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ane explrauien o;'my graduetin& leave,I was ordered to Ft,Monroe,\_w
-"lery Suhool)and attached to a Co-of the Srd. ArtillaryGThe quiet k

ADT of my life was broxen up in Octooer 1859, by ordere to ‘8o tQ
77 Harperg Ferry to quell .the disturbance there, and. to, reﬁake ‘the Y;”
Government Arsenal which was in the hands of Riotere The reports were e
that some of the Kaneas Free _Soil men had raised a rebellion among the ;.~i;{

/ ;’ negrcg tnat seve al hundred white men,and negros were 1n poeession of Y
the @rgenal,and all the country there aboute Several - Gompaniee were at e

once started Tor Baltimore,I think with captain Ord in commend~The Com
pany to which:l was attacned was sent We were delayed ‘at Baltimore a _;f?
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éerry,endgit waswsome timeabefore we ceuld get traﬂsndrtation We were B
»left a day mb Ft. McHenry I ‘have still a pleasent reCOllection of ‘our. gieﬁff
snort visit to that now well known Post We arrived at Harper s Ferry ??*ﬂ ]
a few hours after the Merines had taken the Engine house in which old:,

John Brown,and hils followers made their last stand. Lt COIOnel R E.Lee,JL

" ( who had been Superintendent of the Military Academy a portion of the

time whilst I was a cadet,and whose family I had then frequently visite

’\% ; was. the senior regular officer,and commander I was placed on Colonel oy

’

Lee 8 Staff There were. numerous rumors of risinge of the negroe 1n ,;]i.f,

Maryland and Virginia,and itvthought there might be an attempt to‘
l‘rescue old ‘Jonn Brown.Colonel Lee caused an exemination to be made 0L

“the country about the Ferrj I rode’ over much of the country on both

51des of the river, and after all reports were in,Colonel Lee seid.that

Harper s rerry was not’ defeneible,that it could best be defended fronm
the heilghts on the Maryland side: but that a field work should be
established on the neighpe east of Harper s Ferry.This opinion of
Cononel Lee, (afterwards the great-Confederate'General)frequently ocecur

red to me,during the War of the Rebellion, when we heard of the many

h
1

i great misfortunes of our troops at this stragetlc pointv, I was on duty

at Qerner 8 Ferry,when the troops went to the gxecution by the State

Virginia of John Brown-After which the troops from Ft Monros were

, re-uned there ,and I accompanled the Company to which I was a**ached-

Gen%r Lee was a very flne Tooking man,with reserved mammers_ he was
%nt in sociel but rather distant in mllitery intercourse. ' i
: ‘He Was r argﬁﬁmas a man of great politicel influence,and a good offlns”.’
A7 aoove the,”verage but not extra brilliant He had no such reputetion as’ 5

,ﬁra 301d{er asnA%pert‘51dney Jonnson or Pé?ﬁémith -I never met General

’ *Huuon his Staff._g**f
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-//{nFebruary of March 1860, I took a ten day,s leave from Ft. Monroe,went

/ to Washington D.C., where I was advised by some of my friends,lo get a ,-fm;

léix months leave of absence to visit Europe.I did not wish to take suéh %_

- 'a leave at that time,as I had not seen enough service,and because I {5,
. y%ished_to visit the West,and particularly the P&cific Coast,before I went ﬁ;
L:;abroéd,Sﬁch were the feasons I then gave for not applying for é 1eavé to -tﬁi
;;Avisit Europe.I returned to Ft Monroe at the end of my leave,and almost Eid
';.upon my return,I heard that an expidition was to cross the'plaihS'the ﬂi-
= ensuing summer.As I remember it now,I received a letter from some militarg‘ff%

friend in'Washington,asking me if I wan#ed to Join such an expidition;thaahfg :
some of the officers detailed on it ,did not want to go,and I could be 'hfg)

} putbin one of their places.I wrotelthat I wanted to go on the expiditidn,“ ??f.
' and was datailed.It has siﬁce'beeq_known a;‘Blake,s Expiditidgtfor Generd Tﬁﬁ
. then Major Blake,who commanded 1t.I think my order mas dated March 4; {
1860.1 left Ft.MOnroe about the 6th.,visited my Moﬁher,at Saratoga,N.Yp, «" ¥

and then proceeded West,reaching St.Loﬁis about the'latter part of March.. 31'

I do not remember whether I went via Ky., or via Chicago;but I think I 7? _

went via the latter citf?%he Command was organized outbof recruits who

" had been sent to Jefferson Barracks, then the‘recruiting Hd.Qrs.of the West

01d Colonel Bonnevolle,whose early adventures have been so delightfully S\

CHA L S
sketcned by Washington Irving,was in command.Wit% is eccentricities had

increased;so that ,at that time,he was a living'éﬁriosity.He advised all

of us ,to learn to do without salt,for,said he,you may at some time of ~

Vel
your life,be unable to get itA,and you will miss it greatly.Besldes lajor

Blake ,there was Captain Floyd Jones of the Infy.second in rank,Captain
Lendrum.of the 3rd.Artillery,Lt. A.V.Xantz of_the Infy.{now General Kantz)
Lt.L.L.Iivingston of the 3rd.Artillery;Lt.B.L.Smith of the 6th.Infy.Lt. :
Carr of the Infy.,and Lts.8£3ughton,Upham,Carlton,and myself,and Dr.Cooper

.Surgeon,and_"E@é Doctor".The recruilts were formed into four companies of
Y
“eone hundred men each,and a full complement of Laundresses.The necessity of

the last encumbrances,no one of -our command could understand.The recruiﬁs
were drilled as well as possible during April at Jefferson Barracks;but
: they were strange material,to form an expidition with to atiempt é new
;f?oute of trangpoqéétion across the Continent.B.F.Smith,who had;h$%g~qrf
' . Master for the ¥th., Infy.in its march across the continent in Q$$Q$%as

khappointed Qr.ﬁaster;and'Comy, : i
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f“The custom then,as now ,was to have all an Mrs. and Comy.dutles ( which

afe the only difficult duties of these deptmts ) performed by llne officers,
ﬂaJor Blake,Floyd_Jones,Livingston,and Kantz,had just returned from Europe
Anotner custom which 1is still carried out,was in their cases fulfilled,

‘to wit, that of sending officers,who had just returned from Europe,on the

. meanest duty that could be found, and especially that which they could
financially least afford.However we had,by reason of this last mentioned
‘custom,a good variety of officers of all branches of the line and medical
department Our transportation, which was a matter of great lmportance,was:
designed as follows:three Steamboats,the Spread Eagle,Key West,and the
Chippawa,to take us to ‘the head of navigation on the Missouri.Our boats'gkiiiij
‘carrying as part of thelr freightﬁa nunber of wagons,aaiibx-yokegﬁﬁggifyh%?w

ﬁ L aigrtarr—

were to be drawn by oxen which&feéadﬁié buy from the Indians,3fig American

Fur Company,at the Falls of the No. A number of pack saddles were also taken
The animals to carry them,were to be purchased as the oxen.It was also
intended that we should use such portioﬁ of MullanVs transportationxx as he
could spare.Mullan,was at this time,bullding a road across the mountains
between the head waters of the Columbia,and the Missouri,commencing on

o)

i
the West side.He was also to bring over a herd of cattle for our Comy.

)

epartment.Tne northern route,had as yet been passsed over, by nothlng

stronger, than a surveying party.It had been reported,as very easily made
Clebostaes

fit for transportation of troopsxadnzx and supplies.Especlially was it repow
ed free from snow.Dr.Cooper,of our party,had made a report to the War

Department in 1859,that it seldom snowed in the Bitter Root Mountains,and

nat not more than two,or three feet of snow would be found in the ravines

ct

and Grifts.The Missouri river had been navigated,by steamboats,only as far

as the mouth of the Milk River,and I believe,only one Steamboal had gone

there,the others had stopped at the mouth of the Yellowstone.Our knowledge

of the country about the head waters of the Columbia,and Missourl,was
derived from the reports of Lewis,and Clarke,on their route from St.Louls

in 1894%U~and 6,the reports of Lunts,I.I.Stevens,and Varren of ihe Enginea:fwf‘
and thet of Captain Eonn Jullen These last OfIlCQPS having made their trip

a. few years before our expldition started.The Spread Eagle was about 3990

tong burden,drawing six feet of water,having engines of unusual power.

Each of the other boats were a little less than half this size,with englnes



' »f ‘moderate power. The Key West was a stern wheel boat,the others side

vneel. Cap ain Lalarge commznded the Spread Eagle.We left St.Louis on tha
4th. of May.Our boatdé were strongly manned, for it was known, that we would

have to cut wood for the engineﬂ,afﬂér we got above Ft.Randell.We started
before the spring freshet had raised the water in the Missouri.We thereform

made exceedingly slow progress,for the farst three weeks,at which time we

had reached Sioux City.At this point our 1a$ge boat had to b#-be lbghtened
" We had much experience during these three weeks,1in crossing sand bars.

The tso small boats could readily cross any bar,so that the large boat ol
gave trouble.When we camgg to a bar,on which was 1ess wvater than the boat
dfew,a porgion of her lead was put on the smaller boat,and thus lightened _

the large boat got over all the bars,by means of her own mpachinery, except
ther once or teice;dne of the small boats acted as a tug.At Sioux City |

there were only about three Heet on the bar,the Spread Eagle was therefore
unloaded, but befofe she had crossed jhe bar. just as the Spread Eaglé reach
ed the uppér end of this bar, (she had been three days gepting over)the
beginning of the freshetl cane upon.usgIn the meantime the Key West had

gotten so fat ahead, 1t was decided,to send a half breed,&?hénfaagg; as a

hunterafter we got above civilization)to over haul her.He started out at

g,

a jom trot,and we heard afrerwards,that he made In the first daydut;over a ZHM§LM

miles.We considered this a wonderful feat;but now we hear of such perfor_
maﬁces,every time there is a pedestrien match.This hunter was a half breed
named Hoe; but we had another hunter,a full blood Indian,namned "Cadoﬁt"
for whbm,ﬂadott's Pass,in the Rockey Mountains is nameé.They were wonder
fully ezpert in killing geme.As I was out with both of them,at various
times,I Bad good opportunities of Judging.Our provisions consisted of
plain soldiers rations,except what vegetabbes we could buy,ynfil‘we got to

ft.Randall¥ above there,we had game for the officers all the time,and

freguently enough for the men.The only anti _scorbutics,were a few plckles,

and dissicated vegetables for soup_I might class amongst these,whisky,this

lasted until we reached Ft.Benton_We had a few barrels of high ?rice‘whiéky

for the officers_one dollar a gallon_a high price at that time.We finhshed
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- this about theitims we got to Ft.Unlon,at the mouth of the Yellowstone,
; £ 7

and thens ﬁaﬁbme down to the seventeen cents per gallon;but I think we

enjoyé27this the most.Our sources. of amusement were cargis for those who

1ike§ a quiet game of draw or wnlst,hunting,and studying the channel, for
myself,and those who did not care for cards.We drilled the men in company
drill whenever we could,teaching them the manuellof arms nearly every datfy
as we could havre a dPill on the hurricane deck.The present great cities
of Eansas City,and Omaha, Wéfe of such little consequence that I scarcely
recollect them.We stopped at Ft.Leavenworth,and had a pleasant visit with
the ogficérs;and the Sutler,Ca@tain Rich.The location of the town,I thougit
such, that 1t would be the great city of that region.Ve saw a good deal of
Sioux City,it was a thriving place,so much so-that some o@ the offiéers ‘
invested their spare money im lots.We had been permitted to draw three
months pay in advance_some of us had invested a lagge portion of it in
equipments, such és saddles,Bishing tackle,guns,powder,and shot in St.LOuls
We also left a portion with some rascally dentists,to whom we had been
recommended.As I stated above the study of the current,was a greaﬁ source
of occupation.The Pllots of these western riveres distinguish the best chan
nel by the looks of the water_this seems in edible;but by the time we had
Qe s ,;) T
been a month on the boats,I could.ﬁmn one' 6f° tﬁem and tell the best water
almost as well as an old Pillot.It is very eztraordinary,how readily the eje
will become accustomed,to select the best water,it is imposslble to descrid
in language how it is done. 1t is ,as I might say,by an educa?ion of the
eje signt Of course the pilot must act gostly on his Judgment_this is a
case certainly,where to hesitate,is to be lost.The skill of the Missourie
river pllots is so exiraordinary,as to be worthy of stuﬂy,eépecially their
sk1ll in handling a boat at night.As soon as we passedb above civilization
wnlch terminated near Pt.Randall,we found plenty of game for sport,and to
supply the officers,and partly the men.The YankFonnals sioux were the firsh
real Indians we meb.At this time the Yan«tonnais were regarded as civilizg
O Nnon war lixé Indians:they had ﬁviwﬁbﬁp carn,and afew puapkins planted
Yle certainly thought them a fine,peaceable lot.The monotony of the trip ad

aoove Randall was first brdden by our stop at St.Pierre,where we collected



65%n. .
several hundred Indilans to recelve tﬁeir annuities.é&gﬁf@ézgmpanied us an
Indian agent,and several gentlemen connected with the American Fur Company
and also the artdsts,Terry,and Hayes,the latter afterwards celebrated as =
 3n animal paihter.Pierre Choteau,President of the American Fur Conpany ,
was the contractor for the transportation,and accom@anied,us.He was a man
of mugh force of character.lost df our boatmen were french Canadians.The
Sioux we saw at St.Pierre were fair specimens of the mild Indians.The Squam

did all the unloading,and carrying of the sﬁpplies from the bank near the

water,wherrthey were unloaded from the boats,up the hill,which rose about
2@ two hundred feet above the riger.I remarked one old syuaw,carrying,
what I estimated to be two hundred pounds_ she had a strap passing around ~
her pack{which rested on her back)ahd around her forehead;She‘was about
four feetm,six inches high;but very squarely buillt,small feet,and very

plgeon_toed.The Indians were not very friendly_they informed us thatb

Sitting Bullg was out with sgven,or eight hundred warriors,watching for

Colonel Reynolds,and his surveying party.Sitting Bu&iﬁwas described as
A e i v A

about thirty years of age,never having been on a reservation,and always

refusing supplies from our government_Hz, and some of the chiefls had
opposed_Coég&el%s Reynolds projected survey,and the yeat before,when the
Colonel left Pt.Pierre,for Pt.laramie.We were told that the Crows were mudh

provoked about the delivery of their supplies,That this year, they were

informed, that their suppllies would be delivered at Ft.lLaramie,whilst we

¥
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had them with us_Bhat the yead before,they went to get them on the Miséga-

river,whereas they were senr to Laramie_one result of this misunderstand—
ing,to put it mildly,was,thaﬁfﬁery few Sloux,and no Cro@ were seen by us

whilst passing through their country.¥From the time we left Féﬁmiierré,unbﬂ
we got to Ft¢Unioh,we thought we might be attacked;but ee had only one
alarm,and no attack.The next Indlans we saw,were the Arlckarees,or Rees,
of wnom there were not many,probablpy three,or four hundred,mostly Eemales,

They had been nunerocus;but had been depopulated by the small pox,a dew

o

ok
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yvears bpefore.We were told that they got the disease from some blankets sent

&

the Indian Department_These blankets were bought at a bargaln in New York,
and snipped to the Indians on the Missourie.It was sald,that many of the

Indians,when taken with the disease, jumped from the Bluff into the river,



and were drowned.When we saw them,they were a bery demoralilzed 10T_Liae AAR

women appeared to have lpst pretty much all moral sense,and there were only
about half a dozen Warriors in the tribe Theyr home was nea¥ old Ft. Bertnﬁ&i’iav

A few miles up the river, but on thr east bank,were the Mandans, the finest
looking Ondians,I have ever seen_The chiefs,andxnakikxx warriors visitég us
in the boats.They weré in full Undian gala dress,all war paint,and whre xh
their entire stock of feathers.Most of them wore very long halr,braided,and
plaited,long enough td reach to the ground.They invited us tod a scalp dance
which most of the officers attended.They had ga-QEEEE_scalpéfor the occa_
sion_I did not get to the dance;but gisited their village after it was over..
Their houses were vrty large,having walls ten,or twelve feet hiégh,with
entrance only on top of wall_ladders being used for entering.The roofs werwr
made of poles,lashed togéther at the top_the whole roof,and walls filled In
with mud.Thelr hpusec were warm,and as comfortable as any in the world,
except for the smoke_One house was very largep over eighty feer in diamete
It was sort of Council house.I think there were only forty odd warriors &on
the tribe at this time.We were told,that thls was the dominant tribe in
this region before the small pox depopulated thelr village.Tde huts of the
coast Indians of Oregon,which I saw a few montns later,were made the samres
as theirs;except the Oregon huts were natrow,and long,whereas the Mandan
hutsk werek large,and roundWhen we came within three days of Ft.Union we
saw a small party of Indians,on the Fast bank,and f&ﬁrthe.next few days
they kept about abreast of us,and now and then at night,ve would see a
signal fire.We became quite'interested in the movementd of this party,and
tried to open communication with them;but they declined our offers.We |
therefore prepared for an attack,and continued on the alert,until we
reacned Ft.Unioniwhere we heard that the party of Indlans ,were a horse

stealing party,who had made a sugccessfup raid on some Indians ,father down:

the river_We had ong other alsrm about Indians on our trip.As I said above
¥
I often accompanied the hunters,on rather one of them at a time. One day tha.

very open timbermﬁoe and I saw aE herd of Elk,about half a mile distant.
There was nothing vetween us and them;but a few scattered trees. Now, the

question was,how to‘get near enough for a shot.Joe,lntimated to me to fol&

low him,and do as he did.He watched the Elk,keeping himself perfectly still
until he saw all of them(%ﬁ&ﬁﬂfng,thén he rapidly moved forward a few yards

]J
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The £nstant hé noticed hay of them-stbp browsing,he stopped and waited for
them to begin eating again,in this way he got to within sixty yards,or 1e&;
of the largest Buck,which he shot.I got a shot when they ran,and between
us ,we got a second Elk.I have never seen greater skill,than this half bxe
- breed displayed in stalking game.I learnt much from him,which was of serwie
to me afterwards,The first grizzly I saw,was chained in a hut in Ft.Plere
Mr.Choteau told me I could havé him,aﬂd he would send him tq ne at ST. XA
Louis;:;but I had to decline his kind offer.This wasbabbut an eight hundred
pound black bear,and very fierce,he frightened several persons who went to
see him_,as they opened fhe door of the hut,he would spring tewards then, i
the full lenght of hls chain,which broﬁght him very close_Whilst I Was out
one day with Cadott,I was about a third of a mile from him on the prairie;
and about a mile,and a half from the boats_I happened to look in his direc
tion,when I saw he was motioning me to go towards the boats.I started on
a Wa1k in that direction,watcﬁing Cadott.Soon I saw him bun very fast
tbwards the boaﬁs then stop.As he stopped,I saw what I took to be an Indian
horseback,come up a small rise.I struck across at a run,so as to cross
Cadott's trail,so that we could come together,about three quarters of a
mile from the boats;THe.prairie_was somewhat rolling,so that I d4id not dex
learn what was the matter ,till I got & hundred yardex,or so from Cadobt,
when I saw Two Grizzlies following him_¥e had come across them some time
before I saw him motioning me,and had kept out of their beach,by raunning ,
u ntil the leader would 1ift himself to run,then Cadott would stop;and face
the beatywho would then drop to a walk,and thus Cadodd had kept ahead of
‘the leading bear,for a mile or more on the open prairie.Cadott's gun was m.

an o0ld fashioned pateh rifle,firing a large bab@;bﬁt would not kill a gxiwm
grizzly outright_@nfortunately I had a small cavalry carbine,whose point
blank was elghty yards,and would scarcely kill a deer at ﬁhat distance.fzd
Cacdott,and I therefore continued his movenment,till we came within haill of
the boat,where were plenty of Springfield rifles.As we got near,the offices
ané men cane running out,with such noisg,that they alarmed the grizzlies,

whlch in turn,tool to their heels,dosmn the river,whefe wap a swamp,and ‘usn

and nlght coming on,we lost them.A few evenings after this,one of the mffk



=officers,and the chief engineer,returned from a hth,looking vert trired,zn
and they were remarkably quiet about the days hunffgs'they brought no gamm
we were all curious ,and we finally got them talkingoWhen'it'appearedk}mhk
that after hunting sometime without finding anything, they sat ﬁownlunder

a small tree to rest,Happening to glancé towatds the rivér,whiéh was about
half a mile away,they saw what they took to be a couple of buffaloes, coming
towards them at a lope.Both‘prepared'Eor a shot;but as the animals came
close enough to distinguish them,the hunters recognized them as two grizzle
making for_their tree.A lively discussion arose between the officers,as to

what they would do.The Engineer was for lighting out at double quick,and g

get out If the way.But the offider,having a good sharp rifle,was.for making
a stand.As he prevailed, the Engineer tooX oﬁ?his boots,and madeﬂréady to
climb the small tree.When the bears came within range,he férgetting his guu
Tﬁdﬁe}back to climb the teee.The officer prepared to shoot;but béing unable
to declde which bear to shoot,and possibly.becoming bear struck,he so the -

Engineer sald dropped his pifle,and made good time up the tree.The officer
clalmed that he took his gun with himihowever this may be ,the two animals

came on at a lope,and without mo much as looking up the tree,went on into
the brush beyond.ZAs they had both been severe on Caditt and ﬁyself for
not attacking two grizzlies,onthe open prairie,with a sméll Bifle,and a
carbine, Ithought that two such valarous hunters,one with a Sharpe's breeéh
loading rifle and the other ,with a Springfield muskét,might at least ha?e
tried a shot from theie safe perch in the treell dont believe any man ever
attacked a single grizzly without having some great édvéntage,unless he was
obliged to do so inrself defense.I was told ,no Indian,or hunter was ever
known_to attack even one on the open prairie,except onlhorseback.The grizz
1y is known to live ten,or more minutes,and to be able to make =z desperate
fight,after he is shot through the heart.Our hunters Beported,that they san

ag many as ten grizzlies in one day;but not one was killed by our hunters
or command.We first saw a few stray buffalo,along the river s before reachi

Yim

ing Ft.Plerre;but they were more numerous above Ft.Union.When we arrived
at this fort, (it was only an Améfican Fur Company Fort,or Station)it wa.s
repotted thet a herder had been &illeﬁ,éﬁd his herd étolen_All sorts of
rumors floated in the air from thes time,ti1ill we reached Ft.Benton about

Indian troubles;thelr opposition to our expidg#tion,and to that of.Colonel
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Reyno1ds We all continued to keep near the river In hunting,and precautkas
tions were taken,when ithe boats 1aid up at night,against surprises,such a

‘posting pickets on shore. nghﬁvéf saw no Indians,after leaving Ft. Union,
'till we reached the camp of tlie Peighans,aboyt 150 miles from Benton.The
hunting was much better above the mouth of the YellowStohe than below 1t.
Elk,and deer were found evefy day, and buffulo almost evéry hour,were seen
along the shore.There was much shooting at the lpne ones that had come down

to the river for water.Océasionally some one wbuld kill one,when a boat
would go for iti;but I must say,there was a fearful amount of bad shooting.
Ve stopped three days at the mouth of the Milk River,landed some of our
wagons,and ox yokes,which were left here for oxen,expected here,but'which
had not arrived when we left.Aherd of buffalo was crassing the Missourie,
Just below the mouth of Milk river,when we arrived,and it continued to crecs
all the time we were at this point_As it 1s a2 mile or more from each river
bank to the bluffs,and buffalo could be seen all the tiﬁe coning down one
bluff,and going up the other,the width of the line being from half a nile

to a mlle wide,one can believe that this herd must have contalned a millio.
or g0.Whilst laying here,one day,I was sent with a squad of soldiers,in a

boat to hunt,and bring 1ln some buffalo meat for the command.We landed on a
island covered with dense hazel,and other kinde of bruéh.Kﬁowing that the
buffalo were swimming to thie island at its lower end,where they made a ney
start,;and swam across the river:we went cautiously tnrough the brush,on ihe
buffalo paths.I 1e§d,being armed with a double handled shot gun,Zwhich I
had boughh at St.Louls)having ball in one barrel, and buck zhot in the gtk

other.As I came into a small opening,near the lower end of the islan&,l me.

.

a buffalo bull face to facs,certzinly not ten feet off.The ground besing
30f1,I had not heard him,and was condiderably startled.l became a victinm o

v /('

of the buffalo fever.Ifkm@x fired both barrels,and missed him clear s&Xahaug
although he looked nmuch bigger than a barn door.Upon hearing ny shots he
wneeled,and ran for the river.Allfhrx the men with me,fired at onge, but
th&t old bull was not touched ,he,and oﬁe,or two other bulls thet were
following him,struck into the portion of the river nearest us sand swam

for the shore,which was about one hundred yards away.We all went to the
island bank,and shot at Lhem as they climbed the bank_Qne‘fell back into

the water,evidently badly wounded,and swam half a mile,before he gave up.
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_Anéthér,continued to ¢limb the bank,although not less than three rifle bakx
balls went clear through him,all just% below the shouldez,he gqt up the
bank,and ban more.than a hundred ynrdé before he zave up.When we gol him %
we found he had more thaﬁ four deaths wounds«We got all tﬁe calves,and
cows we wanted in a few minutes after this-The cows were a2lmost as tender
as the wild cattle we got from Mullan on thié trip,but not solagreeablg to
the palate.Two of the officers were hunting one déj,when they came across
an old buffalo bull near the river_the officers approached from the swanp,
one 1n advance fired,and broke the back of the buffalo.He fell, ahd the &f
officer approached nearer,when he rose on hbs fore feet,dragging his
haunches, and rushed for the pfficer,who seeing no chance for a fatal shot

drew back towards the swanp,where the buffalo followed him,till he got imh

into the mud and water up to his neck.Hig companion got on a log,and fired

several times,but could not get a fatal shot.They remained in the swanp

until one of the hunters,hearing the shots came up,and killed the buffalo.

al

then with arrow,or ball in a fatal spot,then letting them run,till they
bleed to death.WE gaw the first mountain sheep whilst we were near Milk
river-Upham shot into 2 herd a half mile off from the boat,and hit one.Ay
the mouth of Milk river ,the Spread Eagle transferred her load o two smaﬂ.
steamers,and returned dowvm the river.Ours boats of coursé had lost a large
part of theirm loads by leaving the indian goods at thoPierre,Beythold’
and Union¥-I think Lt. Corr returned by the Svraed Bagle.He had been shot
in the neck by one of the pllots.The eircumstiances,as I remember them wer
thesetlt. Carr had command of the troops on Key West«On making a landing
one day to cut wood,the troops were sent ashove to drill,and exercise;Twen

ne to start came,the Pilot blew the whistie.Most of the men came on
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ut some delayed-The Pilot blew the whistle again;But the men didnot
cone on board.Lt.Corr was standing on the front part of the hurricane deck
71lth a carbine in his hand.After the second whistle, the Pilot intimated

. 3 ' 1
wnat he was golng to leave,and rang the Engineer shzx bhell accordingly.

“nen he said he was golng to start-Li.Carr told hidm to stopibut the Pilot «.i

n
no attention to him.Lt.Chrp turned,and threatened to shoot him,if he did

The vitality of the buffalo is wonderful!The Indians %111 them by stricking
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- not'stop the boat,wheres~upon the Pilot drew a small pocket pistol,and fipgl

hitting Lt.Carr in the neck.LT.Carr took charge of the boat,énd had the
‘P110+ locked up-LT. Vapr was seriously,but not dangerously woundwd-he went

back to the States,resigned,and went south-THe ¥ellowstone river at its
moutnh has all the-characteristics of the Migsourie below itfwide bed,rapld
current,muddy yellow water spread in uncertaln depths ,irfégularly betwean
1ts banks,sand bars visible in every direction.The Mjssourie,below the
moutnh of rthe Yellowstone appears to be the continuation of that river,as
the Mjissiseippl below the mouth of the Hissourie is the continuationof the
Migsourie+.The Misslssippl is a gfeaﬁ river with its yellow water,shifting

e

current,and sand bars,appears to have 1itis otigen in the Yellowstone.l was
struck with this on our beip from St.Louis to Ft.Union-The Missourie above
1ts junction with the Yellowstone is generally a clear,narrow streém,
frequently deep,vwhere shallow,very swift,in fact the shallow places are

zolds,which we were obliged to cordel over,puttinggnxone or more companles

+to the cordel lines to assist the steam power to get our boats over the
raplds.Our steamers were all high pressure boats,and on account of the nmud

in the stream the bollers had th be cleaned frequently,which required us

lay by+«The boiler of the Chippewa gave out about the time we reached Ft.
Union,and had to be patched.The Chief‘Englneér was a man of great skill,
and exmerience_he had little trouble with the éngines of the Spread Eagie,
put those of the small boats were almosti consténtly out of order;he worked
three days,and nlghts without ceasing,in patching a boller that have way.
Our boats laid up at night,when we endeavored to be near some wood,thaﬁ th
boat crews coulid cut,and load enough at night to wun us the followlng day.
The forestes are all eotton wood near the river.0f course we could not find
a woodwd landing at‘night,and we had to lay up to the shore.In the "Mawpsk—
"iauyvaises Teprres' the wood was very gearce ,moatly pine,and cedar,and diffi
et.The banks through these bad lands exhibited some very odd

u
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feaubtures.The soil is a hard clay,which 1s washed into fantastic shapes,I
supposse from the melting snows in the spring.The wind was always quilte
strong, cometimes causing a boal to make several efforis ,before she could

round a bend.Ft.Pierre was snid to be the coldest and windlest place in Xk
the MNerth West.Our trip to Benton was tedious;but interesting.
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We arrived at Ft.Benton July 3rd.REZX¥Rx 1860 _This was an American Fur Ezmpa
Company Station,bullt as are their stations on the Mymsourie,somewhatl in
imltation of the forts of our ancestors,for protection agalnst ‘the indians.
It conglsted of a mud,or adobe wall, twelve,to twenty feeb high, surrounding
" a square,with only one main entrance.Where the wall was highest,huts,or
wind houses were built'against the wall.In nortibns of these,the employes
of the €ompany lived,and kept their stores _along the lower part,vere sheds
for the animals- The stores containeé ‘such articles as the Indians required
except -liquor.The Fur CompanJ emplojes were very particular about letting
the Indians have liquor,for two reasonsithat intoxicated indlans were very
dangerous,and bacause the employes wanted all they could get,to carry them
through the long winters.These sfores were sald to be princivally supporteé

by our Indian Department.Our arrival was the greatest event which ever
occurred in this regilon.The noise of it brought in more hunters,and Indian.d

than had ever been collected at one point.The last day of our journey was
made on the Key Weat.We put ashore about half of the command to cordl, put
on all the gteam the boiler could carry,burning boxesm and barrels,and
every thing combustible on board, the boat shook,and palpitated,like a wind
blown horse,I was reminded.of the steam boat races on the lower Mississipd
and Ohio-Fortunately,there was no accident,and we came to dock in front of
Ft.Benton,the first steam boat that had ever landed there.We pitched our
camp about a mile up the river;from the Fur Company's Fort,on the open
prairie.I forgot to mention ,that ebout five miles below the fort,one of x
the coldiers,fell over board.He began to swim up stream,every one hcllowed
at him.to turn,and swim down;whilst two soldiers jumped over,and awvam for
Fim.But he wert down before either of the regcuers reached him.One of the
~latter said that he had to swim more than a mile to reach shorej;although
the river ie little over a hundred yords wide.The current is so swift he
could not make it sooner.We lost a soldier over board, near what is now
Kangas City,he,wvas also drovned by attempting to swim up stream.Our Camp

{ r " % 7
wa.s pleaﬁont]y,ewcen4 “thats it was subject to winds that travelled from

thirty miles an hour,upwards.One night,we had a generél levelling of tents

and distribution!of effects all over the prairie.Our Camp was in form an
ordinary regimental canp, with sentries on the four sicdes.The ground was g0
J
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nard a hole had to be made for the wooden tent pegs,and the w1nd blew so

strong, that guy ropes were necessary.The days were very hot,and the nights
cold ,a rain storm nearly every afternoon,lasting‘only a few minutes.Cur
occupation principally drilling, squad, company,and batallion.Major Blake

being a cavalryman, did not take much interest in dilling ,or commanddng
the battallion.Floyd Jones,the senior Captain,had charge of all drills,and

in fact the 1mmedlate command of the men.Captain Lendrum was & good office
and well 1n;ormed except that he was eccentrlc end rather fond of his toddy. -
Our smusements consisted of riding,racing,visiting the Fort,hunting,and
fighing.After we had been in Canp about two weeks, the Indians began coming
in _many crossed the river near our Canp,using bull boats to transporixinz
their children,and effects.The bucks swimmlng with their horses,which gere
attached to the bull boats by'lariafs.we'estimated that at one time ,there
wereka at least eight thousand Indiens in sight,and countless horses.The
bueks would often dress up, dnd ride about our camp, going throuh evolutia.
tions,quite as skillful as any cavalry.Their skirmish drill was very skill
ful,and ought to have been studlied by our cavalry officers.Good ponies,
called buffolo horses,(being able to run dowm a Euffaloi,were worth from
rfifteen to fifty dollars_nearly all the officers purchased ponles_I bought
a vrey Tine one for fifty dollars.One of our regular amusements was horse
racing.The Indians had races eeveral times fos our benefit.Except when
dresged in their war rig,all the Indians rode bare backed,and had no bridle
only the lariat rope of leather,usually fastened to the horses lower Jaw.
The Iﬁdians were skillful riders,but not better than our officers,who had
been trained to ride.I saw a young buck galloping to the gate of the Fort
one day,he was riding a very fine nony,ﬁiméelf dressed in gala ccstume.ds
he passed us, he made a special flourish of his whip,(all Indians carry a
whip,usually made with a hickory handle, 18 1nches long,and a leather stirap
attached,two feet long),when some One coming out of the gate,allowed a

blanket,or other gally colored article to fly in the wind.The horse turned

very suddenly, throwing the young buck with such force,that he was almost
killed_go that when not on his guard,the Indian has no more sscure seat
than other good riders,he rides what is called the balance seat.There 1is
a high'pieée of ground back of_Ft.Benton,it s about four miles around

!
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its bage.Ilt was around this that the Indians raced,they bet quite as heavi
i
ly as we do. The vnrincival Indian chief é%? the Blackfg®t was Little Dog,
a Peipghan Indian-He had been a great warrior in his younger days,but was

now in favor of pezace with the adjoinlng tribes,as well as with the whites

YWhen the supblies were lssued to the 1nd1ang,the management of the 1ssue
was conducted bj Little Dog.A11 the Indians were in war paint,as gala zask
costume is usually disignated in the Indian couniry»The genior chiefs by
age,and influence,were seated on their blankets forming a small éircle,
thefm being only six,or seven of them_a space about fifteen feet intervend

between these,and the next circle which consisted of lesser chiefs,and

warriors notgd for eloquence,and war deeds.About twenty feet out frpm this
last c¢ircle was another,of'old warriofs,and very young onas.Ten,or fifteen
Teet from this last circle was the first circle of females,consisting of

the wives of the principal chiefs,and warriors_gome few, the favorite wives

of the most noted chiefs,being a little advanced dn front of the line,and

having five,or six feet of clear space about each.After a shart speech by

f\ ~

wiutle§sucn ag one of our Governows,m*gnt make upon such an occasgion,he
A |

proceeded Lo distribute the supplies,commencing with the inner circle, whee

he piled up every thing in great'profusion.Then selecting special articles

for each -individual,chief,or warrior,not neglecting the young warriors of

the third circle.He reminded me very much ﬁf.Steﬂhen A.Douglas,whon he
resembled very much in person,and manner,his nroceodings were certainly
characteristic of the politician.He gave most bountifully to the favorite
wives of favorite chiefs.To the "Hoi Polloi",he made up in sugar,and flour _
The sugar,the squaws proceeded to eat ,so that those who did not get finery -
cot thelr stomachs full.The Falls of the Migssourie are aboub thirty miles
by river,in direct line from Ft.Benton.The officers of our command went

in detachments to see them.The second party which consistes of Blake;
Livingaton, Uphan, dna two other officers,with two guldes,and several saidks
soldiers,vere to be gone three days.At the end of that time we began to
Look Tor them.They not returning the third night,we became uneasy, fearing
tney might have met a hostlle band,who oblected to their aanting.wa had
been told by interpreters,that the Indians objected to ohr expedltion,
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wnich threatened to open up a route through thelr country.So when the Zaux

fourth day came,and the guide whom we had sent,returned,and reported thet

our party hed not been at the Falls,we became seriously alarmed. We started
out runers in all directions.Byt to oue great relleéatqey returned the

fourth night They haﬂ been lost on the prairie for two days,having underﬂ
gone great suffering,and anxlety.It appeared,that soon after leaving the
Camp, deer were seen,and some of the officers took after them, the rest of %
the party following in the difection ol the hunters.In this way the whole
arty got off the trail,and away from the river.Find ing they could not’
reach the‘}iver thg first night, they camped on the prairie.The next day
they vook a supposed short cut,but went out of the way, striking above the
Falls,and thus spent another night on the prairie.The third day they made
the Falls,but after our man had been tnere.They were so exhausted,theyr
renainedthe third night,and till late the fourth day,before starting back,
Then they followed the river,or lénger trail,so as not to be lost the
second time.A few days after this I went with a small party to the Falls.
These are about Seventy feet high,at the greatest Tall,andk, there is a Rin
ine fall of twelve feet ,a hundred yards below.The banks are precipitous
all aling here so that the water below the Falls is in a canyon,with walls
over two hundred feet high.A few cedars,and other shrubs grow along the
rocks,and crévices,and thus the priecture seen from below is very beautiful.

Fa

the night here was quite cold,as were most of the nights at Benton;but we
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nad the most voracious mosgulboes théﬁii}ever fought.For tired as we were,
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had to build a fire.in a c
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& ccle naboub us,and smoke zll night.We caught
some salmon,and common fidh. These salmon trout are speckled,and resemble

orook trout.Soon after we arrived at Benton,we heard through the INdians

that "Sitting Bull'was lying in wait nenr the Black Hills for Colonel

Reynolds,and party.The "Nez Perces"Indians,who gave us the information

']

rere the most intelligent Indians I met.Each buck carried a rifle,and

bows,and arrows were to be found in each party.We were told these Indians
fortified their camp every night,and that twenty of them were a matchr for
21l the Indians that could be assembled to fight them.A party of thirty

officers and men went about twenty miles south to fish.We thought it
imprudent.The day they were to return,when we saw a number of Indiana

coming down the bluff,single file,we were quite uneasy.But soon a long line



of pack animals appeared over the bluff, then some cavalry,and we Knew it
wag Cplonel's Reynolds party,about whom we had heard so many dire rumours.
They were a hard looking lot,as regards cloihing,but looked otherwise,as

though Sitting Bull would have lost many fine warriors before he got them.

The party conslsted of Colonel Reynolds,a Lieutenant,and twenty soldiers
of cavalry ,and a pack train of about fifty animals,and usual number of

packnrs They had cone west of the Black dills and thus acciientlj avolided

Sitting Bu11 and hls warriors.Colonel Reynolds reported that they had

discovered a good road,west of the Black Hills,over which they could zo
without great amount of work.He and his party had left Ft.Larrmie as early
in the season as they could.We were walting for John Ilullen,over whose
road we were to go.He was due about the same time as Reynolds,but did not
arrive till the twenty'seventh.of July.He brought many less beef,cattle,
and oxen than we had expectesd.The road over the Bitter Root mountains,and
along Clark'sFork river below Hell Gate was more difficult then we had
anticipated,and we had another mlsfortune.As I gald,Dr.Cooper and others
had reported that it never snowed in the Bitter Root mountains. at least
not over two feet.It appeared that in October,a month earlier than expect_
ed,it began to snow,and continued prtiy steadily until Vovembe,.iullpn had
to quit work on the forest side.He cached 2ll the articles he could,and ma
made haste to cross the mountains by the main trall,eastward into Bitter '
Root valley.He started teco 1utu,wnd very nearly lost all hiks cattle,and

‘\
pack animnals.Unfortunately, he did npt =uulfy cf this ,till he arrived,whalr

the Indians, from whonm we could have bought any nunber of ponies had left

ndila ¥
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+o knwu.ﬁe had to buy all the cattle,oxen,mules,and poniess we couid get,zn
and we had to improvise a pack train.Our command of five hundred could not
rush along,in case we wbrb hurrl-d,lmke a small party.B.F.Smith was one

of the best Quarter Masters the Army ever produced,and if lajor alfif{éﬁ"”**”{i ol
1id not seem to take muen interest in his Infantry command,he had served

long enough on the Plains,not to fear responsibilliyi.The Quarter Haster

was authorized to buy everything thet could pull,or cabry.Our transportaté
tion conslsbed of thirty ox wagons,one mulé hesad quérter WAZON, and a pack
train of aboubt one hundred,and Tifty animals.The good pack saddles were aXk

all left in store at Benton,and sim01ef and lighter ones used.Getting our

animals together,and giving Mullens animals a rest,delayed us until the 4h
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of Aygust,a very late date to start across the mountaind.I forgot to men__

tion a hunt I had with Carlton,and two of the Fur Company's employes on th

larias River.we had rather poor huck,and started back early for Benton.fgk
Arter travvelling two hours,we found that we were lost.One of the Fur Com__
vany's employeé was leading,we stopped foe consultation,when we found that ;

the two who ought to have kmown the way,were really lost.I offered to lead

them back by the shortest cut.My offer was accepted,and before long we

struck a good trail_It turned out that I had taken the exaclt direction for
the Fort.My early tralning on the prairie had given me an instinct for
direction.Wnen we got almost in sight of Benton,we met a large party of
Indians.They made signs @or us to stop.WVe stopped ,and they came all arowrd
'us.bwthough we did not know their disposition,we appeared friendly,and whe
Lhey asked for our guna,we handed then over.They took them, cocked them, an
and aimed them at us.We treated it all as a Boke:vut I can't say that I
1iked it.Probably 1t was fortunate we so treated it,and thus got away with
our scalps.The first day's march from Benton was twenty miles to the neay:
est water. They men were unaccustomed to march,and the day becoming very
warm,we had the worst straggled command I ever saw.ile learned afterwards,
that we might heve made one march up the river,and the other across,and stk

thus made the thirty miles in two days.To encourage the men the officers
7alked.5he Commissary catile had been allowed to proceed us,z2nd when we
came vo the small springs,where we expected to take lunch,get waler,and
rest,we found the animals had been allowed. to trample all through them,

a

and the er was unflit for use.That hot alkali plain was most lndelibly

impressed on my brain. Fortunately,in this elevated reclon,tae nlghts are l
2% all times,very cold.We had a full supply af tents,which were pitched
every nilght.on this day,as well as all future days,Ma jor Blakk rode ahead
t0 the camp.we were Lo occupy,his mule team following him,he piiched his
tent near,but without regard to $he command,and usually he goti in bj noon.
g generally got in between two,und foursz.Oyr marches averaged thirteen,edn
and a nalXf miles a day,and we usually laid over every other Sunday,or at
°ne day in two weeks.Since we gol into Camp some hours before dark every &
lay,and always had the finest water in the world to drink,and almost every

fay had good trout fishingand,and good hunting, the weather being perfect.

. had as agreeable a time as men ever had in a2 six weekVs march.
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Cur route took us the west banﬁ of the HMigsourle,across the small streams

Tlowing in from ttéu side,near thelr heads,so that we saw the river near a
at hand seldom,but saw 1t often in the distance.As we approached the Rocky

Mountains,"Bird Tgil Rock"was in view for three days.The day we camped at

its base ,z¥x Upham,and I taking our guns,ascended it.The rock proper risa

above a steep mound Wnlch is three,or four hundred feet above the surrOLnd
ing country.The rock which covers the whole top,is of basaltic formation,

with vertlcal sides, two,or three hundred feet in height.The ascent of the
rock can only be made through very narrow crevices which occur at intervaﬁg_
Ag we were sdcending one of the crevices,on a ledge, Just wide enough for a
single person to move,a déep gully being on one side;we met a herd of
ﬁountain sheep descending.The leaders hesitated a moment as if to turn,
1stinet, I suppose,telling them that tce turn would precipitate the
tire band below, they made a rush,and scrambled along the perpendicular
rock on our right,and went racing over our heads.It was a wonderful si

and one to take away our breath.Amis_step of a single goat would hav
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fatal to us.Ag goon as we got our breath,and the goats came into view,whih
which seemed but a moment,yet the herd was several hundred yards away ,we
shot,but were not successful.The view from the top of this rock is very

extensive, agébeau tiful.It tekee in many miles of the Missourie, the Rocky

1
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fountains,and the plain,as far back as the eye can reach.Myllans road
carricd us along the Little Prickley Pear for seweral days march, the road
being hilly,and rough;but plenty of good water, and wood.l e croased to tqe
head waters of the Litile Blackfoot river,head of Clark'$ fork of the
Cslumbla.The springs of this siream were only a stone's throw from those §
of the streams entering into the Iligsourie.Ve followed the Litile Blaelt
Toot to the Deger Lodge. Thm Blackfoot v fr 1tly dammed by the RBeaver.

quée
The Desr Lodge coming in from the south 1s a fine broad siream ,flowing

uhfdh“ﬂ Deger Lodge prairie.From our camp on Deer Lpdge prairie,to the maouk

D
mouth of Hell Gate river,our march wag a gala one.There is a gentle descsn
through alternate forest,and prsirie 211 the distance.We remarked that

nature had here provided a natural rall road route,as it has certainly
left a most perfect pass at Hell Gote 1tself.OUpr canp on Gold Creek was

very pleasant.We caught many fine brook trout.The wateér was very cold,and
the black sand in the bottom indicated that the streanm was properly named.

Vie made a three days stop in Bitter Root vallev,now celled Mijessoula as we
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called the valley that lies at the Junction of the St.Maury¥'s,and Hell_

Gate rivers.The river formed by this junction,was called the Bltter Root_ %
it-is Clark's fork of the Columbia.In this valley Mullen had wintered his
‘stock on the native grass,and shrubs.The present~winter mas a severe one,

vet the snow fall in this valley was soO light, that the cattle grew fat ,

1iving upon what they could pick up.The surrounding mountains are from fiw
to seven thousand feet high.Small particles of snow still hung in shady
places on theilr sides,from which lce was brought to us whilst camped here.
The Ifaian agent,Mr.Owens,,from the St.Maury's reservation,brought us sone
very fine potatoes,and other vegetables.Oyr route carried us down the north
bank of the Bitter Root river,for about three days,wé then crossed,and'
began the ascént of the Bitter Root mountains.We ascended the S5t.Regls,

it is a very crooked stream,which we crossed about every hundred yards,for

three,or more days march.The road had been hastily built ober a most diffi
cult{%ﬁ%ﬁﬁ%whadrno great difficulty in making the ascent.It did not appear

to ﬁ%’a good route for a railroad.On the desceht towards Coeur Ge Lene,wRX
which is far more gentle than the ascent of the S5t.Regls,we saw at times,

blazes on trees way out of reach of a man on horseback.We were informed
that the blazes were made by Muyllan'g party,when moving towards the Bitter
Root valley,in November past,whilst dragging their sleds by hand.That they
were made at the usual height above the snow,aboul three feet.If this were
true,and there was no reason to doubt it,our friend,Dr.Cooper had mliscalu_
lated the snow fall about ten,to twelve feet.We had a good deal of sport
out ithe Doctor,bringing him all sorts of common bugs,and weeds to be prope
1y named.In this region Muyllan had made hié cache, for wihtbhhnot only the
officers,but the men were én the out look.The latter being the most
numerous,were apt to find them firet,and unfortunately,not only find then,
but make use of thelr contents.Captabn Lendrums Company,with which I was
on duty,had charge one day,of the train.The duty consisted usually ,helpin,
gstalled teams.out of the mud,or up a_steep hill.On this occaslon, the
-Captain,with the greater part of the Company;was wlth the.advance{l had a
few men in the rear.There had been more or less drunkedness among the men

for several days,so that I watched my detachment closely.Unfortunately, for

the Captain,he was not so vigilant,and night came,many of the teamsters,

v\ ; \
and all of his detachment of doldlers,were very much under the weather;h
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The road was muddy,and the irain had becomne so scattered,that a regular
camp could not bé made,and we remained with the wagone.Eatly .in the mqfning
I got my men up,and started. the rear of the train,which soon overhauled the
advance vortion,which was irregularly parked.Afew teamsters,and one,or two
non commissioned officeré were up,amd trying to get things goingybut most
of the men would noit be awekened at all.Of course a whisky "cache" had beeun
found the day béfore,anﬁ the unaccustumed stimulant had been too mugh for
all hands.It was ny first,and last experience ,of the total defeat of a
command, by "John Barley Zorn". That Major Blake was mad,and Tor cause,and
ahat he expressed himself in vigorous English,one can readiiy imagine.
Arout fifty miles from Coeur de Lene Mission,we passed through one of the
great red wood forests.Every tree would measure five feet in diameter,and
seemed over three hundred feet high.I am sure the sun had not thrown his
rays under themy for a century.Il have never avpreclated real grandeur of

forest scenery before. Qur arrivsl at the lission was welcomed by the good
Jesuit fathers,afd,thelr then very doclle Indian wards,with frults,and
vegetables.We were most nolsily welcomed by the wolf dogs,half wolf,and
nalf cur,whose yelp is nearer the wolf howl, than the dog'® bark.They seemed
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to makXe up in numbers for the lack of other dome ated animals.One 1is
not surprised,that the Indians in thils region have feasted on dog,since
the days of Benneville.These dogs were known to steal a hare from under ik

cooks head,whilst he slept in a tent.Ve sent back a pertion of our pack_
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“rain from the Biotar Reobt Valley,and as Drovisions would only carry us Lo
3 = I o 3 ~ -~ oy - srrey Ty 3 s + o T EnENR T 17 Y

the Ogeur de Lene Hisslon,a messengsl #as Seiu a2hend to Ft.VWalla_Valla
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requesting that a train be hurried forward o meet us at Jpeur de Liene.Ths
;o
L

of a2ll the sore backel animals,thzt I have ever seen, these had tie sorestl
7+ appearel that this traln of 150 animals,had just returnsd from near
0ld P+.Hall,when our nsosenger arrived,and fearing an early,and severe
winbter,such as lullen.had encountered,the

nurried off to us.Its arrival was a great relief;but we had moved so much
fastar than had haon sxnschsd,that we were not badly off.The lake,and
surroundings of the loslon are very beautiful,thouh I could not say much
for the cleaninsss of the Mission 1tself.our Comnmand waas dlvided here.

The grester portion golng south, Lo Ft,walla_walla,whilst about 150 men,



. 29cnd.

with Lt.XKautz in comnand,Uphan,Dr. Cooper,and myself,left with a pack train
for Ft.Colville.By this time our men had learnt Lo march,so that it requlr
ed care to keep them down to three,and a gquarter mlles an hour.Our pack
train was small,some of the animals hwd bad backs,and our marches were
regulated by the powers of the pack train.%e égrangéé‘aﬁjut eighteen miles
a day.The country was mostly open itimber,and the tralﬂ‘very good, though at
times steep,so that sharp Zig Zags were necessary,in ascending,and descend
ing many of the hills.Wes passed over no high range,and the hills scarcely

rose to the dignity of mountalus.At one

=

oint on the trall,in order to saw
a days march through a marshy bottom,we passed along a very narrow ledgex

in which the frequently passing mules,and ponies,had cut round holes,the =
spaceé between the holes rising to a sharp edge.The ledge was S0 narrow,

and the preclpice so great below,that some of us would have preferred to

.

walk over;but found it impossible,on account of the peculiar State of the

‘ledge.Byt a mule,as well as an Indian pony,is as sure footed as a man.Ve

-

passed near the Spokane Falls.The river 1s about a hwidred feel wide,and

falls thirty feet,which Fall millions of salmon leap every season.We
camped a short-distance above the Falls, on the river,the banks of which
were lined with dead,and dylng salmon.The Indians from all parts of the

country had assembled here;to dry these sore backed salmon,for their winhes

xo%f +qe princi@al fhief here,had been educated &n the States,it was esaid
{ LD A ’

in hrqer&-college.ue was very polite;and atientlve,we had no nresents Lo

give him,which did not please him.The next morning,dur horses had strayed

=

far from Canp.Two of them,mine being one,Were never found.We considered
that we had made rather valusble presents to these roiten fish eating
aboringnies.This old Chief had a very pad nane,denied thet he spoike
English,and was a deceptive old rogue.After we left Ft.Benton,we had very
little rum in the Command,what we had was used for the sick,and for men on

Tatigue.VWhen we left Coeur de Lene,we noticed that KXautz,broug sht along a
small two gallon keg wialch had often attfacted attention,but of whose
contents all were ignorant.The Tirst evening out,Xautz tapned the keg,whid
contalned prune brandy,of first rate quality, and eveﬁyﬂ;fu;} £Z§§n5 Canp &
he brought out this keg,and we had our "Tuscaéﬂggy .I am sure,l never #AY3

enjoyed the contents of Jug,barrel,or bottle,as I did my share of the Idtk
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little two gallon keg!There was just enough to go .round the last camp we
made, before our arrival at Ft.Colville.This Post was then the center of &
mining region,Captain Pinkney Lujenbsel was commanding.Billy Huﬂnes Was

e

Quarter Haster.We had a most delightful short vislt,and were entertained

by the o’ficefs,and their families. I remember there was a billiard table

at the Sytlers,and as the only transportion was by mule back,l wondered

how the table got there.But I remembered ,that onz of our mules,was loaddh

)
at Benton,amongst other things,with a fold@@$table,and that he had carria
it safely to Coeur de Lene.In many parts of the trail,he could not move
e

squarely along without msikkmgxihmxkxkbk¥ex strizking the table:he would ga
calculate the tree,or side of precipice,as well as any man,and lean away
50 as to preserve his pack intact.On one occasion,he approached two trees

near together,the trall leading between them.He went along carefully,tried
first to go squarely through.His table hitting,he waited fbr_the,packer to

unload him.I think the movements of a pack train are always interesting,ad
1f one has patience,and keeps ones temper,he can enjoy the comedy of packi
ing up,in the morning, for it is certainly one of the most comical sights
in the worldiEvery individual mule has his peculiar method of worrylng the
ﬁackereAt first when you see the packer blind fold the nule,and pressing R
nls knee agalnst the animals side,pull on the sinche,until the creature
groans,as though his ribs were beilng broken,your entire sympat@yls with ta

ot

the mule.but when héﬂ%urned loose,and the blinders with drawn,the mule gix
&
plves a vicious side kick at the packer,who is of course on his guard,and

rushes for the nearest tree,ycu lose 211 sympathy with him then,and forever

P

72 remalned aboul three days in Collville,visited LtlLHughes fine wheat farm

and then applying for transportation to Ft.Walla Walla,got our animals,and
left.We each had a riding horse of the favorite kind here,half American,anu
nalf Indian:pony.and two pack anlmals,one to carry the mess kit,the other
our bedding,and exira under clothes.We moved out early,and had a pleasant
dny,except that I noticed after being out about two hours, that my horse

crried some.what.I thoughi there might be something uneven under the szdd
szddle,adn got down,and took it off.To my disgust I found that the horse

had a saddle boll of the worst kindiWe could not turn back then,and I did

not care to walk.SoI concluded to try my hand at rolling two saddle hamks
blankets,s0 as to raise the saddle entirely free of the boll.l fouﬁd I moux
could do this,and sinching the saddle very tight,getting down every two hxm
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hours ,and drawing it fresh,I rode that horse all the way to VWalla_Walla,

and when we got there,I had the best horse in the party.The boil had burst
and healed on the trip-Since ﬁhen I have considered myself a fair veterinap
surgeon}Toﬁards evening of the first day out,we met a large party of Spokan
Indians on horse back.They were very rude,ahd inclined to make trouble.
Xautz,who led off,seeing at dnce our danger,addressed them politely,and dx
drew out of the rasad to let them pass.We followed his example,tlll it came
to Dr.Cooper,who tode straight on.The Indlans rushed thelr horses agalnst
him,and threw him off.Kautz,insisted upon our moving on,without our resent_
ing the insult.We did so,and this probably saved our scalps.We were invlin
ed to believe.that-some of these Indians followed us,and therefore we xﬁax
_ started very early the next morning,and took other precautions for safedty
Ve made as good time as possille to Walla_Walla,crossing the great desert
of the Columbia,about as quickly as it was ever done,excepy by pony express
Water,and wood are very.scarce on these plains.For that reason,l suppose,’
every rock,and ridge in the distance resembles a clump of trees,or a lake.
Nature,makes up in delusions,what she lacks in reality.our ride from galxk
Colville to Walla_Walla was rather hasty.We were just three days,and a hali
on the raad.When we arrived,troops,and a train were Just starting to endeaw
or to save those who remained of a train of emigrants,which had been attack
ed neat’old Ft.Hall,and most 1if them men,wgmen,and children massacred,by %
the treacherous Snake Indiaégfé§$gggév;;ck'trains had been sent out from
Walla_Walla this season,all the trained pack animals had been used up,and
this one was made up of green mules,and ponles.The packers were at work all
day,and started just b?EFre ndght.The troops had gone ahead,and camped kz

PN i, :
about eleven miles fromwfﬁ.gﬁgp.captain Reno had charge of this pack train
With the assistance of pretty nearly every one at the Post,Reno gotl his ix

train started,ahdwmzx and we thought that they were off for the expeditiona
but the next morning when we got out for breakfast,this train was again b=
being collected for a new start.It appeared,that éfter they had gotten f£ak
fairly started,and just after dark,the entlre irain stampeded,and returned
to the Poét.og course bringing their packs with them.I have no doubt that
& mule would carry a pack for a week,wlthout wishing it unpacked,if he
thought he could worry the packers th&t wathuartérs belng scarce in Walla
PR G S o PR Evu danf P st sl a”ﬁux..&

Walla wéé in camp.About half of the somdlers were asslgned to companies Re

here.This Post was the head quartera for expeditions against the Indians in
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the north_west,there were both'cavalry and 1nfantry:Ferguson,SolsW1lliams,
Fitz_Kee,and others whom I knéw=as Cadets,besides Reno,and Bob Anderson.

I took my meals with Anderson,and was invited to stay,and dine with some of
young Cavalry officers.I found that they had only iron bed steads,and other
hospital furniture,and the first meal was a cold meal of crackeréfﬁheesexa
and whisky at the Sutlers.I learned then to vislt my Infantry friends in
preference to Cavalry,whenever'there was a question of food,and comfort!

We were soon tired of Walla_Walla.The surrounding country was beginning to
be settledep wiié;igizigéranches ,and farms.All af the officers,and a few -
of the men,left the first of September for old Walla _Walla.We took a small

_ stern wheel boat.This boat rushed down this magnificent river,which is over
a mile wide,the current more rapid than that of the Missippippi,and thexwza

water perfectly clear.Where the water was shallow large rocks could be seen
in the bottom,to avoid which,and to hold her stearn stréight ahead,our boat
put on all steam,and went at rail roaq gpeed,as high as thirty five miles
an hour.We landed fifteen miles from %ﬁ“Dallas and rode on mules to the Eap
Fort.Soon after leaving Walla_Walla,we had a view of Mt.Hood.It appears to
rise straight out of the plain.As seen from Dallas,it is the grandest snow
peak in t e world We wound up our expedition here,leaving all the men.

Whilst 5& allas,we stald in the old wooden barracks, which the soldiers ku
built,when they flrst came here.It was sald that the only two brick buildi

ings at the Post,cost their weight in silver.Over four hundred thousand
dcl&ars had been expended on this Post,and these two dwellings were all

there was to show for 1t!We remalned only a day,or two,when we left by boat
for Fbt.Vancouver.We enloyed the grand view of Mt.Hood,as we passed under

its base,notliced the large pine trees growing in the water,had ‘a fine day

day a; the Cascades,and arrived safely at Vancouver,where all the officers

wers diverted to thelr respective posts.I got a leave,and vislted Pugetb
Sound,and Victoria,then a thriving city of 30.000 inhabltants,due tog the

mines on Fraser 8 river.Visited Colonel Casey's famlly at Stellcoom to see

his beautiful d;ughter,and then returnqg by stearn boat to Ft.Vancouver.




