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JACKSON'S (THE wPIONEER PHOTOGRAPHER") ORIGENAL
MANUSCRIPT OVERLAND NARRATIVE. 1866. -

JACKSON (WILLIAM H,). The Original Manuscript Account
of his Journey Across the Plains by Ox Team in 1866,
from the wet-Out st Kebraske City to his arrival at
Great Salt Laoke. 8 x 24 cross written pages, With ori-
ginal oblong folio COLORED VIEW of the "SBawateh™ Range,
gigned and dated: V.H. Jackson, Dec. 24, 1BG66. Oreat
.alt Loke, 1866. ‘ 350,

A highly interesting and importent historicusl manu-
gseript and of great sentimental value. Jecksow has now
passed ['rom the @cene
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ORIGINAL MANUSCRIPT ACCOUNT
of the
JOURNEY ACROSS THE PLAINS
BY OX TEAX IN 1866

‘PROM THE BET-OUT AT REBRASKA CITY

TO THE ARRIVAL AT OREAT SALT LAKE
of

WILLIAM H. JACKBON

"Mhe Pionser Photographer®
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LETTER FROM WILLIAK JACKSON 90 RIS PARENTS

N 8. L, City, Oet, 30th 146
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Uy Dear Father & Motheri

In my letter to you dated the 24th I said nothing
of my trip aoross the pllinl,'nnd promined to give full pur=
tioulars in ancther lutter. I should. have ﬁeno'lo soeneYy:
but my paper gave out 1nywr1tins thut latter & I have not
besn sble o6 obtain eny since - ﬁntll this torming. As in
my first letter, T will open my dlary before me & tell ny
ptory aa plasinly lu'poillblt from thate 1 cannot very well
aopd you any sketches with this as they ara all too large
to mall in my letters. Before 1 leave hers, however, I shall
sand them Bll to you. Ir: un:ry.ﬁham with me munlh longer I
muy lose them all, I have lost too mony ulresdy.

As I heve bafore written, we .arrived in Nebraska
City enrly Tuesdoy morning, Juna 71, and after picking but.
our cutfit, wnlked out to the corrall - some 4 miles from .
town. The cattle were herded on the prairie nearby & the
wegons uli loaded preopuratory to pturting. Got our dinner
thet dey =- baked bread in emall iron ﬁkilletn, fried bacon,
& bolled coffee. Relished it very much. That day we all
picked out our yokes, choins &c. At nipht we slept 1ﬁ the
wagons on top of the freight -uench:wagoh beinﬂ.eovered with
& good sheating. The next morning ‘1 heiped to yoke up. .w.ro
up lohg before gunrise, end drova'ip the oattle at once, BSuch
& time I never saw. The "hulls® wera'wild, many of them had



never been yoked 4ven, and if you oan -imagine the time the
boys had who had never had a bow in their hinde, The wagons
were oorgullod in a oircle, with openings epposite emch other
forming a good sised yard, The 323 head that we had just
orowded .the corrall full with hardly a foot to spare, It

was no sasy task for us green hands to go inte thit uurriil

= the bulls ramming snd ovewding about, plok out. your "wheslera®
then your "leaders" "swing" & "pointers" and make no mistake.
But thats not the worat of it, After half an hours chasing
thyough the mass-after a wild fellow, you corner him &

manage to fasten the bow by working very ocarefully - some
other steer, having » grudge probably against the one you are
gently urging up to. the wagon wheel to fasten - gives him a
punch in the ribs with his horns shd -gends him "kiting® into
the herd. You hand on msnfully and are snoked around "right

.smart}" get into s jam probably, and have to juxp on some of

thelr backs to exospe being squeezed to & jelly.= then take
21l the kicks you llt,-lnd uoﬁtrarv stears who will "gee®
when ihiv should "haw" and who wont stop when told to but go
Jamming right on, probably into other teams - a person gets
all he bargeins. for and a good deal mere, A good many of the
aattls we had to larristt, and pull them right. down to a
wheol & then yoke. There was some queer driving that first
day out, _Thlro was only a few tongues broken however. The
first few days we made but one drive a day but afterwards
alweys ildl_two = getting up in tho_mornini 45 soon as it wes
light pnough to ses and driving till teh whan we would unyoke,
oook breakfast, grease up or sny other little job, and yoke

up again about thres & drive till sundown, Our average time
after we got started was 15 miles. o day. The roads over the

plllﬁi‘a:d most exoellent., In faot I've never sasn bittné‘-
browd, level, & smooth, & yet ‘there hus never been the first

napny evnandad nnan them,




‘Until we struck the Platte, some 40 mile this
side of Kearny, the yoad lay over rolling _p:"u.rh. Along
the Platte it was very level indesd, with soarcely a single
rise or dilnnnt l.fsm the whole route, Our greatest afflice
tion was the dust = it was fearful & sobetimes so thick that
it was impossible to see more then a single rod. Yhen we
corralled lt--n!.;ht we more resembled Egyptisn Mummies than
living beings. At Eearny I managed to post two or three
letters as I have before said. We made no stop there, drive
ing right through and going some 10 or 12 miles beyond,
After this commenved my career as a veritable "Bull-Whacker,®
Great times I had with that 6 yoke of cattle, but before I
got through I had them broken into about as good & tesm as
there was in the whole train., Had great trouble at first in
making them keep up - couldn't use my whip effectively. The
whips ‘they use on the plains are enormous things made of raw
hide plaitéd, asbout 12 feet long, or mre., ~and an inch. &a ‘
half in diamstef at the belly & with a stock sbout 18 inches

or -two feet in length, The "Bull Whacker® takes great pride

in bis proficlency with his whip., The "pépper! consists of
a thin strip of buckskin, & with that they will make a report
equel to ﬁuskut every time - and draw blood from the cattle
at every stroke. It wes some time before I could "pop® or
whip scientifically. Driving my teams.at first was hard as
they required constant attention, l;zad to be at them contin-
ually with ship & voice. The first week out meny of our boys
were so hoarse thut they could hardly spesk. For the first
two or thres weeks my feet troubled me o grest deal, They
didn't blister, but wers tender and sore, and ached a good
deal nights. I used to come in 86 tired that I would bunk
right in as soon as I had eat my bread & bacon & drank my
coffes, The program for one -uy at this time will give you




some ides s» to how I relished thiis kind of life. In the morn.
ing Just as dawn bresks,and befors my slesp is half out, the
night watoh goes around pounding on the wagons and orying .
"Roll cut] FRoll out] the bulls are coming" snd as they come
erowding and bellowing into tha corrall I always mentally,

and scuetimes quite sudibly d--n the bulls. But thers they are
b I must get up. SHometimes there is a desperate resolution

to lie still & sleep snd let the conasquences be what they mey
but I think better of i1t & conclude I might as well get up &

do as the rest do. B0 I stretoh myself again, feel for my

hat, pull my old shoss on my still aching feet) & back out

the wegon hslf awike = shoulder a yoke and commence looking
for my old "off Wneelsr". It is hardly 1ight and have some
difficulty in dllltinguishing them all - get my lest *pointer?
yoked after a while =~ drive them around to the tofigue = hiteh
on and am all ready to start. I aw ususlly through befare some
‘of the rest are and as I feel a little hungry I go over to the -
mess wagon & sedure a bit of bacon & bread, if thers is any -
and make -an sarly lunch - sometimes I seoure it the night before
& 80 have a bite all resdy, I feel pretty hungry however before
we haul up at noon for breskfast. After corralling, the cuttls
are turned off too feéd., Two men are detalled as herders to
keep them from straying, We prodeed at once to gat bink:‘ut.
When we‘hud_'nn regular eﬁok this was usually an affeir of a
good deal.of talk = or in other words "blowing". Who wae to
g9t wood? Who was to get water?. who'll mix the breed?

then ‘the coffee & this thing ond that thing. After a while it
is all done & we each take a pleos of bread'in t.;m- hend & &

oup or; coffed in the other, find a shady place under some
wagon & devour all with a relish, In the evening it is usually
dusk before we corrall snd quite dark before getting supper.




We go in pretty heavy on coffes & as I ususlly wat quite
heartily I sometimes have queer dresms - geing to bed immed
iately afterwards as we do, My dreams run invariably upon
By oxen. Almoat every might I mlﬁu them up to some ime
propriety & go tearing out of the wagon. Orowl usually wakes
up & iwinu me back, One dream in partioular was comiocal,

We had & big shaggy buffalo robe to sleep on « one night 1
got up and commenced pulling it from under Crowl!s hesd in

& very energetic manner. - He, of course, demanded my reason
for such a procesding, I replied, still ssleep, "I can't
§9t these old leaders heads around", Another time I woke hinm
_wuh 8 lively b:l.ow_:Ln-' the faod, I thought I was at the steers,

Nothing of sspeoial interest ccourred on the trip
up tha Platta to the crossing at Julesburgh. We camped every
day within reach of the big muddy, It réssnbles the Mimsouri
vary much = in some: places it was two of thres miles wida.

It in very |hn11m, @ perscn can ford 1t wlmost anywhere & it
his & very swift gurrent, Went in swimning in it about every
-day. Up to Julesburgh we didn't see 8 single red-nkin with

. the sxgeption of a few Ozahas snd Ottoes ths other aids of
Kearnay, They are great on "tobsc" & begged away all they had
. from some of the boys. We heard 8 thousend and one rumors
however of their hostilities & at Kearny they weuld not let
less than 30 wagona pasa & every Dan was. required to be

armed. They furnished me s Sharps Carbein & I had a Colts
revolver ef my own. - '

Arrived at the orossing place en the South Platte,
some two or three miles below id'ulubu‘uh July 24th., The
Platte at this place iz about half a mile widd and the greates
d-ptﬁ would not éxceod thres or four feet, being despest nhear
each shoTe & quite shallow in the middle. When we arrived




thers thers were some three or four other trains orossing

& preparing to oross, _The soene was & lively one and it will
be hard for me to give you a parfeot ides of it by words alone,
With the rest, I shall send you a sketch of this, The river
wad filled from bank to bank with teams orossing & recrcssing,
The drivers as & general thing come minus pants and attired
only in the light & airy costume of shirt & hat. We unhe
ooupled our wagons & put from 12 to 1B yoke to each single
wagon. When the oxen first enter the water they are somavhat
timid end it 4s hard to muke them pull at all = then the ycli—
ing, the hooting, the hurrahing and the crackling of whips
makes & very pandsmonium, The oattle plunge and tug and gee
& haw, and alter a deal of trouble manage to pull out from
the first pl.unulrfro'm the bank, Clsar aoross the stream it
is now a continuous yell snd hurrah at the oxen = "aw=ho -
Whos = haw = yip = hi = hif all the time laying on with
‘might & mein, with whip or oudgel. The bead of the river is a
kind -of & quicksand & gravel., It makes bad work pulling.
fiere nuriy two hours erossing with one wagon. The current
is 80 awift teo that it takes some of the smaller oxen off ‘
their feet in the deepest parts. VWas taken off my feet onoe
& oame up under the oxen - tut came out sll right betwesn
them.. Crossing at the same time were J.lrl'i bandd of Biouxs =
big braves on 1ittle poniss, sguews leading the pack herses

= and juvenile Bloux paddling aleng very nc't.ﬂ.y in & state orl
nature, Tither shore was coversd with wagons, while the bank
wao orowded with drivers & Indiena, - Crossed with sbout half
the train that nighte It was after sunsat when I srrived on
the opposite bank, A thunder storm was rising and it was grow=
ing dark very rapidly. Thers I was with only a shirt & hat =
& they wet = ull the rest of my alothas being in one of the
wagona on the dthor side., Disliked the idea of goiny back




over there in the durk without momething to eat a8 we had

only had light breskfsst sbout day break, Went to work Just
88 I was thet night and |n't supper for the mess, It was

pitoh black when I had got through so thought I wouldn't ford
the river again, Bunked in with one of the boys under a buffalo
robe. We had no sooner got in than the storm broke upon us

in all its fury. We had sericus spprehensions that it would
capsize cur wagons. The way it shook things was & caution.
The rain came down in torrents, The thunder & lightening

were incessant. The next day we finished erossing. We now
struck nesrly north - going up Pole Cresk about 35 wiles and
then striking up over a high ridge for some 40 miles or more
and struck the North Flatte. Along Pole Creek we came mcroas
any quantity of Bioux Indians and we had some irut times

with them, Dur course up the North Platte was without any
lbicinl. interest. As we neared Laremie we had some very bad
sand hills to pull over. The soenery along the river is quite
fantastic. As you can see by the sketches I will send you the
rocks as they are called are merely hard elay. The storms and
rains have wushed them away inté curious snd fantastic shapes
resenbling the chimneys, -castles, domes, &ko. ke, all having a
most pioturesque variety of outiine, Laramie is the best
built post on the whele line, "1t ressmbles quite & settlement.
from a little distance, Drove right through se I had no chance
to look arcund, OQur oourae after this was on rough mountainous
oountry. We mstruck the Platte but few times all the way up

to Platte Bridge. The same day we passed through Laramie we
wore until 3 o'clock the next morning punms up over a sand
hill, At Big Bitter Cottomwood we cmught up with a Mormon
train, We pulid through their corrall just as they were bet=
ting breskfast. Thers were some three or four hundred men,




wouen, and ohildren, mostly Inglish ~ the lowest working olass,
Danes & Norwaglans, Bach family has 1t3 own fiFe snd their
camp is & lively soene, particulariy at night when their
gorrall resesubles s small oity.

. 40 miles from Laramie we come to the Sunotdon -
where the "Powder River road" branches off to Montans. In

_sonseguence of the Indisn troubles trains were not allewed

to go thst route uniess they waited until 300 wagons were
colleoted topethar. We wera all anxious to go that route &
aupposed when we started that we would but thl. wagon master
chose to go on the sufer route, To Virginia City by this new
route it was 425 miles - by the old route about 850, It is
best for us probably that we did not go that way as but_fn
trains went through safely. We had soms nard pulling and harder
tizes in crossing the Black Hills, It is a very rough wild
eountry and very frequently we drove until late at night, On
some of these stesp rooky hills it is » great wonder to me
that we 414 not smash evarything to pleces, Red dust troubled
us & dreat dsal. The earth here is mostly red & pulverizes wp
into & very fine dust, That would rise up #¢ thick from the
earth that it was sometimes impossible to see or bresathe,
Just before we reached Platte Bridge the Indians were playing
dhcl deuce in and near s tol_dluph_ station at Deer Creek) was
burnt just after we passed through & we saw the smoke & flame
plainly, '!hny'didn't choose to molest us. A faow !li\‘l'lltl‘l
{1ater] some soldiers from the fort oame down like smoke beund
for the soene of aotion.

| Crossed Platte Bridge at sunset Aug. 18th, This
is quite & bridge - mome %0 rods in length, btuilt in rather a
priui.ﬁvi style but. substantisl, Costs about $5 a team to
oross it. After leaving the Bridge we passed over some very




rough roads, going up.& down almost perpendicular recks.
From hers until we struck the Gwestwater is called the heart
of the hostile Indians country. Didntt trouble us very
much however sxoept to stampeds some of our stock and keep
us pretty well on the :.ookout. our l'ﬂ.ldl-lufill' this were
very good, Along the Swestwater - a fine olesr stream,
about the size of Wynauts Kill, there was plenty of food

for n\‘;tll and plenty of Buffalo chips for fire. One
singular thing about this country is the soaroity of wood.
We have travelled weeks without sc muoh as seeing a single
tree, & when you i‘u one it is away upon some solitary ine-
acgessible cliff, We use ox ehip' = or menure = which when
dry makes an excellent fire, Along this part of the route
ooyotes & white wolves are very thick, They mske every
night hideous by their howling. Antslope, rabbits & sage
hens are qul.h plentiful and we have many a chase after them
& they make .i'vlw agresaltles variety in our bill of fare,
Bcfun any of ui ars awars of it %o are nearly through the
South Pass. The Pass is so wide (mome. 3% miles) thet to
all appearances 1t is no different from the surrounding
ocountry: Away to the north stretohes a maghificent range of
the Rockles called the Wind River Mts, We saw their snow
capped summita whnn we first struck the Bweetwater BO miles
away. The weather was extremely cold in the Pasa. On the
30th of - August had a snow & hail storm. The winds blew
through & through a persen. In the neighborhoed of the Bandy
Rivers (Big, iittll, & Dry) we saw some Buffale. Two others
& myself chasid one some six or ssven miles one svening but
failed to bring him to time. From hers on. to Ham's Fork,
where I laft the train, we travelled in co, with a hrio
Mormon train. A great ma;{y of their cattle had been stolen
by the Indians'& all the passengers had to walk, We let a
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great many ride in our wagons, At Ham's Fork we got this
job of Hauling hey until we had & good chance to go iato
the oity. From early mern till dark we worked, stopping
Just leng enough to swallow a meal - working the whole seaven
days to the week = & sleaping outside every night. Had quite.
s fall of snow one night, & in the morning found ourselves
mowed under. Lost one of my sketch-bocks hers that con-
tained a grest many sketchess. Lost my cost one day with
journal &g in my pockets - for three days & then happened
to come across the persen who found it, It was hard work
for me st first to handle hay but after a while could load
and pitch as well as any of them. Hauled 40 tons some 10
or 12 n_;:l.lu and 40 more some 28 miles - contraotor gets £33

-per ton at the. station - pays 12 to have it cut with a

machine,

The 2nd train we wers with belonged to Byers of
Leavenworth and -had about the same kind of freight as our fivet
one. We got aleng first rate wntil within about 25 miles of
the sity where & snow storm overtook us and made bad work.

We had just got out of Teton oraek canyon when it commenced
raining. Leld over one day in consequence of 1t and as it
cleered up & little l;ll:i day we hauled out and made for the
suzmit, The ground wes slippery and it was very hard for the
cattle to pull, We were in what they called "Parley's Park®,
a meadow of some 400 mcres in nmﬁnz thi mountains, and we have
to pull right up over them to get into the valley. We follow
up and descend a osnyon on both sides. Before we got to the
summit the owttle gave out and it commenoed snowing. The
next day it snowed considerably and wasm very ocold. Ws
doubled teams snd managed to haul all but two or three wagons
to the sumnit. AlL I'had- to wear on my feet were & pr. of
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thin buokskin mocoasins without stookings, The soles had
worn sll through cnoe end I had sswn on mew ones, They

stood mervice but a short tims in the mud and pulled off
leaving the soles of my fest on the ground. In the middls

of the rond the mud was & foot or two deep while on the sides
‘4t was hard md_eovlild with snow,  Part of the time I was
Balf way to my knees in mud snd then in ﬂ:c mow. ?nu oan
ipagine what kind of s time my feet had of it - kept hard

at work without a moments interval until night. That night
it weas my turn to hu'h the uttl,- until the night hnrdou

got their supper & ocmme out to relieve me. We had to drive
them three miles down the mountain to where thers was grasss
Running over rough ground sticks & stones just numbed my feet
80 that thers wes not the least feeling to them, Got back

up to the ooru‘l.'l. about § at night and it was as cold a8
"gresenlands Bay Mountains” up there. Drank & cup of lukewarm-
coffee and bunked in. I didn't get out of the wagon for three
days afterwards. My raef wers frostbitten on the bottom & -
80 sore 1 could hardly touch them.

The drive down the other side of the mountain was
@ hard one - the road was very steep, tortuous & windy. Were
two days getting out and all that time I was in the wagon.
Just about shook me all to pleces. Upset three or four wagons
in the descent. Vhile they were stopping at one place I
managed to get my hesd out & secure one sketch. The day we
drove in to the city my feet were tolerably well so I drove
my train, The City is situated upon e gentle slope at the
foot of the mountains while the valley itself stretches off
for miles to the mouth & west ~ all being enciveled by
magnificent snow capped mountains. We can get Just a |11.ipu
of the lake itself with its mountain islands, The City at a.
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14ttle distance looks like s garden, Aluost every house,

_with hardly an exosption, being surrounded by pesch trees,
They have just ripened and shound in eny quantity, One of

cur drivers told m little shaver that ours was & "Church Train¥
(viz = & Mormon Train). Instantly two or three other shavers
game out losded down with peschea whioh they were bound we
should mooept. In the City we bought baskets full for 10 ctll-
Most of the houses are bullt of "adobeis" = some dried brick =
wood being very somrce, but on the business sg. they ure now
putting up aa fine stone fronts as you can see anywhers. The
streats are ﬂfy wide and have clear stresms of living water |
on each pide. The Yormons are bullding some huge sdifices

that as yet but commenced. Thers are & great :iwny‘ Gentiles

here and some very influentisl ones, OQur first few days in

town were not very pleasant. It was wost awfully muddy and r
with slushy snow for a few hours, Since that time the

weather has been ap fine as you oan imagine, and they say it

will continue so for some tize, I told .:rcu__ that-we were keep-

ing house for curselves. We get along very well - living - |
choip:l.y but atill have enough. Our bill of fare coneists

principally of ‘bread.& potatoes, with ateak & mutt;in once in

a while. It costs thras of us sbout $3 per week. Flour snd

potatoes are very cheap: You would tiink it rather funny |
out 'lllt to see me going thrn\‘asﬁ_ the streats with a bag of

potatoes on my back. I do it here & with a bag of flour too.

Today I received my first lettsr since leaving Laramie. It

was from Dyes at nutlund; end though mort-aontnMd much

that 1 was glad to hear snd filled me with hope. Baid C 'had

written to n'o,"lmt had dirscted the letter up.to Virginia City,
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As soon as I got in town I wrote to the P. M, directions to '
remail my letters to this place. I eXxpect to get them now




in s day or two. But I must olose, I must Nave wearried you
out long ago by the length of thess letters and you will -
thank me probably not to make them quite 30 long another
time. _'l.‘huéc [are] a thousand things that occur to me mow
that I might speak ~ but I must leave them until another
time,

lap'lni that this and my previous letter will
reach you in safety, I will remain as ever,

Your son,

William
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