a stony

hill and passed along ths gide of the mountaln 2 fow

rods and then dsscended to the river down a Very steep
& stony but short pitch . Here forded. Uater 2%

feet, very rapid with stony bottam. The river is

here about 8 rods wide. continued up the river &
short distance when turning short to the left arcs® a
Phe descent of this hill at

" elaar of stone. In aboub 30

Uw ==~

steep hill about 20 rods.

the top 1s very steep

bottom land along which w8 cent inued

rods reached the

ged onto the big meadow-

.a quarter of & mils & exmeT
by mourtalns and Ekas

Pnie 1a g largs tract surrounded

) 3 —=im iong the
abundance of EOOd Srass on it. FOJ—LU_:‘I--—% aiTIg
: to the

se
margin of the meado® the river comes in clo

103



base of the hills. In s short distance the road ap-
proaches a deep slue which continues along near the
base of whs hills and in many places approachin

in to the highlands causing the road to p'ass aleng on
the hill side over very stony and aideling places.
Continuing along the slue near a mile it began to
widsn and soon became of considerable width. Bearing
around the polnt of the hill a small stream mskes in
elose to tha hill leaving but 2 narrow spsca for the

reed. This continues near half a mile. Passing up

scme farther the hills approach each other and the
marsh or slue becomes about fifteen rods in width.
Hera the road crosses ahput midway of the marshk, ths
Tun makes down being six feet wide and about three
feet in depth, the marsh &« run hottem quite firm. Im-
madiately after crossing the road bears off to the
right along the base of a mountain for near two miles
& then turns 3ti11 e to the right and crosses over
2 sdge plain and some meadow to the ford of the river.
In making the circult around the slus nine milss 1s

traveled to gain thres. Soms emigrants are now en-

g3ged In building a brush bridge across the slus, near
whara

fal the road first approaches it. Arriving at the
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piver a little after noon cemped end remained untill

Pord shellow most of the way. Stomy bottcm

morning.

with a very rapid current.

AUGUST 9th _
Leaving the river bore off to the right over
a2 sage plain near a mile with rather sandy road to the

base of a low ridge. Rising this continued over a

ertly rolling plain with sonsiderable stomy road to

ear
Pea Vine Spring, twelve miles. This spring is n

ad
the base of a high mountain & to tha left of ths re

. Water good.
a 1ittle less than a quartsr of a mile ater g

i 1srge valley with
To ths northward of this spring 13 a i=io®

In the vicipity of the spring there is
g3 and scme clover.

scme grass.

a
considerable grassg, being bunch gr
in west-

a low ridge
Leaving the spring bore off over

: * wards of a
erly direction. pescending the ridge Up

In the E. West-
1 a mile

to & leve ley.
mile & a half came Onto & 1evel valley

s & shallow pond mear

this valley 1
ern part of consldemble larger-

over but in time of high mater 18

nere 1s plenty of good Bress:

On the S. Eaat side t

a pound most
of the po&s =%
Crossing the valley and the bed

4 over to
E idge
Rising -3 low rils

pssse
an excellent road.
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ascther vallay In walch there. 13 an aburdance of fine

red top azd other grass. 4 small Tun msXes down tarcugh

this valley. Eo¢ rumnizng ¥ater Dub 2cme in pocls. Camped

kere for ths nizat.

AUGUS? 10th

Contimied down the valley mear eight miles,
rcad good. Leavirng the valiley or rather bottom bore
off to the left towards the base of the mountain. In
about g mile drive over sandy ssge vlain with a iittle
ascent. A4rrived at the foot of an oren ravine or nar-
ro¥ valley which ascendsd very gracduslly e the summit
of the mouxtain. Hcad zood. From the foot to the top
of the ascent throuzh the ravioe is between % a mile &
3/4. Within a few rods of the Summit is a apring,
waler not very zood. The summit of ths mountain from
Pea Vins Szring, 15 miles. A%t tias swmit of the mcun-
tain wa ent ‘ assing over ths road
gradually descerds through a sags plain near two milss
ard then enters a larze srd beautifal velley asbounding
in large quantities of mos: e;{cellent- Srass. esging

onto the valley near thres milas, camped on a tribu-

. s
‘tary of Pesthsr River a 1ittls aftsr aoon, it being

e

oLl

e

| 14

upwards of 12 miles from this branch to water again.

AUGUST 1lth
Leaving cemp at an early hour continued
across the valley to a spring 12 miles, water good.
¥ooning here continued on to Beckwith, three miles.
Here 1s the first cabin on this rcute to the mines.
Here the roads fork, the left band leads to Seventy-.
3ix, 13 miles distant. This 1s a quartz mining town.
The left{right] hand or Beckwith leads to Earysville.
Passing through a mumber: of fine vallies azeog which

the American Valley is the most poted. Passing on .

” v s t seven miles
from Beckwith on the rigit nznd road abou

~ &3 ter
camped in & small valley with a spring of gox ¥

we ent-
and entirely surrounded by pine timber. This

: OULLT
ered at Beckwith or War horse ranch.” Tke © 7

o heavil
passed over from the ranch is in aome rleces >

ne or two
timbered and quite uneven, there being @

her on tke
heavy hills to ascend and gescend. The west with
freshing
mountain is delightful, belng cool and TEIX

a clear sky nights, heavy frosts.
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AUGUST 12th

In a short distance from camp ascended a
h1ll. Passirg over this and a number of other smaller
hills in few miles drive descended to Grizly Valley
across which the road passes. This valley 1s about
fuo miles over with but 1ittle grass untill reaching
its western side. Here a apring run makes down from
the mountain on thé left. Along this there is some

fine feed. 3Shortly after entering the valley from the

east a smai1l creek is crossed the wster passing off to
the left. PFrom the west side of tne valley a narrow
valley makes off in a westerly course. Down this the
road runs occaslcnally passing through polnts of tim-
ber that makes into the valley. The valley 1is guite

broken with timber. A small run makes through the

valley atthis time, no running water, it being in pools.
Marsh or valley quite wet in some places. This valley
cred by high mountains oo either hand. Continu-
ing down the valley nocned within three miles of its
lower end. Pursuing our course down the valley occa-
sionally 'leaving it and passing over points of timbsred
land at last emerged into a amall and narrow valley
which leads to the ¥ain Valley at the lower end of
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¢re principal valley. Camped for the night. Evening

cool.

AUGUST 13th
In a short distance from camp crossed a small
run, crossing rather wad. d4bout a guarter of a mile
from camp reached the foot of the mountain which 1is
heavily timbered with pitch pine, fir, spruce & Norway
ins Passing on to the timber the rise was VETy

PinSe

littie for‘near a quarter of a mile. Here crossing a

rding the
szall spring run smmediately ccmmenced ascending

mountain. The ascent quite steep for near % a mile.

Road good being amooth and free Ircs stone. Fram t:-his
point the ascent for 10 or 12 rods was Very steep & ]
stony. The road from the top of this ascent bore of
to the right a short dld?ance and passed ground a

ny n that direc-
point‘. to the 1sft & continued on in
sto

tion for near a ml 1g or moTe pasaing oveT S
I
the foot of the prin-

ce very

stony and short steep pitches to

he asce
cipal ridge. We here commenced D€

nt of the heav-

oun’ the States,
tgin on the route frou
i -mz ascend

=i

wr

being very stony and steepe Doubiisng

r of a mile.

Eere the road becare less

near a quarte
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steep, passing on é short distance, gradually rising
untill reaching a still steeper rise than yet.met;
doubling team passed up to the summit. The mountain
side stony and heavily timbered with fir, some of the
trees being 4 feet over. Bearing to the right passed
along on the top of the ridge for some distance with
some snow banks at the right. From the summit of this
ridge the valley co;vered with timber 1s in full view
and far below across the valley ten or 15 miles and
to ths left many more. ‘I‘l_'xa principal ridge of ths
Sierra Nevada range are in view, thelr summits covered
with snow. To the left many miles distant are scme
very high peaks covered with everlasting smow. Within
h_al.fla mile from the point ofwhere we reached the top
of the mountain the road descends for near a quarter
of a mile & then bears off short to the lefs rassing
along the mountairn side, some parts being very gideling
2 stony. Descending some 50 rods over an excesdingly

stony & rocky piece of road turned short to the right

and were at the top of the steepest descent of any con

the routs traveled over. Passing down this pitch some

20 or 30 rods the road turned to the left still descend-

ing with very deep dust and some stone, The descent
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" a mlle crossed the spri

st:1l continued for 5 or six miles occasicnally des_cend..
ing e‘xcsedingly steep places, after passing down from
the surmit pear two miles the road continues to the
va],ley." On a ridge to the right in a deep ravins is a

spring run of fine water. A little below on this run

soze emlgrants are mining. Ths mountain side is heavily
timbered with pitch pine, sweet pine, white cedar,

spruce & a Very 1ittle oak. A little after noon ar-
rived in a small valley at the base of the mountain.

fere is a ranch. Camped here the remairder of the

day.- being heartily tired of our pass over the moun-

This valley 1s in the mining region being six
eeks.

tain.

cT
miles from Nelson Creek & & mumber of other

g valley on the south., A

A high mountain borders thi

) alley-
small run makes down through tke v ¥y

AUGUST 14tk
ipg dc=n alley near
Legwing camp proceedingd domn the ¥ ¥
ng run mentioned on the mountaln

+ ipn width with 8
a1de which 1s here about 10 OT 12 fee :
short distance belcw the firs

a

. In
stony bottom e i .

narroe’

- d a DAY
crossing the road entere

. The
1e crossed the crfeek 6 tirces

than 3/4 of a mi
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ecrossings and the road between the fords was most
wretched being very sldeling and stony, belng large
boulders. This is the worst pisce of road passed
over from the States here. In about 12 mile from
camp arrived 2t the American Ranch. This is situated
on the American Vailey. This valley 1s situated be-
tween high ranges of mountains & has a small creek
passing through.it & with much good pasturage. Cattle
& mules ars herded here at $3.00 per month per hesd. -

We here disposed of our tesm at $65.00 a yoke and the

same for wagon.

AUGUST 15th & 16th

Lay in camp to rest after our long & wsarl-

scme journey across the plains.
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by gold dust per claim

CR. AT FZLSOH CHEEK.

$7.33
5.25
6400
2.45
8.00
4.75
1.00
3.12
10.00
3.50 .
14.00
6.75
4.43
6.50
2.20
3.00
3.25
1.95
2.28
2.27%



EXPEESES AT NELSON CREEK.

From Wednesday, dugust 18, /52 to Tuesday Eve. dug. 24, J

Beef .75
Bread . _«50
Gold Pan 2.00
Crackers W37
Bread .50
Beaf . 1.00
Do 2.75
Bread & Pile 2.50
Beef 1.75
Co. 12.12

From August 24 to Saturday Evening, 28th, for board

at 310 pr week for Den, self & hsnd

Aug. 25. Dr. to one dsy's work. co slg."s?‘
Aug. 27, Dr. to one shcvel. co 2.$
Sep. 2. Dr. to ons Rocker. co 10:00
Sep. 4. Dr. to Beard per self, Don & hand. :
Sept. 4. Dr. to labour six days at $3.00 18.00
3ep. 5. Dr. to two pair drawers. . 4.00
Sep. 18. To one peir sheep gray pants 5.00
Oﬁt. g. To one palr boots quo
- To one pair wrappers 5:00
Oct. 2. To washing 5 1.50
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ingust 24 Dr. to S. Ballou

. 24 to Sep. 4.
e labour on wheel &c at §8.00 per day

S. Ballou Dr. to sixty dollars gold

« 5.
3 % . dust pald to I. Sherwin
days work
Sep. 15th. S. Ballou Dr. to eleven day
e on wheel & pump from Sep. 4th at
$8.00 per day
Ballance
Sep. 16th. B. Stephen's & Co. Dr.
- to one day's 'or_k on pump
Sep. 19th. B. Stephen's & Co. Dr. o

to one day's work on sheel & purmp

Sep. 18th. Rhodes & Co. Drs.
: to work done on the
making elevatornryump
Rhodes & Co. 3. )
Po labour from 3ep. 20th to Sep-
2Bt-h’ e Rec'd Payment

17th & 1Eth

Seward & Co. Drs.
to labour froo Segzé io;hd;;s.
Oct. 4th. three Rec'dzPayment

Oct. 4th.
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$200.00
S. Ballou, Dr. to six dajys

48.00

60.00

$28.00



