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OCTA is Preservation in Many Forms

By Duane Iles
96cruisin@embargmail.com

When asked what OCTA is, most
of us would say we are about pre-
serving the heritage of our great
westward expansion and mak-
ing sure it is not forgotten. More
specifically we desire to protect
the legacy of the people who
went west; the remnants of their
trails, campsites, journals, and life
stories. To accomplish this, we
read journals, write about these
people, preserve their campsites
and remmants of their footsteps,
and endeavor to preserve the trail
as they saw it.

These goals often bring us into
conflict with the needs of our so-
ciety. We could not travel the trail
without vehicles that run on fuel.
We would not be willing to give
up our electric lighting, climate
controlled homes, communica-
tion systems, or the computers we
write on and communicate with.
While we are still reliant on fossil
fuels, we are moving to the renew-
able energy sources of the wind
and sun.

All these energy sources poten-
tially conflict with our goals as a
trail preservation organization. We
can coexist. It is important that we
work closely with developers and
find ways to fulfill both our needs.

It will always require compromise.

Examples of the work OCTA
does to preserve trail resources
are readily apparent in Western
Wyoming, where OCTA and other
similar organizations have worked
with energy companies to gain
a smaller footprint on the land

4

and restoration of the vegetation.
In one specific instance, where
destruction was unavoidable, the
impact to the trails was mitigated
by raising the funds to purchase
the site of the New Fork Crossing.
This opened to the public a trail
resource not previously acces-
sible showing that we can preserve
our heritage, while allowing for
energy development.

We must apply these preservation
goals to OCTA itself. We cannot
preserve our heritage unless we
preserve OCTA. We cannot edu-
cate people about the trails and
pioneers unless we educate them
about the organization and what
we as members are trying to do.
Over the past several years, our
membership has been declining.
Addressing this must be one of our
preservation goals

Our marketing committee is
actively developing a strategy to
assist the officers and board in
making decisions to increase our
membership and raise the public
awareness of OCTA.

Recently you were asked to
answer a questionnaire about
yourself and your relationship to
OCTA. If we do not know what
and who we are, we cannot hope
to sell ourselves and attract new
members and supporters. While
the results of the survey are still
being analyzed, some of the indi-
cators are no surprise.

Most of our members are dedic-
aited and likely to work on a proj-
ect or trail, but unlikely to serve
on a committee or take an office.
The great news is that most who
responded think OCTA is a good
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value for their money and most
would recommend it to friends.

I think we all realize that we are
getting older. More than 60 per-
cent of those retuming the surveys
are between 60 and 80 years old.

While growing our membership
is of the utmost importance in
regards to accomplishing the good
works we so cherish on the trail,
it is also a factor in the financial
health of our organization. Every-
thing OCTA does has a dollar sign
attached to it. With loss of mem-
bership, we have fewer funds at
our disposal. So, we must look to
other revenue streams,

We have been extremely blessed
by our partners in the National
Park Service. These folks have
given us their time, assistance, ad-
vice, and friendship over the past
years. They have also been very
generous in contributing fund-
ing for our organization and our
projects. But, as you all know, our
country is facing fiscal difficuities.
This means, that we should do all
we can to develop other ways to
fund our projects and organization
in the event that we lose some of
that federal funding.

We have annual fund drives and
many of you are extremely gener-
ous. We have a legacy fund where
you can remember us in your es-
tates and leave a permanent legacy
to yourselves. 1 am not a fund-
raiser, and I am not good at asking
people to give of their assets, but
we need you to consider OCTA in
your donations and estate plans.
You have my pledge that the funds
you donate will never be wasted.

Continued on Page 14

































April |1 Is Deadline for Board Nominations

By Bill Martin
Nominations & Leadership
Committee Chair

If you want to make sure that
OCTA is setting the right priorities
for historic trails preservation, one
of the best ways to do that is to
serve in a national leadership posi-
tion, where you can be sure that
your voice is heard.

Four positions are filled each
year on the 12-member National
Board of Directors, with success-
ful candidates serving three-year
terms. Board members serve at
large, so chapter membership/af-

filiation or where you live is not a
consideration.

Board meetings are held twice a
year, once in conjunction with the
national convention and a mid-
year meeting at a location to be
determined. Funds are available to
assistant with travel and lodging at
the mid-year meeting.

If you are interested in becom-
ing a candidate, the deadline is
April 1. Candidates should submit
a brief statement about your expe-
rtence and background, including
information about what you would
like to see OCTA accomplish; a
written endorsement from three

OCTA members; and a statement
of your willingness to serve.

If you have any questions about
serving on the Board, feel free to
contact any current Board member

or officer, whose names are con-

tact information can be found on
page 2 of this issue of News From
The Plains.

You may also contact members
of the Nominations & Leadership
Committee: Past President Bill
Martm, bmartinocta@gmail .com;
Lethene Parks, lethene@comcast.
net; or John Winner, swinner@
dataentree.com.

Virtual Trail Ready to Explore

By Marley Shurtleff
Internet Committee Chair

Virtual Trails www.octa-trails.
org/learn/virtual trail/index.phpon
the OCTA web site is again func-
tional,

The Virtual Trail—an online
encyclopedia of key trail sites and
one of the most important features
of OCTA’s web site—is, according
to our Association Manager Travis
Boley, already “one of the most
visited destinations on the OCTA
web site.” Of the 93 names points
on the map, 62 have full or partial
information, while 31 as yet have
no information, pictures or diary
quotes.

Sites are enlivened by pictures
and commentary as well as diary
quotes. Log in, click on the map,
choose either “Oregon Points™

or “California Trails,” and select
your state or chapter region to see
some locations of particular trail
importance there. As you examine
the site, you may conclude that
there are important trail locations
or information still missing in
your region,

The Virtual Trail (VT) has not
been established just to entertain
us as members, although it does
that quite well. The site also has
vital roles to play for OCTA now,
and in coming years. It supports
our OCTA educational goal by
offering pertinent trail facts and
images to students and scholars
world-wide. It encourages tour-
ism by non-member, modern-day
trail explorers and enthusiasts by
providing awareness about points
of interest they can visit. Both of
these efforts have the important
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benefit of helping keep OCTA
membership stable.

Since VT is now working well,
it is time to fill in some of the
“thin spots™ on the site. That is
where our member’s trail loca-
tion knowledge, pictures, and
awareness of diary entries become
important.

It is not necessary for members
to know how to add information
to the site. If you have something
specific (information, pictures,
or diary quotes) you would like
to see considered for VT, email a
note about it to OCTA headguar-
ters (octa@indepmo.org) with
the words “Virtual Trails” in the
subject line. I’ll get the message,
and will contact you.

OCTA Web site: www.octa-
trails.org
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