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ACROSS THE PLAIWS

The following {8 a true story of a trip across the plains
in the early danys and was written 4n 1930 by Louisa ¥. Sweete
lnndy reaident of Cnrson City, Nevada, who ¢elebrated her :
rgolden wedding enniversary a few years ngo.' R

In the vear 1863 Georpge Ve cmbbuok and fanily and his
nged mother left Platteville, Wisconsin, May lst, destination’
Cnliforniae The outfit consisted of covered wagon and six
nule. Ye left Council Bluffs and our train consisted of about:
fAfty wagonae I'rs Kendnll was aprnointed captain of the traine
de left Council Blnffa about the 5tk of lay,y

A son was born to my mother as we were camped on the Flatte
rivers e finnlly started on with a grest marny hapienings ell
along the romds The son that wns born nt the eanp dled a fcw
months later in Flacerville, Californinm, s

There are a grest many things I can hardly renxember, ns
I was not cuite ten yenrs olde ’Slovevery, I will mention a few
thet T can well remembers -

One that imprensed mey, was in foot we all felt dadly over
the death of a litile child, and to think it had to be duried .
out on the plains, WYe were 50 far from civilization there wvas’
no wey of gettine a 1iitle coffin or getting materizl to mnke
oney 80 ry uncle bheing along end very handy with toole saigd.
£f ench would help by what materiel they conld spare, some
pleces of wood, nails end material for lining, he would ds tha’
best he ¢couldy o he rede the 1ittle coffin, Iach omne gladl v
gave the bent they hed, and the dear little one was inid to.
restrent with the hely of the kind peoples ths little mourd-
wsB covered with roecks to Xeep the wild animels from digping
it up, vhich would of been done without thet protection, and
we left the little grave with tears of sympathy for the onea that
had to part with their dear one way out on the lonely desert,
The little coffin wes mnde of sixty pleces of wood the different
ones gnvey and I think thirty pieces of materirl of different
kinds to lire the coffin, It seems no matter where we are or
whiat the circumstances arey there is pome way of doing good amd
helping each other in time of trouble and sorrowe

Ve hed scversl thrilling expericneces with the Indianse At
one plsce we cempedy n band of Indimns came to our eamps One of
the young men in the pariy was anxiouc to try end see how he
could shoot with a bow and arrow, 80 une of the Indisns geve him
the how &nd Brrow to see what he could do by shooting <ith 4,
It d1d rot take very long for us to £ind sut, and nearly to our
80rrow ns the arrow care down and fnstead of hitting merk 1t
gstruck the Indisan in the backe It was ell excitement for a
while, end the 0ld chief got s lot of hias rien together and we
all trought thet we would be massacred, I w2l) remerder how we
nll felt, Yy grrndmother, Father'e motver, went in the emi-
grant wagon snd there she prayed for the good Lord to sprre our
1ives, }y sister Lizzie end4 T were oryinge The 0ld chief got
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on his horee and so did the other Indinrs get on their horses
and were nbout to stnrt €or more Indisns, Yhat to 40 was & -
problemy finslly we mnde pence with them by giving them ell‘:

the tobacco and molnsses we had on our traine. ¥y father waa
the one who thought of the tobacco And e man {n the train had
tonee W€ were nat roinz to give them bt one plece of itg then
they tnlked beiween tremselves & long time and the 0ld chief
aame t0 my father rnd held up two of his fingers snd aaid, ™
"Tw0 to vhacke®" The {obzeco was the plug tobncco so they wanted
two lnrge plugs of it, 5o we gave them the two lerge plugse

They szide “No k111 nowy® Anéd you may belleve -that it was settled
xnd we left in & hurrye It was dark nrd we thought if we stayed
therc that night they right return and mnke troubles We all ©.
knew the arrov hurt the Indian, for when the arrov was pulled’;
out of his back the blood began to trickle dovn in a strenn.

At the time 1t hnpwpned wve hnd just finished eating, ?it
Tother had made some nice biscuits, and them the Indians asked
for comething to eet »nd we were nfraid to refuse themy so they
sat down to our Iittle table and acked for diescuite and ootfee.
It was while_he wes eating the men accidentelly zhot him with -
the arrowe It w8 » serious affair to have unything 1ike thst
hapien as the Indirns were at war with the whitees A great -
nony tines we traveled by night and hed no camp firey for fear
of teirg secn by the Indianms and beaing cerried off and killed hr
them, ea k11ling of whites and getting a scslp t0 hang on the ¥
belts wns m great honor to thems

We traveled until we came to a pleee vhera ve enuld get
fuel and waters Our fuel was buffg}o chipes the water wen vory
bad.and scarce, MNost of it tasted of onlt and sulphur. At one
time it wvas 30 bad that MPother sald she Aid not Xnow whnt they
vould do and little brother George says, "Telly if you can't
get watery, mnke tes, Yothere"? At lrst we got to & »nlrce vhert
the wrter was very £ood, 80 deolded to stay there overnight,
7e were undecided 1€ we should stay there or try to rFo on "
further, It wns forturete for us that we decided %5 siay therc”
a5 the next morning we pnssed a station that the Indinrs had’
burned down and thrce men lying by the rocdside butrned to a -
criops  There were sore horsea 2180 burned, e

Ve started on our and passed @ o tage’ loadea'with St 1"
soldiers;, all armed, 'Te Xnew we were in a dangsrous part' &t“ “
the country, As we were paising thr stnge we saw something*
boundins from one side to the other o the roamd as the six b!c
atage horses were comiry down the hil) ns fast es they could,
and saw sn Indinn they Yed caurhty one that had been dolnc
lot of mischie?f, hnd nim tied on the brck of the stage dra.gin.
hin 2o deathe We had several scnlps hung on his belt where he
had k$1led peopls and tnken thelr scalps,

'
LK

Codinr out of Salt Trke Citr we had nn experience I never '
thall forget, e were the Ingé wagon out of Srlt Jake no -
Pather hnd to have his mules shod, Ye were going throurh a -
deep cut in tre mountnirs raother slowly., A wagon drove up
with severnl ren in i{t, Ore cnme nlonr our wagon nnd paked :
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if they could pass as they were in a Hurrye, Ry that time we
vere in a very narrow cut and imposzitie for us to pass or get
bye Any way the mern who pasaed us Knew:i'thiey had the Yest of
us as ve s00n found oute Gne of the men came back and was -
trying to get tae spere sp-n of mules thit wae hitched on the
back of the wagone We hoad n aprn resdy to change when the
others wauld gaet tired aute Ly father nro\ested when he saw .
what ther were doinge It did ro goody &5 Lt sermed they were .
detexmined to get the wulese They said they would heve them . -.
aad our lives ra welly At their threats we were very much . ..
frighteredy we ahildren began crving, poor deanr lother pleeding
for our lives and Father doing rll he could to protesct uss yoor
014 firandma praying for our safety snd for relief tc somes - It
seemed her prayer wne mngvercds as our unele nud some -other men
in the tiain misscd us and rode back just in timey as they hsd
thelr kolves outy either o murder:Qr frighten us, which they
most certsinly dlde It lacked as 1f we would have been dsalt
with roagfly if hely had not cuxe Juat o it dide Chidld ca I, :
wasy I shall never forget what we pnssed throughs ... -

. ¥e stayad in Salt lake Clty ten davs to get the mulses ashed
and rested up Aand ¢ille in Salt lake City Hother and Fother
wanted to have our victures tnken, 50 Crondne aaid ghe would
atay by .the waron while we went to the phrotogrzph gallesve - 77
There wny sister l.izgzie, Jsorge and myrelf, Vell, ve hed oup

fctures takene e have .thas naw, Yhen we returned poor old
randra had frllen rnadecp and whet 4o wou think happenedt The
Kormong hrd ntolen all ef our best clothes, XNother hed sewed
al! of her nige dresceg, Pather's bLrosdcloth dreses suit, liszie's
and sy silx dresses we had for best all in the sacks, &3 trunks
would. of taxen {00 ruick roon in our werone Ve 2ll felt sorry
about it; Hut wot vo corry about the clothee am oe did for poer
old Srendrae They also took our provisions and cleaned mos$ .-
everythinz out thevr coulde . ather got s policeman and the tewn
wan hunted overy but no trece of then could be found, &0 we elld
rausmbar or stay in Selt lake Clty, e ware there on the 4th of
July, arriving the X0th of June onSister Lizzile's birihday 1863,
Saly Y=Ke City 1o e benutiful places. I remenber how the women
would coma to sur wepons selling berriea rnd vegetnbleas

- . . ™en. we started on our Journey agnin to Czlifarnime On the
dosert it locked no beautiful to lock way o0ffy end as we thought,
to nice hanes, green grassy tress s~nd raaning watere It looked
as 17 the houscs were fenced in with picket fences, 80 we would
trrvel to get to those lovely nlnces, Pinally we were told there
were no honmes or anythingg jJust a mirage,

.The weather beenme go hot that we had to trnvel by nighte
In some vay we got eeparated from the other wasgeona nnd ot Yost
on the deserte We could rot find eny wegon tracks and traveled .
around and eround for a night and a day and perhape longers I
eannot remember juet how longe It certainly seemed a long time,
.1 knew we wers gettinr quite discourazeds, T™e water we carried
wes about goney end the enimals were very tired and hunrry and
nen of water traveling on the dry and dusty desert, de began
to renlize we were in a vecry serfous position end 4t sechmed we
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