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TRIP .TO AMERICA& 
J '• ., . ·.· •, �' 

Dec •. rl, -1848: �-
·
Said 1'erewe_{1\�o .t'a:�1i/ :· T�av:eled ·to ·Zu�1ch. and. ·Ba�ie1.·:,· .. ·. 

� Dec.· _22._-::?8;_ · Traj_n .·.to· .M�hlhausen,,. F.o�.t ·coach·· to· Pe.�_is,, . .'t,r.a:Jn. ·�o· LeH,vr�·.' :'-,
1, J .Dec� ?l,. 1848: Boe,t ·· left :LeHavre at. ·4 .p·.14�·. ·;: :·: ,:· :_ :·· · ... :.< .: . ·. ·. . · · .. ·,:- '. · · 
i '· J�n. T, 1849 to Feb·. ·21. -1849.; Our -bb

0

e·t ·,was ·& .
. 
amaii .IJ&il�J'· •. bol,ind····: ... •.·

i . fer New OrlAAnai, name of.Captain Qroasby •. ·1raveUng_ste'eriige, .1·.bad,· \ · 
· to furnish my o'Wn pl'oviejons and do iny own cooking. Was .. aea�iok tor 

a· few hours, 'but enjo_ved trip very much until· we arr.1ved in the Gult, 
where. a terrjble. storm delayed landing for 4. day·,-. .. .. 

Feb. 21, 1849: · First g.limpses ot sho�P.s ·along ·M1asissipp1, not very-
inviting, nothing but swamps and thousands of alligators. New·orlean••
Whet a placof See nothing .but dirt, dirty streets, djrty bcusea and 
dirty people, hope I won't heve to stay here very long. lot t1nd1ng 
work, I made up my m,nd to continue on to.Mex1co*b\lt juat betore .. 
leaving I {tot a job 1n an Omnjbus f"actory, painting and decorating -· .
Omn1busaea end carriages. This was my trade, I liked the place, the 
bosses were sat1at1ed with my work and I stayed f"or 1� months; . ,. 
During that time. I had a touch ot yellow tever, got s�ollen lega · · 
with open sores, but loat only a raw daya or·work. Hewa ot tbe gold
strikes in California had reached Hew Orleans, the "Gold Fever• got 
a hold or me and.I decided to •go weat•1 

ALONG THE WAGON TRAILs·· 

The trjp trom New Orleans to Cal1f"ornie per boat would baye been 
much shorter, but the wide open spaces seemed to tasc1nete me and I:
decided to do 1 t "the hard �ay-• 1 , . 

I traveled by steamboat to St. Louis, spent 5 weeks there, in preparation 
tor the big trip and t�amed up with 4 others,previousl7-unknown to me. 
Ky new partners 1n adventure were J. Kinl.ein, saddlemaker trom St. Louie,
H. Hagelatein, cabinetmaker from St. Louis, G. Eilers, a Ger.man troa 
Hanover and an Irishman whose name I torgot. Al.1 ·ot them lett their 
wives RJ).d children !n st. Louis. . ·:: � 

- ··· ' -. 
We lefts�. Louis per boat on the 26th ot April 1850, 3 o'clock bl 1 
the morning and arrived in St. Joae

1
h on the 5th or May, ·attar a Te'f'7

unpleasant trip. The boat was over oaded, our gang alone-had; one 
wagon ., 6 horses., 

4 mules and much unnecessary �aggage.J 'l'wics •• got 
stuck on sand banks and bad to unload ev.e17thing to rree the boat.· 

In St. Louis, I got acquainted �jth my dear friend Jobh Schneider.
trom Bern, Switzerland and Dr. Huber. 

F. 

There was still snow on the ground as •e debaried at St. Joseph. 
Thousands ot emigrants had arrived here ahea� o� ua. Th• oroaaing 
or the Missouri was· made on tloats ., a very slow process. Finall7 on.,,,. 
llay the 9th, 10 A.K •. came our turn, we crossed and started on our · 
journey toward th9 unknown; We were well equipped, armed to· the . -� 
teeth with guns, revolvers end knives, and expected the tri:p to ".::. r 
CUifornje to be a grand and glorious E1dvent11re, but our �nthus1a8lll 
wa� aoon to be cooled ott • .Al?'eady the first day.only about 6 111lee 
outside st. Joseph,we got stunk in_a s-.,amp encl had to unload twiee 
to ta1n higher grO\lnd. 
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· ·· .,. , .snd animsls had. to suffer m�ch.··. Wit crossed the 116.if Blue Siver•·. · .· .··· ·. : . about. ten times. On t�e 18th of. May we restea,· wor. ed on alll' yagon . ::· 
· 

.. to m�k? it lighter.· and ,discerded many unneces;is.r.y .articles.· On· ·tb• .. ···. · 
20th we arrived_. at the··Lit.tle·Blue R1ver�and found·tll�· f'ir,t gre.ve·a· 

... · ... \":or emlgr&nts, on the 22nd we saw the t� rst rattlesnakes·· _on ·.the 2�rd · .· .. 
. we met the first herd of\blu'talos snd on the 24th- the .first Ind.ian · ·. · village, Pawnee Indianj. · un· the ·25th ,,e crossed a baren piain, .n�. . .. _water or •·ood, very �ot day, had to weer· dust glasses all daj'� .· : .. · � .--.·
.May 26th, �rrived at .Platte Rher; got stuck ln tne drifting .aand .,. · .. · while crossing it and had t«\.be pulled out by another party with oxen. Fee ;s.oo. We �d il moat eev_3re storm that night, hail aton�a· as· big aa eggs and we wor.e nearly killed. The an1ma� ran ott end 
it took us. till noon ne�t day to. f1�d them again.· Hq todder tor tbe 
animals here, so we drove on, made about 6 miles and ·arrived at .. ;··, 

·Fort Kerney/ Near the tort, a blockhouse with 10 soldiers, we rested
a day to dry out dlothing ·and food •. On thit 28th we proceeded al�ng 
the Platte River, to�d no Grink:ing water or tire wood all da7. Th• 
Irishman left us that day to join another party ot Irishmen. On 
the 29th and �0th we saw large herds ot buttaloe also droves ot whit• 
wolves. On the lat of June, we drove along the river and on the 2nd 
crossed it tor the second time, this time.with better ·su�ceas. OR . 
the �rd we traveled over steep bills and arrived at the North ara of
the Platte River where we again ha1 L severe storm, that lasted ell. 
night. Thie is baren, unhoepiteble country, 5 ve"17 den.or snakes 
and wolves. Atter crossing a chain or hills we again arrived at the 
Platte River. What a change or scenery, beeutitul mountains and. 
green plains, dotted with (rsgrant tlowere and juniper trees. 

June 4th. Rain all day, made on1y 8 m!lea, past two Indian Villages, 
Sioux Indians. The roads were getting worse, bad to rest again, Jll8de 
6 miles the tollow1ng day. Found the tirst Indian;bu.r1al site. On 
the 6th made 20 miles, tound no tire wood all day, crossed a big 
Indian village. June 7th, stuck 1n the mud again, desperately depressed, 
resolved to devide all our possessions and leave it to the individual 
to find his own wa7, but 07' evening dec1ded to stick together •111 · · 
we reach Fort Larsmie and sell our wagon there. On the 8th we mad• 
16 miles past two v1llegea ot Cre� Indiana and were nearing two big 
rock tormationca sticking out or the endless plain like guide poata·, .. 
they called them the "Courthouse" and "Chimney Rock.• On the 9th 
we made 22 miles, bad roads, had a storm again. Thia is beautiful 
country, gran1 te hill• or ell shapes and sizes on both aide a. Oa. ·:: ·, · .•. 
the 10th we traveled 24 miles over the•�cotts Blutt•i past two Indian 
v!lleges. From here we had the first. good view ot t e Roc]Q' !lountaina, 
about-100 miles in the distance. June 11th, arrived again at flatte 
River, on the 12th June 1850, tin&lly at fort La.ram1a, 700 •ilea 
from St. Joseph. Here at the croaaing ot the river the emigrant• 
were counted and the records of that day gev$ the following; 22, 275 1111:l,
331 women, 541 children, 6,054 wagons,ll, 796 horses, 5,744 ·mulea, 
12,?24 oxen and 1,554 cows, comparing these figures with the t1na1 
count ot the year 1850, you will aee that we were iD the t1rat quarter
or the emigration. Fort Laramie located about 1 mile from the river 
had a garrison of about 100 cavalry and 200 infantry. There was DO 
chance ot selling the wagon, we had to abandon it. We now divided 
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f . .,,.. .. � . , EU�rs .and· + .·.dHSC&:rded ( 1.e •. :\�r.ew away) all PC?� ab'so.fµt:oit· �e_o-.�.u.n ...... ,_·:C·, .. ·,�..• ,'.s!'•··, .e_qi1lp�en�,- �acked the r_est �� our. animals antl:':left.�ur.·torriier-tr¥��i�·!la··. �:�;,:·f:�.f:::._f_!;
1
·
·
.
�1r_:::· __ :

·_.:_:_:-_·
compani,ons about 5 P • .114. l may add here;· that·.��!!·Jwo·. ot��rs lofi�ea.i,;.,-i··�.-.-<. _ .�h�1r animals with all ki_n.d of ·unneceuar,: .. aturt w.lth ·the' reault -�h�t-· , .. ., 

.th.e ?oor creatures soon died. The two men ar.r1ve4 ·1n Sacramento· tlve: ·-'· ····,,
\ 

'· 
� ... 

weekasaf.ter us and in terrible condition� ·: ·· < . · .. · : , ·: · ... _· ·· · ,. .. .' · · ..... . . .. . . . - : ... : .. 
The weather w�s cold �nd -��i�y� · · I took sick with tever ��d ·o�i1 th• 

·; 
good care or. my par�ner sav.ed m.y lite.· on the 20th we crossed the Flatte River tor the last time, made 22 milea.and camped at Mineral Lake. On the_ 21st we made 50 mil•• over endless ·sandy f'lJts oroa .. d the _Sy,eet Water River on the 22nd paued•Independence Rock·�n.d stopped at noon at tSe•nevila Doo; •• On the 2�rd more

.
sandy tlata� _made only about 20 allea and t_hls being Sunday rested that af't�rnooa. 24th & 25th About 30 milea per day, crossed the Sweet Water River· 

seven times. June 26 & 27 aacended-Southpass•or Rocky Mounta1na1 · deep snow tor hours, tough going. On the 28th we agiln reached th• 
plains and took the road to the left toward Salt Lake. On the 29th 
we crossed two small deserts. sand 5-6 inches deep. we had to walR, 
the horses could hardly manage without the extra 1oad. In the 
evening we arrived at the Green River, crossed on a& existing terry 
for a tee. of q2. 50. ( Old Lombard Ferry?) .This 1s wild and mounta1noue 
country and the roads are bad. On the �0th we crossed the Blacld'ord 
(BlackforkY) twtce and arrived at•Fort Bridger: a blockhouse for 
fur traders. On the 1st of July we again crossed the Blackford and. 
on the 2nd the Hamsford, a dangerous crossing due to the swift current. 
After crossing more snow ccvered mountains we camped in a forest 1n 
the valley, on the evening or the 3rd. July 4, 1850, Independence. 
Da�, I will never forget this one 4th of July. The regular boad to 
Salt Lake City would take about 2 days b\it a short eut over the 
mountain wo,ud take us there in 4-5 hours, so we were told. This 
so..inded good and we "tell tor it." We were about 30 men 1D the 
party with as man1 horses and mules. The ascent ot the steep canyon, 
crossing a •1ld mountain stream 48 timea was indescribable hardship 
tor men and e.nimala, but we finally reached the top about 4 P.K. and 
made camp, not being able to go on. We bad lost three horses on _ thia 
trip, were soaked to the s�in and trembling from hunger and cold. 
From a clearing in the woods we could see Salt Lake City below us 1n 
the valley •. Eilers and I were tirat to leave camp .the. next morning. 

July 5, 1950: Salt Lake Citi; To us a veritable fairyland, .-beautitull7
located and ricSi1 blessed 7 mother nature. The people aee�ed tQ 
be prosperous and very congenial. As many other emigrants had passed 
here, provisions were rather scarce and only after muc� pleading we 
were able to buy 45lbs. tlour tor ,20.20, 16lba. bren f3.20, one 
pound cheese J.25, one dozen eggs j.50 and one quart mila f.40.· 

July 7th, Left Sal� Lake City, road very dusty, slow progress• 
8th made 28 milea past several Mormon s�ttlements. 9th arrived at 
lRst Mormon settlement, Brownsville, stayed two days, bought some.
dried bear meat. Milk and butter were plentytul here, July 12th 
covered over �O miles, saw� hot springs. July l�th, about �O miles,
arrived at Ba�r River. July .14th,. met a troop of Indians, bought a 
pony from them for ,20. July 15th & 16th about 25 miles per day, 
arrived at the 80 called Fprt �all.Road. Th.is was the main road ot

,m,g�st!on, only ccmperat1vely r"w,· those that wanted to see the 
Mormon City or were short on suppltea took the detour. 
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