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o. ,. L, cttr, oot, ,oth 166, 

ln 111 l1tte11 to rou d1.t1d th• 24th t 1ald nothlnl 

ot 1111 t,lp ao11011 the pldn•, and prom!lid to 11.TI t'\111 par­

tioll11l'I in anothu .litter, l 1hould · have done· 10 ,oont1' ,· 

bu.t 1111 pt.pH 11-VI OU.t in ,wrlt!nl that llttH 16 l hlVI not 

bean 1bl1 to-obtiln lfl111no1 • llntil thl1 mo11nln&, Al in 

mr tint _ l1tt.r, I w!U op1n mJ Uaey bet'111'11 m• • till 111 

,torr u p11-in1)' 11 ponlblt t11om that~ l ·oannot nr1 well 

11nd )'OV. 11111 1k1toh11 -with tnh •• th•>' 11'111 all too 11r21 

to mail :l.n 1111 l1ttll'1, B1tol'I I 1111-vt here, however, l 111111 

und th1111 all to you, It' _t Dl1'1')' . them wUh 1111 much lon111r l 

111111 lo" tn .. , llllo I hav• 101t too ·IQO.nr lllrndy, 

A1 I hav1 'b1t'or1 writt1n, w, urivtd :ln ·N1bruk1. 

City torly 'ruud.a:, morninll, Juna n, 11ncl art,r pialling out 

oU1' out1'1t, walked out to th• cor·rall • 1nm1 4 1111111 trom 

town,. Thi aatt.11 WIH l\er~ed on the P1'1il'11 nearl,J & tht 

wagon• 1111 loaded prepuratory to 1t11rt1ne, Got our dinner 

that C,a)' • 'baked bread in 1111llll iron 11!Ulet1, tried _'baaon, 

• 'bolled aottee, R1li1hed it VII')' much, \'nat day we all 

picked out out' yokea, chPins &c, At night"' Bl,ept in the 

,ragon1 on top ot the tre11ht • ea.Ch. T.'allOn belnt: C:OYlred fll tb 

a ;cod 1ne1t1.nu, 'l'h• next 1nornin11 I hel~td to yoke up, W•r• 

up 1on11 betore sunriH,.and drove in the aattl• at once. suah 

8 um, I never aaw, 'l'he -"'bu.1111" were wild, many or them had 



n"H' 11•• 7oked Hen, and 1r rou oan ·Uaa1ua• tht ua, ~• 
'°fa.lid 'lltlo bad nn,r had a bo,r 1n their had,, Th• w11cm1 

wel'e OD2'1'alle4 1n a oirole, with ·op1ntn1• oppo1lt• 110h other 

fol'llltn1a100411114 J&l'd, 'l'h• 325 head that•• had ~u1t · 

crowded .the oorl'all tull wlth ha:rdl.1 a root to 1par,, It . 

wa1 no •111 tulc tor u1 1reen hud1 to 10 tnto that ool'ra11 

• th• 'bllll1 ra111minc and orowdina allout, piok out.JO\ll' ••h1,11r1• 

thlft JOI.II' •leadtl'ln ll1w~1• I Jpolnt-ra• and alkt no alltak1, 

llat that• not th• wor1t ot lt, Att,r ha1t an hO\U'I oh11inc 

t.hroulh the ma11 ·attll' a wlld t,uow, rou oorner him • 

mana1• to ta1t1n th• bow by wo2'klna ••11' oaHMlY • 1om1 

oth~r ,t,,r, h1vin1 a 1rud11 probablr 11ain1t the on, rou ar, 

1•ntl1 u•1ln1 up to. th, w11on wh1i1 to raat,n • 1lv11 him a 

punoh in · tht rib• wi-th hi1 hom, and . 11nd1 bill "lei tln(" into 

th• htrd, You hand on 11antully and ar, 1nAktd_ IJ'Ound "rtaht 

.1mart1" 11t into a ju probably, ana have to jwap on 10111 or 
their . 111ok1 to . ,xoape belns 1qu1111d to a · ~.,111 . - then tak, 

111 tht klolc1 Jou 1•t, and contrary 1t11r1 who will"•••" 

when the)' th0\1111 ·•haw". and who wont. atop when told to wt 10 

~1mmln1 ri1ht on, probablr ·1nto other team, - 1 p1r1on c•t• 

all h• b1r11dn1. ror and a isood 41111 more, A 1004 man1 ot th• 

a&ttl.i we had to larr·1,tt., and pull ·t11,111 rtaht. down to a 

Wheel I then 701te, 'l'h•r• ••• 10111 qu11r drlvln1 that tlr1t 

day out, . Thirt wu onlr a few tonauu 1ll'ok1n· hot11v,_r, . 'rht 

r1r1t t,w da11 wt aad, bUt. on, 4riYt a day .wt att1rw1rd1 

alnt• 11&d1 two• 1tttln1 up in th• .morntni •• ,oon •• it-w11 

111ht ,noulh to ... and drtv1n·1 till. ten When 111 woUl.d W\10kl, 

ooolc bNaktait·, 1re11• up .oz, Dnt other little ~ob, _end toke 

·up o.1aln abou.t thre• II d1•1v, ui.l aund.own, our 1vna1• time 

'atttl' •• aot 1t1:t1d WII 1, 11111~1.a dav. Thi Z'Oldl ovtr th• 

plainl_&J'e IIOlt IXOl11tnt. %n f~Ot. %Ive ntVIZ' lttn bitter• 

bto•d, 1-.,1, II niootii', II r•t ·tt1,re hu n,Vlr be111 \he tll'lt 

.... ,. .......... """·" '191/ffl +.t!-. 
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·CJDU1 " tinols Ule Plot., , .. 40 .Ue• tb1t 

lid• ot leanr, th• .n.4 lat OHi' 1'0Utn1 .Pl'ail'le, Aloe, 

th• Plat~ 11 ••• ••1'1 level UMS••4, with 1oa,o,11 • 1tn11, 

,t,. o, dHoent •ions tbt wtaoi, l'01ate, OIU' ,,.at11t attU.o• 

ts.on wu the du1t - it wu tearful • 101Ut111H 10 thlok that 

lt ••• illpo11t,bl1 to 1e1 more th111, • 1ln1l1 rod, Whan•• 

oorralled at-n11ht we aore re1111bl1d !11ptl1n 11wam1,1 thin 

llV1.n1 'belnga. At 11am, I 11ana1ed to po1t two or thrH 

letters u I ha'H betore 111d. We ude no 1top then, dr1Y• 

ing rigbt _tbl'OU.lh and ,oing ION 10 or 12 Jl1lea be7ond • 

.ltter th11 ·ccamenoed 111 career ae a veritable •Bull•Whacker.• 

Great t:lae1 I had with ·tha·t 6 yoke ot ~attle, but.before I 

cot tbroueh I had them broken lnto about 11 good a team a1 

there wa1 in the whole train. Had great trouble at tiret in 
making them keep up - couldn't u111 a, whip ettectively. The 

llblp1 ·they u1e on the plains are eno1"111ou1_ ihlnge made of raw 

hide plaited, about 12. feet lODI, or aore, _and an inch: ta 

halt 1n diaatei' a.t the be111· & with a ,took about 18 lnchu 

or · two tHt 1n l1n1th. The "Bull Whacker" takea 1r.ea t prld1 

1n b11 proticlenoy·witb hi1 whlp. The "popper" con111t1 or 

a thin ,trip or buak1k1n, • with that they will 11ak1 a report 

1qual to mu1kat ever:, tlme - and clra,r bloo·d from tho c.attle 

at ever:, stroke. It wu 1ome t1111 be tort I coul.d · •pop• or 

whip 1cientit1ca1ly. 1>r1v1n1 mr t1a111 :at first .wu hard ... 

they requf.nd. con,tant attent.ton, had to be at th&111 contin• 

ually with llhlp • vote,.. 'l'he r1r1-t weelt out lll8DT or our bo71 

were 10 hotr11 that .they could hardly •P•lk• For the fir1t 

two or thre,' we1lt11111-t••t troubl.ed •• -o 1reat deal. They 

didn't bl11t1r, but WIH te~er and 1ore, and aab1d. a 1004 

deal nlthta, I uaed to oome 1n 10 tired that I w0\114 bunlt 
rllht ln •• 1aon •• I ' bad eat lll1 bread• baoon • drank m:, 

oorr ... ni, pro1r11m tor one da7 at . tbll time wlll _&lY• J0\1 

I 
I 
I 



••• .ld•• •• to Jao1r 1: HlS.1h1d tliS.1 lcS.-4 ot lit•, 1D the IIOl'ft• 

la1 ,u,t •• da1111 bloe11c.,an• bttor, mt 11e1p 11 halt out, thl 

nl1ht watoh 1011 arolllld P0\1Ddln1 on the wa1on1 and or1ln1 

"Boll outl Roll outa th• wl.11 ,,. oom1n1• end a, tlHy ooae 

orowdin& 1114 b11lowi111 into tl11 oorrall I alway, nnta11)' 1 

and 1om1timH quit. 1\ldS.bly d••n the 1111111, But thez,e they are 

• I 11u.1t 1•t up, S0111et1111u there 11 a dl1per1t1 rHolution 

t~ lie 1\111 • 111,p and let th• ocm1e,u1no•1 b1 what they 111)' 

wt J thilllc b1tte.r at lt •· oonalUd1 I ·might ai w111 11t up • 

do 11th• reat do, 8o _I 1tr1toh my1elt again, t11l tor my 

hat, pull 1111 old 1ho11 on my 11:111 aohin1 t11tJ • back out 

th• w11on h1lt ·awak1 • 1houldar I yok1 and co1111111no1 lookinl 

tor 1111 old •ott Wh11l1rn, It 11 hardly 111ht aft!S hav1 1om1 

d1tt1culty S.n dht1n1!,lbhing th1111 all • 11t II)' last .. •11oint1r" 

1olc1d attn a While• drive th111 around to the totlgua • hitob 

on and am all read)' to 1tal't, _I 1111 uitually throu1h b1·tore 10111 

ot the ra1t ari and II I t11I -a l.1tt11 ·hl,lnll'>' I 10 over to the _­

m111 wagon. IIOUl'I a bit .or bacon _• bread, it th1r1 11 any• 

and-mak.• ·an 1.ar11 lunch • 10111et1m11 I 11oure 1t th1 nicht b1tort 

& 10 hav1 a bite all r•~•r, I reel pr1tt1 hunlrr how1v1r before 

w, hal1l. up at noon tor br1aktut, Attar oorra111n111 th• 011ttll 

are turnl'd ott t'oo ·t .. d, Two 1111n ar, detailed aa harden- to 

k11p them tram ,~ra:,in&, w, pro011d at ono1 to. 11t br1akta1t, 

Wh1n wt had. na .r,gular oo·ok thi1 was 111uall:, an attair ot a 

100d d11l .ot'hlk -or in othl'l' wordt "lllowinl"• Yiho nm to 

11t wood? who •wa1 to 11t ·water? . who' U mix th·, 'breed? 

then ·th1 oottea 6 .thii thins und. that tb1n1, AttlZ' I whill it. 

11 all. don•• wt 11c:h take a p11oe at 'braad' 1n on• hend • a 

oup or. oottee in _th• other, t1nd a 1hady plao, ·undtr 10111 

-wagon •.devour all with a r1li•h, · %n tha·evanin~ it 11 u1uall1 

du1k batore w, c:or.rall and quit• dark 'bttor1 11ttin1 ,upper. 
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We 10 $a prett1 h••~ Oil oott•• I a, I 111111117 ,at quite 

heartil:, I ,oiaetl••• ha,, qu1,r dr1aa1 - 101n1·to bed lmmed• 

lat11:,·att,naz,d1 H we 4o, u, dream, run 1nvarlab1J upon 

1111 oxea. Alu• t ·evll':, nS.lh't I 1m&1.ln• th111 up to ,om, 1m­

propr1tt7 II 10 t11Z'lnr out ot th, w11on, Crowl 1111.11111 wakH 

up• 'br1n111111 -~aok, On• 41'eam 1n .~rtloul.1r wa, o011loa1. 

Wt ha!• 'bil lh&IIY 'bl&ttalo robt to 111,p on - on, nlrht I 

1ot up and 001111111no1d pu111n1 it tl'Olll under Crow1•1 heed tn 

a ••r:v an1rr1t10 1111nner. · He, ot oourH, d11111nd1d a, reuon 

tor 1uoh a proo11d1n1, . I r1pll1d, 1tlll 1111,p, •1 oan•t 

11t thHI 011! 111411'1 'hHdl around", Another tillll l wokt hlm 

with a uv,11 blow s.n: th, ta-oa, I thou1ht I wu at th, 1t1t1"1, 

Mothin1 ot 11p101a1 lnt1r11t oaourr1d on the trip 

Up tht. Platte to thl 01'0lllnt at Jlll11b\lrsh, We oampld IVl:1'1 

d.11 within r1Aoh or th• bt1 muddy, It ri11~bl11 th, Ki11ourl 

vuy muah - in 1om1 plaau lt wu two or thr11 1111111 wide. 

It 11 very 1h11low, ·1 p1i'1cn oan ford 1t 1lmo1t ·1n,wh1re 11· lt 

hlll I ¥11'7 IWlft OUrHnt, Went ln Hllllll'lng ln •lt about IVlry 

·dat, Op to Ju111b\lr1h w, didn't 111 a 1lngi1 rad-okln with 

tht IXOeptlon ot I few Ollllhll Ind OttCH th1 Othll' 1141 of 

Xea.m,y. Thar are cr_eat on "tobao11 • t11111d away 111 th11 ha.4 . 

. from 1omo ot tit, bo:,1. W• heard-a thou~cind and one rumor, 
hown1r ot th.tr ho1tUltl11 • at Kearn, thly wciaU not let 

1,11 thAn 30 w11on1 p111 • 1v1~:, man ,wa,. required to be 

armed • . They turnilh1d me a ShlJ'P• C1rb11n • I had a Colt• 

HY01Vlr of, 'fA'I own, 

Al'Z'lvad at: tb1 o~iaina pl101 on the ·South Pl•ttt, 

1om1 ·two or thr11 , mllf1 beiow 3u111b\lr1h July 24th. 'l'h1 

Pl:1tt1 at thi"I pl~o• 11 about halt a mile widi and th• 1rutes 

depth Would not _tXotDd thfN or tour t11t, bllnR dllpHt near 

110h lhore • quite ,hallow in tb, mlddl•, . Ylh,n we arrived 

' I 
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theH there weH •~ thNe OI' tov' otbel'. traill• aroHina 

.• pNjJ1ril1a to Dl'OH, . 'l'ht . •oent WH I lively one aM t,t will 

be hard tor•• to 11•• JOU a p1rt1ot.1d1a ot·1t bf word• alone. 

With the re,t, % 111111· ••n4 you• •ketoh ot thi1. !'tit river 

WH ts.11",4 trom ~k to · blllk w1th team, or0Hin1 II reorouin1, 

'l'h• 4i'1Y1r1 11 a 11n1n1 thin1 oOllt 111nu1 pantl and ·1tt1Hd 

only in the 11sbt • airy 001tum1 ot 1h1rt • hat. w, un­
oouplt4 our wa1on1 • put tr01112 to 18 yoke to·,ach t1n,le 

waacm, · When the oxtn tir1t enter t.ht water th17 1r1 1omewh1t 

tinl1d and lt 11 hard to m•k• them pull at all - tii,n th• 1111• 

in1, tht hootina, the hurrahln1 Ind th, araaklin1 ot whip, 

a1k11 a Yll'J' pand,mon11lll, ni, aattl1 ·p1un11 and tu1 1niS •~• 

• haw, and art,r a d11l ot trouble 111n1,, to Pul:1 out trom 

tht tir.at pl\anll from the ba~. Clear aoro11 tht etr11m it 

11 now a aontinuou1 yell and hlll'r1h at th• oxen• ••w•ho -
Whoa • -haw - yip• hi• hlff all the timt 1a11n, on·wS.th 

·m11ht • main, with wtilp or aud1a1. !l'l\t btd ot th, ~iver i1 a 

k_lnd -ot a q1&ialc1and • 1rav1l, Xt m1J111 bad work 11vJ.Un1, 

Wirt nearly two hour, oro.,1~ with on, V1a1on. !l'l\e OW'rtnt 

11 10 1wUt too that it taku 1oma-or tht 1m11ler oxen otl 

thtir ttet ·in th-I dtepHt )larta. W11 taken oft rr, ttet onoe 

• oam, up undar th• oxen - but 011111 out a11 .1'11ht b1twe1n 

thtm,· Cro11ln1 at tht 11m1 time were l1r11 band• ot .810\lXI • 

bi.I bra.v11 on 11.ttlt poni11, 1q1aaw1 lHdinl_ th• paok honu 

• and Ju.v,nUt Bio~ p&ddlin& alons vtr:r ntarl:r 1n a ·,tat• ot 

nat\lS't, ·m1thn 1hort wa, oovtred with wa1on1, 'llhtlt tbt 'bank 

wa, orowd1d with drtv••• 11. Indl,n1, · Cro111d with about halt 

tht train ~hat ni1ht, It wa, ·,rttr 1un11t when x·a,rived on 

th• oppo1i_t1 banlc, A tbund•r 1tor.11 waa_ riliill and -it w11 1row .. 

lnl da_rk v1"r1 rapidl.7, 'l.'htre X wu with only a •hi.rt • hat • 

• they wit• 111 th• ri1t or IQ" oloth11 b1in1 in on, or tht 

wa1on1 ·on the other 1141. Pi1llk1d th, idea or 101nw baok 



°'" tbtr• f.n tht 4ulr wlt.11011, •••tht.na to .. , .. n ha4 
Oll1J' bad Upt lwtaktHt ••t· d•J 1'Hak, Wtnt to work ~u,t 

•• r ••• t!:lat Dllht alld 10, 1uppt'. ro, the••••• Jt .. , 
pit.ob l>laalc wun % bad 1ot throup ao th0111ht J WOl&ldntt tor4 

tho rivn ,1a1n, llunko4 ·1n with on• ot tho bo1• undt1' a wrtalo 

robe,. Wt had no 1ooner 1ot in than th, 1tora brolc, upon u, 

in all lti f\117, Wt had 1erioua apprehendom ·that it wo111d· 

aap1ize our wagon.. Th• w11 it 1hook thin11 waa • caution. 

The rain cue dawn in torrent•, · 'l'he thunder & l1ghtenin1 

WtH iDoe111nt, The next 41,)' w, f1n11hed or<1111n1 •. We now 

1truok nearly north - 101n1 up Pole CHek about 35 •Utt and 

then 1trikin1· up over a hilh ridl• tor ·•o•• 40 mil•• or more 

and 1tt'llok the lortb llatto. Along Pol• Creek we oamt aoro,, 

tn, quantity ot Bloux Indiana and we had ,om, IHat tlmu 

w11al thta, Dur OCNi°H up tht ' lforth Platte ·waa without 8J11 

apooial 1nt,r,1t, A1 w, neared Laramie•• bad 10•• ver7 bad 

aand h1111 to pull over. 'l'h• aa.nery along the river 11 qu1to 

tanta1t10. Al 1ou oan '" by the 1lretobe1 I wUl Hr¥1 1ou tb• 

rook• a, they are oalled are m,r,11 hard ala7. The 1torm1 11114 

rain• hav, wa1htd them awl,)' into auriou1 and tanta1tio 1hap11 

re.-emblin, the ohillnt11, ·oa1t1,r, 4011111~· llo, &o, all havillt a 

moit ~iotuH1qu1 ·raritt)' ot outline, Laramil 11 th• but 

built poat on the Whdlt Un,, It re11nbl11 quite a 11tt1e111nt . 

t,oa • Uttlt ~iltano•, Dr.o.,. rl1ht through 10 l bad no ohanoe 

to look around, Our oour11 arter tbia waa on rou1h mountainou1 

ociun~ry, We 1truok th'I Platte but_tew t1.11H •11th• w17 up 

to Platt• lridl•• 1'h•. 1am1 day we paa11d through Lara1111 we 

11111'1 untU 3 o'oloak. th• neat morning pullin1 up over • aand 

hill, At Ill litter Cottonwood we .nupt. up wilt! a Jlol'IIOn 

train, W• pa111d thrOUlh th•lr aorrall :uat 11 they wire ~•t• 

Un1 breakta1t, 'l'hll'e wer• 1om1 thr11 or tour hWldrtd men, 

., 
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woaim, 1114 ohi14,eD, IIOl~f lnaliall • ih• 10WHt !fOl'kUI 011.11, 

J)ane1 • lol'We11an1, laoh t11111, hat 1,1 own tlio9 and th11 .. 

oamp ii • Urtlf ·aoeu, pa1'Ho\llal'lf at nl1ht wh•n thtll' 

OOHa11 1'81114bl.H a 1maU, Olti1• 

. 40 al111 trora r.arale we ao11• to tilt lunoUon -
.. 

where the •Pow4u l1Ter l'oad• bzoanohtt ott to Montana. ?n 

_oon11q11enoe ot th• Indian troub1ea tl'aln1 w1r1 not a11owad 

to 1o· th~, ,011t1 ~1111 th11 waltl4 unt11 JOO waaona wart 

ooUtatad. to11t11ar. W• wtl'I au anxlou1 to 10 that ·•011t1 ti 

auppof14 ilnim w1 1tal'tad that w, wo\114 wt th• waaon 111ut1r 

OhoH to 10 on tht 11tar ro11t1, 'l'o Vlr11n1a Cs.tr bF thl1 new 

l'OUtl lt ••• 42, 111111 ~"' th• o1d l'OUtt ·about 1,0. It 11 

beat tor 111 probably that w1 dld not 10 that-way•• INt _tew 

tl'aln1 want throulh aat11,. W1 had aomt hard pullin11 an4 hal'4tl' 

Umaa lD cro111n1 tht Blaok Hl1i1, lt ii a very ro1.111h wild 

oountry and v1r1 tr.1q1.11ntly w, drove untll late at ni&ht, On 

1om1 ot thtH at••P rooky hll11 lt h a 1r11t wonder to mt 

tnat w, did not 1ma1h 1v1r,thln1 to pS.1011, fitd d111t troubled 

u1 a_dreat 4111. !l\t· tarth htr• 11 1101tl7 rtd • pulvtrl111 up 

into a vt1'Y tln• d111t. · 'l'hat would r11t up 10 tblok from tht 

earth that u w11 101110.11111a llllpoiliblt to 111 or: br11th1, 

luat bttozot wt rtaoh1d Platte Brld11 th• lndl1n1 wtrt pl111n1 

th~ 411101 ln and ntar a ttl11raph. 1tatlon at Deir Cr1tkJ Wal 

burnt .Ju1t attar. we p1111d throuah • wt 11w thi 1mok1 • tl1m1 
. ' 

plainly, 'l'hty didn't ~hoo1i to 110111t u1. At~ minut,1 

[lat1P) 10111 101,f11r1 .trora the tort oau down 1ik1 amok, bowut 

f-01' in, 1oen1 ot aa_tlon, 

Cl'OHtd Platte !l'id11 at •un.11t Au1, 18th. 'l'hll . 

11 · quite a -bl'id1• - ,o .. 50 rod1 in l.tn1th, built ·1n rather • 

1'l'i111U'Vt lttyle but. 1ub1tant11l. Co1t1 about t, a t•~ to 

01'011 lt. Atttr ltavlng ~hi ·Brld1• •• ~··••d OYtl' IOIIII Vll'f 
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•Ol&lli ,oa41;, 1oin1 up ,• doa alaoet perpendiO\ll&r Nok1. 

hoa bere Wltil •• 1U1&Glc the Sweetwatu 11 oalltll the heart 

ot the bo•Ul• I1M!ian1 owntl'J• Didn't trouble 111 ••r, 

ll&Ob bow.,,, exo~pt to 1taaped1 IOIIM ot OIIJ' 1toolc and keep 

u1 prett:, well on th• lookwt, our zooa41 -atter 11111, ••H 

nzov 1004, Alon1 the lwHtwate, .. 1 tin, altar 1tr11111, 

abov.t tht 111, ot wtn,.ut1 Kill, there wa1 plent1 ot tood 

tor oattle and plenty ot Bu.ttalo chip1 tor tire, One 

1in11&1ar thina _abol&t thil oov.ntrr 11 the 1oa•oitr ot wooll, 

w, ha1e tra,,11,d •••~• without ao •v.oh a1 1Hin1 a •lnll• 

trH, .II men :vov.. He on, 1t 11 awaJ 11pon 1oai1 1ol1tar, in• 

aoo1111blt olitf, Wt UH ox obip - or manurt - which wh.,n 

IIJT ulcH .an uotlltnt tiH, Alon1 th11 part ot the rov.tt 

ooyotu II wl\ltt wolvtil art ve-q thick, 'mt)' makt ,ver, 

nlci,t hid10111 bJ their howl.inc. Antelope, rabbit•• ••1• 
~,n, art quit• plent.itl&l and •• hnt man, a oha11 att~r thta 

• · tnt)' .. k, _a v117 11:1e1blt varittJ in our bill or tar,. 

Befort an, o-r ua art awar, ot 1t· w, ar, nearly tbrou,n the 

South Pa11, ni, Pa•• 11 10 wide (1oa1. J5 m1111) that to 

all· 1pp11~anoe1 it· 11 no ditt,rent trom _th• ,urroundina 

owntr,; Aw17 to th• north 1tHtoh11 1 uanitioent riln1• ot 

th• Rookie• ·oalltd tht ·Wind River Kta, w, 1aw their ano• 

capped 1W1111it1 ·when•• tirlt 1truok tht Bwe1tw1t1r 80 mil•• 

awa1, lb• w•atber· w11 1:11:trnllJ oolcl 1n the· Pall, On th• 

)0th ot' -A1&1\,l1·t had a anow II h•U 1tol'III, · 'l'n1 'fi'ind1 blew 

thro1&&h II throu&h I pel'lont In the ntllhbol'hoed. ot the San4J 

.Rinn (Bil, Little, a. Dry) •• aaw 1-01D• Butt-ala. _'rwo othel'I 

• 1111111r oha1id on, aom~ •ix or 1iv1n mil11 c;me 1v1nina bl&t 

t11l1d to bl'in1. hit.- to ti••• . 1l'OII hu•e on. t;o Kam•• Porir, 

11h1r• :t 11tt· the trMin, w, travelled in oo, with• lar11 

Mormon train,. , ·,,e~t m~J ot their cattlt had bten ,tolen 

by th• %Ailian1 · 6 all th• pa111n,tl'I had to. nlk, 11'• lit a 
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peat UllJ .l'ide Ila OIU' waaaa,, At~'• ·rol'lc n 1ot tht1 

lob ot Jlaullla& ha1 ,mtil •• bad a Sood ohuoe to 10 llato 

the ott7. 1'!'0II eai-11 aol'D till 4&Z'lc n work'4, etopptns 

~\Ht 10111 .. CO\llh to nallow I aeal - wol'klla& tti• Whole ,..,en 
4a11 to the w11k • • 1leep11&1out11d119117 n11ht, lad qu.tt•. 

a ta11 ot 1now on, D11bt, • 1n the momtns tound ouulTH 

1now14 \lndll', Loat on, or 1111 .lketoh-boolci here that oon­

taln14 I &reat 111&111 lketOhllo Lo1t mt oo•t one 417 with 

·~O\U'rlll 110 1n 1111 POOkttl .. for thre1 4&11 II then happent4 

to oom,. &Cl'Olt th• per,on no .found it. It wa, hard wort 

for Ill.I at fir,t to bandlt h&y' but afttr I While 00111.d load 

and pitoh a, ••ll a, any of the11, Hau.led 40 tona 10111 10 

01' 12 ailtt Ud 40 more 10111 28 miltt - oontl'aotor s1t1 .,, 

·ptr tOll at the. ,tat.ion - pa71 12 to have it cut with a 

maoh1n1. 

i!le 2nd train•• were with b1lon11d to .1)'1r1 ot 

L•av1nworth and'h&d about tht ,1111 kind· oi tr111ht a• our r1r1t 

one~ Wt sot alon& tint rate unt11 ·With1n about 25 IDilH of 
tb.1 oit1 where a 1now 1torm overtook u1 and 11141 bad WOl'ko 

w, had ~uat 1ot out of 'reton. or111t canyon .when it coamanotd 

rainln1. La1d 0\'11' . one day 1n o·on11queno1 ot it ·and •• it 

ol11re4 up a littlt next da7 •• haul.id out and 11&41 tor th• 

tu.11111lt, '?ti.I ,round WU alipper, and lt WII v.ey Ml'd tor th• 

oattl• to pull. w, w1r1 in what thty called "Patl17t1 Park", 

1 meadow or 10111 600 aore1 1n amonc the mountain,, and we have 

to pull ri1ht u.p over thtm to rat into th• v1ll17, Wt ·tollow 

u.p and d11otnd .. oanyon on both 1141i. ltltor, "' sot to th, 

1wnmlt th• aatti, fMVI out and lt aomm,no14 inowinS• 'rt11 

ntzt 4a, it 1now1d aon11d1t1blJ and wa• ••r:r oold, w, 
dou.bltd t11m1 and manased to haul all but two or three ••1ona 
t!) thl IUllnlito All %··bad, to WIil' Ori 111 tat, WIH a Pl'• of 
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~la lll&all:alcin aoooadna · Wit~cnat atooll:inat, D• IOlH ha4 

WOffl 111 tbl'O\llh cmae 1ft4 I )1.114 1111ft on .·nM ODHt '1h17 

1too4 ·1ervlo~ ·but • ihoit till• la th• mu4 and pl.U.lad ott 
lllfllll t111 · ao1t1 Of rq t11t on the ll'OWld• Zn tlll llidclll 

ot the road t.11• 111111 wa1 a toH or two dHp while on the 1U1_1 

it ••• har4 and oonHd 1i1 th anow. Part of th• t111e i w11 

1:1.alf way to my kne11 s.n mud an4 then 1a the ,now. You can . . 
im11111.1 what kind of a time 111 feet had of it• kept hard 

at work without a moNenta lntel"lal unt1i nial\t • . That n11ht 

it w11 111 turn. to herd ~· oattle 11nt1l th• niaht herder• 

sot their 1upp1r • oame out to relieve me. We had to drive 

them three mile• down the mo\lntain to wllere there wae II'•••• 
Runnin1 over rough 1rou.nd 1tick1 • 1ton11 juat nuabed 111 t,et 

10 that ther1 _wa, not th• lea1t t11l1n& to them. Got baok 

up to the 001'1'111 about 9 at .ni1~t.and 1t w11 •• ~old 11 

"Greenland, Bay Yountdn1" up there. D1'ank a cup ot lukewarm ­

·cotfea and 'bunked 11:i. I didn't get out ot the wagon tor three 

day, atterward1. ~ teet were tro1tbltten on the bottom & 

to sqre I collld hardly touch them. 

'l'he drive down the other 11.de ot the mountain wu 

a hard one - the road was very steep, tortuo111 ·• windy. Were 

two ~aya gett1n~ out and all that tlme I w11 1D the wagon; 

oJ\lat about 1hook me all to p11011! Op11t three or tour wa1on1 

1n the de1oent. 'Mt1le they were 1toppin1 at on• pl.ace I 

m.~a11d to "1•t "my head out • · .. our• one 1ketoh .. . 'l'he clay we 

drove 1n to the city fl¥ t11t were tolera'bly well ao ·1 4tove 

'/1/11 train. '1'ht Cit.¥ 11 tituated upon a 11ntle 1lope ·at the 

toot or th1·mountain1 wtll~e the valley 1t11lf 1tr1toh1i ott 

to'f' m11n to the •~th i. ·wHt .. all blin1 _ enoirolllS bf 
m11n1t1cent ,now oapped mountain•• w, 01n 1et. ~u1t a 1l1mpH 

ot the lake. 1-tHlt with 1tt mountain i1land1,. '1'h• Cit7 at a -



:UH1• d:l.1t'anae 1oolc1 llll• a 1arda, A1ao1t ... ., ho,111, 

. with Jlat41J an ,xoepi:I.Dn, 'btinl IIU'roun4•4 ·bJ ptaoh tr,11, 

'l'he, II.He iuet f:l.ptnell and abouncl" in an, flllaAUt,, One ot 

OIU' 4,:1.,,r, told a 11ttl• 1hav1r that OIU'I w11 a •Cburoh 'l'fa:l.n• 

(vii - a llol'lllon Train), tn1tant11 two or thr,, other 1hav1r1 

oam• out 101414 down with p11oh11 ,m:l.oh th•J "''' bound w, 
1h0Ul.d 100,pt. :tn the Clty w, bou1ht b11k1t1 tul.l tor 10 ot1, 

Moat of tht hou111 art built or •1dob111• - 1cmt dried briok • 

wood btinl ,er, aoaroe, but on t.ht b1&11D111 1t, tht)' 11,e now 

pu.ttln1 up at tin• 1ton. front• a, you oan ••• an,whtre. 'l'ht 

1tre1t1 art Vtr, wide and bavt o111P 1tre,111 or l1vin1 water 

on 11oh· aidt. 'l'ht l&ol'lllonl art bUlldlng. 10m, hUlt tdit:l.011 

that a, yet but 0011111L1no1d, Thtr• ar• a ll'tat ma117 o,nt:1.111 

btrt and 10111. v•r, :1.ntlutntlal onu, our rirtt tew d171 :l.n 

town w1r1 not Vll'1 pleasant, It w11 moat awfully muddy and 

ws.th 1lu.1h7 ,now tor I tew h~H, Sino• that t1111·1 th•. 

-w"th•r hu been aa tin, 11 1ou oan lma11n1, and they 111 :l.t 

will oontinu-e 10 tor 10111 tim•·• l told you that·•• were kHP• 
. . ·- . 

ins houH tor ourHl·YH, Wt 11t 1lon1. very' well ·- Uvtn1 

ohtaply bUt atlll have· ,nou1h, Our bill or tar1_0~111t1 

pr:l.noipally or ·'br11d. lo pot1to111 _with iteak lo mutton onot :l.n 

a w:l.11, it 0·01t1 thr11 ot ui about t, ptl' wttk. riour and 

potato,, 1r1·v1r1 ohtap, tou would think lt rather fWIII¥ 

OU.t Hit ;o HI nit 80:l.ni1 thl'OUt!h tht ltrteta W:l.1;h I bal Of 

potatoH on 1111 baok, . I do f.t. hll'I • with a bat ot flour too, 

Today I l'taiS.vecS 1111 tll'lt lettll'· 11no• ltn:l.ng Laramte, U 

wu trom Dyu at Jlutland, and tho\lsh abort .contained mucta 

that ·1 wa1, 1lad to hear a~d r1111d me·w:1.th hope, Said C·ha4 

written to m, . but had dil'eote4 the letter _up. to Vtrsinia Cit1·. 

A• aoon a1 I 1ot in town I wrote to th• P,11, d:l.r1ct.1on1 to 

remaii 'my l1tt1r1 to this place, I tXptot to 1et tntm ncnr-----------~1-......---~ 

12 r 
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I 



i~ • d~ 01' two. ·1u, l 11111, 01011, I 111&1t bav• wearrie4 Jeni 

out 1on1 a10· 111 th• ienatb ot tbtH letters and 7011 will 

~ u iirobablr not to uke them quite 10 1on1 another 

Uae. 'l'here [an) a tbou1and thf.n11 · that OOCIUI' .to me now 

tbat I llilht •P•ak .. 11\lt I m111t 1 .... tbeal until lftOthH' 

time. 

Kopf.n1 that tbl1 and 111 pr1v1w1 letter will 

reaOh· 7011 in 1at•tr, I will r1m1ln •• tv•r, 

Your 10n, 

William 

u 




