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I found that perspective refreshing.
I also learned a little bit about the
many trails crossing that part of
Kansas; until this visit, I had no
idea how much trekking of people
and animals occurred there in
earlier centuries. Finally, thanks to
a delightful little museum and very
knowledgeable residents, I learned
quite a bit about Galva, K8, and the
town’s very interesting history.

Attending the workshop was an
educational and enjoyable experience.
It included time-tested materials, an
interesting and experienced presenter,
wonderful hosts, and good food ina
relaxing setting at the edge of the
Flint Hills.

I met interesting people with a
wide variety of reasons for learning
more about trail preservation.
We experienced the kindness of
landowners to share a special
location, and the gracious hospitality
of the workshop’s organizers. I am
grateful to the members of OCTA
who developed the methodology
and materials for the Preservation
Workshop.

If you are interested in helping
to preserve trail history and have
the opportunity to participate in a
workshop, I highly recommend it as
a great jumpstart to getting involved.
In fact, OCTA’s Nebraska Chapter is
hosting a Preservation Workshop
May 14-15, 2011, at the Western
Historic Trails Center in Council
Bluffs, IA,

Further information will be
provided in the future regarding
registration and attendance. It’s a
great way to meet other “rut nuts,”
learn more local history, and get
valuable training in preservation
techniques.

Oregon Residents Oppose
Antelope Ridge Wind Farm

By Travis Boley
OCTA Association Manager

In November, the citizens
of Union County, Oregon, voted
5,246 (51.91%) to 5,060 (48.09%)
against going forward with the
Antelope Ridge Wind Farm project. A
company wants to develop a project
that would generate $40 million
in taxes and fees at a place called
Antelope Ridge in Union County,
Oregon. This project would have
direct impacts on the Oregon Trail.
The vote, however, was only advisory
and was not binding. The county
appears to be going forward with the
project anyway.

This may be the first time that the
voters in a community have objected
to wind farm development, in spite of

Mid-Year Board

The OCTA Board will hold its mid-
year meeting Thursday, March 24
and Friday, March 25 in Cedar City,
UT. The Thursday session will last all
day while the the Friday meeting is
expected to conclude by noon.

The meeting will be held at the
Crystal Inn, 1575 W 200 N, Cedar
City, UT 84720, (888) 787-6661 or
(435) 586-8888. Rooms (single king
and double queen) are $60 and include

“ahot breakfast. They can be reserved

by asking for the OCTA rate.

Cedar City has daily flights to
and from Salt Lake City on Delta/
SkyWest. Enterprise Rent-A-Car is
the only rental car company in Cedar
City. Cedar City is also accessible
from the St. George, UT airport (54
miles to the southwest), Las Vegas
airport (175 miles to the southwest),

the promised financial benefits.

OCTA’s concemn is that the project
will have major impacts to the
Oregon Trail and its setting in this
arca. OCTA Past President Glenn
Harrison provided a “Letter to the
Editor” of the LaGrande Observer
that outlined the impacts the project
would have to the trail. He also shared
a copy of this letter with the Oregon
Energy Facility Siting Council, which
includes a new member from Union
County as well as the council’s chair,
who hails from the adjacent county.

Also, a local advocacy group
called the “Friends of Grand Ronde”
has a content-rich Web site, which
describes their opposition to the
project in some detail. OCTA,
through its preservation officers, is
monitoring the situation.

Meeting in Utah

and the Salt Lake City airport (243
miles to the northeast).

OCTA President Bill Martin and
Colorado-Cherokee Trail Chapter
President Camille Bradford invite
members to Cedar City by late
afternoon on Wednesday, March
23, to attend the Howard R. Driggs
Memorial Lecture at Southern Utah -
University (SUU), which this year
features award-winning documentary
film-maker Dayton Duncan. Duncan
was writer and co-producer of PBS’s
The National Parks: Americas Best
Idea, which was produced by Ken
Burns.

Beginning on Friday OCTA
will hold a symposium on the
grounds of SUU. See details for tch
sumposium ¢lsewhere in this issue
of NFP.
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Registration Form OCTA Spring Symposium

Please print or type Cedar City, Utah —- March 25 - 27, 2011
Narmes as they will appear on the name tags: OCTA Member? Other organization? Name of other org.:
#1 Yes No Yes No
#2 Yes No Yes No
Address E-mail
City State Zip Phone
REGISTRATION:
Fee Number = Amount
Individual $35.00 X = §
Family (including minor children) $50.00 x = §
Non-members must add $15 (you’ll receive a
complimentary 1-year membership in OCTA!) $15.00 x = 8
OPTIONAL TOURS: |
MOUNTAIN MEADOWS TOUR, Saturday, March 26, 2011,
1-5PM $30.00 perperson  x = §
WAGON ROAD ROUTE THROUGH NEVADA 4x4 TOUR,
Sunday, March 27, 2011
8:30 AM — 4 PM (lunch on your own in Mesquite, Nevada) $10.00 perperson  x = 8
MT. MISERY HIGH-CLEARANCE AUTO TOUR, Sunday, March 27, 2011
$:30 AM — 4 PM (lunch, snacks, and drinks included) $18.00 per person x = §
Total for TOURS §
MEALS & SPECIAL EVENTS: Price x Number = Amount
Screening of In Pursuit of @ Dream,
Wednesday, March 23, 2011, 7 - 9:15 PM $ 5.00 x =$
Dr. Howard R. Driggs Lecture: Dayton Duncan Free x =§ N/C

Thursday, March 24, 2011, 7 PM

Reception/Tour of Driggs Collection, Sherratt Library
Friday, March 25, 2011, 5:45 - 7:00 PM

Beverages & hors d’oeuvres; NO CHARGE, BUT WE NEED A COUNT. Free x =3 N/C
Lunch Buffet, Saturday, March 26, 2011, Noon — 1:00 PM $15.00 x = §
Sandwich & Salad Bar
Banquet: Saturday, March 26, 2011, 6:30 - 8:30 PM $22.00 x = §
Mark menu choice: Pacific Rim Pork, or
Classic Grilted Chicken
Dinner also includes dinner rolls, one starch and vegetable, dessert, and lemonade
TOTAL for MEALS: $
$15 late fee (after March 15): §
TOTAL AMOUNT: $

Payment Instructions: Make a copy of this page and mail with a check for the total amount to: OCTA, 524 S. Osage St., Independen
MO 64050. Use the lines below to pay by VISA or MasterCard. Register online at www.octa-trails.org.

Credit Card Exp. Date Signature
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Convention to Focus on Wyoming Trail Sites

By Tom Rea
Wyoming Chapter Vice President

QOCTA’s annual convention August
8-13, 2011 will feature five full days
of talks, book sales, banquets, and
general western sociability as well as
walks along and visits to some of the
most pristine and important stretches
of historic trail in the entire West. If
you’ve never seen South Pass and
its trails, you'll want to sign up for
the bus tours during the convention,
and for the pre- and post-convention
treks.

Wyoming is host to hundreds of
miles of trail that look very much
like they did 160 years ago. Guided
tours also will be available before
and after the convention—in your
own vehicle—to the Sublette CutofT,
the Seminole Cutoff, the Salt Lake
Trail and the Hastings Trail, and the
Overland/Cherokee Trail.

Talks will focus both on Trail history
and on the preservation challenges the

trails face today. Western Wyoming
Commmumity College in Rock Springs
will host most of the events. About
150 rooms have been reserved at the
Holiday Inn and nearby Holiday Inn
Express and Comfort Inn. Saturday’s
events—outdoor exhibits, food and
fun—will be at Expedition Island in
Green River. John Wesley Powell
launched his boats there for his
historic explorations of the Green and
Colorado rivers in 1869 and °71,
Conference events will start
Monday, Aug. 8 with a meeting
of the national OCTA Board at the
coliege. The convention starts with
an evening welcoming reception
at the Holiday Inn. There. will be
two full days of speakers, a panel
discussion, workshops, chapter
meetings, and the awards banquet,
Thursday and Friday, Aug. 11 and
12, will feature bus tours to Brown’s
Park, famed outlaw country where
the Utah, Colorado and Wyoming
borders meet; to South Pass; to the

Lander Road and the Sublette Cutoff;
and to Fort Bridger and the western
end of the Wyoming stretch of the
Overland Trail.

A book room, with exhibits and
books for sale from publishers,
booksellers, museums, and
government land agencies will
be open at the college Tuesday
through Friday. Thursday night will
be authors’ night, when individual
authors will be on hand to sign and
sell their books.

On Friday night, the OCTA film
In Pursuit of A Dream will be shown.
Special historical events will be held
Aug. 13 in Green River featuring
living history camps.

Formore information, contact Fermn
Linton, <flinton@wyoming.com=>,
or Pat Cywinski,

<cywinski.pd@gmail.com>.

_ Interested authors and exhibitors
should contact Tom Rea,
<trea@tribsp.com>.

NEWS FROM TRAILS HE AD -

Chapter Elects Officers, Gives Awards

By Pat Traffas
Chapter President

The Trails Head Chapter annual
membership and awards meeting
was held on Nov. 13 at the Kansas
City Central Library downtown. We
had a guided tour of this magnificent
library, which is housed in an 1895
monumental building that was buiit
and occupied by the First National
Bank.

Officers were elected as follows:
President Pat Traffas, Vice-President
Dick Nelson, Secretary Mary Conrad,

and Treasurer Arnold Cole.

Annual awards were presented as
follows: Meritorious Achievement
Award to Elaine McNabney
(posthumously), who was an early
leader of the chapter and OCTA’s
full-time volunteer when the
headquarters office was first opened
in Independence in the late 1980s;
Distinguished Partner Award to
Steve Rhoades, who has played
an integral architectural role in the
development of the local 1000-
mile-long MetroGreen recreational
trail system and has partnered with

historic trails in several locations;
and the Award of Appreciation
to the Shawnee Indian Mission
State Historic Site, located on the
Westport Route, for their continued
interpretation of the historic trails in
new exhibits, site demonstrations and
re-enactments.

Regular planning meetings
continue to prepare for the 2012
QOCTA Convention, which will be
headquartered at the nearby Holiday
Inn in Lawrence, KS. Our theme will
be Westward Go! Tribes, Territories
and Trails.
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PRESERVATION OFFICER

Historic Trail Landscape Assessments for NHTs
and the National Register of Historic Places

By Leslic R. ¥Fryman
National Trail Preservtion Officer
catraild4@gmail.com

Landscape assessment is not anew
concept to land managers, cultural
resources planners or archaeologists,
but only within the last decade has
the evaluation of historic landscapes
been a focus of growing attention
in the arena of cultural resources
management and environmental
studies.

_After some refining of definitions
and applications in National
Register Bulletin 30, Guidelines
Jfor Evaluating and Documenting
Rural Historic Landscapes (1999),
the National Park Service reminded
historians and planners that
significance assessments of historic
properties could (and should) include
their natural surroundings, if they
property, and not just be limited to
“built” resources or sites created by
humans.

Since then, the documentation of
historically-significant landscapes
has fast become routine in cultural
resources studies and environmental
management. Even to date,
however, the majority of historic
landscape studies involve rural
agricultural districts and other
settlement complexes that are more
geographically “discrete” and easier
to manage than the historic wagon
road systems that traverse the entire
American West.

A rural historic landscape is defined
in Bulletin 30 as “a geographical
area that historically has been used

by people, or shaped or modified
by human activity, occupancy, or
intervention, and that possesses a
significant concentration, linkage,
or continuity of areas of land use,
vegetation, buildings and structures,
roads and waterways, and natural
features.”

Migration trails and transportation
systems are both types of rural
historic landscapes. Because these
landscapes are complex and contain
multiple components (e.g., sites,
features, natural landmarks, and
resources), they are often documented
as “historic districts.” That is, when
land managing agencies (e.g., Bureau
of Land Management, U.S. Forest
Service) have much opportunity to

identify and document them at all, as

these studies are typically large and
expensive, and therefore tend to occur
only as part of environmental reviews
triggered by development (e.g.,
energy, residential) and extraction
industries (e.g., timber, mining).

Furthermore, linear landscapes/
districts are disadvantaged by most
environmental studies, as the study
areas occur at discrete locations
or only “intersect” a frail route
in one or two places — allowing a
historic trail district to be examined
“piecemeal” and not as a complete
entity. Thus the sheer size and
linear design of an emigrant trail or
historic transportation system tends
to inhibit its recognition and accurate
assessment.

Further confusion ensues as historic
landscape assessments overlap with

scenic quality and visual resource’

studies, which seldom involve historic

or cultural resources, but focus
instead on the natural environment.
Most of us have experienced traveling
through heavily forested public land
and discovering large unsightly clear-
cuts or other industrial sites carefully
concealed behind a screen of standing
trees lining the public road. This is
a good example of “visual resource
management” by federal agencies
—its objectives are to allow continued
resource extraction and development
while minimizing impacts to the
scenic quality of the forest landscape,
from the perspective of the visiting
public using highways or recreational
roads and trails,

Clearly such programs have little
to do with the “historic landscape”
of an important emigrant wagon road,
yet the same management objectives
are applied (rather unsuccessfully)
in the few studies of emigrant trail
landscapes completed in the past.

Specific to the trail, the objectives
and criteria of the National Historic
Trails System (NHT) Act and the
National Register of Historic Places
(National Register) also differ in
terms of resource significance
and management goals. “High
potential sites and segments” of
trails designated under the NHT Act
are valued largely for their public
recreation and interpretive potential,
in which scenic and visual qualities
necessarily play a major role, while
less importance is placed on physical
evidence.

National Register eligibility for
historical resources is dependent

Continued on Next Page
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