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TUESDAY, MAY 10th, 1859
& Started for Oregon a company of 24 men, women
. Childrenl with 20 ﬁee.d of horses and six wagens. |
ompany hard to beat,
Started Tu‘esd'ay morning, Kay 1l0th, at eight k
slock., Went over an umeaven prearie .4 miles before
mming to any placé ;:;- notice, At the end of 4
.iles Brﬁoklyna was at our view, . It is quite A_itir-
,P);'mg town of 20 or 30 houses 3 stor(e)s 2 saloons 3
lacksmith shops %c. stop(p)oq a fow minuts and then
arsude our journey untill night passing over a very
bandsom country intersperced with zmd holes. At
atght found ourselves safely camped in quite & pretty
town larger than the town before discribed, The nams
’“oi' this town is Grinnell, - After travling 22 miles we
found ourselves ready to partake of a supper which was
soon prepard for us. After doing up our chours we
took to ourselves logings for the night, Some in wag-
gons, some in bai-n and others in tent, At 2 o'cloock

19wo of the party were children.
: 2Brook13n, Iowa, some .40-0dd miles wast of Iowa City,



in the morning we had a fine shower, Did no particu-

lar damage. Here enditn the first day,

MAY 11th
Continude our march untill noon when we stoped
and 8ot a bite and for convanience one of our hands

droped a pail into someboddys "ell. Rext thing was

to get it {out). A rope was got and in a few min-
utes he was at the bottom of the woll, Beingn not
abls to duck him, we were obliged to draw him up,

Continue(d) our march untill we reached Newton at a

distance of 20 miles. We camped for the night. It

being very clear we did not prepaif for enything but

good weather., Went to bed accordingly, but before

morning a tremendous thunder shower came up,

waggons and tents were f11(1l)ed

3oon

with watter end the

most of us wet to the skin. It soon came time to get

up, and with a mighty effort we pitehed our tent over

8gzin and built a fire in wet stoves in wet tents.

43 soon as would be expected we was provided with

breakfast. On the whole we had a first rate time of

it.

MAY 12th

Started slowly on not éxpeciing to go eny further
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than we was (o)bliged to to find a gocd place to camp
and dry our things. We got to the Skunk River, a ais-
tance of 6 or 7 miles, ferried the river snd camped,
After the necessaries of a campers llirs was attended
to we retired for the night. Being unfortunately wet
through by the upset of a seat in the ‘boat,l I was not
a fit subject for the bed, but I dun the best I could.
However, it was not long before it began to grow cold,
The wind blew from the north like a burricanse. If I
ever thought of Green Lands icy mountains 1t was at

this tims,

MAY 13th |

Packed up our duds and started. No particular
things occﬁrd through the day. Passed over rather a
broken country, intersperced with nice beauntiful
prairies occaslonly ccomlng through small groves and
crossling meny beautiful cricks which ran through the
country. For the convenelence of Oregon Emeregrance,
night ceme and we found our selves about 22 miles .
from Skunk River, nicely cemped in a beautiful grove

by the side of a small river bearing a close resem~

blance to the river Jorden.

Tcrossing Skunk River.



MAY 14th

After doing our necessary work for the morning

we started on. The weather being on the cloudy ordsr

and favoring g rainstorm as we anticeipated, We

pushed forward in order to get a good place to camp

and not wanting to stay in one place forever, after

going about 6 miles we came to the Demoins rivep

(and) into (the) town, although the town, being on

both : 1
slde .of the river, the prittiest rart is on the

wost side. Demoins City 1s quite a place,

being the
Capitol of the state,

I must give 1t g go0od name
although 1t qig not strike my fancy
L]

We stop(p)ed
about 2 hours,

did some trading,

‘ and then pursude our
Journey unt111 time to camp

Finding g place to
: 1 canp
® hauld up after travling scme 15 miles

Bei -
urday night N

af b
s 8fter supper we haq o real jollification

perfo
rming glmnastics, pulling sticks and 30 on, Af

ter perfo '
berforming to oup satisfaction we retired for the

nigat,

SUNDAY, MAY 15th

On (3 w ; ro eoh for

b
ut thinking 1¢ best to ra(s)ume oyp
w8 packed Up and starteq,

rain,
travling
It being an unpleasant

dﬂ, and rg
4 d raining mderﬂtel,, wa could not dri‘e “3!,

s -
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‘ we had all the funn we were a mind to.

fast, but thought 1t best to tra{v)ile thamn to lay by
in a storm, it being =0 wet and unpleasant about the
camp. About noon we past Ade;., the County Seat of
Dallace Co. It being a small place I shall give no
farther particulars only 1t is on Coon River, the
river being small, although we had to ferry. We drove
t111 early camping time, and then turned in for the
night by a small crick. I dont lnow just how far we
had come. One thing I know, it rained most all the
time; but being prep&ed with a rubber coat, I got
along very comfcrtable. In camplng we found it very
(cold), and fuel being scarce and wet, I was persuaed
by aﬁme eveal spirit to take of the forbiden frult,
or in other words, to hook an old rail. On using it

we found it enswerd a very good purpose. One of the

(other) boys seemed to be possessed of the same spirit

and done like wise, Saon ws had a visitor, and after

a short introduction, we wers informed that they should
'have to be paid for in the morning. Being noways scart
The old fellow
woent off promising to give us a eall in the morning.

After attending to domestic dutles we prepared for

rest.
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EAY 16th

Rose In time to see the sunn rise if 1t wag

clear but we were not permitted to behold the grand

specticle, After our usual chours were done

cald to breakfast,

wo were
but before breakfast was through

w
e had another call from our friend whe had ealled

After talking some time we
found the wood - g very cheap small

on us the night before,

raill and a popple
(popler) pole - we had taken the Previous night
worth 50 cts,

was
I Informed him that I took one pilece

and w
as willing to pPay for it but shoyld not pay no

8
uch price as that, After talking some half op

thre
8 quarts of an hour he left, highly consoled

with th
the idea of having to 8ot the B0 cts the best

way he
¥y could., After breakfast starteq on. Roads
Passed a smal] town, nothing worth mor-l-

tioning, and also

very mudy,

another (on) Coon River about the

;g h o rs » bu “it as bridged Heore I et
.1’9 0 the 1 t t w . a

on
a Itump B.bout one mile wast Of tha ri'er The
°

t

®ams have gone a head ang I must 8°. Nothing
happene : . o
ppenad but traviing untiil time to camp. We found
" u onn
irst rate Place about half a miie fro th -
) m the rode
by the side of o natural spring

Wo got w
and without hooking 1%, o

We had Plenty of company as
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we wore not far from plenty of campers., After turning
our horses out and preparing for the night we were
soon lulled into the care of morphious by the frogs,

which wers raising thelr notes to a monstrus pitch.

MAY 17th
on getting up we found our horses had left for

parts unknown. Three of the boys started after them

and the rest went to greesing the waggons and prepar-

ing for starting. The horses were found after hunting

2 or 3 hours. By the time we got started 1t was very (,v/’

late. Had 2 or 3 sick horses in the course of the
day by the effect of the grt'laa being not used to it.
We did not travil far but stop{p)ed early out on the
open prarie 10 miles from eny house, We were at this
time in Guthery Co., sbout B5 miles from Couneil

Bluffs. Rooled up and went to beed.

MAY 18th
Rose early and would have got started early had

we found our horses.' But instead of being where weé

left them the night before, they were 4 miles from
We d‘id not get started till nine o'clock,
h time

the camp.
traveling till noon before stop(p)ing at whic

we partook of some grub, and in a few minuts we felt



a8 well as the Lepper did when he washed in the bool

of Galoom (Gallim), 8oen ¥8 Wore making traks for

the Promished Land and kept up tracking unt11l tims

to camp, when we fourd ourself hanled up by the side

of the rode, on g little aide hil(1l), whieh served

us a very good camp ground,

Nothing more bappend
worth sketching, ' E

MAY 19th

on gotting up we found our borses hagd left no-
body knew where, but on bunting we found them ebout

3 miles from the camp. Being in a hurry we were not
long bringing them to termes, Soon ws were on our
way travling ti11) about nine g1

Lewis,

clock,

We came into
i the County seat of Cass o,

It 18 a small
Place situateq on the Fishnebotna, The Nishnebotna
the Skunk. After

which took 2 or 3

13 a small stream aboyt the size or
Betting some of oup horses shod,

hours, we started opn,

Got in Company with three per-

80ns 2 men & one Wwoman going to Oregon, Both of us
wanting company we egread to tupp in to gether and ac-
cordingly we camped in eite of eacher,

1situated some 45 miles sast of the Missourt,
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MAY 20th
On gotting up we found it raining a little and
in a raii' pmspaci; for more. Our borses belng nsar
by, we thought 1t best to stert rain or mo rain; but
luck would have 1t raln snd =0 we went on rejoleing
up hill and down through mud & watter antill time to

amp, where wa wWere in poseshsion of a gpod camping
€ »

und; remaining untill the next norming with out
gro H
doing eny thing worth noteing.

EAY 21st
' Arose as usual but found one of our horses gone.
s
It beinsr hobbled, and gone alone, the susspicion wa
. ch
that she hed been borrowed; but after a long sear

we fﬂund hr mut 3 miles from the cemp anu.sing hur-
self with the ldea of ha'ing wrn the hair of {1) her

ghe was in a deploreable situation being not
legs. ! ‘
to Vto ths camp with the rest of the horses.
able go
our march,
After breakfast hitched up and con_ttmed
: cil
About 3 otclock we arrived at the City of Coun
I
Bluffs.l The City being one of some mportance,_
8. 0

sh ive sho! t a8 ription o I
all S a r d erip f 1t¢ As far as an

The 0115111&1 site of Gouncil Bluffs was later oﬂcl}lpiad

Fort Calhoun, Eebraska.
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able tQ Judge’ a3 we Gntﬂrad the Citl 1t L nct vis
g

iable until) we Were right in it
blu.ffs- ’

i it being uwndep the
8 streets run Arregular and being Vbut
a

few streets in
1t, 1t was not na :
rd to see the
greata

est porti
P on of it. I shoulqd think the City containea

Jbatwean 1500 & 2000 inhabitance

Cit
¥ is directly und(er) the foot of

¥o stop(p)ed tn the R BTy

ci ]
ty about one hoyp and then went

to the river 3
- to f£ina & ¢
Zmp ground, We fo
» und one

near th
€ Wods on op ear the river

from the City, about 8 miles

Afte )
S % T sup(p)er we took the horses about
°m the camp ang Vatched them until 12

ot
clock, then tied them up and

of the ntgne, vatched them the reat

SUNDAY, MAY 22nq

Did not
got up ve
FY early it et
Dg Sunday and

+ Aftep breakfrast each
s Some
he rest did fomething else
L

81ted thge town ang some of th
@

Did someg
writing
> ng, xe. §1 ) .
feeding oup horaes -y &ht coms ang after
ng

10
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highly edified the crowd which wers gathsred togethsr,
we turned in for the night leaving one to stand guard.

MAY 23rd -

In the morning done our domestic duties and then

. began making repars for our departure.l Nothing more

occard during the day.

MAY 24th

Followed up the business of the first day noth-

- ing occounring worth speaking about. Some went to the

City, some done one thing and some done another, In
the afternmcon some of us ¢leaned our rifles and shot
at a mark. At night we went to bed. As comon (usual),

there being a thunder Cloud and it thundering and

lightning, we expected rain. We took turns in watch-

ing, as 1a costomary with sll csmpers. This being the

night that I was to stand watch, went to my task, the

rost going to bed about 11 o'clock. It blowed like a

burricane and the first thing I knew the tents was
both down., Nex thing was to eall the Boys and pitch

them over. The Boys being in one of them, it was not

Tcouncil Bluffs, St. Joseph and Independence, were

regarded by the emigrants, as the polnts of set-out,
Hege, in ayamae, the "States” were left behind and

the actual journey began.

11
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hard to wake them; but as soon a3 they was awake

théy were sensable of thelr misery, or rather antic-

ipated misery. Tents were pitched and I continued
my watch untill time to change, when I went to bed.
on rising in the morning, I found to my wonder &
astonishment, that 1t had not rained and were no

sines of 1it.

MAY 25th
Arose in our usual manner and went to work pre-
parring for our departure on the fo lowing morning.
At night went to bed with the expection of laavj'né
in the morning; the idea, or expection, being

strengthened by the clearness of the evening.

MAY 26th
on getting up we found it raining, and (that 1t)
had been raining all night like the fall of the tor-

rents during the flood, Done nothing during the day.

MAY 27th’
Beautiful morning arrose before the sun and pro-

pared for departure, Got started from the camp about

© 8 o'clock., Went to the river, and the boat being

ready for action,'we drove on it., The boat being

rather heavy-loded the welght bore hur on to a sand

12
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bar, and thare she stuck fast for about £ hours; at
which time she was pried off, and we set sall for the
Nebraska shore bid(d)ing adieu to Iowa. I must say
that the country that we travled over in Iowa was a
rough uneaven country &and very sparcely settled.

The scarcity of timber will prevent it setling very
rappidly. We stop(p)ed in Omshaw sbout an hour.
Omahar is a flourishing little eity. The population
is estamated about 6,000. It stands right opposite
Council Bluffs on the Mousouria River. It is the
Cappitsl of Nebraska., The Capital building 1s built
on a hill a 1little out of town., Its cost 1s $100000.
1 think for the chance Omahaw has, she is far ahead
of Counecil Bluffs City. After stop(p)ing about an

hour we again turned our faces westward and after trave

ling a mile or two we stop(pled for dinner, Soon We

were agaln iindlng our way over a rough country sim-

ilar to the prairies of Towa. Travled until nite, then
_halled up at the side of the rode and prepared for the

first nights rest that I ever was permitted to spend

in a Territory.

MAY 28th

Commenced action, passing over & vory hilly coun-

try till noon, at which time we passad the Elkhorn

13
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Riverl on a bridge. The river is abmut 50 yda
across and about 5 to 6 £t deeps It has a fine
military bridge acrosé it 1ike most of the cricks.

in this vicinity which are much better than the

bridges in the states. Went a short distance and

then stop(p)ed for noon., - Several Indians came
around,

They wers the Pawnees, The Cheif was with

them. He bad started for Washington to make com-
plaints against the Siloux or in other wrds to bs
protected by t):!a whites, for the Sioux were making
war with t_hem- all the time, and they expected m
large band down to fight them soon., Traveld on t11l

time to camp. Did not have as good roads as we had

bhad, but insted of being hilly it was a ded level.

We were then in the great Plat (Platte) valley al-
though Dot very cloce to the river. at night campsd

in sight of an Indisn town?2 - probly about 2 miles

I understand by the inhabitants on the rode
that the town contained 4596(?) Indians,

from 1it,

We were not

I'.l'l;e Ell&zorn Tises in the north
and empties into the Platte from

present~day Sa
gggn:g;y cI:oi;e; ba;g:iful Tlver, narrow, eridfpgaap
on the old lormo:.x Tx-».:l]fmmpamlr te PR ‘BSt"'ard

2Chis encampment, while 1o
Fremont, Hebraska was the

cated a few miles east of
Pawnees,

principal village of the

14
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¢lose enough to tell what their buildinga were mde
of, but should jﬁdga at a distance that they were of
gods and .werse in the shape and about the size of our

comon hay stacks..

SUNDAY, MAY 291:11.

'i‘he morning ve;ry warm and pleasant. We continued
in the valley but the (Platte) river its self had not
become visiable untill sbout poon. At this time we
saw it at a distance, We crossed several small sloughs
but assended mo hills., FNothing occurd untill sbout 4
o'clock but just our natural gate of travling. About

4 oteclock I stop(p)ed to wate for an ox team that

Wheeler & Brown had traded for. I thought as I was

waiting for them I would ¥rite a 1ittle, as I had
writing that wanted to be done. Accordingly I took
my portfolio end sat down by the side of the roade to
wait their coming; but as luck would have lit, I had
pot been writing more than 5 minuts vhen it began to

rain, I put up my writing materials and set still

holding my per
I haed to take it without eny coat., I sat till the

boys came up and then I embaried.

ot
der, Being wet % cold, I rooled myself up In & blank

and leid down in the waggoen. It was ‘not long before

15

+fo1io to keep it from gotting wet, while

It rained like thm-
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I was sound a sleep dreaming of some foreign Country,
I suppose it was Oregon. When I wke I found we had
nearly over taken the teasms; & so we had, for they
had camped and was preparing Qupper.. But before ws
go eny farther, I will mention that we wsre camped
about 4 rods from the Platt River, close to a small
house which aforded us protty good watter for cook-
ing purpirsies, I forgot to mention that we went
through a little town in the forencon by the name of
Fremont. It was of so 1little Mportance that I
bardly knew there was a town thera.l

MAY 30th
The weather warm & pleasant - rather to(o) warm

to be coumfortable. The roads being mudy in the fore-

noon and not overly good in the afternoon, Maxwell
and I walked most all day. .
interest me,

Saw but little that would

but do say that the valley of the Platt,

to the casual observer, is beautiful, on a clocer
examination and after a faip investagation I should

call. the valley a 1ittle inferior for farming pur

b .

cﬁ;mg?ttﬁgogaag,éog is today the sixth ranking
. o numar,

Missouril River, across the pag?;szigiigo;rgza:he '

stream and the pla
Rear this point. tte, merged into the main trail

16

PR

e 10

o Ot

T IRTVIRE LT

S e

" o0ld blowcart one of the (california

poses, there belng no timber except what growa on the
islands, and that ls mostly cottonwood, or of such &
kind that would be nearl;' useless for such purposes
as would be needed. The watter also is very poor and
as rilay- as th# waters of the Mousourai. There are

but fow springs. The velley so far 1s but Very thinly

gettled. About 3 o'clock we step(p)ed at a house and

got some watter to drink. . It was the best we had had

in a long time, We allso purched some potatoes and

then travled till time to camp, We stop(p)ed near a

house by the aide of the rode with & company of about

75 bound for Callifornia., The night was very varm, and

with the aild of the torments of moscuitoes and the un-
earthly bayings of miles we lay all night in an extacy

of agony. MNorning ceme and we found ourselves so near

gone that we were nearly unconclous of our miseryes.

MAY 31st

Tackled -up and started. Drove till about 10

o'clock before meeting with eny thing that would di-~

vert attention, at which tim(e) we weTe informed by

) company before
mentionad, that there was & very bad bottom to cross

1f we kept the bottom. g0 we went a round the fleld

to avoid it, but on coming to a great slough we found

17



we had not awided the worst part., With a little

investagation we concluded to wade through & maks the
best of 1t., Maxwell & myself, walding in up to our
waist, held the poles that the bridge was contracted
(of)};, so that the teams could get over sa.raly.' -.As

good luck would have it we got over safe and sound,
Travled till time to camp, passing through Columbusl

about a mile befors camping. . Columbus 1s the D---1

owmn town, consisting of Dutchman and a .few 0ld houses
which had been unroofed ahout 2 days before. The
ballance of the town 1a not worth spesking about. We
camped on the bank of a little erick about 20 rods
from the ferry on the Loop Fork.2 Tne Loop fork is
@ wide swift stream, not very deep, but has to be
crossed by a ferry on account of the quick sand bote
tom; although'I think it might be forded if it was
not quite as swift, 'I beleive at some place's they do
ford, ' '
JUNE 1lst

The morning very windy,

till late., I

Did not get started

vrote a letter and went up into towm

lPresent-day population, 6,896,

2the Loup River foll :

ows the general course of the
Platte, and enters it ¢
Nebre.sl:ra.. ast of and below Columbus,

|
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' way across the river,

to put 1t into the poat of face. I, T(homis) X% myselr
went to the ferry to see about crossing. Bought a

ticket for 6 teams, cost 10.80. Our ticket was the

16th, 80 when that number came we went on board. The
water was so shallow that they could not run but half-
: So l;a had to pay en outrageous
price and hed to ford into the b-argan. Wheeler drove
the ox team and I went with him to kesp him companys
We passed one little house after crossing the ferry.
pid not see eny more that day. Camped on Prairie
oreek,lr a small stream a 1ittle ways from the road.

Alonzo, Maxwell, Elliott & myself thought we would

try our luck fishing, We did so, but our luck was

about as 1t allways bas been - rather poor. The mos-

quitoes were very trublesom. About dusk Alonzo,

' latt
Wheeler, Ockington, Elliott & myself went to the Pla
? R

to take a swim, The river not being but a few rc_»ds

awa it dj ad not take us long ”pon return!ng we
( b ) . ( b ) ]
b4

; but
prepared for another nights torment by mosquitoes,

ind that
on retireing we were happlly A sapointed to f

the unmereliful bruits had found some other beings to

1 e 80 miles in

a small stream of som 59
Pra.’;;iargx;es:kin the eastern part of gﬁﬁl;g% ory
ﬁgsexﬁera the platt River in the sou

present-day Platte Countye
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feast thelr Imngry appatite.

JUNE 2nd
Packed up and conﬂnﬁad our march. The rode rmm
5 »
cloce to the (Platte) river all the way, some timss

not more than § ft from the watter emd other timas

half to one mile off, About 10 o'clock came to a-

tromendious mud hole about 20 rods across. We
doubled teams and went through, but muat say it was
the worst place we had seen since we embarked, Saw

nothing new till afternocon (when) could see teams on

the south side of the Platt, We, or rather Whoeler

& myself, saw an antelopel running from the river to
the hills at the north of the roade. I should think

by the looks of the antelope they were very near the

8ame a3 the deer. Was not close enough to judge cor-

rectly. Winding our way along the banks of the Platt

we could look over occasionly and se(e) teams on the

south side. They also wers making their way westward.

Judging from the number of teams and the size of ths

train, I should Judge they were Uncle Sams teams
balling provisions to Karney, Salt Lake, or soms other

Place for the benefit of the army. About 5 a'clock

camped on the bank of the Platt,

LProbably the

Pron
icana (ord), §horn entelops,

Antilocapra smer-

R ———— P

SR .

JUNE 3ra

Passed along as usual by the banks of the river,
About 2 o'clock passsed the Lone Tres,l and Stage Sta-
tion - the first sign of a house we had seen since We
left the Loup fork. Camped sbout 5§ miles west of the
station and used buffslow ribs to stake down our tents.
Wood being scarce(e) we were oblldged to get some from
1;.}10 1sland, snd it fell my luck with High Thomas to
swim the crick - and we did so accordingly, It belng
cold, it was no Job to be craved, but after a mighty
effort we got the wod-over and by the time we got
our spperal changed wo were ¢o0ld enough. I w11l here
montion that thers is but 1ittle wood grows on the
Platt except on the lslands, and that is a poor qual-

ity, or rather a poor kind, it bsing a species 91‘ the
»

cotton wood.

JURE 4th
Got started early and after traveling about 4

miles cams to a small creek, While wattering our

horses we sa¥ some fish about as large as nothing.

" 1lier-

T30t to be confused with the "Ione ‘I‘rela1 ogu:a;resent

d - dlarists. Interestingly enough,ﬁ ?:gee | prengny
j:grnaliat reached the site gidt;hepo 3 no’ta 3
eAYANCe. ’ . 71 .
1;;:,9 Lg!fmi;:e:i;:gg mentioned atood on the site ©

braska,
present-day Central c1ty? perrick Co., Nebras
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the City we did not coms to another house till we came

Wood River, There stands the.towm of Mendota, or, as

gome knows 1t - if know it at all - by the name of

Hebraska Genter.l Hearing of the town by the guj.da2

book I supposed it was some (thing) of a place, but

on entering it we were surprised t.o find it contained
two buildings, one small 16g.houss, I should think
used for a dweling, -and one grocy shop about 10 ft
squar. Crossad Wood River.® It 1s a vory nice little
creek and that is ail. Turned to the left of the rode
sbout half mile end camped on the Platt. After pasa-

ing Wood Rivér passed over thé prettyest prairie that

ever I was permitted to behold.4

SUNDAY, JUNE 5th
é;'eesad waggons and started. PFollowed Wood River
all day. Passed over a Very handsome country with
here and thel.-.-e a hohsg'mada with sodds. I learnmed

i’roml one of the inhabitants that the land (on) Wood

Tito town, by either name, does not appear on presente
day maps.

2rhis Guide book has not as yet been identl
l e some 12 feet wide and one foot deep.

fied,

SWoqad River, her

4piarists generally, comment upoe
. region.

n the beauty of this

(O
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River had all been claimed and was not in (ths) mar-
kot. ' Whaeler & myself, being with the ox team, did
not keep up with the rest. On ente(r)ing camp, whitch
was pitched on the sand bank of Wood River, we had the
pleasure of seeing a drove of buffalow about two miles
of(f). We were informed by our crew that they had
seon one killed about 40 roods from the camp & (that)
some of our party had (had) the pleasure of putting
one or 2 balls imto it, I soon visited the (s)cene
of excitement, while Wheelsr & Elliott were busy on
another buffalow hunt. They woent about a mile and
concluded to return to the camp and give up the chace.
o6n the way back Elllott found he had started off with
no load in his gunn % no amunition. Soon the rest of

the boys came In with a lot of buffalow meat from

. another one that they had halped to kill, making 3

that had been brought down in an hour within half a
mile from the camp, Soon supper was redy & for the
first time in my 1ife (I) partook of buffalow meat,

which I found very good. The rest of the evening the
principle topic was buffalows. . = |

JUNE 6th

Wheeler & I started a head, Did not go more

than 2 miles before seeing = drove of the anin:alg at

o4

= %._ -

|

a distance. We soon left Wood River end were againm on

the bank of the Piatt. Camped about noon on the Platt
oppised Ft, EKarmey. Remained there until the next
morning. Plenty of Buffalow being in sight, Ockington
started out. (He) had been out about an hour, when
Alonzo, High, Thomas & myself started out. We had all-
most reached Ockington when he shot ohe_ of the animals,.
He then returned to the camp and we went and helped
ouraselves to .the heart, tongue, & as much more of the
maat -as we desired to cary to the camp. By the time
we reached ths camp 1t was 4 o'clock and I was tired
enough to take a rest; but some one bad to go over to
Kerney 1f they could get there. The river being to(o)
high to ford, there Was mno way to go but to swim so
High, Steward & I started out on the enterprise.

Swam two or 3 rivers,l crossed 2 or 3 islands close in
hand, tramped brier bushes, and surmounted every ob=
stiele that came in our way till we found we had not
erossed the main river, and (that) that was a mile
wide, The sun nearly down, Wo thought 1t best to re-
trace our steps. After climbing one of the trees to
enable us to see the Fort, we set yail towards home,

and reached there just at dark thanking providence

:rioe., channels in the Platte, occasionsd by sandbars.
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that we had 1lived to see through the Seige., We dons.

up our chours and retired for the night,

JUNE 7th
Pursuid our journey, the road runing near the
Platt at some times, and at others, to the dis;tance
of 2 or 3 milas._ Stoped to bite at noon near the
road. Being very dry I started to the river for
some water, Did not think it was more than a mile

but before I reached it I was forced to beleive it

to be 2, It made no difrence, I soon reached the

¥aggon with the watter & we ate our diner in humil-

itude, We travled along. Being very dry we watched

every chanco to bettar our condition but found none.

crossed Elm Creek about 4 o'clock, but it being dry

it gave us no releif, After travling sbout an hour

I saw a gulch at the left of the rode. 1 tdok our

bottle and in a few minutes reached the place. There

was a few campers there which informed me there was a

apring under the hill,

I soon found it, I sat do‘m

and took a good drink ang filled my bottle for Wheelor.

He received it thankfully enq Scon the contence was

empted. 2 miles more and reached the ceamp,

26
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JUNE 8th

The morning very pleasant, Good day for travling,
but Mrs. Whitcomb being sick we were oblidge to lay
over. We unpacked and repacked., Soms went hunting,
some jerked buffalow-meat that had been killed on the
previous day. Nothing more occured daring the day.
We fell in with a company by the name of Brown a few
days before. The:} also layed over, There being a
fidler in the crowd 1t was not long before we under-
atood the order of the evening, and I think 1t might
bol called a Platt River dance - out doors on the
ground = but the glraaa served as a carpet, and the
0ld moon ans;rered as @ substitute for gass. The per-

formance, ending with singing, we. retired.

JUNE 9th

started in very gc{od season, but had not gone

more than 3 or 4 miles before it began to raln quite

hard. Travling a mile or 2 further came to Euffalcw

stream but banks steep and ro(a)ds
Stoped to

Creeak s 8 small

slipry. Had to dubble some of the' teams.

bite, and let 1t rain on the bank of the creek,

t
(while we) collected wood to carry for the next rifrty
1 be) none handy. Soon stoped

raning and we again started. Had not ben started long

miles es there was (wil
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before it began to rain like blazes., Finding no camp-
ing place we did not stop, but travled till after
dark, belng the latest we had made camp, Camped on

a little slough on the prarie. Water very poor, but
(have) done with less.

JUNE 10th
started from said place early. The ro(a)ds not
overly good travling. On the bottom of the Platt,
at this point, we can ses the bluffs on the opposite
side of the river planer than (we) had done before.
They look to us very stesp & rough, Should Judge

from aperisence that‘ they were sand hills, Camped

early on the bank of the Platt. About 3 miles befors

camping the rode became sandy and the bluffs came
nearer the bank of the river,

JUNE 11lth
¥orning very foggy, but soon ¢leard off after

starting. We reached the bluffs in 12 miles. Did

not follow them, but kept between them and the river

there being just room °nough to pass at this point
4 o

The road sandy. Some prickly pears grow on the

bluffs. At this point the blufrs are quite steep, .
but soon they begin to fall back from the

8lope off more gradually,

river and

After travling over a

sandy rode, not very hilly but a little rooling, we
astoped to spend our nooning on Skunk Creek. It is a
pretty prairie creek running over a sandy bed. The
water 1s clear, We expected we had travled far
enough to reach the Pawnes Springs. Thinking the .
springs were at the head of thls stream, Maxwell & I
;tarted in search of them., We travled_ over some of '
the roughest country that I ever beheld & should esll '
them some of Naturs wildest works. After travling
over these sand hills - for they contalned nothing
else - for about 2 hours, we concluded to ?etux;n to
the road & 1f possible catch our teams before time to

camp.' After Q long walk over hills and hollows we

reachsd the rode, & traviling to our utmost, reached
the t'rain -just as they reached the Springs. Pawnsee

springs are asbout 5 rods at the left of the rode.

There are 2, I visited but one & found 1t far be‘yound

my exp"ectations. The watter coming out of a sandy

hillock, is very clear & runs a gtream as large — I

hardly know what to say, put 1t 1s 4 or 5 £t wide and ‘

4 to 5 inches deep where its (charnel) ran, Where it

c : ]
come from the ground 1t was § or 6 £t deep and th

After takeing 2 or 3 good drinks - & I
wore oblidged to bid the

same wide.

must say they were good - W@
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plac(e) gosd bye. Camped on the Platte about 3
miles from the Springs, rsta L2

SUNDAY, JUNE 12th
The rode ran along Platte and now & then over
small sand hillocks, Crossed Mestayer's Creelk about

2 mlle from the camp, It is a clear 1little stresm

‘with nice gravel bsed, Seeing nothing to interest

mé I laid down .‘m the waggon and had a fine 8losep,

I woke up just as the horses were going into a

slough, I imgined they were golng to be stuck. I

Jumped out, and would of been in time to of 1it safe

on hard ground, but that my foot caught, I went aplat

Into the mud. ot being eble to stand I was oblidged

to set down, & there I 3at a laughing subject for the

crowd, Rooled out the best way I ould, went about
& mile & stopad fop dinner,

Platte River to wash the md off & in the course of

the after noon I got dry.
of the Platta.

I waded up and down

Camped. early on the bank

Was visited by some Sousons (81oux)

Indlans, the first we had seen asince we left the

Pawnee tr;be, 250 miles gast of this,
JUNE 13th

Started earley. About 10 or'clock crosed the

Horth Fork of the Platte near the mouth ! 1t has a
eclear sandy bottom about 5 rcods wide & one foot deep.
Prom here the rode is quite sandy & leaves the Platts
bottom, & runs over high lends about a amile from the

river. We passed a grave. Om visiting it found a

board at the head bearing the inscription of:
"W. W. Payne
Aged 20 years

- Died May 17th /59.
For 2 miles the rode ran over sandy highlends

then came on to ths Platte. Stoped to noon by the

side of some water which we expected would do for

] our
our horse, but it baing impregnated with alkall
ut water till we reachsed the

ode kept the

horses had to do witho

platte, a distance of 5 miles, ‘The r

: came
Platte bottom. Went gbout & mile (further) aend

to Elk Creek, a small but cléar watter, OT apring,
»
about =& quarter of a mile to the l‘ight of the road.
Found it to be ood water but a 1ittle sulpbury.
g P

miles more & camped DY & 1ittle stream to(o)
Four

» with
all to have a namd, but found a good SP Ang
sm:

good water.

s some 6 rods

14.6., At this point the Horth Fork ¥a
-ra—' and 2 feet deep.
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JUNE 14th

Left our nights camping place. Passed over cone-
2iderable sand & mard roads. Soon after starting
crossed Shepherds Creek, good water, 2 miles more &
cams to Wolf Springs. Dia. not visit them. Soon
came on to the flat of the Platté. The roads better,
but not goosd, 6 miles from Wolf Creek w‘a passed
Petite Creek, small but gooq water. Stoped to bate
on the Platte about a mile from Petite Creelk, Left

the flat & struck the bluresg, Hilly & sandy
bad rodes for 2 miles,

Very
Came on to the Platte and

c ed

anmp on its banks aboyt 7 miles west of Petite
Creek,

JUNE 15th
Morning pleasant,

one mj__le from the

?1d0, 1 foot dGOp.

Crossed: Rattleanake River
¢amp. A beautiful creek, 2 rods

Passeq Several small ocroeks &

springs,
gs. Fooned on Camp Creek,l g nice spring and

: g the Moussouria
. retty good (road) t113 2 o'¢lock at which.
me
left the Platte & went on to the hiils for one

River,
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mila of the bardest rode I ever saw, Struck the bot-
tom & camped on the Platte. About dark Mrs. Glarle
Brown -A'as taken with a fitt. Was very sick all night.
There being campers, we had plenty of neighbors to

assist.

JUNE 16th
Beautiful morning. Mrs. Brown not being able to
travil (we.} was obliged to lay over, Spent the day in

repacking, going swimming, &c.

- JUNE 17th
Continued our march as usual, the roade Tuning

along the river. Was not trubled with send and had

prety fair roads. The bluffs on both sides of the

river are rocky. The south side (of) the bluffs

comes close to the river & 18 nearlj perpendicular,

with several seams of the rock projecting over the

ground part of the bluff. Passed opposite Ash

Ash Hollow is a large revene on

High bluffs on south,

Hollowl about noon.
7 the south side of the river.

eaat & west, There belng a grove of ash traes 1n the

15 to 20 acres.
ome 380-o0dd

& d as ace of some
Ash Hollow occuple p
High bluffs surround the spot, which was s
miles west from Council Bluffs.



holiow (from) which 1t took its nome. There 1s one
or two buildings in the hollow; dont kmow *hether 1t
-1s the Stage Station or whether it belongs to the
Indians, Sean plenty of Indians on the south side ;
of the river. The 8ulde speaks of a "lone tree” bee

fore comeing to Ash hollow, Diq not see 1t, Suppose

it 1s cut down,l Stop to noon on the river, about 2

miles from, and nearly epposite. gsh Hollow, Crosed

Castle River, a nice clear stream 3 or 4 rods wide,

12 inches desp. Frop here Castle Rock can be seen

on the oposite side of the river, Its form i3 a

pirimide. should think the stone was lime, Did not

%26 eny thing very singular about it. The bluffs on
the south side ars Very steep & handsom

Prairie Dog City,

on the bank of Calm Creek, Prarie
dogs are about the siz2e of g rat,
like a dog,

They bark some
and bear g slight resemblance to a young

PUppy. I took my shotgun & klled one of them.

Saw several Indian wigwams during the day, on the

south side of the river, Should judge from their

ponles, there was 88veral hundred of the Indians.

is the 8arliest mention of

famous olq
1ater became the site of Fort urat%:;l?mark' i

JUNE 18th

Start(e)d late. Travled all the fors noon with
out coming to any Iater._ Turned of(f) the rode about
1} miles to noon. Here agen we found the Platte, The
rods pretty good but tremendlous hot weathere. Plenty
of Alkiline water in this vieinlty. Have to de very i
careful in watering stock. The rode on the oposite . 1t
side runs very near the river. Teams passing nearly

11 the time While writing, can see a traln about (,/
a - k

50 rods long. See but little game. Seen no uffalow

for 3 or 4 days. One prairie wolfl today; one prarie
or ;

hicken. First one seen for nearly £ weeks, Camped
c o

« Small
on Crab Creek? about % mile from the rode

luffs
eaek but very good watter & grass. Here the blu
er

present a rough & rugged aperence.

SUNDAY, JUNE 19th

lfirat 5 or 6 miles the rode very good, but
The

: ad
little sandy & a great deal of gravel, Cross
a ‘

of some
soveral places which looked to s the bed

wore Ary.:
stream some day but at the present they

fs about &
The rode hare goes over a point of bluf

is latrans
= ym for Coyote Can bilus
Prairie wotf ;swglgzngfé was doubtless Canis nu.
Say., If a tru

8ay.

. ¥k, Chim-
nd Crab Creek,
£s just beyo e seen.
2 ESZ?{ndiggm?i:abltgfthe westward could b
ney Roek,
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mile longl before coming on to the Platte. From hers
the bluffs begﬁx to look romantic. We soon come in
sight of Ancient Eluff Ruins.? They are nearly a mile
from the rode, H(igh) Thomas Steward & myself visited
them, It 1s saild they closely resemble the ruins .or
eastles, towers & other build;lngs but I did not ses
anything that looked 1like the hand of Art; but it did
look as if Naturs had rooled the récks together in
most rugged shape - & some of them to a prety good
highth.,s This place 1s sald to abound in rattle snakes?
I saw several snakes but they were not rattle snakes,
although bearing a close resemblance to them., Was
told they were as poison, if not more 30, than the
rattle snakes. They had stoped to roon before we
reached the wagons, On our way to the waggons we came

across an Indian which was dead and hed been burried

Ithis was the '-'Gobble Hil1g"
i1ls : 3
diarists, of various guides and

2This In its‘da was anoth '
the Trail, ¥ nother of the Seven Wonders of

33imilarly deflationar

7 is Howlttis : " e
books are made for strangerts use...i;?g somg‘éi;iles
thought to be a trifle too enthusiastic...I started
out to Inspect these 'ruins' at close ra.ng.e. There
must be a mystery or "tradition® in regard to these
heaps of sandstone..,elss the glamour would be in-
complete---I found the 'ruins'...to be a yellowish
marl, very frisble and easily cut with a imife.”
R.H. Howltt, ACROSS THE PLAINS I 1862, N.Y., (1906).

%Clayton's Gulde so assures the emigrant,

in Indisn stile., The "grave" (was constructed of) 4
posts, 10 ft long, set in the ground perpindicular;
then eross plces ran both wayes, There was a buffalow
robe, well taned, lald on them, and the Indian on the
top of that with his blankets. There he was, laid

up - as I should call it - to dry. 3toped to spend
another night on the Platte. Good grass. From here
“8. can see Court House Rockl on the opposite side of
the rlvei‘. From here 1t looks like a large State
House with a eircular ruff, & a large belfry. This
i1s sald to be fast ylealding to the Hand of Time. We
can also sse Cbiméy Rock, but that is one days drive

ahead..

- JUNE 20th
The morning somewhat cloudy, but Qoon cleard off
and was quite warm. Stoped to noon on the Platte
naalr].y oposite the Court House Rock, The rode kept
near the river all day. About 2 o'clock a thunder
shower came up but did not make out much, We travled
along till time to camp. E9ore we ar(e) camped on the

Platte right oposite Chimey Rock.? It is & grand

mmey Rock and
Tpor accounts of Court House Rock, Chl Gogd photo-

! ¢ wide Fremont's TRAVELS.
zf':;gsso?l:liese natural cauriosities are contalned in

Morton's NEERASKA I, pp. 82-96.

2y1de above, note 1.
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spectlcal, It is quite large at the bottom and rigeg

up about half way or more in the shape of a pPyrimid;

the upper part 1s gbout the same size for sbout 80

or 100 ft, From here 1t looks t¢ be about 6 ft agr,

but suppase 1t mst be much larger. The whole roclk

13 supposed to be about 200 ft high, It stands

&lone about one mile from the river & 20 or 30 rods

from the main bluffs, I have given the deseription
from apereinces; but 1 have heard since that the rock

13 about 4 miles from the river, The information

came from a person that had visiteq it, At night

the horses stampeided and ralsed the old harry,

JUNE 21st
Bottom roade alj day, Prety good roades, consid-
ering what we have hag, Noonad on Platte, & camped

on 1t oposite Scotts Bluffs.l They resemble the an=
cient Blurr Ruins,

JUNE 22nq
Horses stampesdeq .

Did not get them til1 1o
ofclock,

Starteq about noon,

Had first rate roads,
Went about 6 miles g ceme to (1 7

ear Creek,2 but did

not cross 1t, went about 4 miles further end camped

1_-'_—-——-—-——-__,____
.<Vide p. 37, note i i

2Tnts was the

‘Spring Creek" of Clayton,

the Platte. Good grass. Lots of alkalie. Last
on .
i1ght found Bill, Iént to his camp & he came an;i
n
stayed with me all night,l

JUNE 23rd

Two of our horses being leme we had to stop &
doctor them., Did not get started till half p‘aat nine.
¥ooned on the Platte. In the afternoon the cenery on
the bluffs was pretty. The rode ran near the bluffs,
or they can not hardly be called bluffs, for tl}my
wore nice round hills, just blg snough to be prety, &
covered with gravel., Camped by a small creek in al t
cottonwood grove, the first timber struck for the b:;_
200 miles, For that dlstance our fuel was mostly

falow ch 1ps, which answared a very good purpose.
alow ¥

JUNE 24th

rickly
Roadﬁ sandy nearly all day. Iots of p

‘ ‘ & a
8 . Roon P »
DBRrs b, the rode ide {v] ad on the la tt 1so0

‘passed
_ before camping p
About 3 mlles
camped on 1t.

1arified In &
Trnis somewhat cryptic sentence 1s /87 50 W% ce

ritten on an immer BT, Wl
paneiyied repneasiag it o, 5, SN0
O e o celant Abont 10 D eado for mim by way
.across B1ll Cope romised to interce zmnk 1t quite
Bluff, and have Pa of our mess, andl tsll." Quite
of he becomn81§nsuccsed - time "iln had arisen and .
possible I shai vitable altercatio messmates or qui
obvious 1yht§°911t1;3- broken with his 2
Copeland ha 5

the train in a huff. -
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some Indien camps. I should think there were about
10 or 12 wigwams, There was an Indian trader thsrs,
He delt in buffalow robes, Hogaains &, I should jJudge

from aperances, whiskey. Grass scarce, wood plenty,

JUNE 25th

Traviledl about 4 miles and came to the ferry
oposite Ft. Larime {Laramle), Here Bill Copeland
came into our crowd.2 Somseone had to go over to the
FPort to get some hor_se-nans & deposlite some letter-s
in the post of face, so I volenteared, and was soon
set acrossed the riverSon Uncle Sams ferry boat. It
happened to be coming across to bring some soldiers,
After travling about a mile, crossed Laramie River,
which empties into the Platt about a mile & & half
from the Fort. This 1s a pretty stream of clear

water. It had a good bridge on which teams cross.

Lparticular attention is called to the diarists
movements on this day, for, as will be seen, al-
though he erossed to the south bank of the Platte,
and from there crossed Laramle River to the Fort -
ttnt.:a for Eha nonce bsing on the Oregom Trail - he
;‘g.r:;quxr:]ﬂ.y raturned by skiff to his train on ths
Prom this

point opposite Port j
Platte ferry, near p!‘esgnt- 6o [emanle £o North

d -
nal is, to use Professor Fr 3 iaper, Cumings Joun

ederic s 1
cautious superlative, "almost unigug.  paxson's

2yide p. 39, note 1,

31.0,, to the south bank,

e A AR T SR

After crossing,l went up about a mile and came to e

blacksmith shop; but finding no nails crossed the

riverl on a foot bridge and went into Larmie. Found

Larmis to (be) quite a pretty place. The bulldings

belong to the goverment..z It contains one hotel for

the accomadation of the offacers, one store, ona gov-

erment blacksmith shop, & & few other bulldings beside

store houses for the armle, I found plenty o.f nails

at the Goverment shop but they would not sell them

without an order from the Quarter Master. I called

on him but, (it didn't) do any good, After staying

around most all day & 'i’.rying every experiment that <~..u/
could be thought of, I succeeded .in getting 5 1bs -

all that I wanted. ‘But I was the only one on the

roda that got any that day. Returned to the river &
erossed® in a skiff. Found L.P. Brown waiting for me.
The teams had all gone on after walting till noon.

baeen
He was surprised on seeing the nails, for he had be

Ii.B-, Laramie River. X

11iam, later Fort
2Fort Laramle, originally Fort ‘:is ‘bouéht s & military

ding post,
John, and long a tra
station under the Act of 1846,

rth benk.
the Fort to the no
the Platte from . wHLGH
:ﬁ:cr:siei«o sentences sustain this ng‘élﬂ‘f*’i" ’
is vﬂrified in the next days opening
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toled by all that had been over that ther-e was not

eny nails in town. We started on afoot and found

the camp, in going about 7 miles. It was abouf dark

& wo had not had eny dinner, so we were not long

@ating supper which was waiting for us.

SKETCH MAPOF
; CUMMINGS Mov
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SUEDAY, JUNE 26th

. 8tarted from the camp, which was on Platt River,
in good season. Here the rode went over a point of
the Black Hills.l I supposs i’-heylwsre 30 nawed from
the abundence of cedar® trees that grow all over them.
They are very high, rocky bluffs;d some of them rising
to the highth of TOO to one thousand ft. About 10
otclock came to a good spring. Followed along between
the hills as near as they would admit of it., Stoped
to noon in one of thes rave:is with out water in the
afternoon. The rode went over some tremendeous hills,
& vory stoney. Camped on the Platte as soon as ¥e
came to 1t. The feed mot very gocd. We had to take

our horses about a mile from the camp & watch them all

night.

JUNE 27th
The rode agaiﬁ left the Platt & took the hills,

Trne Black Hills, so-called, but more properly, the
Laramie Range.

2fhe predominant timber was pine, When szon from &
distsncs this appeared distinctly sozmber, ir ngt
actually black. Loomis! JOURWAL, P- %4 aptly des3-
eribes the affect as: #.egombling as mutch 83 any-
thing a large herd of paffalow.”

3rhe route slong the north bank ¥es through "ﬁ:amely
broken country, with the hills and ravines 31 g
close to the river, Even the MoTmons B kyu the
crossed the stream near Fort Laremie, and took up

route of the Oregon Trall.
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but was not as bad. (Came to a) goed spring about one
hal# mile from starting. No more water till noon, &
distance of 15 miles (from) here (1s) another good
spring, but little feed. The rode hilley the rest of
the day but not stoney. Camped by & small creek
about } mile from the rode. Along here we find good
dry ceedar & pine for fuel & lots of sage brush but

this (latter) is not used when eny thing else can ba
obtained, -

JUNE 28th
Went about 2 miles and found a cresk, .Good

watering place for stock, Tha rods kae;.)s the hills

for about )
about 10 miles. The hills are heavy but no stone.

At

the side of the rode heavy bluffs may be seon run-
ing to an emines. highth,
Platte,

Stoped to no(o)n on ti:o

Here
Wwe ars about oposite Larmie Peak, trav-

11
ng in sight of it about § days. Here the river is

not more than one f£ifth ag large as it was when we
first struck 'it. The thermometer now stands 88°
above zero. Went about 5 milss & camped on the
Platte, near a Cottonwood grove, Good feed for these
parts, ‘ V F
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JUNE 29th
In the fore noon laid over to shoe horses,
Expected to leave in the afternocon but Mrs, Brown -
the old Lady - was taken sick very suddenly & we
remained ths rest of the day,

JUNE 30th

We again resumed our travling. Travling over
some of Eaturs cemery which 1s observeable to all
that trévil the rode, There is but few that pass
1t without noticeing its singularity; but it can
hardly be discrlbed so & person could have eny Idea
‘of it, if he had not seen 1t, But I will do my best.l
It looks 1like the natural bad of a river, I suppose
1t 1is quite a str;aam 1n the winter, but now 1t 1s
perfectly dry. The water had washed out places &
left mounds, or, in other words, chunks of solid
white rock - in allmost every shape

clay - resembling

which give it a grand apearence. After travling about

10 miles we found our selves halled up once more to

Weoather very Warm

e kept the

noon on the bank of the Platte.

109 gbove zero. In the aftermoon the rod

Too too 41d Turnbull, and with equall!vgad results.

Vide Turnbull, ACROSS THE PLAINS, P 1
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fiatl most of the way. About a mile before camping
the rode assended the hills & here was plenty of
sand stone, the first I have seen., Struck the flat

agen & cemped once more on the Platte.

" JULY 1st
From here the rode runs on to the hills & we

passed over some awful hills. They might be termed

mountains. These hills continued untill noon at

which time we struck the Platte & nooned. In the

afternoon the rode kept the flat & here we are once

moTe uslng the Platte water., Ko timder on the banks

oxcept now & then a scattering c¢lump of cotton wood,

Sage hens are plenty in these parts, They very much

resemble the prairie chicken but much larger.,

JULY 2nd

The rode keeps the bottom most the way untill

you reach the forry? A portion of the rode 1s good

but a good share 1s'very sandy. Nooned about 2

miles before coming to the ferry. Very warm ther-

lryrnbull, o ,
. cit p,
grass on t.:h?ge 'fl_atz. LT SR ot Finding good

2
As will be noted Pl
miles beyond this’oldagzgrmidge g Prodted aome

not be confused with UpperyFZ;;;SIng’ REEH RS
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mometer 1142 The rodel here crosses the Platte on

to the north side,2 There is a Staege station & trad-
ing post on the south side. Did not go to 1t.% Should
think there was about 4 or 5 buildings besldes several
Indien wigwams, Here* the rode strikes the bluffs.
gcame about 2 miles and struck the bottom about & mile
from the ferry & here camped amid the torments of
mosquitoes, Platte water & pretty fair grasss., The
grass along here is the devils darneedle, which 13 a

very good kind. Good wood,

SUNDAY, JULY 3rd
The horses left us in the morning. The whole
camp started out in pursult. Found them about 8 miles

from the camp about hoon. Did not start till one

Ii.0., tbe Oregon Trail, which after lagiggogg;ti
Ls.l"'ar.uie and entering the Black Hills, hL S
other streams, the La Bonta, the La i
atﬁgn%ourche Boise Rivers, as well a3 numerou
'ater;l;ere are few streams emptying into thﬂgi]:l::g:
through 1ts north bank. The watersheiigri{ana 2
is close to the river and turns thaarmd i
tributaries of the Nlobara, Cheyenn ¢

Rivers.

at Upper
2The O'regon Tratl had crossed bothlléggt)a ﬁgt upeﬂgd
Ferry, but the Platte pridge now { ]
doomed the ferries to obso lescence
scloses
3Ipso facto, the diarist again definitely di
mself &as on the north banke. .
t is nooning.

is
'41_e., on the north side where the diar
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otclock. The rode kept near the river & very sandy,
Thermometer up to 110° & travling 1in sight of snow as
the most of the party thought, but I think it 15 g
1ittle mixed; but it resembled it very much, -ae it

might of been smow, To(o) far off to tell for serten,

Camped as usul on the Platte, The stream is geting
mich smller. Good gravel bottom but the water not

clear. Here the river 1s quite crooked.

JULY 4th
Memoriale Day. The rode followed thé river
nearly all day, now and then running over a pcint‘ of
the hills. Very sandy & hard. About eleven o'clock
came to the (Platte) Bridge.l Tha teams did not stop

but High, Thomas & I went acro ss found 20 or more

Tplatte Bridgs, tn

ey s the site of present-day Cas =
'ax;gmi‘:{léebbri_gge had but just been oonynpletggf' gzo
sl h{ uls Ganard, %ho, with his Shoshone
< riftia: t;oih_alf-bread nephews hed, in the

oty fiftios, built and operated a toll bridge across
structure, some tg}?:aIndapendence Hgcks . The pnoetnt
sand fost long. +Tieen feet wide, and onvsr one thou-

on cribs filled :?:hbztizeor ;:.dar %ogs’ iR
. cos 60,000 and was

the mo
Heras, 3; gﬁﬁb%g of 1ts kind west of the Missourl
" as his tombslong ario ) LA2ut. Caspar Collins, was
a forlorn hope ;gam::t;;ld;mllgd in battle léadins,;
ans, Nothing now remains

of the bridge exce
. :
be dlstinguished at low watqe, OC%° "hlch can only
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" in 1857-8.

quite large houses, but 2 or 3 of them Mhabited.l

one was a store the rest was bullt - a3 I learned;
cant vouch for the truth of it - by Captin Johnson=
whon he was on his way to Salt Lake Cliy. We took
several drinks of ice water & then started on to over-
take the teams.3 We had gone about 3 miles when we
though(t) we would go into the river and take a swim,
1 started accross and did noi? stop till I reached the
oposite shore; but when I started to come back I found
1t not so easy,)& after trying some time I was obliged
to strike to shore.? Reached there in éafety & con-
cluded not to try 1t over again. Told High to take
my cloth(e)s to the wagons & I would go down to the
bridge a distance of 3 miles. The thermometer (was)

up to 110, the sun ten times as hot, & the sand twice

as hot as the sun, With out cloth(e)s I started, with’

THewitt, op. cit, p. 181, describes them &s "a fev
adobe huts on the south bank."”

2general Albert Sidney Johnson, b, Feb. 2, 18033 d;
April 6, 1862, He commanded the "Army of Invasion”
sent out by President Buchanan to subdue the Hormons
Later he joined the Confederate forces,
and was killed in action at the Battle of Shiloh.

31.e., Recrossed the bridge & proceeded along the

north bank.

41,e., The south side.
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the _ezpectation of geting around the ox teaml befors

it started from dinner. Fortunate enough, I was to
»

find a pair of pants & to have a shirt given me, &

with other things I picked up- I got along very -wall |
Did not catch the ox team till it had gone about a ’
mlile. Tak(e) it all in all, I had quite a eolerbra-
tion by myselr, '

We all camped together on the same
old Platte River, "
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i.e; Acro
¥ 83 the briqge westward to the noonin
oning.
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JULY 5th

_About 10 otclock ceme. to the Upper Forry.l There
was pothing btut a trading post where they kept all
kinds of Indians manufacture & a few such things.? I
guess the most important trade was whiskey & that they
sold for 12 dollars per gallon & I presume that not
the best quality, but Q&nnot 88..]' for I had no occasion
to try 1t. The rode from here kept the Platte & was
tremendious hilly; some sand. Not quite as hot as it
had been for 2 or 3 days. " 3tope about noon on the
Platte, about half a mile west of the 3tage offace,
One of the children had fits and was quite sieclk,
3tayed here till morning or rather Ié-expeét to, Had
to take our stock into the mountains t§ f£1ind grass.

Found very good grass. Mosquitoes liked to eat us up.

: JULY 6th. ,
Did not think 1t judiclous to travil on aecount

5f the -slck., We spent the day in all sorts of ways,

About 5 o'clock 1t began 6 thunder; the wind begen to

blow % the dust flew beyound all manner of conception.

1j,e,, Here Cummings route merges with the Oregon

Trall.

2 and metaphoricsllﬁ'; had
platte Bridge, literally M retwhile toeming s

already taken its toll of
turbulent crossing.
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1
. “First, Minera) g

It rained a little before night but aid not make out
ou

mich. We had an awful time geting supper. fTent

blew down & we had to got 1t out doors amid storms &

b
lows, Agan our stock had to be driven to ths moun

t
ains & be watched. In the night 1t rained quite

hard enough to rile Platte River,

JULY 7th
W
e again started on our Journey. Hear the rods

leaves’
83 the Platte for good, The next water we came

to th
at was usable for man or beast was the Willow

Spring
Prings which are 15 miles, The ground here is very

marshy &
Y & springs may be found by diging a hole most
ény where, & very good water

Before coming to th
- | CEL)
PTings we come acrosg springsl two or three ti
but it 1s N
alkaline poison to bout man & beast, About

10 o'clock past Rock Avenew,

2 pia
great curiosit iy o
Y. 8hould not of known it fr
ledge of rocks, o

Fr
om the (Willow) Springs the rode was

o pri -
f Willow Springs, aﬁg”g:‘;‘?ngaki, some 16 miles east
»

8
PTings, situateq some 7 he Alkall Swamp and
ZRock A miles east of Willow Springs

venue, wa ) 5
Minsral Sprin 3 encounter

pri . od some .
ledges of rocy forios "08d hare ek xilas bigoud
like two' great gt Og & narrow defil otween two
O
ed state of

62
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a 1ittle mors hilley tham before, but good all dn}; &
very cool. Camped on a small creek. Good water but
no grass. Had to drive the stock into the hills asbout
a mile, & there I holp to guard them. In the evenlng
1t had the aperlance of a thunder storm tut 1t did not

make out mich; sprinkled a very little.

' JULY 8th
Anothai‘ pleasant morning & a cool day followed,
Had good rode till about 10 o'elock; then about 5
miles quite sandy. About elaven o'clock cams to the
saleratus Lakes. I visited one of them. The one I
visited was nearly dry & had left clear sody all cver

i1t(s) surphice about half en inch thick. Tbis can be
gathered in great q{xantities, but whether it can be

used either in washing oT cooking, I am not able to
say.l Walked sbout 3 miles before overtakeing the
eached the stage

ksmith

teams, Overtook them just as they T
¢ 13 quite a stors & a large blac
grizley ‘bear. Stoped but a

station., Her

shop. Hear I saw & young

11t was used generally by the emigrants for bo;l;nco:t:«
ing and washing purposes. In the '60's, accor ugl o
Paulson, this deposit was being worked by & ;.dedyit
men who dug the soda out by the wagon load, aLe

acroas the Rockies in ox-teams and sold 1t ogr-Eberatsdt
other side for thirty cents per pound. Sa¥y R

WAY SKETCHES: ACROSS THE PLAINS IN 1850, P- 42, note 47.
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few minute(s) & then hurried along. Ceaught up Just
as they turned out to noon on the bank of the Swest-:
water, about 50 rods from Independence Rock.: While
‘nooning L.P. (Brown) & myself visited the Rock but
did not go on to 1t, The rock 18 of granite about
125 £t high, should think about 50 rods long & 20
wide, There 1s no soil on top or sides & thousands
of names have besn painted & engraved on its Iala.l
On starting Maxwell & I took a turn arocund this mag-
nificent rock & tinding.our curiosity not satisfied
w8 climed its riggsd ials. There si-e but few places

in the rock that 1t can be assended on account of

its smoothness, on topp we found heaps of the same

rock scatter{e)d over its surface. We stald but a

fow minut(e)s & then big the Rock farewsll. C(Ceught

Ll

the teams & 1n half a mile crossed the Sweetwater.Z

It 18 & mountain stream 3 or 4 rods wide & 3 ft deep.

We wandred our way along its banks with good roads

t111 time to canmp when we- left it, I went up a

little creek about half a mile, Camped about that

IFather De Smet o
r this re
Reglater of the Desert, o0 c2lled 1t the Great

2'.I'h.e principal affluent of the Wo
in the Wing River Hountains,
6 to 8 rods wide and 2

rth Plette, It rises

1s ‘about 120 miles long,
to 3 foet deep,

e
AR

distance from the Devils Gate.l_ Before coming to the
"gate® we passed through a revan, The bluff on each
side were solid rock & to me looked rather wild.Z?

JULY 9th )
After the teams were hitch up Maxwell & I walked

over to the "Gate" to ses the great curlosity which

had been made by some cause yet to be found out, or,
I guess, it never will be fou nd out. After making
some® cloce observatlions & colecting a pi{e)ce of the

granits, which was a very geod quality, we made traks

_toward the wagons. I will give the dimentions of the

"gate® as they are in the gulde book. It 1s a gorge
through a sollid g-ranit.e rock, 2000 ft. long 125 wide,
& 500 high with purpendicular wals. Tya. Swaetwater
running through at a rapid rate, dashing against the

ston(e)s which lay in its bed, These statements I

t111
think to be correct, We travled with might % main

od out.
11 o'clock before reaching our wegons all tir

d. We
Nooned on Swest River, Our grass not overly goo

13 a cleft in the end of the

imhis great curiosity ch the Sweetwater runs.

line of rock through whi b
3
. the mlsconception o e
2 tatement explains icated that
wgt:r: and some editors who have ind The defile has

gate.
ugh the Devil's Ga few men.
igig g;‘-::ggszgfowith great difficulty, by &
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followed the Sweotwater all day & camped on 1its banks,
Drove our stock over the river into the mountains to
feed. With rocks all arround it is not very hard to

stand guard. The rocks here are rugged and atupen-

deous but no s0il or timber on them,

SUNDAY, JULY 10th
Morning cool but roads quite sandy. Plenty of
8now may bq jeen on the mountains at our left. Again

eroosed the Sweet Water & once more stdp to noon on

its banks., Here we have a nice cool breze., The rode

here runs at the foot of a mountain & nothing can be

seen but one mas of rock. In the afternoon crossed

the 3weet Water twice z again camped 0;1 its banks,

JULY 11th

The roads gosd all day. About ten o'clock

passed the Ice Springs. ' Here lce can be had by dig-

ing sbout 2 ft. At this place the ground 1s very

maz.'ahy. The water at these springs not usable, The
first water 1s the Swaetwater, a dlstance of 15 -

‘miles, Reachsd hers about noon. Crossed 'the'river»

went about a mile & nooned,

the afternoon,

Made a small @grive in

Crossed the river twice, & again

camped on its banks, The ¢onery during the day has

M

RS 1S T AT g

r by

AT b

been somewhat dif ferent. The rode lert the foot of
the bluffs % passed over quite g pretty prairie,
offten passling over nice gradual wals; but the soll
is gravly & not worth much for farming. No wood but

sage brush.

JULY 12th

Very pleasant morning indeed. Travled on the
river about 3 miles. Then the rode laaveg the river
% assends the bluffs, These hills are long, tiresome
& stoney. Four miles from the river are 3 alkaline
lakes at the left of the rode. These.are called
"lakes" but I should not call them enything but pond
holes. Went 4 miles further & nooned. Here we found
3 beaﬁti;?.ul springs; the water colder than lce water.
Stoped a.bbut 2 hours & then ‘travled along slowly till
time to camp when we found.ourselves at MeArthars .
branch of Sweetwater, Here we found plenty of snow
within ten rods of the camp. Guarded our steck on the
creek bottom under the mountaln and about half a mile
from the camp. Here I was on guard & the ho'rses stam-
peded into the ﬁills; but after some truble we soz
them back t.o camp. The night cold. Themoneter 6

above freezing at sun rise.’
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~ JULY 13th

Passing over soma. very handsom country & good
roads. About 10 o'clock came to the last croasing
of Sweetwater. Here 1s a largs Trading Poat_l' & I
think a stage station. BHere we e:xpacte_d to cross
the river, but we found there was a new Military
Rode benn opened, called Landor's Rout,2 which saved
60 mlles befors striklng the other rode at Fort Hall,

lg1lbert's Trading Post. It was located at the june-
tion of the Sweetwater & Muddy Creek,

20n June 24th, some three weeks befors Cummings?
arrival, Lander reached 0ld Gllbert's with his ox~
ploring Expedition, and there detached a small party
under E,L. Yates, with instructions to remain 1n the
vieinity and await the emigration. Specifieally they
were to "inform emigrants of the completion of -the

Vide, Lander's SOUTH PASS AND RONEY LAKE WAGON ROAD,
36 Cong., 2d 3ess, Ex, Doc., Wo, 64, P. (3). ;
The cutoff left the Oregon Traill at Gilbert
Station, followed the Wind River range northwesterly
to the headwaters of the Little Sang s thence turned .
westward cro ssing Big Sendy, New Fork of the Green,

and’ various minor waters to and through Tho 's
Pass (Alt. 8130),. Thence it r i
along 3alt River thenc n G L, b B

. ® to John Grey's Lake, thence
due west to Roast Fork, thence southwaster].; to the
t”uth of Fort Eall, thence to the Snake and down
hat stream to the bend, thence to Raft River, where,
near the City or Rocks, 1t, ang the various other
i:t;gﬁ's :ﬁiﬁlde}- igutea converged, It followeq,

» 3 0 e
== to trappers, who had ha\;gpar e ek,

their »
7eglon sinee the early twentisg endezvous In this
i : .

it e o

AR BT A g T s

a distance of 260 miles, We thought it best tn take
it. Here we mst a company of 75 Dragoons on thelr way
to Pt. Larmie, We took the rode before mentioned,
went about 2 miles & nooned by a small creek.-]' Dont

know the name haveing no gulde book.2 From here on

we are ignorent 61‘ things we pass. From here wa had

very good roads till time to camp. Turned out of the
rode to find water; succeeded after going half a mila.

JULY 14th
We assended the mountains very rappedly. The
rode tremendscus hilly & considerable stoney. Croosed
‘several small streems® during the day, among which was
the same old Swoetwater.? Here we bid farewell to
Atlantic waters. In the afternoon the rode not so
hilly. Passed the summit of the Rocky mountains®

about (blank in ms.) Camped by a dry creek which

- aforded us water for our stock & a spring, which was

liongts Creek.

2Lan P w5 D ' that one thousand of
. cit., p. {3) atates i
the gfli:’ie: were =ritten out and furnished to the e

grants, .
3clover, and Garnot Creeks.

4Here croaaéd for the last time.

Sgind River Summit. Alt. 8300 ft.
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found not far off, for our cooking. Here we welcomed
Pacifice waters for the first time. After caﬁping I
took my gun & c¢limed some of the mountains in pursuit

of gaim. Found nothing but sage hens.

JULY 16th
Baving first rate grass we thought 1t bsst to
lay over half a ds;f. Some went hunting, some washed,
& some done one thing & some ancther, Severall Indians

came round the camp during the forenoon., After noon

hitch up & continued our march. Here we began to de-

¢ond the mountains very fast. Went down & over some

hills worth talking about, Crosed Little Sandy about

@ mile from starting, This is the first stream erossed

this side of the summit & I must say I never saw a

prettier stream in my iite. Nice stony bottom &

water as c;aar a3 cristals,
This is

We camped on Blg Sandy.

very much such a cresk as Little Sandy but

somewhat larger. The grass very poor & Indians a

plenty. Thought it best to keep our
camp.,

stock near the

JULY 16th #

The next watering placel tep miles, Drove it in

lgrass Spring,

60

a little less than half a day & lade up the rast of
the day. No water but springs. Grass not overly
good, but plenty of Indians & 2 wigwams within 12
rods of our camp, There are 4 or 5 tralns camped
with us or near us, Spent the afterncon in shooting

with the Indians & 80 on.

SUNDAY, JULY 17th
Eighteen miles to New fork of the Gresn river.
3tarted early & arrived at the river at ciuarter past
twelve. This is sald to be the great desert,l Did
not seem much like a dessrt to me, Here We nooned &
then drove to Green River, 6 miles. Camped for the
night., Plenty of mosqultoes & Indlans. WNight very

cool.

JULY 18th

ﬁorded Gresn River. Had no dif ficulty. The

river here has several jslands in 1t so we had to

Large Indisn ranch on the west
camped on Bltter

cross 3 streems.

side., Good rode nearly all day.

lgom the Sandy to the Green on the Oregon Tzﬁiizza
desert country. The dlarist is doubtlessO;eLander's
what his old gulde book had stated. hgnemtoff 2o
prineipal contentions in support of his

its avoldance of the desert reglons.

6l




Cottenwoodl Crosk. This is a nlce streem 2 rods

wide, 2 ft. deep. Good grass. Willows for fusl,

JULY 19th
¥orning pleasant.. Drove about 9 miles and
stoped to noon by a small cresk. Came up a thunder

shower. Ralined quite sharp., Did not detain us but

& few minuts. Drove 3 or 4 miles & camped in the

mouth of Lander's Piny Canyon by a craek.2 As 1t

has no name we will glve 1t the name of Beave(r)

Dam Creek, as there is severall compleet dams wiﬁhin

a mile of the camp. Here is said to be plenty of

strawberries, but I have not 3een any yet. After

camping 1t rained a fow minuts. Prety fair feed.

The mountains® which ¥e are now going through are

the Wausash,
them,

I beleive it 1g about 40 miles through

o JULY 20th

Day pleasant, fThe Tode ran at the foot of the

mount
untains. In some places the canyon just wide.

enough.
gh to admit teams to Pass. The same Beaver

£
Error, This was Bltter-root Creelk, ‘

2Piney Creok,

aThQ
cutoff is leading into Thompson'a Pass
I8 .

RS T a—"

.,y*;.,':\.m‘”

(Piney) Creek as before spoken of runs through the can-
yon & we crossed it a dozzon or 15 times,l fThe sides
of the mountains are covered with scatering pine. As
we wind our way through this ravine, we can turn our
eyes towards the ﬁ:ountains and see snow banks; while
the grass arround them looks green & beautiful, After
going sbout 6 miles stoped to Iwater. Here I took some
snow from one of the banks that lay exposed to the sun
all the day & most likely would continue to t1ll snow
came agen; & not 3 rods away, I had the pleasure of
plcking a few ripe strawburries, We went about a
mile & turned our stock out to feed, Left our wagons
on the rode near a log house which was bullt for the
accomodation of the hands at work on the rode. I
beleive it i3 called Fort snider? but as near as I
could find out there is no fort about it & never was,
Stoped about 2 hours, then leaving the Ft. we worked
our way along to the hed of the canyon. Here the rode
assends the mountalns & runs througﬁ heavy pine,

mostly spruce pine., We kept assending & decending con-

Iso 1t must have seemed, Actually the creek was
crossed eight different times.

2grror. Fort Piney, It was & small block-houss, with
corral attached,




tinully till time to camp, when we broaught up in a
small canyon, & not very small elther. Here we had
to stop. Plenty of wood and water, but no graés. We
turned the stock out & let them pick what they could
ti1l dark, then tled them up. I went to bed think-
ing that I had slightly "seen the elephant”, if noth-
ing more than the switch of his tale,

_ JULY 21st 7

Again let our horses do their best at finding a
little grass, About 4 o'clock we went fourth to climb
the mountainsl & that we did t1ll about 10 o'clock.

Before stoping here we found some grass & stoped about

3 hours. Our teams by that time had got prety well

filled, & we again went to work at our old trail -

_cllmbing & decending mountsins - & we kopt 1t up

t11l plumb dark. Finding no feed we were obliged to
camp., Tied our horses to the wagons & gave them a

quart of corn api(e)ce. This we had brought from
Council Bluffs & had kept in cases of emargences,
If I ever saw g tight place this was one of them.

The hills we had coms over during the afternoon wers

T
The trail y
Bear Rlver.is Row in the terrain of Smith's Fork of

———T_ S

awfle. A ‘great meny of them half a mile long & some
a mile, that was 8o steap 1t did ssem 1llke an impos~
sibility to go down them. Although thousands of dol-
laers have allready been lald out on the rode, tens of
thousands might be put to a very good advantage.
After standing guard till 12 olclock I laid myself
away with the full assureance of having "siaen the
elephant® in his natural state, 8ome of our boys had

geen a black bear % hed shot him twice but did not

stop him.

JULY 22nd
Being ver'y tired, d1d not get up in very good
season; but as soon as we did get up we gave our
horses & 11ttie moTe corn, hitched up and started

1 L]
without eny ceremony, breakfast, or eny thing e a(e)

are
The same rode continued till about 10 o'clock., K

r
we came into a nice valley 1 stoped and let ou

_ver
horses do the best they could., The grass not. very
'y

thick but good - what there was (of) 1t. Baing,

1y if
good share of 1t mountain timsthy (1t) 1s near ¥y

t this
not quite 1liks the tame timethy. Remained &

here 18
place to camp for the night. The rode fro'm

I5alt River Valley.




splended. Runs over a nlce beautiful valey about 2
miles wide, with Salt River running through it.
Mountains on both sides, the highest of them covered

with scatering pine & ceedars. 'i’aking it all arround,

the cenery is beautiful. After travling 4 or & miles

turned to the right of the rode nearly a mile and

camped on the bank of Salt River, This is a very

nice mountaln ereek, Dont know why 1t received that

name, for the water 1s perfectly free from aalt.l

Here we had good wood, water & grass. Take 1t all in

all, I think it is the best camp we have hed.

JULY 23rd

Morning pleasant. Did not travil. Thought 1t

best to let our horses have a small rest. Had a

first rate time of 1t. We could pick wild currents

at our leasure. Very good but not quite ripe; much

larger than the com(m)on current. Some of the horses

bad to be shod, washing had to be done, & our guns
put into order, for in case we should have eny trouble

with the Indians® we mignt want to use them. We have

Lcummi '
nga'! observati
headwaters, S hoyr mads gt the wtyewiins

The Salt bottoms - from which the river
t::;t:;a its name - lay soms 25 miles further downe

2
The traln was now
The Indians in the comlrg into the Pannock country.

rogion were notoriously hostils,

. N S €6

e
e ATl bt

hers been gnformed that 15 miles ahead the Indians
fired into Golonel Lender's camp night before last.
The tribes we are now passing through are the Bannics.
At this time they are 8 1ittle mad & want revenge
from the vhitas- beceuse ome of their tribe hed been
shot by one of the soldlers while try@g to .steal
porses. Late in the afternmoon there came up & small

hurt.
blow & ralned & 11ttle but not enought to do eny

SUNDAY, JULY 24th

| i v 3 a=
Morning ¢loud & continued cloudy all day; occ
by

he valey .
The rode followed the V&
HhowWeTYe 9 ‘xo
sionly & little = i

1 that
on
ti1l noon. We nooned at the mouth of & cany

the
1nt the mountalns. A creek running through
ran o

River.
tary of 8alt

think is a tribu
canyon which I

od an indlan

., Pass
We crossed the atream 5 or & times

1ittle
from it on &
bout 1} miles
ranch, & camped 8

] y ir 1ent y 0! pine
bottom Pret fa Srass [} good water & P
wood b! (+] abo t 80 T it We have t.xa.ulad

g ins u rOds fo .
in s 1ght of snow for near 1 Y a 'eeks ’ some times the

' 4 days.
same snow being visiable for 3 oF

[Einni-xinnike creok Canyon.

&7

e R
7‘_’_4_‘_'.—'—!-"'“"“



JULY 25th

gontinued going up the canyon untill noon, A-
grenf nany places the road (1s) Just wide .enough
between thse mountalns to pass, Here the rode has
been worked & great deal. Colonel Lander is but a

fow miles ahead with his men trying to do justice to

other parts of the rode, We nooned at the hed of the
. canyon. The rest of the day was a little down hill.

About 3 o'clock left the mountains & struck on to a

very nice valley. In this valey camped.

JULY 26th
The rode kept the valley till noon, sometimes
would go over hills, but 1t is prairie & should think

it the same valey. We nooned by a large pondl which
is at the head of the valey. I should think the pond
was somewhere between 2 & 5 miles across, It is hard
te tell.

I wuld not like to say, eny how, Flags &

rushes grow at the edges of the pond & at places ex-
tend some distance.

It ia full of ducks & I saw 3
swans,

Shot at “hem several times but was to(o) far
off.’

In the afternoon the rode kept arround the pond

for 4 or 5 miles, then followed up & ravine & went

I.Tohn Grey's Laka,

. T
80 rods from the same C

) b
the hill into 8 nice little valley watterd b¥
over
1 creek 1 ye laft the creak expecting to camp
i : . water we
the foot of the mountain, but finding no
by

are
inding no water we W
4 the hills. F
agen ralse

obl]sad %o keeD [+)+ %% sea‘ng b}le prus];ect for 'O(Jd

E
ahead Iathar dubious' we laﬂled on sa!el‘all large dr,
"

o e w v . Eep trav-
1 oles under the wagoon & travled on
popP P

lm t 1 ar e Wwe 2] to a ﬁreek dth
1 1 d K Her canﬁ n a nic
s *

rest of m
good grass, & 1 agsurd you & all the nkind

that 1t was vory acceptables

JULY 27tk

: on preiri.o
pid not start veTy early. qravlied

t
. Hooned abow
ver the pills, but good road
all day ©

are
ook? that we camped One H

8
& ripe goosberrles. Thes

: ok
we found plenty of curren

ware large & delecious we stald gt this plac's about
° .

= ¥y Camped on &
0 ard.
1} hour & then worked our way onw

¢ one mile from the agme creek that

sma. 1

11 ereek abou : . '

campe coned ONe Good grass & wateT Fo wood
we da &. n

ckfoote
Tpossibly & prench of the Bla

The
rt Neuf.

2. 1bly the maauaters of the FO northvard.
Poss

th
1¢ here,
stream meanderad southw'ag teail S erixing

A% ; ako R1VeTe
i U-;hapgirci\é:a ex’atrance into S0
and again o
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but we were lucky enough to find a pile on the hill
about 15 rods from the camp that had been left by

some campers.

JULY 28th
- The road somewhat hilly, but prety good. Crossed

several small mountaln creeks, Nothing happened un-

usual. In the afternoon went about half a mile from

the road & got some snow. About 4 o'clock struck the

old California rode.l Should think it had not been

travled for 2 or 3 years enyhow., Went about a mile
& camped. Good water & prety fare grass. Plenty of

spow on the mountains not more than a mile & a haff,
or 2 miles from the camp.

JULY 29th

Beautiful day. Went about 2 miles and came‘ to

a creek.? Here we found Lander's camp. Should think

there wore about 16 or 18 wagons, They had done but
little woTk where they were. Had not been thers but
a fow days., Along this cresk for ahout half a mile

the rocky blurfa are quite bold, & then the rode runs

OVer & Very prety prairie. EKept in N —

i.e., the 0ld road from Soda Springs,
2Ross' Fork,

e A

R R

eroek & nooned on 1t, Followad the cresk about §
miles further & crossed it, Here we came on to a
levil prairie entirely covered with sage brush. Had
m}.e ‘the aberenca of a desert than eny thing I have
seen., We had some lame stock. George & myself fell
behind to drive them. The teams &ll got shead out of
sight. We kept on driving t11]1 sometime after dark
before coming to either water or grass. Here we cameé
to a nice little rivar,l 3 or 4 rods wide & conslder=
able deep. Dont know the name, Here we found the
camp & turmed in, Found we had came 10 miles after

8
leaving the cresk, 5 of them so dusty we could se

. nothing, & the mosquitoes -1ike . to eat us up sole &
»

b d!- Since ‘riting the lboue I have 1ealnt the name
Q!

of this stream 1s portnife.

JuLY 30th
Warm day. Left our carp in good season and in

: 2 here the
half a mile cro ssed a besutiful ereeke. From

ountry
de passos over & high, 4r7, desert-looking ¢
ro

for 4 or B
coveréd with sage prush. This continues

t., before the nills break the cenery,
?

miles. To our lef

Ithe port Neuf; this was the gacond erossing.
8 ?

' Keuf,
Z20ne of two minoT gribvutaries of the Port
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& also to our right, we can look down upon the valey
of the Snake River.l At times we can see the river
-at a distance. Far beyound that may be seen several
peaks.2 To a person unaguainted with mountain cenery
they would (appear to be) not over 3 or 4 miles off,

’ but I presume they were not less than 30 & perhaps
more, It is hard to tell. We travled along till
noon. Came to a creek® & here put up. Spent the
ﬂte_inoon & night in fighting mosquitoes. Along
this creek grows the largest & most dellcious goas=-

" berrles I ever tasted. Sage brush for fusl. Grass

" not overly good.

SURDAY, JULY 31st

The mosquitoes so bad it did not take us long

to get started. We travled till eleven o'clock with

out change of country. Here we came to the bank of
the Snake Rlver, I was a little behind with on-e of
the lame oxen, & I had to leave it by the side of

the rode here to spend the rest of his days in peace-

lrort Hall was also v .
isible from this point. The
Fort Hall and Sglt Lake Road here met %hﬂ Cut-off.,

2port Neuf Mountains.

SBannack River,

1 walked along past the Snake

1 1 did not go to 89° them - they say the
1f a mile

ful roflectiond.

2.
ii-::sgushss out of golid lime yock about ha b
from the Springs. stoped to noon, From here i
road follows the rivers. goon after starting pas

yisited them.

er 8 huge pile of .

1 should think
the American Falls.

the water fells about B0 feat OV

e heard
As it dashes along the rora may b
ver 1s gquite 8 lar

should think 1t

ruged stone. et -
a mile a: a halfs snake R1

1d 3
Should hhink 1t to be 20 rmis L a9
to be quite deep. Hish bluifs on mth shdes. Camped
near the VOT e Qt very Ood faed For the laat 5
h 1‘1 r W & .

11 the ﬂ)ad is vary h!]l & mlsh Bbout B8 inChBS
J T

m as

desep.

?ollowed the

. & . 1f a mile ¢rom 1t. -
river till noon & camped about ball - e
4 leaves the river & tries
Here the TO&

' came to Raft RiveT.

wWent 3 oF 4 miles.

qnis river is

Good. ateT 1110 8 for
mall creek.
no thing but & a8 wate w w ,
. ass Small Shwef in the n!.sht.' did
tuel Good gr . :

not amount to much.

- was
was called _
pig Spring, as i’; formed of innumer
This ggrités_;n preadths and w8
about .
able small ones-
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AUGUST 2nd

Pollowed the Creek till noon. Rodds dusty &
hard tr.avling. Noon on the bank of the Creek, Had
a Qmall shower & a little hall., This is the first
hail I have seen on the rode, & these were no larger
than peas & few of them.
it,.

Crossed the cresk & left
The road asended graduly for 9 miles & then
struck on to another creek which led us into a can-

yon., Camped in its mouth. About a mile before

coming to the canyon there is a junction of, as I
suppose, another California rode.l Have found out

aince writing the above that.it is the Sublet cut-
off.2 l

AUGUST 3rd

Went through a small canyon.

In to it the wider 1t was, & it turned out to be guite

a valey. HNooned by the side of some springs about

half a mile from the rode. Kept in the same valey
till night. Camped near 1ts head at the mouth of

another canyon.

Good wood, water & grass., Here we

Ifhe Fort Hall road and Huds oth! _
togsther and merged with tthLand:rc-I:-gagfr here came

2enis, of course, was erronsous,

; The Sublette Cut-
off i
6! ?::: ;agc:rt road from the station on Pacific Creek

T4

The further we got -
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- some having t

l : ‘ 3.
heard thrilling accounts of the work of the Indlan

gardly knew whether to belleve them or note

AUGUST 4th
Entered the canyon.l Hera. we could see text-
riable ﬁouni;ains. In 4 ml'les came to the City 'of
Rocks? which are quite & curloslty. They are 1arge

ey rocks aticking up here & there in all shapes,
gr &

he apeai ence Of houses with 8 beapls I} &
3 ] .
F h g to decend the can’ on The
80 On. TOm ere we began

began to
road stoney & aomewhat hilley. The canyon beg

gbout noon 1t might almost be ecalled a

grow wider gnd 3

last one
tle creeks, the
valeye. Ccrossed severall 11t

- ' . Here w8
pefore stoping to noone. stoped & watered _

i B yn 3. Th n
came across the roﬂkl bog 4 L] teams we t on &

them. Took
Bill (copeland) &1 stoped to talk with th

& overtook the
Then atarted on
dipner with them. .

them hi tch
. Weo helped

t which had stnped to noonle

eams,

f Ertﬂd
0N Ei & myse
up ' & then ne'kirk, D&‘id 9 1! 1 st

IRocky canyon.

2gere the Lander cut-off ended,

and the old road was
followed. J

Sgranite creeke. el A

(=] aase t u at [s) -
the J ur

1 nt the little tl‘ain P 3 _d hro gtl

sgttlem

ney's get-oute



on afoot., From here the road is becoming hilley &

1t 1s pot long before 1t is very mountainous. GCon-

tinues to grow more so till night at which time we

came on to Goose Creek.,l Here 1s quite a prety

valey. Went down the eresk about half a mile &

camped. Orass rathsr short. 3Sage for fuel. The

mountains we have came over through the day are the

Goose Mountains. We have also heard the truith of

the depridatlons commited by the Indians on the Sub-

let (Hedspeth) Cut-off, About 20 miles from where

it comes into Lander's Cut-off is where the robery

was commited., As near as I can learn there were

five men killed, 5 wourded & one women badly wounded;

cattle & mules driven off; gold watches & costly

cloths taken, feather teds rent, & meny other articles

distructed. The Indians sold 3 yoke of oxen for 20

dollars to a men by the name of Smith, He is 2 or 3

days shead of us, & to another msn a gold wateh for

one dollar, No doubt these will be recovered Dy the

1goose Creek, .a tributary of the Snake, The trail
followed up the east bank of this stream to 1ts head
on thne great divide that separates the Snake from the
Humboldt; 1t then c¢rossed over to the headwaters of
the latter river, which 1t followed through the des-
ert wastes of what 1s now the state of Nevada.

! a3 "X 6
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9 af der -] Q y t.
L] t tha roma 3¢l Of th at ck is probl loa]
u

oWners; |
this one
The old Galifornia-Sslt Lake rode comas 1nto
a
a heavy
| just this g1dol of the City of Rocks, & here
{ us

gmergratlon comes in with 1t.

AUGUST 5th

Follo‘e(d) up GOose River tlll noon. Camped tOI
the l'est Oi the d.ag 8 T ad rama.rkablg dust’ &
s Th o

'ind hi a -} with the h tra - e Broo klgn
.

boys are with this trai.n.

ATousT 6th

bout noon &
The road followea goose greek £1ll & i
g into ]
tered & canyon. Went apbout 3 mile
then ente

; t
prove about 2 farthor & comped 2

canyon & no° ned.

the ¢anyon wi

e
th the smith train. Drov

tpe head of Kept

) Y 2 1 .
to k thrc;ug,h &nDthBT can on . abou
ur 8 c : - t mj as

them there £1ll morning.

SUNDAY, ApGUST 7th
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a lot of Morm
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bad 3 =] muT dered
taken from train th T had r E At no
=) the a ® on

watered at Rock Springs.l Had no grass and did not
ato -
p long. Went about 4 miles & camped by mountain

apring.?
pring Grass rather poor., Good ceedar for fuel

During the night wat
er froze over bucket
of an
thick, : i o

.

AUGUST 8th

Go
od roads, but some dusty. Water scarce

Missed
the 2 wells that the gulde speaks about. Did

not st
op t1l1 some after noon. Here we had good
wa=-

ter. Went about
5 mile
s and camped on a small orsak;5

dont know
the name. Here the valey is several mlile
) 8

wide
. Good water & grasa. Sage for fuel
.

AUGUST 9th

BGQ.utiful da: . Roads ood but dusty,. About 9
ofclock ri - 1 m.gself
' c pﬂ.sﬂed seversal Hot Sp ngs Maxwell &
Found the w a W on
ater tO(O) arm for a pers

to hold their hand in it

visited them.

Nooned at the mouth of a

iThe trati
1 1s
Spring Vaney._no' nearing the upper part of Thoussnd
usan
2¢01d spring.

Sgold spring.

o
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small canyon by & nlce 1ittle spring. Here W leave’

the Thousand spring valey. The rode followad the can-

yon for & mile or 2, which was & 1ittle hilly, then
pegan to decend & the rode continued level, Camped
in & peautiful valley on the head waters of the Hum-
Here we mve pesutiful water from springs

sage for

about 10 rods from the cambe. Good grass.

fuel.

AUGUST 10th

Morning plessant. soon the rode enters 8 cenyon

paorb miles. This 1s the ruffist &
About midle i

& follows i1t fo

most rugged canyon that we pave passed.

way of the canyon WO passed some® more not springs. To

look upon, they are most besutifuls boiling right out

of hard Tocks. Thesé are 1aTg? springs, put not as

hot as those we passed yeaterday. After leaving the

canyon We went over & level desart-lobking country &

came into the valey of the pead waters of the Fumboldte
Here the strosm 18 gory small, but it has & peautiful

y of alkal¥. Nooned bY

v}a.ley with good grass; plent
The rode followed the valey,

the rode in the valeye .
o sam@ streame.

& we agen camped on the bmks of th

Here the valey 18 & mile OT mpore wide. Good Erassd.

gage for fuel. Roads A1ty
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AUGUST 11th

The rode kept the valey till mnsarly night, when
we left it & went over several hills. Expected teo
f£ind grass soon, but the bluffs came close to the
river & we did not find a camping place till we had
travled by moonlight about 2 hours. Here we found
'srasz'a: camped on Humboldt River. The stream has en=-
larged so muich since we first came on to it that. it
will do to call 1t a river. It is still small, about

3 rods wide & 3 or 4 ft. deep. The grass poor & fuel

scarce,

AUGUST 12th
. The rode still followeé the valey. It is not as

beautiful as 1t has been. Did not start till late.

Made a short drive. Nooned on the river % camped on

its banks, about a mile from the mouth of a canyon.

AUGUST 13th
The road enters a cenyon and follows it for 4

or 5 miles, then comes on to the valey of the river,

Nooned 1n the after noon. Climbed the Humbolt Moun=-

tains. Went 10 miles, Drove till dark, then ceme to
a spring. No feed for stock, Tide them up to the
wagons and let them stand t111 morning.

o ' 80

il egie i
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SUNDAY, AUGUST 14th
Put up .and sterted before breakfast. Drove tinn
about eleven otclock bafore finding feed. Here we
struck the valey of the Bunmbolt & nooned on its bank,
fhe rode we came OVeT this forenoon has been terriable

rough & stoney. ¥We are novw 6 miles from the Stage

station., After halting atout three hours we moved on

' 1
(a)cross the river at what is called Gravely Ford.

Hera 13 & trading post. They are selling flour for
$25.00 per bundred, sugar for 75.00 & every thing In

propotion. Went about 5 miles and ceme to a stage

gstation. laiied a letter & went about 2 miles.
crossed the river & camped. Splended fead. Willows

for fuel.

AUSUST 15th

Followed the river. Road very dusty both nooned

& camp'ed for the night on the river. The mosquitoes

very trublesome.

ATGTUST 16th

The -road followed the river for 2 oT 3 miles.

VFrom here we left the river & travled over & sandy
The road tremendeous

desert country t111 5 o'clocke

' 7 4 for some 6 miles.
This section of The stream extende n the trall.

1t was one of the noted cemping places ©




dﬁst'g.' Nothing but greese wood covered the ground.
I think it a wonder that even thils should grow so

rank in such sand.’ As soon as we cam® to the river

camped. Prety fare grass, Willows for fuel.

AUGUST 17th

Left the river & agen travled over another hard,

‘aandy unfertile rode. EKep on travling till 3 o'clock

befora coming to the river. Went atout a mile &

camped about noon. There came up quite a party of

Indians. Should think they numbered about 20. We
worae not much alémed, but thought it best to wailt
for tﬁe rest of the train, which were 17 wagdns in

pumber.l We loaded our arms & prepared ourselves
for line of battle. Grass not very good. Willows
for fuel,

AUGUST 18th
Rode hard & dusty. In the forenocon consider-

able rocky. About one o'clock came to a trading

post & nooned. Sold a lame ox for 12} dollars,

Travled about 5 miles & camped on the river. The

river does not seem to grow much larger in width

Doubtless includi '
1 ng the Smith train
were but six wagons in the Cummings {:rzig?e iy

ooV
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 put 1t is considerable desDe

AUGUST 19th

‘le alo the river as usual till noone
d ng
Trﬂ

)
pard but dusty. 1o {he afternoonl th
B f

rl
Roads not o¥e ndeous sandy and

tremd

. t of the time
andy - & P&F 1110w,

rode 8 ¥ tho TLVOT. Good grass kW
some dustye

AUGUST 20th _

Road veTY heavye Weather

?ollowed the river.

L] abou t ten
warm Pa.ssad opposite a tradeing pos t bo
1 1
o clock o .
L 1¢ Sﬂed the T 1“9! & mdﬂ enqy T ies
n th T ° C ng
Eooned o e 1ver ame to 8 bradﬂ- pOSt B.bﬂut

No grass °F

g died

am’ ad.
ﬂulld Wi ‘Bnb awub 2 m o3 &k C P
[s] . 1
!u'al bu-b Bree!’. v -'lo's -] OI BIO'n a8 1}0139
1 . on
h tra
F T JR8 g
in the ni@t. Du.d 110 T to be 'Ol‘th at the dein

posts 40 cts peT 1P+

AqusT 21st

to mow 8
g1l day watched stock. Had
= ' day very
i . feed O1 the desert. The 48y
to

11ttle grass a stage station nearly

r stiring' it
sy Hot much 8l r the bOY® went over to 1%,
ome ©

8
oposite the &7’
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ra shill
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but I thougl
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Just at night moved our cemp about a mile down to
the grass.

AUGUST 22nd
Tride to get an early start, but our guard

came short of doing thelr duty & we were as late as

ever about starting. Weather exceedingly warm &

roads dusty., Travled about 10 miles, came to the

river & watered; then drove to the Lawsen'sl Meadows,

making a distance of 17 miles. Made cemp sbout 3

o'clock on the Humbolt, Swam our stock over the

river & kept them (there) till morning.

AUGUST 23rd

Maxwell on guard, & as good as his word, called

up the crowd about 2 o'clock. Had breakfast at day-

break & started at daylight.2 Had not gone more

llassen's Meadows,

Peter Lassen, well known as one
of the earliest pioneers in California, was killed by

Indians while on a prospecting tour in the Black Rod:
desert in March 1859,

2Here the traln left the Humboldt and set out upon
the desert,

The route taken - the Applegate Cut-off -
led through the Black Rock dessert, an{iJ ngrthward

across the Slerra NWevada to Gooss Lake, thence across
the northern California boundary into 6regon.

This
was the famous Oregon Emigrant route
®peath Route" of the '49aers, el e

It had early fallen
-ﬁzocmg; Br;d k;ad long since ceased to 'ge traveled.
s train was the fir

since 1853, st to venture upon 1t

)
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‘INTRODUCTORY NOTE

‘Here is one of the most unusual overland narra-
tives yet to come to light, It 1s a unigue record,
in that the Curmmings traln did not follow the béaten
path, but 1nst$ad, made the cohtinantal traverse by a
series of trails and cut-offs in part long since aban-
doned and in other part then but just a-bui;l.ding.

A breskdown of the route discloses tﬁe following
extradordinary ltinerary: '

THE MORMON TRAIL from Council Bluffs to Fort
Laramle. :

THE NORTH PLATTE TRAIL to Platte Brildge.
THE OREGON TRAIL to South Pass.

THE LANDER CUT-OFF to City of Rocks.

THE CALIFORNIA ROAD to Humboldt Bend.,

THE HONEY LAKE - APPLECATE TRAIL to Oregon.

Such a route was never before trodden, Contempla-

- ting 1t one is remined of the lost emigrant whose

highway changed into a wagon-road, his wagon-road
dwindled intoc s trail, his traeil shrivelled into a
foot-path, and his foot-path at last degenerated into

a squirrel track, which ran up a tres!

114
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From almost .the time of .tb_e sgt-out, the train
pursued the less traveled roads. After croasing the
Missourl, instead of taking the Oregon Trail, it fol-
lowed the old Mormon Trail along the Platte's north
bank. : ' ' 'y

At a point opposite Fort Laramie, where even

the Mormons crossed over to the south bank, the Cum~

mings train continued up the north side and through

the .Black Hills to Platte Bridge. Here the Oregon
Trail crossed the stream snd merged with the North
bank trail. '

‘ From thils peint to the esastern appx:oach of
South Pass the Cummings traln kept to the main trail,
but at Gilbert's_station the train was met by agenﬁs
of the Lander Expedition who had been detached by

Lander some three weeks before with métractions to

await the Emigration and "inform the emigrants of

. the completion of a northern and better route (the

Lander Cut-off), give them information sbout it, and

. furnish manuscript guide books to those who deslred

to adapt 1t."
Curmings did not get one of the Guide books,
but his train ¥as one of the number which here left

the Oregon road to venture upon the new and zs yet

R LT RS
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unfinished tretl. This cut-off, of which we here have
perhaps ths earliest gccount, cother than in Lander's
owm report to ths government, was the most northerly
of the projected routes. It left ths Qregon Traell at
Gilbert's Station &nd ascended the Sweetwater to near
its head, crosséd the range by a gap considerably
higher than South Pass, entered the Green Valley,
crossed the Green at the mouth of its Easat Fork and
then _atruck across to the Snake in the vicinlty of
Fort Hall., From there it followed the Oregeon trail
to the mouth of Raft River, which it ascended to the
City of Rodcs, vhere it met and merged with the old
G.T:al ifornia Trail.

. The train followad the California Trell across
to the Humboldt and down that stream to the Great

Bend. Here, as at South Pass was a Trading Station,

~ and here, once agaln, Cummirgs sought information.

oObviously, to continue down the Humboldt would lead
him further and further away from Orsgon. 3ignifi-
cantly enough, Lander's proposed route across the
Black Rock desert to Honey Lake in the California
8isrra, left the stream at this polnt, and while Cum-
mingst diery is silent as to the counsel given him,

it seems falrly safe to assume that he was advised of
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the Honey Leke "road™ and of its connection with the
Applegate trall into Oregon,

Leaving the Humboldt and setting out onto the
desert the Company soon found: 1tself In a veritable
terra incognito, The actual trall - the "Death
Routel" of the '49ers - had long since fallen into -
disuse, and but three wagons had ventured upon 1t.
since 1853, Cummings' diary is the only existing
Journal of the crossing of this terrible region since
the trall's abandonment in 1850.

Cummings -set out from Iowa on May 10th, 1859;
and reached the Oregon settlements on September 14th,

Thus despite the vicissitudes of the journey, snd the

complications of his route, he made the trip in good
time,.
He met hardship with fortitude and faced priva-
tion without complaint. In addition to his rifle he
carried along with him a sense of humor. It proved
the more dependable arm, and on numerous occasions
it saved the day. Ome would have liked Cummings for
a messmate,
At the end of one particularly hard day, he obe 3

serves:

"I went to bed thinking that I had slightly

*seen the Elephant', if nothing more than & :
swltch of his tail, SHRSESI s 5

N A L ke

And later, when things grew worse he concludes the

day's entry thus:
"srtor standing guard t111 12 o'clock I 1aild my-
self away with the full assursnce of having 'seen -
the Rlephant' in his natural state.”
Assuredly Cummings .saw the mythlical pachyderm;
both fore and aft snd up and down. And since he paid
the full price of admission, perhaps 1t would be fair-

er to him terelve to cease interpreting and permit

him to tell the story in his own words,

vii
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ROSTER OF THE COMPANY

MESS KO. 1

Charles J. Cummings
Jeamans ("Jim") Maxwell
===~ Alonzo

J. Thomas

High Thomas

=== Steward

MESS No, 2

L., P. Brown

¥rs. L.P. (Clara) Brown
Mrs, Whitcomb

(01d Lady) Cardwell

Two Children

MESS HOQ, 3

Jacob ("Jake") Loyal
«== Wolchar

=== (Goorge

=== Qckington

==~ Davidson

«=e Newkirk

MESS RO, 4

"01d® Bosier
"Charlie® ===
<== Sapp

w== Elliot
=== Works
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or camp fires, indicative of their apprcach gleamd on every
hilltop bordering on the valley. Captain Jo, one of tha
most inteligent of the tribe, has been on horsei:ack' the last
few days proclaiming a great gathering of his people from

- Mevada, Hangtown & the Yubas are now roling in bands of ten,
twenty & thirty, the painted wariors with lace bow & quiver,
?hey are naked to the uaist, legs ornamented with tinsel,
rattles & small bells; the head banded with a turﬁan, well

studed with feathers. The different colerd paints upon the

face, arms & body give to them the most wild & ludicrous

appearance imginable. The corall was large & surounded by

high stakes interwoven with green brush from the pine & ce--
dar, '_l'he music begins & the dust from the fest 61‘ the danc;
ers with occasional yells & the lca.w chant of wild music the
rattling of tinseled ormaments, the wild stare of savage
faces in the moonlight, the howling of Indian dogs, shrill
whistlses from the hand with the dead beat of the drum goes
to make up the fgstival & Digger's fandango. 7th, ’We

leav - : A
@ the Tennessee ranch & journey up the mountain to our

little hone on the creek, 10th, Lee & Marshall's circus
cire

¢ozes upe A splendid troup in and 1400 people in at §2
each, On C | 7
- ‘nethnmpany at Fegro Hill last week took out 238 o3
. O V
er Company at prest city took out 270 oz. The

15th four
‘ of us leave on a Pprospecting tour to Onion valey
’

mhingtgn
. hill & western ravine, then up by the Pilot Peak,

~204-

e

B

-

T ST ARSI LRI Y 2

T el

L L

B o S

P ATRRT TR

18th. 186
houses burm up in Placerville. McDonald at Nevada, kild by

Hopkins, Poorman, Gibson's, then do@ heae,
plasting @ rocke James Downing shot by his brother-in-law,
19th. The eity of Nevada on fire. Over 300 houses Burn up,
& 10 lives lost. A. J. Hogan, A. Baker, from Louisville,

Eentucky; J Johnston, & surveyor from Buffalo; S.W. Fletcher,
distriet atty; Wilson & Thomas, W. B. Pearson, Peter Hender=
son, Albany, Hew York; John Yates, Dubuque, Iowa. 20th.

Two teams robd near the Lexington house. 1400 Chinese arive
at the Baye. 25th. The Vigilance Comitee of San Francisco
have 6000 men under arms. The two ships of the line in the

har‘bom' have been drawn out in front & shoted 60 pieces of

cannon bsaring on the principal streets leading to the Com-

29th. The Vigilance Coazmittes hangs two

etherington the murderer of Doctor Bald=-

mittes rooms.

murderers, Joseph H
win in '53, and Doctor Randall on Thursday last, and Phil-

ander B:_'ace', the murderer of Capt. West in v54,, and the sus-

posed murderer of Marion WwO days after a dance. Crowds of

people gathered near the room

of the Cozmittee, numbering 5000 @
thoroughfares leading to the rooms were nearly blockd with

death scene. At k-

anxious spectators of the anticipated |
of the gallows in the

otclock workmen commenced the erection
street, & befors five every available space

center of Davis
froam which a view of the spob could be obtaind was ocupied

g and by 12 o'clock the military
en, were under arms. A1l (\,,
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y persons desiring to witness the scena. Ew |
& house top for blocks a : . ery building yew Yorke Said he stole much because he could not help it.
round was litt i
huzanity. The armed T erally alive with it this moment he began cursing the preachers & all around
. orces of the C |
ommittee were so sta- pia to the last moment, & daming his comrade to dry up.

s audiance did not want Lo hear the haranzue. ¥hile

:::nei:s to comand all the approaches. Horsemen guarded Th

outposts for seve ]

.ﬂrdnance FEusSoTed a:::eb::::r':o:: :::;:119?’3, & heavy i ?Eeat,heringt.on was yet speaking & Brace cursing, the caps -

_l-. Commercial Streets. Front & Davis Streatrnia' Sacransnte were drawn OvVer their facss, & signal was given followed

by artilery. The Infantry guarded the alls’ were manned | by one deep tone from the ball on the Vigilance buildings,

twenty thousand spectators. At half pait f:ws surounded by 1 which was a signal for the executioner to sever the cord

were brot out from their cells., Each plac gl pr-j'snérﬂ : which was done in @ moment, & the two culprits were ignomine
ed in a cariage & eously suspended betwen heaven & earth, After hanging 30

ere cut down & removd 10 the Committee room

who had them re-

driven to the execution ground
L

A d = s
eath-like stillnass pre- ninutes they W

vaild,  The
prisnars ascended the scaffold with
a firm step, & given into the custody of the coronerl,
It was now late

o

moved to his office on Sacramgnto Street.

little effected
' ced by the scene be
fore them, On
. reaching the
o in squads froa fifty to five

platform the !
y were soon boun .
d. Both aided the officers in % the crowd began to dispers
hundred. j0th, I must here gi

Almaden quicksilver minés in the Cod
e the richest in the

ad
Justing the noose to their necks
ve a short sketch of the

With great coolness

they took off the
ir necktias & 1008 (=] the 4 ahil.t' ccuazs'

world long tunnels

Brace then turnd
; to his com
panion extended hi
s hand & bid Th
They are said to b

aken out, con=

ace at the foot of the hill. The

j
ng the stone. It evaperates, v
tles in little pipes. Then Qw\/

s & shipd to all parts of

farewell, H
» Hetherington be
gan to ad :
' dress the crowd concern~ are run into the mountain where the ore is t

1118 the pﬂst W ]
- /KW) & pl‘es&nﬁ. He a8 an Englishmn by bll th

1 : livad a lon t 2 c‘ a.lIl.P o
g 2 T

H
alifornia in '50, has no family

veyed to the suelting furn

silver is seperated by burni

His estate
e
stimated en runs oub into ket

worth ‘
$40,000. Thought he killed Randall AT
- all in self defence
»
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jron bottles orf tank
s are owned by an

jcans who receive 8

is poured into
the world, The min®
ploy 200 men, mostly Mex

felt full ¥
¥ prepared for the hour of death
s but regretted English Company & em=

that it must be on the gallows, Br
. per day for

ace was quite an intsl-
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at Downieville 18 April. Browning; from Illincis, kild by
the bank at Young's hill, and Wm Moore at Jim Crow Canyon,
. I give the homici&e calender for the month. Ths lst, Elk-
enstein, at Scotts bar, kild by ﬁoc Pitts by a blow with a
pick handle; ,Isadore‘ Soto, @ native, hangd by lynch law at
San Isidro. 6th Modemas, an Indian woman, shot & kild by
Jose Gugie. 8th Ah Lee, a chinewoman, murdered in Sacra-
mento by Ah Hing, a Chineman, 1lth, Sam Helman, at Towa
hill, by drunken John Galshar. 12th, Phil Caraval shot and
kild by dept Sheriff in trying to arest him, l4th, Vincent
Calvin convicted in Mariposa for killing Clark; also Mexi-
can Charley for killing a ,Chine;nai:. 17th, at Benita; Bev-
erly Wells stabs & kills James Dunn. Edward Roonan acci-
dently shot by Wn. Wallace in San Francisco. 24th, James

L. Davis kild by Flanders at Nevada, & Webster at Sousan-
ville, sty j

MARCH

Richard Morris kild by the bank at Brandy City, also
Zetyer & J, James,
hill.

Ed, Porter finds 8} pound luup at Gold
This month we are all very busy in the mines. Heavy
snowfall, the middle, & three feet more the later art.

APRIL
1st. I begin a new claim on Poverty Point., The first
two days four feet of snow falls, but we drive ahead until

=194~
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the 18vh. They hang Harlow for the murder of Smith. He
got t hrough with very little kicking. 22nd, at Spanish
flat, in a dispute about water, Burris, a storekeeper, with
a double barld gun killed Jackson, with one load, the other
ke stove in the shoulder of Haywood, Brown had his arm
broke. Burris was ‘held to bail. 23rd at Warren Hill, Mr.
Proude, from Ohio, kild by the bank caving. 24th, two

Apericans kild at the crosing. 25th, Ed Welch kild in a

26th, Schiffer kild by the bank at Orleans flat. “

£

fighte
28th. One foot of snow fell,
30th. John Feely shot % kild Denis

29th. W, Buckstan kild in
a tunnel at Nevada.
Murray at Eureka. John Doolin was shot through the head.
James Casin's sléull broke. The grand jury of Nevada have
found both indictmentd VS. Keefe, for the murder of Hayse

: 1
At Graés Valley, A. Duval, for killing Orm &b French Corall,
Blackwel for killing Launs-
gaken by

& Kurtz for killing Wensandorf.

bury. The last of the Trinity Robbers have been

' of the
killing. Walker, the leader of the band, & 410,000

to Hickman
stolen money recovered a part of which belonged to ’

¢ Qatman
the miner. I must here note the arival of 0liv »

n. was murder=
whoes parents, with several others in the train,

-one, Mr. Oatman,
ed by the Indians on the plains in fifty-one T
his family & others were emigrating %o californiae =

: of the Com=
the Southern route, separated from ki £ the Coler=-
)
pany, encamped on the Gila RiVEr, B e

, e
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the skyrockets & bonfires kept the horizonm lit up, while
bands of music was heard in every quarter of the town,
During the after part of the night several heavy guns were
fired at intervals. This was a signal for the arival of
some express or dispach from the Interior that told on the
morning of the 5th, that Bucﬁanan was ahead, then Filmore
and Fremont, and so on during thelday. I visited the out- : .
skirts,Rincon Point, Telegraph Hill, the Custom Houss, & . ) L
Chinese stores, & all other places of importance until late ‘ .
in the afternoon., Then I went to the office & bot my ticket
in the mail ling. . ; JEE HOMETARD VOYAGE
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THE _HCMEJARD VOTAGE

NOVEMBER 5th, 1856

Steam Ship Sonora with US mail & over gix hundred pase
sengers lefb }’alejo yharf at 7 P.M. We let go, rounded out
& the signal gun told we ware under WaY, taking & porthward
course round the harbour, thence south passing three ships
of the lina, with numerous other small yessels at anchors
Kotwithstanding the clearnsas of the night, lazps were Sus=
pended toO the yards of vessels far out in the noble Bay. In

the course of half an hour we broachd the neads, passing out

the gate batwen gwo brilliant lights that were soon left in

the distance far to our rear. Now for the first tine in the

moonlight, I stood upon the quarter deck viewing ghe broad

surface of the deep. It was my first trip upen the Ocean

that I had always thought jevel, The breeze Strong & sea

roling. Our noble vessel of 2,00 tons burden, with sails

set & two powerful engines that was driviog her &3 it were

up on® hill & down anothere. Wa soon toock our x:ooms below

for the night.

NOVEMBER éth

Cloudy but wind gavourable. All sails seb & our course
o small achooners

southeast. NO jand, but 88¥ one brig and W

leeward.

e
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G NOVEMBER 7th
C
lear at noon in latitude 30.20 North, Long, by C
? °
ometer 118.36 West. Distanés Run 286 MILES T

NQVEMBER &th

Warm, & water blu :
e, Latitude 28.24 Mo '
° rt'rh' Long 6 1
ng- 1] . L,’

west. Distance run 256 MILES

Sabatha H ‘ ' ° '] Ho
) e had. serv ice on board 2 ths Re v HI‘ Od
et ’
: . Sall two Nhales yi
s ONe shark & some fl
1at8 of Austr illi& ng

fish, L
sh., Lat, 25.7 north, long. 112.59 west

262 MILES. Distance run,

is aft rnoon ky
. two ore 1.
Ih erno W mor wha e8 &. bhe S sail Qf
ig i nce. Some £ pnrpoise n n &
a br in bhe d sta ew S’ a d oW then

@ flying fish.
¢ No land. The sails furled &
course South East, o =

: NOVEMBER 10th
ara & almost a

AT dead calm, ‘Sails clued up. - Fassenge

i ng themselves with books, games, &c o
srw ’ 8, . In lat,
i » long. 109.35 west. Distance run, 24,0 MILE

ernoon one whale, two shark - -

8,

East of South. No land,

Course

NOVEMBER 1ith
Thiz morni .
ng & gentle bree
ze with our sail
8 set. A

roling sea whi
1.
e the spray flys even with the Bul
warks.

=222~
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. 17-‘1-5 Noﬂh' long.
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In late 19.40 north, long. 106.7 weste. Distance run, 265

MILES.

PR er Ry T

NOVEMBER 12th

k delightful morning. The sea is almost smooth again.

The sails clued up and the jib run down. pagsengers prom=

inate the deck. A fev gulls & some little fog on the lee

One monster whals crosses our bov.
ght & thundering of the paddles.
& rockey bluffs on the Coaste

side. He shears round

as if mad at the si By noon ll

interesting heights In late 1
Distance run 250 MILES.

The

102.12 West.
points a1l this afternoone

Magnificent pluffs & high
8 or 10 miles distante

n looking,
& broken range unti

nto Acapulca harbour,

mountains are high & barre
1 near twelve.

We sat up watching the high
We pass petwen two high rocks 1 some
Long before day we were P

1800 miles below San Franciscoe )
By nine ¢

es and others carry in the coals

to see the nativ
in the morning pad 1100 tons on poard. The parbour is half .
enclosd by yery high hills without timber, bub i

mile square,
or underbrusie. The :

densly covered with vines, shapperell

pala, & pbanana

cover the pase of the mountaine The

orange,

vilage almost on & leve

1 with the ELEH fortificat.ions on a

‘emall rise or bvenel ¢hat counands he parbours The wolls
e low & old look=

ara not very high & ghe bul

ing. The nat

1dings within ar

snall & yellow, nany of thean

iyes are pumerous,
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.over the bulwarks,

naked or nearly so. Our vessel is now surcurnded with some

25 or 30 szall craft, or dug outs, laden with fruit., Be-
side the baskets are several innocent looking Senoritas,

quite young, full face, dark eyes, long lashes & kair that
outshines the raven. They are poorly clad a half way girdle

or shawl throwm over thg shoulder. Feet and legs bare. And
still.;hey comand admiraticon as they Apass you by, for their
eyes gleam rather than sparkle. Voice soft & sweet as the
fruit a-. flowers that suround them. Here coaze five flats
'l.a.den with stock for ship stores, In the first two is 14
?panish steers & Cows. They comé a‘longside where # line
with a noose on the end is thrown over the horns; then by
the aid of the derick they were hoisted 25 feet & taken in
e i:hen comes‘ up 30 hogs in the same way.
_ 30 Sheep & goats, with two large turt-
els, each weighing two fifty or three hundred pounds. Now
::o zirst. signal gun is fired & the few passengers that are
shore are paying the natives any priceé to bring them out
l:::‘o:: the ship leaves. They just reach in time for the
o :
83 dii::;r and we are underway, leaving three British ves-
ging coal, as we are rjounding ocut the cove and

eeping o 1] -} SD (" 1 00N In la L

- 16.
6.24 north, 99.18 west long, Distance run 185 MILES

1
xh 3 utelnmﬂ le!el&l Hhales’ & purposis “i
Chout numbel 2

- :
| ne (-:hilanian brig. Leave sight of land

«22h-

NO‘J“"EBE‘B. ixth

A severe

eplit, top eail in ribbonge

home the szaler spinse
yarks the heaving Ocean &

& terafied. I, for ons &

felt as if I were going dowd t

po headway mads yntil ncons

Little or

long. 95.19 wost.

ers sick. The vhole afternoch token

Stancion and cleanin
the gulf of Tohuantipecs

HOVEMBER 15¢h

A little better, put th

In late. 12.‘&0 norbh, longe 9205

MILES.
NOVEMBER 16vB
Sunday. OuF gick much betters

Short- sermon. In lat.

sed.
Seven whales, &

- Distance, 249 )!lLES.

§.,0, long. 85.22 westo

gale on the gulf of Tehuantipic.
Ws lower the main

Tha breakers are dashin
plunging vessele

1most, insensible.

Distance run 117 MILES.
up in holding to the

g out tha stomache.

o wind more favoura

vi west.

10.46 porth, longe

Main sail

yard & bring

g over the bul=
Paasengers sick

At every Surge

he gulf never o rise again.

In lat, lL.49 nox_'th,
Over 200 passeng-

A fearful night on

ble at noohe
pistance run, 233

Wind fair with & rolling
89.16 west.

porpices until yon

In lat_:..

cant B28.
NOVEMBER 17¢th
It is very wars and the sea i8 almost gmoothe
Distance, 256 MILES.

Two eails in

S L

g N
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general quar
| quarters for the military, as I see numerous 1
e i

the distance winward. The Golden Gate mgsts us on the‘ les
side with 800 pasengers on board, No land gince Acapulea

Qur course is nearly South.

NOVEMBER 18th
Hot enou_gh to blister your back. In lat. 7.l4 north
long. 8l. ,
ng. 8l.47 west, Distance, 239 MILES. This afterncon is

calm, ‘ There is hegry clouds in the west. Our course South
until four. .

. NOVEMBER 19th
: Chan!ge our course this morﬁing to noreast, A gocd
hz-e‘eso, & we drive anead until near ten. We are at the Is=
lands or rocky Bluffs that stand far out., Ws pacs several
untill two in the afternoon. In sight of Panama City, 260
MILES. At half past t.hreei the signal gun tolld wo wer; in

the Bay.
¥ Two ships of the line on our starbord. The

Ind
ependence & Saint Maries, with guns bearing" upon th
City & de '
¥y pot. We drop anchor 2 miles abreast of the town
‘ »

after a run
of 14 days, 3200 miles. This afternoon saveral

hard fi
ghts took place on the deck. Some, I believe, was -
: ?

badly hurt but
none killed. From our moorings in the bay

the town 1
ooks pretty, with the old walls & stone hous
one high and ; i
glittering steeple, and some other curious

buildings
ngs with strange fixens. Perhaps its a castle
)
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holes in fronte A cagnificent height is Just to the rear of

the City, while the gull, bawk, & buzard dot the air all over

& even far out in the Bay. A few of our paésengers go on

shore, and one, 8 largs young man, kild, so says my rooa

mate.

NOVEMBER 20th

At early dawn the stean tug was aleng side the Indepand-

ence taking so0ad 200 marines on shore to guard the depot &

They were 300D landed and the

keep down any disturbance.
mail, DBZRAEe,

turns to our vessel for passengers,
over two and & half millions,

steamer re

gc. The gold dust & coin,
ut into the gun boats belo
We were soon

with the mwail, was p nging to the

frigate & towed by the steamar to the depote

seated in the cars that was gurrounded by several hundred

natives of & Swarthy coloT, generally amall in stature L

The pedlers of fruit & bir_ds more de-

cently clad & appeard well pleasd t0 receive the dizes. We
1y crowd pefore

the lowlands,

some nearly naked.

had but a short time given to view the mot

eastward, passing over
y rich & fertile, producing
Varigated

the cars was in motion

the soil of which is excedingl ‘
patures spontaneous growth in gropical profusion.
with huts, camps & bamboo

e of the line that led through & broken

woodland vines, grass & flowers,

houses, on each sid
deep & dangerous looking gullies. A

country, erosing souwe



dense thicket of shappersll covera the flat & side hil
The birds in the bush are beautiful while the parot s -
terified, & high upon the tree runs-the monkey on t.h ejns
limbs, He ie in a desperate hurry, forward & back; :'i .
a terable chatter, he trys to 1mitaf;e the car's mot’.io‘ ?h
::::3 a:oi, streaching his eyes to the utmost.,. then t:;
a5 Si:n f::_tl:h: stern & ugly grim, waivs his little paw
i pasengers to go ahead. Along the line
S o: pOI:G d::ilings, or dirty huts, composd of
, While some are nothi
et o ‘ ng but brush shane
chmneyt::w;:::ru::l;ines & coyerd with long grass; no i
, gardens fine ;
::iiow natives, to the town og Gorgo::iw::fr:: ::u:: ScI
s. This is =
& small houses u:ojii:hy . e e
A ol longes::zk e: a little river that's noted
es & curel ali .
railroad this was considered the head e
B e L ba18.110:‘ navigation, where
ce of the way to Pana-

ma. The busin
ess
has now left & some houses have fawl
awlen in,

while the buz
ards occupy others for a roost 'A
. short stay &

we were off, cr 111 1 levels down
» ¢rossing a rolling country until it

to an everlasting swam : : thick

P» With dead brush, trees &
green scum that will be 1

ar or cary a tw f

o year old fro
g. From

gh r pa
one nei b()lﬂ'llood to the ()the we 88 alollg the edge on

P
. 2
gh gr um on the left thau g amp gai
1185 SOE!B 11 'O : W a n to
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on the brink of the 868, pifey niles at 2 P.M.

{n the little towm, & single row of
& that glutted UP
& Jamaica blacks.

pspinvall,

Here We take dinner

gmall houses, parrow strect in front,

with fruit & pedlers st
ear of the puildi

ands kepv by patives
etrable swazp

un which

ngs is vhe same impen

To the T
of stagnant water completely cwered with green 8¢
impregnates t.he whole atmosphereo. Nearly every pative you
pehold is & negro. Someé are clothd but many without 2 gar-
nakedness present.ing to the American

nent Lo cover their
Thare

g. spactacles is no¥ several

traveler & most revoltin
a black looking fr

vessels 1ying 4n front. One jgate of 90
guns with British ensign flyings one Americar steansT & sloop
of war comands the depot & western end of the Lowne I now
raising stes® gor New Orleanss She

see the Black Warrior
The signal gun is

this afLerncols

1eaves at L Pe Mes e
(o)
and passengers with mail is getting of board t . (
he 18
is very werd, 1 must get out & see her pub sea. on€ R
yas spread.

xe & can
syreaner rolling 59°
of f with flying . ihe uumis

‘ ady for
Leave us to chang® o d be ready

ur gickets ar
& confu~

ired, the

or New Yorke A1l is pustle

that leaves ab five,
when the BUB is £

ficse until five,
t the of 4. By

tion abou
d puried on

and the erow
cond gun told

er © ened
L ® ’ we were off in 8

gates on the

six all is ready,

strong gale & rough 8éds
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@ ¥EMBER 2lst
" The wind contin
ues strong and the s
ea very rough, I
° n

1at L 12 -10 nor t'
7 i ]
h 101180 75I16 E es\t. DiStanvce' 198 M.ILES.

Heais‘ bI eaker S dash over the Bulﬁax ks. LOHE th N~
r e mai
’ e deck » & PaSSBnge-! ] all below In t
yald cleaz th . la - 15.12

north
» long. 76-45 west. Distance 204 MILES

NOVEMBER 23rd

Sunda
¥. The wind increases almost to a gal
e. A heavy

Sea daahes over & brakea in the akylight . Soon afte! bhe
moments. In 185 [ 18-18 nor bh lons ;‘p Ip west stance
5 ° - 5 ° Di

¥ _ NOVEMBER 24th
This morning the -
wind is not quite so strcang, but th
. L

sea is runin
g hi .
gh. We have one death on board. A
. At eleven

s the eot‘pse is caried P & plac
bhe bell t‘.olla a u Gd 'l.lpon the
"heel House. Notwibhstanding the rﬁughneaa Of bh sea a

5 s :

few gather
round
s the Chaplain reads the servi
vice, at the

03 i rai he corpse in. his

canvass ahl oud slides Off at the IBBt toll of bhe bell.
ul is ailen_.ce &
3 bhe Peopla return to their bil ths be‘ 10"'
In lat. 21 north ? .
. L lo‘ngi 2-30 west, Distan
ce, 2‘;5 miles
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At b Po Mo Jamaica in-the distance. Tne wind changes in owr )
favore Sails unfurld for the first time. By sun dovn the

sea is calm. Three vessels in sighte.

! NOVEMBER 25th
Early this morning spoke the Gsorge Law outward bound,
700 passengers on board. Our course west of northe Spoke
Dis=-

In late 25,28 nortb, 1ong. 73+50 weste

the Volant.
n sigh 81l this afterncole

21,7 MILES. Vessels 1

gance,
NOVEMBER 26R

moderate breezés

265 MILES. geveral sail,

Fine weathel, In lat. 29.50, longe.
& one jsland in

73.52. Distance,

the distance.

NOVEMBER 27th
Sails full as we glide alonge 1B
263 MILES.

The morning 18 fine.
pistance,

Th Weste

lat. 3b.15 north, longe.

NOVEMBER 28th
full, spray flys while the vessel
n the right & lefts

278 HILES-‘

The sheebs are

(v olde.
In late.

passing others ©
At &

Th o8 weste

drives ahead
pistance,

longe
n & Bignll of di

atress from the Genesses

ng before; 13

38.52 north,

4n the afternc®
' She

sak the eveni
ve her we

pad sprung @ ¥
ds at work tO sa
Gave

trot us Lo0-
411 han

hold .
r in to¥e

feet water in the
000,

rnree hours for #

made fast & gook he
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her in charge of a steanm tug & left in a gale.

* NOVEMBER 29th
Rain and sncw 'until we reach the quarantine near the

City of New York. Nearly nins days, 2000 miles. By eleven
we reach the dock. Both glad & thankful to be safe on land
aéain. Our bagage was now in the hands of the porter belong-
ing to the Howard House, one of the principal hotels, where
we layed over until Monday. Tock the cars for Philadelphia
in company with friend Cuningham, late of California,

DECEMBER 2nd -
Visited the Mint, State House, Navy Yard, &c., then
took the evening line for Pittsburg.

nmmm 3rd
' Cross the mountain by way of Johnstown, & S0 om to

the City late in the evening.

DECEMBER 4th
Bitter cold., We left on the Calidonia which lay on

- Beaver Shoals the first night.

DECEMBER 5th
Pass Wheeling. 7

DECEMBER 6th
Marietta, & Pomeroy,
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CUMMINGS DIARY

JOURNAL OF THE TRIP ACROSS THE PLAINS
FROM IOWA TO OREGON
IN 1859
WITH
SKETCHES OF THE TRAIL, ADVENTURES BY THE WAY
HAPS AND MISHAPS OF THE JOURNEY
&Coy &Cop &Co
: e
A PARTICULAR ACCOUNT OF THE ROUTE TO OREGON
" BY A SERIES OF TRAILS AND CUT-OFFS
IN PART LONG ABANDONED AND IN OTHER PART NOW BUILDING
AND NEVER BEFORE TRAVELED BY AN EMIGRANT TRAIN

viz:

THE MORMON TRAIL FROM COUNCIL BLUFFS TO FORT LARAMIE;
THE NORTH PLATTE TRAIL TO PLATTE BRIDGE; THE OREGON
TRAIL TO SOUTH PASS; THE LANDER CUT-OFF TO CITY OF

ROCKS; THE CALIFORNIA ROAD TO HUMBOLDT BEND; THE
HONEYLAKE-APPLEGATE TRAIL TO CREGON

B
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AUGUST

August lst.
Smiths flat, Sierra County. The length
of somc

mini
:undnf u:nu::ei: ::.:ing into the mount;&ig: first the Jenny
s 1;p;osd of five shares & runs into the hill
e ch prospects; The Hook & Ladder Company
S p;nnexi 6;: the Blue Tunnel, 1700 feet; the Bad
A 'alu:; A j:et... Now comes the Knickerbocker, 12
T PRl i$6000 runs into the hill 1800 feet;
X fiu : in 1800 feet; Pacific Company, 1800
A nd at the althouse diggens in shape of
o ::g, three wide pure gold, 6L oz, u;ort.h
e S: namg of Josselyn going from Rabbit
et turday last was stoped by 4 men on the
zed & took from his belt $550.  After geting

(]
u hey t the lt < yi
th money o t t hx ew hi be ba k ‘sa ng . 5‘0\1 want -

this damd o d
bel o
1 t to keep your britches up, then left f
| o 1 or
the thicket A two pound 1\mlp found on Branon's claim A
pedler robbed of #1;00 ca o
sh & *600 in gOOdB neaz; the Halfw
ay

O L] th ysv W
] mr 8 ille road » Mr HOITO wWas
h Se 0!1 : robbed Of his

horse & $3000
in dust & coin. The town at Di
amond Springs

burns
up, loss half a million dollars

the earth at ‘§ P, M, - 4th, a shock of

John
in Sacramento the 26 Roberts is sentenced to ba hung
at I Sept nmext for the murd

owa hill in March 155 ,er of M. I. Van

After several trials in the

differenb cour
ts he ets uﬂticﬂ a th end Of a I‘OPQ f

=208-
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He leaves & wife & 2 childron.

ng & killing his partnere
6thy

jon kiléd at Mount Diablo neasuring 9% fest.
ounty for the murder of

stabl

Jack Willlams was hung in Calevarad c

Casper Shepard at Camp Sico in May '55.
and appeard but littls concernd about ratters,

Jack was & Welchman,
walking to

the gallows amoking. Told the guard he nad thought of ad=-

a ariving at the spot defered, &

dressing the people but ©
ed he ghould be exacut

He did not want tO mak

ed before the crowd‘would gov

requast
At

oo largs. a aport for 80 MANY.
wung off and was puried at
erly Wells, the murder-
gth, Mre Per-

out @ short dise

in the porning he 8
Gth. Bev!

half past nin@

the foot of the gallows. g

er, is to be executed at Benecia this day.

iskiyou mountain went
d hand by Badne of

perkins through

kins, at the foot of S
tance in search of his horses, when a hire
Malone followed with @ gun, overvook & shot
uwrning to the housé, was met by

Malone & was
nif all

the breast. Malon®, on ret
her armas around

the wife of perkins who thre¥w
t stood close by,

heard to say by 2 small boy vha
nyes.” A peignbour shortly
He waited

was right." Malon® answered,
pg on pusiness.

after cans in wishing O gee Perki
he 1ittle fellow to0ld what pnad taken
ately

for some time when U i
Steps were jamedi

y & hired mane
The body of P
n had told all

place betwen the lad
erkins soon founde.

taken to arrest Malong.
the matter,

aboul

Malone, fearing the womnd
Malone was taken and execut.ed on

said it was her faulte

«209-
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'POb L 10 th’ on the Hiddle I eat‘hez yesb er day [ bh: ee men
e red & Chin i s‘ ’
p. r i g a f dus &d
nt er esg cam Obb I, the 0 W mb t thﬁ h
then lhot. & thra" th m in he ri L] n J llh's
€| t ver Ne&l Sa 0Sa a
Knapp mdered bﬁ' her husband. Garcla, a mxic&n uﬂ‘ del'
'entame i ne=
o.c | sonms or a t mu, [+] a ch
m, h&ngs himself near Auburn. At Scotta bﬂ;' Sampso
n

Crowder stabs
& kills Lewis
s from York Stat
8. thh. To-

v 8 2 mombain
da 9 a bh. Camptonvilla Stage was gﬂing dOW‘n Bh
f
y i l » i 8
8ome 20 mﬂes ea bell rom Marysy 1 e t wa attact
8 lounted r beet -39 Thev f.'l.: ed into the Bbage killin on
g e

woman & woundin
g four others, besides the driver sh
ot

through the
a
T3, But few of the passengers
were armd.

Betwen fort
¥y & fi
fty shots were fired during the e
ngageunent.

Two of the
robb g a
erg fell, but remounted again. T
lasted several minutes - i
¥

R B

wh
en the robbers gave way leaving

f hh. HOOdS twen 90 and e Q and d 11 I
. Be
on: hu-udred tuh U3
or g el Q ars

3
‘ dusb was in bhe [~ at the bimg' I] e v
11&!18 Eot none,

e T L i

During t
white man sprang out t : he struggle three Chinese and one
e stage & left
« But the men wi
ith

mne, huns on fo th
the expreaa meﬁsengar Wi
]

on the box wit
ht
RO e hs driver. He kept up the fire with
er W
s until the hounds 1 his
comrades, eft with their wounded

The sta
ge bed
holes. was completely ridled with bull
: ullet

? in print the uecu‘bion Of B
ve ei’erl?

of bhﬁ Shaf- ed the executio d take
€, It was 1ntend
¥
n Bhoul :
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Wells that
took
place on the 8th at Benaci :
a, the capital ‘

n the jall yard but being seall they erected the

& secluded spot in the Bil
site sides of the river.

the prisnor Was brought out escorted by.the Sher
also & =pall guard of &roops, crosing. the river
ysnor appeared weak froa

placs i
seaffold in
town, on the oppo

1s, adjacent %o ths
At an early hour
iff ard his

deput-ies,

to the place of execution the Pr
logs of blood as he had attempted suicide but was calm, &
prepard to die.

Mr. Woodridge.

He ascended the scaf-

exprest himself as
The Sheriff imme=

fold attended by the Rev.
he death warant, & upon its con=

he had any thing to say now
rward firmly & in &
ngentlemen this is

diately proceeded ©O read ¢

clusion informd the prisnor if

was the time, whereupon he steped fo

spoke as follows:

clear unbroken yvoice
4 himself on the

Morgan has perjure
The

malicious murder, James
He is o7 murderers

imesSe
ustifiable »
1 comnit mysel

trial not once but 15 oF 20 ¢
I forgive Mor=

hogicide of Dunn I am suré was J
to die like a male. £ to God
terms with all men- He then sf.epad on
: by the Sheriff & the

he Rev. Mr, McDon- {

gan, 1 am aboubt

and die on amicable

the drop. ~His aras & limbs were tied

_ prayer of the. Episcopal ‘Ghurch read by

ald. At the conclusion of
n the space of

all was still 1
lace of execu=

uried av vbe P

e career of Beverly Wells the

r coming UP to

or two convulsive struggles,

cut down & P

20 minutes. He ¥a8
purderere

stoped

tion, Thus ends th
15th, Today & teamste

our placé was

el

¥

fter one §
amen, the droP fell, & @ b




- ened

by 4 men. They demanded his momey or life. He forkd over
$.,9, all he had. He was then ordered to proceed & éather
more by the next time he was cawld on. This.evening on the
trail just below us a man on horseback was fired on from |
the roadside. The ball past through his clothes. He put
spurs to thg horse making the dust unmtil he reachd the vile
age. Since the Vigilence Committee has been organized in
the City :I._t. has driven ail the rascals and robbers to tha
mountains, so that not a day passes without an attempt to
rob or murder. 7 17th. A saddle train from the plains
today report 40,000 head of stock on the way & several hund-
:nd.uagons en route. They passed at different points six
ead bodies suposed to be Californians returning to their
homes, & killed by their cmadea, as they were all shot
through the head, They also report 6 or 7 killed by the
Indians, awong the number, one lady. 18th, Strest?
. s

atore
robbed of §1800, & a pedler of $1000. John Dable

& two othe!' Cr ush 9h ster-
7

day a

in: toz::mi:a:oi; Denis, up from the Valley on a collect-

el g the ridge on this side Onion valley.

N ear of robbers he was on a sharp lockout.

e g & strange noise to his rear turning round
P monster Grizzly in pursuit. He was awfully fright-

8t the appearance of his ugly pursuer & broke into a

run. Bruin
at the same time mending his pace. After a half
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murdered in daylight,

mains of the two W

of the dweling.

was crushed to death bet

very little tc note sine

engaged in the claims.

e ey oy T TR T

the Crizzly devil but a huge track on th

robers missing every time.
volver & brought his advasary down,
hind sprang upen him with knives &.

&t lady keeping the Star tavern
& their house set on fire.
jdst the ruins

shall have time to see OT hear
First I will give the anount of g°

- . I

The Bear had undoubtiy mist Dannis at the turn o
Dennis was only minus 2 emall bundle, hat.& papers. He de-

then took theilr wounded friend & left,
on the Stanislaus was both

ere found burnt to & crisp am

The water is no¥w about gone,
more throughout the diggins.

clares this to be hisa last trip to the mountains.

band of robbers, The other driver shot at five times,
Thé 24 driver then drew his re-

pile or so at railroad spacd a sudden turn in the road &
penis, so exausted & nearly blind, kept straight forward
into the shapersll. & £611 amost insensible. After a time
he came too, When it w_raa quite dark thare hapened to be &
scrubby pine close by. In haste he clambered up & made his

stay for ths night. Mr Denis says nothing more was 5sen of
e trail next morning.

f the road.

20th.

The driver of & six-mule team was shot from his saddle by a

the

tﬂien two others from be-
took his watch & $135,
25th, A. M. Weeks

The re=

26th. At Morgan's Bar, George Radeliff g
ween LWo boulders. 30th, Have g
e my return from below being busily W

so I~

1d dust taken from the
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© tres although 3C0 feet from the root,
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different mining districts in Saeramento County past year
from this date: '

Mormon Island & vicinity, 275 000 Gr

e oity & Bgin;bgiggms,’zoo,éoo 5 IGaE
chigan 0; Seva

Miasiasippi.r'sar, g vastapool, 200,000

7500
65,000; Prairie City, 470,000.@35:833

Total two million, ten thousand T
Cost for water 3384005 tools & boxes 2 Z,GE,LU,Z'Jﬁ
11£c§e:£aking only éh?? the day for ot SLA00
. 1,647,600
SEPTEMBER
Sept. 1st, The weather is warm & dry hills on fire,

. The little breeze now & then drives the flame far up the

-heights. The evening scene delightful. 2nd. A rich

lead found in Calevaras County on Sunday. One man took ten

pounds of clean dust. Two others that discovered ths lead,

Daugherty & Rosbury, took out 23 pounds, making in all 33

.pounds, $9000. 3rd. Mr. Brown kild by the fall of a

4th, I visit Sear's

Diggins, Pine Grove, Poverty Point & Slate freek. 5th
»

Th
is evening at our Dance House, Cush Stockwell, from the

State of Maine was shot dead by a gambler namd Betts. Cush

was - .
8@ little boustrous on account of the gambler having his

fav
ourite Mohala in tow, The gambler came out of a small

ro ) '
om drew his revolver & shot Cush through the neck. He

fell dead & the gambler fled. Cush was laid out in the

middl
e of the dancing hall, the blood still dripping from

the w
ound when I left, 6th a chinaman found & specimen

L

i g e

r.,u;- ik Ay s

A T T

of gold & quarts, 24, pounda. Tth, Jack Waite comes up

from Camptonville. gth, A clain on Table Hountain sold

voday for $9000.
& says 431l & Beverly had been killed, & saveral dead bedies

gth, An emjgrant train ccaes in today

di'acoverod on the Humbolt. A man, his wife & thres childrea

found dead by the burat Wagon. Also two others that had

been shot with balls & arrowd. 10th, Early this morping
Here I employ ALL¥. Kirkpatrick &

I. Conard & F. ¥ahle for the sum

I leave for Downieville.

bring suit vs Joseph Rapp,
of $2000 for a mining claim they bought & swindled me out of.

Now I note this down in 2Y jourpal for the sole purpose of

finding out where those villians live, and should this mest

the eye of any Gentlemen that give the whereabouts of all or

either of them tO J. Clark, portsmouth, Chio 80 I may find

y me without fail. Rapp

them, shall be hansomlj rewarded b
inois, Mahle, or Mall, as

& Comard it was said were i‘gom 111
of Philadelphid.

some would ¢all the Dame, was & baker
12th, An 18 o3

1ith, 1 rét.urn to my homs on the creeke
13th, Mr Ayres went in pur-

nugget found on Woods Creek.
he habbit of cary=

y taat had been in t
He over hauld the monster & gave
which only

suit of a large Grizzl

ing off calves, hogs, &c.

bim the contents of his double barld shotgufls
iritated & m;ade Bruin turn oo his advasarye With one stroke

jon of Ayres thigh & otherwise

of his paw he tore away a port g
! ., Abrahan
injuring him. A recovery i8 doubtful.  1Ath
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3 4 3 ®
hesnut wWas ro O 5 h O
» =

" good & Copelan
d wa
saw somthing { § out hunting & got seperated
¢ in the brush he took to be ! ted. Osgeod
a bear & fir
ed

quick’ killing hia f! ien'dc lébh Bt I. #ﬂn roem -
L] ? f
}.ari

§ )
tha Oh.io wvas killed 1“ a tunnsl at GEI pentel'ﬂ Ilab
. »

near QOroville
17¢h, The Rough & Ready Co.,
0., With 50

hands, are
taki
ng out $400 the day, & the Ohi
o Co with

same number o
r

hands are taking $500. Th

° e Safa at Gard

ner's store w
as ca.
ried out & robbed of $7000
monsy belo
ng-

ing Vt.o min
ers, 18t
h, John Everard was murd
ered at- Byer
s

. rles Ros
River, his bod @ was kild by indians on Bear
: ik v b ¥ pierced with arrows & head flat, Pitt
g hung at ¢ : ead brok
ol ©he
Camp, fell out, Colbrus“° Armstrong & Colbrock S
The infuriated ook drew his nife & kil ol
mob to d Armst
or Jury, St ok & hung him forthwith with rong.
i ’ is out
in town at Risley! evening while most of t e
from Penn y's Circus our near neig He ‘Bthecs yas
sylvania w ‘ eighbour Mr
as by + Sar
is that he was murd urnt up in his cabin. Th .genc
cabin fired ered & robd of soue 6 & Epposlion
to prevent discovery o 7 bupdred, &-kie
+  27th.

the burat
bonas of
Sargent We gathe
& buried red up
then,

m & cre 2
vis in Jones claim, Whit Aty 008 Buskes
’ e Rock,
yvielded

$564 sev
enteen ha
Junction Co nds the same day took out $1
.y u 0 000
’ . The

: have take
aen $850, 2 out 1o the last 25 aa
s ys with 90

30th, &
« At Do .
= ten"g bar near Auburn, th
] a

«216e

syt

—

7 o B
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1p cozbash with Tom Bsll, the notoriocus

d, Ned Conwsy kilde
{ horsese

speriff & posse came
nighway man. Soné 20 shots fire
one of the gange ¢ escape with 1088 o

Ee was

The othsT

QCTOBER

ar Mariposa was prutally

olken with a hatchebe
which was

r namd gilson ne

his geull br

18t A mine
He

aurdered in his cabim,

was found lying in hi
Neighbo

50 in dust,
e flat, & late part-
Me:-cican parunerse
Lthe A
5th, Sun-
6th,

s bunie He had 1

ur Davis of Spani

2nd.
38 kild by his

gone.
o New Quarts lead,

ger in th
" A1l the

odays
4,0.
£700.

gamblers in our vilage leave ©

ird.
¥ us robed bY ©

drover close b

wo Mexicand of §5

ar Gibson robed of
Hill.
je where w8

the ¢rall ne
Howlands F1ats
Qur conpany goes to
1d & others «ho has been tr‘}i

in over $300 costs
my suib =%

day, A miper on
h,

1 visit Pine Grove,
gth,

with Arnc

Downi'evil
ng to hold

a1

Home againe.

have a sult
eat & put them

ground we b
guh.

1 an urging
On the express
obber

our mining
100,

42000+

cost us over 1

p & Comp3n¥ for

ome on the cT

though it
10th.
Tom Bell the T

execut.ed on the

against Rap
eeke - 15th,

train to my h
is killed and © npen vaken and

20th.

hree of his :
nion walley, Nelson 0

g are high & rugged
Jack

spote ‘1 am off ©R pusiness ¥° 0
where the pill
il

unt of 1ittls T

1 am here ©of the N
They

or, far YP

& the Feather Riv
om Morton,

looking.
got thelr

Webai;er & another t

pief they had lef®-

e i e
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stage at 2 in the morning

winter's grub fron me
, then run off 21s
o t. I return b
¥

. way of.Pine -Grove, Saint
Louis, then home
on.the 22d in tin

that ha' bee blasb the Wo lﬂsb ye 2 I
n in t ars ‘ﬁl Ire m
. ? nsrs

have been robed &
plurdered out of tho
4 : usands. The buildi
ng

onl
¥ cost $3000; its now in ruins.  24th. I a
. am off again

to S cret Di 111% Bl'and 5 Ciby Scales & to bhe !ub&
» » ]

5
2 i l . Alanging my affaua 8 I
2 th DOH'niEU 1 e 4] can 19-85‘6 fOI

the valley, 26
' 3 th, go over to 3
aint Louis, mak
E] ing over my

? ning groun 1] i » L& ) J
clama or mi d d bCh &c to ack ‘hite’ mj

» P
nephe' fra]] Columbus 0}110. He l‘.a.kea m, hce Hitah all

the fmur too ab n a, ees t v to
[:4:] N mme S » el 18 ,& [ i S 3 &- g1 Bi

- ll the pr edﬂ. and to be af
me one halj of a. h Oce- 1 car ull' indus-

trio I i ‘
us, upright & honest in all thing ap
peartaining to m
7

affairs,

NOVEMBER -

Nov, 1st Sat
urda am
» lay. I all day here on the creek

a:'angixlg m, busj..ness ulbh f:iend Hhite 30 a to eave bj
] 3 1

IS e 2nd, Long before day we were
ng down the mountain to Marysville, 60
»

at h ° Mc ‘
2 he e stoo six 18 ge ¢
P 3ol d Ir ()a(:]les in readi
-

in the

miles,

We took the Sacramento

nce < e eame. at wo d
ne in retere C t bh 8t r th t Ul, leave on bhe

following
ag morning,
g2 We now cross the Yuba, th
» then on down the

SRR AT

o

DA AT < AR A g
i 1

AR

peautiful & jevel valley by dark to Bear River, the garden

spot of the valley; rich, wide & 1svel. MNow we pass the

rich ranches until long after dark.
a sweeping blaze 1it up the hori-

fine, ¥We saw the plains

on fire. The dry grass in
jth a glare of light far in the West.
then drive- on crosin,;- the American River,

o be one of the

zon W At eleven we
stop for suppsr,
ento City, which is destind t

& soon to Sacram
It stands upon the

zost beautiful in the western world.
that is deep & gentle with numerous

east bank of the river,
end of

a large depot at the lower

small vessels alongshore;
ut some 20 miles tO Fol-

town for the railroad, that leads ©

som, near the rich diggens in the foothills. At four in

t 'on the steaner for San Francisco. We

the afternoon wWe lef
south'w:u;h so many fine

seanders
ja, one hundred & ten miles.

re off for San Francisco,

ran down the river that
ranches on each side to Benic
About twelve we we.
arf some t.i.mg after twoe.

jrst Hotels in the City.

‘A short stay. :
Then the Whatcheer

reaching the wh
Lth, was

House, one of the £
The ©

own was allve with people moving too &

Election daye.

fro, flags were flying on all the princi.pal bui

parbour. BEvery now & then &

wise on the shiping in the

booming gun from & bright looki
A dense crowd of people at the

ng Brigentine far out in the

polls in each ward,

bay. .
little or no disturbance during the yoting hours, but in
rk
the evening several govere fracases took place. Afver da
M-ZH- et
% I —— -r—‘-yv-’“»::"."‘""_ e AT e

1dings, like-
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ado. Here the masacre took place. 4ll were killed-excé it
Olive, aged 13, a younger sister and brother taken captii
by the apacaws who tock the stock with the little captive:
& huried across the mountains 100 miles to & camp in a small
valley, By this time the ;hildren's clothes were all tor
off, their shoes gone so they were naked. In a few days '
Olive made a small covering for the waist like the Squaws
She, & her little sister 7 years old, dcne all the drudga;'y
such as carying wood, water, &c., for mear two yesars, when
she & the ‘Iit.t.le sister was sold to the Mohave t.ribe’fcr

two horses, two blankets & a few bunches of beads. The
wece taken by their new owners, crosing a high range ofy
mountains in a northwesterly direction scme 300 Jhi;es to a

Mohave vi
vilage where the two was placed as servants in the

fﬂmil [+) bh Ch: e 'hoe W e (=] Hing ,ea!
- - "

was a fa
mine in the tribe, & the little sister died from

starvation |
v a]_.though. during the scarsity, the motherly Squaws |

81 -} ld 11 tha g den 8 ais
yen th chj a ar e to eat but 85111

she weakned
& died. The older one being more strong endured

i $
Bame f&mil 13 2 ud
t (= & h 'jnte was ransomn:
¥ hreﬁ Y ars thi A 2d by GDl

Burke of Fort '
Yuma, who found out by the Indian Traders

: . i 8 re in the tribe. He emplo ed
t e VeSS we uma guid- ]

provided him w
m with blankets, beads, &c., for the purchaze
L4

h a wr iben Old : ve t;hem
er insbruct :mg the chief to g 1
'it up'

- ~196-
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the guide 1it out & ip a few days presented the goods with

order to the Chief., Olive, on sceing the paper, nearly

faintede After soms time the chief accepted the pressnts

& gave her to the guide, who started forthwith, & after 10

days hard travel down the Colerado reachd the garison in

safely.
Angeles, lower California.

After.a fow days rest she left with escort for Los

The legislators of tha State

pave domated $1500 to sducate & restore her to society.

goton her mother tongue, & 8ay3 her first
filthy & nearly naked,

She had nearly for

captures were niserable poor people,

in a desclate place far in the hills. Olive has an uncle in

Gregon who meats & takes her. to his home.

MAY

May begins with a light flurey of snowW. John Lynn kild

Peter Gilman, frem Maumee,

by bank falling at Empire City. .
' James Rider

Chio, kild by the derick falling at Gold hill.

kild by blasting a rocke fron Jefferson County,
17:h, this

Wm McGraw,

y the bank cavinge :

Ohio, kild at Dutch Flat b :
They were both

shoots King.

~ editors & fell out about some editorial matters
f at Rabbit Creek.

fron Sunberry, Obio, kills himsel
The Vigilance comnzittee in San Fran-

At half p@s

‘day, in San Framcisco, Casey ‘
I, I- R°u8h|

22nd.

Two fest of snow falle
¢ ons they werg brot

cisco hang Casey & Cord.

Sacramento street to 2 platfora on a

from their rocas on

el V
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level with the upper story of the building. Cora's face

was covered with a white hankerchief, his arms & lezs cone

find with cords in this position he stood until the signal
was given. Casey, with his head bare, the white hanker-
chief in his hand looked pale, his eyss bloodshot; but

" there was a determination in his countenanca. He spoks a

few words. At the close the drop fell 6 feet & they were

both dead. 25th, The water fails & we qult our claims,
rich enough. Coodby to Poverty Point. 26th, Sam'l Gare
-rett, Wm Stuart & Kelley are to be hung.27 June in SIacra;

mento. Garret for the murder of E. Brickell, whoes daugh-
ter Garrett had stolen away., In a few days he returnd &

kild the father rather than to be outdone. Kelley is to

be oxequt.ed for the murder of Howe, in ccmpany with the

notorious Mickee Free. The ship Stephen Baldwin sails to-

day from San Francisco for Hong Kong with 375 Chinese as

freight. Nearly all the celestials that dis here are taken
hoze again.

~

30th. The West Point Company at Monte Cristo i
the past week took out 400 oz. One piece weighing 75 os. £

The Exchange Co., same place, 200 0z. There is two tunnels

Tun in this mountain over 1700 fest, & ray $20 the day to
the hl.ndﬁ- ‘

JUNE

.The lst the snow is leaving the hills, James Freeland
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gn&. Frank I. Beeler

menﬂm s

At Michigan Bar, Barmes, in

near Spanish Campe e

{ning claim, shot & killed pallon.  bthe

m
dispute abous iion sl fron Roth, on Beaver Creake

w

e Bti‘al;a gold found at Springfield worth $800.
. Alump O

:::l. At French Gulch Denison, o

kld by the banke 7th. A% Indian g 5

111inois, kild. gch. h

a boulder worth §1200. Gth.

g n a gulch on Leskon

Wright, Sulivan & Lwo gbhers
Henry Shoemaker

Seven

Moun-
es 1
ing to the tre .
yere found hanging s had eaten the face & eye3 out
cro

tain; the Kiotes & Charles W.

Thos stuart,
11th, 850 Chinese arive

a
10th, found purdered nsar Shasta,

Iol‘k.
tsburgh He¥ & COey
moomy B j2th. I this &8y sell to RaPP
in the Star Einz. for $3000.

claims
i Eh Tm mming
ay interest in the — oumieville & recvd

D
I cross the hills t0 15th yigilance Comitee,
bit Creeke
Return to Rab

i
ir rooms ¥
ﬁied the
nave fort 0 throughs

$1000.
13th.

Lyth,

in San FranciscoO,

th sandbags
16the

- k3

: 10 feet bigh ;

thrown up for BrestHOr bed by his partner ik
is ro

11 a
y a Mexicad boy atab & ki
s Kelley & garrett is bhunge

OQur neighbour, BisbPs

18th. At Warren Hills

Lo
Spantard. 27ch, In gacranenvOs

snors
scorted the pri
with the ©
A large crovd,

ity guards, e s 1 streebt
tio
ig to the place of ipenr
br
froa the prison '
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A company of Germans
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whers 2500 people were crowded around the bkallow square of
some L0 yards, with the platform & Gallows inm the csnter,
The prisnors alighted froa the vehicle & mounted the plat-

form in company with the Sheriff & the Rev. Mr. Shuck,

their Spiritual adviser, After a few moments their death

warrent was read by the Sheriff. Immediately after, they

stood up & drew off their coats, adjusted their shirt col-

lars; then steped under their respective ropes. Then, with

their own assistance, the long flowing white shrouds were

placed upon thea, bound round their waists with a white

band. Their hands & legs were then tied & the black hood

drawn over the face. The culprits, with a low bow, biding

-all.a final farewell shook hands with the Sheriff & the Rev.
Mr. Shuck, late a missionary from the Celestial Empire.
nooses were then adjusted about their mecks as they stood
upon the platform the solemx‘l service of the dead was then
red in profound silence, & closd with the Lord's prayers,
As Amen fell from their lips, the sharp batchet in the hands

of the Sheriff severed the cord lanching the unfortunate men

into eternity. The prison brig is anchord in the stream

oposite the City. As they were leaving for the place of

execution Kelly handed the following in writing to the Rev.
Mr, Shuck: :
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(DEPOSITION OF WILLIAM S. KELLEY)

in Union, Monros County, Virginia,
%1“°E§§§?ated to Missouri in the fall of *40.
e d ;ha plgins to California in '5h. Mining -at .
gx\;gagprings in 155 with Gecrg:i Wi%ﬁﬁ“' ghgﬁﬂigc%p%e
on oy trial, 1hroug L -
o ae igg%gztw?:h l!iclyzaa Free, that was mining cloi§
g i:qr.hat tims Wilson & Fres proposed to g0 gver
e valley to mine & asked ms Lo accampanylt:a en;;ant-
Carsoni norant of the charastsr of these men lacz g
Bgingﬁsgwent ag far as Lake valey. ka.t hﬁigﬁson r
gi;covered that the o;;éyag‘gi?;t&ogl mfaﬁr Wiacn i,
Jeaving W0 %Ertﬁﬁz ¥:n::t. plainly in their determinai éz:{a
necessaryid he now & hated the traders, thareit:gracabm :
lw;ﬁio:hz?n So tha evening 10th ng_y Wifnt.t}:\g tagle :
g . They were reading av, o :
gegozglte%u%%lzsshot nge through the Tight breast L

e [s) & 8 o el
d ad He t’hen dr pd his gﬁn pu!' u@d Ruoglﬁs 3y who
°

nt him back
n. He overtook & broug i
el totah?;cge‘};ggd'the counter. Rugglesr:hﬁeﬁald’
& chrid ou can have all wa got, Free w]jn_lson then
Gentlemen ¥ es I am very shure of tha;.nve Ruggles
1augh1ngl]iy. I{es shell out your moneg . over.what o
::;r]l.izg tﬁ% he had but 11?13‘@&1;;1;?.20?1 shot Ruggles
back an tood
Btk Ioft Broke At BN i e
de towardd LhT® . Then
it iurnégghlﬁig fi:rl'OPd op 2t dows Enaivgiiﬁlmh a
Bid Free, I will acconidats ¥ Finished the warks 1o
siX & foun
large knife, Five o0 O rcnd vhe body of HOUE U ser
the meantin® ~roC. - §41.50 a8 8 reburs LU, e to out
*35 in go » Wilson begzan cursing &' OI did put he was
&f] t:ipu;gg.of Ruggless ‘]!hr'cmﬁl1 :f.giey and proceeded
e to thne jand to
then went & Wilson plan
quite dead. We ia, Here Free nem while
direct to the ramlie:;: conpeld to ?‘cgompagietghot was
e Qe O e penpt in broad dayliEny:
they made

Su~
e, & I went tO
fired but the dogvor mede hisdeigagcﬁober last, Wilson

arreste turnd
sin valey where Iarpwzssned previons, &bﬁtsg?‘ ug, Now I
A e baz: & testified againstunder sentence of
Svates e¥LEC o on the prison DEE
:r:atﬁr.‘.which takes place Lomor

'(Signad) (WILLIAM S. KELLET)
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Now comes the confession of Mickey Free, one of the mur.

derers, who was executed at Coloma the 26th of Cct. last,

(CONFESSION OF MICKEY FREE)

In regard to the part Kelley took in the murder,
our plan was that Kelley snould go in & remain in ths
- house so that when I had killed one, he could prevent
the other from geting away. George {¥Wil=zon) was to
follow close to me & fire at the other imediately af-
ter I had disposd of mins, I cockd the gun before I
went in. Kelley was at his post. The two men were
seting at the table their faces fronting me, &s I
entered George comenced abusing Kelley & made him cut
Ruggles? throat, After he was dead George gwors that
- Kelley cut the throat while the man Ruggles was trying
to escape, but this not trus. He never touchd him un-

til after he was dead, & then not until he was forcd
to do so. . ‘

. (Signed) (MICKEY FREE).

Now I must give the confession of Sam?l Garrett that
was hung here today with Eelley. He says: '

(STATEMENT OF SAMUEL GARRETT)

On the 23rd of April 1855 I was imployed by decd
Mr Brickell to tend his bar at the hotel. Somstimes
after, his daughter & myself became rather atached to
each other. About the lith of August I was absent for
a few hours. On my return Miss Louise came to me cry-
ing & said her father had whipped her very hard, & that
she had her trunk & all ready to leave as she could not
live at home longer. I told her she must not think of
such a thing she was too young & not capable of taking
care of herself. This was of no use, she insisted on
my going with her. That night we left for Columbia,
wh?re I propesd marrying her, having obtaind her moth-
er's consent two months previously. She remarked if I
would marry her any time in the course of two weeks it
would be satisfactory to her. In one week after, we
returnd to Sacramento where we remaind two or three
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days. N¥ scquentances told ae to keep my guard for
Bricksll would kill me. On the Sunday after owr arival
Brickell atacted 3 wanore I was toarding, at the Eagle
Hotel, Ho drew his weapon & cawling me a dam son of &
pitch, After a tusel & some hard words I left for my.
room, where he soon attacted ma again. I shot. He
'fell'back then rose & cans again, & I fired three times
in quick suscession. Then struck him with the pistol,
knocking him down. I was than arested by the officera,
I did not, kill him through malice, it was purely fear
and to preserve my owa life. I lovd & respectod bimion
account of his daughter. I am very sorry 1 ki].led&hlm.
I thought it in solf defenze, Howsver it is donebl A
Know m? fate is seald. It has causd me much r.rmél ]
I will have to die, but will try & moet thas awf
chanze like a man. My death is a horid thingwto cog-
t.empiate, for I am of {gggecgiglzmpggggg;tgo& ?liﬁ%ia
2., in N
gﬁa?ﬁmb"&gﬁ Eo 'ie:x:as where I left in '54 for giliggr-
nia, where I am to be executed on the gallows this day

for the murder of Amiel Brickell.
' (Signed) (SAMUEL GARRETT)
Carrett was united in marriage to Miss Harriet L. Bricke

3 i att
ell aged 16 on the priscen Brig on Sunday last, & Mrs Garr

£
is the daughter of Amiel Brickell who fell by the hands o

her husband.

JULY

It is now July & we are on our way homes The first day

l where it
to Marysville, then by w2¥ of the Tennesee House

Irdians wes to take place
ent tribes winding

was said a large gacheriag At i

] r
in the evening. We see pands of the diffe : { =
their way down to the grand encampaent, ©F sLaspirE £ )

celebrate
dessignated for the coming festival, which is to

heir beacon
the green fields & plesant weather, Last night %
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::roug,h. The next greatest curiosity is a falen one

e same specious of Redwood. Eollow in the cent Ny
uring 35 feet in diamiter. At times two & three :‘r =
water runs through so a man can row a small boat 1:8:':. for

230 feet, & in
, dry weather a man
can walk upri
ght the same

distance thro
ugh the hollew, A
. portion of the to
P is de-

Cayed b“t the extr ede length 13 450 feet. Ieb anot:her Stands
b, masming 28 feet in diamtver- ThESa are the monster

trees of Califo
I
nia, 20th. One company at Michigan

‘Bluff last wee
eek took out $5200, & the Star Company t
y took

133 0Z3 ¢
g . n pay
oarse Old wa Iﬂ claim 3 %00 to the ba:

» P Il.y at Ne 3da gets 5 0ES bh d ¥
I'OW 103 one C() nea ¥ 0 e AY e

C n 9 t Forest, Cit in ne
hs 1 Ye ! ee Com a (o) da with 8

”n took out ll [+}1:3 O ’ d
: ; 3 ° ne of the coﬂlpanias esterda
Y ¥y 30.

out his claim for $8000,  25th.
murdered by indians,
dead, '

3 Six men on'the' Klémanh
nea ;
rby &4 white & two Chinese found:

26th., Sam
2 . B Thomas, Pat & myself buy mining claim
from Johnston & Br ‘

uce $250. 27th, Coats from Ohio kild !

in the tunnel -
at Spanish flat, 28th, Nine di !
. e digger Indians

from the wval],
e
Yy call to see me, The Hydrolic C '
ompany near

N | ¥
evada, the last ten days
Ll ]

-1
.t ve taken out 30 1b gold dust. i
t

American Hi
Another company l;:l;lzwamiCk e 'in one week took 180 oz.
White & Gardner have t:; . 30th. Qur neighbour Sam Wilson,
with ten mer, Have taj P ik Spring work

. en out $18,220, & the Chicago Company,

AT T L AP

kit S e

Jth 16 hands, 11 woeks $52,500, They ask, for the e

of the ground, §50,000-

JULY ‘
parations are making here

July lst. Sunday & great pre
Oh, but

have a bearl fight on the fourth.
] Downieville

s & Winfry about the mining. 2nd.
3rdo Suit

st cur vilage to

I au sory, for I have to go this day te th

towrt again Daughter
s making good time.
Up the hill we E© £

s a small vilage & sV

o 18 hundred feete
In some of

Off we went om the mule
our miles

aral
One &

again continued fo:; ong weeke
North to Monte Cristo. Here 1

tunnels in the mountain from 12 %

akes to gev through the ria rocke

he hill, A Company

about dark reach

two years it t
these tunnels log
gets. ahead of me here, put I follow up &

Everybod

the big Canyon. v knows what a8 wild & desolate

looking place it is, with

each side of the mountain,

a dense ghicket of shaperell on

entered the darkest’

& just as I
an awful bawl

spot in the cave two infernal Grizzlies with

& a growl sprang from the bush ©
frightened with myself, ¥as PE&T

Up the hill we went like & sreak

¢ime to take ©

Hadent *
1 just 1ay 4%

now & then.
through and kicking,

the sadle with some 8wf

at that.
ul rakes %0

then I could mot hold th

_The mule, aqualy .
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. ville,

hands behind
- bis back, & shot through the heart

Wine, . ‘
e, Here I found my cap, saddle & blanket gone;

T 3 Iy coat
gs & aras bloody. Pants I had nons but the waist.

band
8 & some few strips down the legs. I borrowed b i
ritches

& put u t
p for the night. But no sleep from the scare of

the Bear &
e muls, Lth, I was goon homas & by nine in

th ouring
| ] morning our little town was full of thea naighb
¥ miners who ha
0 d gathared in to Hitness the exibition which
9 c

waa a perfect
failure cn the part of the apimals not arivi
T

Onl ¥ bhe run a 0 the
ing bout of t he Hiners from Oonea Point t
Other W Qur ug]l
hunting Ork 9. or new diggins . Our ne i,ghb H
"

McCandl
ess sells his claim & ditch for $12,000. A light

ahoc t mh kdam ¥ trO"p
3 L] St ° Cl&ir ari 83 'ith °

The Gl atho ) of o p e v
ppe 8 are devow. ‘

The Indians a
- are murd ¥y
; ering on the Trinity & Oregon

Col st
eptoe arives from Salt lLake with his Comuand -

Rudell & How,
e keeping a snall
trad
son valley, was both murdered 11: th s
e

Howe was found on the floor
»

& says

cabin on the 13th.
his head under the table,
fell behind E
(o :he caunter with six shots in the breast;
Pockets turped out,
mon‘ey Eone, 20th,
to the heart,

Goods torn down and

At ;

Ay Placerville Brown stabs Collins
I-ippincott. fought a duel at Downie-

Tevis was a
\ 7"“-“5 lawyer & shot through the heart.
““—v:)
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Liyarn

isns in one day drove

h on Bsar the Digger Ind
ytch then pound

| Burgssaes rac
u imonse puzber of
crushing thef,

grasshoppers into & dry d
felling & carying ayay no less than

ible:‘. A Company &t Iowd hill
Two Chi-

upon tham,
g0 bage of thalr favouriw ed
yith 18 daya' 1abour washed out 417 oas Gold duste

ner River robbed of $1700. The Sno¥ Point Com=
ut 816,000 on Salmeon

Killed Iseac Walge-
4 on the trail

pezen on Feab
pany at Nevada have this geason At.a‘z-mn 0
gh with 8 steel bar
Chio. A pedler robbs
Bennett was kild in
ped of 43000 pear
t ook

River. Peter Crumbau

set froam Holmes County,

of §25. At crawler's flat

his tunnal-
Forest Citye

ston's express rider was ro
iy 5 % tied bim

ang upon hin froa the
o he remaind blindfo
trail robbed of

roadsidel
1ded for some BO

$,00 by vhros KX

Nine men SPT
urse

to & tree, wheT
icaﬂ!-

Hays on the Gibson

' AUGUST ontat
| 11fornia oin® i

is now lyiré e
5 Du‘ich &
nt8

By a Statement 4n the Bulitin the Ca

coind the past moath $1,600,
12 British,

the Bay 65 American Ships,
a gelling up

} Rusians, Peaches & apples &r

Jth. Mr. Thurston & la
orses %ok £right
sding dres

each, p

Polka Flat, their b

i ke SLGST: while the lady's T

od until deade

saddle & she was dregg
tabed & kld Jane?

yesterday Henry Small 2 geful ©°
; ra
1n8 i eubins The cibizens felt :4
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kirdness he

kad
" deae in relioving th
pﬁﬂt. %h. a publie or a
at Inightﬂ fmy.
him 3 stabs.  1ith

i ‘disgra
Three man murdered -at French Bar & :
ona

10th. Be
b sser kills Ig
Zrigg by
givin;

- At
Lry town con Sunday last a band

of Mm ro&em k ed sSoven elsOnSa Took all tha
m p

=onsy & horsea'
t

hey could Eget b@lﬁﬂginw to th

=3 2 vil&ge. In

ni]g
G
mh' mhi HI. Gzeen md a despﬁlatﬂ encountel‘ -ibh a

Grill].y
+ He was h
ant
irg in the woods & can
aag upon the mo
ng=-

@ shapperell
» He fired upox him, wh
» Which gave af-

front, &
» the !
Bear mads at him katching &t
earing Mr,

Green's 'fa off, &
i Ce partl ot him in a
| 34 s . herwisa Eﬂltil&ting
likaly to recover 15th
ahockiug manner not = . A

nugget found
on
Butte Creek welghing 41
ozs,  16th.
. 4

ltllc race
over at G
Tass valley for £4,00 -
: h, -Emerson
»

]

for Steal
% 450 oz Gold dust 8on ten years

A
nugget found at Bairds

v

e

Les over $70C0 a1l by good & substancial men,
¥

A horible affair has Jjust
A man from

§13,955s Judge
yithin the districte.
gaponed 1n El Dorado
) Je A
factucky pamd Icramisa Y.
yith a Miss Susan Howmane
ras man & wife without th
ely a boarder in the famil
gave oceational calls.
- went to the gate

2lth,
County Jjust south of us.

' crain had made soue 8cqud
t to live

intance

Thay had pade agrosacd
o knowledge of the pare
y & soon becazd jeal

ntS.

togethe
(rain was mer
Crain armed hime

ous of another that
gelf with nife & revolver, g cawld Susan
out, asking if she intende she replied

no, would rather die first.

d to live with him.
myhen die you

He responded
revolver

her, then drew his

mst.” He firat tried to stab
Agein

L fired, The ball took effect in the right breaste
e then

1 in the back part of vhe nead. E
11 next d&¥» .when
gaken,

1untary & was
heriff & his

fired another bal

fled to the bushes where he pemained v

He caae out VO
ing to bang Bi® vhe

He confesé the cause wWas
In

hundreds were in searchs

t while the mob was prepar
posse arivd & took him tO jail.
on account of hearing d1sgrace

searching his valise letters we
th fogevher:

ents and friends to bury vhed be
of Midway, ¥

to his daughter Malissa De crain

matter, &°e
robbers ca

25the

Ey with much family
ught & hunde

ranch area, or Dry To¥n
gg :Dlﬂﬁs

weather dry wara & dustys & the 8%

A ;

T



~ ognized by those that new him.

SEPTEMBER
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Septeaber 1st. Mr. Keene & Tunahill went out for a
hunt., They scon seperated. Keene came .upon a la.rger Grisly
conceald in the brush, It made at & caught him. o ome
kz..mws how long they grapled & fought eachother, for it was
some hours before Tunahill found his partner, spaechless &
shockingly mangaled. His face torm & thigh dreadfully
laserated. Mr. Tunahill returned for help. They.brought

bim in on a litter, but he soon died. He was a young man

~ from Washington Co, Texas, 5th. i

The sentence of death
has been past on ¥m. Gregory, for the murder of Robt. Ball.

Execution takes place on the 12 Oct. 10th. The hills

are on fire. What a magnificent sight. This evenirg the

breeze hurys up the cracking flaze, so the green & dry

b
rush bura alike. Nth, Mr. Loving, employed on Goulds

Ran
ch near Hill ferry, was found the other day stored away

i
n the garet of the house, so decayed as to be hardly rec-

i Eock It appears that Gould was
8 .
ock-dealer, & suposd to have conciderable money hid

e a8 ATV VTR, e

about th
. @ presases. During Gould's absence to the moun=
a !

ins with cattle, the robbers broke in & tortured Mr
Loving .
e by gaging & partly hanging him, as a small rope was

about his pe l
out hls meck. This was to zake him tell where the

money wa :
Yy was buried, but he did Lot dfseloss bhe matter. It
is suposd -

o P

they h
i = 1 ung hin until dead, then caried him to the
. e
¥ had given hig a deep stab in the side so as

=186~
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. side cawsing his jmmediate death.

AR R

e et

to be sure he was dead, then 1sft with all the horses baslong=

It was some days after Gould's return be-
12th., Dona-

ing tO the ranch.

fore the remains of the overscer wWas found.

pue accused Manpin with being connscted with a band of

thieves. Manpin {mmediately procured a double-barld shotgun

& said, dam you 1 intend to pub both these charges into _ .

your heart, at the same tipe firing at Donahue, who savd
himself by dodging.

interferd when, Manpin t

His partner, a young m=an pansd Dill
wrnd & shot hinm through the right
15ch. At Volcano, the

Jackson Co found & nugget waighing 53 03. It is said that

is paying 200
Qur

Wheeler & Hunt's claim on the American River
The town of Grass Yalley is burnt up.
17th. Today &bt Spanish
' was killed

0%« the day.
mountains here are still on fire.

flat, Our neighbour, LeZekell ¥right, froa Mo,

a hin, Two more of t.he‘aanchane robbers

|

i

|

'm

by the bank falling © . 1!

eek House ol

caught & hung. 18th. A party at the Rabbit Cr = N
' Creek, Calvin

this evening., Tickets, $10. 20th. On Bear ¥ 1

i

kills Clark, and Spicklin robs
of the plains,

sand dol- $ 3
leave for their Eentucky hones with over Six thou : \

lars. 30th, The head of Joaquin, the great & potorious | \
een sold in San Francisco for only $36.

a grizly at Knights ferrye

Mccambay of $1400.  23ths (,\

uce & Johnston,
This day my old associates Br

Msxican fobber has b

¥r, Greenap kild by

A Y



- they are kild and robd,

In the mine : ; Wnen
news |
< laat

njg °
ate CI‘ k’ fi e l 8 bO 2 us we » £
ht on S1 e v lni €8 a I} 0. gcourse ?

p b
one &mu tent bv the Sida Of trhe crEEk’ & the Snpﬂﬁd Mex-
ro s had Sli y
e te er them’ then with v ugh
the canvass ‘mtil 6 out of the ; was dead, then robd the

dead bodies of some $1200 in dust &
i coin.
re found in their bloody gore.

with his dead companions,

This morning they
One was yet alive lying

Oh, such a horible sight, I am
’

ant
L+] ¢ the like B ino 1
p e Of

poor beings
with cuts & stabs all over the bod
y arms &

legs. For ¥ y
- all
g these Chinese pay a monthly tax of six dol
ol=
lar State for the privalege of working th
e mines,

they are ar
ove from £
: place to place by e ‘ ; i
verybedy, whites {

Indian &
greazers
» until they get away in a by pl
acs then

s

10t
hung on the 26th for the murd e SR S RRARATEN, B0 B
murder of Miss N
ewuan, and Micka-

rﬂl for tha
murd fian
Boyce drew his ity Gy Bowas 11th, At N
ist i evada
miners. 121—,11p °L & sbot Coffuan dead; they were both
» Three of th

caught in e suposed Chines

1n Marysville, & pass up to e murders

Digins whare they - Slate Creek, or Sears

will be
Put on trial for the murder of

R O el e e
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13th, This morning meny of us left our

the 6 Chipamehe
At ten the vilage

york & went VP to hear ths Mexican trial.

of St Louis was full of people. Three more greasers were

raken on guspition. The whole six was then tied & put in

e Star hotel, with a strong guard around
ers going in to kill them. The mob

hem before a Jury of 12. They.

nto the prisnors room to hear

« then not half

the upper room of th
to prevent escaps or oth
deranded the right to Iy t

were soon sglected & gent up i
which began & lasted all da¥

the testimony,
goes on until late when

through. 14th, Sundsye The trial
read to the crowd from the portico of the
not sufficiently strong Lo €00~

e & let them
ey lefts

the procedings was

building. The evidencs was

vict, so the voice of the crowd was to liberab

run. Which wss done with 8 shower of pbats as th
15th, A Company &b Michigan flat on saturday last ook out
ighing

130 o3 dust. 16th. A nugget f
118 ozs, valud at $1800. 17the
ospacting gour ¥
tg on the Yubae

ound at Casp Sico w3
\ir. Hapleford, George &

o Monte Ccristo,

myself leave on & PT
Next day back ¥

then 7 down to Gocdhue

cl‘isbo whera the t.unela run into the @0

PaY from 10, 15 an
ut for the #@ahoo disziﬂse
ng put 4ry ‘ped=

d 20 dollars a day

These mines ars rieh,
a2 new

to the hand, We now set ©
haft & £ind pothi

place where we sink & deep 8
£ the moon.

rock 30 fest down. PIRA roval eclipse ©
25th, A ruffin by the pname of Skinnet snaychd 2 pistol
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‘nemen robd of $2000 by four white men.

from a bystander & drove four balls through Capt Powoll's
breast, We hear that Wilson and Hudson, with a faomily, ‘
crosing the Siskiyou mountain was waylayed & all kild by
Indians, Fourteen Chinese camps on ths Yuba has been robd
of $20,000, 26th. In the Nevada Tunnel a lump of Gold
& Quartz found valued at $6000. 27th,

has paid aince the 17th of May §46350.62,

Iowa hill tunnel
Four cattle

30th,
The weather is dry & the hills still on fire & have been

thieves caught & hung by the mob at Hills ferry,

for some 3 weeks or more,
NOVEMBER
We are all busy in the claims until the 8th, when
Mickiefee was hung for the murder of two men, and Crain
from Lexington, Ky., for killing Miss Newman, & some Chi=

loﬁh. Five inches

of snow, Our meighbour Kiote dies. We are in our claim

making ten & 12 dollars the day up to the 20th, when Charles
Gibson is kild by the bank falling. Charles Scott & Theo-

dore Snow kild by Indians. '
75 feet deep, -
Brickell.

Titas webd found dead in a shaft
Sam Garrett to be hung fer the murder of

John Gleson at Forest City kild by r.he bank fall-
ing. 25th, Col. Richardaon, Us S. Harahall at San Fran-

cisco was shot through the heart by COra A, Gambler,

26th. We are in the clains, Harlow, the murderer of Saith

=120~
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mountain,

pear my cabin is caught in San Framisco & just brot up.
The month onds with snow, Sam Thomas and myself with a
rocker in the laat four weeks have taken out 86},0.‘ The

largest’ daya_work 4 oz or §72.

DECEMBER
‘The first week it rains & snows everyday. We can do
The 2d week about 8 feet of snow falls.

12th,.

but little.
out 7 oz $120,

and he leaves for the States.

We get
This day I pay friend Musser $500
Every day it snows up to the
20th, but we stick to our claims makilng fifteen & $20 the
day, and so on until Crismas, the 25th, when there is 7 feet
26th. 28th &
Measuring & recording Claims on the side of the Ball

snow on the ground. Two feet more falls,

29th,
30th is Sunday.
a rich reward perhaps to hundreds while thousands have worked

31st winds up the year with
equally hard & are just where they began, with nothing. How-
ever, I must say the growth of the State is wonderful. The
past two years the valleys are filling up with civil & in-
dustrious farmers that raise abundance of produce & stock

for the market. To show the country is becoming more & more
éivilized, only 53 private murders & 'Slé hung within the State
the past year, Killed by officers in discharge of their ~
duty, 10; Killed in fights at gambling tables, 8; by Tax

Collectors, 6, Killed in fights about mining claims, 12;
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. 2,th, Sanuel Garrett at Sacramento.

Justifiable homicides, 17; by Indians, 32; Robbed & murdered
)

AT

16. Here follows, in part, the convictions for murder begin

ing the 10th Feb last: Em. Les, at Los Angeles, 17th, James
Webster, at Marysville. 25th, Sixtold Pete, at Soncra.
-Harch ?th John Blake, at San Francisco. April 13th, Stephen
Marsh at Shasta. June 15th, Alex Bugby, at Jackson. Ost.
30th, Escober & Joaquin Sabada, at Sonora. July 29th, Jazss
Freelgnd at Auburn._ August 25th, Jeramiah V, Crain at Colo-
ma. Sept.}Ot.h, Mickey Free & Alex E, Higgins at Shasta.
Nov. 20th, Pedro, an Indian of San Jose. HMcCarty of Sonora.
e g Dec 21st Soberano at

¥, at Sacramento. 27th, John
Roberts at Washington. Many Mexican robbers & cattle thieves
have been ghot. during the year, &.no account taken of them.
Thare has been many Chimese murdered & robd along the rav-

ines, and nothing said abo
- about them either. So e

) » nds the -
Pifty-five. _ 8 year

2192«
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" at Lansonville Doct. Webste

-JANUARY, 1855

January begins clear & cold, with 8 feet of snow on ﬁhe
level. Neighbour Vandenburg invites me to dine with him, a'
wine & oyster 8uppers 2nd. A ligbt shock of the earth,
and ona of our public buildings puld dewn, ‘The forepart of
thirmonth 1 have nothing to note that will interest., Stormy
yeather with 10 feet snow on the ground, Little can be done
but drink & gamble. Hlo strapgers are coming in consequence
of snow & bad weather. The latter part of the month more
favourable. . I lay off & record 30 claiams for people & dig

out $80 for myself.

FEBRUARY
1 am busy in the xn-i.ne:ssf Doing walle. Weather favour=
able, water 'plent.y & miners in generai roling out the duste
Smith & co, at French ravine the past week have washed out
345 oz, Francis Fisher kild in a tunnel at Bigler diggens.

My new neighbour, Mrs. Roscester dies & we bury her in the

snow., Henry L. Brown killed at Liberty Hille Tom Wymell at

long Bar. John C. Leeman & Thos Lynch at Fosters. At Nevada

Solomon Flanders shot & kild James L Leavis. Feb. 25th,

r & a fellow paned Cris disputed
over a game of cards. Doc shot Cris in the knee with a pis-

tol. Cris shot Webster in the left pbreast. He died. Har=’

low, that kild Saith near my cabin, 18 gentenced to be hung

-193~
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AUGUST 17th - 30th
J.Sthf Bedfast, 19th,
vilage of Saint Louis burns uwp. Sixty
sons lost,

Sick,
Derangg.d ] Tha

houzses .& two pere
20th. Lyons kills Werk,
Maine found dead on Dry Creek, 2lst.

mear the Mi
ssion, 22nd. A spacimen found on Poor Man'g
creek weighing 32} ozs, 23rd 24th,
A3 t .

Same. 25th Ka
- Ener, Day & chera 1ea'
26th, Cold wind, e for Illinois,

sﬂﬂiﬂy -

W. Ho Burmstt from

Heavy frost,

One man kild, another robbed.
Two miners murdered by Spanyards,
beat to death at the dance house,
bave taken out only §$79.,

27th.
28th, Girl

30th. This month I

SEPTEMBER

Septenmber l
Ist. This afterncon our neighbour, Hartin

R
YEZ, & young map from near Bostsn
s

accidentally shot hime-

self
in carelessly setting down his gun

- :
shot entered. his right side 2nd
are ¢ 7 . :
cuing jin, 6th, election day,

@oon & the hillg on firg
at tae Custom houge to see
Kanika Strumpets,

A heavy charge
A fine time, full
can heiffers, china bands, &

411 in the trade of rus & ruin, .
Co, . |
°. $§2100 Provisions,

¥o buy froa Cagy g 15th,

lﬁth. Four fam-

x

4 epan kild & robbeg

The emigrant trains

I am daily in the mines, evenings

s

i

i

-

s

'together & covered with blankets.

" lies the bones of .the unfortunate diggsers.

S
el

jlies masacered by Snake jndiens on the Oregon Trail near

Fort Boise. They wers emigranis from the States, Eight

gen murdersd, four ladies.&. saveral children prisnors. Wage
gons burnd, stock kild & taken away, Next day the bodies of

the men found, & boy of 12 years yet alive, 17th, A Mr.

Swift of Stockton was murdered. The robbers entered his
dweling in the night % with a bar of iron broke his scull,

18th., James Kenady from Penn-

robbed the house & left.
sylvania hung himself near Cold Spring..
104,96 Chinese have landed at San Francisco,

The past six months
20th, The

bodies of two men were found near Volecano. They were lying

2211d.
g more provision, quick

I leave for

Marysville for the purpose of buyin
silver mining tools, &c. On my Wy d

ranch sew where the two Digger indians h

own, & near the Clabord
ad been hung for mule

h
stealing, A fragment of the necktie is still hanging to the

in the sink of an upturnd tree,

limb & a few paces below,
We drive on down

23rd. Our stage is roling

to the Oregon House for nighte.
of Indians,

Near the valley we pass squads

down.the mountain. _
sgeds, & ketching

hering acorns,
reach the Western hous
aining tools,
loads

mostly squaws & children, gat .

Long before night
Buy $800 worth provisions,
25th. The pack train
Fare $16 for 60

grasshopers.
Marysville,

clothing, &c., for the wintere.
26th. Leave in the stagee.

2hth.

& starts,



%.
k
mil |
es, In |
g two days the donage comes, $160 fraight
OCTOBER 1st ‘
Loga ' |
J gan is sentenced to be hung the 3d of Mo
or the- - -
‘he murder o_f Edward Fennel at Coon Holl = |
: : oW, j
L OCTOBER 2nd ' 2
» Spauldi t |
: ng murdered by indians on Nelson Creek |
_ OCTOBER 3rd e § |
rants B i
" 'erEmigy A from the plains are passing down. The sto !
or. M i y =5 <
o et en are thin, dusty, sunburnt & ragg .d
a L Ee |
eh ¥ these that several have been murdered h ;
2 on t ]
oy ogte on the Colerado & near the Pim e
X ’imos vilage b
qﬁnut at caried off women & chiidren with y'
¥ of stock, So : ey |
. me £ |
LA T ew emigrants had perished for :
o the great desert Only two
= . watering i
i miles, & a great portio :
o a of that through 3
%

OCTOBER 5th

B

SR

Two of uy partners,

:

Ri
chardson & Lowery sell out for

i TRl

o
$Ee

$1500 each to Mingel & Yancey

PEE

OCTQBER 6th

The road
8 lined
mules, h €d with long trains
*%s leavy laden, of poor-looking

All goi
Dg up the ridge in the direction

of Hopkins, Poorman, & Nelsoa Point.

CCTOBER 7th
se are like wild geess on the move

cumé.lated wealth in the way of mining tools,

The Chine south.. Each

pan loded with &ac¢

old-clothes, crobars, & guney sacks, Thess

heavy bootSs,

14ke all others ccming to the mines, must learn

poor belngs,
o & fall of bedrock, color of

the ropéa, apd study ths ris

dust, the character of cemsnt, distription of Quartz, &

water-worn pebble & boulders. Then the art of digging or

sinking a shaft, run the drift, or ground sluice, build a

e or ditch, saw lumber,
A11 these, and mpuch more, are
gelf with

flume, cut a rac blast rock, build

dazs, & turn the River.
necessary to 1earﬁ before a man can mine for him

any hope of successS.

OCTOBER 10th

With others I am supeaned witness at the Downieville

Court, We set out on the rough & hateful ¢rail erosing
down the big

he ridge,

Slate Creek, up to Port Wine, over &
now down the

hat long hill to craigs,

canyon, then up t
hat long . horable

slide to the little Kenyonm, UP again t

&
steep to the point & Eurekd, then Goodhues ranch, Yuba
Downieville. ' '

OCTOBER 11th
The suit continued & pack we E0°
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OCTOBER 12th
Just after reaching homs, two stout men, Smith &

_ Harlow were choping saw logs & from soma cause unknown to

us, Harlow drew his ax & gave Smith a tap on ths head

driving the skull in, & after he fell gave four more with

the pole of the ax (this was done within 200 yards of oy

eabin) then drew the body off a little distance. While

in the act

of covering it with brush Tom Tregasky, a

meighbour in search of stock, came sudenly upon him, but
did not let on he saw the corpse,

So he quietly rode off
& gave the alarnm,

We all ran to the spot but Harlow was

gone & there laid Suith, yet wara, with two or three brush

thrown over him, the chips & leavs somewhat staind. 3o

Was the pole of the ax with hair,

Harlow had fled t.d the
shaperall,

To search was but of little use,

evening of the 13th, while burying Smith,
near the grave,

but on the
Harlow came up
Some gave chase,

them the dodge & left with a smart
revolvers,

but so near dusk he gave

wound from one of the

OCTOBER 14th

A reward of $300 yas wade up by the miners for the

aprehention of Harlow, the murderer,

OCTOBER 15th
S i
uiday. o men blasting rock at Sears badly hurt,

=168
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:
on x'ed 80 i,t had to ba b&ken Off. Ths doﬁ-

with a butchers
. d to opperate wit
i{nstruments ha

tor having no

Noither of the men is expected to.survive.

gav & Imife.
OCTOBER 16th _
By atatemez.xt in the buliten 13020 passanger;l;::e
arivd by sea the past pine months, & departures s

leaii 26;“ Df tlhis Il'umber over 1 000 are chinese
3 L]
ng *

CCTOBER 17th
James Phenix on Russian

e lassoed Phenix &

was yet alive dis-

Demas, an indian, murdered

h
river. Demas was caught & confesd

i he
dragd him over & mile., Then finding

mhief. The
mounted & strangled him with his own pes pix, but merely
not at all angry with e
indian sald he was & hung by the

taken out
Kild him for divertion, He was goon &«

citizens,

OCTOBER 18th - 31st
ancisco,

000 & left.
gambling table.
the Coast pear Point
st with 163,000 in
& sing the Summer
' in

nas forged bonds
JOhn IOI‘k
The

Meigs, Comptroller of San Fr
& City Serip to the amount of $600,
the

killed McMicle by stabing him av

st on
Steamer Yankee Blade has been 1o

d, 150 10
Conception; 800 persons on board,

w birds that chirP

. The fe
coin., 1g9th 20th.

A Young man,

e L]
song are leaving for the valey
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blasting a rock at Warren hill, the chargs went ci‘fr drivi
ng

the tampering rod through his head,

up woed, 2Znd. It is said that Carlisle & Co., at
5 L8]

Downieville, took ocut last weelk 30 pounds of Gold dusg

Turner & Co., 10 1b., Oharo & Co., £500 p

er day, ¥alls &
Cc., 6 0z. to the hand,

Cne lump of 12 o33 found. Light

‘rain & snow,  27th, 4 large Grizzly caught at Wniskey

diggings & sold for £200 to

For_bes town Company to fight
on Sunday week,

30th. I leave again for Marysville *
the Abott House first night,
sonvi.lle, Dry Creek & so on, down to the valley. In the

two days I have met 79 loaded waggons
3
for the mountains,

3lst, On my way by Hane

286 pack mules, all

.HOVBIBER 1st

3 _
am at the Western House in Marysville whare I stay

for one ' i
Pyl veek & during this time haye visited the Little
Te, & all other Places of amusement & easy access,

the 3a
loons, New world ang China dens. By this time the

week is gone with a fifty dollar slug

7 NOVEMBER g¢h

Tais morning taye the stage for home
?orbea Tow, which is 4O miles ’
quite a numbep .

by way of
On our arival thare found

of i ; :
P2opie t}aat bad come in to witness a

bull fight ¢p, '
4t Was to come off hext day, so I stayed to

=170~

2lst. Y2 are goting

w amerm
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gee the erowd & performance.

NOVEMBER 9th
A largse coral had been thrown up with heavy logs &
geats in tiers after the Spanish stile, Inside stoed the
iron cage with & slab-s
the back, awful big feet,

igins & 8
was caught at Whiskey D
Bazides being confind in the cage,

To his honor, the bull, a bulky
: e outside secured

ided Grizsly somevhat rounding on
& head like a tuffalo czlf. He
old to the Company, a8 I

stated before for $200.
he had a 30 foot chain.
the Southern plains stood on th
y taking his breakfaste.
with all his tacklins, w2

om
beast fr By ten the ecrowd

to a saplin, lazil s brought

was seated. The bear,
pear the centre of the enclosure.

oduced to the ring, whili 4
{de-spread horns. On his ap~
_ ed
ruin, who appeard kst R

r who soon began @ i
sly to

out & tethered to a stump
Presently Mr., Toro, was intr
riata or long lariett to his w
proach he cast a shear look on
at the sight of the Spanish custoz€

céused gris
& scrape with a gore in the ground. This

The next w23 foske), 18
on & heavy gravel

driviog bis BOFDS
At this tize

rise & swell up with hair B o0

: - 1ing motd
strength of his chain. The rat

w1l who gave @ 1ung®

and killing s
on the creeke

gave insult to the b

near a foot into the Grizly,

r my beae
the stage came along, & I 1eft fo

£ e

e S N
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NOVEMBER 10th ‘= 30th
10th. Obrine & Thomas was bhung for the murder of
Deming & Porter,

1th. St. Clair kills Loerick, & a
mexican woman,

keeping a tent by the roadside, was pur-
. dered & robbed,

12th is Sunday, Heather lovly,
13th,

The miners are tuabling down trees for vinter

wood, 14th. Geese fly & wolvs hewl, 15th. A young

Not one in the crocwd knew

Two Chinamen murdered in Azerican Val-
ley by Spanyards, One caught & hung,

Woodliff fights a duel with rifles,
through the head,
flour, pork, &

man from Missouri dies with us.
his pame.. 16th,

18th. Kewen &
Woodlif{ was shot
19th Sunday. I bot from Hickman

sy L0 the ant of 3#50. 20th to 3Cth,

re nothing to note but the banging of thres Indians at

Cresent City for the murder of A, Folush, & at Kelsey dig-
gins, the four Companies have taken out this month 110 1b

Gold dust, & report says in the Buckeye Tunnel, at Forest

8ix men in 18 months have taken out $126,000, The
largest day's work during this time,
Yankee Compa;ny,

out §75,000. La

73 oz and the Live
adjoining the Buck Eye in ten months, took
Fgest days work, 56 os.

DECEMBER 1st - 31st
Decenmber begins with the execation of Jack Roach, a

Ong-¢

yed gambler, who murdered Horing of Mariposa. He was

=172~
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taken et

from the Jail & hung by the mob. 2nd. Large nug%

| Ccalaveras by one Perkins from Lexington, Ky., weigh-
Uﬂ m . 20.

" 60 pounds & 20 off. for the quarts, valued at $28,9

ing 160 PO

he Lexington $10 the
: e great partie at t :
I was at the gr g e

9thl
couple. Two Digger Indians fought here.

i was hung for the murder of friend Blaisdell.
Missour

pexican fandango & the whole neighbourhood is on
15th, A4

r d.
Clouds of wild Geese are passing Westwar
ey 18th, Hugh McCandless,
: 19th.

kand,
17th. Sabath. Music & danecing.

our or $7500.
peighbour sells his claim & ditch for 5
]

20th, I have
I am all day measuring & recording claims.

round & wa-
trial before me for the right of mining g

. I meas-
21st Mrs. Price dies. zznd
ter prilalegs. - . . .
ure 7 eclaims & three puilding lots 23rd
& record mining .

for the right of mining ET

Another trial before me & Lowell the lawyer

ok
24th. Chicago burns the old record book,

Cheissas dull & gloomy throué
grom Columbus, Chio, in
red up & purse with 7

5 hsman.

der of Let
victed for the mur

0zs Gold dust. Les con 30th.

Cree
29th. Anderson dies at the Rabbit
waeks the following
Jame

hout e
gets maried, 25th.

26th. Light rain. Mr. ¥heeler,
coning up the trail to my cabin, pic

k House..
‘have been execu.ted‘

Within the last two S

s Logan and '?‘ _
Wm OBrimne. o
J. W, Estess 1%

HoV.:
the State in
by authority of . .

In HumbOldt ]

Lopsley in Eldorado Countye.
Contra Costa, H. H. Maurale
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Tanalama, on
» on the 8th, Robt Bruce & his thres o
Ssociates

in pris
on for l_:lfe. 31st. BRain, snow & thungd
8re Johne

ston ki
1ls Montgomery with a knife, The peopl
Pie ssize hin

t:,' conm&hng b e g @ e '18
d x:} hjm ef(}r ]I.[ ht Thlee ms ') Da 3

McDonald, &
ks risdspa-t ks Passing up the trail through Rock
P by robbers firing upon them. MeD ay Can-
» HecDonald &

Sparks fell 4
ead, Davis kept fighting with pistol &
o knife

until three wer
e dead. The other is still living, hi
» his nose

shot off, & conf
onfesses the
: y bad just kild six
& Chinsmen,

T

~ 413,000 the robber E. Ce Griffith,

D b /A

JANUARY, 1855.

January sets in with a2 tremendious gust of wirnd, turning

erlook cur digsins & ons comzs

up soze large trees that ov
On the

How rain then snow.
Lthe

down across Rodahaven's cabin.

3rd. Hore

ad, Two feet deaps Tyo more feete
§th. Six fest sno on tke

poderate, with 20 inches.
¢ St Louis.  6th.

Frank Willet kild by a stab a
clouded snow from the .tall pines.
gth, It co=28-
ne fraze building,

The

ground.
7th

wind is driving the
8th,
the welght breaks down Iy fi
10th, At Volcano, Macy with &
The mob took % hung his 1B

en the w0

is Sabathe Two feebt more snoWe.

thick & fastj
damage over $100 or moree

bowie nife killed McCalesters.
They left bim suspended betws

Next morning dug 2 hole
with a dense fog upon

one hour after.
traes for the night. under & let

bim drop in. = 15th. More plesant,

the heights. One of our putchers found dead mear the dance

house, It snows every day until the 20th. Iafever's grizs-
Qver one®

1y bear breaks his chain & makes for the hillse

ugh the deep sno¥e

He fall into 2 d
the Treasurer of

robbed of

hundred men are in chase thro
haft

dogs badly hurt. in the scuffle. aep

& is kild.  2lst. Is Sabatbe Heslep,

Toulumne County, Was gurdered in bis office &

caught and hung by the =99«
from Sears offer the packers 3

=175~
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- one day, took out 8} 1b.

provisions, 5 miles. They ask {250 and get it, 24th,

A weeting of the miners was cawld to revigs & maks pey

laws for the district., At ten in the evening a ssvars.

shock of the earth with distant thunder.  25:h,
of quartz & gold found at Soncra valued at $1s00,

A luzp
Angth-
ér at Montazuma, 6 pounds. The Company at Shaws Flat, in
30th. V¥e begin a2 mow tunnsl

Our neighbowr Jones kills Richay instantly

with a revolver,. Jo Cooper kild by the bank faling at
I-ong -Baro

in .our claims,

FEBRUARY

A large gathering of the Mipers to eleét Recorder,

I was their choice 8gain. The steamer Pearl blows up at

Sacramento City killing 70 Persons. Qur Doctor Samuels,

froa Lake Washington, Mississippi, died, Rain & snow,
4th, At Batesville op the Klamath,

Moran, from Chio,
kila Craigg with a nife,

then tired to escape. He was
caught, & the meb took him from the
forthwith,  1s¢p,

Chilanos were hung

Sheriff & hung him
At Contra Costa one Mexican & two

or stealing cattle.

They begd hard
for 1ife but up they went, 20th,

The Hazel Green Com-
Pany at Iowa hil) divided

by four men,
with 8 hands,

$11,350 tayen out in fifty days
Another tunpe} alongside pays $2000 a week
A Company at Auburn ip runing a tunnel

Sh— s -176- e
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] end
19 inchsa; the hacd from wrist to en

21st. At Serd Fill, Webster,

mining ground.
f£ight about
od dn A 05 22nd.

4p of the forensads

of the fingseT 15 inches.

o & Anderson was kill
ine gulch Hart & Co 5

Bie
113

urd a nuggeb worth £1C0.
2 ay last, took
hbour Chattell, at Gibscan oR Saturday
pur neighbo : o
$1800. At ths sams place on
out .

Rain and snow to

Dazage OVer
& vele
with sand & grd & i WS

hts;
ay there wore 13 St

the 28th, then our
the cause bad whiskeye.

ma £ill up
T 6 miles above V3, T

(<]
$000, At Pins Grove, 11 ¥illard in & drunkes

quarl.
kespors of & gnall inn ki
MARCH
2 ral
March lst the first hsavy

Qur pei
rutned; over $5000 gone ine March, froa KVes
: I. R. h
of a tree. the 15tk
by the fall Lt snows SYETY day up tO

ot on the levels

nt.il'.ly

pour Jobnson 1s K114
en kills Tim=
when

n & our flume 18 €

mons at Shasta,.

there is from 9 to 11 fe

We have 8 men

Hiller
H'e].lo

" hired to work one claim that pays

found dead on his claim.

he
‘latter part of the month, W

hands
bave to dischargs all oW

For the first we ”
or ]
gins ours being all ou® of

600
sailor boys, takes oub $1

s wbd g,

e s e e A, T S b



falls so 7 % 0‘1 |
: the trees are hanging full, & the B Roun

E .
tain range have a gloomy appearancs : o

: 1 5
™™o feet falls & so until the 5th is Sunday,

20th,  ¥2 sse the sun

for the fi
 1irst time in 10 days. There iz now 1
ow 10 f2et snoy

on the level
& the brightness of the sun o : h
% the white s
. SUPw

r 4

Yield from -
: p!_ly Tume:a:h:an of dirt at Iowa Hill was §687. 30th
s wrt:1365 I borrowed to buy one nining clain.
Rerinledlas :othing to me. So much for Speculaﬁi

. he 18th of May next Isptha March is ::

be hung in
Sha
crmnto. nclﬁco’ & Hilgate in

May 1st nx
3T, Si
érate & we erra Mountains, The weather i
See quite a number of Chi 8 more mod-
nem

trail,
en winding up the

. This event
ng a total eclipse of the moon

Two Ch P
; inemen on Slate Creek shot by 7 ,
A Ot by the de Ly
Sheriff f
refusing Pay tax §4 the month 7th i
3 « Daughters of

Winfre hav at Do
¥y @ a sui Wniev
t
ieville for the right of
of mining

Suit called & 85t out for the seat
9th, R continued, Three murder
. . eturn hone, 10th

blOOd.y fight at the *

claim & ng
- ; ne of us are witnes
of Justige, ity ses & we

trials on hang
13th., Sung
». unday,
dance he .
= use, Chicago
Press office sends to tho.ninf-

bu:!.ldings burn y

In the mines.

B T L

it e S

e

¢ taken from our 1ittle district the past

1700 0% gold dus
Nest

yesk,  15the A large Grizly kild near the Yankes.

& our neighbour Mead stab
the begining of winter; over 3

gnow is fallinZ just 1like
Dark & cloudy until 25th, when peigh-

The weather fine noW.

s two men, then runs off, 20th.

fest since yesterdaye
The snow

bour Norman dies. 30th.

is leaving the side hills & points.

JUNE

The first week is warm & We have & concert

one horse race,

e waggons with provisions.
g down

Auction Sale. Pat

lecture in the vilage;
Garsty ecabin burns up. Six larg
Flour falls to.twelve dollars the hundred, & paef come

Fourteen Indians comes up from the

to 25 cents the pound.
o the Chicage Glaims

Zack Taylor sells his interest 1

Yuba,
for $7000.
One man robd of §700.

of miners, Mexicans & Chin

ung Grizszlies caught &t the dead wood

sﬁnda}ro

15th. The
Lat imores,
I pust bere

Two YO
The vilage 18 Tull

10the
Southern mines

ese.
Jordans

Shaws flat,

Kk took out $11000.
ar Murphy's

are paying well this 222800,

tunnel., Four men in one wee

give a short diseription of the big trees ™
Canp. 1In the Redwoods thare 1

One 'is fallel
g a ted pin alley o8 the

is 31 feet 6

on 60 acres of grounde

=g & bha
imeter 30 feet & 6 inches jnches

trunk, The next, standing neardy

& Temperance

e : -3
e R - SR



" whistle,

G.mel'.el, surrou.ndEd fh st by s@ting poles, 6 or 7 Ie@t high

interwo
ven with bark & green boughs from the t
rees

forest, of the

Each
= Indian dresses according to his o
gant notion of paint, feathers &e B

Ear an
legs decorated with bells d nose ornasents,
»

of 't fincy da bones & rattlers, while scas fey
ncers have the tail of a horsa
or muls gge

Qf his clout 8tr apo IOWM d3 euenj-ab .

" files of the
red men came
pouring in from ew
‘ er

naked & drest, ¥ direction,

The
Squaws loaded with baskets of acorns
L]

e
greens, roots, rabits & grasshopers

S For the feast a fire
in the centre of the enclosure & we pai :
e paid fifty

cents to get ip
« When the wariors began to circle round &

the band s
truck
4 monotonous sound with bone
s, castanstts &

The dancers b
egan with t
dr he dead
um, keeping time the song, ha ha h ad beat of the Indjan
’ i ha

‘most out Bf breath, until they were al-

Th
en all sat down to hear fromz the lips

» then i
Perhaps tj11 morning wh mclns for a time, & feast again
when they ret
ire to the o

or
shade trees for -— uter bowers
.

mer
its ang Social fandango

; es.
88810 to hear theq 6th. At the camp ground

sing &
£0 on with the feast. In gather-

E— =1en

e m———ea

P SETT— T

caried ©

i e i

ing acorms they have a large cone-ghaped basket which is
n the backs of the Squaws, fastned by a band runing

across the forehead. The acorns are gathered from the

groud & thrown over the shoulder into the basket, caried to

made into paste or mush to eat.

casp, dried, j:o_u.nded & then
ick, & grasshoppers.

Roots are dug up by aid of a pointed st

sometimes caught by firing the grass to
Sometimes they mix

are disable them,

this is all done by Squaws & children.

vedgetables, WOrmsS, grashopers & acorns all tgget.her, pound

thea in a mortar, mix & bake in the ashes, or throw them in-
a water tight basket & boil by puti
ter, then eating by diping in the finge
I now leave the ranch and make for

7th, Found all right a day or two Ires
od wages to the latter part ©

ng hot stones in the wa-
rs, so each gets his

share. my home in the

hills.
in the ¢lams making go

t began work

f the

high chimney in one cormer

month built cabin thres logs
nd two sacks flour thres

bunk in the other provision on ha
pleces meat & bag of beans.

" NOVEMBER 1lst - 30tB

ngs, 12 miles off, v
24, Returned bY

Visit Scales diggl o see friends
Thompson, Bruce, Alexander & Johnson
way of Port wine & Spanish £
Rodgers one mining claim for $150.

ing up wood, others preparing the

lat. 3d. Sell to Forbes &

s5th, 1 bave men get=

mines for worke

~181=



AT S P A

6th.  The bird
e 3 are in e=all flocksg & move off to
eYe 7t.h.r Dark day, Evening still ik

Our tunnel falls in, 8th Wolves howl,

The Spanish pack tn o aig

ppreach .of storm
IOth. mustary. 5 gth-

_ 21l heading dowmvards at the a
Rain & snow,

= Spring, 12th
o eavy shoc
down comes the backwall & part of th e et
20th. Twent .
-1
ity ¥-1ive hundred dollars is offered for th k
’ Saleido, chiep of the Oregon t i,
all of Clay County, i
iphan {n Mexico, wag
- Jackson,

chimney fell in,

21st. Alex
Miss
ouri, formly an officer under Done

stabed to the h
eart
Calevaras Couaty. by a Maxican at

$16 each ror Thanksgiving ga
Yo
Sawpit gulch, Weighing 23
In one week Looney & ¢o
b ]

gold, 25th,

Turkeya are gelling at
23I‘dc
0338, 24th. At French gulch,

With 7 men to
. ok out 700 oz
Heay : 038 fins

A lunp fourd at

an
d our neighbor kild at Spanish

28th. f Mexican

. 29th. Eight
°f us get on a apree & buy 36

inches of snow falls, I

— =152~
ﬂﬂ"ﬁ“%

———— e

asmaz o

s

_work so on to ths 8th,

e S T S RS i e

e 3w

DECEMBER lst - 30th

Dec. lst. This day & gensral turnout with the mimers,

& tear out Smiths dam ot the head of his ditch. 2nd, In

the evening s the great metior that 1it up the sky & burst

Roport like distant thunder. 3rd. I hada
He susd me for mining

southward.

lawsuit with Morton &% Saint Louis.

claim. He lost, with 3200 costs. I employed Judge Leo as

counsel for $25 and the treat for the crowd cost me $27. Re-

turnd on Sunday. Ltha
when the Sheriff from Dovnieville

Homa on the creek. S5th, At

cams and arested twelve of my neighbours for tearing up
The past week forty others followed up to be

Smith's dam.
gth. All of Downieville the

witnesses & sos the result.
Drink & carouss. . 10th. Light

Suit called and continued for
& many

County seat for Sierra.

rain & snow upon the heights.
gambling hell-hole,

next term, This appears to be 2
s Purdys grand raffle for

are engaged in the business, and 2
$80,000 comes off tomorrow, we buy tic
fun.  1lth. Is Sabath, which beglns with an Action sale.

Justice's court opens two horse races & thres fights. Be=
the drawing of the lottery took

Then made @ visit to
111 long after
e Francis &

xets & stay for the

fore dinner a:t thres P. Moy

place, We got nothing but felt mad.
e minstrels parformed t

& made for. the Hotel d
roWn bed bugse

Scotch Ellens, whare th
dark. We left the ranch

the fleas & full g

turned in the burks amidst

T T

f
i
|
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12th. We left for heme in g spow storm, All day on thg

trail then late at night home, 13th. Work on the ditch

till 20th, Two feet of 8snow fall, 21st, Clear, & thq
dangling freq

rays of the sun upon them gives

pines are robed in white with long iecscles
the limbs, The glittering

a déaliug sight, & late in the ovening I am up until the

moon 13 far above the-heights; the glow of waich changes

‘the brightness o & darker hue ang makes all transparently

beautiful with Sparkling diamonds,
the solemnity of the scene,

Everything qu13 about the cabin, Mr. Heyle from Louisj-
ana invites me to dine With him, Forbes & Bodgers. I did
80, partaking of their hospitalit
ing, 26th,
lunber at

a3 1t were, to enrich
25th is Sunday & Chrismas,

¥ until late in the even-
HcCandless, Taylor & me buy 6000 fest of
$144 per thousand,
for the purpose of carying ofrp
27th. Idle, 28th

This is to make the flume
the talings from our clains.
A deep snow on the ground, & strange

as I dreaa of my home. . It would ap-
Pear as ir trouble awaits pe,

29th, I am unhappy & eve
erything appears dark &

glocay within my cabin, & nothing
Strange bird entereq during the day,  3Joth. I

Waggons, 3708, men 9909, women 2252,
5L

children 3 0358, horses 77, muleg 2190, cattle 105792,

s L

,/“Jb‘h‘—wrdk

o ¥

- g

shaslita

' how
his goes to 8
18,00, All ¢ d
sheep LBL

. up fast. y

our state is filling

1, RN |



: JA!HIARI, 18)&
Jan
ua.x‘y the first is Si.md.ay & no great noiss is I’L‘._ﬁ
2ads,

Th
e bursting of one irom tar: is all I hear., Th
. ere is §

2 2

French House cl
ose by. Two young ladies is the cause of ate

Husi
¢ & dancing is going on uutil the break of

an. Our co
mpany, with 12 hards
: be
& drive ahead to the 13th, » begin our flume
work,

traction,

day,

i A heavy rain falis & stops our
T mni. e & Miller tring suit against us for a
ng ground we lose with £416 cost We appeal &

engage the attorne
y for $150. Two £
o eet of enow falls.

16th. Eighteen inches more,
Two feet, 19th,
ing, 20th,
the digging,

17th, Eleven more, iBth.

g .
lear. Forest all white & dreary look-

Cold as
Greenland, 23rd. Eizht of us in

Mud & water :
to the  30th
men working on the fluze night & g Then we bave 16
wor| AY o
k pay our hands §5,65 o
the sluce box,

For the past week's
Lash a man for stealing gold fron

Feb UARE
ruary begins bad
but .
bhands to the 20th, o ¥e drive
in a row

our werk with 16

Cne of
oy partners MeCandl
at the French Houss, » ess is stabed

I
» being the recorder, he wag
A :
Jury of 12 selected 30

Spanish Jack was arrested &
brought before me for trial.

wit
Desses, examined and Jack eleard.

s P

Another found dead in the sn

S B e s e A

21st, Snow falls every day to the 2%th. There 13 12 feet

on the levele

MARCH

March lst. Sno*c; go deep we can do nothing but write

home s gth, I go out and borrow from Lester & Turnsr

$1500 to buy French Toa's mining claim in Company with

Lowery, Richason, & Geofge. 10th. VThis ovening I hear
by a letter to Mr. Cook, the melencoley news from home of

the death of my wife, Oh, but this was a shock to me in &

strange land & far from homge

11th, 12th. Sunday. 3 feet of snow falls,
15th, I join my

A night of tears, & so on the
This gives

my mountain home a desolate appearances
Six of us take out $20 the dey

s to Downieville, 20 mile to
21st, On our way

new partners in the mines.
to the 20th. Lowery & ms goe

be to our law suit, which 18 continued.

toze pass a dead man at the Big Canycn partly eaten by wolves.

from 80 to 450 the daye
nfirming the previous
3 my heartfelt sor-

22nd, In the claims & doing well,

March 26. .Sunday, A letter from home €0
report of the death of my wife., This renew
Wet & mudy, with torents of

row.  27th. In the claims.
d, & two cripled

rain to the last day of March. Two men kille
by the bank falling at Gibson, & one kild &% Span
ow, & Martin Boardnan
n at Red

iﬂh flato
froa Ply-

L
mouth, Ohio, kild at Michigan BLUf, & Peter Sul

-157- (\\\
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A

. m-ab, dissatisfieq with the 4

. »

TS

° ‘ o or
tha

murder of Terrell at Coon Hollow,

The Morx
Babbit, e Moraan Secretary,

ust
J from Salt Lake reporte Fremont & his part
Ly

in a starving con
dition on the rea
d. Had lost 7
‘ man by

hunger, had eaten up 18 mules & was npew

as t
only one pint of flour, be last wim

ke This evening we pay off our vork
P 2 days $227, and credit our claim with 37
" - Profit to divide between us four &320

APRIL

April 1st,
We hire 12 men at $5 the day & drive thea

night
got & day in bad weather to the 16th

$1173, Clean up 67 os.

- om l6th to 30th, cne storm &fte! an-
Othel s 8O litble wWas dohe I;O [+]
» 2.

Cur
éxpenses during this time,

Our expense $530, Two
unbus House on suspicion
cleared by the Jury, then ths
ecision, .caught. & hung then,

India
ians hung yesterday at the (ol

of murder, They were first

MAY

More or les : ,
s ra
mout_h‘ s in & snow falls until the middle of the
o ©C Up & find that 31 feet & four inch
ches

26th. Eclipse of the

Sun at two
P.M,
Four indians shot at Doll's

ranch,

27th,

men,

-158.
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_ & the French Houss.

e i A S s

uwp a pitaful cry. They were tied to a stake & shot,

30th. This month we have taken from our claims 151 og.

Expensea for labour, &c., $1100, leaving a net

$2567.
profit of M?a
: Jum;'
Juns begins cloudy with a light flury of snow & I pay

5 1 borrowed from him. The first thrée

E S Lester the $47
Lth is Sunday. 36

o0z, dust, 4568,

of us. They are very kind & io-
26 oz, $435; Ird

$368. 30th, Water

e discharged.

days we get out 32

Chinemen caxzp alongside

ofensive pecple. 2nd week in June.

week, 29 oz. $508; four week, 21 0Z.
We have

fails, so the balance of our hands ar

taken out since the begining, 430 03s. $7875.

JULY

One white man & two Indians murdered on the

Jﬂl" 1st,
Peather River trail.

th gr‘ub . In

They bad 7 nules laden wi
¢leand thsn

attacked by 2 tribe that

ng of wrought iron tanks

noon when geveral of u
r dinner,

crosing the hills were
The bursti

kept up &
th.

thundering noise until mear
the Rabbit Cresk Houss to par

Sth.  Nothing seen but a few 5W8
Richardson &

out.
a went to

take of a tbree dolla

1d heads about at Hickmans

Lowry quit for the 3eason,

& myself work on the

& Mr. Thomas George, from Syracuse :
72, third §65.

week & get out $80. The next weok $

=159~ e
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th, 7
2y In comes Tom Thompson,. one of my old partners, o
- s on

his way to the States, or Kentucky home, 25th, Br
) . . uce
ohnson & myself escort our friend Tom to the Lexingt
on
ljouse, vhere we all take a dinner, Tom, Carson & w
. We rge-

t
urn, I am in the claims until the 30th, when 200

houses b
urn up in Marysville. Irish FPat kills the Indian
boy then makes his escape,

. AUGUST 1st
I continue the work in the mines

AUGUST 2nd
Buy two -
i lotltery tickets. Seven Mexican Senoretas
e
¥ take possession of the enpty storehouse

close by. 4 L
by large crowd of men gather to see the new

coxers,

AUGUST 3rd

At the Hancut 7
% bail o James Goodman kills George Phillips.
the head mak. .
Posiirgg » ing a hole big enough to run
AUGUST 4th
On indfan ¢r
reek, Nathan Parker was shot through the

3 hem 'hil the L t-ch
e m
i act of eutting a4 mants di

AUGUST 5th
John Moore
was accidently shot by Doctor Whit —
-1

—— =160~

AUGUST 6th

Clean up & retort $36.

AUGUST 7th -

One man killed at our new dance house.

AUGUST 8th
A Spanish packtrain of 81 mules pass up todaye

AUGUST 9th

First emigrant train ﬁass down today; 10 waggons &

200 head of loose stock.

AUGUST 10th

Vestwood & other neighbours leave for the States.

AUGUST 1lth

Siek.

AUGUST 12th
Better. i

AUGUST 13th

Sunday, Posters have been UP for some days informing

the miners that a bull & bear figd
hill, About 1500 persons mst tO wi
large Asphetheatre had been erected
'Pectai;ors. The sport begad with & €9

tness the encounters A

t comes off today at Iowa

for the accomodation of

ok fight which lasted




s
e

o

T AT

unt
i1 the Chihuahua Bull was ushered into the I‘il]g ad
s ark

iom feet
h ms. eyes ee t ot
8 of dus
' fr h at

looking Claybank, powerful neck & shoulders
2

His huge fest & thundering bellow kept the sang

& gra'el on the move, The Beal‘, a fu-ll gro.‘ﬁ'! gi'iazlf Wi
3 as

. led from h
is cage tethered by a rawhide riata & chain, Chj

huaha rai v
sed his head, surveyed his antagonist, then lowered
- i n er,
his desperate looking head, made g lunge into Bruin that
=]
made an awful bawl & a bound,

Freei -{
R ng himself from the chain

) of ha upper Seats mdst the men.

Women and s
ome few children, They tumbled heels over head

in every d
¥y directicon eripling several, while bruin made hi
s

way thr
ough the canvass & on towards the Kanyon i
on in the

loud
confusion. By this time the rage of the Bull h
ad

reached boiling heat,

With a bellow & bound he dashed

through the ero overtur
wd rt ‘
’ ning all in his Hay,. to the woods

where he wag b
o
ey tly pursued by the Mexicans & a long train
that soon pass .
ed out of sigh
t, while the -
persed cursing the Sunday fight oy

; AUGUST 14th
Operations of

th

ty millions golg I ", Meradd Moy coining some thir-
) + It will give a
ary process of the e general idea of the ordin-

The dust, after being recvd in the

deposit room, ig carefully i

Wi
eighed G.: recpt given, Each de=

sl -162-
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gadin

it is then melted BAjeraztly S the paitiop 2000 &

pos
Then it passes into the hands of the

gounded into bars.

sssayer who with 8 chisel chips a suall fraguent FES, o0

Fach chip is then rold into a thin ribon & filed down to

It is then melted in a szall cup zade of cal-

& all bass metals, COppsr, tin, &c., ab-
ed in nitric acid it is

10 greins.
enced bone ashes,

stracted after baing thoroughly boil

pixt with ons-ninth of its weight in copper. Thus aloyed

it {8 run again into bars & given to the coiner who draws

it through the rolls to the pi*oper thickness & diameter,

then softened down & put on the dies pnder the stamping

pachine and coind.

. AUGUST 15th
Two naked digger indians gives us a call on their way

to the Butcher Shop for Carney & the e

AUGUST 16th
Our two diggers return with a full suply of what we
The pouch they

would eall filth] from the Blaughter Yard.

k and filled with susl
perhaps fifty of -
the rlming ooze dri

as could well —

bad converted into a sac
pounds
belonging to the offall,
ping dovm,

weight, This upon omes back,
ck to the

kindly offered me 8 part of
which appegrd to

had gathered as many green flies
pack. Stoping to rest, he Very

his Cargo. I declind the friendly offer,

e LT A . :



cured in & substancial iron cage

stalked his bearship

that was scon opend, QOut

with a long chain tethered to a stunp

in-the battle ground. The bull immediately squared hin-

self head down in a low bellow gored the ground, & the rup.

age flew to his rear. This pade the bear awful angry at

the noise, & overbearing actions of the Bull that kept the

gravel flying like hail until he made a lungs at Bruin,

seized him by the face, his two paws at the Jaws,

who
The Bull
was frightful for a moment,

when the Bull gaye a gore heaving bruin to one side then a
lunge at him,

roard, the Bear Squeld, This

catching him betwen his horns & tossing hin
to the far side of the car‘oll, almost lifeless,

Then joine
ing the Bear again like all fury,

the claret flew & the ex-
citezent so great down come the se

ats with a crash injuring
several,

Thi.s wound up the fight, & the two dollar gentry
returned to thejr different homes in the Canyons.

SUNDAY, JULY 10th

Rews comes that hew diggins was struck near Pilot Peak,

- fifteen mile above ys, Several started, making Gibson, 8
miles, the first nighé.

JULY 1ith

‘o K
“’} ' TO%8 over Ligh divide, partly eovered with snow far

down th,
. the north side, even to the ravine, where men were

busy Prospecting apg findin_g but little, While our boys

=134

———
R T T T T T ——

"‘ds..-ﬁ-- Ko

T

i

i R Rt L kL it ST i

s p e

were busy I left for the Sumit of the peak, one of the most
proninant points on the range. It is very high & overlocks

o vast portion of broken country, great slides, baren knobs,
doep & dark looking canyons winding away down 60 niles to

the very base bordering on the valley. I sat here for some-
time penciled my pame on the principal rock, I was cold here

with my blanket om. Saw what I could, then dovm the
n
i We then started on the

10 mes’ to what is

long steep to oy comrades below.

trajl leading down the South Feather,

) e ; ven-
awld Grass Valley. We reached the inn at 10 in the e
c -

tired enough. A bottle of claret and cold supper. We
ing. ° '

then turnd in for the night.

JULY 12th

Heal! il ost. HB o8 over bhe I (-3 e3 to our
cr 8 idg ? 3 Ml »

home on the creek.

JULY 13th
Ports=-
ed the second lstter from my wife dated

I receiv

mouth, Ohio. Shae says: May 17th, 1853

Dear Husband:

dl It
er has been recv de=-
Your seventeen"‘gtﬁeﬂke the purse, half our

om USe
It is strang indeed you get none fr

; r the preservat so gany died.
fesl thankful for the pY plain, where 59,00 ° 11
that 10115 journBY ite you often, £

Be cheerful & we will wr

o L



e o

the inforration we can, I cams

up home in Jduna
you left. Was at Mr, Montgomery's a ghortg ti‘:e.aﬁer

Collected some debts & paid over -to Thoaas, Contin-
ued there until winter. Cot along wall, They wore
all so very kind to ma. Thomas sold his 103

Hosco, & rented out his farm to a Mr, Mi) e?’c'g:uite
left for Portemouth. Collected the reat of storee
house, also $65 from the lodze. Paid up your dues
and Qéo. taxes & $20. to Insurance Cozpany, Have my
money on irterest at Dugans, Tha Cdd fellewrs wild
soon leave our room, & go iuto a pew kall eposits tha
church, A1l of i

the Morgan boys are dead. ‘L2t uz knoy
When you think of roturning. I shall soen =o u
Colunbus. Be thare soms tize, g e

then perbaps retuzn b
way of Cin & Kentucky & leave Tom soﬁe zore BONey. d
Write often to your

Affectionate wife,
Eliza,
JULY 14th
I began prospecting with Mr, John Cook. We put in sev-
eral hard days in digging in the different little ravines
leading down from the Deadwood,

Found mothing that would
Justify the pains, _ k

30 wa quit.

AUGUST 1st

Weather delightfol, not a cloud seen the last four
weeks. The nights are remrkable for their sereneness.
lianey, Kot g lear ig moved, mor cloud seen,

¥ Webaor: of SUpblaing Bitehinmes a
A vault,

Now & then

oots across the asure
The scene ig rich ang Peaceful ,

with navght to mar
the character, byt the

¥hining ery of the young kiote that

a v
PPears lost frog his dep in the ¢liffs, The mountains

=136~
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‘ 1 the
company. After a short trave

high-&. broken. Little or no gama is found here save
are

1f & a few grizzlies that wander in summer. The lions
the WO

few & wild, wolves ere large & browl about in great
are 1e »

ht
ther the timber is straig
canyon to the ©

droves. From ona

11. Dense thickets of low ghapperal cover in part the
& tall.

face of the mountain, these are so rich with juice or oilble
that they burn in the latter part of 'summer equeal tz stuble,
& mal;e delightful scenery of a dark night on the noble
heights. And still there ars other objects of curicsity

helﬂ beBide I’.he bul :1ing hills and toter ing of the ear tho

: . Then we
Large meteors and brilliant lights in the north

lestial Em=
have a hoast of Chinese to look at from the Ce

ire 'H’ith lotls Of motllf heiffers from the South Iuhing at
p »

make one think the outlet wide &
: and

large; this would naturly

State
well adapted to the jmoral vices of the Golden ’

n the way of
yet there are other jmportant things turns up 1

3 robbil’lss 9
hanginga 9 bull figbting, h rse I ing'
hig -] t.l‘ikas N () ac

indian fandangoes & 80 forthe

between the
On monday last a serious fight took place D

I‘ibe They foughtc d sp rately,
Iuba & Ne“ada t ° e =3 bhe Neuad&a

the bhi
he Yubas .over
i Our neighbor,

11 in com=
proving victorious dr

. . unded.
plete rout, Three killed & several wo

when

: n
House, two horseman fell 1

: day last;
J. L. Baker started to Nevada City on Thursday

the Ten-mile
s paar two ordered Baker toO

-137-
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leave the road & deliver hias monsy or
blown out.,

[ ’ .have hia‘brains
ovér his watch, brestpin & ona h
vadred

douarb.
They then tied him to a4 tree & rede of
offs Four

indian thieves
have been ex
ecuted near Sha ;
sta. When ti
noy

: 3

cries &
confesed they had helped kill 23 Chin
. eman & 3 Anep.

= ° -

to 'itness the thozough COntEEpt Hith Hhich our Shu tleaa

Indians re
gard th
€ Chineman, They consider them the 1
O

-est speciés of
anything human, & insult g abusa them
at

QIOIT Oppol'tlm.i
t L] -
elbow

ing thr

i ough a crowd of celestiala,
» Pulling their tails & treat

of indignity, i

knocking them right &
It would se Rg them with every sort
‘them selves 20 usta t-h e’ that the are pleased to find
e lowest in th
. e scale of hupanit
¥

. AUGUST s5th
The bOdY of Jacob Mine

n sr .
1les above, found near Gibson, eight

several
are
i pursuit of the villans

en the last woek sinking a ghaft paar

Cook & myself have be
with coarse gold, blue dirt &

our cabin. Prospects fine,

ped rock pitching this afternocn.

'AUGUST 9th

Gibson Sheriff & two others pass up the trail with

The
Mexican'charley, the Bull fighter. ‘He has been arrested in
_ Marysville as one of the Mincer mirderers, He was in heavy

up to triale We droppad our tools and

irons & on his way
rs followed u;ﬁ to sse ths execution.

quite a number of othe

In the courss of two hours reach the spot whare Butcher
om his horse, draged some distance

Mincer had been iassoéd fr
& thrown some 30 feet from

from the road, his head cut off

The carpét. sack rifled & contents strewed about

the body.
In a little

a few yards .further off.
For ten days Mr.

ravine stood his horse
Mincier had been butche

undred dollars. He
75 miles

tethered to & bush.
& sold out for g or 10 h

on the 26th July for Marysville,

ed by the robbers one

ering in Gibson,

left at one P. M.,
mile west of the

below, and was waylay
& the prisner with Sheriff are both

It is now late
unded with 2 strong guard for tha

town,
secured in a log hut suro

night,

AUGUST 10th
The Sheriff with prianor' Josus Sevaras, was brought
The prisnor is young, rather

forth for breakfast & trial.

e
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good looki ‘ ern H 2xi 20
ng, with pleasing address 3 ﬁ‘cm Snum o B
He is well kn 2 e kl F“
£ i.,hter.

After breakfast
the trial be
gan before the ¢
1?11 anmar_

@ l‘-h.e!' fi'
ities in thﬁ Just,:l.ce comt room EOW '@ was e or

8ix hundr .
ed miners standing round & the :
the case themselves, o & ol £ ¥

They demanded ;
Court refused, the prisnor, but ths

At this moment a rush

i was made to the

e :::::::e: from -the Sheriff and past through ::m ’

oyt ur: ,fthen taken to a grove at t;he east end

e saim:o twelve selected frem the crowd,

E mmmr o _Louis Council, a Justice,
ocath to first witness,

A,
was procured

he found the body in the sha : Hr Starky, that
Pperell, some di
stance froa the

road in 'pa.s
ing through the woods in search of :
game, Came

Upon a s trai ‘ en drawn
2all trail where Something had been dr along
‘soon found a large bowy knife <
2

i with dried bleod upon ths

A 1it
tle further say a4 man layin D
g. Did not go

near, but ret
urnd
to camp & brought out three oth
others to

see the bod 1a b
¥y that :
¥ without a head, which had
een cut

off & thro
Wn some 30 f
eet in the b
rush,

open, Carpet bag cut

out. In follow-
und sheath belong-

books Pape a
» Papers & clot‘.hing Strewed ab
ing the blgody ra
\ ¥ trail back to the road f
©

1‘“5 to knif
e, also
where g g ui_; SAW at the road a large t
le had taken place, dri NP BO0%s
» ed

lea
V63 & trail to the bog blocd upon the
¥

which he examined & found

e —

pullet hole pear the heart, besides several deep staf:s in

the body. Mr. Herzan,

he knows the pife found to be C
jous to the murder, & noticed a small scar or blis-

the second witness sworn im, says

harley's because he had saw

it prev

ter on the gard. Mre Miller, the 3rd witness, thinks the

knife is Charley's. Starky, the first witness, again states
the horse Mincer usually rode wWas found a short distance
from the dead body, tied wit

Thought he had been thare at least ¢
Also thought the body had

14 trail lead=
erchief

L a lariet to & small sapling.
en days by the look, &

starving cordition he was in.
Mr. Nicholas, in passing an o

layen ten days.
jcan canp found bloody hank

ing down towards the Mex
pear where the horse stood. It wWas wound up as if sliped

from the hand, & the prisner hd

band as if a nife bad been drawn throughe
about the time of

son House, where

s a deep cut across the left
Mr. Wolf saw

prisnor & two others on the old trail

suposed murder. The proprievor of the Gib
prisnor boarded, says Charley was absent from dinner & Sup=

per on the day Mincer left.

He came in late & very early

ten dollars, and left
gambler &

s bill,
prisnor t0 be &

o the Jury, pade a fevw

ted the case the Jurye

next morning got up & paild hi
for Downieville. Tregasky knows
bull fighter, The Council turned t

brief and appropriate renarks & subal
stance to & 1ogs 1
& the people

ts the
Retiring a short di n a few mones ¥

returnd a virdict of guilvy,

should pass the

. 1K1~ ) )

T
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sentance., S
everal hundred rose to their.teat; & d
eclard he

n an hour, Charle
¥ was standing
B > He

shrank with
a light tremble for a moment, then
. raisd his

head & looking
ng at the sun, which Was 'scarcely the h
e hour

high he re uested perm Shicn bo 5]39 k to hlB cou'ncilt
1] q i a
1
"hich he to d to &d‘lise his bl Othe! at Downieville ﬁi h
15

innocent dea
th
s & for hinm to-convey the news to hi
3 wife

- & parents {
n Mexico. He was then roped with th
& sams

lal iab that he ha-d used to dr&g the man & tie the -hOI 58,
He wWas now led thxo v t ravine at
ugh the J.laga o a Small b

the west eng
g » Where a
role was nailed
to two trees
2

thrown over & made fast, the rope

Whi
ile the prisnor wept they were

block, th
@ word
given to stand clear, The pris
ner rather

sm.l.ng hiﬂlselr 5 & [+H] the
r y
block with scﬂrcely an fall
: ° He

hung son .
e time gurgling & q“i"ering

bystand when an
ST Went up & tried to T old tar or
nge

8
® 83 to put hip through quiok or tighten the rops

tim And
@ with appearanca of 14f yet he sSwung some
8,

The people began to turn

! AUGUST 15th to 30th
James Seighton & P. Crowley buried in a tunel near Cul=-

avaras, and a crimnal nsarby, under sentence of death by

hanging, asked the Sheriff the evening previous to the exe-
n] say Sheriff, what time tomorrow is that little

cution:
20th, Just below us a man

affair of.mine to come off."

ound with his throat cut,
22nd, Thos Collins was shot dead while

was f a tullet hole in his back &

three stabs.

gslesp by John Hopkins. 24th, Mark T. How was killed &

25th, Wells & Fargo

robed by a Mexican at Albany flat.
26th. An

‘express office robbed of 4530 oz gold dust.

Near L00 were mounted

indian fight at the Empire Ranch.
After

Only three killed & 17 wounded.

with spear & bow.
n the dead,

querers made large fire threw o

the battle the con
30th., The last two months

sung & danced at the funeral.

I have taken out and send home to By wife $200.

SEPTEMBER
September is very pleasant & the peautiful flowers are

now & then a little sarvic

the trees tall and

e bush loaded &

very abundant,
green with

black with mellow berries,
beautiful bows. But few birds 0 give us the morning 8oNZe
ning cries of the young Kiote;

ed with long.bands of Ch

gary diggers alway
geting in wood &

In the evening comes the whi
‘ enan

the narrow trail is often 1in i

pasing to & fro, pack trains and hun

the move, the miners busy bui]_.ding ¢

8 on

abins,

=143~ e
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di
. dudge Barber to be bung this day

.
I

& on the wa Dom ille on uﬂin\.ss » & to wit
‘ nass th&

execution that
comes off tomorrow, Our trail is
8omstines

steep & 'imng fl‘o:u one poinl‘; to anOEhJI fox 20 mile
E ] .

The country very proainent
| un is very broken with high peaks &
point ! y

8, deep canyoas, & rockey benches e

»

N : sevsral hundregd

SEPTEMBER 16th

1 ”
h .
m'nej'm » the county sSeat .f.'Gx‘ Sien‘a. is Sibuated

on the banks of he !uha
t. aboul; 0. mile be O the e eral
Jel

1 1 O.f t he P
- The streanm is small r id
eve h]‘th 8 » .f u.ll Of

rocks & occasional falls
are steep,

The
mountains that enclose it

hlgh & romantic in the ext N8 3 now about
e o It i

noon & the little
town is full of people that have come in

J Iml
& Ses Pa 1¢] the an h ° He was ccnvic

the last tera
for the m ‘ b,
urder of two Chineaen & sentenced

mc B gy e The poor prisnor was
R I OWS near the bridge where the wozan
. manife
e Sted the utmost indifference & said
of his tribe
deserved dea
th, for thsy

were equall
Yy bad in
trying to get rid of the Chinemen

e SEPTEMBER 17th
ty satisi‘ied'& business don
e,

take
54k s we leave
rail that leads to the

sumit of the

s b T

i

e RSP

B4 1Y s e e

il

girst grand mountain & so on, &4 miles to rich diggins of

Yonte Cristoe. We round that awful deep hollow, the head of

Goodhue's creelk, up the Saddle Bag mountain, then down again

into that rich and benighted place Poker flat. Oh, but the

pills are high & ragged, while the canyon is rich with shin-

_Here, two of our Company stops while Toa & I wind
a Sumit of the mext hill, then down through

1“5 gold °

our way to th
grove, our old stomping ground. Ws

jous scoundrel that keeps the inn.

Howlan's flat to Pine
put up with Glenn, a notor

SEPTEMBER 18th = 30th
A bull & bear fight comes off today at

SO we go thﬂt 'Kay

ke other side of Slate creek.

On our arival & near the Carol st
the other, &

Inside the

Gibson, on t
ood two

to see the fun.
ted by don Pueblo,

e Tulane plains.
One, the most feroscious

r Whiskey Diggins, two

ed above & around

s Bullship. He

o5 enough tO

enormous Bulls, one impor
rusty dun lately captured on th
enclosure is the two Grizzlies.
of the kind, was caught in a trap nea
About seven hundred are seat

the arena impatiently waiting the entre of hi

miles above.

soon came, finely decorated with ribbons and rop
band struck up the Tulane

rig a small schooner. As the
bellow, scraping the grav-

sonster began with @ low gutteral
One of the ironm

W tailo

& G5 lashing his sides with a hea
che grizly the full

en when out stalked
¢ rattle of which h

doors was.thrown oOp
o did not like.

1epgth of his chain, th
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He now began champing & twisting himself rournd, looking at
the crowd, until his eyes ‘caught the bull,

growl & hair-t.um_ing the wrong way. They were stil] kept

apart for the sport was to begin with a lady on horseback,

In a moment the bugle sounded & round came the celobrated
Isadora Gonzales, of Durango,

mounted on a wild Spanish
horse with flag & s'peér.

It was said that six horses had

“been kild under her at different times., The gateway was

clear & up she comé_s in a sweeping gallop. Her shining

8pear & rich attire cut quite a dash amidst the motly

croud. Around in the circle she went like a whirlwind,

colors flying, & ribbons streaming far behind, This une

@xpected flurey iritated, not only bruin,

but made the bull
bump himself;

at the same time roling up his eyes like two
balls of fire,

the neck swelling to the fullness of the
skin,

At the sight of the fluttering flag in the hands of

the rider the fourth rourd: in passing near, the bull made

a desperate lunge driving hj
of the spiriteq charger knoe

down the 1little decent, the
set,

8 whole weight against the hips
king him & rider several feet

madam almost turning a sumer-
‘The shout frop the aud

iance was long and loud until
the horse & rider left the p

ing. After a little prepara-
tion the bear was f-urned_in, ;

looking rather fearful, the
bull

uneasy as the bear kept his corner, although his

b"l.lahip continued goring the groung with head & horns,

- Then began the

x At this moment
up with a long pole,
y uin was stired up
until br

bull by the neck & jaws. The noise

the bear seizing Mre

3 ed, The
were disengaged.
a mozent when they
jghtful for

» » hiﬂ
b@ar run to one 3ide the Bﬁu to the Other Bhaking
, L4 mll

ses were
od in to fight the Maoxican on foot, Many p3s
turnd.

t c

the fatal
some time before
It was Then in came another

made, blow was delt
of steel.

des,
that laid the poor thing to one si

f t larse dogs to 'Orie. This ended
or

HL t
The crowd left & we put down the ride; eigh

The following week I put in
sunday. Again visit Spanish
26th. Cloudy,
ansuil At
Took

ance at Gibson.

Y ke
mile to our home on the cree

at work in the mires. 25th.

O One
flat where a cotilion party was g ing

Something very
t showers & heavy thunders sant.
- 27th, Clear & pled

f the years ingtoa
this season o ville passing the Lexingt

for Marys
the dowmward trail for uabus & so on down to the

e nighte. 28n. Early
eakfasto
luber, for Harys=
veral Chinee

Col
House, the American, Buckey,

y for th
New York ranch, where I put up path

r br
off 9 miles to the Oregon House fo

ed with
boarded a miners cab, partly 10ad

: k on 88
ville. Mr. Penfield, the driver, too

; we all
the dusk of the evening ¥e
In

travelers on the waye.

the most

Hotel,
rchant
reach the City, & I stop at the }e
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fashionable at $L t
he day 29th
3 » This was
oy Sstond

vis
it to the valley, Everything so much improved

much pleasd with the business
]

I wag
e town, also the beautiful,
surounds it, the mumerous wagzgons &
gons

Sp&nish pack tra ns

busines
S, then mooving directly off to the diff
erent

points in the moun
tains, In the

evening I visited
zany

gambling ho : e Hew W
g Douses & the notorious place called th
where ‘I met Giles Thornton o
]
plains,

one of my comrades.om the

He took
me round to one of the Chineses dens
»

fIOm thele to bhe Spa.nish Bazar he!l Ome , Oth- Ihe
9 t h 3

weather i
8 warn & business brisk, with hoard
s

from every quarter of the globe T

Di
save the breech strap, gger Indians all paked

OCTOBER
Octobgr 131‘..

: This mor ‘
G35 on ning we took a walk to Yuba

t-he baﬂks ' o e
f e Faather. one mile west
0 til - Her

Preparations wer
¢ going on for
an Indian fuperal
: & I am

llﬁay& anxi Vi C.
ous t
0 See & note down the motive whi P
h impells

these Calif i
°rnia Diggers to bura their dead
ead, This from

what I cap les
ear
e in h arises from some religious views, The
a vast & ple . ;
sant campi
where India e
: the west
s live together in perfect ease & :
se & plenty, g

erned b Y One Ereat Spirit f
| [+ unspeakable
goodne S8Be

¥When

-1,8-

e NT R

.

o

b
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an indian is d

i A T i s A B

ying his head is gently lifted upon the lap of

a pear friend, his eyes closed, while those around recite a

low monotanous chantess

was robbed last night of $2000 and 2 52 oz lump found at

Gold Bluff, & ygsterday L. Ferrene was murdered on t.he't.rail

Arrow shots & bulletts had pased through the
3rd. Warm, & I kept

Lthe I

near Ureka.
body which was stript & throat cut.

within and near the mellon pile to guench thirst.

left on Walker's line for the mountains, again crosing over

a level prairié for 10 miles to the foothills, which is low

at first with fine grass and a few live oak, low & scruby;

To the Oregon House, 25, miles, this I

5¢h, This morning hearing of the
meet at the Indian

some fine ranches.

made the first day.
hat are to

great gathering of Idians t
d to hasten on & see the

ranch 7 miles forward, I conclude
combind tribes of the valley. o after breakfast on I went.

aching the ranch saw many winding arcund upon

Long before re
the trails, leading d

ried on & after dinner s

own to the general fandangoe I hur-

veral of us gset out to witness the
A few minutes walk brot us

social gathering of the tribes.

where

extensive preperati ons had

to the grand encampment,
They were

the tribes.
ters all around the
The

been made for the accomodation of

standing in groups & setting in clus

hat had been selected for the occasion.

shady green t
qne 70 feet in di‘

grasy spot enclosd for the dancers was 30

=149~
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packd a large pile of old wood, ready to recai
GL2LY2 tha

in accordance with their custonm to be burnd ¢ T
e @ To ashyy, gy

ore puting the corpse upon the pile, the 1o 23 |
bef *E3 Wors dray

up &
p & bound to the bedy so as to compress

g & moka the lug a
:malh possible. It was then laid on face downinyd P
e ] WDUSYA and

S of wood fired on each side. As the bla

:::-“:St_pinegus howlings & cries of a hundreg T::if:fb?
o .tb ::::; jire grew hot they threw on everytiing baloy.
Then from the S;u:::h 49 the blanket, bolt, bow & quirr,
which was soon con °818 baskets, beeds & many tritets
Indians frequent] st 1n the eracking five. Gus of the
S e, & ves 8: threw himself on the fire as if willing
By, 5 e ue Squaws made the attempt & were badly
Socmewhat instructed in savage affection,

wWith a ho e
Pe neve I
i T to witness another such horribl
as a.n‘ indian funeral e

ad

Ue West course As we leave the Indian ranch we tak
OVer a rich level 15 miles to the Sacre-

mento River, o
» Opposite the buttes. No beef cattle hers to

sell, We
got a kin s &
d of 4 supper at a small eabin for ’

then invited

We dj.:os:ak: our blankets & lay out by the hay

UP & down the whol.é :g:he thousands of wild geese flying

ing we leri early, foil © keep us from sleep, In the mor
owing a Path down the valley 30 nile

to Knighttg
Ferry, aleng
T¥. There ig some nice groves of oak alc

the b&l'lka' : )
: of the riv,
eTs  Sometimes they reach quite aways

=120
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out on the ﬁlain. The land is mostly rich & léval. 7 The
river is deep & not over 100 yards wide. The emigrants have
settled in camp alon.g the river down 7 miles to Newnan's
Ranch, whers we bought a small steer for §150. The next day
rain fell in torents, so we had te lay over another daye.

Then we drove down to Fremont, at the junction of the Sac-

ramento & Feather river. The boat was gone & no crosing

here. It kept rainming, & the river rising. We stayed two

days at the hotel for $12, then returnd to Knights ferry.
Had to hire an Indian boy with his dugout to help swim our

ox over. It was late & raining, We drove all night & part

of mext day to Uba City.

DECEMBER 1st )
no crosing for three days more then

The ﬁater so high
ysville all night there.

paid five dollars ferage to Mar

DECEMBER 5th

Set out for the mountains again. In the course of 3
days we got up into three feet snow, & soon so deep the bul-
lock would go no further, S0 we had to kill & sell him out

at forty cents the pound.
DECEMBER 10th

eat flakes..
ar Rabbit Creek, Sierra

' Snow was coming down in gr The Frenchman &

me got into a 1ittle old cabin {ne

S

I
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i DECEMBER 31st
CGo.,) with a few pounds beef, thinking the ebera winyg T . T
£ 3 loomy -
cease in a day or so. Bug it Contlnued night & gay g | This was & & il ‘s imongi B snf nis T
' ec
21 days. We saw not the sun but one day. The sugy was starving, for no on

now 17 & 18 feet deep. Our cabbin far belew tha guer, [

no answer.
uld sink to the waist, We cawled, but

tryed but wo

"8ay & feet or more, & the last few days noths

ir.
fog fild the a
ow had ceasd fawling, but a dense fog
5 ' The sn
sa ng to eat |

Ve one frozen potatce & a little shoe groas

@ Which wa
had saved,

Cur fire had gone out Over a week. The 1 ; : : :
weight of snow upon the cabin the roof began to crask, . ;
" 80 we had to take down t

g

-
pe
[}
o
g
1]
@
g
o
)
&
&

DECEMBER 28th
Rot one Particle of g

aything to eat except the pins
8plits thag we kept chewi

ng at. We now rold owrselves in
the blanketg, _ :
: \ DECEMBER 29th . S
e } e up & dyg 4 road out & found it st11l snowing, In '
i e A : We went g lay still as we could,
e
DECEMBER 30th

Out again, but gye

Tything lookd gloemy. So we just
had to Teturn & lay g

own, F

P

% 11

| L | o an- ‘
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-
IFE AT THE DIcGINGS, 1gs3 . 2855
JANUARY 1st, 1853, B

0h, but this
is one dismal :
1"05{-1&5 mor
R Qii‘; in ¢

- wilds of Cal
ifornia, The strong winds frea g}
a the apmy

[ 503 aholy
one
cannot see morg than & op ¢
21

great whirlwirng ;
2 Ga the

feet g gy
8P & not drifted at that, ¥

Dear a mo
oth Th
. e me

0 gt
ing a road to ZE 4 Lesterg were now all S —

o us,
alf mile to Spanigh £fla

&fter arf
st of £,
our days

Lat
; @ in the afternocon ws got out
t‘ It was now I fely thankrul
[+]

mee_t the hand of brother].y

ekt M g A s v

A e Rl . i

it s

love in a lami of strangers. Mr. James Bordwell & Ledick
from nmear Potter Center, Yates Gounty, HNew York, Hambera of
our noble Order, that gave the first sign of relief to hunge-
ary man. It was now I felt the weight, & more desply imprest
with links of friendship that still exist & shall whils men-

ory lasts.

JANUARY 3rd to LATTER PART OF THE MONTH.

Spanish flat. This was a clear morning & the sun shown
out so bright it gave cheer to 18 men crouded in one small
cabin. In the course of three days water was plenty in the
little ravine, & everything made ready for work, We set im
under the bank, With ade of water & shovels we drove on

night & day, taking out froa £160 to $200 the day to the
ke month. The snow had settled much with

latter part of ¢
face, so men could walk on it, sel-

hard crust upon the sur
dox breaking through.

throughout the country.
mountains bave lost mearly all the
have nearly perished, One near by us was found the other -

day in his cabin sick, & bad positively eaten a part of his
This is only one instance & we hear

They bring news of much suffering

Some pack trains caught up in the
ir mules, & even some men

) rubber boot to keep up.

of many others mearly equal.
a snow slide fros 2 high bench o

The past week near Poco flat
f the moun=

on the Canyon,

wn covering up two cabins & killing 3 men. Six

tain came do
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- Flow g3 4
TE ona cz‘)-?..'!.xr,
‘ uleksil 5
" » q var L & o
@ pound, gum bootg $18, Coats the gazsa e
X :
t Poorman, Nelson & Onion valley flow 3

& one fifty the pound.,

& seares ab that,

8 salling ay 8,2 -

FEERUARY

22t to
from the buckay houss
Each ona brings up 50 pounds, soun
We kept a fe bards in the clains, &

» until the latter part of this month, whea

carry

TY up flour & meat upon their backs
which is ]2 miles below,
CArTy a litgle more,

fome carying grup

The steers

was Soon gla
Ughtered g Teadily gold for b5 & 50 conts the

Pound, Thig
a heavy rajn o Ereat rolief to our neighbourhood, Th
f ell & it ° en
t
travel, 1ed the Snow, so the mules could

o0 night & day as before,

e Our blacksmith that eould .
ers

g ‘

onl;
¥ 8pare tjige to work for oth

work at on Sund
3harping picks, drills e &
2

&e., $50. This he done

)

i ok

|

s i A

e B YA s B 0 it

. other must die.

B o i G

every Sabath for two months, .

MARCH - APRIL

March qomeé in favorable & at the end of ths first week
I nock off & r;hey pay me up with $185 for 9 waeks work, I
now shoulder my blankets & take up the r.{dge for Sears dig-
gins, thare to work a claim I had located in the fall having
lost the interest I bot for $90 on the creek with the French
Tom Company. For the want of provisions we had to leave
thinking to return soon, but the storm set in & cur partners
left while Tom & I were in the valley, & others set in & re-
fused to give up'.r So all of us lost a fortune together. Om

my way up to Sears on the brink of a hill at Slate creek,

overtook a pack train, Saw two of the mules stumble & fall

down the steep 400 feet. One was killed on the spot the

Their loads of flour, onions & potatoes in
sacks bursted, & all went helt-:ex_- skelter down the mouatain.
I put forward crosing the creek up to Chandlerville, then
crc;sa over Sackett's gulch to Miller's point & turn in for
the night. HNext da-y hired two men &.-vent to work cuting a
ditchk through ten feet snow, 50 as to bring water on the

ground I wanted ta work. This took us one week, Then a

snow storm set in which lasted four days, 63 feet fell,
Wo layed by several days un-

£illing up what we had done.
then set in again finishing our

til the weather becams fair,
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the claim,
i hands quit,

Pay, so I y 7 miles gho
4 Packd my kit for Pine Grove, 2
I bought g claim froﬁ: Mr Haws, took : o
»

‘ton
» Bruce, Top Alexander & Morton
out 1 .
umber, builg cabin & made box
€
out a little of the ore, ¢

i snow ditch, 150 yds long
. Bot to :
00ls & paid §8 the day for water, p
«  Wor
It would pay bug $3 the day.
= Kept oy bunk g days in Apri]
8ixty dollars of :
Ly money wasg
I gon2 & the ¢lpin
I3 B

I now bot §
£ slﬁic@ boa
L3 Top el
I foll gjox & thy
Cze Bundrad g
wid o

72 hape,

Fe cut down trees, got

& so0n began to taks

uﬂy lst was sunday

by us. ¢@n the 11th 22
Work until the -18th,

$53. Out o tpg, -
&, f1a1, leavi
went to Rabbit Creek,

Ir
5 oa vagner, & thig ¥ag
ing or ths miﬁers to set

Tain is faling, go T a5

- <o 7
Y .

& mountain

1 » Eloomy.looking
]

£
Or the heightg to the

Mr
ol Fagan was shot ip a Tight close
ches of snow re17, ¥e kept hard at

Cle
m“p&m""‘mtakenoutm

*8 W8 paid for
water £33, ocur tools
ng *18[._ to divide. 2 ? mbi

There bought s el
another claim for 430
in‘ dispute s0 I had to call a mest-
tle the title. Kay 20th a nisty
¥1th oy blankes, gun in hapd & made
®4r of our cabin, The day was dark
however I woung up through a
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dense thicket of mancenstar to the Sumit of ths Second bench,
stoping for a moment to rest & look out & clear way that
would lead to the top. I started & just raised my head,
looking forward some thirty feet sat a huge grizzly, his

in a blaze & ears sst forward. I was struck with

eyes
fright & sprung for life down through the thicket. As the

brush would crack thought of nothing but the devil at my
back till I was at the foot of the steep, near the cabin.

I belted minus the gun, blanket & part of the pants gone,

blood driping down the legs. I raisd the alarm & my two

partners camne with ax & pick.

on a thorn bush & gun near the spot.
We returnd to camp & next day be-

Went back found the blanket
Saw nothing of the

bear nor the way he went.
Bought $75 worth of plank, made it

gan preparing for work.
Bill Morton & two othgrs.

up into boxes with Tom Alexander,

I was now ready to begin washing on the 1lst of June.

JUNE to END OF MONTH.
with Frank

On the eighth left my men &t work & went
20 miles

Farpham to look after new diggins mear the Uba,

south., We were off earl

Port Wine, Craigs, Ureka, then westerly on the old trail to

near Indian valley, whare we found a large croud of diger
the funeral rights of one

indians about ready to perfora
jshion we drew near to

belonging to their tribe. By pers

~129-
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witnes 7
8 the interesting & soleun 8Cene, the b
» urnin

dead whi Z o
d ch is the custom of the Country. i 1. g of the

: v e 4 A3res il
oe PLld Qf

dry wood had be
en prepard before w
2@ reachd the svpes
GO, Ty

corpse was tightly bound with cords th
funeral pile, o

side,

ted g thg
his bow, quivers, Pipe & other trin

A 2. Leets 2

low chant wag beard to pass all ar )

<

Th
e dry pile was 1it in four places

g
und the crmad

So socn as the srezh

- began to
crack a number of both sexes with blaglned |
agcimad fazes |

’ gathel‘ed [
n ¢ 2 olef 3.11 dﬁ e

Some 60 in n]imber b of the tﬂiﬁ}j‘ 4 p!.lc |
“o |
fﬂ! some tm: then all fell upon the gl‘oum E

ing & some y ;
. h'n-: ttering most piteous yells & most horid' Tagns
evals when ope o aag:’r
: would stir up th har aing
p the chared r -]

the corPSB
It was a signal for additional lamentaticss

8such as wringi
. 1ng their breasts, &
s

pointing to
.the burning c¢orpse. Then up again |
in & circle

round, maky r y yells, A
ng the woods ing with unearthly yell
s Ll
shrill whist] e & dead beat of the Indian drus made ths
Spectacle one . accust
of deep interest to them not
ustomsd to

the funeral the bOuB is
ri
. ghts of the diger :Lndian. After
entir el? Consumd ¢t i 13p3 & burnt
: he i‘r:.ends gather up the eris : r
bon S, pound & mix the ashes wi

da
b it on face, arpg & breast
for -
months uptyi) it naturly war
e

th balsom of fir to a passe,
Thare it sticks 1ike tar
8 off, when they are dore
+ Cross over ths hill &
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canp in a thicket. July 10th finds Frank Farnham & myself

in the hills near Indian valley an the Uba, looking after a
rich spot of ground that had been found in the fall before.
To our utter astonishment some thirty men had been working

on it for over a month, We immediately left, taking a blird

trail that led up through a dense forest for 12 miles to

Ureka,

put up here & left early on the llth crosing the Little &

Big canyon over the divide, Port Wine, Slate Creelk, Spanish

flat, & home. Found the boys doing well, We still huried

on the work nigﬁt & day until the 30th, when the water

fajld. So we had to stop & divide fifvy six ozs, $950.

Deducting from this expenses for grub, tools, boxes, &c.

$570 the balance us three divided, & the boys left me to

work out what I could alohe.

jLY lst

July comes on & the water well gone., People begin to
travel up & down ths mountain, the mest of thenm hunting for
1d

claims & new diggins. Five Chineman & one white man ki

by the Shasta Indians. A chinese hung yesterday for steal-

ing a mule; also Borella,' a Mexican for the murder of Mr.
Jones. ‘
JULY 2nd

A Mr. Conn was shot by Doct. Defreaville in a quarl

-1.31'

a small mining vilage ten miles north of the Uba. We
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about land. il i
Toly & Crain fought a dusl with pistol
paces. Cr ey
. ain was kild, Two frenchmen on tha Uba yest “
had a quarl about a few fest of ground. One kill d iy
. ed tha

other to settle the title.

| JULY 3rd
This morni ‘
= Gro' og my old partner French Tom comes down fr
ve and relates the fol i , y )
lowing that tool
eics ook place yester-
w ranger rode up to Glenn's Hotel, dismounted &
ered bar i : ’ .
. ley for his horse. As usual about those 1
(o]

dens, a crowd
of lofers swarmd about the bar waiting to' be

m'itod to the
counter ‘ T ar's
e Lmong th.ls cro d » the 8 vrang

business

i reno:?s m::eo::e a subject of imperte_nent speculatién.

et the— Vtravelpudent than the rest, made free to in-

55 By crreg :r what ocupation he followed, to which

Ry is business was a secret for the pres-
probably make known before leaving, So baving

Spent a part of da
the - 3
the day locking & visiting the different

places whare V:
wh
iskey was sold, & making various e i
nquiries as

to the amoun
t
retaild &c., he concluded to leave

mounted hi Having

S horse a
friend, urged on 1 > abo‘.lt to be off, his inquisitive
tain, yoy Y others stepd up & said "see hers C
5 Promised to ¢ ap=
ell >
1 us your
eft & we woulg truly like to n 1=
ear

"y ]
-Jeu’-‘r 8813 the strages from you on that point.”
= 'Y 2

L. ]
_I am an agent for the devil and
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huntiﬁg s location for hell, and am glad I have found a

place where it will not bs necesary to remove the present

iphabitants.? The sweld head stobd amazd while the stranger

rode off.

JULY 4th

Long before sunrise the heavy thundering or bursting of

wrought iron tanks made the very hills & canyons ring with

jde to the other. This was

sound & echo from one mountain 8

one day of jubilee throughout the mines. Great preparations

for the Bear & Bull fight
Now it is nine in the morn-

‘have been made at Sears diggins

that comes off this afternoon.

ing & thé trail is lined with ragged'looking hombres winding

purring on to the place of action.

their way up the ridge,
hundred had already gathered

On our arival some five or gix

around the carol built.'for the vacation.
audiance that's beyond

At the proper hour

the seats were dencely erowded with an

The bull selected was 2 k__ind
jarge head, wide

deseription. of a mongeral or

half-breed from Ione Valley.  Heavy set,

ng coals. He appeard uneasy slash-

horns, & eyes like burni

eavy spanker at the same time

the sand & gravel fly as
namoen

ing his sides with a long & h

his founders were in motion making
if tearing up his very foundation, Bruin was of the ci

dye; lean long & vgly hair on end, ®
Upon the whole, an ug

outh & tusk equal to a
Norwegian hoar. 1y looking beast, 8e=
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AUGUST 24th
All right with our Indian friends to shara ths bitg
When we parted they took the hill & we up the Trucky t .
Benders Bluff, 10 mile. We dine here, then leave tha °
creek eross over Sincer's Hill & do&m the Devils Guleh
through the Catterack of Hell, crosing the Trucky o:a'
pile of rocks, The first plunge, under went the cattls,

next came the waggon, driving them upon a thunderinz

bould
er, then a surge & the couplin broke. Here wag
he : -
11 again & the Elephant afloat, In junpt the men &

mored th
e wreck ashore away below the ford. This was

not the Ieal crosin, b t th 3 [+) the IIUCkGF-

AUGUST 25th

& :  We are
5 Dow in camp at the Truckey Meadow, a small

'mey of som
e four or five mile square surounded or en-

closd b hi h & rage [e} OI *
¥ ¥4 g d m untalns Hith SpOtB 3now Hc
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We can only sea them looking down from the face of the
mountain, while the smoke raises from their campfires far
up the Canyon. Well we have had our scanty breakfast, &
the poor steers this morning locks larger than comon,

The grass has sweld them out 50 I fear the skin will split
it we dont drive on. Up the branch & cross to the Basck-
wourth trail on the north side of the red hill & scragly
pine, 8 miles, No water or grass on this streach. To

the Peavine Spring 10 miles. Here is good water near the

base of high hill on the left bluff, & wide level om the
right, Some few graves here, Dead stock & plenty of dry

bones to burn. Indians are plenty, so lock out.

. AUGUST 26th

~ (OVER THE MOUNTAINS TO CALIFCRNIA)
This morning is colder & we roll out early. Soon
come in sight of the pine forest on the eastern slope of
the mountain, Oh, what a pleasing sight is this refresh-
ing green after a sumer's journey on the baren plain. We
now pass down through Mﬁry's Basen, the most beautiful
level & wide sheet of water; we had saw for many days. Af-
ter pasing this little lake & level comes Wire ridge, 7
miles, Now down the Golden Glade, 3 miles to the Big

Spring. Plenty of grass & water to the crosing, 10 miles.

Here we camp near the Wolf Den. It was hardly dark before
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the howl .
13 began, and kept up until the whole Beighbeysy
eighbourhggg

from
the side of the mountain was in one grand ¢
‘Lonvension

o 'S
keap up the f Sti a]. J 1101 i0n to the b Q. f
t estiv. or jo at “ ro 0

da
Y, before we could turn the stock loose to gra
frost this niorning. : | S Heaw

AUGUST 27¢h

Our
Ur teans are on the road making for the Ki
e - nney
Pring and low gap in the aountain, 2 mile
right X : ‘
ght a high Focky tower, the left @ monster
Here £3i11 your drinking cang

ley, wide & levey

blufs,
Pass into Beckwith val-

We journey on this

Oposite the inte ; the afterncon, when we are
resting 1ookg height
This we shaly naze in hopgy of some 1200 feet.

of -
tioa of the Company one Keetucky lady connec-

With del
the high ang wey sha 1eht we can only look at
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many waggons are in camp: We can now see another grove of
timber a few miles forward, This evening some musicians
from another' train coms in & gave us many lively airs on
their instruments, This give new wigor to the boys, that
joind in with others for an Indian fandango or the grzen.

This lasted sometime, when the guards were out and thes rest
turnd in.

AUGUST 28th

The stock ‘was gathered in & on we went to the Beckwith
Ranch, 2 miles, Here we found Old Jim Beckworth, once a
mountain trapper, then a miner, now a packer & speculator
in provisians, drinks, &c., for the emigrants., He had at
this time but two quarté of poor brandy about his shanty.
This I gave him §6 for, & it hardly gave the boys a taste.
We sat around the cabin for some time looking at the lan-
lord & the monster pines that overhung his shantie. These
were all objects of curiosity, particulary the trees six &
eight feet through & two hundred high. Old Jim remarkd
that these were mere saplins compared with the big trees
of Calevaras, Heré the road forks, the left & best to
{ = ) but we were persuaded by all means to keep the niger
trail through a dense forest of cedar pine & fir to Sour
run, & miles, Here we dine, then drive on 2 grasy flat 10

mile & camp.
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SUNDAY, AUGUST 29th

Scarcely anything to eat, e drove on 5 nile
3 to

the foot of the great Sierra Mountain that leoks

S0 vay
high & Steep we dread the task, !

3 But seeing tha g g
- beans ahead winding up the heights as

if thay ware making
. for the clouds, we just stop a while
; »

throy away any tha

Pa-r I].ag & P pare he » f i k k-
8 e dO e re t l&sh or € tOO d-vsfu-l cragk

+ They had to run a lin
from the forwarg yoke, make fast to

while the cattle could rest
be on their knees holding

a trse so as to hold,
Other teaas, many axen, would
while the drivers would whip &

feet. abov t e v - i narrow s ot
e th le el of the Sea 011 hl V
- t 8 p

Tested two hoy
ours, A good pPortion of this time with owr

telescope ip hang"

and taking 3 Eeéneral survey of the high &
bare -
2 B in spots, then low scrubby trees, bank
2 age looking Points, long ri

that appear Lo yawn at ever i

Y trun as they run down, until
Now 1go
range of the wilg Sierrag

-You can gee po bo
tom,
k up again to the monster

‘f -
ar to the right & Teft is the

Proainant poing ] the w
8 & high Peaks of gnoy Upon
. hole,

our minds were dp,
‘ awy in . nd
out deep meditation upon the wond=-
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erous works of pature. Truly the mountains are high, cold

& dreary locking. To give a thorough discription would not
only require a pen but a mind thats deep & far beyond that

of your humble servant, We now take down one of the ragged

spurs, so long & steep, it was necessary to save the waggons
froa distruction 1;.0 take all the cattle off but one yoke.
Then a good sizd tree, with considerable top made fast to
the rear of each wagon; then let her went, with a shower of
1little rocks that followed down the trail & the dust that
rose so high & thick it frightened some emigrants in camp

several miles below,. They took it for granted than an

eruption of the mountain had taken place, & was preparing
When we reach the Willow Ranch, 12 miles below,
Our

to leave,
we camp & buy provisions at the usual high price.
Company lookd hungary, poor, dusty, sunburnt, & ragged.

Our oxen nearly gone in, No cud, & two to make a shadow,

And there lies poor Bill Morton, one of our way pasengers

from Greenup, thats traveled 1400 miles without a shoe;

his feet so swolen they resemble two great glutts, He can-

not ride on account of the feet not going into the stirups.
. With all this he is awful ill-natured with scratches the

wool shirt put on at Salt Lake has gathered goth that have

cut through so as to ‘interfere with the skin. His case is
considered doubtful, without & change. We are now in camp

on the headwaters of the Rio de Plumas, or River of Feathers,
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AUGUST 30%h
Late in the morning we turn down one of ths roy.
rocky branches of tha North Feather 10 Riles to t.hawh .
Dois Ranch, at the head of the American Valley, H;rmi-
Some emigrants were building shanties & preparin:;:ls-
cate around, We continued down some § niles fm"Zirr t
what is termd the Unele Sam ranch, at a small gz-ov;; o:

timber,
We pitched our tents again, A feveaging jour

mey, 116 d
» ay3 on the plain undergoing many privations &

F 3
irst the rain, wind, thunder & hail, Tins.

t a.gain o cam 3 of t “nder Il}e
p.l t e Jy cabin to Shel er
=1 (o) ° n

days & weeks ag;

h S amidst Cholera, sickness and distress., The
ying & burying the dead were dail
wWay out,

spared

¥ occurances for a 1o
My God : ’
. » how thankful we should be that wa are
» 0 should we yet suffer in g strange land

Our provis;
isions ig entirely gone, but here coges Sam

Th
Omas with a fey pounds of fregh

AUGUST 31s¢

Two more te
tean
S are golg before the balance of our meat
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i{s roasted. Price, Robinson, Gilman & othsrs are hired to
take the stock to Sacrarento, which is 150 miles yet, It
is just now we begim to feel sorry to see our crowd hr.eak
up & leave for different points. Although sour looks &
hard words had often past between us on the way, now a
heartfelt calmness appeard in every bésom that began to
swell with forgivness as they leave to make new acquainte
ances in the Eldorado of the West. We now proceeci to
settle our way-bill and Cbmpany affairs, sell a portion

of our stock, The balance we keep for better prices, As

i’ we are now in the neighbourhood of the mines we shall pre-

pare on the morrow and leave,

SEPTEMBER lst

This morning is very mild. Our Company is all gone
but twelve, that is Thomsc:;n, Bruce, Clark, Johnston, Alex-
ander, Mortbn, Williaus, Richardson; Paine, Thomas, & two
others. All put what donage we could on four horses & left
for thé mouth of Melson on the Middle Feather, 10 miles,
This was due South from our enéampment; We cross'over a
Here we

high spur to what we shall tera Frank's ravine.
spread our blankets at the foot of the big tree, for the

purpose of prospecting the hill and ravine.
SEPTEMBER 2nd

Not one bite of anything to eat, but so eager a part
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g gulgh 34 Iole

son's Point, Here we 8aw for the first tine what thyy cay
gold diggers, Apgd oh, imaging our disapointmenf: &

for we had thought to wopk the mines was somthing of 4 nies

:1"-,:‘.‘11‘153.

employment ; Just to carefully dig &

gather up th, Frecions
!tuffo

Now just look at the dirty devils,
creek are in myg & water to the hips,

are diging in the white & red clay,

Scoa negap the -
others on the Folng
The little veins of

Water cozing oyt from the hil)

» Just enough to maks mortar
& slush,

The men are all dabed with wet mud driping doun

their Partly nakeq backs & leg

8, for not one has a whole
garment op,

Some I gee have but one leg to the pants,

the same .for the arams;

their head Tesembles that of a dirty
¢oal basket,

Well San, You may talk of the infernal regions

s but here ig the real natiye at the mouth of

Sun is geldon Seen at the botton of

with great difficulty the

shall speak of hereafter. W
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‘to the little store to buy beef & flour at 35 &
TS Ona pick & shovel §1L, thres onions |
L ::n::u::‘.whiskaya.so, soms other little fixens
::(:- :: boys, & ws return to our Camp, where ail ::e:tir_ag

for the nows of what we had saw in the ;
ity ival we were womswhat amusd &t the appear
N i va ed, greenhorns like ourselves, passing
e t:i:y:pick: pan & shovel, & long roll of dusty
up & down W

easi‘ Back
1 & ’ -] » 1itv 1 £gr
bl&ﬁkets on bhe X b ck beside bhis a tle

hat, wool shirt,
ining a few pounds of rusty grub, 0ld »
contain

rway in ths
d. earth colord pants, with large doo
long beard, e

romote & due
us windows in the legs, all to p
rear & numeroc

of extreme
f air. This indicated to us a life
eirculation o =

and months
Many told us they had put in weeks
bardship.

and
v i earch of ore
i over raggad hills & poj.nts in §
travling

tound none. y to enrich
Tru]. a life Of 1'.011 we undergo -
arth- But suc
- 1 h a little minel"al Qf tha e
Oursel!s wit h is

of

Men 1it up with glowing hopes

y are the lucky ombre. Many X
until their phisical strengt

n

the ways of embishious.

h
a speedy fortune in case the
wander round in this conditio

tech
r, seurvey, 1

d. then comes on disentary feever,

is exausted,

£ lice, all to torment and harrass the poor
& three kinds o . h

& disapointed miner. Well this day 8 over
heartbroken g his day 1 &

we are all full & well rested.
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_ SEPTEMBER 3rd
ol :
ery one turns out to see what can be don
ason, Thomas, Willjans, o

i Riche
aine & Sidney, buys o elain fop

v

t : %
he creel, finding seaa Places that paid
a few days,

& dom
i 8ome 1igtly pow
: sty
o n finding nothing more that would jussify
nc Wl 1]
: uded to break Up here & all go over to Pin
Sears dj, :
ggins, some twenty miles further south,.

animals were
got up & al) packd, & leaving the Fent

N
Laor

3 Grove

Tha

River we take up one of those ste

for 8 miles to Onion Valley
2 cold hollow, .

ep and ‘everlasting hills
: three cabing in tha head of
el ere we had to stay all night

ed & pay 30 Cert s .a pound for
eat.. We are noy 11; the nej,

Lay out-
the hay our animals

& other rich gigg; Ehbourhiood of Poormants Greex
one of the hi "8+ Butwe goan pasing the Pilot Peak
€ highest on the range )

this ig Whiskey digging Some few miles beyond

Th
€re are many good claims hers,

& 5ti1] we
€0 on
Over a high ridge to Slate Creek, Then
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the world for noise, until a few nights it was puld down,
Then part of the devils left. I was glad when the whole

concern foll in, for none would work while thare was frolic

& fun.
concluded to break up & every ore for himself.

We hung round this hell hole for some few days, then
Thompson,

Bruce, Alexander, Morton & Johnson went down two miles to

Sears diggins & began work in the mines, &c., while I re-

maind at ths grove as hosler in a fish & potatoe store.

Be-

fore this we had sold two ponies at $65 each; still the Com-

pany had one. Then -I bought a fine mule, & undertook to

hire them out at $12 the day. Il had a ecouple of customers

to call, Tom Plerce & Tom Ca.mpbéll. They hired, mounted,
rode off & never returnd. So I lost a fine mule & the Come-

pany a hoi‘se. This was the first nip for a new beginer, 1

was here employed in a provision store by Mr.
ean, while he went down to Sacramento,

- of his partner

also ten mules down for the purpose of buying gocds for

house. He sold the mules, then run off with all. This

broke the Boss up &
sold, I was very sick for some
up my blankets & movd down to the §
set my camp on the East side of a th
I established myself for the balance of
Mr. Sam Thoms & B. Williams scon joind me

ears diggins, where
undering big log.
Qctober.
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Brown, A Chile
125 miles, in search

that had taken some hundreds of dollars &

the

of courss I was dischargd when all was

few days, then I gathered

I

Here

However,

in prospecting.



For near three weeks we sunk holes from ten to forty £
Ty faat

d -
eep. Found nothing very good, still we made go-

about - the creek & rav ;
ines. Besides, took up a eclaiu &

worked soms for other people,

EOVEMBER

v
oted President Pearce. The next days ws haar that th
k]

City of Sacramento had entirely burnt up

, - -

way of F )
ort Hall, & only cost me two & a half dollars

This w, ;
_was the express charge in bringing it from the Sae

rame
ato office, A letter from homs is so very preci
ous

I must note it down,
(LETTER
@m FOUISE, DAUGHTER OF THE DIARIST)

it May 27, 1852,

I recvd your
ve
-8ince. Delighted w;lg ég::;?sung letter one week

& soforth o b tion
is better. “Tﬁgefplams. Ma is walff “Unciers health
favourable prog org Looks well, Garden a, with
down in July gecﬁs' If Ma does not ¢ g
8 general l.malt.:rite ker often & sandol?frup Ay
. 1 ) good, ver at a modium ﬁg‘gs.
session, & Kifney 15 got 13;‘022;‘:213@?13-. Court is
o fast with his
hanscme beeauss it is
Y2 were at Circin-
Tha chairs,
All look beauti-
¢ lessons. Health iz~

1% 1itsle

"This raied th
: )
Price of flour to fifty cents the pound. OCn the fifth I

o

eircus,

fore sundown we reac

full we had to camp out under a tree.

Tom, Jim Wool & Frank Faraham for $250.
for every pan s
" with the dough & set to worke
to buy 200 feet of Yusber fo
our backs over a mile.
we had one sack of onlons & 8 1ittl

4n made our sluice boxes & soon began to

e A AL Ll s

roving. Circus ccaing in next wesk., A fair to be
eld for benefit of church, The infant comes with
Mr., Andrew Christan maried the school teach-
er, Mrs Scott, I wrote you to Saint Jo and Fort Lar-
amie this I direct ahead to Fort Hall, for I fear you
pass before they reach, I am anxious to know how you
succeeded in geting up your train, stock, &c, Did
you get a good mule or horse for yourself? I am so
fraid you will get sick, & Pa we are only on the hops
of your safe return. It is all wo have to keep us up.
Write often, it gives so much satisfaction. In return
we have but little fream a full heart, teeming with
warn feelings for your interest & welfare. From Kin-
ney & your daughter Louize, Goodby, God bless you.
Portsmouth, Chio. To my Father on the plains,

SUNDAY, NOVEMBER 7th

Sears diggins. This day Williams, Sam Thomas and my=-

self pack up our blankets, fry-pan & camp kettle & leave for
the mines on Rabbit Creek, which is only five mile belew.
going down the ridge I pickd up 2 212 pair of b:_l.ankets. Ba=

h Lester®s hotel, but the house was so

HOVEMBER 8th

We lookd round and bought in with three others, Frenchy

howed froa twenty-five to 30 cents. We down

The first thing we done was

r §,5, & this we had to cary om

Mow there was six of us in camp, &
e sour meal, We pitchd

gather in the dust,
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The ground was good,

.
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&b
Uy potatoes & beef at 45 cents the pound,.. op +
. Fe Lo gig

hill w '
a3 our little cabin, four logs high, no wi.o.
dirt floor covered with bark & brush émall e
: y BE gangyway

B

th
e middle chimney in the ceorner., Cur furnos.o-

fixe
: n8, tin plates, rusty cups, fry-pan & ezom |
2 23D kottd

3

2Z l n.l.! iﬁ t\hs

gold fields of cali.fol a 7 ws [+) W 103' a Ig, il 3
ni ® d ne - Bll 3 7
L widy

the winter, LR A

i .
o French tom & T wWare sent to the wallsy to
€er that we ecoulg drive up | J

NOVEMBER 20th

The mrnins r
ather gloon
feet snow had fe1], v e flourey of tares

The ever
beam:iru]_-' tall & way greens were now in robes o

te,
€. It is imposible for me to dese

= ess o
Upon the traj] by way of 5508 fes¥ons “.Ta b

Lexi :
Bountain, 20 miles to veken Hanse: & w4 on. o £16

Str.
awbury Valley. Here the snow dis-
the &enchman'a Inn. The next day

urther, Then 25 miles

; - b0 Maryvilje
nea :
Feather River, s ¥ the Junction of the Uba &

Thi

iy 8 1s rather g swall town, but full of

pe » being Minery Tounded into a rough look
ro ooking

A it

e I —

s st ke AN

il s

harbor. However, the supper was good, & w2 soon tumbled

in one corner of tha dirty loft. The light was no soomer
extinguished than a heard of rats mounted owr bunk as if
determind to take us. Anyhow, these with a few graybacks
¥ren morning

We huried

& fleas, gave us exercise for the night.
came Tom's hat was gong, & the crcwn out of mine.
down made our report to the lamlord that consold us by say-
ing it was well to be no worse off; take your bitters and
make this your stoping place while in the Valley. After
breakfast cross over to Uba City, on the weat side of the
river. Here we were inforxzd that aa Indian Puneral was
about to take place at the ranch just below. We, in company
with two others went down to witress the effecting scens. '
Before reaching the spot heard a wonderful noise with Indien
yells denoting death approaching near where the body lay. It

was a most effecting sight. There was many squaws, soma of
rolling on

them very old, standing about the body, others
& howl-

the ground in a most lamentable and agonizing maner,
Some would madly throw theaselves upon
the body in the wildest anguish & remain there until pulled
off to make room for the next. We were truly effected & '
shment at the agonizing grief of the poor

le to stand with age, while a continued
; Now for the ;

ing most pit._.’tousiy.

lookd with astoni

old squaws hardly ab
oun their withered faces.

stream of tears ran d
Indians had gathered & closely

most horable sight. The
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AUGUST 7th

Hung, st

- t;hary ock & late start, Howavar all g

and e lit ; o

) okl tle Steep wg €%  Now comss Grizziy N

and & 9 Ice Creok 3 miles, This is ¢; oy
e bast gp

s Willows g
- Soms grass, wu,

water & good Caaping eroyng

turn our g¢
ock
loose ¢ take g bDap oursely.
_ 3. The 1aat

39 brokea i
5 5 TOLen wazzons
re £ill your Water-cans e
gra

and raigp o high

88 or wWater t o4
O thsg top of G.?’ﬂﬁieﬂ Rig ]
=%y

S N CLR

s m—

S riran i

T

s N S S e S B ettt e B SR i i e

AUGUST 10th
Hurry the grub & are off on a wide level, Ths tall
grass on our right is thick, & stands up like a great medow
To the river again, Here we caup, to give

Miller from Michigan is about

for ten miles,
the sick rest or time to die.
gone in with some others.

AUGUST 11th _

Our sick are some better, & we ars in line with a long
train of waggons that keep all left hand roads over which
is cald Whirlwind Valley, several miles wide & quite baren;
only in the way of reptiles, black & gray lizards from 4 to
8 inches long., They can outrun a prairie dog. The spider
is also very black & looks a good deal like a chesnut burr,
They have four long legs & when you approach them they will
turn & rair upon their hind feet so as to give battle., The
snakes are short & stout, soze the coler of the sand, wide
head & red eys., They also will turn upon you & even jump gE
towards you if you raise the whip to 3£rike thes, Gophers
are also plenty in this valley, & the kiotes are always
lurking about their towns to ketch them out. We see lots
of antelope & wolf here. The boys are doing their best to
keep us in meat as our provisions are nearly gine. On
this streach there is no water until you reach the creek &

at a low bluff, 18 mile. Here we camp near the road that

«9l=
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AUGUST 124
4 long ling of waggo
flat Covered

2
The wily

".’E‘DTO&!J :‘.'T‘hﬁ..i“'? . ‘{%];
aiinds

miles, or &0 on to
Then to the ereskr g
0t up the last tywy
Wagons 27,
the way of gana,
&1 fox,
+ 28 our baken wag
- Bood, byt Reynargr

boilg p .
1a well, e Boys was

The boys

3 Tabits, wolves Somg ducks,

Sagehen,
Thess answered a good Pife
all Egone,

The rabits .
8 flavoyr r & foul wore

ather strong although we
8atisfieqd with a sma1l

Many sick & dying.

th
€ encampment, sheared

Hoovep:
B0 mi]es, Here 4 ¢ S L bad enough to the creek
ead man wa d
3 found in th .
e willows,
S =92«
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Likely bad went in there for drink & the Indians spzared

& stripd bim of clothing, &c. The road is msar the river

now for ten miles to tha point of Dorches ridge, where we

camp & find another skeleton in the brush. This day wo
had to leave two of our Ccmpany wagons, Miller & Luther
had men so sick they could not travel. OQur stock of pro-

visions so far gone we had to push forward. Today, 7

graves, wagons 37 & dead stock 57. Plenty of grass and
hens, & wolves to howl all night, ‘

AUGUST 14th
We had bread & water for breakfast, that is, more
water than bread. Our stock now very poor. We threw away |
everything we could in. order to lighten the loads, Even
all this, & the steers often lay down as they travel along
to the round meadow oposite Indian Hill, & miles, Next is
Billy's Bluff, 6 miles, Now deep sand, the country so poor
the gl;ashOpers are all dying for the want of greecewocod &
sage, We cross the sandy flat & camp. Today pass 4 graves,

broke wagons only 29, dead stock L1, Beside t.pese, several
on the left.

AUGUST 15th

This morning no bread, but we bot the side of a poor

Steer that boild very well, but drew up wonderfully when

ould without salt, & drove

roasted, We done the best we ¢

=93-
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on down the slippary riyes

. 60 .o
bank, 10 mijes, 70 feot wide ¢ ki

011 tha bluff the-sam 13
T again,

Biles to the riye deep for gy

SC28 othor ¢p-as

s The whole road is linog

Some cattls apg 3
5 1n
Thi Yo 4
8 looks bard, put so it is,

then are sick, 4 5 .~ “FeIn fron Coluabus, Some of

.1013& he.l"a 5 ol ear dyingo Gravez are very plent.y all
» dead st

is 8o gmat‘ ck Rake you ﬂick, the stench

I must p
€re note dowp the most stupendeous

Mo :
» unt Marja over a mile high with

he parp
©¥ TOop. Beside this a ledge,

To the
.Here the Lawson Trail

~G4e

'\

e e

TN G e b

i o g

s T

B

bears off to Shasty, but we keep down the bend to a low,

ashy bluff, 5 miles. Now pass over a poor saleratus flat

to the creek again, 6 mile,
Doctor Stambaugh from Columbus is about dying.

Here we camp near Coulter's

train.
This day we have seen 18 graves, 87 burnt waggons, dead

cattle, 104. The road is dusty, great whirlwinds, & in

spots the dry gras on fire,

AUGUST 17th
Was rather gloomy seeing some of our neighboring travel-

ers preparing to dig graves. Others waiting with impatience

for their comrades to die, so they could get ahead & soon

reach the mines., Our necsity in the way of grub drove us

on over a dry, sandy level, Neither wood, water nor grass

Here is a high bluff, & far round
Some few willows aleng the

to the river, 12 mile.
is nothing but low sage & sand.
margin of the stream can be cut to feed the stock, Now
raise the sandy bluff again & behold the great Sagefield

before you, It is 12 miles over this sand flat to the

About half-way is a dry gullie & bone yard,
From this

river again,
whare we saw some cattle had died in the yoXke.

we bore off to the left 1 mile, & pitchd our tents on the

edge of the high bluff. By some means a part of our stock

‘got down to the water & willows, but when morning came I

noticed our men had t¢ windlass them up again. Poor things,

\\\,‘
™
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they took it so very bard, 1 thought their nag!

kg fillly
a foot longer than they wepe

the day before, Ca, the
broke Waggons & deag stock today,

AUGUST 18th
We drive on the hig

h baren f
oW & low blufp then a dusty tpas

Diggertg Mound, 15 niles,
fare & 8pring,

=]
©
("9
g
o
o]
w
g
&
8
3
&8
B
o
B
g
®
3
2
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i S e e e il

C8a
& man of u Supper a Ea ‘

AUGUST 20th
V s in
11 out very early with a few bundles of gras
¥e ro

L. o The road
ong & all the cans & water casks full
the wagg

more than beautiful, without water, grass, or hr:iht::
::e lower end oflthe Sink, 15 miles., Here wes c:zes >
ery edge of the desert. Just behind there is S
;ez stock & burnt waggons, Before us far out orest Enia

el, . for the want of something for the eye to i
t:: wt:ola west appears like a great sheet of water,

e of the Humbo 1 nothing
In Speaking lt' Bhich ]

2O is8e ¢ eek s the who.
more bhan a Od 818 V 3 ; unl e3 t L} ()
e i he spring 'y it is 3 0 miles 2
fl' roded n t about 0 V long 'iﬂds
i Ely dolin thr Ough a sand, or Salel atus iall €ys3 snﬂetmes
Iathel narrow the ens outb fOI sever al miles. Ihe h.i.gh

Y the north is
an ral n the sout si » j.le
hills are g B. [+} u h dE wh

mos I b wa d()wn to the lower end Of
t Y o ‘

mile of each.
Th i a mil f
e two hills close within half ‘
he Sinkc
other, & a nice gravly ridge, fifty feet high, pases along
: the end of one hill to _the
desert from
the edge of the
he water of the Humbolt wides out from 1 to 400
other, & the
? ) A
yvards for some féw miles before it reaches this gravly

oW Ccre S is t ligh
lidge, where a narr reva cut hro & lets thﬂ

n the sandy desert at high tide. ) b
water out o : id But

i



e iy

ent appearancas tus

s the

"P 44l graves, i Put thus far our journay frata
* en wa haVG a few ,

: nazes by the }

€ry train from the South side

TAad ona,
ek T

of the Platte, whieh £ralls

We could gathsp
or
’ dry bones, stuck up a3} tha

Sometimeg the scull or shin bone

Crab Cumber &
2752 & D. Lewia from iisguri]
» Bu B, NelgonChR Sperry, I11i
Son, Daniel Carpenter,

~98-
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¥Er., Hill from Michizan; Eliza D. Balley; Gsorge

- Ball, from Bheslergburg, Chio; Clark & Company'a

train; I. Les, Joha Eduwsrds, M. Conamt, J. Bar-
rett, Mrs. Rosarah Conslics, John Holtom, Joka D.

- ¥ay, J. J. Jedscn, D. Hendersom, ¥m. Wilson, H.

Brenan, John Bush, T. Bzed, Illinois; I, Moon,
¥ary E., Doang, lr. Thacker, Ceorge Willis, P.
Muir, Kentuckys 0. Cooper, Poter Peity, I. Johns-
ton, P. Mahony, W. W. Wilson, lr. Bowers, Mr Bsach,
¥Mr Baird, H. ioore, L. Lee, I. Viger, I. HcEecever,
W. E. Steras, Tllinois; H. A. BEadferd, Mary acy,
E. ¥heoler & son froa lichigan; Ceorge Edy, Isaac
Lot, John HMusser, Chioj C. C. HeFarland, W Eait,
D. Gocdwin, I, Lorgz, !ir. Piburn, froa Hissourij
Mrs. Craig, Miss Hunt, Perry Reynolds, & Watson,
from Indiana; Amanuel Jenings, T. Bzdford, H,
Hicksoon, H. Yadworth, Illinois; Elizateth Vaughan,
Rachel Andrsws, Jcha DBenison, lrs. Farington, Con-
rad Turner, D. B, Miller, Chio; E. Peach, Miss
Boyd, R. Crabtrge, Elias Baker, ¥, Bains, Sarzh
Sterash, Benry Barker, Missouri; I. Holzan, Jo.
Longley, Joha Caw, T. F., Watkins, C. S. Coner,

M. Bubbard, H. Hogard, Rachel Booth, H. Campbell,
James Boyd, Illinois; Amos 4. Noore, Susan Je
Riley, Eliza Bening, Mary A, May, S. H. Brigham,
S. Allen, Catherine Pcoth, Iaria Eoyle, A. Crider,

' A, C. Prisor, A. J. Fadox, H, Sager, Missouri;

Apn Cotrill, Mary E, Misard, D. C., R. H. Allison,
¥W. M. Marchead, W. S. Greely, D. Ganger leclianus,
G. C. Baxton, George Brooks, H. Curtis, Chioj
Charles Troxler, ¥W. Meradith, C, lMoon, I. B. Fat-
terson, W. 0. Smith, C. Sharp, Michigan; Fred
Huntly, E. A. Hebb, ¥m. Barms, M. D. Mirer, I.
Blake, Tate, of Missourie hung for the murder of
T. Miller, Icne Crawford, Miss S. Haughn, Mary E.
Fitch, H. Fairmount, M. Rose, I. B. Hichols, Henry
Moss, Saml Hank, S. Green, ¥Wa. M. Cane, Uriah Hun-
son, H, Pugh, A. J. Robimeting, Mre Cé_mfield, I11-
inois; Mrs, Perkins, Hiss Josephine Gilmore, Mr
Barker & lary C. Barker, Missouri; G. Saith, I. W.
Snodgrass, Miss Maria Lapgstonm, ¥rs. A. Campbell,
A. Swan, Miller Irwin, Elizabeth Stuart, R. Cbam-
bers, Miss M. Kirby, Miss M. Crallace, F. L. Cole-
man, Wa. Jackson, Charles A. Hount, D. Faggard,
M. J. Henderson, I.Fliiang, Mary Pete, G. W. Baty,
I. H. Swaney, John Flseke

Baley, Hissyétons, Hissouri; Jaies ?m‘gaﬂoil‘. é-tz-
Proutz, J. C. Strong, Chio; John Hoiland, L. Ca
rill, Mary J. Clemons, Julia E. 5, Farmington,

r, Helly Osburn, Mary
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AUGUST 21st
(ACROSS THE DESERT TO THE SIERRA NEVADA)

e L TR

Rumbolt, long be-
: at the sink of the
As wé lay in camp

b b AR A € i 4y

S. Count, p, MeCall, "Jamas Hount s
8on, Edward Kirby K E. B, Kirk, Jo, I.n
Nelsanly, Davig Wilson, Russall Jous
Thompson, Mrs. Watson, '1;

le donage -
- hen a2 grave, litt

I oy s sand, Now & t

hel P » s, Koyle, Any Hung, ' of the glittering

che arsons, Mr, Chj]_darg, Hiram & Jo Soie

fo! on
ise our teams were on the trail marching forward
fore sunriss

ightress
. Very little to note save the dust & brig
the desert.’.

drop of water or
2ith, One low bluff, & not a drop

0., Missouri; lirg Mitchell, hrg & dead stock. ing, 25 mile, This after-
LY PR Y - UL LT bt A ) § B L]

Vis, Miss Cane, ‘Mrg. Duncan, prg, Shova, R, s to the Boiling Spring,

Crabtree, Mp, Bairdsley, H, B-.;.};-sr, S. P, Baed, . ] spear of gras

G. W, Yagnar, Mr, Bates, Charleg Yhitnzy, u, H,

mg‘ord, c. Harison,

i

: 8
: 3. E. Hitchell, Hary E, in the road. I thought it was gon
Raii % o 152”%“'5‘2?%%“’93&2? Baty, became faint & lay down in my gun pouch, stove
® 4y G, B, “m,. e et 4 I ter
m.ipigselﬁ’ D. B. Sal‘;er, E. ° ’ye.‘.", 5 ::'333"33‘, f in, but I had pear a quart. of wa
Rois; Harvey p, Mary, Cornilius D. Moung ’
- Baugh, Mary & Hamond, g, Gilbreath, D, s. |
Mre, Bacs ﬁf. Burton, Chio; R, Children, ;«4. -Legen, |
S, Ward, [, Baltimore: ¥, M, chnsen, ‘ v W K
* N. Stanley, p. Mccéll, 6. ¥, f.a_ncaster, W do f where we found the water
I.utlifzi‘. Elizy yoesy S, Reese, Illinois; L, -Lé § the train to the spring,
Za Wheeler Maria Jonag Elenor J, §
Jordon, -, Blake & pBol Keq 102 [

00 was ome d stance forwar d 0. the tr ain my p bl ,
I -] i f » ChLE
noon

in my ha . crown & ga ve 1t thﬂ dI ink. This soon r Ble&id
v i
‘ fEI‘ ng beast Q t was able to et u & 0 on with

There were lots
sundown,
ke . gy I, Mathe il, It was now
8ws, from London, omg?eﬁés?’o}dfeéﬁg% 'b;v his Cap- tremendious bo tin cans laying about & we soon
f:ifﬁ ;1;0 "a; hlgng; Jo W." Perkins, mr, Garﬁanfer’ = of kegs, buckets & large I
Pp, T, F, Moore Iowa; Withrey Ky Mesly - o in part, so

VfSCilsionDRal\jiora& b% all;'l }J‘rjo_h]é Bro(i:m ,Bsag?hﬂfﬁ.' =4 S Rl pi od bawling at the sight

8 A a - i, sher « B, e [ : : sto
s; ﬁnghggﬂi'&ﬂicmrd King, c. Stanleyéﬁﬁango } cool for the stock. As they
, S Coo Fisher, g, Ce Lamb, , ard,

”;'ﬁ};er gorytanley & Catnide) *yands Eliza M,

in to
some distance
th ater we had to drive them off
of the w
+ Barker, W, C. Hard-
arsons u . 2 O Bar
f{:x‘d, Jo Lalas 3 ’MR P. Hardeastle,
8

the party during
‘: keep them quiet for a while, Soze of They were put in
- Jd. D, Hardca’.st]..e .C?ars‘gggftieﬂalég: “ }?I. ‘l;‘fy, ' he day had kiled a couple of grouse. iyt
B::'aﬁke;:riagilscn, Ali’aert Duning, Spragﬁe Blackley, " the day ¥ 5 B
Wheeier, M, 57 % Kennet, Wm, Forbs, Barker &

i
the camp kettle, set in the spr ng’ing is four or five

% k. g e i ’ 1 spr
i!om:gomery, e ng; 5?u3§eg?m?n;§§m,x I{aﬁ?sf —_ boild to pieces. The principa & boils at a wonder-

Reed, Mr3, McCle nd, ‘Mrs, Smith Goodhue, W, O, . ) n feet across,
- &nit{l’ H. &, Webb, Doctor Stambaugh, from Columbus feet deep, eight or te

©; A, Swap & Bates, George’ Brooks, D. Fagard,

John Ghost, '+ Jo Kinder :

Turper

then p
ed here 3 hours

Re Crabt Conrad . We tari

» Frank]jp, County,* Bt soy ful :T-ace

ut. forward about
io; J, B. Spurgeon, Mis-~

100~
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ten in the eveni
ng. Just as wag w
ere leaving o
32 of the

y -] p e ¢ ess cask hc 3 i Fed &
g i & ° B :?
bo S set fj re to & lar l f k & Py ¥are

8oon in
a great blazs, the light of Which apranng
P2ard to gs.

tonish the Reighboring wolves,

,-hwl They get Up-a foarpmy

while we drove
O passing during th :
@ .
dead & worp down stock, Right otz of
sand,

SUNDAY, AUGUST 22ng

whiping to get the axen along,

backs and‘h
ips were Cut with the lash so the blood
was

all the tipg
trickeling ¢
oWn, while many were lowg :
cuing as

M. We reachq the little
wide and 3g miles bsyond

they Woried along until 2 p

Stre
A, Trucky River, go foot

Here at the
eaigrants in camp, Lots of
Dirty & hungary looking

=102.
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AUGUST 23rg
Our -start is late & the road goeé up the river betwsen
two dark & ragged looking mountains. We soon begin to cross
& recross the darndest rough & rocky fords .ever attempted

before. The water swift, desp & full of round boulders

from the size of a diner pot to that of a four foot stump.

Here was cursing of the bardest kind., The cattle got a-

straddle of some & were completely on a balance for some
time, then fell off our waggon on coupled the hind part &
bed went down the stream some of the donage floated off
Bili Morton lost his carpet-sack, Kinsey his bundle & Perin

his gun, After crosing four times we follow up to the Griz-
sly cliffs 10 miles, Here is a place of teror. Wild &

fearfull looking mountains high on each side, then closed

in to a narrow kanyon., For some distance we pass up what

we shall term the Lime Kiln Hollow over bhite's Mountain
down what they call Eell's Hackle to the river, 5 miles.

Here we camp & are soon joind by a szall band of Piute In-

dians, They were friends & proposed a dance. The music

was brot out, the circle formd. Then began the song of

the Sidcusher, Oh, what a flaping of letker legins & wet

mocasins. Now & then a keen yell & a whoop, with a heavy

tread until the tune was done., Then all to our blankets,

gave the guards on duty.

Y



TO THE EDITOR OF THE DESERET NEYS:

"0ur train, seven waggons,

Saventy ‘head of
stock, thirty-six men, four ladies & tuo nisses,
left the frontiers the sixth of May. Blusts !

weather for a

while, then a dusty trail with
on the lins, Cholerg, measals,
New grawag by
from Misaourie,
Waggons, 215, Dead gtoglk, 1
mostly cattle, Snow on the mountains, Sixtye !
8éven days out only ona death in our Cempany -
with some sickness; but now in good spirit,
our arival at tha beautiful & well ald out
City on the Lake, where wa have resided the
last five days, more thap kindly treatsqg by all;
hope they may liva long to ¢
enjoy the beauty & richness of tha Valley, grey-
ing in strength, wisdom & wealth until theip
name, with the Gity,

shall tower high like the
hills that Suround them,n

Clark & Company, ;
On the move after a few words & friendly grip.

left to follow Up the train which 1 overtock at the
bath hoyge the other eng of the Citj.

b1
great

This grand estab- ;
lishment ig bountii‘ully suplied with ho

t & cold water by
two gushing Springs from thg hill close

to a boil while the other is ¢co1d & con
to the spot,

by. One is nearly

veyed in treaches

Gileg Thornton, the Very meanest of our pas-

Sengers, while Standing at the hot Pool said from present
&ppearances he thought the Morm
they could get without tuneling
ordersqd forward to take charge o

Dearly on the left,

on location as near hell as
in, He was immediately

T bis poor team that was

He went op growling to the next hot
bole, three mijes, Here is anotper simering stream gushing
74

fron under the rock, forming a desp pool at the base, where
tock is often badly scalded by rumang in a hury into th:
'lear basin, Some are now lying dead pearby. Most of the
:alley here is under cul;ivation; & so on for 12 mi.l:: ::me
a great grassy flat near the lake where we camp & s:ad e
of the boys back to the City im search of stock ve& i
Our.position here gave us a fine view of the Lake :h e
valley with a h:l_.gh range of mountains on the e::ey 2
principal ﬁoints are 'now capt with snow, Theﬁems :
clean, rich & level, with high grass & lar::a s
wheat, each stalk having from one to five .The .
causes it to yleld 60 & 70 bushel to the acre,

et round to
are not yet fenced in, but a few stakes are s .
dissignate the ground. 7 _

SUNDAY, JULY 18th 1
le articles.
We visited the neighbours, bot some 1litt

s "y e near getting
Had two hOI Ses Shoi‘-o Stole an ox cke & cam ,
‘ C but theil
a cOuple bo ran h

been traind by
' sharp, Probably they had be h
ool So we left for our camp, & the

R

some of the Mormon deacons.

o
boys came in without the lost stoc

-JULY 19th

Long be!o 8 Dd our Hay L
¢ sunrisa on the tr 11 wi 1ng V

Here is a small vilage

: mile.
northward to Flitter Creeck 10
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hear the lake, Wide valley & good Toad

Funy Run 6 :
Oposite the gpoy bank on the po t HHes. =
unt,

the side of 4 €old brapch ¥ canp ag
bit & hawg, * Have a good supper; hen rabe

. in Pl"ice Btole tha ;s
is t -] uon-

Fine Settlenent hers,

ik

Nt il v

fhito

|
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think the most beautiful portion of the valey & the moune

Scens grand even beyond discription. Under a small

tain.
tree on the bank of the stream was a smith busy shoeing

cxen at §12 the yoke. Several Indians were standing by to

ses the work go on., Just after crosing the ereck the road

passes around, & near the base of Louise Deme, one of the

most grand & rocky Towers bordering on ths lake. It is

pearly purpendicular & must be 25 or 2600 feet high. The:

road keeps near the base of the mountain for 3 miles to the

Kinsey Spring. Here £ill your water cans., Here the valley

is some ten miles wide, high grass and most beautiful to
The mountain to our right continues the saze
To the hot & cold

look over.
bhigh & is romantic in the extreme.
Here we camp and boil our supper by set-
Within six feet

Spring, 10 mile.
ting the camp kettle in the hot spring.
of this same boiling pool ccmes out water cool enough to

drink, but rather brackish., No fire is wanted here for

boiling purposes. The valley still continues very wide,

but the water in this arm of the lake that we caze up is
about gone or nearly So.

: JULY 23rd

Long before sunrise our teass, in Company with & long
line of others, were on the road hurrying up towards the

Bear River that emties itself & sinks in the head of the

=77=
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- valley, 10 miles, Here we had to ferz'y‘ ths w»
#3 each, & swin the stock, : e
80 yards wide,

The river ig Tather dogy g
-Sinks a few miles -balew us, Herg f;“l
your cans, Forty miles to good water &zain s
are crosing at the ford above the ferrs: .

¥aggon bed, grub & clothing,

Some tonng

[xRiis] l(ﬁ";@ thalp

in to save
i & portion of the flecating donage, while ;
c ) woran
en are standing on the bank erying
A, 23 the pluniee

The ¢a
1o sheet of water, without a break

With the grassy flat of some

T
2 Tills the mind with a landscape

on .
ach Side, then the noble look=

r
!
E
|

\
§
1
|
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that will never be forgotiens Our teams were now far ahead
& we hurry up the ponies over a poor & barren looking glade
between two hills for soms distance to Bartlow's Hollow &
Grasshopper Eill, Poor & broken country covered with large
grasshoppers that lay ian ths road on.a & two inchés deep, &
still enougzh ia the air to obscurs the light of the sun, .
This laéted but a few moments when all was clear save ths
cloud of dust rising frem the trail as the famished teaas

are hurrying dovm the long dry slope to the Blue Springs,

17 miles., This water not only warm, but when coold so

salt, one can hardly drink jt. We rested here until csar

sundown, gatheéred up & put forward to Sage Hill, & mile_.

It is now dusk & a more desolate looking place I have never

seen, To Scrub Ridge & Haunted Hollow L miles. Pass the
high mound, then the rcad is good to the Hemsel Spring, 7

miles. We reach this noted watering place just at day-
light, '

‘SUNDAY, JULY 25th

We lay by to rest the stock & fasten our waggon tires

which took up the greater part of the day. Some grass &

cedar points here. Sage hen, wolf & sheep ars plenty. But
keep a good lookout for the red skins that watch the water-
ing points, This day we count 139 waggons that pass our

camp, Nearby us is 9 broken waggons, 3 dead horses, & 11

7.
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Stee
T8, 2 old saddls & a cook sStove

JULY 25¢h

at dajbxeak =3 i -
] m S n.:b

-baren flat 12 miles wide g

We ro11 out

deuwy !
i to ghy Tula

88
ven Eileﬁ. Ehi-‘.):- ia é et
2
” 103& e-?.',clo;." ..§ cn e..lm. 83

2 By
hat streach &¥ay im thp digtane

over a lsvel 15 miles ¢, ths |

P
_ V:llot Springs, where we got our

i = CA%p upon tha gang for the
good; goggs EXa3s, with sags ¢ b
Z2 to

ary,
D this wide & lo

Hbt even a ljush is seen O, 3rd
i
) ng le el that B 5?
i@t.

‘reach miles beyond our g

To got rid of Giles
he last five dollars he kad to
_He accepted and barefocted
balance of the journey., The
dorage thrown out & de-
share ope tin cup,
» & a parg

; a dingéd
of the old burat

b e

:
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others bad gone forward om the road to the point of a high
mountain on the left, 5 mile. Here is grass, & water, A
more delightful grove of small cedars I never saw. Oa to
the edge of M. Louiss Valley, which is level, long & wide.
The road now bgars along & pear the base of ths high & sav-
age looking rangz enm your left to the run & rocky bench, 10
miles. Here we camp. Soon after there ¢ams several Shisn
or Shawnee Mim, for they spoke the dialect mearly to
perfection. We gave them presents, bread &c., We have only
cong 15 miles today & I have now time to step upon the
rocky bench with my glass & overlook this M, Louise Valley.
It is equal in beauty to amy I have ever saw, level well-set,
with ‘high grass & sage, without bush or tree; twenty miles
wide & looks to be 60 or 80 long with the Kinney's Range on
the east. The west is hemd in by a dark barén'chain that
streaches far north. I now see the indians about camp so I

aust go douﬁ and spend the evening with them.

JULY 28th
As usual e.a.u-ly on the road to Downey's bench and Car-
penter's Creek, 12 miles, This branch takes 1ts name for
Carpenter, of Columbus, Chio who is buried on its bank.
The bench to our left is smooth, a half mile long & 400
feet high. Friend, should you ever pass, fail not to go
up & £ill the mind with i sight that will hardly ever be
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met again., Just ‘beyond thig is My Wifers Tower,

Steep & pointed near 600 feet high,
leave the eresk on our right, pass th
Poney Run, 7 miles,
carol,

Soom agter thiz ua
e greatg S2ge fiold ¢y
Here we pitch Our tents & forn the

JULY 29th
On the roag to ths Creek 2 milesg,

Then willeys &
&rass for 3,

Now eross over the flat towards the Peliean

heights & Grizzlie Spring, Here is wild & réck}' wonders

%o gaze op until you reach the junctiop of the Lake &

Fort Hall rdad, 2 mile,

They are 3n lumps,
Some resemble the trunks of old trees, others that of a
.t‘urnace-stack from ten tq 70 feet b
two go Very noted g they are
White & toier-able high,
the white chimneyg

igh. There _is but
close ﬁogether, nearly

Upon the whole they much reseable
of a ruineg ¢ty or tombs & spires of a

gigantje graveyarq, Here wq @eet with some of the saze old

FC.!'J' l'c:g’

i

e i e i
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e time. The rcad is appearantly thronged with wag-
for som e

The last five miles I have counted 13 graves, 21 dead
EONSe

ers & 7 waggons, e now leave the Indian Spring, pass
s:::oug!:z a low sag of the Goose Crezk hills one mile, to head
:r small ravine;' then a ragged ridge with deep canyons o:
each side, dowm to the branch 5 miles. Here wa ﬁ.nzo :u:
dead stock & lots of broken waggons for 2 miles to f
The scenery here is wild & romantic & far surpas
One tremendious slide with

Creek.
ive.
discription I can g =5
N ibable peaks & high benches, of more than astoni
indescr

¢ one on the
i f which.is the squar

; the prineipal o

ing wonder; t

reek. It gives
oposite or morth side as you go down to the ¢

00 high,
th & straight front of scme 800 feet long by &
a smoo

er would make
Both corners are turnd exactly like the gardn

uff, ons
steep is the bluff,

he flowers, So very

a high bed for t

hardl 1 of
t up & on the top where is a nice leve
- ol he centre, &
three or four acres, with a saall mound in t gl
looking little trees on that, whic
five singular lo

in maid.
the grove & lurking place for the mounta _

th tents
This morning is mild .& our train of waggons wi 4
&c appear : r of the grand
: i in the cente
etting right
. P s to be s

: f the earth. ©h could you but imagine the wild=

panarama o

ness of th oV n the masterly mom:bains. &,
.
£ LOOk P to
e ¢ ® : ;
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many prominent points g glittering 8and banks g

tinged with the light of the morning Sun, dmparts g, the
mind a Something deep & thoughtful ip rature, & it won
derful workg, ¥hile a few of us arg

at the cliffs that appear tq be 1

g1 1,

standing hory £aing

it wp in a zlow of gup.
the boys have hitehd up g

drovs on, We turned ¢
our poneys, Just starting,

leggins, They told me they

. Were a band of the Chico, or
small tripe belonging ¢o the

Iron Hwads of the middle
the Canadian Trappers, sold
Lo their numerous Campoodies
& water so long as we chooss
nife and tomhawk, for which

We could spare none, but gave thenm

They Wanted to buy &k
they offered g horse,

small prg
present ;: left, ?olloued UP the creek 9 miles to

-84
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JULY 31s¢

We move up the grassy flat of the cresck to thse Iron
Kenyon five miles. We now leave the Goosa Cresk to our
left & pass through the Iron Canyon. Very rough, with high
rocks on each side, for 2 mile to the Tinkerg Spring. Take
in water & go over Grid Iron Hill for six miles. Then six
more over a good road & baren country brings you to the
Sarsfield Spring, at the head of Thousand Spring Valley,
12 mile., Now go up near the bluff, 4 mile to Whit.e'ls Spring,
oposite a small hill on the flat. Here we camp in a small

graveyard., Today pass 6 graves 19 waggons & 23 steers,

SUNDAY, AUGUST lst

We roll out for want of grass. Pass several artecian

w sand
wells, or bog springs, for 5 miles, then cross a l‘ow 8
?
ridge 3 mile, to Graham flat. Wide & level here. We camp

for balance of Sabath.

AUGUST 2nd

By dayﬁreak roll out & socn reach the Packer"s Spring,
took
3 miles, This wa found with a dead mule in it. We
. ¢ time
off our leaders & drew him out. The water ran som

: were 7
before the boys began to fill their cans. There fopa
' ty of bon
carcases of cows & 2 dead horses close by. Plenty

but no grass for the country is very

d ound
for many rods ar s Two miles forward of this, on

poor, & no trees whatever.

|
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your left; i vina !
ikt Bench, o Plgnificent blugs y, P

long if
» DAXON & 5 or 600 feet Meh.  Kow Log A8 nily ’

< pasg
wide long g level, ¢, tha Hog

a large Spring on thg fl"'t
$
nﬁarly to a boil, & fora.;u quih‘rd a -

i

i

i

its way do | ;
wn t ush

distance before 44 fireugh the plain soz, - ;

Lots of dead sto;::k here &

waggons,
yards we counteg 39 dssa In Passing up a few hundred
Cows & steers, & 5 horses This

&
* & no doyht caused from the

h
B .
. ing,
q‘)} ¥e drive up the narrow

e T , -86-
e et e i
il :

gulch, crose over a high ridge. A small group of indians

on the right, while a few naked ones are passing arourd a

high point on the left. Now down we go to the forks of

road, 5 mile. .The right is .said to be the best, but we

keep the left down through Fanny's Basin and the Digzin's
Spring.. So on to the head of the Husbolt or Saint Hary's,
Here we caup on a grassy flat between two high

15 miles.
This evening is

mountains that are covered with snow,
very cold, & wo have hard work to gather sage bush & dry

grass to burn, - All the blankets are brot out & we are still

cold, Here is several springs or deep wells on the flat,

Plenty of small fish in them. To try the depth of one we

took a log chain & made it fast to the end of lariets 120

long let it down but found no bottom, The water flows to

the very top some are not more than three or four feet
across, & 11‘ a steer slips in he is very easy puld out.
A trees of any kind we

This is a very poor, barren country.
This day

have not seen for many days, not even a bush.

only 7 graves, 33 broken down waggoas, 49 head of dead
stock, Sew three groups of Indians, Onme on Jack's Moun-

tain the other two high up on the Sarsfield Bluffs watching

the mopeing teams on the dusty trail. Thirty waggens in

camp, & 20 men on guard,

s el



AUGYST e
4 light Sprinkle of rajyp,

W
baren pognt, ® P33 round a ngy,

Now begins ¢n
-] dred@d Hu .
Preads out 3 or 4 mijes tmbolt whogs vallay

Ho bush graeq
road to the middle branch, 1g i s Plen
es,

Y & 2o
4 high Eoumtniy
©, while a Jgr Bluf?, soor g
poor
We socn Came to g Spot of goog
wid
In Coapany wigh othar waggzons 1y

Tuns along gp the souty 8id
haren, °n the noprtp,

Erass & high ﬂllows
Camp,

afte
Sandhills, ¢y " Srosing the ¢reek, Then over three
» =] Creek a
Swim E2in ;
PG g gy, P Hero o cam,
—T ~88-

¢ ity

il g
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AUGUST 6th

Before day we was moving down the Saleratus. flat,
Brush along the creek, Tom Alexander kills a very large
sandhill crain, Robison the ducks, Price the sagze hens &
the Sturgeon boys several hares & gophers., We saw somg
Indians along the stream, & one large band of mounted men
Just coming out of a Canyon. Bﬁt seeing so many men & wag-
gons on our gide of the river they wheéled_about. & put back
for the bluffs, while we drove on down to the first crosing,
20 mile, Now the hills closes in & makes a deep & narrow
canyon. A more wild & savage looking'placa I never saw, I
an really affrajd to go ahead of the teams, Great presapes
on the right & Mary's high point to the left, & the Canyon

before is dark & fearful. A narrow gorge for 2 miles, then

2 more brings you to a steep bank., Here we camp on the nar-

row flat to the left. No fire is made for fear of being

The stock is all tied, & we sleep in the grass
Just after dark a large band

discovered.
& brush, out from the waggons.

of Indians made their crosing above us. The wading, &

'SPlashing of the horses in crosing the stream lasted near

half an hour. We lay close & still for some hours before
we would venture to let the stock loose to graze just bee

fore day, This was truly cne fearful night to me, as well

a8 others in the company.




T

am

& the Sun j
‘ 9 un is B2 oo
will step down the point & join my comroa 28 i )
iy ‘ 244 a Saap,
| Some Tying flitters & roasting meat, whils
Puting up the tents, . :

Cilira

JUEE 29th

This i3 a :
cold morning with heavy frost, & many ¢y

grant waggons
are in camp, Some deag stock laying avest

while numerg
us b
ot wagons, e 8ee & count 67 tyres in

log chains in ancther, s

to the left down the Pacific

cver a
.¢lean, dry & level road to

This g5 rather

Y We saw mych gane but &

The Count vel with
_ ) Ty here is wide & level

We trave] all day
Big Sandy 22 niles,
out of oy reach,

» With very ljtt]e grass & no ti=- |

rothing to note save one high mound away off & the dark
range of a mountain in the west. We caup on the bank of
the creek, gather dry grass, & small sage to boil the

Kettle & brown the meat,

JULY lst
Early in line. Cross the creek. FPass one poor fellow

~left by his Company in the teat to die‘ alone, We now on

poor broken ground to the creek again 10 miles., Here we

dine by a nice little grave yard & find grass on the other

side of the ereek, Here the right trail leads to Fort Hall,

We keep the left, 10 miles to the Morman Ferry on Green

At the ferry many teass are before us waiting to
We swim

River.
The river is 100 yds wide, deep & rapid,.
Here we sse

cross.
over stock & ferry the waggons at $3 each,

the first Indians belonging to the Snake Tribe that inhabit

the Rocky Mountains, They are generally small in statue,

dark & spare in the face, There are several lodges here on

each side of the river.
lassoo eaquealy with the bow & lance, The Squaws are very
They slip in the smoky tents, or

The men are good riders & use the

small & filthy locking.
hide in the grass or sxmall willows to keep from being seen

The urchins are all naked & kite through
Just ask Giles & Sturgeon
There is a

by the paleface.
the weeds like minks on the run.
what spared them catchiog Squaws at the ferrye.
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10 miles,

few Cat
tonwood on the margin of this-bsautiful 3%
a8 Tributary of the Colerado runing south e

saﬂdY| wide & leval. The bﬁ%’t’”}?_’],

Wi
© camp with the tribs & viaig

the skin.
¢overed Campoodies for.the Purposg of
3 82¢iny

. the b
roWn or leather colored Mohalag that ga
ve uz g

shear
look & slipt from our sight, & we ¢
; | G our ganp,
N JULY 2nd
the bankg of the Green River,

Fil1
your drinking cans & leaveg the river

hill to Clarkrs Bluff, 5 gije
point loox at :

Up the log

the landscs G0 up on this conandizg

Here we ca PP far & wide. To Blacits ot
Ip with few wWaggons in sight;

The .
% to Eloody Bun, 4, Here we

Seven of oy Company
Bountajn fever all dug

sick, & 1 have a chill &

SUNDAY, gy,
Y
;[ an very Poorly. 4 7 Lth

Drive down 5 ajle,

« Baren Country

Cold wind & 5 bungary leokizg

S i

AR

|- o ik

BTN

e

Saddes

one of the waggon govers gives way., The tents blow down, &
we are all in a horid condition. Soms are erying & others,
no doubt, thinking of h:ome & the friends they leff.. This
day will long be remembered by our Coupany.

JULY 5th
The storm had died away but the morning was very cold,

and late before the stock came in, The sick some better &

I with the rest made comfortable in the waggon. On we went

over a dry & level road to Fort Bridger, 20 miles. We form

our carol & pitch the tents near a small Cedar grove, one

mile from the little fort. It is made of a log hut enclosed

with high picket fence, This noted point is the residence

of Bridger, an old mountain trader that has lived here for

years, & said to be rich at that, not only trading with the

emigrants but tribes of the mountain. The little fort re-

sembles a cabin in the cornfield on the great Scioto Bot-
toms, only they have a chimney, and Bridger has none. A

great grassy flat spreads out before the camp & we hava no
other remrks to make. -

JULY 6th
it -early dawn two naked indians with a loose and fly=-

ing blankets to their necks made a dash down through our

stock for the purpose of stampeding them, But it was no

go however, A few broke for camp while the others stood

" 63~




amazed-
zed at the speed of the wild devi
blankets,

We

13 with th
| 3r o n
We soon geard Up & left the Rpy iy

now rise. dger Stegys
®-on a high sandy plain to - ds
5 mi]_es. Cnlsonlg Tound

This is a beautifyl lun =
overlooks a wide scops of

P 120 feet 5igh. It

the plain coverey With zazs g
Siirty

the base of t
" the mountajing
that are lof
ty & nearty, p
[#-}

this to Hackel Hijl & Funn

Y Run 5 mj]
B00d water g some willows 8. Here is g,

the noble heights away in the South that towsr up even be=
yond the clouds. They are pointed, & whits with ics or
snow, I am now cold & go down a long broken steep into a
kanyon of good water, near the tar & oil Spring, siz miles,
These are a little south of the road & come out from under
the hill., The country here is very wild, broken & romantic.

One mile more brings you to the Bear River, deep & rapid,

One mile ¢
urth tal
8l you taks th some 60 feet wide. Soms few trees on the margin & brush at

gradual rise of the Great pj

e vide. ' To the
T@ We camp, Sumit 10 nile, the ford, We had soms trouble in crosing, as the stream

Light spnow
& cold rain :
o Oh but this is was rapid & our stock poor & light; so we had to placs a

o The wind g0 cold, & no ey
is dreary mountain .
»

disagreeable,
7000 feet abovep::r to be had o man on each ox to keep him down, or the current would bear
‘ @ 1°V§l. hinm away, The water cold & men mad until we got through,

| Then a difficulty arose between ourselves & an irish train

JULY 7th
After a knock-down betwsen

that had like to clean us out.
Giles & one of the others in regard to the ownership of a
Ate diner & left,

th
e Great Divide west of ths Creen

Vi
ery cold morning byt ¢clear

& teans op the move g The sick are better

cow we made up with the irish emigrants.
pasing over a low swell into Louise Valley, one of the

L S g

most beautiful Basins on the plain; dotted with varigated
flowers & fine grass. A gentle hill surounds this noted
route, which is over a half mile wide & one

By

e

garden on the
On leaving this pass over & down a fine grassy glade

e i long.
Here is another

to Clark's Pyramid on the right, g mile,
wonder of the world., This pointed spire, 3 or
ed gravel, 100 feet di-
So

aatonishing

LOO feet high is composed of cement

amater at nhe' basa then runing to a very sharp point.

skaordies cumling

N ——
¥
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very high up makes it an object of E.urioaity & wena
every beholder. Wes had to stop here, The teang X
Salla wirg

bardly loose before half dozen of us wers clenbeoris
s ;“; ;‘p
vhag

the steep to the rear of this wonderful monugs

ent
stands out & alone, After a4 quarter of a mile up thy

steep we reach the parroy sumit. of the gravly ril-
...-._‘_,J,

3 ust .ide eng h to admit o] the Hol.f tr ail oa t._. } Lo s

the .
Bear River valley, but miles of the snow cover:d

heights of th olers .
14 8 Colerado, Far South may be seen tis iey
loo ks e :
king pea rising one above another. This was in th

even ,
ing when the reflection of the setting sun was upon

them iving

Aem g 2 glow indescribable which imparts to tha

- Surounding ¢ .
omtry an appearance bordering on the sublim,

We sat herg Bometize ip meditati

. cn on na Ad 87a
ful Witke, ture & her wonlsr

Dark ¢
Tove us down to camp where we found a

JULY 8th

b Cold ‘ Not .
; yet satg _
“’) Spire we gay, sfied gazing on this stupendious

it

another round, then put forward throuzh
S over a smau flat 8
1 afle,

the narroy
pas
of Indian g3y Then up to the top

large Here Frank Johnston & I saw thres

TH

S

A P AT

W

St o e P i S e L o i e

s ke bl e

short stop. . Just to our rear was several indians on the

same trail following up the Elk.
returned to the road at the head of the Utah gully.

We of course withdrew &
Fat
over 200 of ths tribe, mostly mounted, with many looss
horses loaded with dried meats & peltry for Fort Bridger.
We were in a narrow flat, Johnston & I Alone, surounded by
such a band of savages, made us not 6n1y fear, but tremble
for the safety of our lives. As the crowd came upon us we
began giving to one then another some little present in the
way of a cap, bucket, little powder & other trinkets in
the pouch which we always kept for the purpose. We soon
found them to be our best friends. The Utahs gave us in
return dried meat, They had come from the Webber & were
on their way to Fort Bridger to sell their meats & peltry.
We soon got through

With a loud yell

They soon made way & bid us begone.
the crowd, gave our horses the spur.
from the crowd our frighted steeds made the dust fly until

we caught up with our train at tha Sugar Spring, 7 miles.
Cood grass but no wood. Country poor & broken., Soon after
this begin crosing & recrosing this horable gullie in the

Echo Hollow, where many & waggon lies broken down besides
Down to the high point

This is one of the dark

the steers with their neck broke.

of rocks, where we camp, 8 miles.
& deep Kenyons on the route.’ Completely hemd in by a high

cliff on the right & the great baren looking bluff on ths

-67-




S b e v S i

left. Nearly obscures the light of the sum. . Qpy o
devils Bill Morton made an ascent of several hzh: "; =
up the rugged point but in coming down, by se'-mg;,d -
found not only a little blood but the rear of hz-s :liﬁ'

. ants
ntirely gone so that Giles had to meet & give ki
hin an

=

other pair before he could come into camp with
safesy,
JULY 9th
Roll :
on down the rough & dismal Kanyon with a szall

streak v ;
ak of sky above you to the 'ﬂebber' 8 miles
» L ]
4 mountain streag for you,

Hore i3
Clear & rapid, 60 fee!

feet wid
enclosed by grizzly looking hills : e
Sun never shineg on, :

the sides of which tig

The tops are white with snow, Fish

in the str , As w2
eam & a few cottonwoods on the bapk
- w2 sat

here taki
f& our cold bite same one below us set the dry

grass on £ :
ire. With a breeze it ran up upon us & had lik

ons
before we could hiteh up & get away.
the river g eroSs.

t.o bm our wagg

Now 4 mile 4
own
Beyond the erosing,

€amp in willows
& hi
igh grass, Qur tents were scarcely set

ab Squaws and pa
Ut us beging breag g Yotk ked urchins wers
all we could spare, -

before forty or fiﬁ;y ragged

" We gave the poor beings
1
1ttle after this came thres braves

on horseback
. Ue alSo
Eave to they

part of their In ret.u.rn; gave us 2

'ild sh
p eep & Venison which lay across their

B e

~oge

|

N T

i e it

e T i

Bt

S

s

ponies with their _bsre hips up on it they told us thay were
friends to the emigrants & always gave them good meat if
they had it. Ve shook hands & seperated for the night.

JULY 10th
A heavy frost, & for fear of the hungary swarm from
the lodges we made an early start up Crant's Ravine to the
top of Bowman's Hill, 5 mile, This is a véry poor & broken

country, densé thickets of shapperall, Many wild goats are

here, large hares & grouse. Every Indian we see has them.

We now pass down a brushy canyon 3 mile to a short turn of

the bluff, near Canyon Creek. Here comes -a long trail of

our Webber Indians. Men, women & children following us up

for diner. We gave them but little, so they branched off

& left us to drive over one of the roughest roads ever
traveled., All the afternoon getting up seven or eight

miles, where we camp. No grass. Hills poor & high.

' SUNDAY, JULY 11th
Sabath. For want of feed we drive on up the ravine,
o the t.0p of a bareﬁ mountain, 3 miles.
high rough & raged with dry brush and
ot wolf den, with coﬁsiderable
I left my

pass tall firs t
Here, a mountain,

green shapparel - a perfe
eads of hollows.

snow, here & there at the h
horse at the sumit went up the narrow ridge to the right.
6ck5, % for fear of wolf

Saw nothing but fearful looking T i
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o

& bear retur
i nd in a hury to my horse. Rode down ¢
Ll s 25,
Y ravine to the Mormon flat § miles g

up with the train & camp,

) Here C2ught
ére is many mo
i TIOn pedleps
ing everything they can to the enigrant ’
n SJ

JULY 12th
. (SALT LAKE CITY)
our way to Whiskey Ridge, 1 mile
another brushy Canyon '
»

i Now we go dog

miles to the edge of the vallyy,

L7 . ine office with men to exanin thy
eral condition of the differ

ent

fore enter

e rhei:]:he ¢ity, which is now in sight 6 miles for
. ey here is ¢leap & lev

Funning north g south,

Saw several ladieg burst into ¢

& white inhabjtantg, e

seeing even 3 cabin th

Here we found g quarent

trains bhee

_ el, 20 miles wide
While standing hers
- at the sight of houses
g on the plains withowt
8y were overcome with heartfelt feol
north near two hours before we reu

ty.
Yo We pass through at the main-

1-“8- We are now going
the low walls of the e

=70~
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There are many shade trees, fine gardens & runing water

through every street. Upon the whole the location is said
to be one of the most bsautiful in all the Utah Valley,

The lake is soms few f_eet below the level of ths town &

spreads far out. A little north of west is Rock Island.

In the distance of 20 mile this intercepts in part the
western‘v'j.ew of the great Lake that reaches far miles in
the direction of a dark range in the norwsst., The water

is very clear, some 30 feet deep, & so salt that no fish

ean live in it & fowls are only seen about the marsh or

borders,

JULY 13th
During my stroll this morning met friend Babbot from
Council Bluffs. This gentlemans acquaintance I had made on
It appeard he was a Mormon in goed standing,

the plains.
me an introduction to his honor, Brigham Young,

& soon gave
whom I found to b

He was standing & in

e a gentleman in every Sence of the word.
conversation with some grandees of
=d us in our walk to the storshouse,

Then great pains in showing
Af-

the town, who soon joln

printing press, court & plaza.
the outlines of the new temple now under construction.
ter a long conversation here we made a call on two worthy

members of the church who gave us much information respect=

ing the valley, besides great incouraguent to at least &
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part of us to make the Mormzon City our futurs )
@ Loz, @

next made - aoilahe ]
GPaiohny 1-‘37

from the East
+ We were socn Join y 5]
d thre: T
b 88 othors, ty o

Md = s =} j
) dle &ge, the Other yol.mg & Of rarg b - s.iut i
p L] -i..l". 3 w334

the aft y
‘ ernoon of the second dg » & towards th
e clooa, v
$G02, v

14

the tab,
) le wag spread, and motwithstanding my fan
ust S BY inbarizamgy
) hy garb, I took &y seat amidst the mormon ball f‘.
- 3LLd, e
they were in maners & appearance, After 3
L@ a suiiion

Pﬁﬂt & wh vty
re en abo aAv > AvETs: E{} tq

am of ¢
. ourse agreed to do so before leaving

.

rats o JULY 1ith
s day so
busily engaged had scarcely tims to visit

the Rivgr Jord
. on thats onl

Y one mil y
before reaching the lake © distant & ginks just

on its banks for moment

Howgver I took time & stood we
S euiuenn 1 g Then returnd to joim my secial
S st d the offer of a brilliant outlay, not
Some Ran -
T ch but fine Cotage well stowad with gay
¢ garden, fine walyg well lind with 7
th vari-

gated flowerg
t
¥ » WO shade trees in fro
oue time fn qui nt, where we sat for

ing when 1 Teturned to cag
Peo

shoeing nulss &
young bad bsoa

et cony ;
€rsation until the dusk of the ever

i

A Jﬁu“i“‘.,_;-“s‘-)_méh%. B

o

Sime st

oy e

lasoed the evening before by dames pear the plaza & were
not yet disentangled froa the facinating clutches of the

Mormon pulletts.

. JULY 16th
As we were in camp on the main street, it bescame nec-
essary in consequence of the passing crowd, tO mOve OUr Wage

gons & camp fixens to a beautiful enclosd yard near by,
where wa righted up & put everything in train,

JULY 17th
The stock was brot in and scon after dinner on the

move morthward. It was now I felt timid to make the last

call ¢on those whose kindness I mever shall forget. With a
fluttering heart I approachd the cotage where I found all
quiet and the lady at home. After a short conversation I

was told I had acknowledgd not only the kind reception but

the baauties of the valley, and there were no cause for 2

journeying further, as I had been offered a Mormon medal

whoes motto would be confidence with lasting care, In re-

turn I could only say my heart was at home and ambition

I soon bid adue & made for the govenor's house.
met with the Officers of health,
zhould give

abroad.

Not finding him at hozs,
with the Editor, who requested I

in company
of my Jjourney from S5t Jo which I did in a

the outlines
hurry.

;T




,bfanch for over a mile

leok. We put in the great.ér part of ths day hg
g '8 & o

wards evenirg made for camp,

_ SUNDAY, JUNE 13th

The grass so poor we drove on, winding ouwr way v,
through the Black Hills, a pcor broken country with :...uh
ridges covered with low scruby pine & cedar, dark cp;
& lovering bluffs that mkes all romantic, "

a8
To ths Lix
y ime
Kiln Spring, 15 miles, We dine bere, thea cross over the

t of : l
Suait of the Black Range that appears full of wild goats
Oor mount .

2in Sheep. They are Very wild & dark looking

with eno : B
= Tmus horns from the top of the head & branches off
7 two & falls away back & turns down ‘

at the feoot., #e

Our
damage wag Scattered all the way down
be red i ‘ :
it up with little swearing & drove on
er
» Where we had o wind waggon & teams up

He:

el e T® We bad to put in the extra lick

- € ¥ords to the top of another beautiful
Pe to Battle Creek g the ey

Devwil
Place above the crosing S Kanyan another ferry

H ) - .
igh ledge of rock encloses the

wit
h good &rass on the nparrow flat.

+  or.red looking mounds.

™~

D . Soldaey B af

;4
S EERE

i/

e N o s el B s

We arrive upon the high ground & camp on the open plain
where we see wolves walking about at their leisure looking

at the boys. Get supper by dark the wolves set their pipes

in order & howled loud & long until scme of the mules began

to bray. Then all was silent,.

7 JUKE 14th
Héavy frost & we could now see the snow bank on the

Laramie Peak for the first time., The road now winds over a

beautiful pine ridge., Open woods & grassy glades runing

far down the slope to the Big Spring & Downey's Bluff, 10
miles. Go out on this noble height, take your glass & look
for miles over the beautiful clqan & almost level plain
with scatering Elk, now & then a wolf or two, with droves
of cedar bluffs, dusty trail & the snow covered heights of

the Laramie far south, The road is now good & level to

Red Banks & Bloody Run, 10 miles.
& pass up a gradual rise 3 miles 1o the mounds, and Camp in
Here is scme fifty little hillocks
This day

Hers we see lots of game

a heavy shower of rain.
Good grass & dry wood.

23 miles, 2 graves, 7 4aggons & 3 steers.

JUNE 15th
Cold & cloudy so we use our blankets & go on to Dead=

woo&, 6 miles. Here is wood water & brush, with good camp-

ing ground.

- il

Now to ‘the river & Sioux Vilage, 3 mile. Here
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- winding up ¢
P Lo the top of Buricane Hil1. Desoiaté & barren

we found few men, but many Squaws drying meat & T y
skins, We tryed to ma -t large Elk, 2 part of which lies down, while the others wat
of them slipez .*mt: th::rt?:::e:c:u::tance S & feed. The teams are now up & we d;ive dom to ;i:zy's :
rubage of the tents. We here leave theun:er i ' Run for diner, five miles. Here we find graves & dead
over a low ridge to Drift Wood 3 mil river & erong - gstock. The hunters ccme in with one young antelops & three
sizd creek with wood & grass ’Now the- This is a gog large sage hens, & we are off to the Diamond Spring, &
dry & we see many snow banks .near th Pt R i % s5uly £1a% to' Dy Creek, 3 mile. Here
ain far south, This side of the 8 sunit of the cout. we camp in good grass & wood. The last two days 9 graves,
roling. Plent river 1s clean & soaudy * 3 waggons, & 11 steers. - '
‘ ¥ of Elk & droves of Bison to Mary's Rlu7rt '
river, 12 miles, Here we camp., : . JUKE 17th

; Early on the road in line with L2 waggons. From this
WS erh : : dry creek grass for 3 miles, then sandy road to the bluff &

Frost,
river, 13 mile, Here we dine, A large buffalo is run in

Th
e Buffalo are feeding with the stock, bu
It was shot while standing

left on our g
pproach, Jus
t as we start Traxler & Decter the river from the oposite side.

Ferguson d -
ies of cholera, wWe drive on to Til :
ton's Bun, on a shoal bar in the river. The road keeps under the bluff

7 mile. The
. rlain here 2
o e, B is somewhat roling, poor & sardy, & near the river to Bullet Hill, 3 mile. This Hill takes
4 a few mi :
Several of our 4 les north appears dark with buffal. its name fro= the number of round boulders of gray looking
' toys a ’ )
Y8 are making for them while the tezus ant rock from the size of a hat to that of a two-bushel basket.

He cross over this high clay & sand hill to the Polson

locking, wi -

» With dee : :
P & rocky gullies down to the river. dJaust . Spring, 3 miles. Drink no water from this that comes from

the bluff. Doctor Howard lost two of his men here by drink-

draw out
your glass here
& look over the baren waste. For
¥e now pass up the river 3 mile &

ing this mineral water.

30 or 40 Miles a
es aroupd
i i bush to be seen, but mors
2
camp under Price’s Bluff at the bend.

hundred op
‘ more feeding on the flats &
o e JUNE 18th

few d
‘ eer &. Small groups of antelope . 7 _
: s This morning 6 Buffalo were feeding with our cattle

=48
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two hundred yards from our camp., We ran up th 5
8 blufs

ui
quick & began firing upon them, They ran closs b
@ by

with my light rifle Creased one on the back
& screved mitely for a little,

this time three of our men were

o I
He tuisiy
then ran the harder, Ey
on horassback & startsgd

the chase, while the balance geard up & d
river ten miles, oy

guns & no game.
them, after recvi

<h on to thy
ur hunters ecanm
e back with tup brelag

In the chage the Bison had turned wron

Bg many shots in th -

eir ;
fight & two of oyr dan B bloody hips, gam
Dow rise g high sapg hill
8age heng,

oke their guns in battle, us

il = @ heavy drag, Rattlesnakas &
: € river again, 5 mile
on account of deep sand ’

Wagons, 11 Steers,
Snow banks on the he

. .The last two days 17 graves, 4
€0 country & high sangd ridges,

b
ghts soyuth side of the Platte, Cane

has b
een very Plenty, indiang non
€.

wood on the Islang, Some little cotton-

JUNE 19th

Roll out eap 3
1y up the flat, then over g high sand

» then yp ¢
P the riyer flat, giy miles to the N
e Morman

Here ws found

This day 15 uiles |

e B R

e

tell us the income per day during ﬁhe emigration is from 15
to 18 hundred dollars, The river here is 100 yards wide,
deep & rapid. This mai'ning a difficulty occurd in crosing
that led to a fight in the boat. One was killed while three

. were knockd overbcard & drownded. COne of the proprietors

told me that over 2100 waggons héd already crosd & he
thought quite as many more had gone up on our side, the
porth, Quite a mumber of indian ledges or wigwams are
stuck up about the crossing, They are Crows. MNen & women

large & savage looking, big mouth & not dark, at that.
Whiskey is selling here for six dollars the gallon. Bear

& Buffalo meat ons cent the pound from the tribe. We saw

all round the encaapment, bot our jug of wbiskey, & followed

up the train, passing over a pooar & barren country without

even & bush cm it for 15 miles to the Jewish Ruins, A sing-

ular formation of rock encloses one acre of ground with a
wall five & six feet high regular gatesways, & has the ap-

pearance of an old fort with its walls much decayed. Oh,

but here is one magnifficent view of the plain! So far

south, within a few miles on your left, is the Red Buttes

& still further is high banks o
For up the Platte, & even beyond these, with
uptains that we

£ sand & great slides from

the hills.
your glass is seen the dark range of the mo

expect to reach in scme two or three days, Soon after we

leave these old ruins cross small branch, then pass the
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mound toward the low blufi‘a & willow B&‘aﬂsh ? nils

. . ? '1~c
Here we camp after a hard day's drive of 26 milﬁﬂ <

- ) e wUTH

of the teams has already gave out & ‘are st:l.ll b hi d

SRR iy

Thi .
& evening we have to gather dry benss to maks fis
8&ge to burn, Suv.
eral dead steers are lying in the bramsh Cuz
has no good flavor, . |

&s there is neither c¢hips, wood nor

colfen

SUNDAY, JUNE 20%h

For want o
{ grass we had to travel on up the Brn::*h

2 miles t
0 W;llow Spring. Here we found a great man
ANy age

g0ns in camp about th A
e Spring that har
dly afford ate
for the present crowd. ' We got a small bar Mpey
= share well
th mud, & drove on 4 miles to Pike Spring L
pring,

2 low bluff that overlooks Louise Vall
Scape view, wide, i

You now riss
. another lapd-
B b gy ¢h & level to the base of the Rocky
. » €8, Qur trail is
now smooth & lewel for

three miles orp for grass

look thin & hollew,

About
Boon we saw afar off two Buffalo
anch,”

ming tOHardS b
the I
8 were on thg

ey e e s

v .
R N R s b A B Pk A A

T ST P TN 7 8,

i

people five or six miles; then ¢rosing the train & came
right back again on the othgr side with twenty or thirﬁ
horsemen in full chase giving them as they ran-, one shot
after another until one, a large bull fell, Price & myself
was the first to nife & claim him, while the mounted men.
pursued the other several miles north & was lost in the
chase., Young Thomson, Price & me tock the hide from ours,

~ divided a part of the meat with others, Skind the head

for saddle cover., Took what we could carry & left the bal-

anceé.

JUNE 22nd

Our stock was brot in well fild up, ourselves full of

_meat., We geard up & drove ahead 15 miles to the Swestwater.

Here we dine on the banks of the past two large Saleratus

flats, or alkali ponds, where bushels may be gathered up.

After diner go on two miles to Independence Rock, which

lies near the bank of the little river 60 or 70 feet wids.

This huge rock i
hundred long, & ha

than one would read in a long time.
ountain that towers up high &

s upon the flat 70 or 80 feet high, Six

s more names carved, painted & penciled
- This noted rock is

Just at ths base of the m
these heights are nothing but

We now

baren-looking, in fact all

clean rock without earth or vegitation upon them.

-pass up the valley of the Sweetwager one mile to the firat

«53e
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crosing, then five more bring you te the Devilva c_-
B Cata,

another astonishing wonder on the route. The iit.tl
. g

ri\'er here pases Some 3 or m ,mda thlouﬂ A,
t:lh a high ¥l 78

of rock, The crevass is near 200 feet wide & 400
ds

The iy
rock 18 purpendicular on each side of the ken
eayca,

We now pass several
indian lodges &
c
. of Terror, 2mp near the plaey

JUNE 23rd .

Just bef )
ore day we thought froa the noise that the

d po
av 1 & the I'ocks H. er u us sto ? uith tWO or

three hundred
. others belonging to othep trains, tock a
- made a
thunglering rush right for our waggons &

Bub one Waggon & tent bI Oken do“n

morning before all was right

It was late in the
We tcok two wheels from

One of our men, a Mr, Sidney
»

feever, is very sick - mountain

by for him while the rest
this to Mudy Run, & miles,

- Two of our Wagons lay
ive on for better feed. pr
. om

Here we broj
. e dOWn one of -
it 2 i

¥aggons; however we draged

miles to a GI assy i here we ne
0
lat W dj & Ieave 1;113 “ag-

-s #_

g

P T e e

i e i R S i Sl L et

R

-

ey

P o K g oy
- A P o 3 AU AV g sl

syt
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TR A At i
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gon for the next train just behind us. In driving across

the Mudy Run, or slew where we broke down, the driver of

Dunmore's wagon broke the tongue. This agravated Dunmors

so he drew his pistol & shot Dunbar dead. He was tried &

bung on our old waggon at sundown. From here we keep on upon
the left side of the creek pasing the magnificent & romantic
heights on the right to James Bench & Rocky Tower, 10 miles,

Here we camp & wait for the balance of our Company that is

back with the sick at the Devil's Gate.

JUNE 24th 7
In camp all day waiting the arival of our comrades with

Sidney the sick man, They came up late something better.

JUNE 25th

Early on the road pasing up the side of the grizzly
looking mountain on our right. Also pass 104 waggons yet
The first four miles to Cottonwood branch is good

in camp, .
Scenery grand beyond discription,

grass & two small trees.
e Wind River Mountains, like a rol-

We now travel up a nice level
High luaps,

with the first fiew of th
ing cloud, far in the west.

flat or valey, with some grass sand & sage.
round peaks & broken ridges, black & savage-looking, with

huge rocks, small coves & bear holes 8
Just look as you pass the point
e flat to

o high up the owls

never could reach them.
of this daring grizsly hill, then cross the wid

. =55=



the creek: 6 mile, This was too daep for us to feor
we kept the left through deep sanrd 7 miles to the ;343:3
4gain. On this 7 miles of deep sand wa counted 35 c:;
steers & 2 horses, We was all the afternocon makin~ t\
point, We drove up through the sage field & camp Qg:‘J
. 5n

to hear it thunder & the wolves howl, !

%

L JUNE 26th
Roll out in_heavy frost, Raise the point of a lc
bluff & soon pass two Saleratus glades. Wide & bare y
plain, without £Tass or water, .
18 miles,

to the Sweetwater again
Cur
s stock on this streach nearly gave out &
down,
i y Hard whipping to get them up., 4fter
; ing the creek take Up a long & high gravl idg
y ridge,

This is a cold
» baren looking country, with mountains of

Snow just a 5
few miles to our north. I rode out this grav.

el ridge soue
two miles just :
to see th
down on the flats, e deer & Elk fecding

from the ,
gullie & cut round the poimt. 1t ;
I caught up . was dark whsn

wit
i) h the train at the Indian Spring, 10 miles.
We gather ga
ge bush to make fir
€.

) :
W & then a large wolf weuld gpring

T

very cold mo; ,

) g
ering P Frningo All hg?e their blankets on, shiv=
- the spring ¥Ycu soon take up the Kanyag, :

Steep & ve
_ 'Y wind
it , ing, ?he road far up to the Sumit of ths

T

7 Rocky range.

ol
i

it St 3| T b b S it

NI R b ARl PV i btitce 5 AP S BB st it

%

This appears to be one of the grand spurs of
the Mountain, high & on a level with the eternal snows that
now lie in great banks to our right & left. This is more
like a day in January than the latter part of June. We now
travel on this cold ri&ge 6 miles to a sxall drain & great
snow bank just to your left. Here we dine on the cold &
Draw out the brandy keg £ill our cups with
Then' begins our fun with run

rocky Sumit.

sugar & snow turn it down.
round & snow ball, until another cup was cawld for & drank

in a hury, While the teams put forward down a good road &
gradual slope, I bore off on the ridge to the right 2 or 3
miles just to see the poor & raged looking hills that is

quite destitute of grass or vegitation save the broken

benches of granite rock, then a low flat that streaches

away north to the very base of that great mountain covered

with snow. I could see with my glass many curious looking

places, besides some deer & wolf on the flats & bare ground.

After a long lock I made for the road & caught up with my

train at Milton's Creek, 7 miles, We drove a little beyond

amp for the night on the clean sand, where

this & set our c
Three dsad

little was found to make fire for the night.

Steers lay close by. An extra crowd of large wolves sang

tenor & bass till the morning.
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JUEE 28th
Eve; ‘
Tything was covered with frost. Ons of
F - . 2 of ou-
i €ers entirely stiff, With ap icle to hs "
pc»ox-r 0 hig =,
s ight. We were off crosing g szall b e
2 o ; ranch, &--
G ‘:augg 03, several graves & dead stoek uron
. tt L
b ttle grass & a wide flag covered w::th
» 3and & ’ .
83ge. [Deer antelope, K1k 2 wolf all
oty to ks -
i i oad is Very sandy & nearly level ia
ng of the Sweetwatex-, 8 miles, Thi :
23, siza

C.
the high blure ¢ sandy plaip TOS3 the creek, go
+« No

two “Ounds, 10 niles grass nor water to tha

Jusg
_ beyond is grags g water, Here

Paciric.
e Spring, 5 miles. Here we form
€ night, ye are pow 52 days out
. Stock by the wéyside 327,
o
03 111, graves 287. This after

i b i i

" high bluff to our left.
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noon, before reaching the Spring, Mr, John & James Sturgeon,
two of our Company, with myself left the train & made up the
On reaching the Sumit of this com-

anding height our first object was to pry out & hurl some
wonderful boulders down the steep side. Théy btounded from
one offset to the next driving everything loose in their
rapid decent for some five or six hundred yards to the
sandy base nsar the trails .After an hours hard work for
fun, we drew out our telescope taking a general survey of
the baren mountains far south then towards sundown (turned
the glass to) a wide sandy looking desert that makes its
way for miles in the west & at last appears brot up at the
base of a dark-looking range that may require days - to reach
it. A few miles to the morth over a grassy level is a high
range bearing west with Fremont's Peak in the distance all _
covered with Snow. A little further towards the point of j

this bluff we look down on the Pacific Spring that comes
out of a fiat marsh, or rather a quagmire, & makes its way

through a low ség at the turn of the bluff, Just near by

' this celebrated Spring is a branch of the little Sweetwater

that gete a part of its suply from the Spring
Now I have been up here for hours looking
about.

& steals away

down for the East.
over & through the wonderful Pass I have so long read

but can add nothing to the pame or even the

Bow I am here,
I have just lockd over my shoulder

richness of the scens.

N
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ahead we saw & small white object far to the right on 3
- low bluff. Several of our Company made for 1t but th,

distance so great the men fell off, returning to the tray

one by one. Discovered with the glass it was a horso o

=

mule. I made for the prize alone, but on nzaring the spst
saw a large group of naked looking indians leoitering 404
?a'ine Just above. The object was a whita ponsy pic!;:::-:-:!
on the rise for an object to bring out the exigrants ints
the snare, I whirled my horse, slashing his sidss with
the spurs for two miles or @ore, then I was not half way
to the train but seeing the red devils was rot after ma,

Y p
By poney gave out, refusing even to trot w2 made a fast

walk for the road, pasing over several gopher vilages

that frightened the little inhabitans., As I past over

th

eir dozacil hundreds would just peep out keeping wp
the little yelp or bark far worse thanm so many I
reind i :
= up in one town bearing such a wonderful chirpingo.
W several small gwls come out of the hel .
cause of disturbance,

shot one,

€8 to gesz the
I lit down quick drew my rifle &

Run 3
UP quick to pick him up. Behold you, thers

lay two dam
¥ big snakea & a third Aowil Laamd - _a_ _
TOTTTem Juow bwu..u,g R LF)

i ]

the hole. 7You may judge I sSpr.

waiting to -
reload. Made my €3cape from the den and join

my train, in
. camp at the point of the bluff, ten miles,

Here
we found grass horsefliea, galinipers & milli
X ons

© =30~
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of mmsketers big enough to stard flat-footed & drink out of
a tin cup. The.last two days only nine graves, 1l steers.
Some sickness,; hot days & dusty trail.

MAY 31st ‘
At two in the morming we were on the road. Deep sand
to Groniger's Bluff, ten miles, We reachd this high point
just at sunrise. We can see far up & down the river with
its numerous two heads or small islands with lots of swams,

ducks, cranes & geese., Far south may be seen, as the sun

rises, glittering sand banks or towering bluffs like roling
clouds in the distance. What a lovly sight so far in the
west. We now pass down in Sturgean's Valley. This we naxe

after two of our Company, who is remarkable good guners,

brot in much game, From this long & interesting glade to

the river & cotton point, 3 miles. Here is wocd & grass

The next is Rattle Run, 2 miles. Now the rich &

plenty.
bottom widens out to the point by bluff, Half a

grassy

mile or so beyond this to the 12f% in high grass is the Bane
Five miles, excellent water but no wood, We dine
en miles to the Malcolm Spring., Here

WEEEsnse Yers id two noble

Springs.
here, then go on 32V
we camp in company with 40 or 50

springs gushing from the base of the bluff., Clear sand &

white pebles in motion appearantly to beautify the cristol

pools, which we name in honor of friend Malcolm. Portsmouth,
»

WL



Ohio, This day we have come at least 27 miles, EKiil o
. ducks, 4 hares, 1 gutter shipe & & crane., HNo gra:

-
73 to=

day, but 4 dead steers & ons old waggon. Scme 8ickzess in

the neighbouring trains.

JUEE lst
Some time before day we were on the move touar i;::z

Junction of the North & South Platte, 5 miles, We b

Past several graves already this mornirg, & here at ths
Tiver is quite a nuuber, and more dead steers, horses &
cows than we have seen at any one point yet. Bssids

these there is much damaged camp equipable strewsd abou: s
as If the cholera had been here - & no doubt it had, for

many of the graves are fresh, with several hats & old

shoes layipg about. We see by the crosing that many

teams have come from the South side which we ourselves had
left in fear of ,cholera.

Froa this to Millerts Run, 2
miles,

Here begin a great grasy flat, wide & lon.,, to the

Pawnea branch ten miles, Then to Lott's Ruan 3 miles.

Here was 7 waggons in camping vaiting the sick, Throe

had Just died. Lot Lee & Eddy from Senica County, Ohio,

others were dying oi‘ cholera; & so afraid wag we, our

men drove on as we could 8pare no medicine to help our
suffering fellow men,

Some 3 miles beyond this, nesr
the bank of the

river, lay 3 men side by side on the

=32-
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green grass, lightly covered with sod; the stench so strong
we could mot go mear them., Their old boots om their feet
were pointed up through the scd. Poor fellows no doubt had
left a good home to die & rot on the plain. Ue bave seen
several just such heart rending sights since we left.  Im
sorrox we drive on to Cholera Rum, s€ven miles. This day
27 miles, pasing 23 graves, 7 waggons, 19 dead stock. We
camp in a sickly ercwd, Hen are groaning, welves howl & we

sleep nome. 5 R

JUNHE 2nd
At two in the morning we roll out from the sickly

crowd. As day broke Price, Richardson & myself bore off

to the bluff for the purpose of shooting Buffalo., Just as
we mounted the fii'st steep the wolvs began yheir pitiful

howl in almost every direction. ¥e stocd the music until

pear sunrise when we began firing on them. It was realy

fun t.o see the wounded jump round. In a moment all the
others would pitch on to him & streach him out. Frice &
t.his % went for a large drove of buffalo

After they left me 1

"Richardson quit

‘that was making towards the creek.

sat on my mule & kep up the firing & fun with the wolves

for some time, when the noise began
‘I was afraid to dismount anymore,

to increase the number

& the whining whelps. .
so I rode up a point & saw a long way off the dust flying
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' several guns discharged by Lucast!

& a clovd of tuffalo runing like so maay devils, wizh
Price & Bichason at least half mile to the rear. T ro«
afraid to back down in the hollow again for the Kicten

were still on hard, so I made for the trail at the erosie

of Thomsons Creek, 10 miles. This is a large streza wiish
we shall paze for one of our partners, young Thomson f- ca
Greenup County, Eentucky. We now cross over a high sauly
ridge, which we shall call Barlaw's Biuff after another

of the Company, to 3and Point and .river again, ten miles,
Here we camp at a small branch under the bluff. The heat
bas been severe teday & no water the last ten miles. Sev-

eral have b
een taken dangerously ill this afterncon, & ars
now in camp just above us,

graves, 7 dead steers & one wWaggon, QCur hunters got
no

Buffalo,

JUNE 3rd
Just b
efore day was sosewhat freightened by report of

us. A few indians on vebact, = men, in camp just above

stampede the stock, but dade a desperate rush to

oz duty made th : ® few randoa shots froa the guard

bluffs, while t:ere: devils wheel & run for the broksn

= th.-, s :fock only made a mile or so up the flat.
. e hours we hagd ours in line again.

Just as we ‘
i started saw four that had just died of Cholera

TR

This day 20 miles, passing &

Their names, Miss Ann Hunt & Mrs. Craig from one camp, Wat-
éon‘ & Piburn from the other. They died of cholera or fright
by the indians. We keep up & near the base of blﬁff a few
miles, then up a run & cross.over the ridge to Kinney's

Spring, 8 miles. Good water uader the high bluff & grass

on the flat.
high bluff that apears almost dotted with large gray wolves,

Fow the road passes along way up hear the

Some are nearly white & so' saucy when they get a shot that
dont touch, they are apt Lo cone closer to ses whats wrong.
We now leave the bluff & bear off towards the river. Cross
over a wide lewvel, pasing several vilages of sand rats
which is more impudent than the gray wolves on the bluff.
We could shoot many of them but they seem 80 sharp and
cute we think it sinful to harm the little fellows, So we

"jog along up the Platte bottom, which is 6 or 7 miles wilde.

No trees seen the last two days. To Snake Run 12 miles.

This is a nice little stream noted for the large rattle
snakes found on the flat. Cross the creek & find plenty
We camp here im good

The plain here

of grass oposite the cedar pbint..

grass, some buffalo chips, & many snakes.

is wide & level. No timber only those few little csdars on

the Scuth side. Seven graves & 6 steers.

JUKE Lth

Roll out by daylight, Soom pass 2 new graves: Hiram
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Saith & Brother from Buchanan County Mo., just buric:il
before day. This hasty funeral caused us to suspicien
the strange crowd of f6u1 play, as these two men ware
owners of four waggons & 320 head of loose cattle, & oaly
taken sick yesterday & last evening. We concluded theag
hands bad i:oisaned them for the sake of gain, Wo inma-
diately began the examination by threatning to iyz:c’n thea
unless satisfactory evidence be given in regsrd to their

suden death & hasty burial. This was done rather relucte

antly. A4s both cases were Cholera they thought it prudsnt

to bury immediately. So wa thought all rightrk drove ghexd

- to Deadean's Creek, 5 miles. Here we found several ne*.t.

graves, much sickness in ths camps, some dead stock &
three broken waggons. This erowd was mostly Oregon emi-

grants, many of them small children & old men. We con-

tinue up & pear the river to Richason Bluff, 8 mile.
Cross the point to-low flat & mudy slews, Dead stock &
Some graves. Our friend Giles picked up an old gun coat

which h
ad 30 in the pocket, The road keeps near tha Ri-

ver to the Lone Tree, ten miles. We camp near this in a

thicket of green flys, musketars, galliniver

=2
——— A

that kee .
P8 up their chirping, or kind of barking, watil a
late hour,

& sand rats

when ¢
en the wolves began on the oposite side.

Twenty t
Y three miles today, Eleven graves, 13 steer & 2

waggons,
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: JUNE 5th
At the Lome Tree oposite mouth of Ash Hollow. From
this only Tree to Castle Run, 3 miles. Now the plain spreads
out to a great width, & being nearly level, gives a charming
view miles to the north, while west & on the south far up

the river may be seen the glittering sandbanks towering up

almost on a level with the low clouds. This interesting

scens was in the morning just after sunrise when the rays
of the sua fell upon the heights & gave the bright & glow-
ing appearance. From Castle Creek to the river again 3
miles., Then to Dumey's Run 2 miles. This takes its name
from a dumb man just buried on the bank. Good grass here.

Bo wood nor ciips. A good road to Thoraton Bluff at the

river, fifteen mile. We pass this broken point & camp by
the side of Dog Town, or host of sand rats, that were large
& fiex;ce. In fact, we were somewhat affraid & drove to one
side to form Ccarol & pitch tents. Besides these little :
tormert ors befare dark saw five 6r six wolves come up almost
near enough to see what we had for supper. Giles & the
Sturgeon boys had just brot in a good load of game, Antelope
& several hairs which was on the broil., The wild dogs got

! The prairie dogs were mad because our stock was

the scent.
tramping over their quiet habitatians. The prairie here is

poor and roling. The wolves in every direction howl for

the night.
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'Chimn_ey Rock, the ‘latt;er 50 niles
2

SUNDAY, JUNE 6th :

Baining. WMo wood nor grass. The mrairie dszs
still fierce & more mmerous with thke owls & spaksz 45
ade them. For fear of an attact we gathered in tha
stock & left the sour flat & drove on to Crab Creeck, 9
miles., Here we canp for balance of Sabath. Sooo of
the zen fish, others hunt, while soxe wash their duds,
clean wp guns. Country poor & roling. DNo trees or b
but the one for over a hundred miles back. We see lots
of teams pasing up on the other side of the river wais
is over a mile wide, The last two days only 5 graves,
1 wagon & 6 steers.

_ JUHE 7th

Early on the trail in company with many wag,gam-
Passing a high bluff to Castle Rock, 9 miles. This
rocky eliff is some 400 feet high & has a very comanding
&ppearance, overlooking the Flatte & great scope of coun-

try.
ry. South & west the ascent up this point is sozewhat

difficult, but go up, it will pay. Ome of owr company
H

©
¥y ung Sturgeon from Portsmouth, managed with help to get

up his’ v
2 mule to the roaantic higat, westerly in the distans?

of 30
30 mile, is seen on the South side the Court House &

chimney or standing up like a &2l
7 Or stove pipe several hundred feet high. Beyond
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this, in the dicness of the dj.stahce, like a roling cloud
in the brightness of its glory, is ths Rcﬁan Castle &
Scotts Bluff, the most magnificent sight on thes plaims.

We stood here & long time with our tellescope in hand une
til our train was far up the flat & turning out for ncon.
S0 down we eaze im & rum with the muls in its ropas &
trapiogs. We mount the .ponies & overtake the Company Just
as they leave .the diner g;round.' ﬁs journay on wide & level
bottom 15 miles to a point on the river. Here we camp on
1ittle grass & few caips & at least 10 miles frca the Bluff
& yet several miles to the Court House Rock on the oposite
side., Our Telescope shows it to be a stupendecus pile of
sand & clay so cemented as to resemble stone. It stands
far out on the open plain covering an area of eoms two or
three acres & 4 or 500 fest high, seven miles from the riv-
er. It cannot be ascended only in part on the north side.
¥We can only imagin it the core or rempant of & waisted
mountain that stood there in ages past. This evening Giles

& Kinsey, belonging to our train, in a dispute came tegether

in a hurry with rerolvers, but caught in the instant by them

shat saved life. This da.y'a travel 26 miles, Passed 7

S22

5 steers % 1 horse., We are in cazmp

& some 10 mile from the bluff.

graves, one old wagon,

near the bank of the river

Plain level & almost without grass; no bush or trée seei.

N 8
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JUNE 8th

Roll out on a sandy trail to the river again, 5 nilg
This is nearly oposite the great rock we saw frea the .
heights yesterday, Fill your drinking cans here as th;
road does nmot touch the river for 30 miles, Now wa 1223
up & clean, dry, level & smocth plain, with very limﬁls
grass, oposite the Chimney Rock. Twenty miles this day,
We pass 2 dead & 3 more dieing of cholera.. At noom Prise
& myself left the train & made for the low bluff five o

8ix miles to the right, We saw many antelops & soze buf-

- I thot one large grey wolf., We saw much
but kiled little,

falo far off.

lo 3
r low bluff; but that tall cemented spire is before cur

e
¥s since yesterday morning & now we must quit our fun

with har
e, wolf & antelope & turn our course to the train

in
the direction of the Rock, Although out of sight for

hours we
e € 8oon raised a dry sandy ridge & saw thke dust
om our train far off,

some

By sundown came up with thenm in

camp oposi i
P Oposite the Chimney Rock, Another wonder of the plais

¢omposed of
Yk osk: o pipe clay, mearly round standing

out and al .
one runing to a point § or 700 feet hizh. You

may. clamb
er up in steps cut for the purpose
»

g0, one feet or

One would
this could Searcely iaagine a towering pinnacle 1iks
stand the furious huricane or teraady of Ehs

a
P n, but here it is & has been for time
1 i unknmvrn-

———————

Not even a bush seen on this wide levsl .

formation & further discription I shall leave to the more

scientific of the Age.

" JUNE 9th
We leave the curous wonder & travel up the flat pass-
ing the Roman Castle, a magnificent bluff & chain of hills
that fall back from the river & lessens as they die away in
the distant .south. After this the road tuchea the river
again, ten miles. The plain here is levei & many miles

We take our diner as usual under the shade of the
Froa this
Their com-

wide.

waggon., Cold flitters & raw pork good enough.

to the river again oposite Scotts Bluff, 10 m.
manding heights stand out in bold relief on the south side
of the river 400 feet high. They take their name from the
fact that some few years ago a band of trappers froa the

mountains, on their way home & some distance above this, was

plundered & robd of provisions, guns & everything by the

savages, barely escaping with life., Travling on for days
when one of the number named Scott became weary & sick. So

they had to lay by with him untill hunger drove them on,
leaving their suffering friend to die alone while they would

travel on. In the early e_migr—ation hunan bones were found

unfortunate man had wondered down this

here, suposing the
this noble Bluff that bgars his

far & died at the base of

pame. From oposite this %o the River again is 5 miles.
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But go one mile further to Spring Branch & camp. This
afternoon we saw some game & many .indian Campoodies tg gy
left- on each‘ side of the river, The last two days paas
only 7 graves, 1 old waggon & I steers. Kild ons s-";ﬂ b
& seyera; hares, Saw no trees not even on the rive;jgﬁz
We are in camp on a grasy flat near a run of good uﬂtzr.
but we have to go near a mile on the bluff for chips, i.’e
see two of our neighbou;ing trains burying their dead,

S
ome of ours are sick & almost discouraged - even erying

JUNE 10th

We a ut
© 8gain roll out on the sandy trail pasing several

new
graves. Three of the corpses partly pulled out by

Th
e sand is very deep here & the plain partly
covered with low scrubby sage

the Kiotes,

S Several Kiotes & large .
*Ping through to find a hiding place beyond the

hillock
cks & gofer holes, To the Muddy Slew, 5 miles

Then 1 mile o 00 v this &
1]

even yester
daYp 8aw the Laramie Peak that rises far in ths

. wWest, Yesterda X
¥ it had the appearance of a large potatoe

hole, now like a large haystack

The
days travel to reach - Yy say it will take 5

flat t We dri?ﬂ_on over a wide & barren
0 the river again, 8 miles

1 ;
©X on brush shoots, ere we dine, feed the

A crane ¢rippled a wolf. Gear up &

g0 on as
5 800n pasing grass & willows to

the Pilican Bend &

=42~
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so on to the sand hills where we camp, ten miles. Here
Frank Johnson & Tom Alexander Eilled a fine fat deer, &

the Sturgeon boys & Rabbit & two hares. I cripled a wolf

& it ran at me. Made caump in the dusk of the evening. This
day's travel 2, miles. Eight graves, 6 steers. Country
ratﬁer poor & somewhat broken. Sand & sage trées é brush

along the river, It takes us until after 12 to dress &

roast our game & kesp the wolves off.

_ JUNE 11th
We pass by the beautiful sandhills onm our way up the
wide bottom. I bore off to the bluff to see Buffalo, which

appeard quite numerous far of f, but near by was antelope,

deer & scatering wolf here & there crosing the sand ridges.
None within range of my carabine, so I leave the barren
bluff & make after the train that's miles ahead & far up

the river 8 miles, Here I come u§ with Williams, Thornton,

Price, Thompson & others that had found 3 dead indians

- tied on a cottonwood limb, Williaams made out to get up

e 20 feet then out on the large 1imb that held the
They were shrouded in Buffalo robes &
th strips of rawhide that was hard

the tre
three dead Sioux.

lashed to the branch wi

to cut even with the hatchet; but down it came with a crash

when Giles Thornton more reckléss than the rest stove his

ax into the breast part. out flew a number of white and
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? e ' - , THE CALIFORNIA CUIDE

(.‘1'0 THE READER)

In conssquance eof & failure in besiness & the want of
SN B CRNCRSRNL S : means or substantial friexnds to aid or braze m2 wp ezaim, I
. becaze a wanderer anidst ths busy threng and old assceiatea
of the day, end for that kirnd of pastise or idle habits I
bad no relish. Therefers I resolved to put forward in the
world again &s a nsw bogimner. The caly place, or opening
= . I could ses for a tem-striks was the mirnes in Galiferaia,
: where it was said one could exrich himself with the precious
mineral of the earth withoui the help of others., How with
: W e R e R B s . speed arrangements were nade for the route, that is, a few
i ‘ : circulars were sent to different parts of the State solicit-
i 5 s now ok . : ing Emigrants to join the train, which would leave Ciacinna-
ti the 12th of April (1852) tkat bairz the day designatsd
for the start. The morning line, with the evening trainm
brot to the City a portiom of the Coampany.

. APRIL 13th, 1852
TNy | P ' : e : After buying several pecessaries for a part of the out=
H\\\:) S . . i £it we, in company with a number of others, shipped on board
; S 2 SRR T ; 5 ¥ the Midas bound for the Upper Missouri. After the business
- 2 :. 7 of the day & toward the close, the keen whistle and loud
R peels of the master bell brot us on board; the cabin full &
. ‘the decks. over-crowded, However, we soon let go. Crossing
over to Easwport, there adding to our nuaber one hundred
United States troops destined for Santa Fe, Lt. Whipple in

command. In the dusk we rounded out aaidst the cheers of

many. Then a booming gun, and we luambered down till the
morning of '
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APRIL 14th
¥hich brot us to Madiscon where we took on the balarce
of our cargo. Jcon under way making a short stay at Louise
ville., The river high enabled us to pass the falls without

the extra pilot.

APRIL 15th
Bvansville., The day warm, river full & foliage green.'
We glided down the rapid tide, touching Shawnestown, Saithe
land & Cairo in a terable thunder storm.

APRIL 16th -

The Mississippl & Cape Girardsau, where still rezains
many specimens & taste of the anmcient French. The flowers
& evergreens om the banks, mciey bluffs & the Grand Tower
with its satilited & lofty peaks makes the scene grand &

interesting to one not accustomed to travel,.

APRIL 17th
R;ver scenes & Jefferson Barracks with its lofty striped
& well aranged qmrtaré. A ha:lli_ng gun from the proud steam-
er & her colors run up told of the trooﬁs on board. In a
moment ssveral sompaniss of infantry were on the move dovm
the hill to receive our zen, which was all rea&f with Qnﬂ)-
sack & gun to go on shore, This was soon done & we were

off for the City passing the quarantine & gensral quartsers

to the great landing, or depot of the West, Tha lever in a

P oz =

perfect j&ﬂ G2 CRASINTSSOae

' SUNDAY, APRIL 18th
‘A1l quiet. I, with several cthers, tock a strosl
through the ¢ity passing many fins manaions & stately build-
ings not only the Planters House, but churches of large sise

- & lofty domes that well bespeaks the pride & richress of the

people, . _.

_APRIL 1gth
The balance of the ocutfit belonging to the bagzage
train made ready. In the evening took the packet for Alton,
a few miles above, in search of a beother vhom T could not

finda -

: APRIL 20th
Beturned in ti=me to board cur crowded craft that soon
left for the dark & mudy river to the north.

APRIL 21st
" The wild Missouri with little St, Charles on the right.
Small Courthouss & church, graded strests. Shores wild &
almost deéolat.e; now & then a rocky bluff. N

= _ . APRIL. 22nd :
. Many lofty & romantic peaks on each side of the river,
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The Gasconade & Osage on the left, -
ter is Jefferson City; first the prison then the Statshous;
on front, A short distance back, on broken ground, stazds
the City.
splended band made the pasing scens de]ightful to all cn

bord.

This pleasing view, just in tke eveninz, with a

APRIL 23rd , -
Reach Glasgow, a small town, then Boornvillé with neat
buildings on the left, then comes ugly & desolate Erovnawick;
beautiful plain, & Grand river just above. Fow Miami town,

Here I beheld a sight
‘that makes me shudder while I write.

then comes Le.xington on the left.
Some few days before,
the Steamer Saluda with a number of passengers bfmnd for
the bluff, in shoving off exploded, tearing everyth;i.ng to

atoms from the water's edge to the stern, demolishing a

building on the back & throwing a number of passengers with

Some hun-
dred & fifty lost, besides many gathered up in a horid con-
dition & conveyed to the hospital where I visited in the

4 great portion of the wreck far up the bluff,

evening. SOme fifteen or twenty awfully mutilated bei..gs |
lt.reached upon t.he floors, I wuas

_____ o
&~ wmas #DIQ

struck at the sighs
of moving matter without shape or form of flesh
]

many utter-
ing groans of deep distress - some :

§ without a hand, arm or
8¢ gone, eyes out, flesh off the face. This, with the dim
2

B o L Ll i et

Ten miles above the la:.

soul sick with sorrow for the suffering pain

“broad shoulders & a head like a diner pot.

light & gloomy arangements of the hall, patered cloths &
blocdy sheets, with the stench of tha roum, =2ds 5y vory
of my fellow
mah.l '
SUNDAY, APRIL 25th
In Coapany with two large steamers to Indapendence,

" where the emegrants cover a large porticn of ths bluff,

Wa soon left for points above.

) APRIL 26th
Fort Leavenworth, a dull looking place oa the irdian

side.
Low & heavy stripes, light battery,

Garison om the hill a short distance from the river.
Such sentinel with
We atteapted to

‘land but a stern voice from the Sargent on duty ordered us

to back out & land our tonage om the oposite side of the

river. We did ao, four miles above. " This Eaticml dapot 1is
Yeston on the right, the left side of the river bslonging to

the tribes. For several miles above this is wild & desolate

looking shores until we came to a bad point, or short berd,
in the river where we found the Fontiae in & simking condi-
tion. We came too for the night, taking off the demaged

freight & many of the pasaengers, which sweld our nuxber to
over 600. -

S —




APRIL 27th

. o St. Jo, our starting point. On nearing the City ig

shows a glowing front with high bluffs or baren banks to

‘the rear. These, with the rich valley below are dottod
with waggons, tents, horses, mules & other stock to the
number of 20,000 with a great portion of other eﬁuipnge
1ike the Grand enéampmant of Eighteen hundred arnd twelvé.
er soon made the landing, After a run of thirtcen days
our tonage, with waggons, mules and so fourth were soon
on Shore, We had little room for the Guard to form Caral
& pitch tents for the day.

APRIL 28th

_\\j Cool & the town crouded with emigrants. Some sick-

e ness, chclery; measels & small pocks., Qoo steamers, with

two ferry flatts passing the people with large droves
stock night & day to the oposite shore, R

"APRIL 29th

The crowd of people here is large & every boat that

¢omes adds to their number, Still they are leaving so

ragt as they can eross and move o

: 3 g

APRIL 30th

I visited the heights to the rear of the city where

Ihad a full view of the great encampment. The numerous

Ve .
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waggons, ﬁents & so many thousand head of stock on the
ground is a sight thats seldom sesn by ome so old, or dur-
4ing a life time,. '
' May 1st

Early this morning a caravan of some two hundred Pota=-
watanic indians made this their crosing poirﬂ; ‘on their way
to the buffalo range. In coming down the street the scent,
or wild odor from the band & dirty loocking bagage, buidels
of skins & so fourth made every horse & mule in their way

brake & leave for the commons below.

} SUNDAY, MAY 2nd
A part of our stock had disapeared. Bruce & myself
went up the _t:ount:;y some 12 miles in search but no fi‘.nd.
We returned through a roling country, rich land & well tim-

bered.

MAY 3rd
This morning found the last {of the strays) and began

the purchase of stock for balance of our train. About one

mile east of the town we were introduced into a large carroll

full of stock, many of them young & unbroken. This we scon

found to be the case with Thornton, Bil Morton, Tem Elek,

Bruce Johnston, Tom Tomson & others. We had to walk im this

carol or, pen, full of wild mules & wicked steers,. risk our

e
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lives in roping them. After being kicked across the pen
some half dozen times & run over as often, we at last
succeded in leading them ocut & hitching them to the wog.
gons and soon made a dash, although somewhat hurt. It
was laughable to all creation to see tha wild devils rua
with all hands hangmg on to the ropes to keep them in

check. However, in a few hours practice we had tica in
the train stubborn enough. i

MAY Gth
. Buy Canadiam & Indian harses for the saddle, the
latter beawt iful dark animals Just captured & brot in by
the trappers. They were g3y and swift as the antelops.
.ﬁ.ﬂ' stock was fine & well selected. We were now all

ready for the start on tomorrow,

MAY 5th

The rain fell in such torents during the day we had
to lay over,

MAY 6th

it ' 7
early dawn we were on the move towards the ferry,

whi
ch ¥as one mile frcu the Bull Den or startine nnin

So block R
cked up with teams was the street ahead it tock us

the d
Ay even dark whep wWe reached the ferry & western

shore v
vd:ere we found se eral hundred teams ﬁith anx
V ious

drivers wait.ing.the morning. . s
| " MAY 7th

The whips began to pop. The ox teams with ths wild
mules from the bar turned out in rapid succas.sion' from
early dawn unt'i]: noon before we could pay the chiéf of ths
Kickapoo tribe & join our little squad to the rear of ona
bundred and ninety six waggons, leaving hundreds to our
rear, We past a deep & mudy road ssven miles tc.:-t.he bluff,
where we pitched our tents for the first time on our long
journey to the-west. It 1s realy laughable to see the gen-
eral outfit & camp equipége of this wonderful emigration.
Just consider yourself oue among the many thousands bound
for the desert, 'mountgd on a sunburnt steed, or long eared
mule with a rough Spanish saddle - somel;'hing like a notch
cut in a log-huge stirups, fender behind, snubing post be=
fore, high enough to hang a bullock on, & still room for
the lariett. It is now late & we have seen several dirty
looking redsi:ius pass too & fro so we take our grub, sta=-

tion the guard, and turn in for the night.

MAY 8th
All hands early up &nxious to soe t
to the Elephant. We hurry the morning. grub, saddle the
mules & gather in the steers & we were soon in line again

winding our way to the first sumit of the great plain. On




e om0 i T i e S e S SR D A

t“ﬂ.f; our arival I held up for a moment taking a gemsral vi:y
P :

: o Y s of the wonderful & baren looking desert of tha west,

2 T

;p&"‘"/ Great God, I thought, what a sight lay befere us. Lozg

ridges, dry knobs, deep gullies, few flowers, ard shori
grass; now & then a stunted grove or lonely ok & for
miles towards the mission could see hundreds of teams
streching forward like a great Caravan in 1lins ca the
dark & tr:l.ndiné trace leading towards the setirg sua, T
had little time to reflect or ga3ze upon the desolate
loocking waste as the teams_werc far ahead & my Indianm
) steed had pawed a hole in the ‘ground’ almost. big enough
to hide in. I mounted the first dash in a gallop, her
faogr mouth open, tail out, & mane in my face., I attempted h
e ; “:3 to holc_l up, but a comon bit was of no use, for the mcre
; I strove_the harder ﬁhe devil went. So I could only
feld to ny carbine; the drivers in line giving wey,

R P e

and I banging on like g Comanche for some time, when

I righted up with the teams I thought so far ahead.
Here I found to my utter s

‘ urprise the forward waggon had
26t with a mishap,

In going down nearly a perpendicular
Pitch fifty feet the hounds had give

A oad 8t the foot wE thw bench & the waggon on top of the

steers. This was awful to see our best team, waggon, &

grub all in a pile s, quick,
fore we coulg right up & Proce

It was some two hours be-

ed to Indian Run, fifteen

ailes, Here is wood, water, short grass & five now graves,
L]

four dead steers. Sc=e sickness in the crowd, so we drive
up the hill & set our tent for the second time, The evening

cold, some rain, Fo fire or supper. Make the stock all

fast to the waggonz, stationm our guard around the Carol,

huddle into the waggons amd tent for the night.

SUNDAY, MAY 9th -

¥o grass on the barren nobs, We hitched up, put for-
ward to Wolf Creek 7 miles. Here we struck caavxp. for balance
of day.- Plenty of Kickapco & Fox indians all arocund us.
One of our company, George Ball froa Wheelersburg, -Ohio,r is
taken sick. Over 100 teams pass us this aft,ern_oon.. This
creek is deep, 100 feet wide, scatering trees along the mar-
gin. A toll bridge is kept here by the Kickapoos who own
the lapd & appear friendly. Fuzerous wigwams are fa_r up &

down the creek.

MAY 10th

We cross the bridge & put forward over a roling plain

to the Mission 5 miles, Here we find a Smith to mend our

broken maggzon, also we see here a large farm under excelent

young indians & learn the old cnes how to raise corm. This
is a. beautiful spot indeed; land rich & roling, scattering
trees, & small groves in the distance. HMany fine locking

B ™
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m here, with pleasing Mokalas tkhat mounied thelr
nags at the store facing the right, set off in a lopa
making the dust fly as far as I could ges them, Thay
had come in here for the purposs of buying trinkets, btup
hearing the cholra was in our crcad left with the spasd
of an antelope. Four emigrants had just beem buried.
Many sick, & some turning baclk.
but push forward over a delightful portion of the plain
7 miles to Buffalo Creek. .

We dread the epidexic

This branch is quite s=mall,

a few brush throwa in to cross on, for the purpose of
giving the pative a chance to make a little im tﬁe way of
toll, which is perfectly right for wood & grass. Two
large indians nearliy naked are the gate kegpérs. They
gave me a good drink of whiskey out of their jug & told
me to pass on without toll but to fill our drinking cans

 bere as there was neither wood nor water for 30 miles,

The plain is delightful to lock over; game rather scarce
& not a tree or bush to be seen on this wide level. Im
2 heavy rain we had to camp without fire or supper. We
bad to turn in, in ocur wet blanksts, but just before this
was careful to broach the brandy jug for the first time.

_ It answered a good purpose but the infernal wailings kept

us ia fearful music the whole night. ’

HAY 11th

C : '
Aear, and by the peep of day we were on the road with

-12-

1ittle to note save the digirg of graves, burying the dead.
Emegrants :Ln cazp sick. - Wolf & sntelope on the move.  Flain
roling without brush or timber to Thomscnts Crack 30 miles.
This streasn we pame after one of our Company was was rvm in
by the indians just after dark. The last two days we have
past 1, new graves, five deoad steers & ona brolten Waggon.
Soma eight of the boys posted thenselves around the stock

1 vas ope of the after watch & heard for the

The night was

as guard.
first time the musical talent of the plains.
dark and looely some mist. How & thea a lone skake from

the evening bird, then a aharp screach of the night hawlk,
the prowling wolf with his hungary howl., This fearful
noise with the heavy groans of the tired ox, long brays,

or half-szothered wails of the pack mule, and the whining
eries of the young kioté, made me rather sick & fearful of ~
the nightly choir I thought so well adapted to the plain,

I was glad when morning came when I left the haunted ground

imprest with feelings I never shall forget on coming in
this morning.

MAY 12th
Ona of ow Company, G. Ball very sick, also several
more in tents close by us. Two were about dying of cholra
so they were going on with the graie-diging. We soon gath-
ered up our traps & left the sickly glade before breakfast.

19
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The plain & little roling to Eruce's Rua, thres miles,

-Here is four new graves, three deasi steers, two horses &
one mule., This is good camping. Wood, water and scna
grass.
long hill to a high, level & beautiful plain far befors

you. Road good & level to the Cmahaw River, twenty five

At this branch fill your drinking cans; raise a

miles., Half way on this strech we camp. Little grass. 2

no wood unless you leave the trail one & two miles, Hers

keep your stock well guarded or you loose them,

MAY 13th
A bright morning & long before sunrise on the trail,
A steal_iy Jog till noon when we reached the little river,
8o fget. wide, steep & mudy banks. Large timber, no grass

or grub, Just before crosing the stream we counted 8 graves =

. in one cluster, four broken waggons, nine dead steers & two
horses; with much loose 'damage strewed about. dJust be-yond
the south bank we attempted to dine on a cold bit, but the
stench Sprung up so strong we had to gear up & go forward
but before leaving took a turn around to see the caure.

Just west of us was 11 new graves, three buried in one hols

from Perry's train, Close by was four hurnt wageons, & ‘

scattered about the Comzen lay 13 dead steers, two horses

& one mule, - Thess were all within a few rods of each

other. We followed up our waggons & before overtaking

A

~small pocks.

~until I felt umwell myself,

them past three Companies digging & burying. To Hazel Run,
8 miles, Here is water, grass, brush & 32 waggons in caap.
Four more graves, one broke waggon & 3 dead steers. Wa

drive up the point & csmp. The night is cold; wolves howl,
ox groa;is-& peighbors sick. Kept our watch posted for the

night. *
+
MAY 1ith _
‘We broke down the ridge one mile to the crosing of Kin-
ney's Run. Excellent camping ground, water, wood & grass.
Holing country. full of game & Omahaw indians to Elm Branch,
ten miles. This small drain, with water and three small

trees.; Plains dry & poor to Sour Run, ten miles. Here is

. good grass, sour water. About 80 waggons in camp. We

pitched our tents but soon found we were in a distresed

crowd, Many Oregon families. One woman & two men lay dead

. on the grass & some more ready to die “of cholra, measels &

A few men were diging graves, oti;ers tending
to the sick. Women & children crying, some hunting medicins
& none to be found scarcly; those that had were loaths to ‘

spare. With heartfelt sorrow we looked around for some time
Ordered the teams got up & move
forward one mile so as to be out of hearing of cry & suffer-

ing, T almost wanted to turn back. Just as we were setting

our tents there came a young hawk & 1lit upon the ground.

_=15-
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. Thomson, the Eentucky boy, drew his rifle & toppled the -

- lark at a long distance.  This was realy gratifying; to
think I weuld have fowl for supper. . But caze to lc;eﬁ:,
the water cask was empty & no .-wood in sight. So all hapds
dons without the supper. This days travel 21 miles. Pas.

Our guards

were out, but soon after dark, our stock, 70 ia mudbsr
I

ing graves, one dead horse, & four steers,

with others, took a general stampede & run like so many
devils at least three miles before the guards could over-
baul & brirg them back; then it was daybreak.

MAY 15th

411 were up, -ﬁroke the cracker barrel to make fire &
roasted the hawk for myself. The rest dome without. Put
forward on the road by suarise. Past a man jJust buried froa
Perry'_a train., He was not fairly covered. His old beots
still on his feet pointed up through the sand. We had no
spade to cover thea so we had to F283 on, Over a wide &
level plain without water,

to Big Blue, 15 miles.

but a few trees in the distance,

o Here was over 100 waggons waiting
eir turn’ :
o rn to ferry & ford. Scns drove through but we,

€ many others, paid three dellare £ o2

—l -
TTE vas

‘ Soat. auils
is a mild runmng strean, 50 yards wide, Largé
on the banks, grass o the flat,

the bank that sells awful dear

cottonwoed
A little trading post on
Sugar, coffes & bread, 50

=16~

. thick mist of sand before it.

cents the pound, Whiskey six bits the pint, or 50 the

The rain is pouring down. We are all wet, many are

It was near sundown befcre we cross

drink.
drunk & scme fighting.

the ferry & camp at the edge of the Pawnee plains. 4 short
. distance from the crosing is the graveyard & good sprirg to

£111 your cans. ‘On the first bench we camp & pack the weod

on horses from the River. The wind is cold & very strong

from Norwest. We had to lock the waggoens to keep theam froa
runing off my hat was blown over a quarter mile bsfore 1
got it. TYoung Ball is nearly dead & no phesecian to ba

had. Pasing 8 graves, one

waggon & four steers.

This days travel only 15 miles.

SUNDAY, MAY 16th
Sabath. ‘The wind very cold & so strong it drove a
Ou:;- tents were blown down.
We then droped our waggons down in & deep hollew & layed
by for the day, doing all we could for our dying friend,
‘who began to sink duriné the night, He called for drink
& Thoént.on, his own brother-in-law, & Bill Morton, his old
achoolmat.e, both refused to get up & give the sufferer
water. But Mrs, Kinsey, & 1ady' passenger in the t.-.ra'in,
hearing the of..'aers_ refuse got up out of imr tent with a
blanket round her & sat in the waggon by the young man un=

til morning.
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MAY 17th o
When the stock was got up the point, we went 9 miiy, .
the junction of Independence Road, which was erowded with

emigrant teass beyond anything we had yet ssen, Bore wp

met a band of trappers from the hzadwaters of tha Platte,

They report grass good & over thres thousarnd waggm:;; ehsad

of us. We here made a halt & brot a doctor frea a rassirg

‘train. He could do mothing for our friend as mertifica.

tion had began. So we drove on to Cottonwood, 3 miles,

Here we take our lunch & tell Ball he must die. The t

was full in his eye

ings when the -teams were g0t up & ready to £0-

Cars

when he said, I am sorry to leave you
--& die on the plain; 0 my Ged is it so,

Imagine our foole

ed I should go forward & select the place. I did so golrz
over a beautiful level 10 miles to Ball's br&nch =2all &
dry. But just. beyond is a high level & gentlse rise. By

the wayside I reined up,
down,

waiting for the teams until sun-

When they came the young man was still alive &
spoke. Water we had none,

but two of the boys put dowa

toward the ravine near two miles and found a little. They

brot in a cup & gave it,

Soon after he said Sister &

er then expired. We then wound him in his blarket,
the green grass his cooling bord until @moraing,

We procured a spade,

HMAY 18th

selected the spot, dug parrow &

He regueste .

oh. Clonie. o Vg ennn

deep & laid him dovm. His hat covered the face, the coat
over the breast & bedy. Then we turned in the sand & clay
until it was full; a beane at the foe, while at the hoad was
a bord inscribed in pencil mark: George Ball. Died Hay
18/52, Measels. Age 20. Clark & Companys train, Portse
mouth, Okioc. It was now about sunrise & the teans had gone
forward while we were filling up the grave. After we were
done, stood in silence for some time imprest with feelings
of the deepest sorroi for him we leave, And now we follow
up our train on a wide & clean lookirng level, dotted with
deer, wolf & antelope. I left the crowd, bore off to the
left some two miles to a deep ravire without bush cor tres.
Saw sev‘eral large wolves, one black & four gray, one fox

& two badger. Followed up the bluff until I seaw a small
group of dirty leoking irndians just above on the oposite
bank. I broke in a lope for the teams on the trail, which
were three miles shead. I overtook them before they reached
Rocky Run, 12 miles froam the Grove. Here we found cak trees,
red squirels & some porquepine. Troublesoze indians skulke
ing down the branch. The country scmewhat roling, with
signs of iron ore & stome coal. Fine new graves, one dead
mule, 7 steers and three dogs. We took our dimner, gath-
ered up the traps & the teams & put forward, while Thomson,
Bruce, me & others bore off to the right in search of game.
We scon made a prominent point overlooking & vast portion

T
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of the broken country. We reird up for a moment & juss
to our left saw two large black bears on the rum, thair
tongues out, and three mounted indians just to their rear
with Bow & Spear ready to strike. But the bsars eppuars
to be gaining on their _miked pursuvers and were soen lois
between the broken bluffs. We made for the -train at Flag
Hollow, 3 miles. Froa Rockey Run g'ood grass, Two grave
& 3 steers. The plain is dry & poor. To first branch, 5
miles. Here we camp. Scon after came along an old man
packing his grub & blankets on a cow. She had but ome
hora & thin at that, The balance of his stock had died

- & some stolen. He spread his kit by our fire & next

morning the eowr gone,

MAY 19th
We were off with the old man in tow to Fuuny Bun, 3
nﬂes. Here the plain is poor & broken. Lots of deer,
clk & gray woolves long & gaunt looking as they kite
over the Knobs. Often a sharp crack or two from the
rifles. The road is bad to Little Saz;dy, 4 miles, Little

a
grass, some trees & good war.er. Just aonth of this is the

Valley of the Little Rlne gll-‘h P
T Bﬂlﬂpu@ulea in the

distanc
e & the bluffs far off. We now take a gradual rise.

The :
plains a fine beautiful sight with much gams on the

mOove,
Young Thomson & myself broke for the fun, first

o it

firing at the antelope then the wolf as they broke past

from the scorching flame that was spreading fast & wide
before the wind, We past through, following the meanders
of the creck some five miles & cams upon an old wolf tkhat

.run in the direction of the teans. We gave chass up one

bluff & downm the other. It was mip & tuck, with revolver
in hand, for 3 miles when, leaping a small ravine, my
kickapoo steed b_roke dewn., Thomson & the wolf kept kiting
so far as I could see, while I made for the train without
wood or water to Horgans Creek 15 miles. Here was ten

graves, L broken Waggons, 7 dead steers. We raise a low

bench & camp.

MAY 20th
On leaving camp this morning before sunrise four large
black wolves & one gray came right up within gun shot we

gave them a round from our revolvers which made them scamp-

- or while the btullets flew in their midst. Scon after this

saw five men in chase of Buffalo, two of which soon fell;
the others mads for the bluffs far south. The road is now
good & dry. A fine cottonwood on the bank. Seven new
graves, one old waggom, 2 dead horses & nine steers. &
little further is 4 more graves, and in the creek lay 3
Steers and" two horses, with a host of bu.ards on the bank.

On leaving this, & gentle raise. The plain is beautiful,
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far & wide. To the left in the distance is the winding Hu
skirted with spall trees, while the flats is wide, rich a2z
level. To the high bluff & river, 5 miles. This is a fir,
stream, 80 feet wide. Flenty of fish & geod water. ¥z din
here & cross over the bluff to the river againm, 3 miles, (u
mile further we camp. Soon after dark, our stock, with a
punber of others, took fright. Such a thundering & claster-
ing of huffs I had not heard before on the route. Ours ac-
cidently run into camp & we soon made them fast for the

nigh‘b.

MAY 21st
In the rain we put forward, On raising the first

point saw a large group of indians on the oposite bluff
holding their horses & seemingly waching the progress of
the passing trains. Soon after this we came to the 0ld
Crchard, a singular looking group of Scrubby Oaks, & as
the rain was coning down in torents we concluded to pitch
our tents for the day, This afternocon two from a neigh-
boring camp crosed the little river in search of gams.

They had gone But 2 short distance in the broken

when five Pawnees sprang upon them. But the young men
through fright jumped, dropping one gun. As they broke

in a run 1;11:e quarter horses for camp, the fndians close

" to the rear, the boys, not having time to select a shall®

i s
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ford, took the first deep water losing the other gun .&. onsg
hat, while the Pawnees hallowsd & bawed & scudded back.
The men made camp in a fainting condition. This little
flury caused us with neighboring train to put 30 on guard
during the night.

MAY 22nd
We mooved off with youilg Bruce very sick in our trainm.
We now pass up a grassy flat three miles to Johnsons bluff.
Here we had to stop & call in the ade of a phisician for
Bruce. This kept us some two hours when he began to revive,
& the teams drove on passing over the point. Soon after a
gradual rise on a high, level or table larpd most beautiful
10 look over for 12 miles to the creek again. HNow the road
keeps near the stream. Country somewbat roling without
ti.mber but good grass generally. This afterncon in pasing
up & few miles saw the emigraats burying a =an whoa the
indians had speared & striped. It appears he had fallen
a little behind his Company & a band of stragling indians
crosing the road caught & run hia through in several places.
. Tt is now near night & we find good grass & wood at the creek
re we eomp, Qams 20 miles today, pasing eight graves, one
burnt waggon, 7.dead steers. Saw much small game and & feﬁ
- Red Skins far off. We are now surounded by many waggons, &

a large drove of sheep, some 2000 or more, are near by the

caroll.
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) SUNDAY, MAY 23rd
We lay By. Some of the men are washing, scae hmgt-z'
vhile the dinner is under way,

others fishing, The guards

were on duty on the opposite side of thz eresk,

KAY 24th

Long before sunrise we were om the road wirding our
way ui: the little river meeting Robidoux's train of 18
wagons from the mountains. The drivers \;'ere greedy &
filthy looking with six or eight span of poor mules or
oxen to each waggon that was filled with robes & furs at
least eight & ten feet above the beds. The wild odor or
smell from the train give vigor to our stock that would
not face them but ieft the road in spite of drivers umtil
the black & greasy crowd was far past. We themn continus
up the Stream some distance to a. high bank when we see ths
last of the Little Blue., Here got wood & water, & take a2
gradual raisé_ to the right-. on barren plain to Rotton Run,
5 miles. Eo wood nor water fit to use, Soze grass &
lots of dead stock. Here the plain far & side to Willies
Drain, 3 miles, Here we camp. This days travel 25 miles.
Pass 11 graves, nine steers. Eo wood or sage bush to make
fire. Ve ‘had bread & eat our baken raw, |

MAY 25th

>

At early dawn, we, with a nuaber of emigi‘antﬁ, wers
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in line passirg over ths most beautiful portion of the Pawnee
plain; green & level without weed, bush or tres so far as the
Kow & tban_may bs seen a stragling wolf, with
To Bartlows Pond,

eye can reach,
numerous antelops grazing in the distancs.
15 miles, Here we dine om the bread & raw baken, The water
in the little pond black and sour with polly wogs, liszards

& small spakes., A little beyond this is the bluff that

overlooks a great flat with Grand Island & the roling Platte
in the distance. I stood here for some time feasting on tha
richness of the scens. 7The bottem is long & wide, green
trees are sesn on the Island far off, while to your left,
in the distance, with the ade of the glass from the bluff
may be seen Fort Kearnsy on the low level some fifteen or
20 miles ahead. Our trail now goes south & we pass along
way up before we camp. Have to gather dry Lones to make

fire & boil the kettle. This created quite a stir with the
neighbouring wolves that caught the scenf. of the burning

bones; & scarcely dark before we were surrounded by dozens
of the hungary devils that képt. up their howling cries for

the night, notwithstanding the boys gave them several rounds
That only hushed them for a moment

from their Carabhines.
when their hungary cravings began again & continued until
daylight, when they scatered round but a short distance sit-

ting on their haunches to see us start when they could pitch -

in & gather up the crumbs.
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MAY 26th
-(FORT KEARNEY)

Long before sunrise we were on the move in ccmpany
with a long train of waggons working up the grassy flag
towards the Fort, which is now seen in the distance. Iy
11 we reach the garison on the open plain on2 mile from

" the river and some distance from the bluff. Hothing come
manding in its appearance, site rather low, Soza four or
five frame buildings, with several singular looking out-
houses or irish built hovels co:ﬁposed of sod.‘ Some quite

- lengthy, 7 or 8 fest high, covered with grass & weeds,
Dark & gloomy looking & no doubt was first intended to -
burrow some wonderful beast of the farest, Notwithstand-
ing the temporary appearance of the garison the officers
were gentlemen giving satisfactory answers to all; besides

showing us the _i‘ortifications, with strength of Garison,

) and the Pawnee prisnors, Also his report of the passing.

emigration: waggons, 33176 men women & children, 16880 cat-

tle horses & mules, 31780. This SLALERGHE Was near correst

as the commanding officer had each day kept a subordinate

at the road keeping tally ss az =5 give statement in his
official report to the government, We
in the fore part of the emigration 80 y

number behind,

considered ourselves

ou may judge the
All those from Kanesville or Council Bluff

Passing up on the north side of' the Platte he had no account
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‘of. After a stay of several hours we deposited our letters

for the monthly mail bot several articles from the store.

A touch of the beaver & in friendship we left, keeping our

course up & near the Platte. To the first crosing, 15

miles. Here we camp & swap the Sage mare for a Pawnes

steed, a2 black roan sweeping tail & foretop liks a broom;
in fact she was the pride of the plain, and at times hard

to manage, @s & cosan bit was of little use. The last two

days we have passed 13 graves 2 broken down waggons & 9 dead

steers; making in all since we left the Missouri 160 graves

19 waggons, dead stock 122. ¥e keep count of these things

just to see what dies by the wayside during this wonderful

emigration.

gons. Many making preparation, as well as ourselves,
 eross the river with a hope of avoiding the sickness which

We are now in camp with quite a number of wag-

to

is fearful in the crowded trains. Mostly Cholora, Smalpox

and Measels.

MAY 27th

Early up & begin raising the waggon

ford. Mudy water & quicksand bottom.
téams & start in for the north side, quartvering up Fe
I mounted the new steed & put forward

two miles or more.
to sound the ford. Some half mile

fell mtora hole or syirl that was

=27~

beds to take the

We now double our

or svwug

from there accidentally

pear drownding us both,




. diner pot,

In the scuffle lost my revolver but hung to the animsl wntd]
- she swam out & made the oposite shore. We were all day mak
ing the crosing, having to make two trips, Of course ths

boys were all wet having to wade & drive the teams, U

broached the brandy keg & took too much of the critef which
ended 1; a broil with Gibs Gilman & othsrs. Twe bunged 843

and a bloody snout ended the farce & day's ferrying

_ - MAY 28th
Found our men all right on the north side of the Platte,

We were soon in 1line again mixing in with numerous teams

from Kanesville & the Bluffs to Skunk Bun, 6 miles. Now be- |

gin the Buffalo Range. Hansome, plain short grass & scur

::ge, roling bluffs far to the right. Here wo find Buffalo
ips in abundance from the size of a tin cup to that of a

To Padens Run, 4 miles, BRBad crosing. From
this, a grasy level to the river 15 miles

3

e This afternoca
78 must have killed scme thirty or forty bfowa. o

b.
lack looking Snakes from two to four feet long. Saw sgeve

eral oth '
. ers much larger but feard to attact them with the

ox goad, i :
g I fired on some with revolver but they run like

hell f£o

T tae high grass. We fired the plain so as to turn

them out b
ut we had to Pass on and let them flicker., We

camp near
the river & gather buffale chips for the first

time. 7Th
e odor from the new kind of fuel gave our Slap
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Jacks & broiled meat a strange flavour. Just after dark a

light breese sprang up starting the fire afresh that we had
kindled in the grasé miles back, This gave a brilliant
light for the evening as the flames spread far & wide. We
could now & then see between us &-the lighted blase animals
runing like fury too & fro. We suposed the snakes had gone.
This day good road, 25 miles travel. Thraa dea& ateers, one

dog, no graves. Anmtelopa & buffalo & some ‘kiotes on the
bluff. 7 E

MAY 29th
At early dawm we drive up to the river & join a long
a train. Fill our drinking cans, pass up the baren
wide & far to.t.he bluffs, where the herds of

Qrego

"level plain

Buffalo are seen by hundreds, also elk, antelope, black

tailed deer, wolf & gophers and the Indian Campoodas on.

Thig day's travel 25 miles over a splendid
f any kind ex-

the Islands.
road & wide spread level, without & bush o

cept on the island. Today we saw several vilages with

hoards of sard rats, snakes & owls;
We bear off to the river & camp

all burrow together

one eats up the other.
without grass.

SUNDAY, MAT 30th

We get up the stock & put forward to find pasture.

The plain here is qﬁite baren. As the teams wers going




