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 Editor's Note -

When Wzllzam H. Kilgore started for Cali-

forniain 1850 with “four good middle Sized
Horses and one mule, with a good new
waggon” plus “about a thousand pounds” of
“everything in the way of an outfit pre-
pared” he was going in the best American
tradition and at a moment of high promise.

T his young man of thirty-two came from

Virginia stock, of pioneers born to the land.

He and his father, Matthew, had freed their
- slaves because of a deep conviction that no

human being had the moral right to own
another human being. Since a large planta-

tion could not be maintained without slave

labor, they sold the land and headed west.
Indiana, Ohio, and finally Iowa were suc-
cessively home untilin 1850 they decided to

go to California. Leaving their families at
Keokuk, they made the long trek into the -

unknown Matthew returned by way of

Panamaandin 1852 brought the others over

the earlier route.
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THE KILGORE JOURNAL (INote |

thle the promise of gold may have |

partly influenced their decision, it was evi-
“dently not the prime reason for the move.
Throughout the journal, the author is alert

to mining activities but his real enthusiasm
is for the beautiful pasture lands and the

possibilities of cultivation. When he rode
through fields of wild oats inthe Sacramento
Valley the grain was so high that it could be

tied over the top of the saddle! This was the -

land of promise towhich their strenuous trip
had brought them. Its golden beauty ap-
pealed more to the farmer in them than
did the inexhaustible mineral wealth over
which men were already fighting. Conse-
guently, they never went into the mining
district.

The tale of how people left everythmg
they held dear; the friends of generations,
the security of civilization and its most ele-
mental creature comforts, has been told
many times and perhaps more colorfully.
But with the passing of almost a hundred
years, we have all too easily forgotten the
heroic basis of our present western affluence.
There is an austere pleasure in reading,
without sugar-coating, the day-to-day ac-
count, told without sentiment or complaint,
of how our streamlined highways and pros-

perous cities had their hard beginnings.
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= ‘W’hatever the ultimate reward the path to ;
 Californiawas not paved with gold o

~ Noone,perusing theincredibly fine hand- ;
writing of the original manuscript with a

reading glass (as he must) would have the
temerity to criticize the punctuation, irregu-
lar though it is. It was accomplished in ink
when that must have involved a quill pen
and a carefully husbanded supply of fluid.

Sometimes Kilgore’sdeskwasthesaddle,and
hewroteonceinacave,and at other timeson

the shore of some dangerous, socn-to-be-
forded stream. Only such changes have been
made as seemnecessary to keep the even flow
of the story.

T he journal was written so that his family
might have some knowledge of the experi-
ences of the small compary on the journey.
It was preserved by his grandchildren as a
family relic without the realization that
other people might be deeply interested in it
as an historic document.To Mrs. Mattie Ash-
craft of Santa Barbara, granddaughter of
William H. Kilgore and great granddaugh-
ter of Matthew, we are indebted for the use

of the original manuscript and for permis-

ston to present this volume:

The reader will feel the deep sympathy
which Kilgorerecords for the German wom-
an who begged to be allowed to join her
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husband as shesaw himdrowning “fromthe
fact of her being left entirely alone among
strangers and at the same time being Preg-
nant.” Indignation,whichis not even hinted

at by the journal’s author, must rise at the

account of men first in the field, fencing off

the desperately needed grass and selling it

to wearied travelers, many of whom were

destitude, for “three hundred Dls a ton.”
T he casual mention time and again, of “we

see near this a fresh grave” or “we seeadead.

man, laying by the Road Side. He was left
here yesterday by his Company and Died
last night” suggests in the text, neither cal-
lousness on Kilgore’s part nor inhumanity
in those who so left him, but rather, the
harshrealities of their condition.

It is regrettable that one page at the very
end of the journal has been lost through the

of mzleages from point to point, the cost of
“ferriage” and the names of Indian tribes

with whomthey met. But we can be grateful
that the rest of the manuscript has come

down in excellent condition. It is now in
the collection of Carl Schaefer Dentzel of
Northrzdge California.

JoYCE ROCKWOOD MUENCH

Santa Barbara, California
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12th We Started the wind blew hard &
Cold with a mixture of Snow, we passed

through Winchester, Burmingham, & Lib- - "

- ertyville, we have Stoped for the night & it
being So Cold we have tolay ina house, hear

oats is worth 35 Cts Corn, 40 & verry Scarce
20 mlles forthe Day yor

13th The Wind is So high & So Cold that
wehavetolay by all Day. My Familyis with
us they are going on a visit to Poke County,

-to my Fatherinlaw’s, My Wife two Small
~ Children & a little Neace, the ground froze

3 inches Deep.

14th The Wind has laid, the weather a
little more moderate we again Start go
through Agency City, here we disposed of
our hard Bread, in order to liten our load we
pass on through Delonega, & put up for the
night 16 milesfor the Day.

15th 'We Started again pass through Kirks-
ville, a Small village, Stoped for the Night

after driving 25 miles. We have passed a
great many California Waggons that are
waiting for warm weather & grass as Corn

& hay are verry Scarce. We are not able to
get Hay for team tonight.

16th We this meming pass through the

Town of Pella, this place was founde, in the

year 1847, by a Colony of Hollanders, itnow

Contains about 250 houses, it has ahigh&
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 THE KILGORE JOURNAL (CApril |

pleasant location a Salubrious atmosphere
and must be a healthy Place, it has alsoa
beautiful Surroundmg Country & a great

~ portion of it in a high State of Cultivation

every thing Seems to bid fore prosperity.
among them, the prevailing Religion Protes-
tant. We have this evening a verry Severe
Snow Storm, put up for the night after '
travelling 27 miles. :

17th  This morning the weather being a
little more favourable we Set out again, as
our Course is N.W. & an open Prairie the
most of the time it renders it verry Disaggre-
able for us & especially my family, we pass
through Fools Point, through Monroe City,
a Place once Dissignated for the Seat of gov-
ernment of the State. Nothing hasbeen done
at this Place more than being Surveyed and
Staked, we pass Michaels Point and stoped -

in the evening at Mr Hanlon’s (my Father-
inlaw,) this is 7 miles East of Grt Desmoins,

we found grain verry Scarce we have the

promise of 5 1bs at $1.25 per Ib, the weather
alittle warmer. 31 milestoday. :

18th We are resting and visiting toDay,
we are at a Sugar Camp wherethey are mak-
ing sugar, we think it late in the Season for
Sugar making. :

1gth This is one of the trying mornings
with me as I now have to leave my Family,

13
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husband as shesaw himdrowning “fromthe =
fact of her being left entirely alone among
strangers and at the same time being Preg-
nant.” Indignation,whichis not even hinted

at by the journal’s author, must rise at the
account of men first in the field, fencing off

the desperately needed grass and selling it
to wearied travelers, many of whom were

destitude, for “three hundred DIs a ton.”
T he casual mention time and again, of “we

see near this a fresh grave” or “we seeadead.

man, laying by the Road Side. He was left

here yesterday by his Company and Died

last night” suggests in the text, neither cal-
lousness on Kilgore’s part nor inhumanity
in those who so left him, but rather, the
harsh realities of their condition.

It is regrettable that one page at the very
end of the journal has been lost through the
_long years. It would have completed the list

of mileages from point to point, the cost of

“ferriage” and the names of Indian tribes
with whomthey met. But we can be grateful

that the rest of the manuscript has come
down in excellent condition. It is now in
the collection of Carl Schaefer Dentzel of
Northrzdge California.

Joyce Rockwoop MUENCH -

Santa Barbafa, California
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~ Journal - 1850

Lee County, Iowa, April 10th, 1850

MATI—IEW Kircorg, R. D. Kepley and

myself formed in Company for a Cal-
- ifornia expedition and after everything in

the way of an outfit was prepared viz Four
good middle Sized Horses, and one mule,

with a good new waggon, Harness, 160 Ib

Hard Bread, 200 Ib Bacon, 25 1b Coffee, 25
Ib Rice, 100 1b Flour, with the expectation of
geting a greater Supply of the latter, at the
Missouri River; Sugar, Tea, Pepper, Cheese,
Brandy, Vinegar, Pills, Matches, Caps, Pow-
der, Lead, Guns &c &c amounting to about
one thousand pounds.

This morning the 10oth one of our Horses
are taken Sick, 11 Oclock we Started drove
1% miles our horse unable to travel, Con-
sequently we returned in oder to Doctor our
horse, 10 oclock, our hors very Bad. i

The morning of the 1 1th we left our horse
verry Bad. We Drove 23 miles encamped for
the Night lay in our waggon, the wind blew

hard Cold & Some Rain.

i




THE KILGORE JOURNAL ~ CApril
12th We Started the wind blew hard &
~ Cold with a mixture of Snow, we passed
through Winchester, Burmingham, & Lib-

ertyville, we have Stoped for the night & it
being So Cold we have tolay in a house, hear

oats is worth 35 Cts Corn, 40 & verry Scarce
20 mlles fortheDay. |

13th The Wind is So high & So Cold that
wehavetolay by all Day. My Family is with
us they are going on a visit to Poke County,
to my Fatherinlaw’s, My Wife two Small
Children & a little Neace, the ground froze
3 inches Deep.

14th The Wind has laid, the weather a
little more moderate we again Start go
through Agency City, here we disposed of
our hard Bread, in order to liten our load we
pass on through Delonega, & put up for the
night 16 miles for the Day.

15th We Started again pass threugh Kirks-
ville, a Small village, Stoped for the Night

after driving 25 miles. We have passed a -

great many California Waggons that are

waiting for warm weather & grass as Corn

& hay are verry Scarce. We are not able to
get Hay for team tomght.

16th We this morning pass through the

Town of Pella, this place was founde, in the

year 1847, by a Colony of Hollanders, itnow
,Contams about 250 houses, it has a high &

2
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among them, the prevailing Religion Protes-
tant. We have this evening a verry Severe

Snow Storm, put up for the night after '

travelling 27 miles.

17th  This morningr the weather being a

little more favourable we Set out again, as

our Course is N.W. & an open Prairie the
most of the time it renders it verry Disaggre-
able for us & especially my family, we pass
through Fools Point, through Monroe City,

pleasant location a Salubrious atmosphere
and must be a healthy Place, it has alsoa
- beautiful Surrounding Country & a great. ° 3
. portion of it in a high State of Cultivation
every thing Seems to bid fore prosperity.

a Place once Dissignated for the Seat of gov-

ernment of the State. Nothing hasbeen done
at this Place more than being Surveyed and

Staked, we pass Michaels Point and stoped
in the evening at Mr Hanlon’s (my Father-

inlaw,) this is 7 miles East of Grt Desmoins,

we found grain verry Scarce we have the
promise of 5 1bs at $1.25 per Ib, the weather

alittle warmer. 3 1 milestoday.

18th We are resting and visiting toDay,
we are ata Sugar Camp where they aremak-

ing sugar, we think it late in the Season for
Sugar making. :

1gth This is one of the trying mornings
with me as I now have to leave my Family,

13
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or Backout, Suffise it to Say we Started. We
passed through Gt. Desmoines this place is

Cituated in the forks of Rivers Desmoins and
Rackoon Fork, is a citely place & has about
one hundred Houses. We ferried both forks
 of the river here went 14 miles further to the

wrightand encamped in the Point of a grove.
21 miles to Day. |

26th The morning being fair we again
Started Crossed North river a Stream about
4. rods wide, we Cross at Brwns frd. 18 miles

for the day.

21st We travel thrugh the Prairie all Day
without Seeing a house and stop at middle
river here we See a liquor establishment in
a little Cloth tent, about 30 California wag-
gons Encamped here I went to hear a Ser-
mon at the dore of a tent two families at

Camp. 25 miles to Day.

sond We have a Cold North wind this
morning we go 12 miles & Cross East Noda-
way, 12 miles & we Come to West Nodaway,
here we found the hansomest grove of young
timber Hickery, Buckie, Elim, linn & Wal-
nut, 25 miles for the Day. ;

23rd We have Come about 20 miles & I set
on the prairie, writing where there is about
20 waggons & Some Packers. Now is slight
ice this morning one % inch thick. 13 miles

L B
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& we Cross East Nishnebotony, a Stream T
about 5 Rods wide & 2% feet Deep. Twomiles

 belowtheford & at the junction of this & the

Eddyville roads, is the old Indian Village, e

no Indian there now but about Six families

resid their, theylivein miserable huts & have
no landin Cultivation.We passed on toPilate

Grove & encamped for the night. We had 65

miles without a house before we Come to the

village. 27 milesfor the Day.

24th We proceded 5 miles & Crossed the -~

West Nishnebotony a hansome Stream Six
rods wide and 2% feet deep. 10 miles further

to Silver river, this is a Small Deep muddy

.Stre.am.We See here about 14, Families liv-
ing in log Cabbins, forming a Sort of village.
Those people are Mormons. We have en-

camped for the night. There are about 45
~ waggonshere in Camp. 15 milesfor the Day.

25.th - To Kegs 5 miles, fo Cartersville Eight
miles. Here we have Encamped.This 3 miles
from Kanesville, the Mormon town or what

is known as the Council Bluffs. Kanesville-
has about 350 houses principally of logs. A

greatrush of Emegration at this place at this
time. Provisions & grain verry high & no

Steam Boats running to this place as I ex- -

pected, only been two Boats up this Season.

- Some Smallpox here among the emegrants.

We have to pay here two Dls for Corn & Nine
Dls a hundred for hard Bread Six DIs a hun-

I



THE KILGORE JOURNAL = QApril
dred. Kanesville is Cituated four miles fro:_rnl o

29th Wé have thought p_ropper toStarton
our journey.We went up theriver 12 milesto .

~ the Ferry. They were very throng[ed?] but
Succeeded in geting our horses aCross but

Could not get our waggon aCross. This eve--

ning Kepley and myself crosse[d] with the
team, we went out a half mile to a Camp that
we expected to joine. It dark by this time &
the wind blew a perfect herricane, whirled
the tents topsie tervy an the fire Came in
flames & Sparks filling the whole heavens.
This Came from an old Mormontown that
was on fire. It had been built of Cottonwood
logs had Stoodlong enough to get thoroughly
Dry and then evacuated and on fire. The
town Contained about Six hundred houses
and nearly all on fire. This was Called win-
terquarters. It is Cituated on the west Bank
of the Missouri and is as hansome a Cite for
a City as I have ever Saw. The wind Con-
tinued and after we got to Bed it turned Cold
& began to raine the Storm was so violent
that it blew our Tent down and we lay there
in the Cold and the wet tent Slaping on us
all night. I think I never Suffered So much
from the Severity of the weather in all my
life.

3oth Themorningverry disagreeable. Ire-

crossed the river got my Breckfast and the
wind raised So the Boats were Stoped untill
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evening when we Succeeded in getting our
waggon over. The river here is about four =
hundred yds wid & has a Current of twelve
miles an hour. This is a very Sickly place

from every apearance.There are a Consider- =

able number of inhabitance on the East Side = -

of theriver. They have a very Sickly appear-
ance. - | >

1st May We this morning leave the States
and all white Settlements and Start on our
arduous journey westward. We go 19 miles
and Cross Pappea Creek, 8 miles further to -
Ekhorn, here is a ferry. The Stream is about
Six Rods wide & 3 feet deep.We Crossed over
and encamped on the West Side. | ‘

2nd We See to Day about forty Pawnee
Indians.Traveled 27 miles and encamped.

3rd 'Wehave good roads, except Some Bad
Sloughs, high wind & Cold. We Came to the
Platt river & encamped. This river is from
one to two miles wide & two feet deep. 29
miles for the Day.

4th Heavy frost this morning.We went 12
miles & Came to the Loup fork, a ferry here -
and one hundred waggons waiting to get
across and we have thirty in our Company.
Some Smallpox in Camp. There is wide fur-
tile bottoms on those rivers but no timber ex-
cept Some Cottonwood on the Streams.
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- s5th Welayhereallday waiting to get o'ver,‘- k
this river is a half mile wide & three feet

deep.

6th  Frost this morning, high wind & Cold.
We crossed the river to Day. This Stream is .
verry difficult to Cross on the account of it

- being verry Sandy. We forded our horses.
We camped on the Bank.

7th  Wetraveled up the Loup.Wehad good

road level wide bottom & rich Soile, Some
game, Deer, Antelope, & Elk. 28 miles for
the Day & venison for Supper. Some grass.

8th We leave this river & Cross over to the
Platt.We have 20 miles through a miserable
Poor Sandy region. Some Rattlesnakes and
lizard is all that Can inhabit it. We camped
without wood and verry Poor water.

gth We Started at Sun rise went two miles
to get good water but no wood. Here we
found Some grass for our horses we drove to
Wood Creek and Camped. Here our Com-
pany parted leaving us Seventeen waggons
& 60 men. We passed three graves to Day of
white men. 15 miles for the Day.

1oth We traveled until now. Stoped to
graze when one of our men Came up with a
good venison.We went on and encamped on
the Prairie, went % of a mile to the Platt
river &found somedry wood, here we Stoped

'THE KILGORE JOURNAL CMay

- near a Dog town it is about three miles in “"-:;.‘ _. :
length & half mile wide. 24, miles for the

D ay,. 7 e '
11th. We went 12 miles and Stoped to lay
ove[r] Sunday. We passed one grave to Day.
It was of last year. Here are a great many

Buffalo and a great many of them are Burn-

ed to Death, by the Burning of the Planes.
Here Browning and I went out to a dog town
to amuse ourselves with our guns. We could

[see] a hundred at one Sight. At Sight of us

they Set up a most hideous Barking. We
Stormed the town, killed five of the inhabit-
ance, enjoyed ourselves for about two hours,
really f[o]rgeting our families & our homes,

for the time. Those animals burrow in the

ground. Rattle Snakes & owls live in the
Same holes. Those owls are of a yellowish
Coulor & are about as large as the Common
Small owl. Those Dogs are about the Size of
a muskrat, or a Small house Cat & are of red-
ish or Clay Color.They Bark very mutch like

a Smal Fiste. We are at the head of grand

Island oposite Fort Kerney and two hundred
miles from the Bluffs.This Island is 44 miles
long. Some of our Boys went over to the fort,
7 miles Distant. They waid theriver. Itistwo

- miles wide. We passed a grave to Day of last

year.Twelve miles to Day.
12th Itisto Day (Sunday) in Stead of yes-

- terday that the Boys went to the Fort. We |
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over to Day restmg

i 3th Lite frost thls morning. Roads, c,ood
we See Deer, Woolves & Buffalo laying on
the plains Burned to Death. We See a great
many Big yellow rattle Snakes to Day. Our
horses here refuse to lick Salt on the account
of the Saltpeter that is on the Surface of
~ ground. 25 miles to Day.

14th  We went three miles & Stoped to
graze. Rather a bad Chance to keep a journal
as I have to Do all of my writing on the
Prairie, where I am hurding the horse. This
evening we See a hurd of a hundred Buffalo,
on the Planes, near the Road. We encamped
at Petah Lake. Twenty one miles for the
Day.

15th Some of our Boys went out killed
Some Deer, two wolves & one Buffalo. Some

other Boys of another Company, butin train

with us went out on the Sand hills. One Shot
an old Buffalo Bull and wounded him. This
set him in a rage. He Started towards the
man. He reloaded and fired again. The Bull
~ Caught him on hishorns, threw [him] in the
air. When he fell on the ground the Bull
Pitched at him again & got over him but
could not injure him.The man drew a Pistol
and Shot him but without effect more than
to agravate. A Second man, hearing the re-
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‘ports ran to his assistance and hav[mg] a

Double Charge in his gun, when it fired it
burst & whirled him Topsy tervy. A third
ran up and fired and burst the tube out of his
gun.The three then wholy unarmed. By this

time the Bull Saw fit to crawl off. They took

themselves up and left. When they got in
they looked like the latter end of hard times,
though their wounds were not Serious. Some
other men killed the Same Bull after Shoot-
ing him three times.We have some heavy [?]
this evening. We encamped without wood.
Here we have to use Buffalo Chips for the

first time. 23 miles for the Day.

16th Warm and Clear, Heavy Sand this
forenoon. Afternoon we have good roads.
The Bottom here is two to five miles wide
and the grass is getting good and I see more
Buffalo this afternoon than I had any Idea
of Seeing on the whole trip.They extend the
whole length of our afternoons travel and

- they are not in hurds but in Solid falanx.We

have encamped and we See thousends of
buffalo, laying tonight in Sight of us. 20
miles to Day.

17th We Started agéin. C. Crippin and I

~ went out to the Bluffs to take a little [tour]

among the Cattle of the Planes.When we got
near the Bluffs we Came among them. They
were as thick as Sheep on a pasture. We broke
1n on them, Started a lot and pursued them
to Sand hills and there we found the whole

21 -
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~ hill Country alive with Buffalo. They are
very Poor justnow. We have ShotatSome &
chased Some to try their Speed. Here I see a
Mexican or English rabit or hare, we are =~

mounted. We pursued an[d] overtook the
train at Noon. Here we pass the Buffalo hurd.
Iamnot able to [make] anything like a Satis-
factorial estimate, but I have no hesitation
in saying I Saw two millions. This forenoon

we passed the mouth of the South Platte.

Afternoon, we have heavy Sand. 27 miles to
Day. Bl ‘

-18th Heavy Sands this forenoon. After-
noon, Some Slous, but Roads good, No tim-
ber except Some Cedar on the South Side of
the River, just now we See Some three white
men, Came Booming across the river. They
had been out on a hunt & they Came in Sight
of five Indians (Sioux Indians). The Indians
Came towards them, the men took a fright
and boolged [?] theriver.When they got over
they were entirely exhausted. 28 miles for
the Day. :

19th Sunday, we are léying by resting.
Theriverhereisabout three fourths of amile

wide, 2% feet Deep, Banks two to four feet

high, Current Rappid, water verry riley,
owing to the Sandy Bottom & Banks. The
whole Earth Seems to be nothing but a Bank
of Sand, notwith-Standing the Bottoms have
Soile and yield great quantities of grass.

2oth Some heavy Sand, no timber to Day
22 | |
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. on the North Side, an ash g’rovéontheSmith,- |
- a large lone Cedar tree on the North Side. It

resembles an old appletree. I see Some Stone

in the Bluffs, this afternoon, the first thatI - -
have Seen Since I left the Desmoins. We

passed one grave to Day, a man from Illi-
noise, Died last year. We have encamped
near Some Nine hundred Sioux Indians.
Some of the Chiefs have Come to our Camp,
Shown Signs of friendship and Smoked the
pipe of peace. They have a very large Pipe
with a Stem about two feet long that they
use expressly for ocations of this kind. They
are large well looking Indians, rather fare
Complected, more so than Common among
the Northern tribes. They are a verry numer-
ous tribe, numbering about Sixty thousand
warrors. They Boast that they never have
Shed the Blood of a white man. They had a
petition and asked our officers to Sign their
names to it, this they intended to present to
Congress asking for some remuneration for
the rite of way through their Territory. 25
miles to Day.

- 21st Some heavy Sand. We passed the

grave of a woman, Died last August, aged
forty three years. Encamped on Crab Creek

after driving 25 miles.

22nd. Heavy Sand the most grthémDay. In
Cite of Chimney Rock this morning, thirty
Seven miles Distant. Noon, we Stope to

graze, Browning and myself. Here I will
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~ mention that wearemessing with C. Crippin

& L. W. Browning as may have frequent oc-
“casion to Speak of them. We were neighbors
athome and got together at Kanesville, went

to the Bluffs or Cliffs to examine what is

Called the ruins of an ancient Castle, but we
could not Discover anything that Shew to us
any particular traits of ruins. We assended
Some verry high Clifts, when we were on

the highest we looked and Saw below in the

valley, a Deer, or Antelope and its appear-
ance wasaboutthe Size of a Common Rabbit.
We Descended, Saw on our return four An-
telope. No timber yet we encamped after a
Drive of 30 miles. '

23rd 'We went twelve miles and Stoped to
graze opposite Chimney Rock. It is on the
South Side of the river. I[t] is Cituated about
thirty Rods from the river, has a Base of
about Sicty Rods in Diameter, it then tapers

up about Ninety feet, forming a hansome

Space for a walk or Promenade around it. It
then has another gradual taper up about
Sixty feet, here is a Second offset. It then
tapersup again about Thirty feet. Hereis an-
other jog. This is the third and last offset.
Here this Dome, or Chimney is about fifteen
feet in Diameter and extends, or rises from
the Center about Sixty feet, retaining about
the Same Size to the top. This is only Clay
and wearing away fast. We have come to
Some Prairie Sage, also Some Prickly pare.

‘24

THE KILGORE JOURNAL ~ (May

We passed on and encamped oposite Scotts -~
Bluffs. Thishasthe appearanceof an ancient
Fort and at the East end Stands a rock that =
has verry mutch the appearance of a Lite =~

house. We have a heavy Storm this evening.
The rain lasted about one hour & the thun-
der and litening Continued about two hours.
It was tremendous. This the first rain of any
account that we have had. 31 miles toDay.

24th  Good roads. In the afternoon we

Come in Sight of some Cottonwood timber.

Rain this evening. 27 miles for the Day.

25th  Sunday. We understand the river is
verry high and have thought it best to Drive

up to get our turn at the ferry. One man

drowned last night by the Boat Sinking. This
Fort has one hundred men. It has two good
frame Houses, but the quarters are built of
Doby Brick and Covered with Dirt. No tim-
ber here of any amount. This Fort, in the
forks of the Laremie & platte rivers, we are
in Cite of Laremie Peak. It is two miles high

Snow on its top, looks from here as white as
a Swan. We traversed this river Five hun-

quantity of water, but can never be Navi-
gated owing to its Sandy Bottom. It has no

cole.

25

& Sixty miles Distant and has perpetual -

Channel, has neither Rock, wood or Stone-
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- Land.We gave each a pint andahalfofLard.
ThisStarted the Botstowork. Wethenbathed

them with turpentine. They got able to go.
We went fifteen miles where we Came to the
Sweet water. It is Eight Rods wide & two &
a half feet Deep, water good, Current Swift,

good grass but no timber. 15 miles to Day.

5th We Came this morning to Independ-

ent Rock. This rock Stands alone, is about

Seventy feet high, of an oveling Shape and
about three hundred feet in Surcumference.
Up the Side about two thirds of the way to
the top is a Spring of good water breaking
out, and near the top is a Cave Sell ten feet
wide & fifteen feet long. The whole Rock is
literally Covered with names of emegrants.
Thistakestheapelation of Independent Rock
from the fact of a train of Oregon Emegrants
having a Selebration here Some Eight years
ago. It is also remarkable for being the place
where Lovejoy was taken prisoner by the
Indians. He was made to Set a whole Day on
this Rock without being Suffered to move
hand or foot. Four miles from here we Came
to the Devils Gate, a place where the river
Decend through a point of the mountains,
distantce about four hundred yards. The
river here is Confined a Space of about four
rods in width, a great fall, Curent very Swift.
The Rocks rise on each Side to the hight of
four hundred & fifty feet. The road runms
South of this Point through a narrow Defile,
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just ‘wide enough for waggons to pass and

verry near level. Great quantities of Snow 2

South of the Road. We are now in the rocky

mountains. This river emties into the Platte i

river. 25 miles to Day.

6th Weather pleasant, Some alkali heavy
Sand half the Day. 27 miles to Day.

7_'th Road good, the assent up the moun-
tains gradual. Snow in great quantities a -
little off the Road, no timber, massive heaps
on heaps of Pure granite. 23 miles for the
Day.

8th Snow in abundance. We drove over
Bank of Snow four feet Deep where we

Stoped tonoon.We Seenearin aravine Snow

forty feet Deep. Game in abundance, Sutch
as grisley & Black Bare, Black Deer, moun-
tain Sheep & antelope. 25 miles for the Day.

oth Sunday.Wehave Come one hundred &
forty three miles & are resting to Day. no
timber.

1oth Here we Cross the Sweet water for
the last time. It is ten yards wide & two &a
half feet Deep.Thisis Seven miles East of the

- Summit of the rocky mountains. We pass

the SummitatEleven oclock.This divides the
waters of the Atlantic from the waters of

- the Pacific.We Stop tonoon at whatis Called
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27th  We Crossed over the river, but not
without Difficulty. The first trip we made the
Boat Sunk with Six of our men on board, My
Father & Browning (two of our men) and
four other men of our Company. The river
here is about two hundred yards wide and
the Boat Sunk about the middle. Two of the
men went out on horses. Browning and an--

other man Swam out. Father and another _

went out on the Roap. All got out Safe altho

the water was verry Cold, just out of the -

Snow mountains, the wind high and water
high and very rappid. We Camped on the
bank near the Fort. We went to the Fort and
Bought Some good Bread.

28th  Frost this morning. We have Started
over the Black Sand Hills. We are Credibly
informed that the Big Black woolves here do
actually kill horses and Cattle. They do it by
cutting the Hamstring. Horses that are fet-
tered are in the most Danger. Roads hilly
other way good. Encamped after a Drive of
20 miles. e e

2g9th  Roads good but very hilly. The river
here in places Decnd through narrow passes
where the Rocks rise on each Side to the
highth of four hundred feet perpendicular.
The Current very Swift. We learned at the
Fort that there are fourteen hundred teams
ahead of us. 29 milesforthe Day.

206

| THE KILGORE JOURNAL  QJune

~ 3oth  All harnessed & three of our horses
missing. After an hour the horses found -
three miles ahead on the Road. Pleasant -~ -
weather and grass good. 31 miles for the = =
L D e T S T

31st Roadsgood.SomeCedaron thosehills,
also Stonecole in reach of the Fort. Snow in
Sight to Day.The wild Sage growslargehere
being four feet high and is used for fuel. 30

- miles for the Day.

1st Day of June. The Day unpleasant.
Cool, Snow on the South Side of the Road
from three to Eight miles Distant. Crossed
the river and encamped on the Bank. Great
Conveneces for Ferrying here. Men have
Come from Salt Lake and prepared Boats.
30 miles to Day. :

2nd. Sunday. Wé are laying over toDay
resting. | | S '

3rd We here leave the Platte river and
Cross over to the Sweet water. We here have
alkali water for twenty nine miles. Here we
Come to the Willow Springs. Grass scarce.
We drove Six miles further and Stoped at a
Small Creek. 35 miles for the Day.

4th  This morning five of our horses are
found to be alkalied. We think they got it
from the grass. We hurded them on low

27




