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56 The author started troa St. Joseph on the seventh of April arrived at Salt Lake 
on the twent7-third of June, and there obtained a supply ot provisions, and trash 
meant and reached the !Bines at Placerville on the firth of August having laid b7 in 

all about twenty five da1s. 6 

-From S) 0 Joseph the road runs through the bottom, which is cOV'ered with a dense 
growth of cotton-wood and other timber. It is very crooked, and in soae places ex-
treaely mudd7. ·· 

Clear Creek, at the toot of the Bluffs, is a tine placo tor cu.ping. From here, 
the road is somewhat hilly, to Mosquito Creek; low bottom on the east side or this 
Creek, some timber on both sidea. .Frott here the road is quite hilly. 6 

15 21 
Wolf Creek--Low wide bottom on the east sideo There are some old dilapidated 

Indian huts, and farms, in the bottom near the Bluffs. Banks of the Creek ver, 
steep and miry. The Indians have a temporary bridge across the stream. They charge 
twenty-five cents tor each wagon that crosses. 5 26 

51 Indian Agency.--At. this place there are quite a number of Aaericans living, in 
the employment or Government. It is the agency of the lliui and liekapoo Indians. 
There is a Missionary Station here, several f'ine farms, and a good school for the 
education of Indianso 4 JO 

11111 Creek, is a small stream in the prairie, some green elm trees standing on 
its banks, a few rods above the road. 5 35 

S!f]l Creek~Left or the road; aome timber on its banks; good place to camp. 
22 5'1 

Grove; balf' mile north of the road, good place to camp. 6 6.3 

Grove on a small creek, to the right of road; nice place, and good camping ground. 
10 73 

Small Creek, one mile north of road. Plent7 or tiaber and water. 12 85 

1fe11ehaw Creek--This is a beautitul streaa of clear water; plenty of timber, and 
a delightful place to caap; banks a little rocky on the east side. 'f 92 

Little lemehaw--Plenty of timber and good water. 

Small Creek in the prairie; plenty of water and some timbet'. 

12 104 

12 lo6 

Rock Creek--Some green elms on the banks or the creek; plent7 or good water. 
4 120 

' Blue River-Should this stream be up, you will have to build a raft to cfosa on. It 
ia about tif't7 1ards wide, and 11 very rapid current; the stream abounds with ex-
cellent fish. 18 138 

Small Creek in the prairie; some tiaber half a mile frOII the road, on each side. 
10 148 

Small Creek--Plent7 of standing water........ 10 158 

SmAll Creek--Plenty of water and soae green timber, halt mile north of the road. 
7 l6S 
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58 W;rtht Cree)$.-Plent7 or tiaber, and good water. After this several small streams 
to cross and ateep hills to ascend and decend [sic.] . 7 172 

Big Sandy--Good water, and some timber ..... 13 18S 

!!a Sangx.-Thia stream is ver-r wide, the bed or which is composed or loose sand, 
in which the water sinks, in dry weather. l.3 198 

Little Blue River, ..2.£ Allerican ~.-This ie a deep narrow stream, or beautitul, 
clear, running water ~ It~ banks are skirted with a thin growth of cottonwood. You 
travel up it fort7-tour miles;~camping places all along the river.. 12 210 

]!QA£ leaves the River ••• . . 44 254 

Small Creek in the prairie; so• tiaber, but the water 1B not good. 4 258 

Small Creek.--Good water, and some ti11ber. 3 261 

Platte River.-It ;your stock should be very dcy, it is best to go directly to the 
river; it not, take the left hand road along the foot of the Bluffs, as by it you will 
save two miles. 17 27 S 

Fort learnex:.--Good camping place, and good grazing for stock on the islands. You 
will not be alla1red to graze your stock nearer than one mile of the Fort. The Fort is 
situated near the head or Grand Island. J'rom Fort learney you will travel •ost of the 
way near the banks of the riYer, on a good level road, until you arriTe at. 

10 288 
Pluab CrHk.-Tbere is a beaut1.ful grove ot timber on this-creek, about halt mile 

·to the left of the road, at the toot of the Bluf'fs, but no water at the grOYe in dey 
weather-but y-ou will find plenty .below the road. Drirt-wood plenty, for fuel, along 
the banka of the creek. .36 324 

Pond in the prairie, a few rods south or the road, plenty of water for stock. 
Iou will also find good 16 340 

S9 water tor cooting purposes, b;y digging about five teet. You will have to use buffalo 
chips tor tuel.--Tbe road here runs about two miles troa the riYer. 

12!.!R. Slough on the right or the road, supplied with water froa the river , l!nd 
affords plent7 for stock, and camping purposes. 

!Q.Q1 of Brad,:•a Island ..... 15 369 

Road arrives at the river; good camping place opposite a small island, fro• which 7ou 
can get fuel. A tew trees along the ban, of the river. fb.e Bluff• opposite this 
becoae wch higher than they are below, and approach nearer the river, with occaaion-
all7 a tew cedar trees growing on them. 3 3'12 

Cottonwood Creek.--Some tillber on this creek, and good water. 

Ash Creek-Some timber, but no water •••• 

3 315 

2 311 

Small Creek--Plenty of water, but no fuel. 
trOll the river. 

The road here, runs about a aile 
2l 398 
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Crossing !Ji. South Fork.-Tbe river here 1a near a mile wide, but ia not 
bad to cross. Fro• here, the best way is to go arcwid the point of the 
Bluffs, that lie in the torlca ot the river, and take up the Talley of the 
north fork. 

Cedar Blutfs.--At this place the road leaves the river, and ascends a 
long hilll to the top ot the Bluf'ta. Road good, long hill to descend. {See 
lote lat. J 

Road returns to the river • .From here it keeps near the river, to Ash 
BollWlf. 

Cedar Grove.-This is a beautiful little grove of cedar trees standing 
near the banJca or the river.--Atter traYelling from here about two miles, 
you will ascend a ye-ry long hill, ye-ry steep in places, from the top ot 
which you will descend to 

7 405 

24 429 

12 441 

24 46S 

60 Am Holl'w.-You reach the creek about a mile from the river. It is a 3 468 

61 

••r-r eaall strea.a with· aoae springs along its banks, and rocky bluffs on 
each side, rising to the height ot several hundred teat. 1ro11 here the 
road runs near the blut.fe most of the way to Lawrence Creek, leaving the 
riTer from one to two •ilea distant, on the right. But you can easily get 
water by digging from three to four teet, which is the easiest ••1 to get 
it tor camping purposes. The blutte along here are high and rocky", and form 
a very handsome and picturesque appearance, upon the tops ot which, tar in 
the distance, are several small groves of cedar trees. About twenty miles · 
above Ash Hollow, you will come in sight ot Court House and Chimney Rocks-­
the toraer at the distance of about twenty miles, and the latter about 
thirty-aix. Their appearance :f'roa here is sublime and beautiful. The road 
ia very aandy in places. You will cross two s•ll streams about ten miles 
before you get to Lawrence. 

Lawrence Creek. __ This is a broad, ahallowr stream. 

Chimney Rock.--Prom here there are two roads to Scott's bluffs; one 
runs near the upper range of bluffs, and the other keeps near the river 
twelve miles further, and then bears oft to the lett; intersects the tirst 
about f'ive miles below the bluffs. After you leave the river on the lower 
road, Jou will find no water for fifteen ailes. There is no water on the 
other road, in dry weather, until it gets near the bluffs. 

Scott's Blufrs.--This is one of the moat delightful places that nature 
ever toraed. The lofty bluffs on each side of a low valley, fora a hand­
some and striking contrast. Roubadaux•s trading post is at 
the upper end of this Talley, sheltered on each aide and at the upper end 
bf imllense rocky blutfe , with here and there a cluster or sull cedar and 

, pine trees, growing among the rocks. Froa the top of the bluffs you have 

I a tine view of Laramie Peak, in the Black Billa at the distance of one 
hundred miles. 

,---· 
Sp]l itreaa.--Some water, but no wood. Prom here road is descending 

about nine ailea. 

S!f]l Creek--Water not good; banks very steep. 

.38- 506 

18. 524 

.30 554 

3 551 

8 565 

Horse Creek.-this creek is about one hundred feet wide, but very sbal- 1 566 
low. lio f'uel here. The road from here to the river somewhat hilly and aand.1. 
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Box llder Creek-Plent7 or water, but not auch tillber. 

Forchebois• River.-This is about i"ort1 feet wide, with & Tery rapid 
current. Plenty or timber tor C&Mping. The road is quite sand7 froa here 
to the ri Yer. 

l 694 

~ Creek-Here is a beautiful grove or timber, and an excellent placw 5 106 
to camp, and b7 driving stock up the creek about a mile, you will find good 
grasa. There is a coal bank about half a mile above the road, on this stream. 

1st~ Hollow, with steep banka. • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • •• 2 708 

Groye of ismall timber, on the bank or the river, at the toot or the 7 715 
bluffs. 

2d Deep Hollow, or crooked, auddy creek. • • . • • • • • • • • • • • 1 116 

Jg Deep Hollow-Miry banks, BOll8 tillber on it. • • • • • • • • • 

. . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . ••• . . . . . . 

. . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 
4th Deep Hollow. 

S'th Deep Hollow 

Small Creek ••• . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 
Upper Cfoasing of Platte River.~Bere were five good ferry boats kept 

almost constantly running for several weeks in the auuer ot 18.5'0. They 
charge 

64 too.r dollars for crossing a wagon. Froa here the road bears gradually off 
!rom the river seven miles, where it will ascend a long hill, on the top 
of which, on the left or the road, are some singular looking rocks. You 
will then descend a long hill, at the foot of which the earth has the ap­
pearance of having been thrown up by volcanic eruptiona. (See note 3.) 

6 

3 

132 

72S 

.3 728 

6 734 

Mineral Spri,ngs .!:aS, Laka,-These are considered poisonous. The water l.3 794 
looks clear and beautiful until it is stirred up or trampled in by stock, 
when it becomes black. About seven miles further, the road descends aver, 
steep hill, then passes between soae high rocks, that torm a kind ot gate-
wq. 

Alka]i Swamps yg, Spripgs.-This is a van.,-, surrounded by- bluffs 9 758 
ot considerable height, but very uneven in their appearance. You should 
not allow 1our anillale to drink any- water in this vicinit7. 

Small Creek--Very little water in this creek, and bas not a good taste, 4 762 
but is not poisonous. You leave this on your lert. 

Willow Spring,is about three rods west of the road, under SOiie willow J 76S 
bushes. The water is cold and good. Iou will find gfass very scarce 
through here, and no fuel except sage brush, which ia also scarce. You 
will find but little wood or an7 kind, after leaving the terr, on the Platte, 
except sage brush and willow bushes, until 7ou arrive at Green River. Proa 
this spri.Dg 7ou. ascend a long hill, troa the top or which you will have a 
tine Tiew of the Sweetwater Mountains. 

Slough-Ver, auddy aDd a117. About a mile further the road ascends and 4 769 
descends a steep hill, 
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Road returu to the river. Fro11 here the road is very good, and keeps 
near the river twent7 two mil.ea. 

Fort Laran•.-Thia place is situated in the valley or the Laramie river, 
on the north side, and about a aile and a halt above its junction with Platte 
river. 1'1• best way here is to cross the Laramie river about one mile below 
the fort, and go up the valley of Platte. There is a road f':roa the fort that 
goes over the hills at some distance from the river, which is several aile• 
shorter than the river road; but it is so extremely rough and hilly, that 
the elligrant would lose time· bf taking it. 

Steep HilJ..to ascend; somewhat rocky, but not lengtq. (See note 2d.} 

Steep Hill to ascend and descend. Proa here the road is very hilly tor 
several miles. It leaves the river about a mile above this hill, and will 
not return again under twenty miles. 

62 Bitter Creek.-Bere is a tine grove of timber and plenty of' good water 
in the creek, a fer, rode below the road. 

Dead Timber Creet~Plent7 of timber and good water. There are several 
springs, which rise in the bed ot this creek, that af'f'ord a eupply ot good 
water, and is a good place for coping. the road runs down the valle7 of 
thiB creek about a aila, to the river bottoa, then keeps near the river aost 
or the wa7 for about twant7-t1Ye miles, occasionally diverging f'roa it, 
and crossing aoae steep rocky hills. 

Horse Creek.-tbis is a beautiful stream, feel by the melting snow on 
Laruie Peak and the surrounding mountains. Fine chance tor caaping. You 
will now find the grass growing scarce. The emigration of the last two 
seasona, having been for several weeks together grazing stock, has entirely 
killed the grass, so that in ll&D1' places your only chance will be to seek 
tor it aoae distance fro• the road. You will find it extremely scarce for 
about three hundred milea. !bout ten lliles above here, you will find a good 
chance to cup, hear the river banks, where there has once been a grOYe ~ 
tillber, but has all been cut down by the Indiana to get the bark and buds tor 
their ponies. About three ailes further, the road leaves the river and as­
cends a very long, gravelly hill, at the top of which you •ill intersect 
the ridge road, opposite Laramie Peak, where 7ou get the last view or it. 
You will now descend a very long hill, and in some places steep. 

La Bonta River.-This is a rapid running streaa, about twenty yards wide. 

Branch ,2t ,IA Bonta--Good water and plent7 of tiaber. The earth !or two 
or three miles on each 

63 aide ot thia, baa a dark red appearance. About six ailes froa here you will 
cross a amall atreaa, but no water in the drT season; and six miles tUl"ther, 
7ou will cross another of the sue character; and aboutbalf a mile further 
you will come to another, down the channel of which you will travel about 

i 

two hundred yards. Plenty of water, and f'uel. Road tolerably hill7. Country 
barren and sand7. 

Laprele River.-Bold; rapid current, about two rods wide. Plent7 ot 
timber. 

Sraal.],. Creek-Doubtful about water in the dry season. 

11 51 

Z7 6(1 

7 6i 

4 61! 

13 62~ 

3 63] 

10 ~ 

28 669 

5 674 

1S 689 

4 693 
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65 near the toot of which, on the west side, ia a aaall creek, a tew rode 
south ot the road. And about two and a half miles further, 7ou come 
to another small creek. Ioa travel about a •ile on this creek. The 
country along here is barren, and very sandy 1n placea. 

GreasewoQSl Creek.--Belmr the crossing, the bott011 is covered with a 
dense and very large growth or sage brush. The roed troa here to Swen­
water river, is •ostl7 sandy, and in some places rough, occaeioned by­

little knobs ot earth in the prairie. 

Alkali Springe and Lakea.--At thie place are several acres of low, 
nup1 ground, coYered with a crust or saleratua, in places several inobea 
thick, which at a distance has the appearance or snow. 'the ground under 
this is yer, llll7• The aalera.tus is frequently gathered b7 eaigranta 
and used in aaki.Dg bread. AbOllt four miles further you arriv• at Sweet­
water. Grus short on this streaa, and no tiaber. 

Independence Rock.-This rock stands on the north side or the river, 
and is so close to the bank that there is but rooa enough for wagons to 
pass. It ia oaapoaed or hard granite, and ia a singular curioait7. It 
etande isolated and alone, bear a mile .f'roa any other rocks or chain ot 
mountains. It waa first discovered by a·party ot explorers, on the Fourth 
of July, who, in honor or that great day, gave it the naae it now beara. 
It is six hundred yarde long, about one hundred and twenty wide, and about 
a hundred and titt7 feet high, g1laduall7 sloping .t'roa the ground up, so 
that the top is accessible from almost ever, point. It bears the naaes 
ot thousands ot emigrants, put on with paint. 

66 [Picture or Independence Rock] 

67 Ford !1f.. Sweetwater .-The river here i• about eight rods wide, with a 
rapid current. You will f'ind SOiie sandy road as ;you go up this river, with 
soae long and steep hills to ascend and descend as you approach the sUJIUd.t 
or the pasa; but the greater part or the road is good. There is a gfeat 
deal or water standing in pools and poada along this river, which is 111-
preguated rith alkali. You should therefore not let your stock drink any 
water that ie not in a running etreaa. 

Devil's Oate,--1'his is a place where the river passes between perpen­
dicular rock•, f'our hundred t'eet high. Halt a mile be7ond this are two 
sll&ll. creeks, and about seven miles further 7ou will cross a s11all creek, 
with Tery steep banks, and about three-fourths of a mile further, another 
ot th• saae description. 

Road leaves the river. You will now tind a very sand7 road. 

Road returns to the riyer. About two miles further it crosses a 
small creek. 

Bitter Cottonwood Creek.~Here 1• plenty ot water and some green 
treea. The road DOW leaTes the river. 

Road returns to the river. Here, if' the river ia not too high, you 
had better cross it, by which you will shorten the distance and save so• 
heavy traveling in the sand, though 7ou will have to tord the river three 
tiaes after this, betore you get back to the uin road; but the crossings 
are not difficult. This route, the road passes between high and rocky 
bluffs. 

6 7'75 

6 781 

5 786 

1 181 

4 791 

12 803 

'7 810 

; 815 

6 821 
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Junction with lb!. old road.-The road here leaYe& the river, and 
7a11 will tind no good water tor 

68 seventeen miles. About six llilea trom the junction are several acres 
of lotr, tlat land, about eighteen inches below tbe surface of which is a 
bed ot ice, about two inches thick. It is 8011ewbat illpregnated with 
alkali; but a. little won1 t hurt 7ou. 

Road returns to the river, which it again crosses. You ·will notr 
cross the poillta ot aom.e high blufte, and return to the river again 
in about £1•• 111.les. 

Road leaves the river. In the next tive Iii.lea, you will travel 
over a succession ot hills and hollows, and some ot them, very rocq 
and steep (Sae note 4.) 

So.ft Swamp .!!!9. .!!.tt a•ll Creek,-.lbout two miles turtber, 7ou will 
croes a couple of saall creeks. 

Strawberry Creek.--Oood water and SOile willows. 

Quakenasp Grove.--This 1B a little grove or small trees south ot 
the road. 

Korth .lPl:k .9f. Sweetwater--About three rods wide. 

Willow Creek-About one rod wide. Plent7 ot willow bushes. 

Sweetwater-Last crossing; good place to cup. 

Snw11f 9l. tbe Soyth Paaa • • • • • • • • • • • . . . . . . . . . . 
Pacific Spr1ngs,to the right of road. These springs .fora a small 

atreaa, which you will cross abou• a mile and a half below the springs. 
The count17 westward troa here baa the appearance ot a vast plain, which 
7ou will tind very barren, being void of alaoet eveey kind of vegetation, 
except aage brush. 

Ra Sandx.--Soae water in this creek, but bas not a good tute. 

ls!tk at the~ .L!k!. .!ml ~blette Routes.-We will here follow the 
road b7 the Salt Lake. 

8 829 

17 846 

10 856 

8 862 

4 866 

1 867 

3 870 

2 872 

; 877 

9 886 

3 880 

11 900 

6 906 

Franklin Street 
Cal,if'ornia in 185'0 
Cincinnati, 1851 
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Celitotpia in 1850 

Botes 

86 lote 1.-In consequence or a rugged range or rocky bluffs, that approach closel7 

~ 

to the river, ·for about eight ailea, ao .. of the points or which stand abruptly upon 
the water's edge, it becaae necesaar, tor the road to leave the Talley, and ucend 
to the top or the bluf'ts. With but ver, little expenee, these rocq points could be 
remoTed, and the road continue along the bank or the ri•er. Si11Uar obstructions are 
found at .Ash-hollow, Scott'• Blutts, and a little belc-. Port Laraaie, all ot which 
ca.il.d be easily removed, and would open a continuous line of level road, !'roa the •outh 
of Platte River to Fort Laraaie, a distance or over au hundred llilea, on which no grad­
ing would be required, and but r .. bridgee-none ot any aagnltut•, except across the 
•outh Fork ot Platte. Soae suppose a bridge could be sa.t'el.7 constructed across it, on 
piles driven securel7 in th• bed ot the river. The scarcit7 or timber along this route, 
111 considered b7 ll&D)" a -rer, serious obstacle to the construction of a railroad; and 
aou auppoae it will alwaya be an insuperable barrier to the work. .But such opinions 
are,J think, very illproperlT tounded. .ll~ougb th• route lays alaoat the whole dis­
tance through a Tast plain, to the east root ot the Sierra ffeY&da, 7et there an, oc­
casional bodies o£ tiaber on aoae ot the water courses, and on the •ountains, in the 
vicinit7 or the road, troa which foundation ti•bera, autficient tor the track, as far 
as Salt Lake, could be obt.tined, and also tor culverts across the saall atreau. Then 
troa Salt Lake westward, the timber would have to come f'roa the eastern slope ot the 
Sierra lnada, where there ia a great abundance ot pine and .tir, and ilulenae water 
power tor coUYerting thea into luaber. The luaber tor all the heaV7 bridges, would 
b&Ye to be carried out as the road progresses. There ia timber sutticient on Grand 
Island, tor the .foundation ot a railroad, f'roa the aouth or Pla.tte River to the cross­
ing or the South Fork, and probabl7 to l'ort Larallie. Above Fort Larallie, in the Black 
Hills, and en the water courses, between there and the crossing ot the lorth Pork, 
sufficient .t'ouodation tiabera could be obtained for the road, as tar as the aUllllit ot 
the South Pass. Then froa there to Salt Lake, enough could be found on Green, Bear, 
and Weber ri¥•r•, and on other water courses, to euppl7 the road to the Mormon settle-
ment, in Salt Lab vallq. 

From Port Laramie, •• have near fifteen hundred Idles ot extreaely aountainoua 
count?7 to travel through. Yet the road has been so judicioual7 selected along the 
valleys and water courses which iDtervene between the aountaina, that we baYe a 
greater extent ot lnel road, than is to be found 1n the saae distance, in one dir­
ection, 1n arrr part ot the 1lnited Statu. Although there are •D7 long and tedious 
hills to aacend and descend, yet in what direction. e&11 we travel titt.een hundred or 
two thousand ail es 1n the States, without finding equally as MD.J' such. 

Iote 2 .-Here the road will have to leave the valley, as the river above this 1• 
canoned for aneral miles, between high and perpend:icular ledges or rocu, that •ill 
alwaya be insuperable obstacles to a road, and force it tor about twentT ailea, OTer 
a 'Very hitly count17, that will require auch he&YJ' grading. ait attar it Joina the 
r1Ter bottoa again, it will tind but few serious obstacles 1n the wa7, below the 
croaaing or the Borth Fork. The point• ot aoae rocq bluff'• will have to be cut down, 
which will be all that is necessar:, to continue the road along the valley. 

lote 3.-The road here will have to leave the river, and cross several long hills, 
as the river is again canoned between high rocky blutta. 

lote 4.-Th.e hills along here can nearly all be avoided by cutting a_,, points 
J ot the bluff that approach the riyer, and continuing the road along the valley. Arter 
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leaving the billa on Sweetwater, we find none ot any Mgnitude that a road ia coa­
pelled to cfoaa, until we arrive at Fort Bridger. The hills between there and Salt 
Lake, that the road now crosses, cannot be avoided; as the streams, where they pass 
through the aountaiu, are generall7 closely canon!<! b7 rock7 bluffs, that would re­
quire more labor to remove than to grade the hills. 

Franklin Street 
California in l8SO 
Cincinnati, 1851 

(Newberry Microtil• 2 - 7) 
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California in 1850 

J!2U [!:9Jl £.gunctl Blutf'a ,...SU ill! Borth side 9f.. Platte River, 
~~Laramie, where J1 p.tersects the ll• loseph Roa.d. 

this 1ras partl.1 copied tros a guide, published. by the first Morson explorers who 
visited Salt Lake. It was published for the benefit or their brethren, and was very 
accurate in f!IVery particular, 

Pappia Creek-High banb, some tiaber. Arter this the road is crooked and 18 
uaeven to 

. . . . . . . . . . . ]lk112E!!.--Plenty ot timber ·on its banks. ~ •••• 

S111all Creek, ten feet wide; not 11\lCh timber here. 
Platte--Plentyof' ti.aber ••••••••••••• 

. . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 
9 

l; 
l 3 

Small .LA!!~ beside the road; no tiaber • • • • • . • • • • • • • • • . • 3 

Circular Jd!k!.2!:~--There are a number of small lakes along here tor 
two llilea; no tillber. 

Road returns to the river ••••.••••••. • • • • • • • • • • • 

Su]l Creek, twelve feet wide. Plenty of timber. Bo water after this, 
without leaYing the road. 

~ 1!g,, side of the road. Good place to caap • . . . . . . . . . 
~, south or road. Plenty ot timber close to road • • • . . . . . . . 

. . . . . • 0 • . . . . . . . . . . . ,L,mm .l.8£k.-Good place to cup •• 

~ .!!S tiJ!>er' south ot road . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 
Looking Glass Creek~Plent7 of timber . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 
ken&~, eouth of road~ Some timber on the south bank. . . . . . . . 

. . . . . . . . Beaver River, twenty-rive teet wide. Plant7 or timber 

fl,U!lb Creek~lot a good place to camp ••••••• • • • . . . . • • • • 

!!h. Creek.--Soae timber, but no good ca.aping place • • • • . . • • • 

Ford gt_ .L2!Ul P'ork.--About three hundred yards wide • • 

Cedq Creek, eight rods wide; aoae tiaber •••••• 

• • • • • • . . . . 
. . . . .. . . . . . 

Read leaves the river, and turns up a ravine . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 
Road descends troa the blutts. Art.er descemUng, 1ou cross a creek about 

twelye teet wide; bank sort. 

lbu!!.r Ford .Qt ~ Pork • • • • • • • • • • . • • • . • • r • • • • • • • 
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8 3/,1 
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2 1/2 

11/4 
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4 3/4 

6 1/4 
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1850 - Franklin Street~ 2 

[Road north or Platte River) 

Road asoende the blutts; road heav,- and sandy •• . . . . . 
Prairie Creek, twelYe feet wide; banks sort. Some tiaber. 

f.l!tte River· • . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 
Wood River-Plent;r ot timber, and good place to caap 

The road. now runs troa one to two miles troa the river. 

Road descends to low land. Good chance for camping 

. . . . .. .. . 

. . . . . . . 

Road ascends to high land. • • • • • • • • • • • • . . . . . . . . . . . 
Deep Rayine, steep descent. ho and a halt 11iles beyond this 7ao.. will 

tind a good place to aaap. 

Creek ..2r.Slaigh,aouth side of road •••••••• .. . . . . . . . . 
Deep, dry Creek, opposite the head ot Grand Island •••• 

.Elm Creek.-Plent7 ot timber, but doubtful about water. 

.. . . . . . . 

Road leaves the river. Good crossing here • . . . . .. . • • • • • . . . 
Crossiqg gl_ Boftalo Creek ••• . . . . . . . • • • . . . . . . . . . 
Willow Late, south of the road. Bo wood here . • • • • ••••.• 

~ ~, south of road. It ie long and Yeq crooked . . . . . . . . 
Deep .4a Creek •••••• . . . . . . . . . • • . . . . . . . 

; 3, 

18 

8 1/ 

3 1/ 

l 

2 

22 J/'1 

5 1/1. 

4 1/J. 

7 /34 

J 1/2 

19 1/4 

8 

2 1/2 

Low Sapdz Bluff, extending to the rivef • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • 14 

SkunJs: Creek, aix teet wide; no tiJlber; bank aott . . . • • • • • • . . . 
• • • • • . . .. . . . . • • . . . . . . . . Crossing ~ Skunk Creek • • 

l!H! .91: la.rah, aouth ot road • • . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 
Spring, of cold water, at the toot of bluf'f's, north of the road. 

,&sm. Sand,: Bluffs, opposite junction of Worth and South Forks. 

. . . . 

. . . . 
Carrion Creek1 ten teet wide. lo tiaber near ••• ~ •• ~ • . . . .. . 
.L!.@1 !Jaber .ml lorth ,!ide ,gt Platte.-Iou will find no aore timber on 

the north side of the riTer, tor two hll!ldred miles, except one lone tree. 
Your only dependence for tuel will be buffalo chips and drif't wood. 

Wide deep Creek.-High banka, but not bad to cross . . . • • . . . . . . 
Black M Creek- No teed here • • • • • " . • • • . . . . . . . . . . ... 

; 

5 

1 

5 1/4 

l 1/4 

3 1/4 

8 1/2 

2 1/2 

3 1/4 
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1850 - Franklin Street -I 

[Road north or Platte River] 

Saall Creek.--Steep bank, but ver7 little water •• . . . . . . . . . . . 
Sorth Bluff Fork, six rods wide; sudd7 water and awirt current, quicuand 

bottom, but not bad to cross. lot auch grass hertf. 

Bluff Creek, four teet wide • •••••• 

Small Creek, running between the bluffs. 

. . . . . . . . ... . . . . . . . 

. . . . • • . . . . . . . . .. . 
Sll&l,l Creek and Spring.-In this neighborhood the ground is naap7. 

Petite Creek, tour teet wide . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 
GQ98e Creek, thirt7 teet ride. Arter crossing this you pass over a 10'1 

range ot bluffs, Vff7 sand7, but only a quarter or a aile wide. Then 7ou de­
scend to the bottoa land again, which you. will tind sort and springy. 

Small Spring Creek.--118.DT springs of cold water at the toot ot the bluff. 

Small Creek, tour feet ride. Plenty ot good water •••••••• . . . 
Duckweed CreeJ, ten teet wide. Good cold spring water here •• 

ShO§l Creek.--lot such water. • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • . . 
Rattlesnake Creek, twenty feet wide; swift current, and sand7 bottom, 

but not bad to cross. 

Cedar B]Jlffs, on south aide of riTer. . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 
Sall Creek, six teet wide. Land sandJ in this neighborhood ••• • •• 

08.!J? Creek, eight teet wide. There aro t•o C1!9ek8 here, about the aaH 
size, but a tew rods apart. You will also cross two other ell&ll creeks three 
quarters of a mile after you cross the last or these. 

SMA)l Creek, three feet wide. 

!,Qlt Creek, twenty feet wide. 

• • • • • • • • • 

• • • • • • • • • 

. . . . . . . . . . . . 
• • • • • • • • • • • • 

Watch Creek, eight feet wide. After this the road runs along the river 
bank, to avoid some swaapa near the bluf'ta. 

Lone!!:!!., north side o£ the river, three hundred yards south ot the road 

Ash B0ll91, south aids river ••••••• • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • 

; 1, 

111/ 

6 1/; 

2 1/1. 

3 l/1.. 

2 3/4 

11/4 

11/4 

11/4 

2 

3 3/4 

l' 1/2 

5 

4 3/4 

4 

13 1/4 

4 1/4 

4 1/4 

2 3/4 

Castle Creek, six rod• wtde; muddy water; swirt current. Quicksand bottoas, 3 
lOlf' banks, but not bad to cross. 

Castle Bluffs, south aide or river. You will cross no 
\3 .ore creeks with water in th••, unless it is a wet time, until you arrive at 

Crab Cr~k, twenty-five mi.lea. Road pretty good. 

Crab Creek, twent7-thw feet wide; very- shoal. Two Idles further yaa 
will see some high bluffs on the right. Bf ascending one of the highest 
ot thea, 100. will see Cbiu97 Rock to the west. 

41/4 

25 1/2 
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1850 - l'ranklin Street ..J 4 

[Road north or Platte Ri•er] 

Sll&ll ~, south aide of road. Good chance to caap. . . . . . .. . . . . 
Cobble Btlls, east t'oot. You. cross three d17 creeks before y-ou-.arrive 

h•r•, and then you travel on another rsnge or sanc:l7 hills. Ascent pretty 
steep, but not very sandy. 

Cobble Bi]]•, west toot • ••••••••••••••• . . . . . . . . .. 

11/4 

; 

2 1/4 

Ancient Bluft, ruins north side of the road, resembling the rui.DS or l 
ancient castles, fortificationa,[etc]. Many rattle snakes concealed in the 
clerts or rocka. 

1,2![ Sandy Bluffs, east .root. . . . . ,. . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 18 

~ Sand,: Blurts, west f'oot. Ut.er this the road is aott, in wet weather, 1 
tor several milea. 

Oppoaite C:higney Rock. The higher land now begins to be barren and sandy. 14 1/2 

Scott's Blufts.~Tbe road runs here near the river. • • • • . . . . • • 

Spring Creek, south ot road; water good. 

Low sandy Bluff's, north side road •••• 

•••• . . . . . . . . • • • 

• • • • • • • • • • • • • • • 

19 1/2 

4 

15 1/4 

Su.11 Creek, two hundred yards south ot the road. By aacending one or 2 
the highest bluffs, you have a Yiew ot Laramie Peak, in the Black Hille. 

Timber, north aide or river. Balance of the way to the North Fork 
very sandy. 

Rawhide Creek, one rod wide . • • • • • • . . . . • • • • • • • • • • • • 

lort Largie. . . . . . . . • • . ... . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 

Route ]?z Sp.bJ,ette' s w_ Greenwood Cyt-otf'. 

5 1/2 

5~ 1/4 

For this I u indebted to the politeness of lfr. D. II. ICelsey, ot lount Pleasant, 
Iowa, tor extracts trom hie journal ot this portion of the route. This branch of the 
route leaves the Salt Lake road nineteen lliles west or the summit of the RockJ loun­
taina, and intersects it again 182 Jlilea beyond Salt Lake City. 

Franklin Street 
California in 1850 
Cincinnati, 1851 

{lewbe:rrr llicrotila 2 - 1) 
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