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Saturday, March 1, 1849

Left Boston thls evening st 5 ofelock in the Norwich
cars, having started for Cslifornia. I have said good-~bye s0
many times to-day I am half slck, or at least I have a feeling
ebout me now I wish I was rid of. DNothing worthy of note
occurred on the road until the cars arrived et NeDonelsonville,
whean our engine was rendered useless by the breaking of = water
pipe; this delayed us about cne hour, much to the annoysnce of
_the half frozen psssengers. At "Allyn's Polnt" took the steamer
Worcester; ths night fine, the alr chiliy and ses gquite rough,

T f£ind myself In better spirits then I had antleip-

ated, My friend Woodward left the boat at New London, saylng
"God Bless you Joe, Good-bys."

I belleve my only regret at leaving home is that ny
golng 1s not approved by Cate} but I hope to convinece her in
time that I am not wild.

Tueadsy, Harch Gth.

I left New York Clty at 9 o'clock this morning via
Jersay City R. R. The country 3eems low and level, the soll of
a reddish clay.. . About 12 M, ws passed a covered bridge of a
mile in length; this.is at the head of the Delaware River; the
scenery at this point fine. Prssed the former residence of
General Morsau; hs was banished by the French Government for
some offence and afterwarda jolned the Russian Army, in whilch
he had both legs shot off; his old stables, qulte a number, are
still to be seen, I learned this from a Baltimorean.

We arrlved at the City of Fhiladelphla about 2 P.M.,
rode direct from the wharf to Baltimore Dopot; dined at a
reataurant. Left Phlladslphla at 4 o'clock; gquite rainy. Rode
some hours slong the Delaware; the whole distance we saw small
erafts on the river and some of them drawlng eight fest of water.
Got on the boat which cerried us to Baltlmore; got a fine supper.
Passsd the spot whsere the famous prize fight twixt Hyer and-
Sullivan took place, but 1t beins dark I discovered no traces of
blood.

. Arrived at Baltimore at 2 A.M., cold, drowsy, and .
hungry. Unable to procure lodglings, as everybody is comlng home
from Gen. Taylor's inauguration, I camped on a settee at the
Amerlcan Houss.

Wednesday, March 7th. _

Left Baltimore this morning at 7 for Cumberland, 8ky
cloudy during the morning but the sun shone at about 11 4,.M.
Passed throuzh a fine country of fine upland farms, though I thot!
I discovered a want of Yankee enterprisse and industry in thelir
down flat fencea, etc. Arrived at Cumberland about 7 P.HM. In
today's trasvels wo passed Harpers Ferry, a wild, rough, rocky
lookinz spot, the river cutting through a high mountaln, steep
precipices on elther side, At this place is a manufactory of
government arms,

On my arrival at Cumberland, I supped immediately,
engaged passage on board a stage coach and rode all nighi over
a rough road and almost frozen. Had a blow-up with an outsider
who could not stend the colé@ and declared he would ride inside
althot! the seats were all occupled.



Thursday, larch 8th

yornlng found me still in a stage coach. Took no
oraaiast; rode ovsr a hilly country all a7, getting no
dinner and walking up hard hills. Of courae on arriving at
Prownsville I ate a hearty supzer, the getting up of whiech did
credit to the landlord., As soon as tea was over, up comes the
stage and I took another night ride; being much fatigusd I
slept nearly the whole nirht as wsll as I could in a stagse.

¥ridey, Harch Gth _

St111l in that miserable old coach with a drunken
driver. Arrived at Wheelinw, Va. about 1l A.M. ¥y first
Impressions of & southern city are decidedly in favor. of short
stops, If this is a sample of the south, I prefer s New England
home,  Everything looks old, black, gloomy and dingy and indesd
the whole of the last two days travel indicates & wani. of
enterprise, _

' During the afternoon engaged passage on board the
steamer Connecticutt and at 6. P,M. went floating down the "River
of the Ohio®, This is a most beautiful river, but on the whole
does not meet my ldeas of its beauty; but I have not seen much
yet and wlll not pass sentence yet for I am nearly worn out for
want of rest.

Friday, Marech -23rd _ o
§ F Arrived at St. Louls this morning at the break of
day. The view-{I for & woender being up) a fine one; one of the
greateat business places in the west., The leves -completely
blocked up with drays, merchandiss and people; 1t was confusion
to perfection, On leaving the boat Mr. V. and =elf looked at
& few lota of mules and after looking about us made a purchase
of 11 at $80. each. B ‘
_— -~ This eity affords littla to travellers to admire; less
than other western cities I have visited. Strsets narrow, dirty
and lumbered with all sorts of merchandise, etc,

Saturday, liarch 24th _ .

« “"During the morning was on board the Jewess looking
after our plunder. Quite unexpectedly came across Joshua Copp,
Esqe. of Purlington, Yowa, and wrote a line to brother Arthur by
him.’ - )

After dinner started our mules for our trip to
Independence via land route; found them very troublesome; drove
seven miles and stopped at a Mr. Pennard's farm house. He told
us "come in" meaning the yard; ordered us assistance from Eis
"boys™ (blacks) and recelved us very cordially. He told us he
was a Swiss by birth and gave his whole history with now and then
an amusing anecdote. We wers glad to find ourselves in -so good
guarters for the old fellow is a true gent.

Saturday, April 7th _

Nothinz of 1lnterest today except our arrival at St.
Joe. This town like most of western omes is built on a high bluff;
it contalins more brick buildings than any I have noticed and is
a place which glves credit to its inhabltantsy I doubt not it
must soon be a place of much business as it is much nmore prefer-
able as a starting polnt for emigrants bound westward to that of
Independence or St, Louis. ;

On coming along shore we were chesred by the thousand
enlpgrants ;already arrived and about to start for the Gold Mines
in California. Shaking of hands, congratulatory exclamations and
the 1like, together with the noise and bustle slways attendant on
the arrlival of a steamer, made the scens cne of enthusiasm to most
but only served to make me lonely and half hcmesick; had not the
escape of one-half cur mules on landin> and a fruitless hunt t111l
9 in the evening In the rain kept my mind in another channsel, I
am 3ure there would have been no help for me here alone and
unacquainted a3z I wasj but no; I am in for 1t.

?»
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Tuesday, April 10th )

The town 1s filled with emigrants, all parts of the
states woll repressnted 1n numbers at least, if not otherwise.
411 saam arxicus to make s commancemsac of their long amarch to ths
Pacific. I learn some trains have already left, though so sarly
a start is thouzht to be very unwise by men who are judges of tine
matter. '

Wedneaday, April 25th

Todey completed the arrangements of wagons, guns, etec.
We are now ready to leave camp "Washington™. Dr. McE gives our
present camping place. this name. I am getting to relish hard
bread and baccn very well though I miss ths eream in ny coffee,

Thursday, April 26th :

Today brought our mules to camp; they are =so fractious
we had work -to get them across the river; this occupied our
attention most of the day.

Saturday, April 28th

I have been hunting two loat nules 2ll day; got lost
about 10 o'clock and wandered sbhout the open prairie for several
hours. . Everything to be seen was dry grassi no tree or shrubj; one
lost on a prairie with no landmarks to gulde him 1s in a bad flx,
Tho! T had no fears, yet I must say I had about as disagreeabls
fealing as I ever haéd Iin my life. On my reburn to camp, having
found my way, and the mules, I found father badly hurt; he was .
agsisting in breaking a mule; the animal got loose, ran directly
over him bruising him sbout the nsck, head and arms quite severely.
Dr. Ames dressed hils wounds and had scarcely finished when our
fine Indian pony broke his picket and was off. The boys were
soon after him, but returned liate at night not having succeeded 1in
catching -him.

“Thursday, lay ard . _

Moved on finely this morning. Durinz the P.M. reached
Wolf Creek; found this ecreek very bad croszing; playing about 1ts
banks was guite an encampment of Indians. We did not succeed in
gotting all our wagons across; we encamped on the west bank; our
tent was hardly pitched when a severe thunder storm came on, so
.severe we wers unsble to get a supper, so we went to bed tired,
crogs and hungry.

Friday, May 4th . .
. Vhen I awoke this morning I found myself 1lying in
about 4 inches of water; it has rained nearly the whole night and
is st11l raining. After a deal of trouble we managed to get ua up
a breakfaat, which was only hard bread and coffes, About 11 o'clock
nanaged to get our other wagons across the creek. Everybody in
camp crosa, Ego Idem. .

Saturday, May S5th ,

Our 1ittle train moved this morning sbout 9 o'eloek;
we traveled along slowly during the day, 13 miles over a fine
prairie of gentle slopes covered with a fine growth of green
arass: we could see nothing but one blue sky and the rolling
plain, no tree, no shrub, no little streams, no timber, nothing.
At sundown we were Torced, owlng to the conditlion of the animals,
to encamp on a high ridge without water, except for the snimals,
and without wood. The roads to-day have been quite heavy; to
drive long drives ss we have been forced to, without noonling, has
fagged our nules.



Sundary, MNay Sth i

Held a council this mopning and decided to move on
in Sunday. Y2 have had tol!drink bilze water or none, .
since wyesterday morning. Travellaq scmz 13 miles when we camped
up with “heeling Co. with whom we Iintend travelling %o Cslifornia.
They tell uzs they have been waitiné ten days for usjy I think they
flabtter us. Ve now number 80 men gcod and true snd If the Indians
attacit, as we fear, they will find ?hey have not got "an ordering
up hand, " )

iionday lay 7th i

Today we stopped in camp all day. Tightaned up
wagons, etec, Threw away all we thoubht we could do without, We
have been qguite busy and I am very tired, ¥what wen't men do for
Gold, .- s .

Tueaday, May 8th. &

Our camp was on the move early thls morning and as
soon as we had eaten a hearty breakfast of coffese, bacon and bread,
we were on the move. The road durlng the whole day very fine, over’
a vast prairle of fine grazing, I am of the oplnlon that if one
could buy lands of the Indians, for they are the owners and occupy
this heautiful country, one could soon make a handsoms sum by ralsing
stock hera} water is to be found at convenlent intervals and now.
and -then we coms to fine streams on the banks of which is soms
timber. The soll is gulte rich and I doubt not some day this tract
of country wlll be taken up for agricultural purpcses, At night
we oncamped at a flne grove of timber with plenty of good water,
having made about twenty mlles, We hear of cholera today.

Thursday, May 10th - , )

Moved at 6 otclocl this morning; got on finely;
crossed threse bad creeks today without accident. I waded through
all of them leading mules by the head. Encamped at sundown.

Friday, lKay llth .

Made a start at 6 1/4 o'clock this morning. Made
good time today though we had to cross sgveral bad creeks and
forded the "Big Blue" on the west bank of which we encamped. -
After supp2r assisted in drawing & seine for fish; we had a .
fishermans luck. The Big Blue 13 a lovely stream and is sald to
resemble the $lyde in Scotland., Ons of the Wheeling messes are
supping of a fish caught since we halted. _ .

Saturdey, May 12th
' A8 we had concluded not to move btoday, at an early
hour I, in company with Horton, left camp on a hunting trip. We
followed along the banka of the river for several hours and
often acared up game but was not sble to get a shot. Horton is
good company and though we got no gane, the excurslon was a
pleasant one. T have wished a thousand times today that Bill
Rogera was with me; he i1s of a temperament to enjoy such trips
and. appreclate such scenss as one finds on this trip out west.

. I being somswnat tired with running over the hills,
turned in quite sarly and had just got into the arms of lMorpheus
when I wes awakened by a call for Joe; when I got up I found
M, Vance had tradsd sway my.wagon to an emigrant who had the
misfortune to upset his wagon in making the ford and broke a
wheel. Of course it was unloaded and the contents put into the .
remnalining three wagons; the job lasted some two hours when I
again turnsd in. '

Sunday, May 13th

Rambled about during the mornlng, took a bath during
the afternoon and hunted mules during the evening. A singular
manner of spending the Sabbhath, but one ims forced to resort to
all sorts of ways to amuse himself without books, soclety and
conpanionakle men. Tegldes there is a great arount of camp
drudgery to be done which cannot be put off, and 1t i1s hardly
policy to lay up much as the emigration is large and we may find

grass.short, and the nearsr the foremost, the less will the grass
e ear off. '
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Should thla sver be read by anybody who has never taken this trip,

he will say this is an 220lony for miszspeading the Sabhath. He

is migtaken; for one hare is forced to adapt himself to circumstances.
Vhen we left the states, we agreed to rest oursslves and tenms on
Sunday but 1t-is impossible to do so as we are often caught on poor
grass and perhsps poor water, and as likely it 1s Saturday nigh

as any other time. I believe tha trip has been made without
travelling on Sunday, but it was under rmuch mcre favorable cir-
cumstances than those by which we are surrounded this season,

¥onday, HMay l4th

Left camp tkias morning at sn early hour, still on the
rolling pralries; scarcely any timber or water. Saw two graves
today; they were new graves, and as I passed them I felt a gloomy
feeling come over me. I learned they wers Californians; thelr
Golden dreams are ended and the low winds alone will murmur their
eternal rsqulem,

. Wednesday, HMay 16th

‘ Today we have travelled over a bad, heavy rcad with
pitches, bog holes aund creeks =21l the way. Tonight I ‘am very tired;
water bad and wool gone. On the prairle today I noticed some
northern "Live forever” growing very renk, also wild rose bushes
in abundance., Crossed Blg Sandy this P.M, and encanped four miles
west of 1ta banks; on its banks saw hickory and waslnut trees:

Saturday, May 19th

This morning we threw away some dispensables to lighten
loads; roads bad and mules weary, Encamped on the Republican Fork
of the Blue. Tonlght Ixcreased our watch for the first time, as
our guide tells us we are in some danger of the Pawnees the greatest
thieves in the world,

¥onday, Hay 21lst . -

Moved on' 24 miles today. About noon Bryants train
vassed us.a smart pace; hls mules are heavily loaded and their backs
sore, - We reached the Platte River bluffs asbout sundown where we
sncamped without wood and with llttle water. The scene as we mads
the last bluff was truly sublime; we could see fine groves of
timber away some flve miles distant by the slde of which the
lingering sun shone upon the green grass and gently flowing river.
I stopped for scme time and gazed on this beautiful scene with
almost uncontirollable admiration. The alr is quite cold; with
hot days and swampy camplng places are I judge good ingredients
for the compound of which fever and agusils manufactursd.

Tuesday, lkay 22nd .

Today we made 14 miles over bad roads. Ovr route
after the first five milesa lay along.the Platte, a fine streanm.
We reached Fort Kearney about 3 0'clock where we made a halt.
Here we agalin lightened our lcads., This evenling wrote mother a
letter to send per experess. This is a government express. Our
encampment is a mile egast of the fort; we are not allowed to near
the fort, as Uncle Sam fears the emligrents animals will steal his
grazing.

Hednesday, May 23rd

HMoved at noon, passin- the fort which is a2 dull dreary
looking placa.* At the fort 1s a store where the travellsr can
pay a blg price for poor goods. The fort is built of mud; I
noticed a few sticks of timber lylng about, but do not ses whaere
they could have been taken from. Tonight we are encamped on the
Platte having travelled but 10 nmlles.

¥Yriday, ¥ay 25th

Lefd up till noon and then moved on 5 miles and
finding good grass sncanped acain on the Platte. The river is a
fine stream a mile or more in width, studded wlth beautiful islands
covered with grass and timber, The largest of these 1s Grand
Island 52 miles in length, finely watered, good grazing and well

timbharned: 1ta elevation 1a euech thaot 24 neven 4a overfloged

_____



Sunday, kKay 27th

This morning our camp became suddenly szclted by the
sisht of huffalo; they wira 01 tha ncrth slde of the river. Some
attempta were made o rerm 2 party to nunk Lham, dbut citier thelr
moyality or some other cause prevented. After dinner in company
with four others tcok my rifle and started from camp in search of
antelone; we Tound thenm gquite plenty on a large pralrie lying at
the foot of a high bluff. I was unable to get near enouzh to
make them Tall. I shot at ocne but the graceful aninal was out of
gight in & second. Our fuel et camp iz Bufrfalo chips.

Yednesdey, May 30th

Surely the storm "is approached". At about 3 this
morning father came to ny wagon, the wind having blown down our
tent, the rain pouring down in toprrents. The storm ccntinued all
day. We have no fuel but buffalo chlpai very cold and wet and
6 olelock found mé turned in half frozen,

Thuraday, May 3lst .
The storm still continues and we moved at ten hoplng
to find grass and fuel.  Our Tndian guide came tc camp this P,H,
without Capt. Vance. or HMr. Domille; they left camp yesterday noon
and during the afternoon killled a buffale; a, pony having given out
in the chase, Vance and Domllle paciked the meat and Isacc started
in with the pony, V. and D. it 1s supposed have taken the wrong :
Girection and lost on the prairie. It 1s. now ten o'clock and
they are not inj we .are quite anxious concerning theum. : -
Yhile T am writing the moon is shining coldly down;
no wood, no chips. We got supper by wild sage, waich. fills the
alr with a perfume not very plsasant to the olfactories.

Sunday, June 3rd _ D

Early this morning aterted over the prairie in search
‘of buffalo; rode some twenty mlles following a weabterly coursse;
saw no buffalo but killed a large hare. On my regturn to camp my
mile became fractious and in attempting to retail my seat, I lost
my hare and-as the mule Gid not stop hls pranks for somestime I
left ite I saw any guantity of white wolves; they were about the
size of & sheep; also saw s3ome antelopes but did not get a shot.
I am a great hunter I discover.

ionday, June 4th.

"5 otolock found us on. the move; road dquite sandy
with little grass by the way.: Towards night we crossed a high
ridge of bluffs and cn descending on the opposlite side came to.
Ash Hollow; this is a most romantic spot; on the one slde rises
up to the height of two hundred feet 8 wall of earth studded with
-pranite rocks almost ready to come tubling down, while on ths
other something striking the beholder with less awe but more beauty;
a pretty shade of ash trees and around their trunks elings for
suppert the vine of the wild grape with here and -there 2 wild briar
rose "wafting 1ts fragrance in the desers ailr." I noticed with
the rose a wild currant bush. Through the pass runs a clear "pabbhliy
broox and 1is water is as cool as Old Tudor of Boston can call his
jce. After passing the Bollow we again came to the river where we
camped, » . p
' ~ During the evening I visited the lodge of a party
of Sioux Indians; they had several wigwams covered with deershins.
Wear them was encamped slme Freanchmen, tradinz with the Indians.
T entered the tent of the trader conversing with him for some time,
when in came a Blg John Indian guite drunl., He soon took offence at
Nr. Frenchman who put him out; the next thing I knew, 1ln ceame John's
messenger through the aide of the tent in the form of an arrow.
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vyne sant back to them. They say they must lay up and recrult their
rmales, but hope to meet us at Ft., laramnia whers we lntand stoppins
a few days. About ten A,ll, cams In oight of the Court House. This
graat natural curlesity 1s a hizh mound of earth scome E00 feet and
in the distance reosaombles a building builli after the Sothic style;
near 1t is a sinilar one of smaller sizs which I shall style the
Jail, gsa jails seem to be necessary appendagss for court houses.
T™his sarth Jjudging from all sbout it L3 a part of a higbh bluff,
the vacuun about having been produesd by some convulslon cof the
earth or the elaments, Towards night we crossed a fine giream
called Bigz Cresk, .Tonight we are in aight of Chimney Rock.

This P.M. Dr, McX. has been te the summit of the Court
House and dessribsa the view from the sumrnit as most beautiful,
Encamped. st half past five on the Platte.

FPriday, June 8th

Hade an early start; found bad rosds; met Mormons from
3alt Lake, During the P.M, vislted Chimney Rock; 1ts helght some
6 or 8 hundred feat above the river with a splre on its top,
having the unpoetical resemblance of a hay stack with a pole in
the middles. Distance today 13 miles.

Saturday, June 9th

Shortly after taking up our line of march thls
morning, we entered a most lovely wlld and romantic valley. On
elther sids is pilsd up mountain high, huge lsdges of granlte
roclks, and with a slight flight of fancy, one can imagineg =all
styles of asrchitascture ampplied to towers, castles, cathedrals, or
every appearsncse of anclent rulns; in the valley a I'ine growth of
. grass covering s nice level bottom land extending to the bluffs
forming the encldsurse.

At night we had scarcely pitched our cmup near a fine
spring of good water, when there arose a tremendous thunder storm
accompanied by conaiderable hail, " The thunder rolling and cracking
emong the high peaks and bounding back with an awful roar, the
quick lightnings flash, all rendered the scens grand and terrible,
reminding one of the omnipotence of the Alnlighty; in a fow momentas
nature was again smlling on poor mertals as serenely as ever, ]
reminding them by God's siga in the sky that this temporary stora
was for some wise purpose other than floods to destroy as those of
olden times., During the storm three of our men and mysell received
a severe shock from the lightning, and at a nsighboring camp an ox
wasa killed znd some forty more thrown down, IHade 19 mlles today.

Heonday, June lltn

Still on the Platte, Nooned today at fine grove of
timber. The alr fragrant with the perfume of the wlld rose. Saw
several specles of cactus; alao saw the asoap plant so riech used by
the ¥exicans for washing; 1lis bulb resembles that of an onion and
it bhears a flower. I saw larze beds of wlld coniong they have a
flower looking like our VWnite Violet. In many places saw quantitles
of pepper grass, Today I have seen any quantity of flowera of every
sheps and color, any of which would be an ornamant to a New England
marden. Encamped wlthin 8 miles of the fort with nelthor wood or
walere

Tuesday, June 12th

Reached Fort Laramlie this morning at 9 o'clock whers
we Tound Capi, Vanoce, whe has been in advancoe of the company for
the purpose of buying mules, but has been unable to cbtain them,
The Fort is & square hullding made of adcobes or sun burnt brick; 1t
has a millitary air about 1t, though quite a rough affalr, Sueh has
bean the rush of emigraticn that we are oblized to pay enormcus
vrices Tor anything we want; for Instance, for shocting & mule we
pald five dollars; our stop was short finding little to interast.
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About nosn we crossed the Laramie Fork of the Platte by fordings
rot deap, hub wo wera forcsd to hlogk w3 our wagon beds. Afger
laavips Lha craei, rosa nich wough 2liifs which ua grossed O tha
river and snearped sbout three otelock 1n pood graas, Dlstance

12 miles., Overhauled our wagens and chatted over a camp ire £111
bed time and turnsd in. Had a nice shower during the night which
was qulbe sccopteble ns 1t lsid all the dust.

%edneaday, June lith
At 6 o'clock leaving the bottom land on our right,

we sscenced hick bluffs and cnce cn the top, of ecourse we haed to
descend egain., The descent was guite cifficult heing thrcugh
narrow, shtesp and rocky pessss, %¥hile sitting here in canp On
Eitter Cotton %ood (ree¥, I can see the Black Hills we have baen
dreading to meet for a long ‘timej. they are covered with the csdar
tree and hard Hlpe,

| During the P.M, today I had a chase after a buffalo}
did not get a shot, though the "critter® was kllled and I ate a
good sized pilece of buffalo ateak for my supper.

Thursday, Juns l4th

“Entered the Elack Hills over a nice road though up
and down hill all the time; no grass and seldonm any water iz to be
found. Kade 22 mlles and encamped on Heras Shos (reek, when we
were visited by a ssvers thunder storm accompanied by hall, These
showara sre nmost acceptable to emigrants as they 21l lay the dust,

Tuesday, Juns 19th
¥ade an early sbtart. ¥ade an attempt to find o forad
thig A,¥. but after wading about the siream an hour or more, gave
it up. Cur route today lay over a sandy z0i1l: we crossed several
small creeks. Xilled & rsttlesnalke today and saw a bear, soveral
. sage hens and an eazle; I judge the latter would measure 5 or 6
fast fyrom tip to tip of wing. Arrived #t the uprer croasing and
pitchaed our tents or pather camps, a8 we do nct use our tents
this weelk. At thls point we are improving an opportunity of getting
riles shod end the job is-done by Lormons; they are, I Lmagine,
making money Californis fashion, charglng 21,50 per shoe,
. At sundown we drove our wmules about three miles to
the bluffs. We are now in B lovely apot, saven in number, sltilng
arovnd & rire made from the sage bush. Whlle I anm writing the boys
ars, as usual, smoking, singing. and chatting away the evening,
Singe writing the asbove, oux numbser has increased to
twelve, filve gents having come to our fire, They are siraagers who
have been to the swralt of the bluffs; they tell us there 1s thres
feat of snow lying on the bluffs not more than four nlles diatant
Prom our pilvouac, while we are in a 1ittle valloy coveresd wlth
thrifty grass and plenty of refreshing, balmy air, they hastensd
to cur fire nasd by us for cooking, to warm thelr shivoring salves.

Sunday, June 24th

Qur snirals being on poor grass, after a councll of the
Corpany's members, we dscided %o move weaty rd; the road gulte
sandy, Today I noticed for the first time several plsces literally
covered with pearl-ssh, I gathered scme and an sure it 4dirffers
very 1little, if any from the same erticle I have sesn elsewhere,.

This morning we reached the 1little streanm called
nomeotwater River;? 1ts waters sre fins and abound with several
species of the finny tribe. Some 3/4 of & mile from where we struck
the stream, we came to t:e world famed Independent Roclk, This rock,
or stone mountain, 4is some 600 yards in length and 120 yards in
widthy 1ts helght about 100 feetj its top oval in shape and qulte
smonth as though worn by rain and weather. About the base of this
huge naturasl specimén ars seversl smaller stones, placsd thore, as
14 were, as neighbors, Giant and Pigmies.
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Teaving Independent Rncl, W tpavelled on O 1/4

~iieg ooiing +a Daviila Zabld. Ay thiz polnd, the »lver passes throuzl,
or hetVWeen per;en&icular Lsewa 28 8°As8 4 or o mundrzd faet 1N haight.
T ssoonded to tus higheab pealr, and G2 gay that tnis s3ight will
convince 51l traveller3s of the nropriesty of the appelation, Devils

Gatey it certainly rresents an aufully wrand appeArantas. Directly

under the hizn hluf?s forming sma aidae of this gate, Ve pastured our
~ules on fino rmipitious grass, good, haogusa no rpaveller had -
atsempied 1O ariva rules OVer so dangerous & path to get them to 1t.

onday, Juns 2oth )

Leaving pevila Gate W2 conbinuad our journey over a
sandy road, groazling a high ridge hedged in bBY nigh mounbaing, Trocky
and stesp; &b nocn wWe again rouched the Little Sweabwatels 1 rust
not forgeb to spaak of the giew. of the anow capped mountains called
the Wind Rlver dountalns. . I f£4nd no one who tan give any jnformatlion
soncernlng them in our Company, but the view exceeds any scenery I
have yet S6€hs. Tonight we encamped with the government traine.

%ednasday, June 27th _

’* “1aft camp at b 1/2 otelock and rpaveled 21 mlless.
forded sweebtwater thrase times todaTs For some GaYS past we have
pean in sight of the wWind qiver Hountalns; today the view 1g a fine
onaj; they 1ift their snow—capped heads to the very clouds 311 both
monntains and clouds ars plended togetheTs Thite with 2828, thelr
hoary hends disdaln 1lookling down to our little gorld below.

. 'The rosds today 8re as hard as if HMeAdamized, thot
quite,hilly. Te asea any quantity of prairis Gogsy they are aboub
the size of the N.E. Red squirrel and resemdle them vVOTry much
ezcept they are more of a 8rey than red. I AW gt a loss ©0 Inow
why they. have the canine sboached to them 1n lleu of aquirrel.

Thursday, June 28th-

. We left swaetwater again this morning;_had rravellad
ahout two miles when Our wagon hroke down} WO wera compelled tO
unlcad and after overcomling this slight difficulty we moved on
ascending 2 high hill for goma three ailes; tho! 80 hilly, our . road
+oday has heen fine and hard. Tonight we are sgain on the Sweetwatel
we have sordad the river twice'today;,saw more antalopesnand one
elk. Our @ncampmen; is now within ten yards of & Bno¥ bank of 10
fea’s in depth; the. grass along the BNOW ig green and Tlowers bloom
by the side of‘their.bittersst snemy, 1ces 8 contrast carbainly.

riday, Juns 29th. - :

This morning took our final 1eave of the r13ttle
gyestwater” and at 8 ololock arrived at and passed the long sought
gouth Poss of ths ROCKY Momntalins. I rind myself ruch in error in
rogord to its aWPGRIANCE; suponcslng 1ts ascents snd descents rough
ragged AN rogly, in llen cf which 1.could not have told the point
gnid to bs the Pass, hed I not saen the waters of the Pacific Sprin
wending thelr way westward. The road through the Pass la a8 good
s one a3 any pastern turnpike and hard and smcoth as though MeAdamd
T'e also hailed Qregon 83 we left the Poss. e .are now encunped
oponut w0 =miles weat of Dry 2andy Creell, with neither wood or water
and with Vvery 11ittle grasd. During today'a drive I have counted 3%
oxen desd ©Y the ways having pecone tired out and left to the mere]
of the wolve3d. '

gaburdey, Juna 20th S '

A short distonce from our hiwouac, we oame to the,
forka of the road, Oone via Salt Leke and the othber vila Sublettes
cut Off. we declded On roling the latter gad soon €aue ro Blg Sanc
wnich v forded and encamped oOn the wesbt bank at 10 A.i After
Glnner, with others, I wenb uP the strean 1in asprch of gress for
our jaded animals; We fcund folerable grass ghout two miles fren
camp ln 8 §rove of tall poploT treea; hore WO spent the .}, - Tow
ntgnt in gsuntering anout the 11ttle strealy aigcovered and esptu
three bald sazles; 1 mensured cnej 1t was 3 3/& feat fron the %1ip
one wing to the tip of bthe othier and the bird was nob qet fledzed

=

~ammnd on hACO, crackers and water, and turned 1n quite earlys
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Sunday, July 1st
vman I awoke this morninz, the birds had comzenced

4 s
that» sonra, the Zun ¥s3 =emayine 1t drizht pays threugh the
Yenpeics 0 Lo.o Lrass under wioss sneller I avs louagse o comfori-
ably, and &1l nature ssensd zlive snd cnesrivly I falt czo tooj fer
none hui eoa omicgrant on this asorry trip knows so well nhow to
aprreclate s half days rest ln a sbacy frove, 50 seldom his lot.
In oy poekst I had a fraznent of Hontzcmeryls Foems, and. after a
naoty meal of bread and bacon, I enjoyed reading for acme tine.
-

arm and always was an admirer of his poems, telling such simpliclity.
His poems are not like Byrons, leaving one sad and dlsccontented;

but after resding them I am always more chesrful and happler, 1f

not bett@r.

Tn the P.i. our little mess {four in number) were
visited by & slight thunder storm, & rare ocCurrancs of late, At
aundoyn we drovs our animsls to our wsgona and by 9 P.M. we commenced

uvr night drove sacross our first desert: road good; just about
midnizht we passed the Eay Stack, a hugh pils of sarth heaped up
near the rcadj I have heard of this curloslity being mentioned by
travellers, so give the appellatlon mysslf. During the after parb
of trhe night, we sncountered a clay mud which retarded our progress.
This mud is the result of a thunder storm mentioned yesterday which
seams to have been more severs here than ln the vielnlty of Big
Sandy. I drove the team till 3 A.M. and turned ini the alr cold
and some wind, Hight drives I am decldadly opposed bto.

¥onday, July 2nd . .

We sontinued our travels till 4 A.M. and then made =
halt for breakfast; thls was soon disposed cof and only for Glmner
and supper did we halt azaln t1ll mldnight. - The whole route 1s =
dry, dresry, dezolste nlacey no vegetation except the wild sage, of
which scme 8 to 10 feet in height. The soll sand end gravel, road
good. Ve passed sevaral ateep and rough preciplces and great caution
.1g nscessary to the safs pas3age of tesma, We reached the river
about midnight and found a place where our thirsty animals could
drink, and allowing them to do so I tirned in wilth as good an appetlte
for sieep as I ever did. The day has been as fatiguing as any one
out. We have encountered thres smart showers with windy thunder
and lightnlng. ) |

¥ednesday, July 4th , . _

o Independence Iay on the plainsl The earth was never
.blessad by s sun more bright or =a morning more lovely; the wvery -
birds ssemed glad and breathed forth.thelr grateful warnlings so _
merrily, that cur little encampment manifested n degres of enthuslasm
not often lknecwn to members of a party similar to ours, on the 'plalns, .
we pesolved to comstemorate the annlversary of cur country's independ-
ance with as wmuch festivity as poasible tho! far remcved from
civilizeticn and its ccmforts. Horton obtained from camp bread,
bacon snd coffee and to finlah our dinner and to typlfy our revolut-:
§onary strugzle, we wagsd war upon the mountain trout of which the
rivor has plenty, and the Yankses having come off ms usual, conquerors,
we sat down on the ground L0 as good g dinmdry as wWe could expect here,
tro! we might wish for bstter. The rulos seem Lo be celebrating the
dey friskinz adoub with lopped sars, mcre liks young laxbs than worn
dowm bheasts of durden.

s hear of late nows from the states; that Canada has
revolutionized and declared heraalf free from the Crown of Fngland,
Tedey we have Tired nc gun, cut I have pasacd the day pleasantly
and feel, after out rest, llke geing shaad againg the ncre so, as we
hear the much dresded cholcra is raging fearfully and fatally omong
the rear trains, of which they say there iz some 4000. 3Some of owr
company are anxious to begin packing; I cannot bthiok 1t advisable,
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Thursday, July 5th

Tending the anlmala all day; in the inbterim caught
some f'ine trout and shot some small gars. We ars yet unabls %o
2233 tha rilver; at this pelnt the viver is about the siza of the

Connectlcuti near Oxford or Haverhill, ¥.i. It runs very swift,
Ssveral mules drowned today; nine belonginz to the Pittaburgh men.

Sunday, July 8th

Lgain The conscientlous scruples of ocur company were
set aside end we travelled today, having lost so much time for the .
laat Tew days., Uubt way lay through a lovely valley; we soon croased
& high rough ridgs and then came to ancther fine valley, Again
ascendlng a ridge, we came ' to a grove of Balsam Fir trees; the
descent Trom the sumnit of the ridge we found quite difficult,
During today's drive we crossed Hams FPork, on.the banks of .which
stream I noticed an abundance of wild flax, oats and rye. Ths atream
was full of fine mountain trout; I saw some I opine would weigh two
pounds, At our encampment we have flne wood, water and grass.

Monday, July 9th

Soon after our starting from camp this morning we came
to Eear River, & fine stream of cold water as clear ms cryatalj
slong 1ts banks grows a thlck hedge of willows, Taklng a northern
course through the valley we come to Smiths Forkj thils stresm we
croassd four times in a half hours drive, When on "terra firmae"
we rcde over rocks rough end rugged, glving as I thought a falr
slght of the Elephant. At this place we saw a great numbsr of the
Soshones or Snake Indians; they are middle sized Indians, dress.
wlth some taste after the manner of mest Indians, rather gaudy, -
#e could trade only one article with them—-tobacco. During the
P,il. we travelled stlll down the valley, with scenery unsurpassed
by eny 1 have yet seen; on the one side a very wild and abrupt
chalin of bluffs green with s tall waving grass intermixed with
wild flax with 1ts pretty blue blossoms, and on the other side of
the river s gentla slope from the high land to the atresm with '
here and there a fine shade tree, making the wheole a delightful
panorama. The rcad over which we moved is as level as a trotting-
course, We pliched our camp on the river bank, a nice camp ground,
though we wsre exceeclngly annoyed by the mosguitoes, and the mules -
more than ourselves. S

Tuesday, July 10th |

- Left camp thils morning about 5 o'clock and have been
cressing ridges and bluffs sll day; towards evening we stopped on -~
Iear River at Smiths Fort. Today I have seen-several of the Snake
tribe of Indlans, After supper I visited the fort, situated one .
small island of thls river. Nrs Smitk, the prcprletor of this Fort,
kag an Indlan squaw; su Indian girl for which glrl he says he paid:
$30.00, end one son by his squaw. He has & large lot of cattle,
horses, and hogs, & c¢at and a dog. IHr. S, 18 a rough fellow, but
lives like a prince in this far off place, He trades with the
Indians, with whom he ssys he never has any trouble, I bought of
hin a finely dressed deer skin, price £1.50. I am %0ld Smith is
better known as Peg Leg Smith, he having but one leg znd uses a
wooden one.

Thuraday, July 12th ,

Cur way thie Wworning lay across a fine valley with
roads like a turnpike. Passed the Soda Sprinzs. The water at these
Springs bolls up from the emrth strongly impregnated with carbonic
&cild, ©On leaving the river passed over a country sald to have been
visited by earthguakes or voleanoes, I think these speculations
correct Judging from whst I ses, At one point I descended some S50
or 60 fest below the surface of the ground, c¢limbing down on the-
fragments of rock; a most dismml, cold, damp and lonely cave; the
rcek Basaltle, We also passed the Stesmbost Springs.
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The bubhlinzg water, as forced from its sourcas, produces a slmilar
aound tn t¥at o 2 suffiar stsamboat; nsar Ly is 3 amall wilstle
formed 2y the presvure of the water forced tmreugk a zmall caviity
in & sclid roei. I sow :ore Indians today, ths Soshonees; gave
them tobaceo. They seamed to have some Intelligence; weres well
formed and zeem to bs a zood race.
‘ridaey, July 13th

Travelled 21 uilles today. Encamped at the Dase of the
dividing ridge 'twixt the waters running to ths sink of St. lary's
River and those flowing into the Pacgiflc., At nocn I visited an
Indisn Lodze; exchanged a tin cup for a pair of moocasins, The
Tndians had some fine ponies but would not sell or exchange, This
P.M. passed through a fine grove of birch trses; they looked like
our waite birch of the 'East. While plcksting our animals tonight
three Soshonse3 Indiana came to our camp with thelr squawa and
papooses, Wa gave them bread and coffes of which they ats and
drank as though they thought they ought to eat and drink =1l we gave
them; 'after supper they wishsd to smoke the pipe of peace with us;
we sasented and they gave us lettersa dirsected to Fort Hall as an
indication of %their trustworthiness; they then bullt a fire near
ours and socon fixed up & few boughs for shelter and left us for the
night. One of them talked 2 little English.

58]

Sunday, July 15th

, Wosquitoces waging a furious battle all day; we are all
resting, overhauling or washing.

Mondey, July 1léth: - : S e

Left moaguito town before sunrise this mcrning and
after travelling six miles crossing any quantity of mmd holes
arrived st Fort Hall, I find it like all trading posts on.this
route, bullt of adobes. The inhabitants are all busy selling furs
to emigrants; I pald $5.00 for a flrst rate Buffalo Robe. Encamped
on Lewla' Fork of the Columbla after fording the Fort Neuf m pretty
stresm of some 75 yds. in wildth, y

Tueaday, July 17th _ _

) . Sur way today lay.cver a barren sage country; roads
toleratle good but quite dusty. Incamped on the Fork of Snake
Rivar, Took a bath thia evening. ¥e passed today American Falls:
and Fall River; the Talls are formed by petrified beaver traps, the’
flood wood, etc.. Protty old beaver traps I think. . :

Saturday, July 238th . N

: ‘Stood guard from 2to 4 o'clock. The breaking of day
on the plains is = scene and gives a feeling I never experienced
elsewhere: no cock-crowing; no rumbling of carts over the pavement.
A1l stillness; profound stillness; no objects springling up as day
dawns to the vision; ell is the sky above and the earth beneath.
¥o bresze; no nothing, till all at once day comes, and anon 01d
Sol hsa come again to lizht the emigrant on his way. .

This morning the alr is quite cold, The dust rolls

up assisted by a smart breeze in perfect clouds, almost btlinding
ona, %2 cccasicnally lzeve the river today to avold canyons and
hends in the rivsri fine grass. and roads 8ll the way 2nd I notice
plenty of Red Top. I learn the Indians are pecoming qulte trouble-
somej today I heard of cxen belng shot with asrrows and =0 badly
hurt that they were left as useless; this 1s suppesed to be the
object of the Indian in shooting them; they getbting themr for Tood
ag soon a3 the owner is zone and an opportunity offsera for eating
them. Some enigrants-have ravenzed themsslves by killing some
Indians; I believe this 1a & bad plan for us to adopt. We double
our watch tonight snd ell orms sre kept in readiness for any danger,
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Tueadar, July a3lst
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abapt f“rs Aedie 1121 2 2'2%0ck. 1 i ﬁq* 10 miles our mTouts
. a dean andd In some plscos f'e 1 looking canyons, rovth,
ad an vociy oldes VOLePAnr skymn’us and seemlnc at acme vnoints
ebout to btumbld €70~ thair base urying eversthing beneath
iy ruing; the uzale distanes ovar a sarles of arid Hlu;fu, no
tation excopt the wild saze and sreass wood, both of whlch sesmed
inz for theclr existencs on this sterile spot. Over thesc dluffs
*he gistaneces is 11 nllea without water and after conming to e spring
wa found some grass, Jonight teok a flne bath in the river and cn

Nne banks I saw ths primrcse In bloem. During the evonlng the wolves
gave us quite a gerensde
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“r‘day, August 10th

Tied ropss to the wagons this morning and aaslsted tha
mules to get them up the sand hill which has been lookinz down on
ua all night, All day the country has had s most dastitute and
begrarly apgearance; ths dust almost suffocated one sné tha roads
badly rutted; had our nacning on poor grasa. AL nizht by stopping
some f[our milea from the river and driving the stock to the river,
we were ensbled to got good fesd,  Our boys all call this river
Humbugz Hiver, I have Tound it very different from what I had
anticipated, The water ia highly impreznsted with alkall., Ths
temperature durlnz thé day hot and suliry snd at night very cold,

Saturday, August 1lth

As soon a8 our wsary vodies and drowsy eyes could be
brought to sctlon, we laft caup in seareh of better camping ground.
We think of stopping here till we have somewhat recrulted our stock
and out greass 4o carry us over the desert. We moved 2 1/2 miles
where we egaln camped, The whole valley from 10 to 15 miles in
longth and wildth extendinz from bluff to b1luff, 1s covered with =
luxuriant growth of clever, herds grass, red top and in short with
all sorts of nuirltious growtn. At alzht I visited our old friends,
the Whaeling men. ‘

Fonday, August 13th

All hands made hay for tha animala to sat while cross-
ing the long drlve. Durlng the evening we were visited by Messra,
Goode, Woods and Esker of the Wneeling Co. Maj. Goode gave us
pretty scongs and was accompanled by Dr. Ames on ths violin. The
covpsny'separated at 10 o'clock, having paased a very egreaable
dey and partlculsrly pleasant evening,  After this I wrote to
¥other, which letter goes by ilr. Sanders who forwards it to Sen
¥ranclseco for which place he starts in the morni ng. It wzs raslmted
of Daniel Webster wnhen Secretary of State =zeid, "ir. President
I %111 never vote one cent Irom the publlie t“easury to place the
Pacific Coast cne inch nearsr Foston thon it is now."

After Dr. Vhitman's efforts im bshalfl of that torritory
Lo agaln sald, "It is sofa to asssrt that our country owea 1t to
Dr. "miltmen and his associstes missicnaries thet all of the
territory weat of the Hoecky X¥ountains and soukh as lar ss the
Columbia River is not now owned by Englsnd and held by the Hudson
Tay Company."”

Tuesday, August ldth

- Qur stock veinz in goocd trim, we 1aft camp zbout § P.YU,
and after Arivinz soms twenty minutes cne of my fevorite mules
dropred down dead from the effects of a snake bite. roor o0ld nogs
he has dens us much goed service, I took 1t quite to heart but
could 4o nothing for him except pull him to a gulet restlng place

££ the road.
L 2rive t11ll twe st night brought us 5 miles wess of

the Zinlk of “hc Humbolt and 20 miles west of Gresn Valley over a
fine road; here is the Sulphur Springs atrongly impregnated with

sulphur and very disagreeable to the taste; the aniwmals do not
Aminls 2+ fraslvr,



wednesday, August 15th

. Stayed up till 3 P.l _
the wnile: luy undsr» the wagoa 15 gb na train mel
walkad cn in advaace taking the right hand or c¢ld route 9 Trucikas
instead of Carscn RUver. %e arrivaed st the Bolling Sprinzs at 3
A.¥. having come to ths mesh dsaolate couniry man can concelve of;
utter dezolstion and no giga of anything either animal or vezetable
axcept the bunches of wild sage or greacse wood. In one place we
found a small guantity of wator, but so zalty or briny I could not
drink it; this was in a2 smell pit sunk by scme ane whio hoped by
dizzing to guench his thirst in thig out of the world place. The
bolling springs are guits numerous; of a pliuish clay one will find
tna soll surrounding them., The water is so hot as to elsvads mercury
to 205 of Fahrenhelt standard of heat; it made -tolerably gocd coffes,
but was not palatablée after cooling it to drink, without scme coffee
or tea to take its bed flavor away, or. rather nesutralize it, Cur
mules drank of this water but sparingly. On the whole I think the

expregssion of one of Eryants party was correct, "Hell 13 firing up
and we had better be off,* - :

.
* L3

Thursday, August 16th -

“We dld not get off however t1ll 9 A.HM, having rested
somé six hours., ‘This morning the sir 1s quite cool comparsd with
the 1last two days. ¥%e moved on some 15 miles through & similar .
country to tnat of yesterday, with beautiful roads. %Us next-came
to a heavy sand bank; here finding our mulss almost exhsusted, we
ungeared our animals, pub 10 mules to our cockery leaving the
remaining two wagons znd driving the remaining rmalas to -the river.
1t fell to my lot to drive the wagon, father and Horton remaining -
with the wagons. I arrlived with the team ot Truckes sbout 8 .é'elock,
As T saw the cottonwoods rearing thelr heads along the banks of the
stream, some two miles distant, I hallsd the sight with.ss much joy
as though I had got my pile in the mines and was homeward bound, '
‘The mules rushed into the river as socn as they reached it and drank
£i1l fairly foreced to leave the wabter by whipping. The Truckee water
I thought the best I ever tasted: at this point the streanm is about
50 yards wide with gravel bottom gnd. water so clear it snswers well
for a mirror by which to make ocur tollette, :

Friday, August 17th . .

_ - The firat thing done this merning was to send water
to father and Horton who stopped on the desert. T walked five .
miles to et a mule end then sent well filled kegs to them. In..
the P.Y. bathed in the waters of the Truckee. At 8 P,¥. the man
came in with the mule from the wagons; T then rode the animal to
grass azaln (5 miles, dark a3 piteh.) On.my arrival there, I did
not like to foot it back im the dari, 30 I lay down on the grass
without a rag under cr Over me.

Saturday, August 18th )

Phis morninz took animals to the baeck wagons and
brouziht them to the rivsr, much to the relief of the lMessrs. Verrill
and Horton. We ncw consider ourselves over the "Grest American
Daserts? Kyself and in fact ell of us sre pretty well worn dowm
and I am in hopes bbe wmemders of the Company will conclude to roest
hore a short time, 28 I believe man and beast i1eed repose.

Sunday, August 19th

After a regular washing and cleaunlng up, tcok a long
algep under a big tree, scmething we have not found for 500 mlles.
Dinad on bean soup today, guits a rarity. Went to grazing ground
‘in the aftsrnoon and cut and packed grass to feed while crossing
fpom Truckee River to (arscn; we have decicded to take this route.
while I hava been absent from camp, father has swepned wagens with
an emigrant and now I have to asslst in unloadinz and loarfing the
wagon,~~hers goes. 11 1/2 F.d, The job iz done end now I.will try
to et more rest,-- in the new wagon.



15

londay, August 20th
Left comp =

7 AsHo for Corson River whera we arrived
a2bent 8 P, nooning thr h

3

J.

47

ours, Tedding our anlimals on our new

WAy over a dry, darven and candy nlaing
nite roush and rocrj Distance 035 milcs.
Te £ind tnis river similsr to that of Truckes or Sslmon Trout..
are new over all the long drives and but 163 miles from the Gol:
DMlesinty.

e —— EN & T
2 hay eut 5% Truclkss
el
.

Tussday, August 21zt

Stoad guard frem two $ill four this morningg then in
company with ‘Stoddard drove the animals 2 1/2 miles up the river,
ero3sing & high sand vluff to a lovely valley, the river meandering
its way throunh its contra, its banks lined with big cottonwood
timber 1ntarmingla¢ with which is ths pretsty weaping willow, and
the whole bottom coverasd wlith 2 heavy growth of bhlue graas, Fa
first bullt uvs a sort of bush house, next took a most refreshing
bath In the clear stream near ay end ‘then passed the remaining portion
62 the day as best we could, Ve had a good dish of soup from; carpy

tonight no one having coma to our rslief, we have. fo guard. Fhe mulas
by ourselves. .

TEE GREAT ANERICAN DEBERT, It spreads in undulating and tresless.
rlainas and desolate sandy wastes, weariscme to the eye from thein
.extent and monotony, snd which are supposed by gensaloglsts to have
.formed the anclent floors of the ocsan countlesas sges since, whers
its ‘primeval wavea beat againat the granlte bases of the Rocky

. Mountains. 3Such is tHe nature of this immense wilderness in the fay
west which defles cultivation and the habdbitation of civilized life,

ednauday, Aughat 24ngd
- -~ Drove our animals to esmp st an early hour and our

train was under way by 6 ofeclock, Our drive was over & csandy ridge
for scme 12 wiles and gt one point, we had & fine view of the “Mirnga“
‘repressnting to all appearance o fine large lake and trees on its
banks.  We never rsached lta chorea, but some of the company still
belisve the laks 1s there. Reached the river a 1littls past nosn

and camped'cn.the3bottcm land; grass poor and little of any sort,

Thursda,, August 23rd

"~ Upon unrolling myself from under my blanket this .
norning, the firat objeet I saw was the slky high Sierra Nevadas
1ts many peaks mingling with the clouda end loat to vision by their
height above us, in the valley, and so vhite wilth snow we cannot
diatinruish where {Ie nountelins end snd the clouds bezin. The
air this morning mors nalmy than herstofcre and the sun zhining
go banizgnly on us, renders our view a pleasant cone., ilooned on good
zrass, In the P.H¥M., were visited by a refreshing showeri we heard
the trunder roering far over the mountaln ¢liffs, echoling from peak
tc peak, striking me with an awe akin-to fear and reverance. Crosaed
another 12 mile ridee with bad.rosds this P.U, At camp tonight, we
have good grass, water and fuel. '

Friday, Avguat 26th
ATtoer a four hours drive this =orning encamned ¢n the

river in zg fine grsss as I ever saw on our Iflincst cultivated

intervals at heme. Eickkem collected a quentlity of Huscles from

the river, of which ocur cock made & soup, bubt the muscles were so
tougn few of us cared for the dlsh, Thls evening ¥r. Vanco and
othera returned from the mountains where they nave been hunting;
they bring soze gsme and raport they saw larze mrmbers of sntelope,
crousa, %clves sud hares, with plenty of signa of beara, The
mountaina enﬂloalnf the valley on elther side are covered with heavy
pine ti=mbor; thay ere very ateap and the soil simllar to that of the
»ing lend in Hew Hamnshire.
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Saturday, Auausu 26th .

This morning followed the river some 15 miles, crossing
asveral fins mcuntain streams whose waters rush down the steep
ravines with tremendous Torce; 1t Is really.a luxury to have good
wholescme water once rore arnd to see such fine timber growing: After
nooninz we made 10 miles encountering several bad rwud heles. The
around 18 ccmpletely saturated with water from the brcoks coming .
from the mountains and from the over-flow of bolling springs; we
have ccme on to seversl large bollers as the boys ¢all them. I have
2 bad headeche tonight; perhaps caused by gstting shockingly out
cof humor this afterncon, Contrary mules getting stuck in the mud
and the like are of frequent occcurence, but this time worss than:
the very devil, so I got mad.

Sunday, August 27th ] :

.- Arrived at Pass Greek Canyon about 9 otelock, the
entrance of which 13 a most lovely spot; high mountaing on either
side with a narrow pass between ornamented with 2 heavy growth of
Norway pilne and shrubbery of varlous kinds and colersy a fine
mountaln stream coursing its way througk the rocks; all in all 1
romantic and wild pass in the mountains. We eroased the creek over
a roughly construected bridge built of logs and began working our
way over huge rocks, stumps, etc. t111 12 o'elock; .we then came to
a place we thought 1t necessary to use ropes in- thetdescent of a
short but steep hill, At this point the roeks sre plied up on either
slde 10 or 12 feet In height and nearly perpendiculary after much .
exertion, we took our teams over in safety. I noticed here and there
pines growinz directly out of a soft rcck or perhaps decayed granitte,
I am at a loss to know what nourishes these biz trses where thers -
13 so little earth about them. I saw-some raspberries on the creek,
not .yet ripe, but nearly so. At 5 oleclock ws came up with a big
ox train; now we think we have found the elephant, Here we ungeared
our animals; there belng no grass in the canyon,. we were obliged to
Arive them to grass. sonewhere and return for the wagons in the _
morning; it being my night to stand guard, of course I was. one of
the .perty. We left and after much trouale lighted our camp fire at
10 o'clock, after pulling -6ut” thrae of our mules from mire holes
with ropss. In the interlm Worthingtoa and Bickham got mired.in a
sort of Sulphur Springs, so deep nsither found the bottom; of courae,
we all had .a laugh and cracked our jokes over our half frozen -

companions, We ate & slice of raw bacon, sonme hard bread, sipped
a 1ittle coffee, and turned in as tired a set of fellows as one can
imagine.

monday, August 28m

Barly this morning, moved for better grass and grazed
the animals for two or three hours; then drove them to the canyon
again, where we 1lifted at wheels t1ll we at last succesded In getting
through the roughest piece of road I gver saw and In season.to camp
before sundown three miles onward in a nice valley on ths creek runnin
through the canyon we have so long been dreading to see, yet wishing
to pass.

Wednesday, August 30th

As soon as possible this morning, we comenced the
getting of the oemply wagons up the mountains; this occupled our
attention till 1 P.M, The view from the swmit sublime; looking
to thse North and East I see e succession of beautiful nills and
valleys, the formsr from my location gseem but s=mall bluffs and the
latter like smell ravines, with here end there a flat cr perhaps a
small pool of weter, which were I near them, presume would prove
ponds end lakes. From here the whcle South 1s absolutely hemned
in by huge pesalrs of mountains rising one g2bove another and West
nothing but a dense forest, while at my fest lays the lovely Red
Lake wo left this wmerning.
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6 Tind the way vary difficuli, yot all ars forosd t0o admire and
evera the sutuer of such a vast amphitheatre of scenary; though
3 timed of Lhwe trips snd its fativues, sueh viewys Al wa have ssan
for tae last few days, 18 cospensatlon enough for all. The road
ts Laks Valley we found rougi:, but mede it without mush difficulty
b7 sundown and encamped at thia bade of the dividing ridge 'twixt
w5 and the long sought California, ' :

Thureday, Auzust 3lat ,

: Tarly this morning I was called on guard and in ordey
to get an early start, sroussd . the camp ab daybrealk, we were moving
st O olclock acd socn bagan our asceant over the higheat wmountalin
we have Lo crosz on ths trip. e roached the sumalt ebout half-
past ona T.M. ¥aile on the summit T still saw mcuntaln upon mountain
rising #o high the eye could not dlscovor thelr tops, 8o nicely
blonded wlth the clouds, ¥e have a cool breeze todmy, Our way
gown the West side of this mountain we find extremsly rough end
rocky, making 1t very laborlous for us as we were freguently -
ohlized to 1ift our wagons about the rocks snd other obstructlons
to prevent an upses, in, the ebrupt turns and windinga in this
natural or rather ummatural road, Our boys havs some cf them seen
deer and entelope- today; tracks and other aslgns sbout indicats an
atundance of game in thlas.Rock Valley, the plmce of cur ancamoment
tonight.. Distangs 10 miles. A person has visited camp tonight dirept
from the digrins; he reporta. favorable and says California s jJust
"what she 1s cracked up to be", '

Sunday, Sept. 3rd _ o ‘

. nemained with the wagon all @ay. About ncon I could
no longer do without water; I sallied ombt in search of some when
moat fortunately I fournd scme after a three hours gearch, NMany
teoams passed todny, nost of which seem neazrly worn out. -

Tusaday Sept. Bth

Entéreﬁ'?iéasaﬁt ?aliajréfter driving threse miles;
tris 1S a nice vallsy but lacks wator. Game plenty, deer, hare

-and guails oniall aldes, Arrived at the ¥ormon digzings being the

firat on tAls poules O gur-arrival at this.place we,.wlthouk -
bardly aowing wmiai we did, sei up Hahoubs, halloz, etc.” expresslve,

of pur - joy:at tha coneluslon of this, our long and tirssome - journsy

seross the plsins. Thaiz P.X. Mre Vance having expresassd a wish to
withdrew from the company, @e consented and proceeded to the setting
off o -him hls share of effecta.. I am gorry to see him leaving '
usj:he bas -besn 5 very effiatent member of our company and though

sone scem @lasztiafied with some of nis meesures, I sm satisfied .

211 he has done {which is much) has been with a view to tae company?'s
good and the comfort of its merbars. Nay he make m plle and rebturn.
fo his fewlly egaif end live a long time wiith those ke loves, Hr.
Vonee hes his fpulta but all men haves 21l in 211 I think him one
of neturea ncohlaemen. 3Jod Bless F1ll Vencs. _

After the divisieon of our company property 1 want to
Sacremente, wnore I sold four mules with wagon for $1200.00. Hy
rirst meal consisted of vork and beans for which I pnid #1,00, no
extra Adishes given. Our comp 52 miles away, I reacred uftor one
dews walk, earrylny € gmall package of tes welghing 7 1bs., an tln
peil in which was e ple costing wme $1l.00 end a smell »lece of salt
DOTH. . P
: Turing my stey in California I pald for a pmir of hoavy
boots 554,00, for a tin pan $8.00, for a long handisd shovel {16,00
and the same mmount for oae pound of saleratusy for butter T1.50
and 80y ror potatoes.
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T wlned, kept a sort of ranch, st one tine tad forty
soayiora ot 1i0.0u 8 week with privilagze of aleenlng wndar the
13 0alSe L 2ullit of cousle stoned anl 078n ang 3914 braesd at 504

1
e

ver Lo Scushk Pork or ihe imarlean River, a tribubary ol thae

acsenoato.

0L o

"h3%e in California I aaw Sacromsnio cnce almeat under

Lev. nage dostroved by fire snd once vicited by cizolera.

.Q?E"-ﬁ [ 2 kAl i
yw youta home was by the Fiouragua Istlunus and on the
2¢lasntic sido was & passgenger onh Lne afteryerd Tamous 3tar of the
west whieh atbompbed to proviaiza Fort Sumptor st the breaking oub
¢ the war of She Neballion. ILanded at lew York in mood hsalth,

(thanks to a kind Providence) énd a few hours later wad anong
friends. .

lent @ud rovo Pull welpnte S1th two parbners bullt the Iirst brided
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Saturday, May 5th,

Qur little train moved this morning about 9
o'elock; we traveled along slowly during the day, 13 miles over
a fine prairie of gentle slopes covered with a tine growth of
green grassj we could see nothing but one blue sky and the rolling
Ihin. no tree, no shrub, no little streams, no timber num

t sundown we were tnrao&, owing to the ition of the ’
to encamp on a high ridge without water, except for the animals,
and without wood, The roads to-day have beern quite heavyj to
drive long drives as we have been forced to, without s has
fagged our mules.

funday, May Oth,
Held & council this morning and decided to move
on tho' it is Bunday., We have had to drink bilge waler or none,
since yesterday morning, Travelled some 16 miles when we camp
with Wheeling Co, with whom we intend travelling to Califernia,
go.y tell us they have beapn waiting hn-:n for usj 1 think they
flatter us, We now number 60 men good true and if the Indians

ntmunrur, they will find they have not got "an ordering
up ™ ,

Monday, May 7th.
fhves avay S1h % th
te.
mmhm' 'quium:ylllnvm

erossed three bad
all of them leading
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Wo followed along the banks of the river for geveral hours and
often sourfed up game but was not mble to get a shot, Horten is
good company and though we got no game, the excursion was a
leasant one, I have wished a thous times today that Bill
')E.“ was with me; he is of a temperament to enjoy such trips
and appreciate such scenes us one finds on this trip out west,

I being somewhat tired with running over the
hills, turned in quite early and had Just got into the arms of
korpheus when I was awakened by a ¢ for Joe; when I got up
I found Mr. Vence had treded awey my wagon to an emigrant who
had the misfortune to upset his wagon in making the ford and
broke a wheel, Of ocourse it was unloaded and the contents puf
into the rempining thyee wegons; the Job lasted some two hours
when I ugain turned in.

Sunday, May 13th,
: Rambled about duri.-l::inth. morning, took a bath
dur the afternoon and hunted during the evening, A
8 manner of spending the Sabbath, bLut one is forced
fesort to all sorts of ways to amuse himself without books,
sooiety and companionable men, Besides thers is a great amount
of gery to be done which cannot be put off, and it 1s
to lay up wuch as the emigration is large and we
d

f short, and the nearer the foremost, the less will
the grass be ﬁi‘ﬁ.
has never

Should this ever be resds by anybody who
taken trip, he will this is an apology for
miass the Sabbath. He 48 mis 3§ for one here is foreed
te elf to ciroumstances. Yhen we left the states, we
rest ourselves and teams on Sunday but it is impossible
s we are often caught on poor grass and perhaps poor
a8 likely 1t is Batu night as many other time. I

t
agreed to
to do so a

water, and

believe the trip has been made wi t travelling on 6 s but
1t was under much more favorable ciroumstances than those by which
we are surrounded this season,

this morn at an early hour, still on
the rolling prairiesj scarcely any timber or water, oSaw two graves
today; they were new graves, and as I passed them I felt a Yy
feoline coue over me, 1 learned they were Californiansg
Goddlen dreams are ended and the low winds alone will surmur their

eternal requiem,

Wednesday, May 1l6th.

o Today we have travelled over a bad, heuvy road with
pitches, bog holes and oreeks all the way. !'cn.lcﬁt I anp very tired;
wvater bad and wood gone. On the prairie today 1 noticed some
northern "Live forever” very rank, also wild rose bushes in
sbundance. Crossed Big Sandy this P.M, and encamped four uiles west
of its banksy on its banks saw hickery and walnut trees.

Saturday 19th,

2 'wgh.ulnmm;nwwmudu ables to
lighten loads; roads bad and mules weary. on the -
Republicsn Fork of the Blue., Tenight increased our watch for the
first time, as our puide tolls us we are in some danger of the
Pawnees the greatest thieves in the world.
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Monday, kay 21st,
Hoved on 24 miles today, About noon Bryants train
sed us a smart pacej his mules are heavily losded and their
gcks sore, We rnnh.& the Platte River bluffs about sundown

vwhere we encamped without wood and with 1ittle water, The scene
a6 we made the last bluff was tr sublime; we could see fine
groves of timber away some five o8 distant by the side of whieh
the lingering suc shome upon the green grass and gently flowing
river, I stopped for some time und gazed on this beautifvl scene
with almost uncontrollable admiration. The air is guite coldj
with hot days and swampy o:;gin; places are I judge good ingred-
ients for the compound of ch fever and ague is manufactured.

Tuesday, Masy 22nd,

Today we made 14 miles over bad reads. Our route
after the first five miles lay al the Platte, a fine stream,
Wie reached Fort Kearney about 3 eo'e where we made a halt.
Here we again lightened our loads, This evening wrote mother a
letter to send per express, This 18 a government ex s, Our
encampument is o mile east of the fort; we are not allowed to near
the Ii'ort., 48 Uncle Sam fears the emigrants animals will steal his
crazsing.

Wednesday, May 23rd,

lioved at noon, passing the fort which is a dull
dreary looking place, At the fort is a store where the traveller
ean pay a big price for r poods, The fort is bullt of mud; I
notised a few sticks of r lying about, but do not see where
they could have been taken from. Tonight are encamped on the
Platte having travelled but 10 miles.

Friday, May 25th. -
Laid up till noon and then mov
finding good encamped again on the
fine siream @ or more in width, s
covered with grase and timber. The largest
Island 52 wiles in length, finely wa
timbered; its elevation 18 such that 4
Fremont recomrends it as s suitable si

We are now looking out for the buffale
antelope.

Sunday, kay 27th,
. This morning our camp become suddeanly excited by

the sight of Luffeloy they were on the north side of the river.
Some sttenpts were made to form & party to hunt them, but either
their mo ty or some other cause vented, After dinner 4n
company with four others took my ri and started from camp in
search of -ntnlpr; we found them quite plenty on a large prairie
lying at the foot of a high bluff. I was e to get near enough
to make them fsll, I shot at one but the graceful animal was out
of sight in a second., Our fuel at camp is Buffalo chips.

dednesd May 30th,
oy ﬂuﬂl{othu stornm 't; ap a&mﬂ'. & A
morning father came ny wagon e ving blown down
tent, the rain pouring down in !orﬂnt.l. The storm continued all
. e have no fusl but buffalo chipsj very cold and wet and
£ o'elock found me turned in half frozen,
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Thursday, kay 3lst.

The storm still continues and we moved at ten
hoping to find grass and fuel. Our Indian guide came to camp
this P.,i, without Capt. Vance or Kr. Domilie; lbwtt camp
yesterday noon and during the afternoon killed a alo; a
pony having given out Ll‘t-: chase, Vance and Domilie packed the
meat and Isaoc started th the m:r V. & D, 1t supposed
have taken the wrong difectisn and t on the prairie. It is
now ten o'cloek and they are not inj we are quite anxious
concerning theam,

While I am writing the moon is shining coldly
down; no wood, no chips. We got supper by wild
fills the sir with a perfume not very plessant

Sunday, June Jrd.
Barly this morning started over
search of buffelo; rode
course; :; n: falo
camp my e became
I lost my hare and
time I Jeft it, 1

' J 4th, .
i 1 Sl Al
asse Way .
:I.J;l and on '

is a

the distance
Jail, as jails seen to be
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This earth judging from all about it is a part of a high bluff fildann.
the vacuum about having -been preduced by some convulsion of the!
nigdn;“m olmn;:nuﬁm nul:t umnn;ld a fine stream /|
ca p we are 5 t of Chimney Rock.

amg.u P.N, Dr, MeK, has begn to the summit of
Court House and desoribes the view from the summit as most
beautiful, Encamped at half past five on the Platte.

Friday, June 8th, -
Kade an early nt.nrn found bad reads; met kormons
from Salt Lake., During the P.K. visited Chimney Rock; its height
some 6 or 8 hundred feet above the river with a spire on its top,
hav the unpoetical resemblance of a hay stack with e pole in
ddle. Distance today 13 miles,

Saturday, June 9th, !
Shortly after taking 3

morning, we entered a most lovely and

either side iz piled mountain high, huge 1

and with a tﬂ.l:ﬂt of fanoy, one can

architecture epplieldl to towers, castles, ca

appearance of ancient ruinsgj in the v grass

cover & nice level botton lend extending to the bluffs forming

the enclosure,

At night we had scarcely pitched our camp near a fine
w there arose a tremendous thunder storm
- and orecking

thunder

June 12th,
SN Reached Fort Laramie this mo

who has besn in
been
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About noon we crossed the Laramie Fork of the Platte by fording;
not deep, but we were froced to block up our wagon beds. After
leaving {.h- creek, rose high rough bluffs which we crossed to
the river and encamped about three o'clook in good grass,
Distance 14, miles, Overhauled our wagons and chatted over a
camp fire till Led time and turned in, Had a nice shower during
the night which was quite acceptable as 1t laid all the dust.

Wednesday, June 13th,

At 6 o'clock leaving the bottom land on our right,
wo ascended high bluffs and once on the ta{, of course we had to
descend sgain., The descent was quite difficult be through
narrow, steep and rocky passes,

Bitter Cotton Wood Creek, I
Mil:g to meet for a long time; they are covered with the cedar
tree hard pipe,

mmﬁhom P.M, today 1 had a chase after a buffaloj
did not get a shot ugh the "oritter" was killed and I ate &
good siged plece o!' buffaleo steak for my supper.

early start.

ford this A.K, but after wading abou
gave it up.

several small

several sage hens

5 or 6 feet from

‘I:'Il'l’l. five

have been to

feot of snow lying on the bl
from our bivouac, While
thrifty grass and plenty

our fire used by us for cooking,

the Company

sandy. Today 1 noticed for the

covered with pearl-ash, I gathe

little, if any from the same ar
This mo ve

"Swootwater River;" its waters

species of the finny tribe.
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Some 3/4 of a mile from where we struck the stream, we came to the
world famed Independent Roock., This rock, or stone mountain, is
some 600 yards in length and 120 yards in width; its height about
100 feet; its top oval in shape and guite smooth as though worn

by rain and weather, About the base of this huge natural specimen
are several smaller stcnes, placed there, us it were, us neighbors,
Giant and Pigmies.

Leaving Independence Roeck, weé travelled on 5 1/4
miles coming to Devils Gate. At this point, the river passes through,
or between perpendicular rocks of some 4 or 5 fundred feet in height.
I ascended to the highest peak, and can “f that this sight will
convinge all travellers of the propriety of the appelation, Devils
Gate; it certainly presents an awfully ;rand appearance. ﬁiuotlr
under the high bluff forming one side of this gate, we tured our
mules on fine nutritious grass, good, because no tra er had
attempted to drive mules over so dangerous a path to get them %o it.

Monday, June 25th.

Leaving Devils Cate we continued our journey over a
sandy road, croseing a h ridge hedged in by high mountains, rooky
and steep; at noon we l.g. touched Little Sweetwater. 1 must
not forget to s of view of the snow capped mountains called
the W River Mountains, I find no one who can five any information
concerning them in our Company, but the view exceeds any scenery I
have yet seen. Tonight we encamped with the Government train.

Lednesday, Jun® 27th,
© Left camp et 5 1/2 o'clock and traveled 21 milesj

forded Sveetwater threc tines today. For some days past we have

been in sight of the Wind Kiver Mountains; today the view is a fine

ong; they lift I:hurlmv;mhom to the very ¢ till both

pountsins and clouds are together, White with age,

hosry heads disdain looking down to our little world below,

The roads today are as hard as if Ncidanmized, tho'
quite hilly. We see any quantity of prairie dogs; they are about
the size of the h.E., Red squir and resemble them very
except they are more of a grey than red, 1 am at a loss to know why
they have the canine atta to then 11.11 1iew of squirrel.

Thursday, June 28th, :

e left Sweetwater again
about twe miles when our wagon broke ‘
unload and after overcoming this sligh i

regard to its appearance)
n:uda.ndro ; in lieu of which I
esid to be the Pass, had I not seen
wending their way westward.
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he road throurh the Pass is as good a one as any eastern turne
pike and hard and smooth as though McAdamized, We also halled
Cregon as we left the Pase. Ve are now encumped about two miles
west of Dry Sandy Creek, with neither wood or water and with very
Jittle grass, During todays drive I have counted 32 oxen dead by
th; way, having begome tired out and left to the mercy of the
wolves. :

Seturday, June 30th..
A short distance from our bivouac, we came to the

forks of the road, one via Salt Lake and the other via Sublettes

Cut Off. Ve decided on going the latter and soon came to B

Eandy which we forded encamped on the west bank at 10 AN,

After dinner, with others, I went up the stream in sesrch of grass

rormjudmugnmummm&nt -

fronm un:g in a grove of tall poplar trtu:i here we 8

Toward night in sauntering abou 11t

and captured three bald ‘:i%:‘%nl

feet from the tip of cne tip o

bird was not yet fledged. Supped oh b

and turned in quite early.

drink
for sleep as 1 ever
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